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TflE  primary  purpose  of  this  Volume  is  to  serve  as  a 
Handbook  for  Promoters  and  Managers  of  Free  Town 
Libraries ;  especially  of  such  Libraries  as  may  hereafter  be 
established  under  the  'Libraries  Acts/  fts  secondary 
purpose  is  to  compare  British  experience  in  that  matter 
with  Foreign,  and  particularly  with  American,  experience. 

Eighteen  years  have  now  passed  since  the  enactment  of 
the  first  Libraries  Act  of  the  United  Kingdom.  Under 
that  Act,  and  its  followers,  more  than  thirty  Free  Town 
Libraries  have  already  been  successfully  established.  They 
have  been  formed  under  circumstances  of  much  diversity. 
Probably,  the  experience  of  each  of  them  has  something  or 
other  which  may  be  usefully  applied  to  the  working  of  like 
institutions  in  other  places. 

In  many  European  countries  Free  Libraries,  under 
municipal  control,  are  much  older  institutions  than  Town 
Libraries,  of  any  kind,  are  in  Britain.  Sometimes,  the  Con- 
tinental Town  Libraries  of  early  foundation  have  fallen  into 
a  state  of  comparative  neglect  and  inefficiency, — arising 
from  inadequate  means  of  maintenance,  and  from  minor 
causes.  But  there  is  still  much,  both  in  their  history  and 
in  their  methods  of  working,  which  may  be  found  highly 


instructive.  This  volume  will  be  seen  to  contain  conclusive 
evidence,  on  the  other  hand,  that  knowledge  of  what  has 
been  (lone,  of  late  years,  in  the  matter  of  increasing  the 
number  and  improving  the  management  of  Popular  Libra- 
ries, both  in  Britain  and  in  America,  has  been  already 
turned  to  good  account  in  several  countries  of  Continental 
Europe. 

It  may  also  deserve  remark,  that  the  circumstance  which 
more  immediately  attracted  Continental  attention  to  recent 
British  and  American  legislation  about  Popular  Libraries 
was  the  request  made  through  the  British  Foreign  Office, 
in  1849,  for  information  (to  be  laid  before  Parliament,) 
concerning  the  history  and  management  of  Public  Libraries 
generally,  in  various  foreign  States.  There  is  evidence 
that  the  information  so  obtained — between  the  years  1849 
and  1852 — was  eventually  productive  of  good  to  the  givers, 
as  well  as  to  the  receivers. 

Those  Returns  of  1849-52  contain,  as  respects  several 
countries  of  Europe,  the  latest  official  and  general  accounts 
of  Foreign  Libraries  which  have  been  anywhere  published, 
in  any  language.  No  book  of  reference,  as  yet  published, 
— in  any  language, — gives  from  year  to  year  systematic 
information  on  that  subject.  Inquirers  have  to  seek  it  by 
a  multitude  of  indirect  channels,  and  the  seiu'ch  is  attended 
by  much  needless  difficulty. 

In  relation  to  matters  of  trade,  the  Foreign  Office,  it  is 
well  known,  has  conferred  an  inestimable  benefit  on  the 
Public  at  large  by  instituting,  and  publishing,  the  periodical 
reports  of  our  Secretaries  of  Legation.  Perhaps,  it  may 
not  be  thought  an  unreasonuble  presumption  to  hope  that, 
some  day  or  other,  a  public  boon  which  has  widely  diffused 
knowledge  about  the  growth,  frem  year  to  year,  of  Foreign 
Trade  and  trading  establishments,  may  be  so  enlarged  as 
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also  to  communicate  knowledge  about  the  progress  of 
Foreign  Libraries,  Museums^  and  other  establishments  of 
an  educational  sort. 

Meanwhile,  writers  who  are  necessarily  devoid  of  official 
facilities, — however  willing  they  may  be  to  incur  unremit- 
ting toil  for  the  furtherance  of  their  inquiries, — can,  in  some 
cases,  give  only  approximations  to  full  and  exact  knowledge, 
in  lieu  of  such  knowledge  itself.  Claiming  credit  for  an 
earnest  endeavour  to  attain  to  precise  accuracy,  they  must 
also  ask  indulgence  for  occasional  and  inevitable  short- 
comings. 

In  what  concerns  the  extension  of  the  benefits  of  Free 
Public  Libraries,  supported  by  rates,  to  rural  districts  as 
well  as  to  large  towns,  both  the  United  States  of  America 
and  the  British  American  Provinces  are,  it  is  believed, 
much  in  advance  of  any  European  country  whatever. 
Under  the  influence  of  that  belief, — but  also  in  the  earnest 
hope  that  ere  long  its  grounds  may  be  taken  away, — some 
notices  of  the  character  and  results  of  recent  American  and 
Canadian  legislation  about  Township  and  District  Libraries 
have  been  included  in  this  volume,  and  they  have  been 
drawn  up  with  considerable  fulness  of  detail. 

For  a  preliminary  remark  or  two  upon  the  *  Brief  Notices 
of  Collectors,'  the  Reader  is  referred  to  the  closing  para- 
graphs of  Book  III. 


Stcamo&es,  Wimbledon  Common, 
28M  March,  1869.  ~" 


CORRECTIONS. 

Faqb  15,  Omit  the  note  in  margin. 

„     119, ")  For  *  First  Liverpool  Consulting  Library,'  read  *  Liverpool 
and  120, )     Free  Libraries.' 

Fagb  151,  line  8  from  bottom, /or  '  ever '  read  '  even.' 

[For  Corrections  to  tbe  '  Notices  of  Collbctobb,'  see  page  363.] 
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FaOiM  the  days  of  English  feudal  barons  and  of  English     book  i. 
cloistered  monks,  we  have  instances, — here  and  there, — of  a   ^"p**'  ^ 
strong  love  of  books  and  of  the  pleasing  toils  of  collector- 
ship,  combined  with  a  generous  desire  to  diffuse  that  love  To«tRw»o. 
far  and  wide,  and  to  extend  a  collector's  pleasures,  at  least 
in   some  measure,  to  persons  whose  path  in  life  •  debarred 
them  from  all  share  in  his  willing  toils.     It  would  not  be 
difficult  to  cite  certain  conspicuous  instances,  even  in  the 
so-called  *  Dark  Ages/  of  a  liberal  zeal  of  this  sort,  which 
looked  beneath  as  well  as  around.     A  few  such  are  to  be 
found  among  the  barons ;  many  such  among  the  monks. 

<  1 
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In  the  '  Scriptorium'  the  monk  of  noble  blood,  and  the 
monk  of  peasant  blood,  toiled  side  by  side ;  and  it 
was  not  always  the  man  of  lowly  origin  who  was  first  to 
think  of  contrivances  by  which  something  of  the  stores 
of  knowledge  laid  up  in  books  might  be  made  to  spread 
even  into  the  cottage  of  the  labourer.  But  in  those 
days  such  far-looking  and  onward-looking  cares  were, 
necessarily,  exceptional.  They  were  so  amongst  those  to 
whom  literature  was  already  becoming  a  profession ;  as 
well  as  amongst  those  to  whom  it  was,  and  could  be, 
nothing  more  than  a  relaxation. 

If  from  castle  and  convent  we  turn  aside  to  glance  at 
what  was  going  on  amidst  the  burghers  of  the  growing 
towns, — keeping  still  within  the  mediaeval  times, — ^we  meet 
but  very  sparsely  with  examples  of  the  establishment  of 
libraries,  having  any  wider  aim  than  a  merely  professional 
one.      Both  in  the   fifteenth  and  in  the  fourteenth  cen- 
turies we    have   many  instances  in    which  parish-priests 
founded  libraries  expressly  for  the  use  of  their  successors  in 
the  cure  of  souls ;  and  sometimes  with  the  help  of  the  ancillary 
eablttowh  benefactions  of  nobles  and  also  of  burghers.     Even  the 
o»  qbb.      thirteenth  century  affords  one  or  two  such  examples.     But 
"^^'         instances  of  the  foundation  of  libraries,  for  the  use  of  the 
townsmen  generally,  are  very  rare  in  any  country  until  we 
come   down   to   the   days    of    the    Reformation.     Henry 
8m  Older  Neidhart's  pubUc  collcctiou  at  Ulm  (about  1435),  Conrad 
■erenuy,  in  Kuhnhofer's    pubUc    collcction   at    Nuremberg    (1445), 
voinLe.    "  Lewis    Von    Marburg's    public    collection  at   Frankfort 
(1484),  are  notable  among  those  of  the  exceptions  to  this 
rule  which  occur  in  Germany,  but  the  earliest  of  them  is, 
of  the  fifteenth  century.     The  Town  Library  of  Aix  is  a 
AiiD  OF    still  more  notable  exception  in  France.     It  is  of  the  same 
century,  indeed,  but  earlier  by  many  years  than  any  of  the 
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German  Town  Libraries  ;  having  been  established  in  14 1 8, 
and  that  not  by  the  beneficence  of  any  individual  towns- 
man but  by  the  corporate  action  of  the  Town  Council  itself. 
Italy  possessed  noble  libraries  at  an  earlier  date  than  either 
Germany  or  France,  but  they  are  usually  State  Libraries — 
whether  regal  or  republican — rather  than  Town  Libraries ; 
or  else  they  are  (1)  University  Libraries,  founded  more 
especially  for  the  use  of  the  Professors ;  or  (2)  Cathedral 
Libraries,  used  only  by  the  members  of  the  Chapter,  and,  per- 
missively,  by  others  of  the  Clergy.  Among  the  rare  excep- 
tions— as  far,  at  least,  as  regards  the  founder's  intention, 
though  not,  it  seems,  as  regards  the  practical  fact — the 
choice  collection  of  books  formed  by  Guarnerio,  pastor  of 
the  little  town  of  St.  Daniel  in  the  Friuli  ought  perhaps  to 
be  reckoned.  His  MS.  library,  in  its  entirety,  was  so 
noble  an  one  that  Bessarion  (himself  a  prince  amongst 
the  renaissance  collectors)  calls  it  **  the  finest  in  Italy,  if 
not  in  the  world ;"  and  this  in  the  days  of  Thomas  of 
Sarzana  (Pope  Nicholas  V),  of  Frederick,  Duke  of  Ur-     a«»  <>' 

Italt 

bino,  and  of  Matthias  Corvinus,  King  of  Hungary.     It  guamewi 
appears  to  have  been  the  liberal  founder's  purpose  to  make  ^"bww"'^ 
this  treasure  a  library  for  his  townsmen  at  large,  although  in 
practice  (and  by  gross  neglect)  it  remained  for  several  gene- 
rations only  a  buried  treasure  in  the  Church  of  St.  Michael. 

England,  at  this  period — as  at  periods  long  subsequent     ^^"-^ 
— had  very  little  to  boast  of,  in  respect  to  Libraries  of  any  of  libra- 
kind.     There  had  been  some  good  beginnings.     Eminent  ewolawd. 
among    the    beginners    were    Richard     D'Aungerville, 
Bishop  of  Durham*  (1333-1845)  and  Humphrey  Plan- 
tagenet,  Duke  of  Gloucester  (1414-1446),t  but  the  seed 

•  See  Memoirs  of  Libraries,  Vol.  I,  pp.  377—384. 

t  Ibid.,  p.  588,  and  Macbat,  Anncds  of  the  Bodleian  Library,  Introd. 
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had  been  sown  in  a  field  destined  soon  to  be  overrun  by 
conflicting  armies,  engaged  in  civil  and  almost  interminable 
wars. 

Nearly  contemporaneous  with  the  benefactions  of  Hum- 
phrey Plantagenet  to  the  University  of  Oxford,  was  a 
smaller  but  pregnant  gift  of  books  made  by  John  Car- 
The  Town  PENTER,  a  famous  Town  Clerk  of  London;  and,  in  several 
g"ldh1ii.'  ^*ys>  *  pubUc   benefactor  to   his   fellow-citizens.      And 
ai2i-«)).     here  we  have  the  first  distinct  expression  of  the  wish  of  an 
Englishman  that  the  books  from  which  he  had  derived 
mental  culture  and  enjoyment  in  his  lifetime  should  be 
made  to  promote  the  education  of  the  "  common  people" 
after  his  death.     But  this  was,  for  the  most  part,  to  be 
done  indirectly  and,  as  it  were,  at  second-hand.     "  I  direct," 
says  Carpenter,  in  his  last  Will,  "  that  if  any  good  or 
rare  books   should  be  found   among  the  residue  of  my 
goods,  which,  by  the  discretion  of  Masters  William  Lich- 
M8.(tnM.  FIELD  and  Reginald  Pecock,*  may  seem  necessary  for  the 
bJi  Li^*    Common  Library  at  Guildhall,  for  the  profit  of  the  students 
there,  and  [of]   those  discoursing  to  the  Common  People, 
I  will  and  bequeath  that  those  books  be  [there]  placed  by 
my  Executors." 

The  reader  perceives  that  two  pre-existing  facts  are,  or 
seem  to  be,  implied  by  these  remarkable  words.  It  is 
plain  that  there  was  already  a  *  Common^  or  '  Town  Library/ 
It  is  probable  that,  in  connection  with  this  Library, 
addresses  or  lectures  were  wont  to  be  delivered  "  to  the 
Common  People."  If  this  last-named  fact,  or  probable 
fact,  be  really  so,  Sir  Thomas  Gresham^s  noble  but  unfor- 
tunate institution  of  the  next  century  was  not  so  much  a 
novel  experiment  as  it  was  the  revival  of  an  ancient  foun- 

*  Afterwards  Bishop  of  Chichester,  and  author  of  the  famous  pre- 
reformation  work  The  Repressor  of  the  Clergy, 
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dation.  The  virtual  ruin  of  Grks ham's  College  is  one  of 
the  many  stains  which  rest  up6n  the  fame  of  the  London 
Corporation, — as  far  as  concerns  not  alone  its  relations 
with  learning,  but  also  the  fidehty  of  its  trusteeship  to 
departed  benefactors.  The  reproach  belongs,  more  espe- 
cially, to  the  City  Corporators  of  the  last  century.  It  is 
possible  that  they  were  only  treading — too  accurately — ^in 
the  steps  of  their  fifteenth  century  predecessors. 

Be  that  as  it  may,  the  *  Common  Library*  at  Guildhall, 
to  which  John  Carpenter  was  a  benefactor,  has  a  curious 
history.  Its  history  begins  with  a  name  which  was  once 
on  the  tongues  of  all  Londoners,  and  it  ends  with  a  name 
which  was  once  a  household  word — either  for  love  or  for  hate 
— to  nearly  all  Englishmen.  Both  names  are  well-remem- 
bered still.  Each  of  them  is,  in  its  degree,  typical  of  a 
social  revolution.  Richard  Whittington,  Lord  Mayor  of 
London,  rose  from  a  very  lowly  origin  to  an  influence  on 
the  State  affairs  of  England,  by  dint  of  a  far-extended 
foreign  trade.  Edward  Seymour,  Duke  of  Somerset,  fell 
from  a  more  than  vice-regal  throne  to  a  scaffold,  by  dint  of 
that  o'er-vaulting  ambition  which,  in  his  case,  marred  a 
great  cause  as  well  as  an  eminent  man.  Somerset,  in 
1550,  destroyed  the  library  which  Whittington,  in  1420, 
had  founded.  There  is  great  obscurity  over  the  minor 
circumstances  both  of  the  foundation  and  of  the  destruc- 
tion ;  but  none  at  all  over  the  main  facts.* 

Sir  Richard  Whittington  had  committed  the  oversight     dk8t»uc- 
— possibly  the  trusteeship — of  his  Public  Library  to  Fran-  pubJc  li- 
ciscan  Monks.     There  is  an  obvious  probability  that  this  g^^hal'T 
arrangement  contributed  to  its  ruin.     The  Lord  Protector  "™»^*°- 
Somerset's  ideas  of   reformation  were  not  unlike  those  M«marr. 

•  Comp.  the  additions,  by  Stevens,  to  Dugdale's  Monasiicon,  vol.  vi, 
p.  1520 ;  and  Strjrpe's  edition  of  Stowe's  Survey,  vol.  i,  p.  43,  and  p.  130. 
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which  have  obtained  among  some  very  modern  reformers 
(now,  it  may  perhaps  be  thought,  miscalled  *  liberals')  in 
relation,  more  particularly,  to  Church  affairs.  He,  and 
they,  set  about  removing  the  neglects  and  abuses,  which, 
in  some  measure  or  other,  the  efflux  of  time  is  quite  sure  to 
bring  with  it  in  the  best  of  institutions,  by  destroying  the 
institution  altogether.  Somerset  effected  both  the  dis- 
establishment and  the  disendowment  of  the  Guildhall 
Library,  in  a  speedy  fashion,  such  as  no  modern  *  liberal' 
could  surpass.  He  sent  to  the  Guildhall  four  waggons,  to 
carry  off  its  books;  just  as  he  had,  only  a  little  while 
before,  sent  forty  waggons  to  carry  off  the  stones  and  tim- 
ber of  the  time-honoured  Church  of  St.  Mary-le-Strand,  in 
order  to  promote  the  Reformation, — and  to  employ  the 
stones  and  timber  in  building  Somerset  House. 

As  far  as  relates  to  the  immediate  interests  of  learning, 
it  may  be  said,  with  entire  accuracy,  that  Somerset's 
dealings  with  the  Guildhall  Library  are  but  a  fair  sample 
of  what  was  done  in  respect  to  Libraries  throughout  the 
length  and  breadth  of  England,  by  his  co-workers,  and 
also  by  his  followers,  during  no  short  period  of  time.  The 
German  Reformers  did  far  otherwise.  In  Germany, 
many  good  Libraries — such  as  have  been  active  civilising 
agents  for  more  than  three  centuries,  and  are  so  still — date 
their  origin  expressly  from  the  Reformation  movement. 
Concerning  the  substantial  benefits  and  blessings  which, 
by  many  channels,  have  accrued  to  both  countries  from  that 
great  uprising  comparatively  few  Englishmen  stand,  in 
these  days,  in  any  doubt.  But  that  is  no  reason  for  blink- 
ing the  truth  about  its  drawbacks.  The  most  prominent 
among  the  secular  leaders  of  the  English  Reformation,  as 
well  as  a  few  among  clerical  leaders,  were  far  more  notable 
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for  greed  than  for  godliness.  Many  times,  and  in  many 
places,  they  pulled  down  more  of  good  than  they  destroyed 
of  evil.  The  trail  they  left,  over  a  large  breadth  of  the 
land,  was  the  trail  of  the  spoiler.  Literature  owes  very 
little  to  the  best  among  the  Tudor  sovereigns,  or  the  Tudor 
statesmen.  It  owes  very  much  to  institutions  and  to  men 
that,  to  the  best  of  Tudor  power  and  influence,  were 
trodden  down  by  all  of  them.  For  both  the  neglect  of 
literature  and  the  enmity  to  the  Church  of  England — 
glorious  as  being  ahke,  for  many  centuries,  the  great 
patron  and  the  main  well-spring  of  our  learning — which 
marked  the  policy  of  Henry  marked  also  that  of  Eliza- 
beth .  The  suppression  of  the  Monasteries  offered  a  splendid 
opportunity  for  the  establishment,  at  small  cost,  and  with  a 
noble  ground- work,  of  free  Public  Libraries  in  every  English 
county.  Not  one  such  was  established,  in  any  one  county 
or  town,  by  any  Tudor  prince  or  statesman.  Nor  can  the 
omission  be  ascribed  to  the  lack  of  admonition  or  entreaty. 
The  measure  was  urged  again  and  again,  as  one  pregnant 
with  good  for  the  times  to  come.  It  was  advocated  by 
Church  dignitaries,  and  by  laic  antiquaries.  It  was  urged 
upon  Henry,  upon  Edward,  and  upon  Elizabeth  ;  and 
always  urged  in  vain.* 

At  one  moment,  indeed,  a  small  germ  seemed  to  have 
been  set,  out  of  which,  under  due  nursing.  Parish  Libra- 
ries would  have  grown.  When,  at  length,  the  deep-rooted 
opposition  of  Henry  VIII  to  the  dissemination  of  the  ea»ltat. 
Bible  in  English  seemed  (for  the  moment)  to  have  been  p11[,7h  u. 
torn  up,  by  the  vigorous  and  successive  tugs  of  Cranmer 
and  of  Thomas  Cromwell,  an  enactment  was  made  which 
might  have  had  great  social  results.  In  September,  1537, 
an  injunction  (not  a  Statute,  as  has  been  said,  but  having 

•  See  Memoirs  of  Libraries,  VoL  I,  p.  756. 
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force  of  law),  was  made  for  the  providing  of  Bibles  in  every 
parish  church — to  be  freely  accessible  to  all  parishioners — 
throughout  England;  and  other  injunctions  followed  for 
the  like  provision  of  certain  other  books.  And  the  charges 
were  to  be  borne  by  a  Parish  book-rate.  But  the  fluctuations 
of  the  Tudor  policy  destroyed  the  germ,  whilst  yet  unde- 
veloped. Nothing  had  come  of  it — when  a  few  years  had 
passed  over — but  a  few  tattered  Bibles,  held  together  by 
rusty  chains.  The  people  had  flocked  to  read,  and  to  hear 
readings,  in  such  numbers  that  the  books  (even  of  six- 
teenth century  paper)  were  rapidly  outworn. 

When,  after  the  lapse  of  well-nigh  two  centuries,  legis- 
lative attention  was  again  turned  towards  Libraries — for  a 
passing  moment  or  two — the  results  were  little  better. 
This  occurred  in  1709.  And  the  first  influential  mover  in 
the  matter  was  Dr.  Thomas  Bray,  a  Shropshire  man,  and 
the  founder  of  the  excellent  *  Society  for  the  Propagation  of 
the  Gospel.' 
THOiBmAT  Thomas  Bray  was  a  man  who  united  with  great  versa- 
MovBMiMT  tility  of  practical  faculty,  a  steady  power  of  work,  and  con- 
LMEima*!"  siderable  force  of  character.  In  early  life,  he  had  had  ex- 
perience of  the  cure  of  souls  in  several  parts  of  England, 
and  sometimes  amidst  many  difficulties.  He  had  seen 
much  of  his  fellow-labourers  in  the  vineyard.  He  had 
often  noticed  that  amongst  the  many  trials  of  the  poorer 
clergy — of  those  of  them,  at  least,  who  put  their  hearts  into 
their  work — not  the  smallest  was  the  diflSiculty  of  obtaining 
books ;  and  he  thought  much  about  the  means  by  which 
that  sore  aggravation  of  poverty  might  be  removed.  When 
his  own  zealous  labours  had  won  for  him  the  offer  of 
valuable  preferment,  under  circumstances  which  made  the 
patrons  anxious  that  their  offer  should  not  be  refused,  he 
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made  his  acceptance  conditional  on  his  being,  first  of  all, 
assisted  in  his  efibrts  to  establish  '  Parochial  Libraries'  for 
the  especial  usfe  of  his  struggling  brethren.  And  he 
obtained  the  help  he  sought. 

Unwisely,  as  I  venture  to  think,  Dr.  Bray  framed  his 
scheme  with  too  exclusive  a  reference  to  the  clergy.  His 
express  object  would  have  been, — in  the  long  run, — far 
more  extensively  attained,  had  he  given,  under  due  limits, 
a  direct  interest  in  the  Libraries  about  to  be  founded  to  aU 
the  inhabitants  of  the  several  parishes  in  which  they  were 
to  be  placed.  Instead  of  this,  whilst  calling  them  'Paro- 
chial,' he  made  them  merely  *  Clerical.' 

This  w^orthy  man  lived  long  enough  to  found,  or  to  en- 
large, sixty-one  Church  Libraries  in  England  and  Wales, 
besides  several  in  the  Colonies ;  and  to  provide  means  for 
the  carrying  on  of  his  work,  after  his  own  death.  His 
*  Associates '  are  still  a  corporation  in  full  activity,  but  their 
efforts  ai*e  turned  to  the  maintenance  of  colonial  schools, 
rather  than  of  Libraries. 

In  the  year  1709,  Dr.  Bray's  exertions,  aided  by  those 
of  Sir   Peter   King  (afterwards    Lord    High    Chancellor), 
procured  the  passing   of  an  Act   of  Parliament  entitled 
*Jn  Act  for  the  better  Preservation  of  Parochial  Libraries    th«  •  pa- 
in  that  part  of  Great  Britain  called  England'  mawmact' 

By  this  statute  it  is  enacted  that  every  Incumbent  of  a  ^  ^'  ^JJ' 
parish  in  which  a  'Parochial  Library'  shall  have  been 
theretofore  formed,  or  of  a  parish  in  which  any  such  Li- 
brary shall  thereafter  be  formed,  shall  give  security,  accord- 
ing to  a  prescribed  form,  for  the  due  preservation  of  the 
collection,  and  for  its  transmittal  to  his  successor;  and 
that  he  shall  make,  or  cause  to  be  made,  an  accurate  cata- 
logue of  its  contents.  The  Act  also  gives  powers  for  the 
recovery  of  books  belonging  to  any  such  Library,  in  cases 
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wherein  they  may  have  been  removed  or  withheld.  But 
it  provides  no  means  of  increase.  It  makes  no  provision, 
whatever,  for  parochial  use  or  accessibility. 

A  few  more  Libraries  were  placed  in  Church  Vestries 
and  in  Parsonages,  generally  by,  or  with  the  aid  of,  the 
'Associates  of  Dr,  Bray^  in  the  period  immediately  follow- 
ing his  own  death  (Feb.  1730).  Such  Libraries  came,  of 
course,  within  the  purview  of  the  Act  of  Anne.  But,  in 
regard  to  most  of  them,  its  provisions  for  security  and 
cataloguing  soon  became,  and,  in  many  places,  have  ever 
kmlicted  continued  to  be,  a  dead  letter.  Not  a  few  of  these  Li- 
STATB  OF     braries,  however,  still  exist.     I  have  visited  some  of  them. 

MANY  1       /»    1 

CHoacH  Where  there  has  chanced  to  be  a  succession  of  thoughtful 
and  conscientious  incumbents,  they  have  been  well  cared 
for,  even  if  little  used.  But  everything,  in  these  cases, 
depends  on  the  disposition  and  energy,  or  want  of  energy, 
of  the  parish  priest.  Last  year  (1867)  I  noticed  with 
regret  that  in  the  instance  of  a  rural  parish  in  Hampshire* 
its  valuable  Library  (one  of  those  founded  by  Bray)  was 
turned  out  of  doors, — without  inventory  and  without  super- 

*  Wliitchurch,  near  Andover.  In  this  instanoe,  the  lay-irapropriator, 
not  the  Rector  of  the  Parish,  had  had  the  main  control  of  the  rebuilding. 
What  is  afterwards  mentioned  as  occurring  in  its  progress  was  done  ex- 
pressly against  directions  contained  in  the  specification  of  the  architect, 
and  (of  course)  without  any  faculty  from  the  Bishop  of  Winchester.  In 
like  manner,  gravestones  had  been  wantonly  broken ;  and  great  heaps  of 
rubbish  lay  in  piles  over  tombs,  although  a  large  space  of  vacant  and 
parochial  ground  lay  very  near  at  hand.  I  may  here  add,  for  the  anti- 
quary, that  the  workmen  found,  built  up  or  buried  within  a  wall  of  the 
nave  of  the  church  a  carved  sepulchral  monument  of  pre-Norman  times. 
It  was  four  feet  eleven  inches  in  length — all  over — eight  and  a  half 
inches  in  breadth,  and  ten  in  thickness.  Within  a  niche  (16  inches 
by  14)  was  a  monumental  figure.  The  inscription  read  thus :  "  -f  Hit 
corpus  Eric  .  .  .  Burgave  requiescit  in  pace  sepuUum**  The  material  was 
free- stone.  The  monument  bore  conspicuous  weather  stains.  It  was 
obvious  that,  in  the  more  ancient  church  which  had  preceded  that  re- 
cently puUed  down,  this  monument  had  been  exposed  to  sun  and  wind. 
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vision^ — on  occasion  of  the  .rebuilding  of  the  church.  The 
schoolmaster  had  to  take  charge  of  the  books  and  to  re- 
move them  to  his  home,  at  a  distance;  although  the  Rec- 
tory House  was  close  to  the  old  Church,  and  in  no  danger 
of  being,  like  it,  pulled  down,  rather  to  gratify  novelty- 
loving  eyes  than  for  any  real  parochial  need.  Of  these 
books  a  full  and  elaborate  catalogue  had  been  made  so 
recently  as  in  1850.  But  the  neglect  of  books  excited  no 
surprise,  when  the  eye  of  the  visitor  glanced  at  the  church- 
yard, and  then  was  led  to  scrutinise  a  little  farther.  There^ 
was  to  be  seen  the  most  disgraceful  neglect,  and  most  open 
contempt,  of  the  sacredness  of  the  dead.  A  vault  had 
even  been  broken  into  (in  the  darkness  of  night),  by  the 
workmen,  and  the  remains  of  the  dead  carried  away  from 
the  place  which  either  by  themselves,  or  by  their  survivors, 
had  been  purchased  for  (as  it  was  vainly  hoped)  their  final 
repose.  The  visitor  ceased  to  ponder  over  the  calculus 
of  probabilities  whether  Dr.  Bray's  Library  would  survive, 
to  return  to  the  Church  Vestry,  or  would  fall  the  victim  of 
some  accidental  fire,  at  the  other  end  of  the  village, — such 
as  just  before  had  destroyed  some  cottages  not  far  from  its 
temporary  abode. 

To  this  same  parish  there  had  been  an  earlier  benefaction 
of  books,  which  had  formed  part  of  the  Library  of  the 
family  of  Brooke*  of  Freefolk.     What  remained  of  these 

•  Of  this  Brooke  family — the  donors  of  the  boi^ks, — an  interesting 
tomb,  erected  in  1603,  stood  (until  1867)  in  the  Chancel  of  the  Church. 
It  bore  an  inscription  too  long  for  insertion,  but  of  which  some  lines 
may  be  quoted.  Their  writer  entertained  King  Charles  I,  when  he  passed 
by  Whitchurch,  immediately  before  the  second  battle  of  Newbury. 

"  PiETATis  Opus. 

''ThU  grave  (oh  greife!)  hath  swallow'd  up,  with  wide  and  open  mouth, 
The  body  of  good  Richard  Brooke,  of  Whitchurch,  Hampton,  south ;" 

and  80  on,  in  very  doggrel  verse.    It  ends  thus : 
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Brooke  books — amongst  which.  I  noticed  the  remains  of  a 
noble  copy  of  the  Workes  of  Sir  Thomas  MorCy  in  the 
excessively  rare  edition  of  1657 — had  also  been  catalogued, 
with  the  Bray  Library,  in  1850.  It  was  evident  that,  at 
some  period,  the  books  of  the  Brookks  had  helped  either 
to  warm  the  churchwardens,  or  to  air  the  surplices. 

The  notes  which  lie  before  me  would  make  it  easy  to 
illustrate  the  inefficiency  of  the  Act  of  1709 — still,  it  is  to 
be  remembered,  having  the  force  of  law  in  1868 — for  the 
protection  of  such  of  the  Parochial  Libraries  as  came 
within  its  scope.  But  the  Whitchurch  case  may  suffice. 
It  must  be  added,  however,  that  many  of  these  clerical 
libraries  were  also  public  ones ;  not,  indeed,  by  virtue  of 
the  legislation  of  1709;  but  in  pursuance  either,  first,  of 
the  directions  of  earlier  testators  or  benefactors ;  or  secondly 
(and  often),  in  consequence  of  the  goodwill  of  incumbents. 
However  many,  in  the  efflux  of  time,  the  cases  of  neglect, 
those  of  a  liberal  regard  to  the  public  and  to  posterity  are 
likewise  numerous.  And  it  must  also  be  borne  in  mind  that, 
of  necessity,  the  Bray  Libraries  were  commonly  the  adjuncts 
of  poor  livings;  often — as  at  Whitchurch — the  adjuncts 
of  livings  which  had  been  made  poor  by  measures  which 
helped  to  make  lay-impropriators  rich; — rich  with  the 
spoils  alike  of  the  pastor  and  of  the  flock.  To  the  Clergy 
of  the  Church  of  the  United  Kingdom,  learning,  and  all 
the  institutes  of  learning,  owe  an  inestimable  debt.  At 
no  period  of  time  have  they,  as  a  body,  belonged  to  that 

"  This  toome-stone  with  the  plate  thereon,  first  graven  faire  and  large. 
Did  Robert  Brooke,  the  yonngeat  son,  make  of  his  proper  charge ;"  &c. 

This  tomb,  in  like  manner,  was  so  wantonly  broken  (in  1867)  that  it  wiU 
not  be  possible  to  restore  it  integraUj.  Robert  Brooke  was  one  of  the 
donors  of  books,  and,  I  believe,  was  in  other  ways  a  benefactor  to  the 
parish.  But,  for  benefactors,  lay-impropriators  have  often  very  little 
respect.    Whitchurch  does  not  stand  alone  in  such  experiences. 
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large  class  of  men  who  show  their  unworthiness  to  inherit 
the  good  gifts  of  past  ages,  by  their  lack  of  will  to  be- 
queath, in  their  turn,  good  gifts  to  the  ages  to  come. 

In  the  way  of  contributing,  in  its  due  measure,  towards 
the  diffiision  of  books  over  the  length  and  breadth  of 
England,  legislation  did  nothing  really  effectual,  until  the 
middle  of  the  nineteenth  century.  Kepeated  efforts  were 
then  made  to  arouse  parliamentary  as  well  as  public  atten- 
tion to  the  truth  that,  proud  as  Britons  rightly  are  of  the 
might  which  lies  in  the  combinations  of  merely  private  and 
voluntary  effort,  in  respect  to  all  the  agencies  of  civilisation 
and  true  progress ;  the  State  also  has  duties  with  regard 
to  all  those  agencies  which  are  no  less  binding  upon  it,  as 
a  body  corporate,  than  the  duties  of  its  individual  members 
are  binding  upon  each  one  of  them  severally. 

To  a  distant  observer,  it  might  well  have  seemed  that    ^''^o'^^c- 

'  o  TioK  or  Rk- 

when  once  a  Member  of  Parliament  had  taken  upon  him-  «nt  lkois. 
self  to  urge  upon  his  fellow-legislators  an  inquiry  (in  the  lib»aeie«. 
time-honoured  form  of  a  Parliamentary  Committee)  into 
the  best  means  of  encouraging  and  promoting  both  the 
formation  of  more  Libraries,  and  the  increased  public  use- 
fulness of  the  existing  ones,  the  sole  obstacle  in  his  path 
would,  at  worst,  be  apathy.  Such  an  observer  would  feel 
no  surprise  at  some  slowness  and  slackness  of  co-operation. 
He  would  even  evince  no  perplexity  on  seeing  the  preva- 
lence of  a  general  opinion  amongst  the  guardians  of  existing 
Libraries  that  their  management  w^as  already  almost,  if  not 
absolutely,  perfect.  But  >vhen  he  saw  that  a  proposal,  so 
modestly  couched,  was  met,  not  with  cold  and  unsympa- 
thising  assent,  but  with  active,  ardent,  and  even  bitter 
opposition,  he  may  well  have  felt  some  little  shock,  so  to 
si)eak,    of  momentary  astonishment.      Such   a  reception, 
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however,  it  was  which  awaited  Mr.  William  E wart's 
motion,  made  early  in  the  year  1849,  for  the  appointment 
of  a  '*  Select  Committee  on  the  existing  Public  Libraries 
in  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  and  on  the  best  means  of 
extending  the  establishment  of  Libraries  freely  open  to  the 
public,  especially  in  large  towns^  Of  the  opposition  which 
this  motion  excited  ;  of  the  remarkable  share  in  that  oppo- 
sition taken  by  Sir  George  Grey,  then  one  of  Her  Majes- 
ty's Secretaries  of  State;  of  the  removal  of  this  and  of 
other  obstructions  to  the  proposed  inquiry ;  of  the  course 
of  the  inquiry,  and  of  its  results,  I  have  heretofore  given 
an  account ;  and  to  that  account  {Memoirs  of  Libraries,  vol. 
i,  pp.  777-792)  I  may,  perhaps,  be  permitted  to  refer  the 
reader.  In  the  present  volume  a  glance  at  the  results  is 
all  that  seems  needful.  The  new  matter  is  far  too  abundant 
to  permit  of  more  than  very  brief  retrospective  glances. 

The  inquiry  of  1849-50  established,  most  conclusively, 
these  four  facts :  (1)  That  the  provision,  within  the  United 
Kingdom,  of  Libraries  publicly  accessible  was  in  extreme 
disproportion  to  its  wealth  and  to  its  resources ;  (2)  That 
on  the  part  of  the  public  at  large  there  was  a  wide-spread 
and  growing  conviction  that  more  Public  Libraries  were 
needed,  and  would  be  largely  used ;  and  that  no  such  pro- 
vision was  likely  to  be  made  unless  some  new  facilities  and 
new  machinery  were  provided  by  the  Legislature ;  (3)  That 
an  employment,  for  the  custody,  control,  and  general  ad- 
ministration of  new  Town  Libraries,  of  the  existing  muni- 
cipal or  quasi-municipal  bodies  seemed  to  oflfer  the  best 
machinery  for  the  purpose  which  could  then  be  proposed 
to  Parliament ;  (4)  That  the  regulations  of  many  existing 
Libraries  stood  in  great  need  of  revisal,  in  order  to  make 
them  more  liberal,  and  the  Libraries  more  widely  useful ;  and 
also  that  amongst  the  Libraries  whose  regulations  stood  most 
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in  need  of  such  revision,  were  some,  a  considerable  part  of 
^c hose  funds  was  already  provided  by  the  Public  ;^ — either, 
as  to  some  of  them,  in  the  shape  of  grants  from  the  Con- 
solidated Fund,  or,  as  to  others,  by  the  incidence  of  the 
Copy-Tax. 

During  the  eighteen  years  which  have  elapsed  since  the 
last  Report  of  the  Public  Libraries'  Committee  was  placed 
before  Parliament  (1850),  large  results  have  flowed  from 
its  recommendations  under  the  second  and  third  heads 
above  enumerated ;  but  little  or  no  result  from  its  recom- 
mendations under  the  fourth  head.     Some  of  the  subse- 
quent pages  of  this  volume  will  show  how  truly — notwith-  m^BtuZlt 
standing  the  lapse  of  those  eighteen  years — the  regulations  J^w«,k^^. 
of  many  existing  Libraries,  receiving  partial  or  consider-  \^^^^. 
able  support  from  public  sources,  "stand  in  great  need  of  's^-   ^"- 

revisal."  'London* 

Wheu  action  was  taken  in  1850  on  the  proposal  to  give 
to  Municipal  Corporations  new  powers  in  order  to  the 
establishment  of  new  and  Free  Town  Libraries  the  parlia- 
mentary mover  in  the  matter  had  again  to  sustain  persistent 
and  energetic  opposition,  as  well  as  to  fight  against  the 
inert  but  stubborn  force  of  careless  indifference. 

No  Parliament-man  has  ever  taken  up  a  new  question 
of  social,  as  distinguished  from  merely  political,  reform, 
without  soou  perceiving  that  he  has  to  fortify  himself 
against  the  active  resistance  of  prejudice,  as  well  as  against 
the  passive  resistance  of  apathy.  The  apathy  is,  in  its 
measure,  worthy  of  deference,  and  even  of  respect.  It  is 
one  of  our  great  safeguards  against  ignorant  innovation. 
The  prejudice  deserves  only  to  be  combated  outright.     In 

•  BepoH  of  the  Committee  on  Public  Libraries,  July,  1849;  Second 
Report,  11th  June,  1850. 
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the  words  of  an  old  reformer,* — and  one  who  contrived  to 
*^^*^     beat  down  a  fair  share  of  prejudices,  in  his  day  and  gene- 
ration,— it  has  to  be  fought  with,  "  after  the  fashion  of  the 
Poles,  neither  giving  nor  taking  quarter." 
thi  Dis-       Mr.  William  Ewart  had  been  well  inured  to  the  hard 
i8«-6o.      contests  of  the  social  reformer.     No  man  within  the  four 
walls  of  the  House  of  Commons  had  been  more  frequently 
counted  "  in  the  minority."     But  he  has  already  lived  to 
see  several  important  social  proposals  of  reform — in  which 
his  own  'Aye '  had  once  so  few  supporters  that  its  sound 
was  almost  lost  amidst  the  vigorous  shout  of  'No' — outlive 
their  opponents.   One  or  two  other  such  propositions  bid  fair 
to  pass,  by-and-bye,  from  the  side  of  defeat  to  that  of  success. 
When  he  proposed  that  British  Municipalities  should  be 
empowered  to  build  Libraries,  as  well  as  build  sewers ; 
and  to  levy  a  local  rate  for  bringing  books  into  the  sitting- 
room  of  the  handicraftsman  or  the  tradesman,  as  well  as 
one  for  bringing  water  into  his  kitchen,  he  found  that  the 
most  promising  path  of  successful  eflfort  was  that  of  dealing 
piecemeal  with  the  question.     Little  by  little,  the  object, 
it  was  hoped,  might  be  soon  achieved.     Were  the  proposal 
dealt  with  in  a  more  complete,  prevenient,  and  statesman- 
like fashion,  its  attainment, — however  certain  in  the  long 
run, — might,  for  several  sessions,  be  postponed. 

The  aspect  of  the  House  of  Commons  on  the  evening 
of  the  second  reading  of  the  Bill  by  which  it  w^as  proposed 
to  create,  for  the  first  time  in  England,  Permanent  Town 
Libraries,  having  in  view  the  educational  f  interests  of  the 
whole  community, — not  those  of  a  mere  section  of   the 

t  The  word  *  educational'  is  used  advisedly.  Education,  in  its  truest 
sense,  does  not  end  at  school  or  at  college,  but  only  begins  there.  And 
if  Libraries  are  not  educators, — in  that  sense  of  the  term, — they  have  no 
claim  whatever  to  legislative  attention,  howsoever  serviceable  in  other 
i^espects. 
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community, — was  an  instructive  aspect.  The  attendance 
was  very  scanty.  But  there  were  many  benches  full  of 
pre-announced  opponents.  Had  it  been  a  question  of 
personal  censure  on  the  doings  of  some  Secretary  of  Lega- 
tion at  the  other  end  of  Europe,  or  of  some  junior  Lord 
of  the  Admiralty  at  home,  there  would  have  been  three 
times  as  many  members  present;  and  much  more  than 
three  times  the  amount  of  active  interest  and  sympathy  in 
the  matter  under  debate  would  have  been  expressed  physio- 
gnomically.  The  expression  actually  prevalent  was,  for  the 
most  part,  that  of  gentlemanly  indifference  to  the  discussion 
of  so  dull  and  uninteresting  a  question. 

The  immediate  proposal  before  the  House  was  limited  to 
the  procuring  of  sites  and  the  erecting  or  adapting  of 
buildings  for  Town  Libraries,  and  the  provision  from  time 
to  time  of  the  expenses  of  maintenance,  by  means  of 
a  Library  rate ;  and  it  was  entirely  a  permissive  measure. 
The  provision  of  books  was  to  be  matter  of  future  legisla- 
tive arrangement,  if  of  any.  Meanwhile,  a  hope  was  ex- 
pressed that  although  voluntary  effort  might  be  untrust- 
worthy as  to  the  edifice,  it  might  be  regarded  (from  the 
'happy-go-lucky*  point  of  view,  we  will  imagine)  with 
more  cheerful  confidence,  as  to  the  needful  and  indispen- 
sable contents  of  the  edifice. 

This  very  limited  nnd  dwarfened  proposition  was  carried 
only  by  a  small  majority  of  votes.  The  division  showed 
101  Noes  against  118  Ayes.  In  subsequent  stages,  the 
small  measure  of  efficiency  which  the  Bill  contained  (when 
it  was  committed  upstairs)  was,  by  the  pereistent  exertion 
of  its  opponents,  lessened  in  committee.  When  it  returned 
to  the  House,  it  had  yet  another  trial  to  pass.  In  the 
whole,  it  went  through  a  dozen  discussions,  and  six  formal 
divisions,  before  the  opposition  ceased.     When  taken  to 
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the  Lords  it  was  carried  without  any  opposition  whatever. 
In  the  Upper  House,  all  that  was  said  about  it  was  in  the 
way  of  furtherance,  rather  than  of  hindrance.  And  the 
reader  of  'Hansard,' — as  well  as  the  frequenter  of  the 
Speaker  s  Gallery,  or  of  the  Lord  Chancellor's, — knows  that 
as  much  as  this  may  be  said,  with  strictest  accuracy,  of  many 
measures  pregnant  with  public  good,  besides  that  of  Free 
Libraries ;  and  of  measures  yet  more  important  than  it. 
To  the  Upper  House,  Englishmen  (in  the  broadest  sense 
of  the  word)  owe  a  debt  of  gratitude  which  is  not  always 
honestly  confessed — even  by  '  liberals.'  Its  inferiority  in 
the  talking  part  of  legislative  labour  has,  many  more  times 
than  a  few,  been  abundantly  compensated,  both  by  a  plain 
superiority  in  the  formative  and  enacting  part  of  that 
labour,  and  by  a  superiority  (more  praiseworthy  still)  in 
the  difficult  art  of  restraining  the  outflow  of  that  verbose 
oratory  which  impedes  public  business,  under  the  pretence 
of  promoting  it.  This  small  digression  apropos  of  the 
Libraries'  Act,  and  of  the  protracted  discussions  which 
impeded  its  passing,  may  perhaps  be  pardoned,  were  it 
only  in  consideration  of  the  fact  that  what  used  in  the 
House  of  Commons  to  be,  at  worst,  but  a  very  full  stream 
of  talk  has,  of  late,  become  a  wide-spreading  inundation. 

When  the  first  Libraries  Act  received  the  Royal  Assent 
•^14th  August,  1850 — its  main  provisions  stood  thus  : 
thkfimt  1.  Town  councils  were  permitted — if  they  thought  it 

iIi!!il*5M  ^^^^  ®^  *^  ^^ — *^  P"**  *^  ^^^^  constituent  bur- 

AcT'rmo).  gesses  the  question  :  **  Will  you  have  a  Library-rate 

levied  for  providing  a  Town   Library,  under  the 

enactments  of  13  &  14  of  Victoria,  c.  65?"  and  to 

poll  them  on   that  question.     But  the  permission 

was  made  dependent  on  the  existence,  within  the 
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municipal  limits,  of  a  population  of  not  less  than 
10,000  souls. 
2.  In  the  event  of  the  burgesses  deciding  that  ques- 
tion in  the  affirmative,  the  rate  so  to  be  levied  was 
limited  to  a  halfpenny  in  the  pound  on  the  rateable 
property. 
8.  The  product    of   any  rate  so  levied  was  to  be 
applied,  1st,  to  the  erection  or  adaptation  of  build- 
ings, together  with  contingent  expenses,  if  any,  for 
the  site ;  2ndly,  to  current  charges  of  management 
and  maintenance. 
4.  Town  councils  were  then  empowered  to  borrow 
money  on  the  security  of  the  rates  of  any  city  or 
borough  which  shall  have  adopted  the  Act. 
The  Act  of  1850,  as  the  reader  sees,  made  no  provision     is  and  u 
for  any  places  other  than  towns  corporate.     And  it  was 
confined  to  England. 


Victoria, 
c.  65. 


In  1853,  similar  legislation  was  provided  for  Ireland  and     thb  acis 
for  Scotland,  by  the  passing  of  the  1 6th  &  1 7th  of  the  Queen, 
c.  101  ;  but  as  this  Act  of  1853  was  repealed — in  order 
to  its  amendment  (in  1854,  as  far  as  concerned  Scotlandy  and 
in  1855  as  far  as  concerned  Ireland) — there  is  no  need  to    yj^^JJ 
dwell  upon  it.  «ioij 

In  the  following  session  of  1855,  the  English  Libraries  i8»ndi» 
Act  of  1850  was  similarly  repealed.  The  interval  was*  cw.  * 
just  sufficient  to  take  our  legislation  respecting  Libraries 
out  of  the  letter  of  the  incisive  criticism  on  modern  law- 
makers of  the  authors  of  Guesses  at  Truths  without  taking 
it  at  all  out  of  the  spirit  of  their  too  well-grounded  censure : 
— '*  One  seldom  expects  that  any  law  enacted  during  the 
last  Session  of  Parliament  will  escape  without  either  re- 
vision or  repeal  in  the  next."     "It  would  be  invidious," 
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they  add,  "  to  nsk  how  many  members  of  our  Legislature 
iGumtiMi  are  wont  to  project  their  minds  more  onwardly."^ 
^0,  ""  '         The  new  Act  received  the  Royal  Assent  on  the  80th  of 
^T^  July,  1855.     It  had  been  brought  into  the  House  of  Com- 
of  i86»i      mons  during  the  preceding  session  of  1854,  but  its  progress 
had   then   again   been  impeded.     Already,  in  1854,  the 
evidence  of  what  had  been  actually  done  in  many  towns 
under  the  Act  of  1850,  and  the  evidence,  no  less,  of  what  the 
shortcomings  of  that  Act  had  hindered  from  being  done,  in 
places  where  there  was  plenty  of  good  will  to  the  work, 
were  superabundant.     But  in   1855  there  was  more  evi- 
dence still  on  both  points.     There  was  active  parliamentary 
opposition  nevertheless.     But  it  was  significantly  shorn  of 
its  old  proportions.     On  the  most  material  division  taken 
upon  the  new  Bill  the  Ayes    were  nearly  three  to  one. 
What  it  was  that  brought  about  so  great  a  change  will  be 
seen  in  the  course  of  the  historical  summary  which  forms 
the  subject  of  our  fourth  chapter. 

The  main  provisions  of  the  new  law  may  be  thus  briefly 
indicated  : 

1.  As  regards  Municipal  Corporations,  it  reduced  the 
population  limit  io  Jive  thousand  souls,  instead  of 
ten. 

2.  It  extended  its  purview  (1)  to  Districts  (having 
a  like  population),  if  provided  with  a  '  Board  of 
Improvement,'  a  'Paving  or  Lighting  Trust,'  or 
any  other  local  Board  of  like  powers;  (2)  to 
Parishes^  or  Combinations  of  Parishes  (the  parish, 
or  the  united  parishes,  having  a  like  population  of 
5000  souls),  if  goveiTied  by  a  Vestry,  or  by  Vestries 
inclined  to  unite  in  order  to  propose  to  their  respec- 
tive ratepayers  the  question,  Aye  or  No,  of  a  Rate 
for  a  permanent  Free  Library. 
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3.  It  simplified  tlie  mode  of  operation  by  the  enact- 
ments which  are  explained  in  the  next  chapter. 

4.  It  raised  the  rate  limit  from  One  halfpenny  to  One 
penny  in  the  pound. 

5.  It  took  away  the  restriction  as  to  the  applicability 
of  the  product  of  the  rate,  making  the  fund  avail- 
able as  well  for  the  acquisition  of  books^  for  a 
Library  \  of  newspapers,  for  a  News  Room ;  of 
Specimens  of  Art  and  Science,  for  a  Museum  ;  as 
well  as  for  the  ordinary  appliances  of  furniture, 
fuel,  and  light. 

In  1866  the  latest  amendment  of  the  former  Acts  was  AHDofTHAt 
passed.  By  this  Act  (29  &  30  Vict.,  c.  114)  it  was  fur- 
ther  provided  that  the  expenses  of  executing  the  Act 
in  Boroughs  should  be  paid  out  of  the  Borough  Fund ; 
and  that  any  ten  ratepayers  might  secure  the  due  con- 
vening of  a  meeting  to  take  into  consideration  the  question 
whether  or  not  the  Act  should  be  introduced.  It  reduced 
the  needful  majority  for  adoption  from  ttoo  thirds  to  one 
half,  of  the  persons  assembled.  It  removed  the  limit  of  »  md  so 
population  ;  making  the  former  Act  available,  according  to  ^^^'  *  ^^*- 
its  other  and  unrepealed  provisions  irrespectively  of  popu- 
lation altogether ;  and  it  simplified — ^in  the  way  described 
in  the  next  chapter — the  methods  of  procedure  for  the 
union  of  parishes  not  incorporated,  in  order  to  the  creation 
of  a  Free  Library.  Finally  it  repealed  that  clause  of  the 
Scottish  Act  which  still,  in  1866,  authorised  the  demand  of 
a  poll  in  addition  to  the  convention  of  a  Meeting. 
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TOWN  COUNCILS,  PAROCHIAL  VESTRIES,  AND  OTHER 
LOCAL  BOARDS;  AND  THEIR  DUTIES  IN  TOWNS  OR 
PARISHES  IN  WHICH  A  FREE  LIBRARY  IS  PROPOSED 
TO  BE  ESTABLISHED  UNDER  THE  LIBRARIES'  ACT. 

Fwnctunut  and  Composition  of  Town  Councils — Changes  in  the  LegidaHon 
affecting  Corporaiums — Prelimina/ries  necessary  to  the  adoption  of  one 
or  other  of  the  existing  Libraries'  Acts — The  Pvhlic  Meeting  under  the 
Act  of  1S66— Expediency  or  Inexpediency  of  endeavouring  to  establish 
a  Free  Library  before  Polling  the  Burgesses — Appointment  of  the 
Library  Committee — Indirect  Results  of  Recent  Permissive  Legislatum 
— Choice  and  Qualijicaiions  of  a  Librarian — Esq>enditure — Levy  of 
the  Maximum,  Parliamentary  Rate. 

In  relation  to  matters  intellectual  and  educational^  there 

had  existed,  for  a  very  long  time,  a  social  prepossession 

FuNcnoN    against  extending   the    functions  of   Local   Councils  and 

•moS°"  OT  I^arish  Vestries,  and  a  social  prejudgment  that  in  the  hands 

Towif  cocif.  of  town  corporators  and  of  parish  vestrymen  any  powers  of 

dealing  with  such  matters  would  be  pretty  sure  to  be  abused 

on  the  one  hand,  or  to  be  neglected  on  the  other. 

Whether  well  or  ill-founded,  at  any  particular  epoch  of 
our  municipal  history,  the  fact  that  such  a  feeling  has 
existed,  and  does  still  to  some  extent  exist,  is  unquestionable. 
Nor  is  there  any  room  to  doubt  that  it  had  some  share  in 
that  persistent  opposition  to  the  particular  measure  of  legis- 
lation now  under  view,  the  course  and  consequence  of 
which  has  just  been  narrated.  It  is,  at  this  moment,  one 
cause  —  amongst    many  —  of    difficulties    which    impede 
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thorough  and  imperial  legislation  about  Schools.  And  the 
pregnant  bearings  of  the  actual  history  of  rate- supported 
Libraries  upon  the  prospective  or  possible  creation  of  rate- 
supported  Schools,  whilst  they  add  not  a  little  to  the 
intrinsic  interest  of  the  theme  discussed  in  these  pages, 
will  also  be  found  to  have  a  tendency  to  enhance  the  interest 
of  the  questions  '  Is  the  low  but  obviously  the  prevalent 
estimate  of  town  Councillors  and  parish  Vestrymen  merely 
a  prejudice  ?  Is  the  present  average  composition  of  Councils 
and  Vestries  fairly  representative  of  their  Constituents  of 
all  ranks  ?' 

Englishmen,  as  yet,  possess  no  municipal  history  which 
would  afford  a  thorough  and  exhaustive  answer  to  the  first 
question.  But  the  strong  contrast  between  many  of  the 
recorded  doings  of  town  Corporations  before  the  Restoration 
of  Charles  the  Second,  and  after  it,  supplies  a  partial 
answer,  which  is  veracious  as  far  as  it  reaches.  Among 
other  evil  results  of  the  mode  of  government  which  followed 
hard  upon  the  first  and  palmy  years  of  the  Restoration,  in  the  lk- 
was  a  marked  degradation  of  the  municipalities.  Men  of  II^^tiTo 
a  lower  class  than  had  theretofore  been  wont  to  fill  the  Coun-  Jf™l'^^^ 
cils  were  brought  into  them  by  governmental  influence. 
Irresponsibility  followed  close  upon  irregular  nomination, 
until  at  length — but  after  a  long  interval — there  came  to 
l>e  an  irresistible  cry  for  municipal  reform.  Had  the 
reform  of  1833-35  been  thorough,  there  would  have  been 
no  room  for  putting  the  second  question,  as  to  the  truly 
representative  character  of  Councils  and  other  local  boards, 
as  they  are  at  present  constituted. 

No  competently  informed  reader  can  have  taken  occa- 
sion to  scrutinise  the  lists  of  town  corporations  or  of 
parish  vestrymen — no  matter  in  what  part  of  England — 
without  seeing  that  they  are  very  rarely,  in  any  true  sense 
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of  the  word,  impartially  representative  of  all  classes  of 
the  inhabitants.  They  are  usually  taken  from  one  or 
two  classes  only.  In  a  very  large  number  of  towns  and 
parishes  men  of  independent  social  position,  professional 
men,  and  other  men  really  '  educated/  are  as  little  repre- 
sented in  the  ordinary  composition  of  the  Town  Councils- 
and  Vestries,*  as  are  the  handicraftsmen.  In  respect  of 
not  a  few  towns,  it  would  be  no  exaggeration  to  say  that 
the  shopkeeping  class  very  nearly  monopolises  the  repre- 
sentation. 

But  whatever  weight  may  fairly  be  assignable  to  this 
objection,  it  will  be  easy  to  show  that  it  has  no  real  validity 
whatever  as  an  objection  either  to  recent  legislation  about 
rate-supported  Libraries,  or  even  to  possible  future  legisla- 
tion about  rate-supported  Schools. 

Admitting  that,  in  some  towns,  it  would  not  be  easy  to 
nominate  a  really  befitting  Library  Committee  exdusively 
from  the  town  council  or  vestry  itself,  the  Libraries  Act 
has  provided  the  remedy.  It  expressly  empowers  the 
Council  of  a  Town,  or  the  Vestry  of  a  Parish,  to  strengthen 
its  administration  of  the  trusts  which  may  have  been  re- 
cently conferred  upon  it  under  the  Act,  by  delegating 
**  their  powers  to  a  Committee  the  members  whereof  may, 
or  may  not   be,  members   of  such  Council,    Vestry,   or 

•  Exempli  graiid:  "  When  we  consider  such  a  body  as  the  Vestry  of 
St.  Marylebone,  we  are  inclined  to  think  that  the  middle  classes  [raiher^ 
the  sbopkeeping  classes  P]  of  London  must  be  some  degrees  lower  in  in- 
telligence than  the  working  men  of  Liverpool.  These  last  hare  never 
had  any  doubts  as  to  the  benefits  of  a  Free  Library ;  but  when  the  pro- 
position to  establish  one  was  made  this  year  to  the  enlightened  rulers  of 
St.  Marylobone,  it  was  received  with  hisses  and  yells,  and  shouts  of  deri- 
sion ! The  lamentable  inefficiency  and  paltriness  of  spirit  dis- 
played by  our  parochial  boards  must  be  somehow  remedied 

London  is  certainly  for  behind  Liverpool  in  these  matters."— Jtfbmtn^ 
Herald,  20th  October,  1860. 
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Board/'  This  provision  cuts  away  the  ground  of  the  objec- 
tion, whatever  its  true  amount  of  validity,  had  no  such 
provision  been  made. 

Towns  so  diversely  circumstanced  as  Oxford  and  Salford 
have  ahke  profited  by  this  clause ;  and  have  found  advantage 
from  it.  Liverpool,  the  present  Corporation  of  which  stands 
notoriously  in  less  need  of  outward  help  in  the  administra- 
tion of  such  a  trust  than  that  either  of  Salford  or  of 
Oxford, — ^to  say  nothing  about  Metropolitan  Vestries — has 
done  the  same  thing. 

The  first  step  to  be  taken  by  such  inhabitants  of  a  town    pmsmiwa- 

«        .  .  .  W»»    NSCX8- 

or  parish  as  desire  to  see  the  Libraries'  Act  put  in  force  sa»t  to  th« 
within  its  limits,  is  to  create  sympathy  of  opinion,  by  the  th»  exist- 
wide  circulation  of  a    brief  and  lucid  exposition  of  the  "^^^.*^" 
objects  of  the  Act,  and  of  the  practical  methods  of  working 
it.     Such  a  statement  should   be  sent  to  every  man  who 
has  a  voice  in  the  decision.     Since  1866,  any  ten  rate- 
payers may  obtain  the  convening  of   a  public  meeting. 
And  if  the  circulation  of  the  address  precede  any  formal 
requisition  to  the  Town  Council  or  to  the  Parish  Vestry, 
or  other  local  board,  the  promoters  will  probably  find  their 
work  to  be  all  the  easier  in  degree.     Qiute  easy  it  will 
never  be — save  by  an  exception  so  rare,  that  no  man  who 
desires  to  work  for  his  fellows,  and  for  his  successors,  will 
lay  his  account  for  meeting  with  it.     Nor  is  entire  absence 
of  difficulty  of  any  kind  in  such  a  step  a  thing  desirable. 

The  duty  of  convening  ^a  meeting  of  Burgesses  within  a 
Borough,  or  of  Ratepayers  within  a  District  or  Parish  lies, 
in  each  case  respectively,  with  the  Mayor,  the  Local  Com- 
missioners, or  the  Overseers  of  the  Poor.     Ten  days'  notice  ^^*J^ 
must  be  given.     A  public  meeting  of  the  burgesses,  or  ^*°'^^" 
ratepayers  of  the  district,  has  then  the  power  of  voting  at  isw  a  isee 
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once  upon  the  proposition,  '  That  the  Libraries  Acty  1855, 
he  noto  adopted.'  If  the  '  Ayes'  number  a  simple  majority 
of  the  persons  then  assembled  and  present,  the  proposition 
is  carried,  and  the  Act  is,  by  that  vote,  introduced. 

Should  the  majority  of  votes  be  agairist  the  question, 

then  the  space  of  one  year  at  least  must  elapse  before  a 

new  meeting  can  be  called  to  reconsider  it.     All  expenses 

contingent  on  the  meeting — whether  the  Act  be  or  be  not 

adopted — may  be  paid  out  of  the  borough  rate,  or  by  a 

rate  to  be  levied  in  like  manner,  and  with  like  incidence 

29  and  30  ^^d  proccdurc,  as  the  borough  rate ;  and  all  subsequent 

dlw8  "ao  expenses,  when  the  Act  shall  have  been  adopted,  may  be 

Aug.,i8M.)    defrayed  in  like  manner;  provided,  always,  that  the  whole 

ib.,ciiuw2.  amount  so  expended  and  so  defrayed,  within  any  one  year, 

shall  not  exceed  one  penny  in  the  pound  upon  the  rateable 

value  of  the  property  liable  to  assessment.* 

In  certain  cases,  the  question  may  possibly  arise:  ^Ts  it 
cToriiEx-  expedient  to  take  any  active  steps  towards  the  formation  of 
FKDiwfCToir  ^  pj.gg  Library,  irrespectively,  for  the  time,  of  the  local 

*-  corporation  or  other  local  board,  and  with    the  view  of 

Free  Libra-  achicviug  thc  actual  establishment  of  such  a  Library,  to 

be  afterwards  transferred  to  the  corporation,  or  board,  as 

the  case  may  be,  under  the  provisions  of  the  Libraries' 

Act?' 

This  was  the  course  adopted  at  Manchester,  and  adopted 
successfully.  But  it  could  prudently  be  taken  only  in 
towns  where  there  is  both  a  prospect  of  a  large  voluntary 
subscription,  and  also  a  tolerably  safe  assurance  that  the 
j)roposition  to  introduce  the  Library  Act  \vill  be  vigorously 

*  There  is  a  special  provision  in  this  second  clause  of  29  and  30  Yict., 
c.  114,  that  nothing  in  the  Act  shaU  interfere  with  the  operation,  as 
respects  a  Library  Bate  for  the  City  of  Oxford  (see  hereafter,  Chap.  IV, 
§  Oxford)  of  a  Local  Act  passed  in  the  preceding  Session. 
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supported.  Even  in  Manchester  there  was  great  difference 
of  opinion  on  this  point  of  procedure.  Mr.  Brotherton 
(for  example)  strongly  advised  the  initiation  of  the  Free 
Libraries  by  appealing  at  once  to  the  burgesses.  That 
intelligent  representative  of  the  suburban  borough  of 
Salford  lent  his  zealous  help  in  the  early  stages  of  the 
eflPort  at  Manchester,  but  he  always  laid  great  stress  on  the 
wisdom  (having  in  view,  more  especially  the  terms  and 
limitations  of  the  then  'Libraries'  Act'  of  1850)  of  apply- 
ing the  whole  of  the  public  subscription  (amounting  to 
nearly  £13,000),  to  the  purchase  of  books ;  and  to  leave 
the  whole  of  the  other  expenses — site,  building,  fittings, 
furniture,  and  arrangement — to  be  defrayed  out  of  the 
product  of  the  rate  when  levied.  And,  obviously — could 
that  course  have  been  followed, — the  first  Free  Library 
established  under  the  Act  of  1850  might  then  have  opened 
its  doors  with  a  collection  of  books  almost  three  times  as 
large,  and  much  more  than  three  times  as  valuable,  as  that 
with  which  it  actually  began  its  operations  in  1852.  In- 
stead of  putting  at  the  disposal  of  the  townspeople, — of 
all  classes  and  of  all  social  positions, — a  Library  of  21,000 
volumes,  it  might  then  have  presented  for  their  use  a 
Library  of  58,000  volumes,  to  start  with  ;*  and — ^had  the 
maximum  rate  of  one  penny  in  the  pound  on  rateable  value 
been  levied  from  the  outset — with  a  fund,  for  purchases 
alone,  of  £1500  a  year.  But  there  were  difficulties  in  the 
path ;  whether  removeable  ones,  or  irremoveable  ones,  it 
boots  not  now  to  consider. 

It  may  also  be  noticed,  in  connection  with  this  part  of 
the  subject,  that  the  course  of  founding  a  Library  first, 
and  then  taking  a  vote  of  the  burgesses  on  the  question 
*  Rate,  or  no  Rate  ?'  afterwards,  failed  in  the  large  Parish 

•  See  hereafter.  Chap.  IV,  §  Manchester. 
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and  Parliamentary  Borough  of  St.  Marylebone  hardly  less 
conspicuously  than  it  had  succeeded  in  the  Borough  of 
Manchester.  The  proposal  was  negatived  by  a  combination 
composed  of  long-sighted  publicans  and  of  short-sighted 
shopkeepers  and  other  tradesmen.  And  the  Library  which 
had  been  established  in  the  hope  of  getting  a  Libraries  Rate 
by-and-bye,  first  dwindled^  and  then  died.  Its  decease 
was  probably  hastened  by  some  considerable  admixture  of 
quackery  in  the  treatment  of  the  decline.  But,  be  that  as 
it  may,  the  experiment  which  had  prospered  in  Lancashire 
(under  favorable  conditions) ;  when  tried  in  Middlesex, 
came  to  grief. 

On  the  whole,  it  will  probably  be  a  safe  conclusion  that 
the  circumstances  will  be  rare  in  which  the  Promoters  of 
a  Free  Town  Library  ought  to  adopt  any  course  other 
than  that  of  at  once  proposing  to  the  rate-payers  the 
question  of  introducing,  or  refusing  to  introduce,  the 
Libraries  Act  into  their  district. 

appoiht.  The  first  step  after  the  adoption  of  the  Act  within  any 
LiBEART  Borough,  or  other  district,  will  be  the  appointment  by  the 
Town  Council,  or  Local  ^oai'd,  of  a  '  Library  Committee.' 
This  will  raise  the  question  (already  glanced  at)  of  the 
expediency  of  strengthening  the  composition  of  such  a 
Committee  by  appointing  men  of  known  acquirements,  of 
known  tastes  for  literature,  and  of  known  friendliness  to  its 
wide  difiusion,  as  well  from  without  the  Council  or  other 
Board  as  from  within  it. 

There  can  be  little  doubt  that  among  the  many  ulterior 
efiects  of  that  recent  legislation,  which,  in  many  directions, 
has  both  enlarged  and  raised  the  functions  of  municipal 
corporations  and  of  local  boards  will  eventually  be  found  the 
raising  of  the  average  qualification  and  average  intelligence 
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of  corporators  and  boardsmen  themselves.  The  increased 
social  importance  of  soipe  of  their  new  functions  must 
needs  increase  the  gravity  of  the  interest  which  the  con- 
stituents have  in  the  well-choosing  of  their  municipal 
representatives.  This  would  seem  to  hold  good  in  an 
especial  degree  in  regard  to  the  working  of  the  pennissive 
legislation  of  recent  years.  Under  some  of  the  Health  ihwmct 
Acts,  for  example,  powers  are  given  to  such  bodies,  upon  thi  '?^Z 
the  use  or  abuse — the  zealous  promotion  or  the  careless 
neglect — of  which,  it  is  no  exaggeration  to  say  that  the 
well-being  of  the  inhabitants  of  many  districts  absolutely 
hangs.  If  the  new  powers  be  well -ad  ministered,  the 
result — under  Divine  Providence — will  be  the  comparative 
healthiness  of  the  district.  If  the  new  powers  be  neg- 
lected, or  abused,  the  result  will  be  increased  mortality 
and  (what  is  even  .much  worse)  increased  human  misery. 
The  choice  of  those  who  have  to  deal  with  such  matters 
becomes  with  every  passing  year  an  act  of  more  serious 
and  also  of  more  obvious  responsibility.  It  will  not  long 
answer  to  send  men  to  sit  at  a  '  Board  of  Health '  expressly 
because,  for  example^  they  are  known  to  be  owners  of 
'  cellar-dwellings,'  and  so,  by  property,  active  spreaders  of 
disease ;  or  to  choose  men  as  members  of  a  '  Local  Im- 
provement Board,'  for  no  other  discoverable  reason  than 
that  they  are  speculative  house-block  builders,  and  so,  by 
vocation,  hinderers  of  town  improvement. 

But  the  raising  in  character  and  intelligence  of  the 
corporators  will  be  a  question  of  time.  It  is  sure  to  come. 
In  the  meanwhile,  some  of  their  new  functions,  under 
Permissive  Acts  of  Parliament  such  as  that  relating  to 
Town  Libraries,  will  be  best  administered  with  aid  from 
without.  Many  men  may  be  found  in  most  towns  whose 
special  qualifications  fit  them  pre-eminently  to  be  members 
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of  a  Library  Committee,  but  whose  airris  and  pui*suits  in 
life  make  it  unlikely  that  they  will  ever  become  Town- 
Councillors  or  Parish  Vestrymen.  Especially  is  this  true 
of  the  Clergy.  In  many  towns  the  Clergy  have  helped, 
most  zealously  and  most  ably,  in  promoting  Free  Libraries. 
And  in  this  matter  of  Libraries  there  ought  evidently  to 
be  no  distinction,  merely  on  the  score  of  Denomination, 
where  the  fitness  is  otherwise  evident. 

Choice  Ncxt  to  the  choicc  of  the  Library  Committee  in  order 

AND    QUALI-  ^  ^  _  •'     ^ 

»icATioK8     of  time,  but  even  before  it  in  intrinsic  importance  to  the 

or  A  LiBKA-  ,  ... 

MAM.  good  working  of  the  institution  to  be  founded,  stands  the 

choice  of  the  Librarian.  The  day  will  come  when  in 
Britain  we  shall  have  courses  of  bibliography  and  of  biblio- 
thecal-economy  for  the  training  of  librarians,  as  well  as 
courses  of  chemistry  or  of  physiology  for  the  training  of 
physicians.  But,  as  yet,  there  is  no  such  training,  even 
in  London,  or  in  Edinburgh, — though  it  is  provided  at 
Naples.  When  that  day  comes,  the  election  of  Librarians 
for  a  Free  Library  will  be  nmch  simplified,  and  the  require- 
ment of  a  diploma  from  the  candidate  for  a  librarianship 
will  be  as  much  in  the  common  order  of  things  as  the 
requirement  of  a  degree  from  the  applicant  for  a  curacy. 
In  the  interval,  the  proof  of  adequate  qualification  will 
sometimes  be  difficult.  But  the  two  main  things  to  be 
looked  for  in  a  librarian, — then  as  now, — will  be  these : — 
(1)  A  genuine  love  of  books ;  (2)  An  indomitable  passion 
for  order.  Neither  quahty  will,  of  itself,  suffice.  There 
must  be  an  union  of  the  two.  A  book-loving  man,  with 
an  organizing  brain  in  him,  will  be  pretty  sure  to  learn  all 
the  technicalities  of  his  calling  speedily;  wliilst  a  mere 
scholar — even  if  he  combined  the  working-power  of  a 
Whkwell  with  the   learning  of  a  Bentley,  but  lacked 
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the  organizing  faculty, — would  never  master  its  diflSculties, 
or  acquire  a  real  love  for  his  work. 

Among  the  minor  duties  of  the  Library  Committee,  that 
of  acquiring  as  large  an  acquaintance  as  possible  with 
the  regulations  and  working  of  Free  Libraries  already 
established  will  not  be  the  least  essential.  And  that  ac- 
quaintance will  be  materially  facilitated,  by  establishing  a 
systematic  exchange  of  Reports  and  other  documents 
amongst  all  the  Libraries  of  like  nature.  Each  may  learn 
something  from  its  fellow ;  and  the  experience  of  each 
should  (uniformly,  and  not  by  mere  chance,)  be  turned  to 
the  profit  of  all.  It  is  hoped  that  these  pages  may,  in 
their  measure,  help  to  promote  such  a  result.  But  the 
main  reliance  must  be  placed  on  the  regular  interchange  of 
documents  from  time  to  time.  Such  documents  should 
be  clear  and  full  on  the  point  of  Expenditure  as  well  as  on 
the  points  of  the  circulation  and  of  the  increase  of  the  col- 
lections to  which  they  severally  relate.  In  relation  to  ex- 
penditure, many  reports  which  in  regard  to  other  matters 
are  full,  even  to  overflowing  and  superfluity,  are  much  too 
reticent. 

On  the  important  question  of  the  extent  to  which  the 
rate- levying  power  shall  be  exerted  a  brief  remark  will     K"m»i- 

suffice.  '  Shall  the 


HAXIMLM  OV 


The  working  of  several  of  the  Free  Libraries  has  been  thbparlia 
impeded^  and  their  good  results  have  been  dwarfened,  by  r^^^^b 
a  spirit  of  false  '  economy '  on  the  part  of  Town  Councils.  o*]["^,^c. 
Mere  saving  is  not  economy.     It  is  very  often  want  of  tiowofit?* 
thrift,  as  well  as  want  of  foresight.      Half-measures  are 
always,  in  the  long  run,  costly  measures.      Perhaps  no 
bodies  of  men  in  the  United  Kingdom  stand  in  more  need 
than  do  average  provincial  municipalities  of  learning  the 
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lesson  which  is  taught  in  the  pregnant  words  of  one  of  the 
greatest  of  British  statesmen  : — "  Parsimony  is  not  eco- 
nomy.    Expense,  and  great  expense,  may  be  an  essential 

part  of  true  economy Economy  consists  in 

selection.  Parsimony  requires  no  ])rovidence,  no  sagacity, 
no  power  of  combination,  no  comparison,  no  judgment. 
.  .  .  .  Economy  demands  a  discriminating  judgment; 
a  firm,  and  a  sagacious  mind/'* 

No  function  of  Town  Councils  has  brought  out  the 
especial  appositeness  of  Burke's  weighty  words  in  regard 
to  them,  than  this  recent  legislation  about  Libraries. 
Should  the  reader  have  access  to  the  finance  accounts  of 
one  or  two  of  the  largest  provincial  towns  in  England  he 
will  be  likely  to  find  an  instructive  contrast  in  the  juxta- 
position (which  he  can  effect  for  himself,)  of  two  or  three 
several  items  of  municipal  disbursement.  Let  him  glance, 
for  example,  at  the  item  *'  Parliamentary  Expenses,"  and 
then  turn  to  the  item  in  the  same  accounts  which  is  headed 
"Free  Libraries  and  Museums."  The  comparison  will 
probably  prove  both  significant  and  suggestive. 

In  the  smaller  towns  the  maximum  Library-rate  under 
the  Acts  of  1855  and  1866  produces  so  trivial  a  sum — 
speaking  comparatively — that  less  than  the  maximum  can 
hardly  be  proposed  by  the  most  *  saving '  of  corporators. 
His  only  course,  under  the  Act  of  1850,  or  that  of  1855, 
was  to  oppose  the  introduction  of  the  statute  into  bis 
town  altogether.  Men  of  the  saving  sort  took  that  course 
occasionally  as,  for  instance,  in  the  town  of  Derby  in  1856. 
There,  the  Town  Councillors  would  not  permit  the  question 
to  go  to  the  Ratepayers  at  all.  Tliey  stopped  it  half-way 
on  its  road.f     But  under  the  Act  of  '6(5  the  municipal 

*  Edmund  Burke,  A  Letter  to  a  Noble  Lord  (Works,  vol.  viii.  p.  31). 
t  This  was  done  in  Derby  notwithstanding  the  offer  of  the  gift  of  an 


LEVY  OP  THE  PARLIAMENTARY  RATE.     33 

bodies  have  no  longer  that  impeding  power.  If,  when 
duly  called  upon  by  requisition,  they  refuse  to  initiate  the 
proposal  by  taking  the  sense  of  a  meeting  of  ratepayers, 
any  ten  persons  assessed,  or  liable  to  assessment,  may  them- 
selves convene  such  a  meeting,  and  its  decision  has  the 
same  force  which  it  would  have  had  if  convened  by  the 
Mayor  or  other  functionary  of  the  Town  in  his  official 
capacity. 

Of  the  larger  towns,  few  have  yet  levied  for  Free  Libra- 
ries or  Museums  the  whole  sum  that  the  Acts,  under  one 
or  other  of  which  they  may  have  been  established,  permit 
them  to  levy. 

In  this  point  of  view,  as  in  many  others,  Liverpool 
offers  a  noble  and  exemplary  exception.  It  is,  at  once, 
the  town  in  which — ^in  respect  to  Free  Libraries — private 
liberality  has  set  the  most  munificent  of  examples,  and  that. 
in  which  the  Corporation  has,  most  wisely  and  most  pro- 
ductively, exercised  its  own  full  powers.  The  Liverpool 
Town  CJouncillors  have  both  emulated  and  stimulated  the 

existing  and  valoable  Museom.  together,  I  think,  with  a  smaU  coUection 
of  books  as  the  groundwork  of  the  proposed  Library  and  Museum  under 
the  Act.  It  was  said  on  this  occasion  by  the  Editor  of  the  ablest  of  the 
Derbyshire  newspapers : — "  We  firmly  believe  that  if  the  ratepayers  were 
left  to  decide  the  matter  they  would  ...  at  once  decide  on  accepting  the 
offer  of  the  Museum  and  on  establishing  it, — as  a  nucleus  only  of  what 
would,  at  some  future  time,  be  sufficiently  increased  to  become  an  honour 
to  the  town.  The  Ratepayers  have  a  right  to  a  voice  in  the  matter,  and 
have  themselves  a  right  to  decide  whether  they  will  accept  the  offer, 
as  a  germ  of  a  future  'Free  Library  and  Museum,'  or  reject  it  from  motives 
of  policy  or  *  economy.'  The  Town  Council  have  acted  unwisely  and 
wrongly  in  stepping  in  between  the  offer  and  the  Burgesses ;  and,  by 
deciding  that  no  Meeting  shall  be  called,  and  putting  a  veto  on  the 
question,  they  have  committed  a  grievous  injustice  on  the  Ratepayers, 
whose  interests  they  are  elected  to  protect  and  promote."  This  pro- 
ceeding of  the  Derby  Corporators  had  its  due  share  in  causing  the  im- 
provement of  the  first  '  Libraries  Act,'  by  the  Statute  of  the  29th  and 
90th  of  the  Queen,  c.  114. 

3 


84  FREE  TOWN  LIBRARIES,  AT  HOME. 

liberality  of  the  Liverpool  merchant  princes.  In  both 
respects  it  stands  above  its  near  neighbour  Manchester, 
and  its  remoter  neighbour  Birmingham ;  although,  in  the 
matter  of  Free  Town  Libraries  both  Manchester  and  Bir- 
mingham have  done  well,  and  have  set  a  good  example  to 
most  of  the  other  corporate  towns  of  the  United  King- 
dom. 

Had  the  maximum  of  the  Library  rate  been  applied  in 
Manchester  ever  since  the  first  introduction  of  the  Act  of 
1850,  the  existing  Libraries  would  have  been  very  nearly 
doubled  in  extent.  They  would  probably  have  been  more 
than  doubled  in  efficiency  of  working.  Nor  would  the 
building  in  which  the  chief  library  of  that  rich  and  flourish- 
ing city  is  placed,  long  have  presented  so  striking  and 
so  unfavorable  a  contrast  to  the  library  building  which 
forms  one  of  the  many  architectural  beauties  of  Liverpool. 
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CHAPTER   III. 

THS  PLANNING,  FORMINO,  OROANIZING,  AND  WORKING, 

OF  A  FREE  TOWN  LIBBABY. 

Buildings  for  a  Free  Town  Library — Structwral  Bequirementa — Warmth 
and  VentHaiion — Shelving  of  Booh  Booms — Pvrchase  and  Choice  of 
Books — Internal  Arrangements  and  Manipulation — Classification  and 
Catalogues — BegttUUion  of  Public    Access — Arrangements  for  Bor- 
rowing. 

§  I.  Buildings. 

The  striking  contrast  which  has  just  been  spoken  of  in  bciLikos 
the  outward  appearance  of  the  two  chief  Libraries  of  the  ™  ^  *'*" 
neighbour  towns  of  Liverpool  and  Manchester  sums  up, 
so  to  speak,  an  important  principle  which  underlies  two 
distinct  questions  :  It  brings  under  the  eye  of  the  passer- 
by in  the  streets  of  those  towns  the  best  possible  illustra- 
tion of  the  wisdom  of  forecast  in  planning  and  building  a 
Free  Library  which  is  intended  to  grow.  It  also  brings 
vividly  before  his  mind  the  wisdom — even  when  large  funds 
are  in  question — of  beginning  with  books,  and  of  post- 
poning buildings.  Nor  is  that  contrast  without  a  preg- 
nant meaning  in  relation  to  a  third  question, — and  one  of 
wider  bearing  than  either  of  the  others.  For  the  building 
in  *  WUliam-Brown  Street  *  shows  conclusively,  on  the  one 
hand,  that  the  Corporation  of  Liverpool  has  entered,  from 
the  first,  into  the  true  spirit  of  the  Libraries  Acts  of  1850 
and  of  1855  ;  while  the  building  in  'Camp  Field'  shows, 
on  the  other  hand,  that  the  Corporation  of  Manchester — 
even  in  1 868 — and  in  spite  of  a  large  stroke  of  work  whicli 
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under  the  provisions  of  those  Acts  its  members  have 
already  performed  for  their  constituents,  and  which,  on 
the  whole,  they  have  performed  with  much  vigour,  fidelity 
and  success,  has  not  yet  fully  entered  into  the  spirit  of  the 
legislation  initiated  in  1850.  For  the  Free  Library  at 
Liverpool  tells,  at  a  glance,  that  it  is  intended  for  the  use 
and  benefit  of  all  classes  of  the  Community ;  whilst 
the  Free  Library  at  Manchester  is  not  less  plain  in  its 
intimation  of  the  fact  that — at  least,  in  its  inception — it 
was  planned  with  far  too  narrow  and  one-sided  a  regard  to 
one  or  two  classes  of  the  Community  alone. 

Rates  for  Free  Libraries  are  justifiable  on  one  ground,  and 
on  one  ground  only.  Their  advantages,  indeed,  are  multi- 
farious and  far-spreading.  But  they  have  no  solid  footing 
of  justice  unless  they  benefit  (directly  as  well  as  indirectly) 
every  individual  and  inhabitant  ratepayer  who  is  assessed 
for  their  support.  Of  necessity,  the  largest  proportion  of 
direct  benefit  will  accrue  to  the  poorer  class  of  ratepayers. 
For  the  man  who  has  already  access,  and  varied  and  ample 
access,  to  books,  is  in  no  need  of  going  to  a  '  Free  Library' 
to  get  books  for  his  ordinary  reading.  The  man  with 
tastes  for  reading,  but  whose  means  of  access  to  books  have 
hitherto  been  little  or  none,  will  come  eagerly  to  a  Free 
Library,  as  soon  as  its  doors  are  open  to  him.  If  he  be 
a  ratepayer,  his  use  of  the  books  will  be  sweetened  by  the 
consciousness  that  he  helps,  in  bis  measure,  to  pay  their 
cost.  If  he  be  not  himself  a  ratepayer,  be  will  commonly  be 
the  connection — by  relationship  or  by  '  service'  (using  that 
term  in  its  broadest  and  its  truest  sense) — of  those  who  are 
ratepayers,  and  so  he  will  be  profiting,  if  not  by  a  personal 
right,  yet  by  a  relative  right  no  whit  less  legitimate. 

But  a  *  Free  Town  Library,'  if  worthy  of  the  name,  has 
other  and  not  less  important  purposes  than  that  of  supply- 
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ing  (whether  to  applicants  in  its  reading-room  or  to  bor- 
rowers fipom  its  circulating  branch)  current  books  for  cur- 
rent reading.  Tkat  is  not  more  plainly  one  of  its  purposes 
than  is  the  formation — to  be  actively  begun  from  the  first 
day  of  its  existence— of  a  thorough  collection  of  all  printed 
information  about  the  history,  the  antiquities,  the  trade, 
the  statistics,  the  special  products,  the  special  pursuits,  and 
the  special  social  interests,  of  the  Town  and  of  the  County 
in  which  it  stands.  And  here  there  comes  into  play  the 
direct  subservience — on  due  occasion  and  need — ^by  the 
new  rate-supported  library  of  the  immediate  personal  in- 
terest, and  of  the  contingent  personal  profit,  of  every  indi- 
vidual contributor,  rich  or  poor,  by  whose  share  of  the 
rate  the  library  is,  in  its  due  measure,  supported.  This, 
too,  is  a  requirement  which  but  few  pre-existing  libraries 
have  ever  supplied,  even  to  the  rich,  in  any  adequate 
degree.  Nor  could  the  merely  personal  resources  even  of 
the  wealthiest  inhabitant  of  a  town  acquire  the  means  of 
information  here  referred  to,  within  any  reasonable  limits 
either  of  time  or  of  painstaking. 

Nor  is  it  less  true  that  Free  Libraries  will,  in  course  of 
time,  bring  a  direct  return  of  another  but  cognate  sort  to 
each  class,  and  to  all  classes,  of  the  Ratepayers  by  whose 
contributions  they  are  supported. 

What  may  be  termed  the  "  Literature  of  public  questions" 
is  not  the  literature,  nor  has  it  ever  yet  been  the  literature, 
which  is  most  easily  accessible,  even  to  those  who  have 
pressing  and  more  than  ordinary  need  of  consulting  it. 
The  towns  and  the  classes  of  men  that  have  been  foremost 
in  advocating  large  political  changes  have  not,  at  all  times, 
been  equally  prominent, — either  as  communities  or  as  in- 
dividuals,— in  collecting  and  making  widely  accessible 
the  pre-existing  sources  of  public  information,  either  about 
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the  old  abuses  they  deprecate,  or  about  the  new  measures 
they  desire.  It  lias  not  been  an  invariable  fact  that  the 
man  who  has  spent  much  of  his  time  on  the  stmnp,  in 
denonncing  the  "  misgoveniment  of  Canada  "  or  "the  in- 
famous neglect,  by  ministers  and  by  parliament,  of  the  true 
interests  of  India,"  had  previously  been  equally  conspicuous 
for  his  careful  gathering  and  laborious  study  of  the  best 
extant  knowledge  on  Canadian  affairs,  or  on  Indian 
affairs,  as  the  case  might  be.  In  this  relation,  Free  Town 
Libraries  may  hereafter  render  vast  service.  They  may, 
if  they  be  wisely  administered,  by-and-bye — and  by  the 
qniet  operation  of  years  as  they  pass  on — make  it  discredit- 
able for  a  man  to  take  a  prominent  share  in  agitating  great 
questions,  without  having  previously  taken  a  prominent 
share  in  the  study  of  them.  And  this,  plainly  enough, 
will  be  a  service,  of  the  directest  sort,  to  every  ratepayer, 
be  his  social  position  what  it  may.  It  will  also,  in  course 
of  tiniBj  entail  an  inestimable  public  saving,  that,  namely, 
of  not  a  little  fluent  yet  worthless  speech. 

The  supplying  of  thorough  means  of  information  on 
national  interests  and  on  great  public  questions  has  never 
been  made  a  conspicuous  aim  of  Proprietary  Libraries. 
Such  a  provision  has  not,  ordinarily,  been  kept  in  view  by 
their  managers,  any  more  than  the  systematic  supply  of  it 
has  been  made,  or  could  be  made,  the  aim  of  a  circulating 
library  like  '  Mudie's '  or  '  Ilookham's.'  It  is  very  sure  to 
become  an  important  part  of  the  aim  of  Free  Town  Libraries 
in  the  years  to  come,  if  those  Libraries  be  rightly  conducted. 

If  this  be  a  truthful  statement  in  relation  to  the  proper 
purposes  and  objects  of  a  Free  Library,  the  statement  has 
an  obvious  bearing  on  the  question  of  Library  Buildings. 
It  bears  essentially  both  on  the  time  when,  and  on  the^ 
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manner  how^  a  Library  building  should  be  constructed, 
where  its  construction  is  to  be  eflFected  by  a  municipal  cor- 
poration or  other  local  board,  under  the  provisions  of  the 
recent  Acts  of  Parliament. 

To  begin  by  a  costly  building — even  if  the  building  be 
one  thoroughly  adapted  to  its  object,  and  thoroughly  effi- 
cient for  the  immediate  requirements  of  the  institution — can 
very  rarely  be  a  profitable  or  prudent  course.  The  fund 
must  be  considerable  which  can  fairly  bear,  at  the  same 
moment,  the  strain  of  a  large  expenditure  for  books  and  of 
a  large  expenditure  for  building.  This  will  hold  good  as 
well  of  cases  wherein  liberal  voluntary  eflFort  comes  to  the 
aid  of  the  rate-money,  as  of  cases  in  which  the  rate  is  the 
sole  dependence  of  the  promoters  of  the  Library. 

On  the  other  hand,  a  large  and  liberal  collection  of  books, 
if  housed,  for  the  time,  in  a  mere  rented  warehouse — spa- 
cious in  extent  howsoever  devoid  of  architectural  pretension 
— becomes  almost  instantly  available.  It  is  already  doing 
its  work,  whilst  the  fund  for  building  is  being  stored  and 
augmented.  And  the  postponed  building  is  likely  to  be 
better  planned,  with  the  advantage  of  experience  to  start 
with,  on  the  points  of  requirement  and  methods  of  working. 
At  Liverpool,  the  Free  Library  did  much  and  good  work  in 
a  common  dweUing  house  in  Dale  Street,  whilst  time, 
thought,  and  means,  were  ripening  for  the  magnificent 
building  in  William-Brown  Street.  At  Manchester,  more 
than  £7,000  (out  of  a  preliminary  fund  of  £13,000)  was 
expended  in  acquiring,  adapting,  and  fitting  up  in  the 
years  1851  and  1852,  a  very  poor  and  very  inadequate 
edifice.  In  the  former  case,  the  Library  building  presents, 
in  the  year  1868,  ample  means  of  enlargement,  within  its 
own  area  and  within  its  own  external  walls,  for  the  probable 
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requirements  of  a  century  to  come,  and  the  building  is 
placed  on  an  admirable  site.  In  the  latter  case,  the  site  is 
entirely  unsuitable  to  the  true  purposes  of  the  institution^ 
and  the  building  is  worse  than  inadequate  to  the  present 
requirements  of  18G8.  The  one  is  a  conspicuous  ornament : 
the  other,  anything  rather  than  an  ornament,  to  its  town. 

But  the  question  of  building,  thoi:^h  it  may  well  be 
made,  under  ordinary  circumstances,  a  secondary  question 
with  the  organizers  of  a  Town  Library  about  to  be  esta- 
blished under  the  *  Libraries  Act,*  will,  in  course  of  due 
time,  become  a  primary  one.  What,  then,  does  practical 
experience  in  the  working,  hitherto,  of  such  libraries  in 
other  places  suggest  on  the  points  of  construction,  of 
arrangement  of  plan,  and  of  internal  adaptation  and  fitting- 
up  for  readers  ? 

A  personal  inspection  of  many  good  Library  BuUdings 
— including  some  of  the  largest  in  size  and  of  the  most 
recent  in  construction ;  and  comprising  merely  parochial 
libraries  no  less  than  those  of  populous  cities — leads  to  the 
following  deductions,  as  points  of  requirement  which  are 
(for  the  most  part)  both  suitable  for,  and  (in  a  degree) 
attainable  by,  the  promoters  of  new  Free  Libraries,  whether 
situate  in  small  towns  or  in  large.  The  former  may  even- 
tually be  put  in  almost  as  good  a  condition  as  the  latter,  so 
far  as  regards  the  vital  points  of  good  construction,  for  storing 
books  and  for  serving  readers,  if  only  a  reserved  fund  be 
set  apart,  and  be  allowed  to  accumulate,  in  preference  to 
speedy  erection,  with  insufficient  means.  The  premature 
builders,  under  such  circumstances,  are  pretty  sure  to  dis- 
cover, in  time,  that  they  have,  in  their  eagerness,  wedded 

"  Raw  Haste,  half-sister  to  Delay." 

1 .  The  site  must  be  dry,  and  it  must  admit  (if  possi- 
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ble  of  entire,  but  in  any  case,)  of  at  least  the  partial     qknieal 
isolation  of  the  sides  of  the  new  building  from  all  mxhts  aud 
adjacent  buildings.  TTZ^ 

2.  The  building  must  be  absolutely  fire-proof.     The     »*^^" 
materials  of  the  structure  should  be  restricted  to 
brick,  stone,  iron,  and  roofing  tile  or  slate.     Wher- 
ever wooden  floors   have  to  be  introduced,  they 
should  be  embedded  in  stucco  upon  brick  arches, 

or  upon  stone  flagging. 

3.  It  ought  not — unless  for  very  special  reasons — ^to 
exceed  two  stories  in  height,  irrespectively  of  the 
vaulted  basement. 

4.  The  windows  should  be  more  numerous,  in  propor- 
tion to  the  sise  of  the  edifice,  than  those  of  ordinary 
buildings  and  the  arrangements  for  artificial  light,  so 
far  as  respects  the  halls  or  rooms  containing  books, 
should  wholly  exclude  gas  from  the  interior.  If 
gas  be  used  at  all,  it  should  be  applied  externally. 
The  reading  room  should  be  lighted  by  side  win- 
dows, not  by  skylights  or  glazed  domes. 

5.  The  means  of  water-supply  should  incliide  an  ample 
provision  for  conveying  it  to  the  roof, — ^in  view  of 
the  occurrence  of  fire  to  neighbouring  buildings. 

6.  If  the  building  be  an  extensive  one,  the  reading- 
room  should  be  provided  in  a  situation  as  central 
as  possible  to  the  halls,  galleries,  or  other  rooms 
containmg  the  books  of  the  main  Library. 

7.  The  book-room  for  the  Lending  Department  of  the 
Library  should  be  quite  apart  from  all  the  other 
book-rooms,  and  the  delivery  room  adjacent  to  it 
should  be  as  remote  from  the  ordinary  reading 
room  as  the  extent  of  the  building  will  admit. 

8.  Under  like  limitation,  the  book-rooms  should  be  as 
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large  (and  therefore  as  few)  and  lofty  as  possible. 
They  should  be  furnished  with  galleries  (of  per- 
forated iron  or  other  suitable  fireproof  material) 
accessible  by  small  spiral  stairs  at  the  angles  of  the 
room  or  rooms.  Every  book  should  be  within 
reach,  without  the  use  of  ladders  of  any  kind. 

9.  Even  in  a  small  library,  a  separate  room  or  rooms, 
and  suitable  appliances,  for  the  reception,  regis- 
tering, stamping,  and  cataloguing,  of  books,  should 
be  provided. 

10.  Rooms  provided  for  the  Librarian,  and  those 
provided  for  assistants  or  for  servants,  though  con- 
tiguous to,  should  be  isolated  from,  the  main  library 
building.  Like  it  they  should  of  course  be  fire- 
proof. 

11.  In  the  arrangements  for  warmth*  and  ventilation 
the  health  and  comfort  of  the  readers,  and  of  the 
officers,  should  be  considered  as  well  as  (and  not  less, 
in  degree,  than)  the  careful  preservation  from  damp 
and  other  noxious  influences  of  the  books  and  other 
contents.  If  hot- water  pipes  are. used  for  warming, 
they  should  be  kept  far  apart /ro;;^  the  books. 

This  last  suggestion  may  seem  a  gratuitous  one ;  the 
thing  enforced  being,  it  may  be  thought,  so  plainly  self- 
evident.  And  the  same  objection  may,  perhaps,  be  made 
to  the  hint  which  I  have  ventured  to  offer  as  to  a  provident 
R^M..""  regard  to  the  health  of  "  Readers,''  in  the  construction  of  a 
Reading  Room.  But  a  thing  may  be  very  manifest  and 
be,  none  the  less,  a  thing  often  and  flagrantly  overlooked. 
In  the  noble,  and  very  costly,  Reading  Room  of  the 

*  There  is  a  very  strong  and  weU-foundedbody  of  evidence  in  favour 
of  properly  constmcted  open  fire-places  as  superior,  in  point  of  sqfdy, 
to  the  best  hot- water  apparatus. 
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British  Museum  neither  moderate  ventilation,  nor  adequate 
warmth,  has  been  secured,  even  by  a  remote  approximation. 
At  certain  periods  of  the  year,  a  reader  sits  there  as  if  sitting 
in  a  *  Temple  of  the  Winds/  At  other  periods,  he  might  almost 
as  well  have  his  temporary  abode  in  a '  Palace  of  Frost/  The 
only  Readers  who,  at  such  tunes,  could  work  with  comfort  ^ 
would  be  the  survivors  of  an  Arctic  Expedition.  More  than 
one  valuable  life  is  believed  to  have  been  already  shortened 
by  the  grossly  defective  construction,  in  respect  to  the  two 
essentials  of  air  and  heat,  of  what  in  other  points  of  view 
is  fairly  to  be  regarded  as  a  triumph  of  architectural  skill. 
In  like  manner,  I  have  recently  seen  the  very  obvious 
propriety  of  keeping  books  and  hot-water  pipes  a  little 
apart  from  each  other  so  entirely  disregarded  in  the  fitting- 
up  of  a  large  and  expensive  library,  as  to  destroy  books, 
and  to  necessitate  re-construction  of  the  warming  apparatus. 
The  pipes  were,  in  that  instance,  ingeniously  put  exactly 
under  the  fronts  of  the  books.  And  (in  the  same  building), 
fixed  shelves  were  provided  in  the  presses,  without  the  least 
attention  to  the  relative  proportions,  in  our  modern  libraries, 
of  the  folio  books  to  the  octavos,  or  of  the  once  fashionable 
quarto  to  its  humbler  but  more  useful  brother,  the  duodecimo. 

On  this  matter  of  the  shelvina  of  libraries  it  is  important  thkshrlv. 
to  remember  two  pomts  of  ordinary  reqmrement :  (1)  That  eooms. 
book-presses  should  be  of  exactly  uniform  size  ;  (2)  That  a 
portion,  at  least,  of  the  book-shelves  should  be  moveable ; 
not  fixed.  In  how  great  a  degree  attention  to  these  minor 
incidents  of  the  fitting-up  of  a  library-building  tends  to 
facilitate  the  good  internal  arrangements  of  the  library  itself 
will  appear  presently. 

There  is  probably  no  existing  example  of  a  Town  Library 
building,  better  constructed  or  better  fitted  up,  for  its  pur- 
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poses,  tlian  that  which  was  erected  at  the  cost  of  the  Coqiora- 
tionofBoston.inMassachusettSjin  the  year  1857.  It  is  almost 
superfluous  to  add  that  twelveyears  have  not  elapsed,  without 
the  discovery  of  minor  errors  and  omissions  that  have  had  to 
be  rectified  or  supplied  at  further  cost ;  since  that  is  but  ordi- 
nary experience.  Sir  William  Brown's  fine  building  at  Liver- 
pool is,  in  some  points  of  internal  arrangement,  even  better 
than  that  at  Boston.  But,  taken  as  a  whole,  the  Boston 
building  may  fairly  be  looked  upon  as  a  model  in  its  kind. 
I  am  by  no  means  sure  that  this  remark  applies  to  a 
peculiarity  in  the  construction  of  the  book-presses  (or 
'ranges,'  as  they  are  called  at  Boston,)  which  was  devised 
by  Dr.  Shurtleff,  a  zealous  member  of  the  Committee. 
But  the  plan  is  distinctive,  and  merits  a  few  words  of  de- 
scription. The  contriver  himself  shall  supply  them : — 
"  The  Library  Hall  is  so  contrived  that  it  will  have  ten 
alcoves  on  each  of  its  sides,  and  ten  in  each  of  its  galleries ; — 
sixty  in  all.  Each  alcove  will  contain  ten  ranges  of  shelves, 
and  each  range  ten  shelves.  .  .  .  The  shelves  are  so  num- 
bered that  tlie  figures  in  the  place  of  himdreds  denote  the 
'alcoves;'  the  figures  in  the  place  of  tens,  the 'ranges;' 
and  the  figures  in  the  place  of  units  the  '  shelves.' ...  If 
n  book  is  on  the  2'23Gth  shelf,  any  one  will  know  that  it 
can  be  found  on  tlie  siitf/i  shelf  of  the  f/iird  range  of  the 
twenly-second alcove."*  At  Boston  all  the  shelves  are  fixed. 
In  furnishing  a  pulilic  Reading  Room, — the  tables  for 
readers  should,  invariably,  have  hinged  flaps  for  writing — 
to  be  raised  or  lowered  at  will.  There  should  be  standing 
desks  for  readers  to  work  at,  without  the  use  of  a  chair,  as 
well  as  tables  for  them  to  sit  at.  In  the  fittiiig-up 
of  the  latter  the  appHances  for  writing  should  not 
be   80  placed,  relatively  to  the    writer,  as  to  invite  the 

•  Proceedings  at  Oie  DetUcallon  of  llus  Public  Lihyary  nf  Boston,  p,  169. 
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ink  to  fall  (even  in  careful  hands)  upon  the  printed  book, 
or  the  MS.  from  which  he  is  transcribing.  The  tables  (in 
a  room  frequented  by  real  workers)  should  be  so  con- 
structed as  that  sliding  leaves  could  be  drawn  out  from 
under  them  (whenever  the  needful  books  in  hand  exceed, 
as  they  often  must  exceed,  the  space  fairly  allotted  to  the 
user  of  them,  and  should  be  furnished  with  some  moveable 
appliance  (such  as  that  which  upholsterers  call  a  '  Canter-* 
bury/  but  of  humbler  material,)  for  the  reception  of  books  not 
immediately  in  hand.  And,  whatever  the  extent  of  the  book- 
presses  assigned,  iVi  the  Beading  RoomSox  the  reception  of  that 
series  of  'Books  of  Reference'  which  is  providedfor  thefree  use 
of  Readers  (without  the  formality  of  application  by  tickets), 
space  should  be  kept  in  reserve  for  the  future  increase  of 
the  collection,  without  diminishing  the  present  tenants  of  the 
shelves.  A  collection  of  reference  books  which  has  no 
room  or  appliance  for  due  increase^ — save  by  taking  away, 
with  the  right  hand,  whilst  making  additions  with  the  left, 
— is  but  a  deceptive  sort  of  auxiliary  to  the  service  of  a 
Public  Reading  Room. 


§11.  Purchase  and  Choice  of  Books. 

The  observation  which  has  been  made  as  to  the  com- 
prehensiveness of  aim — ^in  respect  to  the  varied  classes  of 
readers  and  students  who  must,  ultimately,  be  provided  for 
— which  ought  to  characterise  a  widely  administered  Free 
Town  Library,  has  its  obvious  bearing  on  the  selection  of 
books  as  well  as  on  the  erection  of  buildings.  Its  approxi- 
mate application,  in  either  case,  will  of  course  depend  upon 
the  available  funds.      Be  the  funds,  however,  what  they 
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may,  it  can  never  be  other  than  an  unwise  procedure  either  (1) 
OMA.NKA-  iQ  count  upon  any  adequate  provision  of  books  from  dona- 

TIOtfOFFHEB  IT  •/  2  r  ^ 

Town  Li-  tions,  or  (2)  to  cxpcud  thc  money  applicable  to  purchases 
in  the  acquisition  of  any  large  proportion  of  the  mere  "  light 
selictiow  hterature"  of  the  day.  Experience  shows  that  donation 
CH^BB  ^op  will  supply,  under  ordinary  circumstances  (and  leaving 
Boom.  whoUy  out  of  vicw  gifts  of  money,  to  be  laid  out  in  books), 
'very  few  of  those  sterling  and  standard  books  which  should 
be  the  mainstay  of  a  Town  Library,  both  in  its  consulting 
and  in  its  lending  departments.  It  also  shoves  that,  in 
large  towns  especially,  not  a  little  of  the  more  ephemeral  and 
floating  literature  of  the  day  and  hour  will  be  supplied,  in 
course  of  time,  by  donation — often  in  no  niggardly  mea- 
sure. By  purchase,  if  not  by  gift,  the  books  of  easy 
perusal  and  of  amusement  must  needs  be  furnished;  and 
(in  case  the  funds  of  a  town  are  ample)  ought  not  to  be 
stinted,  especially  as  regards  the  lending  branches.  For  it 
must  always  be  a  special  aim  of  the  lending  collections  of 
Free  Libraries  to  make  those  read  vrho  hitherto  have  not 
been  readers.  And  those  who  begin  with  the  less  nutritive 
sort  of  mental  food  will,  not  infrequently,  acquire  by-and- 
bye  an  appetite  for  the  more  substantial  and  wholesome  kinds. 
On  the  other  hand,  it  has  to  be  borne  in  mind  by  the  formers 
and  organisers  of  a  Free  Town  Library  that  this  slighter 
if  more  attractive  kind  of  literature  is  precisely  that  which 
is  apt  to  accumulate  in  the  houses  of  well-to-do  townsfolk, 
and  is  likely,  every  now  and  then,  to  be  willingly  enough 
cleared  out,  for  the  benefit  of  a  Free  Lending  Library.  A 
study  of  the  '  Lists  of  Donations'  in  the  Free  Library 
Reports  of  recent  years  is  very  suggestive  on  this  head. 

As  donation  of  books  can  never  be  expected  (under 
common  circumstances)  to  accomplish  much  towards  the 
formation  of  a  good  Consulting  Library,  purchase  must  be 
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the  main  resource.     As  a  general  rule,  purchases  will  be 

more  advantageously  made  from  booksellers  than  at  auc- 

tion-sales.     If  the  means  to  form  a  large  library  are  forth- 

oomiDg,  the  preparation  and  printing  beforehand  of  classed 

iists  of  the  books  desired,  and  the  wide  circulation  of  such 

lists  amongst  booksellers,  will  soon  more  than  save  its  cost. 

Snch  a  step  simplifies  the  labours  of  selection ;  cheapens 

the  cost  of  purchases ;  and  afibrds,  if  need  be,  a  temporary 

catalogue  of  the  Library,  ready  to  hand  at  its  outset. 

Every  Free  Town  Library  having  a  tolerably  fair  fund 
for  purchases  might,  with  great  advantage,  take  one  or 
more  leading  classes  of  books  as  that  in  which  it  aims  at 
being  very  thoroughly  furnished ;  even  if  most  of  the 
other  classes  be  but  scantily  filled  up,  in  comparison.  And 
such  a  selection  of  one  or  two  leading  divisions  of  literature 
as  the  chief  objects  of  care  should  be  additional  to  that 
other  selection  already  spoken  of,  which  contemplates  the 
acquisition  of  all  the  extant  and  attainable  information 
about  the  history  and  affairs  (of  all  kinds)  of  the  particular 
town,  district,  and  county  in  which  the  Library  stands. 

A  Consulting  Library  having — in  addition  to  a  merely 
common  series  of  the  ordinary  books — a  real  collection  of 
standard  books  if  upon  but  one  main  topic — say  on 
British  History ;  or  on  Political  Economy ;  or  on  Zoology 
and  the  kindred  branches  of  Natural  Science,  has  at  once 
a  definite  character.  It  tends,  by  its  veiy  catalogue  and 
by  the  aspect  of  its  shelves,  to  turn  some  of  the  mere 
readers  into  students  and  workers.  And  howsoever  certain 
it  may  be  that  the  inconsecutive  readers  for  pastime  will 
always  greatly  outnumber  the  persistent  readers  with  a 
definite  purpose,  or  with  an  educational  object  in  view,  it 
ought  none  the  less  to  be  the  aim  of  a  Free  Library  to  turn 
pastime  into  profit ;  idle  reading  into  study ;  by  ofiering 
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all  the  inducements  to  enter,  and  all  the  appliances  to 
smoothen,  the  better  path,  which  can  possibly  be  gathered. 

But  glances  at  real  experience  in  the  purchase  and  coBt 
of  books  for  Town  Libraries  will  be  more  useful  than  many 
words  about  it ;  just  as  the  study  of  the  plans  of  a  real 
library  building  which  has  been  subjected  already  to  the 
tests  of  public  requirement  is  more  instructive  thfui  the 
formal  discussion  of  structural  necessities.  On  this  headj 
therefore,  I  refer  the  reader  to  the  "  Tabular  view  of  pur- 
chases and  expenditure"  which  I  have  abstracted  from  the 
Reports  of  existing  Free  Libraries,  and  which  is  {Hinted 
on  the  folding  leaf,  placed  at  the  end  of  the  next  Chapter. 


§  III.  Internal  Arrangements  and  Manipulations 

OP  A  Town  Library. 

^jji  It  has  been  said  that  (next  after  a  genuine  and  thorough 

iifTKRifAL  love  of  books)  a  faculty  of  order  and  organisation  is  the 

MINTS.  prime  requisite  in  a  Librarian.  It  is  a  far  more  important 
one  than  merely  technical  learning.  If  a  librarian  is  heard 
to  say — as  may  really  have  chanced — tliat  he  saw  no  need 
either  to  class  books  upon  the  shelves,  or  to  class  them  in 
the  catalogue ;  and  that  it  was  quite  sufficient  to  put  the 
big  books  at  the  bottom  of  a  press,  and  the  small  ones  at 
top,  the  bystander  had  the  fair  measure,  at  once,  of  the 
speaker's  fitness  for  librarianship.  Classification — of  some 
sort — is,  in  the  working  economy  of  a  library,  just  what 
the  main  girders  are  in  the  construction  of  the  building 
which  is  to  contain  it. 
CLAMir/.        The  sort  of  classification  to  be  adopted  opens  some  wide 

cATioK.       j^jjj  thorny  questions — were  it  at  all  necessary  to  have  a 
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perfect  sort.     Happily,  that  is  not  necessary.     The  abso- 
lutely accurate  divarication  of  human  knowledge,  under  so 
many  exhaustive  headings    and  sub-headings,  howsoever 
laudable  an  ambition  for  the  philosopher,  is  no  part  of  the 
bosiness  of  a  librarian.     A  great  thiaker  has  truly  said : 
"Not  only  all  conunon  speech,  but  Science,  Poetry  itself,  is 
no  otber — if  thou  consider  it  well — than  a  right  Naming. 
Cuuld  I  unfold  thaU  I  were  a  second  and  greater  Trisme- 
gistus.'**     The    librarian    has,  fortunately,    no    need   to  rJ«r^^p. 
iiuckle  to  a  task  so  terrible.     Amidst  the  hundred  and  one  ^* 
systems  of  classification,  he  may  very  well  content  himself 
with  weighing  the  relative  advantages  of  some  half-a-dozen, 
or  even  of  fewer  than  that  number:    and  leave  all  the 
others  in  peaceable  repose.     Here,  too,  1  resort — for  the 
sake  of  a   brevity  which  is  very  needful  in  this  volume—- 
to  the  brief  tabular  comparison  which  will  be  found  on 
the  same  folding-leaf  that  has  just  been  referred  to,f  in    foupivi 

.  •  • .  1     1        1     i         •  at  Um  end. 

connection  with  book- buy mg. 

Whatever  the  number  of  *  classes'  into  which  the  books 
are  divided  on  the  shelves,  the  books  of  no  one  class  should 
be  mixed  in  the  same  press  with  the  books  of  another 
class,  merely  to  avoid  the  temporary  unsightliness  of  empty 
shelves.     Between  the  number  of  the  last  press  containing 
books  of  Class  I — say,  by  way  of  example,  *  Theology' — 
and  the  number  of  the  first  press  containing  books  of 
Class  II — say,  by  way  of  example,  '  History' — there  should 
be  a  series  of  numbers  omitted  (in  order  to  admit  of  the 
subsequent  intercalation  of  presses,  without  breaking  the 
consecutive  order  of  the  classes) ;  and  the  successive  shelves    AmK4!ios« 
(moveable  always)  of  each  individual  press  should  bear  a    "b"k°' 
symbol  in  common.     In  other  words,  the  first  shelf  of  press     ^*"»*"' 
*  20'  shonld   be  (for  example)  '  A,'  and  the  first  shelf  of 

press  '21'  should  also  be  ^  A.' 

4 
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By  this  arrangement — ^the  book-presses  being  made  of 
uniform  width  throughout  the  library — ^the  due  order  of 
sequence  of  the  books  need  never  be  disturbed  or  broken 
by  any  probable  amount  of  subsequent    accessions.     If, 
at  starting,  there  be  six  presses  full  of  theological  books 
and  eighteen  presses  full  of  historical  books,  the  first  group 
of  presses  may  be  marked  I  to  VI ;  the  second  group  may 
be  marked  XXI  to  XXXVIII.     The  additional  books  that 
may  be    acquired    (after  Press  VI  is    full)  in  the  class 
'  Theology'  may  be  placed  from  time  to  time  as  they  accrue 
in  an  unoccupied  press  (to  be  numbered  VII,)  at  the  further 
end  of  the  Library.     When  that  press  is  full,  its  contents  can 
be  moved  to  their  proper  place  in  the  main  library,  after 
Press  VI,  and  the  other  presses  moved  on — press  by  press — 
accordingly.     As  all  the  books  of  a  library  must  needs  be 
taken  down,  periodically,  for  cleansing,  such  a  transfer  in- 
volves no  additional  labour.     The  books  are  taken    down 
for  cleansing  purposes,  and  are  simply  restored  to  the  press 
next  after  that  from  whence  they  came,  and  so  on  through- 
out the  library.     All  need  for  effacing  and  replacing  the 
mark  or  symbol  which,  in  each  book,  indicates  its  local 
position  is  thus  avoided.    A  book  in  the  Class  *  History' 
once  marked  'XXI.  A.  10,' will  always  continue  to  be 
the  tenth  book  on  shelf  A  of  Press  XXI,  although  '  Press 
XXr  itself  no  longer  stands  exactly  as  it  stood  at  first. 


Shklf 


rLLARCKS. 


LitTs   AHD       ^^  ^  ^^^'^  ^^  traced  from  its  delivery,  by  the  bookseller, 

^»  /»-  to  its  first  issue  to  a  reader,  it  will  be  seen  to  have  needed 

to  pass  through — ^in  any  carefully  regulated  library — several 

successive  operations.     They   may  be    enumerated  thus : 

(1)  Collation,  and  examination  with  the  bill  of  parcels  ;* 

•  If  the  book  be  a  gift,  tben  the  first  step  will  be  its  entry  in  the 
'  Donation-List;'  and  the  other  arrangements  will  follow  as  in  the  text. 
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(2)  Stamping  with  the  library-stamp ;  (3)  Cataloguing  on 
a  slip,  to  be  put  temporarily  in  the  book  itself ;  (4)  Local 
placing  in  the  Library  (according  to  its  subject),  and  recep- 
tion of  the  appropriate  *  press-mark/ — which  has  also  to 
be  entered  on  the  Catalogue-slip  ;  (5)  Entry  on  the  '  Shelf 
List' — the  briefest  form    of  entry  that  suffices  to  identify 
the  book  being  here  adopted* ;  (6)  Entry,  from  the  cata^ 
iogue  slip,  into  the  '  Reading  Room  Catalogue,'  whence 
by  simply  copying  on  a  Reader's  *  ticket-slip'  the  pressmark 
(done,  the  Reader  may  obtain  its  issue  for  his  use. 


§  IV.  Catalogues, 


The  question  of  the  best  form  of  Catalogue  for  a  Free 
Town  Library  is  one  on  which  it  is  very  probable  that  the 
opinions,  even  of  competently  informed  persons,  will  con- 
tinue greatly  to  differ.  A  common  practice  would  doubt- 
less carry  with  it  several  contingent  advantages, — were  it 
possible  to  arrive  at  a  general  agreement  on  the  point,  not 
so  much  of  the  absolutely  "best"  form,  as  of  a  good, 
appropriate,  and  easily  attainable,  form  of  Catalogue. 

*  The  foUowing  is  a  brief  example  of  a  sufficient '  Shelf  List'  for  the 
identification  and  periodical  *  calling  over* — at  fixed  times  of  closure — of 
the  contents  of  every  shelf  in  the  Library  :  — 


Dttte  of 

Aoquisitioa. 

[B.  hougkt. 

6.  gipen.-] 

No.  on 

1862 

Shelf. 

Sep.  10.  B. 

1 

»»         If 

2 

»f         »» 

3 

PRESS  XXV 

History    or    Eicolakd. 

Slielf  C— OcUvo. 


Short  Title  of  Book  or 
Name  of  Author. 

Stanhope. 
it 


•» 


i» 


Vol. 
1 

2 
3 
4 


Place. 

Lond. 


If 
>» 
It 


Date. 

1862 


Bemarka. 


«f 

>» 


I IV.     Ca- 

TALOQUKS. 


Cata* 

LOQUU, 

Clabbkd  OS 

ALrHABXTI* 
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The  difficulties  which  attend  the  choice  between  the 
almost  infinite  varieties  of  systems  of  classification  which 
have  been  proposed  are  many,  but  they  have  been  commonly 
exaggerated.     It  is  too  little  remembered  that  any  really 
'  classified  '  catalogue — ^however  defective  and  assailable  its 
^^^^         theoretical '  system ' — cannot,  in  the  nature  of  things,  fail 
to  assist  and  facilitate  the  researches  of  a  really  working 
reader  and  student,  in  a  much  greater  degree  and  measure, 
than  can  the  beat  conceivable  catalogue  arranged  according 
to  Authors'  names.     To  know  the  nameB  of  all  the  consult- 
able  authors  who  have  treated  of  a  subject  is  to  possess 
already  much  of  the  knowledge  which  the  working  student 
comes  to  the  Library  expressly  in  order  to  gather.     He 
wants  a  Catalogue  to  tell  him  what  authors  to  read.     And 
he  wants  not  a  few  books,  the  authors  of  which  are  now 
known  to  no  mortal.     Above  all  things  else,  he  does  not 
want  to  consult — if  the  Library  be  a  large  one — a  hundred, 
or  a  hundred  and  fifty,  volumes  of  catalogue ;  or  to  turn 
over  and  over — if  it  be  but  a  small  one — the  eight  hundred 
or  a  thousand  pages  which  may  intervene  between  the 
authors  under  ^A '  and  the  authors  under  'Z.'     For  an 
Index,  on  the  other  hand,  the  alphabetical  arrangement  of 
Authors'  names  is  admirable.     For  a  secondary  and  an- 
cillary full  catalogue — if  accompanying  another  catalc^e, 
of  what  nature  or  '  system '  soever,  provided  it  be  really  a 
Catalogue  of  the  subjects  treated  of  in  books — it  is  an 
excellent  help.      But  it  is  not,  and  cannot  be,  a  good 
principle  of  construction    for   the  sole  and   independent 
Catalogue  of  any  Library  which  aims  at  an  object  in  any 
degree  higher  than  that  of  reading  for  mere  pastime,  or 
for  the  acquisition  of  the  humblest  rudiments  of  learning. 

This  would  be  a  strictly  true  assertion  even  were  the 
catalogue  of  authors  kept — as  it  uniformly  ought  to  be — 
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under  a  separate  alphabetical  order,  wholly  apart  from  the 
alphabetically  (but  severally)  arranged  hkadinos  of  anony- 
moQs  books  and  of  polyonymous  books.      It  can  never 
help  a  searcher  for  the  known  book  of  a  known  author  to 
have,  in  one  alphabet  of  titles,  a  multitude  of  the  '  headings ' 
necessarily  chosen  for  the  entry  of  anonytnous  works  jumbled 
up  with  the  names  of  authors.     For  other  searchers  than 
those  who  are  seeking  for  known  books,  the  alphabet  of 
authors  is  plainly  an  obstacle,  not  a  help.     The  clumsiest 
and  worst  of  all  the  existing  systems  of  cataloguing  books 
according  to  the  nature  and  subject-matter  of  the  book — 
were  the  compiler  of  a  Catalogue  so  unfortunate  as  to 
select  it  from  the  rest — ^would,  at  the  least,  bring  under 
the  searcher's  eye,  at  the  sole  cost  and  labour  of  consulting 
one  volume  instead  of  consulting  a  hundred  volumes  or  a 
thousand  pages — beween  A  and  Z — the  titles  of  perhaps  a 
hundred  books,  either  treating  of  one  and  the  same  sub- 
ject, or  else  relating  to,  and  bearing  upon,  that  subject, 
more  or  less  closely.      This  advantage  alone  would  far 
more  than  compensate  the  real    toiler  at  a  tough  sub- 
ject of  inquiry  for  half  a  score  of  contingent  but  minor 
disadvantages, — did  they  really  exist.     And  it  is  very  far, 
indeed,  irom  standing  alone. 

The  very  disadvantages  and  uncertainties  (be  they  what 
they  may  in  degree)  alleged  to  attend  upon  Classified 
Catalogues  involve,  at  every  step,  some  addition  or  other  to 
previous  knatvledffe,  on  the  part  of  the  searcher.  If  he  be 
led,  by  the  occasionally  doubtful  partitions  and  severances 
of  a  subject,  to  turn,  now  and  then,  from  one  class,  group, 
or  section  of  such  a  Catalogue  to  another  class,  group,  or 
section,  he  acquires,  by  the  very  process,  some  piece  of 
knowledge  which  he  had  not  before.  Whilst  all  that  a 
man  acquires  by  having  to  lift  perhaps  a  hundred  volumes 
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of  Catalogues—'  A/  '  B/  '  C/  '  D/  &c.,— and  to  turn 
them  over  from  page  to  page,  is  a  wearied  body  and  a 
jaded  mind.  Many  a  reader  in  a  well-known  Reading 
Room — otherwise,  and  in  many  points,  a  model  of  good 
arrangements — has  shared  in  weariness  of  this  sort,  and 
has  spent  whole  days  in  book-hunting  which  ought  to  have 
been  spent  in  book-reading. 

CiSTwora  ^^'  however,  it  should  be  thought  that,  on  the  whole, 
AND  Alpha-  the  average  reader  of  a  Free  Town  Library  will  find  greater 
on«8.  difficulties  in  the  use  of  a  Classed  Catalogue,  however 
carefully  prepared,  than  he  ought  to  be  placed  under,  it 
will  be  quite  practicable  to  supply  him  with  an  alphabetical 
catalogue  of  the  easiest  sort  conceivable,  in  its  use  by  the 
most  inexperienced  searcher,  yet  capable,  at  the  same  time, 
of  going  far  towards  meeting  the  requirements  of  that 
'student  of  a  definite  subject'  or  pursuer  of  a  definite 
educational  purpose,  whose  case  the  remarks  which  precede 
had,  more  especially,  in  view. 

This  double  object  will  be  attained  by  making  the 
Catalogue  a  truly  'alphabetical'  one.  By  making  it,  I 
mean,  a  Catalogue  in  which  all  the  books  without  excep- 
tion— whether  those  of  an  avowed  or  otherwise  known 
author,  or  those  which  are  strictly  anonymous — are  entered^ 
in  a  complete  series,  under  their  respective  subjects;  and 
to  which  an  Index  of  Authors  is  subjoined. 

Of  the  arrangement  of  such  a  Catalogue  the  reader 
will  find  an  example  on  the  folding-leaf  which  follows 
Chapter  IV. 

The  'press-marks'  should  be  entered  as  well  in  the 
'  Index  of  Authors '  as  in  the  *  Catalogue  of  Subjects/ 
By  this  simple  arrangement,  the  searcher  has  never  to  turn, 
needlessly,  to  several  different  parts  of  the  Catalogue  in 
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order  to  obtain  an  answer  to  one  and  the  same  point  of 
inquiry.  He  who  is  seeking  the  one  known  book  finds 
that  book  at  once.  He  who  is  seeking  to  know  what 
treatises  the  Library  can  supply  him  with  on  Algebra,  or 
what  books  of  history  or  of  travel  there  may  be  upon  its 
shelves,  which  treat  of  Algiers,  turns,  with  like  ease,  to 
the  beading  *  Algebra/  or  to  the  heading  '  Algiers,'  as 
the  case  may  be. 

Finally,  under  this  section  of  our  subject  it  may  be  re- 
marked— ^and  the  remark,  it  is  hoped,  will  now  read  almost 
as  a  truism — ^that  the  Catalogue  should  become  a  printed 
Catalogue,  and  not  merely  a  manuscript  one,  at  the  earliest 
possible  period.  The  mere  necessity  of  preparing  it  for 
press  will  be  sure  to  make  the  Catalogue  a  better  one 
than  it  would  otherwise  have  been.  In  print,  the  Catalogue 
will  both  economise  the  time  of  readers,  and  simplify 
the  labours  of  the  Library  staff,  in  the  internal  economy 
and  manipulation.  Li  print,  it  will  also  conduce  to  the 
supply  of  manifest  deficiencies  in  the  stock  of  books ;  and 
it  will  be  made  serviceable  in  the  homes  of  the  frequenters 
of  the  Library  as  well  as  in  the  Reading  Room.  None  of 
these  advantages  pertain,  in  any  degree,  to  a  Catalogue 
which  is  suffered  to  remain  in  MS.  And  no  rate-money 
will  be  spent  more  profitably  and  fruitfully  than  that  which 
is  spent  in  preparing  and  printing  a  good  Catalogue,  ac- 
cording to  Subjects,  and  also  a  full  and  careful  Index  of  the 
names  of  Authors.  A  rich  Library  will  keep  its  Catalogue 
in  stereotype,  after  a  plan  which  provides  for  additions  and 
intercalations,  and  issue  new  editions  from  time  to  time. 
A  poor  Library  will  have  to  content  itself  with  the  publi- 
cation of  occasional  supplements. 
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§  V.  Regulation  op  Public  Access. 
(a)   Consulting  Department 

s  V  rmu.  I''  ^s  ^^  proud  distinction  of  '  Free  Libraries '  established 
LATioasTo«  under  Act  of  1850-66  that  their  use  by  all — of  whatever 
c«M.  social  position — who  profit  by  them,  is  matter  of  right, 

and  not  matter  of  favour.     Nor  is  it  a  less  important  dis- 
tinction that,  once  established,  their  permanency  is,  by 
that  single  fact  of  establishment  under  the  Act,  effectually 
secured. 
18  fc  i»        "  The  admission  to  all  Libraries  and  Museums   esta- 
d^e  as!'   Wished  under  this  Act  shall  be  open  to  the  public ^^^  of  all 
lb  cL  w    charged     By  this  clause,  entire  freedom  of  access  becomes 
imperative.     "  The  Lands  and  Buildings  so  to  be  appro- 
priated, purchased  or  rented,  as  aforesaid,  and  all  other 
real  and  personal  property  whatever  presented  to,  or  pur- 
chased for,  any  Library  or  Museum  ....  shall  be  vested 
— ^in  the  case  of  a  Borough — ^in  the  Mayor,  Aldermen,  and 
Burgesses  ;  in  the  case  of  a  District — in  the  Board  ;  and 
in  the  case  of  a  Parish  or  Parishes, — in  the  Commissioners." 
By  this  clause,  as  much  of  perpetuity  for  the  Library  or 
Museum  is  secured  as  is  secured  (by  our  ordinary  legisla- 
tion, written  and  unwritten)  for  perpetual  succession  in  the 
Corporation  of  the  Town, — or  in  the  Local  Board — of  the 
District  or  Parish  in  which  such  institutions  shall  have 
been  established. 

The  prohibition — under  any  circumstances — of  the  exac- 
tion of  admission  fees  in  order  to  an  enjoyment  of  the 
advantages  of  any  Library  or  Museum  established  under 
one  or  other  of  the  *  Libraries  Acts '  is  a  provision  which 
was  adopted  advisedly,  and  after  mature  consideration  of 
its  probable  results. 
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Prior  to  the  passing  of  the  Act  of  1855  the  noble  Lord 
who  took  charge  of  the  Bill  in  the  House  of  Lords — Lord 
Stanley  of  Alderley — was  strongly  inclined  to  propose, 
when  the  Bill  was  brought  up  from  the  Lower  House,  the 
insertion  of  a  new  clause  by  which  the  Council  or  the 
Local  Board- should  be  permitted  to  establish,  on  one  day 
only  of  the  week,  a  small  charge.  Lord  Stanley  was  of 
opinion  that  a  merely  permissive  power  of  that  sort,  to  be 
used  at  the  discretion  of  the  Managers,  and  to  be  limited 
in  its  application  to  one  day  only,  in  every  six  days  of 
public  access,  would  work  usefully. 

In  a  correspondence  which  took  place  at  that  time,  and 
which  I  have  before  me.  Lord  Stanley  writes  thus : — 
"  The  practical  operation  of  this  admission,  on  certain  days, 
at  a  small  fee  has  been  found  to  be  very  advantageous  at 
Marlborough  House"  [the  then  temporary  abode  of  what  is 
now  the  *  South  Kensington  Museum '] .  Those  persons 
who  wish  to  avail  themselves  of  the  Museum,  for  purposes 
of  study,  do  so  on  those  days  when  they  are  not  interfered 
with  by  the  numerous  attendance  of  the  free  days."*  And 
the  experience,  on  this  point,  of  the  larger  and  more  im- 
portant collections  of  Art  and  Science  at  the  British  Mu- 
seum is,  it  may  be  added,  precisely  similar. 

As  respects  Libraries,  at  all  events,  the  case  is  materially 
different.  An  additional  and  smaller  Reading  Room  in 
the  Free  Libraries  of  large  towns  would  better  meet  the 
peculiar  wants  of  real  workers.  Such  an  arrangement 
would  *  class'  the  readers  in  a  way  which  is  entirely  unob- 
jectionable. For  the  classing  would  simply  be  one  of  pur- 
suit and  requirement.  Such  Reading  Room  appliances  as 
are  some  of  those  which  have  been  mentioned  in  a  preced- 
ing section  of  this  chapter,t  are  needless  for  the  ordinary 

•  Lord  Stanley  of  Alderley  to  Mr.  Ewart,  M.P..  25  July,  1855. 

t  See  "  Fittings  and  Puenitueb  op  Reading  Rooms,'*  §  iv  above. 
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frequenters  of  a  Free  Library ;  but  they  are  of  the  highest 
value  to  such  of  its  exceptional  frequenters  as  are  already, 
or  are  in  training  to  become  by-and-bye,  students ;  as  dis- 
tinguished from  readers  for  amusement,  or  for  the  acquiring 
of  the  mere  rudiments  of  self-education. 

Lord  Stanlky  (of  Alderley),  when  he  found  that  the 
contemplated  cause,  suggested  for  the  Act  of  1855,  was 
found  to  be  objectionable  by  the  original  promoters  of  legis- 
lation for  Free  Libraries,  willingly  abandoned  his  first 
opinion.  He  devoted  to  the  carrying  of  the  Commons'  Bill, 
in  its  original  form,  his  eminent  abilities  and  deserved 
influence.  But  in  some  of  the  provincial  towns  which  at 
various  times  have  adopted  the  Act — whether  that  of  1850 
or  that  of  1855 — a  strong  hankering  for  the  introduction 
of  a  small  payment  system  under  one  form  or  other,  has  occa- 
sionally shown  itself.  Now  and  then  effect  has  been  given, 
to  this  desire,  notwithstanding  the  express  language  (to  say 
nothing  of  the  animating  and  manifest  spirit)  of  either  Act, 
and  of  both. 

(b)  Lending  Department. 

In  '  one  or  two  of  the  smaller  towns,  for  example,  a  pay- 
ment for  borrowers'  *  tickets '  has  been  established.  This, 
at  best,  is  an  evasion  of  the  intention  of  the  Legislature,  even 
if  it  be  granted  that  it  may,  technically,  be  regarded  as 
just  escaping  the  precise  censure  due  to  the  open  violation 
of  an  Act  of  Parliament. 

In  one  or  two  others, — and  in  one  or  two  of  those  which 
t-Nios  OF  were  among  the  earliest  to  levy  a  Library  Rate, — a  combi- 
nation has  been  effected  of  a  '  Subscription  Library'  with  a 
'  Free  Library.'  At  Bolton  such  a  combination  has  sub- 
sisted for  many  years.  It  is  less  plainly  and  obviously  an 
evasion  of  the  spirit  of  the  Libraries  Act  than  is  the  practice 
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of  claiming  a  shilling  on  tlie  issue  of  a  ticket  for  the  use  of  the 
Circulating  Department  of  a  Free  Town  Library,  but  it 
partakes,  undeniably,  of  the  essential  nature  of  such  an 
evasion.  It  is  a  union  of  things  which  conflict  as  well  as 
differ. 

This  union  of  the  subscription  principle  with  the  rating 
principle  as  far  as  regards  the  Town  Library  of  Bolton  was 
so  framed  at  the    outset  as  to  increase  its  objectionable 
character.      The  worst   conceivable  classification  of   men 
(under  any  circumstances  whatever)  in  relation  to  mental 
culture,  or  to  any  appliance  or  appendage  of  that,  is  cer- 
tainly the  breeches'-pocket  classification.     Yet  the  framers 
of  the  subscription  arrangement  at  Bolton  were  not  content 
with  divaricating  the  readers  at  the  *  Free  Library ' — as  far 
as  concerns  the  Circulating  branch  of  it, — into  a  *  First 
Class,'  consisting  of  subscription  paying  borrowers,  and  a 
'Second  Class,'  consisting  of  non -subscribers ;  they  must 
needs    have     three    classes,    graduated    entirely    by    the 
breeches'-pocket  scale :    namely,   L    Borrowers   of   books, 
who  could  afford  to  pay  a  guinea  a  year  ;  IL  Borrowers  of 
books  who  could  afford  to  pay  only  ten  shillings  a  year ; 
in.  Borrowers  of  books  who  could  afford  to  pay — directly 
or  indirectly — only  their  share  of  the  Library  Rate.     The 
borrowing  privileges  of  each  class  were  made  more  or  less 
ample,  in  proportion,  exactly  on  the  principle  which  gives 
to  a  First  class  railway  traveller  very  soft  cushions  ;  to  the 
Second  class  traveller  very  hard  cushions  ;  and  to  the  Third 
class  traveller  no  cushions  at  all. 

It  may  be  desirable,  on  this  head,  to  quote  textually  the 
regulation  as  it  was  originally  drawn  (immediately  after  the 
opening  of  the  Bolton  Library  under  the  Act  of  1850)  : 
There  was  to  be  a  First  Class  "  subscribing  one  Guinea  a 
year,  to  be  expended  in  the  purchase  of  books  and  periodi- 
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cal  literature,  which  shall  circulate  among  the  subscribera 
only,  for  twelve  months  next  after  purchase,  and  shall  then 
be  transferred  to  and  become  the  property  of  the  Town 
Council,  and  be  added  to  the  Public  Library,  provided  that 
each  such  subscriber  shall  be  allowed  the  privilege  of 
taking  out,  for  perusal  at  home,  one  volume  from  the  books 
of  that  portion  of  the  Library  known  as  the  Reference 
Library  which  the  Library  Committee  of  the  Town  Council 
for  the  time  being  shall  authorise  to  be  put  in  circulation"  j;. 
and  then  there  was  to  be  a  Second  Class  "subscribing 
ten  shillings  a  year,  to  be  expended  in  the  purchase  of  new 
publications  in  the  Arts  and  Sciences  to  be  selected  by  the 
Town  Council  Committee,  and  the  right  of  reading  them 
to  be  confined  to  the  subscribers  for  a  period  of  six  months 
from  the  time  of  their  purchase,  after  which  they  shall 
become  the  property  of  the  Mayor  and  Corporation,  and 
form  that  of  the  Public  Library ;  in  consideration  of  which 
the  expense  of  circulating  these  books  amongst  the  sub- 
scribers shall  be  defrayed  out  of  the  rate,  and  each  sub- 
scriber shall  have  the  privilege  at  all  times  of  taking  one 
volume  from  the  Reference  Library  for  perusal  at  home." 

How  this  plan  has  worked,  in  practice,  will  be  shown 

under  the  section  headed  '  BoltorC  of  the  chapter  in  which 

the  History  (up  to  nearly  the  close  of  the  year  1868)  of 

Free  Libraries  supported  by  rates  is  briefly  told. 

voucHEM        The  exaction  of  written  '  vouchers '  from   known  rate- 

FOm   BOE-  •11 

EowiNo  payers  guaranteeing  the  due  return, — or,  upon  loss  or 
'^*'*  failure,  the  due  replacement, — of  the  books  lent,  for  re- 
moval from  the  Library  to  the  houses  of  borrowers,  is  an 
essential  condition  of  good  working ;  infringes  in  no  wise 
the  sound  principle  of  entire  freedom  of  access ;  and  bas» 
in  practice,  been  attended  (during  more  than  sixteen  years 
of  actual  experience),  with  excellent  results. 


'^^''^^ 
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CHAPTER   IV. 

^STOBT  OF  FREE  LIBRARIES  ESTABLISHED  IN   GREAT 
BRITAIN  ON  THE  PRINCIPLE  OF  A   LIBRARY  RATE. 

1850—1868. 

^Free  LibrarieB  of  Manchester  and  Satford  and  ikeir  Founders — The 
Liverpool  Libraries  and  Sir  WiUiam  Brown — Birkenhead — Birming^ 
ham  and  its  Libraries— The  BoUon  Library — The  Free  Town  Libraries 
of  Oa^ord  and  Cambridge —Southa/m^ton  and  the  Hartley  Library— 
Other  Libraries,  supported  by  Rate  in  the  South  and  West  of  England 
— Causes  of  the  R^eetion  of  the  Librariet^  Act  in  certain  Tovms^  Gene- 
ral Results  of  the  Acts  of  1850-1866 — Need  of  further  Parliamentary 
and  Administrative  Encouragement. 

§1.  Manchester  and  Salpord. 

The  first  '  Free  Library '  established  under  the  Act  of  the  mah. 
1850  was  that  of  the  then  Borough,  now  the  City,  of  Man-    f""™™. 
Chester.     Had  there  been  no  Libraries  Act  there  would  '^^^  ^» 
have  been,  even  for  wealthy  Manchester,  no  Free  Library  rou»»i«. 
really  worthy  of  the  name  or  of  the  town.     None  the  less, 
however,  is  the  merit,  both  of  plan  and  of  actual  formation, 
due  to  an  individual  townsman. 

In  the  new  and  splendid  building,  the  sight  of  which 
will  by-and-bye  almost  repay,  to  a  lover  of  architecture,  the 
trouble  of  a  journey  into  Lancashire,  by  presenting  to  his 
view  the  best  model  of  a  Town  Hall  to  be  found  throughout 
the  empire,  the  visitor  will  see  a  series  of  portraits  which 
figure,  in  epitome,  the  municipal  history  of  Manchester. 
That  history  is  brief,  but  notable. 

Manchester  was  in  name  a  village,  until  the  present 
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century  was  considerably  advanced.  It  had  no  municipal 
corporation  for  many  years  after  the  official  recognition 
that  it  had  really  become  a  town.  Until  the  end  of  1888 
it  was  still  under  the  government  of  police  commissioners. 

In  each  of  the  first  half-dozen  of  those  full-length  por- 
traits of  Mayors  which  decorate  the  Council  Chamber,  it 
will  be  noticed  that  the  artist  has  introduced  into  his 
picture — in  one  fashion  or  other — an  inscription,  recording 
some  public  deed  or  public  benefaction  of  the  person  who 
is  represented.  The  first  Mayor  of  Manchester,  Sir  Thomas 
Potter,  was  the  main  promoter  of  thq  Charter  of  Incor- 
poration. He  was  the  means  of  more  than  doubling  the 
efficiency  of  the  ancient  Grammar  School  founded  by  Bishop 
Oldham.  He  was,  also,  himself  a  liberal  founder  of  schools 
and  of  reformatories.  The  sixth  mayor,  Sir  John  Potter, 
gave  to  Manchester  its  Free  Library. 

The  Potters  came  originally  from  Yorkshire.  They  had 
won  celebrity,  in  the  West  Riding,  as  growers  of  turnips 
before  they  became  famous  on  the  Manchester  Exchange  as 
dealers  in  calicoes  and  fustians.  It  was  with  the  savings 
which,  during  two  generations,  had  been  put  by  on  the 
Yorkshire  farm,  and  in  a  small  draper's  shop  in  the  adjacent 
town  of  Tadcaster,  that  one  of  the  chief  mercantile  houses 
of  South  Lancashire  was  established.  The  Potters  had 
the  good  fortune  to  transplant  themselves  just  at  the  right 
moment.  In  the  closing  years  of  the  last  century  the  in- 
ventions of  Arkwright  and  of  his  predecessors  and  helpers 
had  already  given  a  marvellous  impulse  to  the  trade  of 
Lancashire,  but  had  not,  as  yet,  overladen  the  traders  with 
competitors  from  all  parts  of  the  world. 

Richard  and  Thomas  Potter  began  their  business  with 
the  beginning  of  the  new  century.  They  took  to  the  new 
field  of  enterprise  almost  as  early  as  Nathan  Rothschild 
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had  betaken  himself  to  it,  and  by  Lis  early  successes  at 
Manchester  had  laid,  within  five  or  six  years,  a  solid  foun- 
dation for  the  greatest  commercial  house  in  the  world. 

Sir  John  Potter  inherited  from  his  father  a  prestige  thk 
inrhich  would  have  gone  far  to  cover,  in  Manchester,  many 
shortcomings  of  his  own,  had  there  been  need.  The  first 
mayor  of  that  town  had  won  for  himself  reverence  and  love, 
in  at  least  as  great  a  degree  as  he  had  won  for  his  house  of 
business  commercial  renown.  For  he  added  to  the  highest 
qualities  which  ensure  prosperity  in  trade  those  nobler 
qualities  which  make  the  large  gains  of  the  man  the  foun- 
dation of  large  gifts  to  the  community.  With  Sir  Thomas 
Potter  public  duty  was  never  postponed  to  individual 
profit.  Conspicuous  as  was  his  personal  success  in  life,  it 
might  have  been  very  much  greater  had  personal  success 
been  his  ruling  aim. 

The  Founder  of  the  Free  Library  of  Manchester  did  not 
possess,  without  some  exception,  all  the  good  and  eminent 
qualities  which  had  marked  the  career,  both  public  and 
private,  of  his  father.  He  inherited  not  a  few  of  them  ; 
but  had  been  trained  under  a  less  favourable  because  less 
severe  youthful  discipline.  Probably,  his  valuable  life  would 
not  so  soon  have  been  lost  to  the  town  for  which,  within  a 
brief  term,  he  did  so  much,  had  he,  in  early  years,  been 
forced  to  face  the  hard  work  and  the  frugal  self-denial 
which  his  father  had  had  to  face,  and  to  battle  with  those 
numerous  obstacles  which  the  ladder  of  life  is  sure  to  pre- 
sent to  the  men  who  ascend  it  as  pioneers.  But,  as  a 
townsman.  Sir  John  Potter  possessed,  in  fair  measure,  the 
merits  and  good  qualities  of  his  father.  And  as  a  provincial 
politician  he  surpassed  them.  In  the  days  of  Sir  Thomas, 
party  strife  ran  very  high,  and  it  was  hard  for  the  most  liberal- 
minded  of  men  to  raise  himself  quite  above  the  narrowness 
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and  exclusiveness  of  the  partisan.  It  was  the  better  fortune 
of  Sir  John  Potter  to  be  a  genuine  liberal,  and,  at  the  same 
time,  a  steadfast  opponent  of  the  claims  and  dictations  of  a 
local  coterie  who  sought  to  monopolise  the  credit  of  the 
name  '  Reformer/  whilst  trading  upon  '  Reform '  for  the 
gratification  of  merely  pei*soual  ambitions  and  of  party 
hatreds. 

In  the  discharge  of  his  functions  as  Mayor — an  office  to 
whichhe  was  thrice  elected — Sir  John  Potter  was  exemplary. 
He  held  the  scales  between  contending  parties  with  an 
equable  and  firm  hand  ;  but  he  never  felt  himself  really  at 
home  in  the  House  of  Commons.  He  was,  with  some  other 
disadvantages,  under  the  special  and  serious  disadvantage  of 
failing  health  when  returned  to  Parliament.  He  felt,  and 
(to  his  friends)  he  said,  that  his  seat  in  the  House  would 
hasten  his  path  to  the  grave;  but  the  simple  fact  of  his 
return  as  Member  for  Manchester,  in  the  critical  year  1865, 
helped  to  convince  Englishmen,  all  over  the  country,  that 
the  '  Manchester  School '  was,  at  that  time,  very  far  from 
teaching  the  lessons  which  most  commended  themselves  to 
the  more  temperate  and  dispassionate  part  of  that  provincial 
community — under  whatever  political  banner  they  might 
usually  range  themselves — the  name  of  which  had  been  so 
currently  misapplied.  It  was  (under  the  existing  circum- 
stances) a  service  to  the  town  scarcely  less  honourable  to 
the  man  who  rendered  it  than  had  been  his  gift  to  it,  four 
years  earlier,  of  the  Free  Library.  And  it  was  in  strict 
accordance  with  truth,  not  from  any  impulse  of  flattery,  that 
when  a  Funeral  Sermon,  within  less  than  two  years  after 
his  election  to  the  House  of  Commons,  had  to  be  preached 
for  the  Founder  of  the  Free  Library,  the  preacher  took  for 
his  theme  '  The  Public  Duty  of  the  Citizen' 
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Sir  John  Pottbr  began  his  chief  public  labour  (during   th«  kouk- 
the  second  year  of  his  Mayoralty)    by  taking   from  his   m*rm«r 
pocket,  one  day,  on  the  Manchester  Exchange,  a  Library    ^'■***^ 
begging-book.    He  repeated  the  experiment  soon  afterwards 
in  a  place  where  he  was  wont  to  feel  himself  more  tho- 
roughly at   his  ease  than  even  on  that  Exchange  where 
his  name  had  been  so  long  held  in  honour.     At  the  head 
of  a  board  well  laden  with  the  choicest  of  the  good  things 
of  this  life,  and  surrounded  by  faces  beaming  with  tes- 
timony of  the  genial  enjoyment  of  them,  Sir  John  Potter 
was  always  seen  at  his  best.     The  enjoyment  of  the  host 
seemed  to  increase  with  the  number  and  the  joyousness  of 
the  guests.     Under  such  happy  circumstances^  the  sub- 
scription list,  opened  on  the  Exchange,  went  round  the 
table  with  the  wine,  and  was  rapidly  and  liberally  filled 
up.     The  first  public  meeting  was  called  together,  in  the 
place  intended  to  be  made  into  a  library,  on  the  8th  of 
January,  1851  ;  but,  before  any  appeal  was  made  to  the 
Public,  the  Founder  had  sent  to  the  bankers  a  sum  of  four 
thousand  three  hundred  pounds,  gathered  by  his  personal 
and  sole  exertions.     Of  this  sum,  £2000  came  from  the 
pockets  of  the  fii-st  twenty-six  subscribers  to  the  fund. 

As  I  have  noticed  elsewhere,  there  was,  at  this  stage  of 
the  afiair,  some  difference  of  opinion  about  the  best  methods 
of  proceeding,  and  more  especially  about  the  building  in 
which  the  Free  Library  should  be  placed.  On  that  cold 
winter  morning  of  '51,  the  building  itself  wore  a  very  un- 
attractive and  gloomy  look.  And  it  was  a  building  of  ill- 
fame  ;  for  it  had  been  for  some  years  the  head-quarters  in 
Manchester  of  Owenistic  Socialism.  Being  held  during 
the  Christmas  holidays,  the  meeting  was  thinly  attended ; 
but  those  who  were  there — aniongst  them,  the  Bishop  of 
Manchester,  the  Dean  of  Manchester,  many  of  the  parochial 
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Clergy  and  of  the  Dissenting  ministers  of  the  town ;  witli 
tlie  Mayor  of  Salford  and  the  Presidents  of  both  Chambers 
of  Commerce,  and  several  eminent  merchants — were  much 
in  earnest.  The  question  about  the  building  was  at  length 
regarded  as  a  thing  which  had  been  settled;  and  the  only 
question  practically  to  be  dealt  with  was  felt  to  be  that  of 
increasing  the  fund,  so  as  to  improve  and  adapt  the  building 
in  the  best  possible  way,  and  to  furnish  it  with  as  many 
and  as  good  books  as  possible.  Eventually,  the  original 
£4300  grew  to  nearly  £13,000.*  A  Committee  was  ap- 
pointed  to  help  in  the  work. 

Whilst  the  adaptation  of  the  building  was  in  active  pro- 
gress, the  i)urchasc  of  books  was  entrusted  by  the  Committee 
to  the  joint  care  of  a  member  of  their  body  (the  worthy 
iind  learned  President  of  the  Cheetham  Society,  Mr.  James 
CRossLKY),andof  their  intended  Principal  Librarian.  18,028 
volumes  were  purchased.  The  expenditure  for  books  was 
£4150.  The  larger  portion  of  the  purchases  were  effected 
within  about  three  months ;  in  the  classes  of  English  History 
and  of  Standard  English  Literature,  they  were  made  ex- 
tensively prominent  and  systematic ;  and,  in  the  course  of 
making  them,  more  than  100,000  volumes  passed  under 
careful  examination. 

In  addition  to  the  purchased  books,  3292  volumes  were 
])resented  by  various  donors.  Of  these  more  than  three  fourths 
were  found  to  be  better  suited  for  a  popular  lending  library 
than  for  a  well-  and  carcfully-funiishcd  Consulting  Library. 

In  relation  to  the  obtainment,  by  gift,  of  books  of  one 
particular  and  important  class, — those  printed  at  public 
charge,  and  under  the  direction  of  one  or  other  of  the 
multifarious  public  departments  of  the  kingdom — the 
Principal  Librarian  of  the  Manchester  Library,  in  accord- 

♦  Of  this  sum  the  Overseers  of  ManoliesUT  contribute*!  £2000. 
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ance  with  his  instructions,  took  unusual  pains,  with  very  donatton 
unsatisfactory  results.  It  appeared  to  the  Committee  which 
had  the  task  of  assisting  the  Founder  in  carrying  out  the 
plans,  to  be  a  most  reasonable  thing  that  when  a  local 
community  was  making  large  and  costly  efforts,  from  its 
own  resources,  to  establish  the  first  truly  and  thoroughly 
'Free  Library'  in  Britain,  some  furtherance  from  the 
national  Government  might  fairly  be  looked  for,  if  once  it 
could  be  shown  that  the  Administration  of  the  day  had 
legitimate  and  appropriate  means  actually  in  their  hands  of 
giving  that  furtherance,  and  of  giving  it  unobjectionably. 

About  books  printed  at  public  cost  three  facts  were 
already  known  :  They  were  very  numerous.  They  con- 
tained information,  much  of  which  was  not  in  any  other 
form  accessible ;  and  the  spreading  abroad  of  which  was  a 
natural  and  a  momentous  interest.  Of  very  many  of  them 
there  existed  a  large  and  available  stock, — so  large,  in 
some  cases,  that  it  was  at  once  an  embarrassment  to  the 
warehouse-keepers  who  had  the  charge  of  it,  and  a  subject 
of  current  as  well  as  of  past  expenditure  to  the  Public. 

The  movers  in  the  matter  ventured  to  think  that  a 
Public  Library,  placed  in  one  of  the  great  centres  of 
population  and  of  commerce,  and  about  to  be  maintained 
by  a  voluntary  and  permanent  rate,  had  a  fair  case  for  con- 
sideration with  the  custodians  of  Public  Books.  But  many 
of  these  custodians  thought  otherwise.* 

After  a  long  and  most  onerous  correspondence,  diversified 
occasionally  by  personal  effort,  there  ensued  a  very  meager 
result.     The  desired  books,  in  the  aggregate,  were  counted 

•  There  were  several  honourable  exceptions,  as,  for  instance,  at  the 
Colonial  Office ;  at  the  office  of  the  Education  Committee  of  the  Privy 
CooncU,  and  at  that  of  the  Registrar-General.  Some  of  the  obstacles 
in  other  quarters  arose  from  the  industry  and  the  peculiar  crotchets  of 
the  late  Comptroller  of  Her  Majesty's  Stationery  Office. 
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up  by  thousands.  The  obtained  books— obtained  with 
great  pains,  and  with  not  a  little  incidental  expenditure — 
could  be  counted  with  small  difficulty.  They  numbered, 
in  all,  a  hundred  and  forty-five. 

In  another  department,  painstaking  was  rewarded  with 

P^OTorxnE  better  success.      Those  who  had  to  deal  with  the  first 

MAscnEs-    formation  of  the  Free  Library  of  Manchester  had  two 

LiBRABi.    things,  more  especially,  at  heart.     They  desired  to  lay  the 

groundwork  of  the  best  attainable  collection  of  books  on 

Commerce,  and  on  the  literature  of  Politics  and  of  Political 

and  Social  Economy,  in  all  their  branches.      They  also 

desired  to  set  as  good  an  example  as  possible  to  the  future 

Free  Libraries  of  other  towns,  in  the  way  of  gathering  the 

best  attainable  series  of  books  on  the  Local  History  and 

the  Local  affairs. 

To  attain  the  first  object,  little  reliance  could  be  placed 
on  any  source  of  acquisition  other  than  that  of  purchase 
in  the  ordinary  markets  of  the  book-trade.  Towards  the 
attainment  of  the  second,  there  was  ground  to  hope  that 
voluntary  gifts  Avould  largely  help. 

Before  the  Free  Librniy  opened  its  doors  to  the  Public 
it  contained  in  the  single  clnss,  "  Legislation,  Politics,  and 
Commerce,"  about  7,100  distinct  works — tracts  and  pam- 
phlets included — comprised  (when  wholly  bound)  in  about 
3,000  volumes.  It  also  contained  more  than  five  hundred 
works  on  the  history,  antiquities,  the  local  concerns,  and 
the  particular  industrial  pursuits  of  Manchester  and  of 
Lancnshirc. 

The  j)oliticnl  collection  included  sets  of  the  Journals  and 
Debates  of  Parliament ;  a  nearly  complete  series  of  the 
London  Gazette  (extending  over  almost  two  hundred  years*) ; 

*  Made,  thongb  with  great  difficulty,  perfortly  complete,  by  four 
successive  purchases  l>etwot»n  1852  and  1857. 
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more  than  three  hundred  works  on  the  general  history  of 

Trade  and  Commerce,  dating  from  the  sixteenth  century 

downwards;    about  a  hundred  and  sixty  works  on  that 

special  branch  of  commercial  literature — the  trade  between 

England  and  India ;  more  than  two  hundred  and  twenty 

works  on    the   History  and  Constitution  of  the   British 

Parliament;    and   above   six    hundred   and   fifty  several 

works — ranging,  in  date,  from  1616  to  1850 — on  mone- 

taiy  and  banking  afiairs^  on  taxation,  and  on  the  public 

foods. 

The  attainment,  in  so  short  a  period,  of  so  remarkable 
and  so  peculiar  a  collection — attained  too  by  a  very  moderate 
outlay — would  have  been  scarcely  possible  but  for  the 
circumstanca  that  a  Danish  merchant,  who  had  settled 
himself  in  Ix)ndon  about  a  century  and  a  half  before  the  oENr-^oL- 
Free  Libraries  were  planned,  had  chosen  to  diversify  his 
accumulation  of  a  large  commercial  fortune  by  the  accu- 
mulation, at  equal  steps,  of  a  large  commercial  library. 

Nicholas  Magens  came  to  England  with  but  a  very  few 
shillings  in  his  pocket.  From  the  humblest  beginnings, 
he  rose  to  great  prosperity.  And  he  had  the  enlightened 
desire  to  understand,  thoroughly,  the  commerce  on  which 
his  fortune  was  based.  Soon  after  laying  the  foundation 
of  the  well-known  London  banking-house  of  *  Dorrien, 
Magens  and  Company'  (well  known,  under  one  variation 
or  other,  from  the  time  of  Queen  Anne  to  that  of  Queen 
Victoria),  he  laid  that  of  the  curious  collection  of  Trade 
Literature,  now  to  be  seen  at  Manchester.  It  had  remained, 
by  way  of  heir-loom,  in  the  Doriuen-Magens  family  until 
1851. 

The  literature  of  *  History  '  presents  less  difficulty,  in  its 
collection,  than  does  the  literature  of  Commerce,  provided 
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HisTOMCAL  always  that  there  be  one  essential  condition  precedent,  that 
MAKCHE8T.'  of  an  ample  fund  for  purchases.  With  a  comparatively 
narrow  fund,  the  acquisition  of  historical  books  for  the 
new  Manchester  Library  could  be  only  slender,  save  in 
one  particular  section.  The  volumes  in  the  class  *  History, 
— at  the  time  of  opening — amounted  to  only  6,707  ;  but, 
of  these,  more  than  4,300  volumes  related  to  the  History 
and  Biography  of  Britain  and  of  the  United  States  of 
America,  including  (in  the  number)  works  of  travel  in 
either  country.  The  volumes  of  British  and  American 
biography,  taken  apart,  amounted  to  1,313.  But  those  of 
British  topography — a  department  more  than  tenfold 
costlier — were,  and  still  are  (in  1868),  in  comparison,  very 
few ;  excepthig  always  those  relating  to  Lancashire  and  to 
districts  nearly  adjacent. 

o/kwiko  '^^^^  Library,  of  which  the  foundation  had  thus  been  laid, 

by  vigorous  and  voluntary  efforts,  was  opened  for  public 
use  on  Thursday,  the  2nd  of  September,  1852.  Just  a 
fortnight  before  this  ceremony,  a  poll  of  the  Burgesses  was 
taken  on  the  question  : — 'S/ui/l  a  Library  Rate  be  levied?^ 
for  its  future  increase  and  maintenance. 

In  1852  the  registered  burgesses  of  Manchester  were 
12,542.  Of  this  number,  4,002  cast  their  votes.  Of  the 
4,002  voters  3,962  were  in  favour  of  the  rate;  forty  voters 
only  w  ere  against  it.  The  '  ayes '  were  nearly  as  one  hun- 
dred to  one  'no.'  The  supporters  were  (allowing  for 
deaths  and  departures  since  the  framing  of  the  Register) 
somewhat  more  than  one  third  of  the  whole  number  of 
ratepayers.     The  opponents  were  gfjth  of  the  whole. 

But  even  this  statement  of  the  matter  does  not  fully 
represent  the  real  predominance  of  feeling  in  the  Town. 

Adopting  that  test  of  feeUng  which — in  the  well-known 
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story — ^is  called  'the  Quaker's  test   ('Friend,  How  much 
dost  thou  feel  for  this  good  cause  ?'),  it  deserves  to  be  re- 
membered that  whilst  six  and  twenty  helpers  had  '  felt  for 
it '  in  hundred-pound  notes,  and  three  hundred  and  eighty 
other  helpers  in  notes  from  five  pounds  to  fifty ;  more  than 
twenty  thousand  hard-working  clerks  and  artisans  (of  all 
kinds)  felt  for  it,  not  a  whit  less  earnestly,  in  half-sovereigns, 
shillings,  and  pence.     If  we  reckon  contributions  of  this  vamttt  o» 
sort  after  the  scale  which  is  laid  down  in  Our  Lord's  ersintbe 
Parable,  the  one  thousand  pounds  (or  very  nearly  that)        **"* 
which  was  given  out  of  **  wages  "  vsdll  seem  even  more 
notable  than  the  twelve  thousands  which  were  given  out  of 
rents,  revenues,  and  profits  of  trade. 

It  is  pleasant  to  note,  whilst  recording  this  far-extending 
combination  for  a  public  object,  and  for  one  which — ^in 
several  points  of  view — was  new  in  Britain,  that  the  casting 
of  gifts  into  the  '  common '  treasury  of  all  classes  spread 
far  beyond  the  limits  of  Manchester  itself,  or  those  of  its 
district.  At  home,  the  second  person  in  the  Realm  shared 
in  it  by  a  most  liberal  and  princely  contribution.  Abroad, 
interest  in  the  Free  Library  movement  was  testified  by  a 
generous  gift  which  came  from  the  United  States  of 
A  merica. 

The  Prince  Consort's  gift  consisted  of  eighteen  volumes 
of  splendid  books.  They  were  chosen  with  the  enlightened 
judgment  and  fine  taste  which  always  characterised  the 
man  whose  loss  was  so  soon  to  become  the  cause  of  grief 
to  a  nation.* 

•  Prince  Albert,  in  the  letter  which  he  desired  Col.  Phippa  to  write, 
on  hia  behalf,  upon  occasion  of  this  gift,  took  the  opportunity  to  express 
his  earnest  approval  of  the  *  Libraries*  Act,'  and  especially  of  the  princi- 
ple of  supporting  Town  Libraries  by  local  rates.  "  That  important  Act," 
he  saysy  "  has  recognised,  for  the  fii'st  time,  the  supply  of  food  for  the 
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ofexix;  or      Tlic    iiiceting  for  inauguration  was   honoured   by  the 

iiikstkh  Li-  prescncc  of  the  Earls  of  Shaftesbury,  and  of  Wilton,  as 
MA^HT  iSkP.  ^^.^^ji  ^g  1^^  jl^j^j.  ^£  iiiQ^i  of  those  early  promoters  whom  I 

have  mentioned  as  taking  part  in  the  preliminary  meeting 
of  January,  1851.  But  its  crowning  honour  was  the 
])resencc  of  three  masters  in  literatiu^ — Charles  Dickkns, 
William  Tjiackeray,  and  Lord  Lytton.  Each  of  these 
eminent  writers  expressed  himself  very  characteristically. 
Thackeray — who  could  utter  such  brilliant  and  incisive 
sayings  across  the  social  dinner-table — was  never  at  his 
ease  in  speechifying  at  a  public  meeting.  And  on  this 
occasion  the  sight  of  twenty  thousand  volumes  of  books 
seemed  to  appal  him  much  more  than  the  sight  of  the  few 
hundreds  of  auditors.  The  surrounding  books  appeared  to 
excite  such  a  crowd  of  thoughts  in  his  mind  that  their  very 
number  and  hurry  impeded  their  outlet.  Enough  was  heard 
to  make  one  feel  that  what  he  had  to  say  was  excellent,  yet 
he  could  not  say  it.  He  sat  down  in  great  emotion,  and 
with  an  unfinished  sentence  on  his  lips.  His  nearest  rival 
in  the  realm  of  fiction  was,  on  the  other  band,  perfectly  at 
his  case.  He  caused  a  roar  of  laughter  by  a  pathetic 
account  of  the  toils  he  had  encountered  hi  striving,  during 
several  years,  to  understand  the  meaning  of  the  current 
phrase,  'the  Manchester  School.'  He  had  run  up  and 
down,  imploring  explanation.  Some  people  assured  him 
it  was  *all  cant;'  others  were  equally  confident  that  it  was 

mind/  us  ranking  among  those  absolutely  necessary  provisions,  which 
ui'c  to  be  *'  amply  and  beneficially  supplied  to  the  Community  by  Rates 
in  the  different  localities  and  voluntarily  imposed."  The  Prince  added 
his  h()i>e  that  the  exami>le,  "  thus  nobly  set  by  Manchester,  wiU  be  ex- 
tensively followed  throughout  the  country."  The  hope  is  in  a  very  fair 
way  to  be  realized,  althongli  the  lamented  Prince  who  expressed  it  was 
to  })c  called  away  fi'om  us  too  soon  to  allow  of  his  witnessing  any  con- 
siderable fruiti<»u. 
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'  all  cotton/  But  in  that  room  bis  doubts  were  suddenly 
dispelled.  The  '  Manchester  School '  he  now  saw  was  a 
Library  of  Books,  as  open  to  the  poorest  as  to  the  richest. 
May  the  time  soon  come,  said  Mr.  Dickens,  when  all  our 
towns  and  cities  shall  possess  as  good  a  seminary. 

But  no  speech,  uttered  at  that  meeting,  contained  words 
better  worth  remembering  and  pondering,  than  those  of  Lord 
Lytton.    He  told  his  audience  what  had  been  said  to  him,   ^***  ^^'^' 

'         ton's 

a  few  days  before,  by  the  American  Ambassador,  when  smkch  at 

Jtt.AN- 

questioned  about  the  amount  and  incidence  of  taxation  in  chkstkr. 
the  States :  "  Our  largest  rate  of  all "  (said  Mr.  Everett 
to  Sir  Buhver  Litton)  **is  our  Education  Rate.  We 
never  grumble  at  its  amount,  because  it  is  in  education 
that  we  find  the  principle  of  our  national  safety."  But, 
added  Lord  Lytton,  with  the  keenness  of  thought  and  the 
true  eloquence  which  characterise  his  best  speeches,  as  well 
as  his  best  books :  "  A  Library  is  not  only  a  school,  it  is 
an  arsenal,  and  an  armoury.  Books  are  weapons ;  either 
for  war  or  for  self-defence.  And  the  principles  of  chivalry 
are  as  applicable  to  the  student  now,  as  they  ever  were  to 
the  knight  of  old.  To  defend  the  weak;  to  resist  the 
oppressor;  to  add  to  courage  humilitif ;  to  give  to  man  the 
service,  and  to  God  the  glory ;  is  the  student's  duty  7iow ; 
as  it  was  once  the  duty  of  the  knight."  No  truer,  few 
more  pregnant,  words  were  ever  spoken  at  any  public 
meeting  within  the  four  seas.  And  they  had  their  special 
aptness  for  the  ears  to  which  they  were  uttered. 

Some  men,  full  of  energy  and  of  that  practical  ability 
which  is  nowhere  more  largely  to  be  met  with  than  in 
Manchester,  are  wont  sometimes  to  say — with  a  spice  of 
boasting  which  is  very  natural,  and  by  no  means  unpardon- 
able: "The  Lancashire  of  to-day  is  the  England  of  the 
future." 
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Most  undoubtedly,  the  supremacy  of  the  Lancashire  of 
to-day  [namely,  of  November,  1868,]  would  be  a  much 
happier  thing  for  England  than  the  supremacy — were  such 
a  thing  ever  possible — of  the  Lancashire  of  184S,  which 
the  present  writer  well  remembers,  and  which  mme  among 
the  utterers  of  the  saying  would  fain  bring  back, — if  they 
could. 

But  no  real  student  of  history  will  believe  that  the  too 
boastful  prediction  will  ever  be  entii-ely  realised.  It 
contains  nevertheless  a  very  important  element  of  truths 
and  towards  its  appreciation,  at  its  real,  and  no  more  than 
its  real  value,  there  is  good  help  in  the  words  used  by  Lord 
Lytton  at  the  Manchester  Free  Library  meeting. 

The  'Lancashire  of  to-day'  presents  a  most  striking 
picture  of  the  results,  under  Providence,  of  a  wonderfully 
energetic  pursuit  of  commercial  success,  combined  with 
great  openness  of  purse,  and  great  freedom  of  mental 
sympathy,  towards  commercial,  municipal,  and  educational 
institutions  of  all  kinds.  Such  a  combination  is  a  truly 
noble  constituent  in  the  greatness  of  a  nation ;  but  it  is 
only  a  constituent.  It  has  taken  much  more  to  build  up 
Britain  than  the  most  marvellously  successful  industry, 
backed  by  all  that  power  of  the  puree  which  flows  thence. 
The  England  of  the  Crusaders,  and  the  England  of  the 
Tudors,  have  had  a  good  deal  more  to  do  with  shaping  the 
Britain  yet  to  come,  than  the  influence  which  lies,  actually 
and  potentially,  in  the  special  enterprise  of  Lancashire,  even 
were  it  possible  to  expand  the  cotton  factories  and  the 
bonding-warehouses  from  Liverpool  and  Mnnchester  down 
to  the  Scottish  border.  The  more  of  well-furnished  Free 
Libraries  we  open,  the  wider  shall  we  spread  the  conviction, 
in  the  minds  of  those  who  really  profit  by  their  contents, 
that  it  is  not  in  unity,  but  in  great  diversity  of  aim,  pursuit, 
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enterprise,  and  power,  that  the  true  bases  of  our  national 
greatness  will  continue  to  be  laid,  as  in  the  bygone  times. 

Four  days  after  the  opening  meeting,  the  rooms  of  the 
Free  Library  were  thronged  with  readers.  The  long 
months  which  had  been  spent  in  adapting  the  building  to 
its  new  purposes,  and  in  the  collection  and  arrangements 
of  the  books,  had  served  rather  to  increase  than  to  lessen 
the  interest  of  all  classes  in  the  new  institution. 

Within  the  first  year  of  its  working  it  had  issued  to 
readers  in  the  Consulting  Department,  61,080  volumes;  and,  bJ^""^^^^ 
from  the  Lending  Department,  77,232  volumes;  making  a    firitycar. 
total  issue,  within  twelvemonths,  of  138,31 2  volumes. 

'Sihe  Consulting  Library,  at  the  time  of  its  being 
opened  to  the  Public,  contained  16,013  volumes.  They 
were  increased,  by  the  end  of  the  year,  to  18,104.  The 
Circulating  or  Lending  Branch  contained,  at  the  time 
of  opening,  5,305  volumes.  They  were  increased,  by 
the  end  of  the  year,  to  7195.  But,  out  of  the  first- 
named  number,  about  2300  volumes — being  as  yet 
unbound — were  not  available  for  present  use.  The  aggre- 
gate number  of  available  books  was  therefore,  in  round 
numbers,  23,000  volumes.  It  follows  that,  upon  an 
average,  each  volume  of  the  Library  was  either  consulted, 
or  borrowed,  by  readers  six  times  within  the  first  year  of 
the  working  of  the  new  Library. 

Five  years  after  the  public  opening,  the  issues   of  a    i^^^f 
single  year  had  increased  in  the  Consulting  Department  to  ^"^^/J^'* 
101,991  volumes,  and,  in  the  Lending  Department,  to    yean. 
96,117;   making   an   aggregate  total   issue   of    198,108 
volumes.  Meanwhile,  the  contents  of  tlK3  Consulting  Library 
had  been  increased  by  the  close  of  the  year  1857  to  21,818 
volumes,  and  the  contents  of  the  Lending  Department  to 
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8873  volumes.  The  mean  amount  of  available  books 
during  the  year  1856-7  may  be  taken  at  28,000  volumes. 
It  follows  that  during  the  fifth  year  of  the  working  of  the 
Library  every  volume,  on  an  average,  was  issued  or  con- 
sulted seven  times  over. 

The  reader  will  have  borne  in  mind  that  the  Consulting 
Library  was  open  to  everybody,  without  introduction  or 
recommendation  of  any  kind ;  and  the  Lending  Library, 
also  open  to  everybody,  on  the  one  condition  that  the  appli- 
cant, upon  his  first  appearance,  should  produce  a  'voucher' 
signed  by  any  two  burgesses — either  of  Manchester  or  of 
Salford — who  were  willing  to  become  his  sureties  or 
'guarantore,'  for  the  due  return,  or  due  replacement,  of 
books  lent.  The  system  was  absolutely  new  in  England. 
No  Lending  Library  had  ever  before  made  its  books 
equally  accessible.  No  rate-piux;hased  books^  bad  ever 
before  been  placed  in  a  Library,  either  for  borrowing,  or  for 
consultation  within  the  walls.  This  fact  of  entire  novelty 
seemed  to  make  it  desirable  that  the  Library  Statistics, 
also,  should  have  greater  fullness  of  record,  and  be  kept  with 
more  minuteness  of  detail  than  had  theretofore  been  either 
customary  or  needful.  On  this  ground,  the  Principal 
Librarian  at  Manchester  classified  both  the  issues  and  the 
readers ;  although  that  system  entailed  (on  his  staff,  as  well 
as  on  himself,)  a  large  amount  of  additional  labour.  In  the 
sequel,  the  record — dry  as  it  must  needs  be — ^proved 
to  have  its  interest;  its  details  were  copied  into  some 
scores  of  newspapers  and  literary  journals ;  and  the  prac- 
tice came  to  be  nearly  universal  amongst  the  Free 
Libraries. 

1  The  Manchester  Corporation  had  obtained  from  Parliament — by  a 
clause  inserted  in  a  Local  Act— exceptional  powers  to  buy  books  out  of 
the  Batc-money,  prior  to  the  Amendment  of  the  firat '  Libiuries  Act.' 
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The  classified  issues  at  Manchester — as  regards  the 
Consulting  Library — during  the  first  five  years  were  as 
follows : — 


Books  in  the  CLut. 

Azfrregate  No.  of 

>  olnmes  issued 

in  five  years. 

Theology 

Phijlosophy    .... 

History 

Politics  and  Commebce 
Sciences  and  AjtTS 

LlTESATUBE  and  POLYGRAPHY 

8.297 

6,791 

100.963 

40.595 

46,266 

161.768 

Total    . 

364,680 

ClsssiAcation 

of  the  Books 

issued. 


Many  persons,  very  friendly  to  the  extension  of  Popular 
Libraries,  were  yet  of  opinion — at  the  outset  of  the  Free 
Library  movement — that  in  order  to  induce  people  who  had 
been  wont  to  read  very  little  to  read  more,  and  to  read 
habitually,  you  must  provide,  in  a  very  large  measure,  the 
merely  ephemeral  literature  of  the  day.  Such  persons  were 
naturally  surprised  on  the  publication  of  this  Table  of 
Issues. 

The  last-named  class  in  the  table — 'Literaturk  and 
Polygraph  y' — is  necessarily  a  very  wide  and  compre- 
hensive class.  It  includes  the  collective  works  of  a  Shake- 
speare, a  Milton,  a  Bacon,  and  a  Ralegh,  as  well  as  the 
amusing  but  very  ephemeral  productions  of  Ainsworth 
or  of  G.  P.  R.  James.  In  filling  the  shelves  allotted  to 
this  class  of  books  a  liberal  but  by  no  means  a  predominant 
proportion  of  the  Literature  of  Fiction  was  provided. 
Originally  (and  speaking  only  of  the  Consulting  Depart- 
ment), there  were  in  the  Library  little  more  than  500 
volumes  of  *  Novels,  Tales,  and  Romances,' — including  in 
that  number  those  popular  periodicals  of  whose  contents 
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Prose  Fiction,  in  some  form  or  other,  is  the  staple.  This, 
therefore,  was  but  a  thirty-sixth  part  of  the  whole  Library. 
And  the  books  of  '  Poetry*  were  three  times  more  nume- 
rous  than  the  Prose  Tales ;  whilst  the  '  History'  books 
were  M/r/^<?;^  times  more  numerous.  There  was,  however, 
a  large  attendance  of  youthful  readers,  and  the  500  volumes 
of  tales  came  to  be  in  much  request.  At  first,  nearly  one 
third  of  the  issues  in  'Literature  and  Polygrapht' 
were  works  of  fiction.  But  they  have  never,  I  believe, 
exceeded  one  third ;  and  have  often  fallen  below  it.  For 
every  volume,  therefore,  of  '  Novels,  Tales,  and  Romances,' 
issued  to  readers  within  the  walls,  two  volumes  of  books  of 
an  historical  sort  have  been  issued. 

But  no  similar  statement  can  be  made  with  reference  to 

the  Lending  Department  of  the  Manchester  Free  Library. 

It  was  foreseen  that  in  this  section  a  good  provision  of 

number  *of   ^^^^^6  Fictiou  must  uccds  be  made.     Of  the  originaP  7195 

th^cTc^of   ^^^^^^^^s  provided  for  borrowers,  nearly  a  fifth  were  *Noveb, 

the  first  year.  TqIcs,  aud  Romanccs.'     The  proportion  borne  by  works  of 

that  sort  to  the  whole  of  the  works  comprised  within  the 

class  '  Literature  and  Polygraphy'  was  somewhat  more 

than  one  third. 

contrasubc.      ^hc  issucs,   ou    thc  otliCT  haud,   to  Borrowers,   stood 

ciawified    somewhat  in  this  proportion :  Three  fourths  of  the  whole 

iNuetin the  issucs  wcic  of  books  iu  thc  Class  'Literature  and  Poly- 

Consulting 

and  Tending  GRAPHY.'  Aud  of  thc  issucs  withiu  that  class,  about  four- 
fifths  were  books  of  Prose  Fiction.  The  proportion  borne 
by  the  '  Novels,  Tales,  and  Romances,*  circulated  during 
the  fourth  year  of  the  working  of  thc  Library  to  the  books  of 
*  History,*  of  *  Theology,*  and  of  *  Literature'  (other  than 
Fiction),  so  circulated,  was  ucai'ly  as  five  to  three.  In  other 
words,  thc  circulation  of  works  of  Prose  Fiction  was  nearly 
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five  eighths  of  the  whole  circulation  of  that  year  in  all 
classes. 

The  books  of  Fiction  so  provided  and  so  used  are  (it  is 
almost  needless  to  say,)  among  the  best  of  their  class. 
They  comprise  the  standard  masterpieces  of  our  British 
Novelists,  both  dead  and  living.  They  also  comprise  many 
books  of  which  the  utmost  that  can  be  said  is  that  they  are 
very  amusing.  When  it  is  stated  that  they  range  from 
the  works  of  Scott,  Defoe,  Lytton,  and  Dickens,  down 
to  those  of  Alexander  Dumas,  the  Provisional  Committee, 
— and  those  who  assisted  the  Committee  in  the  task  of 
selection — will  hardly  be  thought  wanting  in  Catholicity 
of  taste.  Nor  was  there  any  omission  to  provide  many 
then  recent  books,  whose  authors  were  but  in  course  of 
winning  their  fame  by  new  productions,  some  of  which  are 
pretty  sure  hereafter  to  take  rank  as  classics  in  their  kind. 
As  we  all  know,  Prose  Fiction  has  become,  in  larger  mea- 
sure than  ever  it  was  before,  the  occasional  vehicle  of  some 
of  the  best  thoughts  of  our  best  thinkers.  Nor — despite 
glaring  and  scandalous  exceptions,  here  and  there — was  it, 
at  any  time  heretofore,  if  taken  on  the  whole,  characterised 
by  so  much  general  purity  of  tone,  or  by  so  much  honesty 
of  purpose  and  aim.  Very  obviously,  it  is  no  less  needful 
to  the  reader  who  would  gain  for  himself  a  true  knowledge 
of  the  social  aspects,  sympathies,  and  aspirations  of  the  day 
to  read  some  of  the  tales  of  the  day,  than  it  is  for  the 
student  of  mediaeval  times  to  read  the  romances  of  chi- 
valry, or  for  the  student  of  French  history  and  manners 
under  the  reign  of  Lewis  XIV,  to  read  the  CUlie,  or  the 
Grand  Cyrus.  But  it  remains  true,  none  the  less,  that 
novel-reading,  in  the  main,  is  reading  for  recreation  or  for 
pastime ;  not  for  intellectual  growth. 


80  FREE  TOWN   LIBRARIES,  AT  HOME. 

If  the  question  be  asked,  Why  have  the  Lending  Depart- 
ments of  the  Free  Libraries  visibly  done  so  much  less  for 
mental  culture  and  improvement  than  their  Consulting 
Departments  have  manifestly  done,  the  answer  is  not  far  to 
seek.  The  present  writer,  during  many  years,  carefully 
observed  and  noted  both  what  was  the  course  of  reading, 
and  what  the  character  and  aptitudes  of  readers,  in  several 
of  the  Free  Libraries  of  Lancashire  ;  and,  by  correspond- 
ence as  well  as  by  occasional  visits^  learnt  also  what  had 
been  the  experience  of  similar  institutions  in  many  other 
parts  of  England.  It  soon  became  his  conviction  that  the 
due  working  of  Free  Lending  Libraries  was,  and  is,  much 
impeded  by  the  plain  insufficiency  of  that  amount  of  com- 
characterof  niand  ovcr  the   tools   and   implements   of   self-education 

the  Rriidcre  ,  ,  . 

in  the  Lend-  whlch  is  taught  in  our  popular  schools.  At  Manchester  and 
at  Liverpool — as  well  as  elsewhere — a  notable  proportion 
of  the  borrowci"s  of  books  have  always  been  youths  who 
were  still  attending  schools  of  one  kind  or  other,  or  who 
had  very  recently  left  them.  It  was  obvious,  in  many 
cases,  that  such  persons  as  these  possessed  only  a  bare 
ability  to  read,  and  that  imperfectly.  They  had  acquired 
none  of  that  training  of  the  faculties,  without  which  the 
power  of  reading  cannot  be  turned  to  profit.  It  was 
obsen^ed  that  many  of  those  youths  found  an  attraction  in 
the  titles — as  they  stood  in  the  Catalogue — of  books  of  an 
instructive  sort,  and  they  applied  for  them.  Sometimes 
the  books  so  asked  for  were  such  as  combine  clearness  and 
charm  of  style  with  intrinsic  value.  But,  in  not  a  few 
cases,  the  books  came  biu^k,  long  before  they  could  have 
been  read.  And  those  wlio  returned  them  made  no  fur- 
ther inquiry  for  books  of  a  like  kuid.  They  turned  to  the 
novels  and  tales.  The  inference  seemed  inevitable.  The 
amount  of  '  schooling  ' — wherever  obtained — had  failed  to 
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impart  the  habit  of  mental  application.     It  had  failed  to 

inspire  any  love  for  pursuing  knowledge  under  diflBculties. 

It  bad  not  even  created  that  moderately  discriminating 

mental  appetite  to  which  perpetual  novel-reading  would 

become  nauseous,  just  as  surely  as  a  table  spread  every 

day   with   confectioneryi   and   with  nothing  more  solid, 

would  pall  upon  the  healthy  appetite  for  daily  bread. 

After  all  due  allowance  on  this  score,  however,  the  first 
Lending  Library  established  in  England  under  '  Ewart's 
Act/ — ^like  the  first  Consulting  Library, — did  good  work 
and  produced  very  satisfactory  results.  Presently  two 
additional  Lending  Libraries  were  provided  in  remote 
parts  of  the  town.  They  were  placed  under  the  manage- 
ment of  the  same  Library  Committee,  and  of  the  same 
Principal  Librarian,  as  the  original  Libraries  established  in 
Camp  Field.  The  first  of  the  new  Libraries  was  placed  in 
Hulme,  and  the  second  in  Ancoats ; — both  of  them  very 
IM)puIous  suburbs  of  Manchester. 

As  a  preliminary  to  the  establishment  of  these  Branch 
Libraries^  the  Committee  directed  its  Principal  Librarian 
to  prepare  a  Report,  (1)  Of  the  grounds  on  which  their 
establishment  was  proposed;  and  (2)  Of  the  probable 
expenses  which  they  would  entail.  It  may  not  be  without 
its  future  use  in  other  towns,  if  the  Report  so  prepared 
be  here  inserted.  It  was  approved  of  by  the  Library 
Committee  of  the  Manchester  Corporation,  in  April  1857, 
and  was  submitted  to  and  adopted  by  the  City  Council  in 
the  following  month : — 
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Libramn'i 

Report  ou  the 

erection   of 

Branch  Li- 

brarict. 


''  Establishment  of  Branch  Lending  Libraries. 

"  The  Free  Library  Committee  request  the  favour- 
able attention  of  the  Council  to  the  following  report 
and  recommendations  :— 

**  Your  Committee  have,  for  some  time  past,  been  conscioiis  of  the 
inadequacy  of  the  present  Library  to  meet  the  requirements  of  the 
Public,  partly  from  the  insufficient  supply  of  books,  and,  in  a  great 
measure,  from  the  circumstance  that  the  locality  of  the  Library 
places  it  at  a  very  inconvenient  distance  from  large  numbers  of 
those  for  whom  especially  its  advantages  were  benevolently  desigpied. 

"  The  Council  will  be  aware,  that  at  the  period  of  the  transference 
of  the  Free  Librai*y  to  the  care  and  custody  of  the  Corporation,  the 
Public  Libraries  and  Museums  Act,  13  and  14  Yia,  cap.  65,  required 
*  that  the  whole  amount  of  rate  levied  for  the  purposes  of  this  Act 
do  not  in  any  one  year  amount  to  more  than  one  hal^>enny  in  the 
pound  on  the  annual  value  of  the  property  in  the  borough  rateable 
to  the  borough  rate.'  As  nearly  the  whole  of  the  amount  so  pro- 
duced is  required  for  the  efficient  working  of  the  present  Libraiy, 
it  becomes  necessary  that  your  Committee  should  obtain  the  sanc- 
tion of  the  Council  to  avail  themselves  of  the  larger  powers  con- 
ferred by  a  subsequent  and  amended  Act,  the  18th  and  19th  Yic., 
cap.  70,  which  empowers  the  levying  of  a  rate  '  not  exceeding  the 
sum  of  one  penny  in  the  pound,'  and  which,  on  the  present  assess- 
ment of  the  borough,  will  produce  an  annual  sum  of  about  £4,000. 

"Before  proceeding  to  specify  the  manner  in  which  the  Com- 
mittee propose  to  carry  out  the  increased  powers  (should  the  Council 
see  fit  to  accord  them),  they  beg  to  state,  that  they  do  not  intend 
to  alter  any  of  the  conditions  under  which  the  present  Library  is 
placed.  It  will  be  observed,  that  it  is  Lending  Libraries  which 
they  recommend  to  be  formed,  as  they  are  convinced  that  it  would 
be  inexpedient  to  establish  others  for  purposes  of  reference ;  not 
only  from  their  greater  relative  cost,  but  from  a  belief  that  one 
well-stocked  Reference  Library  will  be  more  serviceable  than  several 
which  were  necessarily  less  complete,  and  inferior.  Neither  can 
any  large  proportion  of  the  books  comprising  the  existing  Lending 
Library  be  removed;  though  undoubtedly  the  pressure  upon  its 
circulation  will  be  rendered  less  severe  when  the  new  branches 
come  into  operation.  As  the  Central  Lending  Libraiy,  too,  it  is 
desirable  that  the  number  of  its  volumes  shall  be  larger  than  may 
be  required  for  the  branch  establishments. 
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M 


Your  Committee,  therefore,  submit  the  following  recommenda- 
tions and  estimates : — 


"2. 


«< 


3.— 


That  three  Branch  Lending  Libraries  be  established. 
That  to  each  Library  a  News  and  Beading  Boom  be 

attached. 
That  the  Libraries  be  placed  in  the  following  localities, 


VIZ., — 


"  (a)  One  in  Ancoats,  as  near  as  practicable  to  New  Oross, 
— ^thns  supplying  the  dense  masses  of  population  in 
Ancoats,  St.  George's  and  Oldham  Boads,  and  the 
districts  between  and  on  each  side  of  these  great 
thoroughfares,  Oollyhurst,  Bed  Bank,  and  other 
parts  of  Gheetham. 

"  (6)  One  in  Hulme,  situated  near  the  site  of  the  old  work- 
house,— ^to  supply  those  parts  of  the  township  lying 
beyond  Stretf ord  New  Boad,  Greenheys,  Moss  Side, 
and  Ohorlton. 

**(c)  One  in  Ardwick,  near  Ardwick  Green, — ^to  supply 

that  township,  the  districts  of  London  Boad,  Gurratt, 

the  extreme  end  of  Ancoats,  Ashton  Old  Boad,  and 

Beswick. 
•  •  •  •  • 


**  [Appendix  A.] 


*' Estimate  of  Expenses  in  Establishing  Three  Branch 

"Lending  Libbabies. 

"  For  each  Branch, 

£     s.   d. 

"  Books— say  2,500  volumes,  at  28.  6d.  per  vol 320    0    0 

Fittings  and  Furniture,  &c. — say 130    0    0 

£450    0    0 
For  the  three  Branches,  say £1,350  Os.  Od.* 


•  Proeeedmga  of  the  CUy  Council  of  Mancheatery  for  the  year  1857-58. 
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"  [Appendix  B.] 


Eitimate  of 
the   cott  of 
Branch  Li- 
Vrariei. 


"Estimate  of  Annual  Wobkinq  Expenses. 

"  For  each  Branch, 


£  B.  d. 

Rent  of  premises 50  0  0 

Furniture,  and  repairs    15  0  0 

Lighting,  Warming,  and  Gleaning 50  0  0 

Salaries — ^Branch Under-Librarian,£80;  AssiBtant, £26 ; 

Errand-boy,  £8 114,  0  0 

Replacement  of  Books — say  400  vols,  at  2s.  6d 50  0  0 

Binding — say  500  vols,  at  Is.  3d.,  £31 ;  Printing  and 

Stationery,  £20 51  0  0 

Incidental  Expenses,  £10 ;  Repairs  and  Press- marking 

ofBooks,£15    25  0  0 

Newspapers  and  Periodicals 30  0  0 

Sundries 15  0  0 


£400    0    0 


Total  expense  annually  of  three  Branches £1,300  Os.  Od. 


The  Manchester  Council  approved  of  the  erection,  at 
once,  of  t/iree  Branch  Lending  Libraries ;  but,  on  further 
consideration,  it  was  found  desirable  to  proceed,  at  first, 
with  two  only  of  the  three ;  leaving  the  other  to  be  estab- 
lished a  year  or  two  later.  Houses  in  Hulme  and  Ancoats 
were  obtained,  and  were  so  altered  as  to  adapt  them  to  the 
new  purpose.  But  the  Committee  was  speedily  convinced 
that,  in  all  such  cases,  specially  erected  buildings  would 
prove,  not  only  more  eflBcient  for  the  object  in  view,  but 
also  in  the  long  run  much  cheaper.  The  Hulme  Branch 
was  opened  in  November,  1857  ;  and  the  Ancoats  Branch 
in  December. 

On  the  7th  of  July,  1858,  the  City  Council  passed  this 
additional  Resolution  on  the  subject  of  the  Branch 
Ijibraries : — 

''That  the  Free  Library  Committee  be,  and  they  are 


MA.NCHESTER  BRANCH  LIBRARIES.  85 

hereby,  authorised  and  empowered  to  expend  the  sum  of 
iBl,000,  in  the  erection  of  buildings  for  a  Branch  Lending 
library  in  Livesey  Street,  Rochdale  Road ;  and  [also]  to 
purchase,  on  chief-rent  or  otherwise,  the  land  necessary  for 
such  purpose/'*  The  plan  of  the  new  Libraries  was  both  **^^**' 
a  careful  and  a  provident  plan ;  and  the  Resolution  of  the  uhnne$. 
City  Council  was,  in  all  respects,  liberally  carried  out. 
Previously  there  had  been  not  a  little  dissatisfaction  amongst 
the  ratepayers  in  some  of  the  suburbs  of  Manchester  at  the 
remoteness,  relatively  to  them,  of  the  one  Lending  Library 
first  established  under  the  rate.  They  had  repeatedly 
pressed  their  representatives  in  the  Council  on  this  point. 
And,  in  consequence,  there  came  to-be  a  ready  disposition 
amongst  the  Councillors  to  promote  the  establishment  of 
new  branches,  and  to  provide,  on  a  generous  scale,  for  their 
expenses.  In  regard  to  the  central  and  Consulting  Library 
the  feeling  (speaking  generally)  was  not,  at  that  period, 
quite  so  liberal.  And  for  this  fact  there  were  more  reasons 
than  one. 

It  has  been  shown  that  only  forty  ratepayers  could  be 
got  to  the  poll  to  record  their  votes  against  the  levy  of  the 
proposed  Library  Rate,  in  August  1852.  But  there  was  a 
certain  amount  of  strenuous  opposition  to  the  proposal, 
nevertheless ;  and  the  leaders  of  it  were,  at  that  time.  Town 
Councillors .  Sir  John  Potter  expressed — more  than  once — 
to  the  present  writer,  his  resentment  of  the  manner  in 
which  some  leading  men  in  the  Manchester  Council  had 
tried  repeatedly  to  put  obstacles  in  his  way, 

In  1852,  ten  thousand  copies  of  a  plain  and  popular 
address  about  the  objects  and  the  scope  of  the  Libraries 
Act,  and  about  the  incidence  of  the  Rate,  had  been  circu- 
lated.     They  were  sent,  by  post,  to  every  inhabitant  rate- 

♦  Froetedingn  of  ih^  CUy  Council  of  Manchester,  for  the  year  1857-58. 
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payer.  The  address  was  reprinted  in  every  local  newspaper. 
Its  arguments  were  reinforced  by  numerous  editorial  articles. 
Tory  papers  vied  with  Radical  papers  in  endorsing  the 
proposition.  The  dissentient  Councillors  soon  perceived 
that  they  had  no  chance  of  victory  at  the  poll.  But  the 
old  leaven  was  still,  for  several  years  to  come,  in  ferment 
here  and  there.  In  1858,  it  found  a  vent  in  the  following 
Resolution  of  the  Council  (won,  I  think,  upon  a  division 
by  a  somewhat  slender  majority) : — 

"  Resolved, — ^That  it  be  an  Instruction  to  the  Free 
Libraries  Committee  to  prepare,  and  submit  to  the 
Council,  an  analysis  of  the  number  of  Readers  in  the 
several  Libraries,  with  their  occupations  and  pecuniary 
RESOURCES  (so  far  as  may  be  found  practicable)."* 

On  the  receipt,  by  the  Committee,  of  this  Instruction, 
their  Principal  Librarian  was  directed  to  prepare  a  Report 
about  it.  When  subsequently  presenting  it  to  the  Council 
the  Committee  prefixed  to  the  Report  these  words  :  "  Your 
Committee  have  received  the  following  Report  from  the 
Principal  Librarian,  upon  the  subject  of  the  Resolution 
adopted  by  the  Council  on  the  9th  day  of  June  last,  which 
they  now  submit,  for  the  information  of  the  Council." — 

'*  Mr.  Edwards  reports  that  he  has  given  his  best 
ciAMiflcation  attention  to  the  preparation  of  such  a  Return  on  the 

from  t^iv^  working  of  the  Free  Lending  Libraries  in  Camp  Field, 

'TrariCT  at*  Ancoats,  and  Hulme,  as  will  furnish  the  nearest  ap- 

Manchester.  proximation  that  can  be  afforded  towards  the  particulfu*s 

required  by  the  resolution  of  the  Council  of  the  9th 
ultimo. 

''  In  submitting  this  return  it  may  be  right  to  pre- 

*  Proceedings  of  the  City  Council  of  Manehetier,  9  June,  1858. 
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mise  that  no  rule  was  ever  established,  either  by  the 
Provisional  Committee  or  by  the  Committee  of  the  City 
Council,  requiring  from  Applicants  any  statement  of 
their  respective  occupation,  profession, or  social  position. 
Whatever  statements  on  this  head  are  now  available 
have  been  made,  optionally,  by  the  Borrowers  upon  the 
suggestion  supplied  by  the  form  of  '  Signature  Book  * 
which  Mr.  Edwards  adopted  (on  his  own  responsibility) 
in  September,  1852,  in  carrying  out  the  instructions 
of  the  Provisional  Committee,  and  with  a  view  to  the 
preparation  of  such  additions  to  the  strictly  official 
portion  of  the  annual  Reports  as  might  probably  possess 
a  degree  of  interest  for  some  of  their  readers.  This 
fact  will  explain  the  item  in  the  return  headed, 
*  Persons  entirely  undescribed.' 

*'  On  an  inspection  of  the  several  '  Signature  Books,' 
it  appeared  that  the  Borrowers  at  Camp  Field  had 
largely  filled  up  the  column  headed,  'Occupation, 
Profession,'  &c. ;  that  those  at  Ancoats  had  done  so 
to  a  smaller,  yet  to  a  considerable  extent ;  and  that  at 
Hulme  the  column  had  been  by  oversight  omitted. 
This  last-named  defect  has  been  remedied,  partially,  by 
courteous  inquiry  on  the  subject,  from  all  the  borrowers 
who  have  taken  out  books  during  the  last  fortnight. 
The  result  would  have  been  in  a  larger  measure  satis- 
factory but  for  the  circumstance  that  the  present  week 
is  that  of  the  quarterly  closing  of  the  Hulme  Branch, 
which  always  occasions  great  diminution  in  the  previous 
issues. 

**  The  total  number  of  distinct  Borrowers  taking  out 
books  at  one  period  (based  on  an  examination  of  the 
'  Register  Books '  at  Camp  Field  during  one  mouth  of 
the  winter  quarter,  and  at  the  two  branches  during 
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three  months  respectively)^  as  nearly  as  the  same  can 
be  calculated,  appears  to  be  as  follows : — 


Camp  Field 
Libnu7. 


At  Camp  Field 
At  Ancoats  Branch 
At  Hulme  Branch 

Total      . 


Borrowers. 

3170 
1782 
1911 


6813 


"The  classification  of  the  Borrowers  in  point  of 
'  occupation  or  profession,'  Sec,  as  nearly  as  the  same 
can  be  stated,  is,  as  far  as.  respects  Camp  Field 
Library,  and  with  reference  to  those  only  who  have 
been  newly  admitted  to  borrow  during  the  last  six 
months,  as  follows : — 


Borrowers. 

1.  Artisans  and  Mechanics         .         .  250 

2.  Artists, Designers,  Draughtsmen, &c.     1 0 

3.  Clergymen,    Surgeons,    and    other 

professional  men    .  .11 

4.  Clerks,  Salesmen,  and  Commercial 

Travellers      .  .         .121 

5.  Errand  and  OflBce  Boys         .         .     74 

6.  Labourers,  Porters,  &c.  29 

7.  Merchants,  Agents,  &c.          .         .       8 

8.  Milliners 10 

9.  Persons  expressly  described  as  of  no 

calling  or  profession        •         .       9 

10.  Pohce  and   Railway  Officers,  rate 

collectors,  &c.        .  .11 

1 1 .  School  pupils  .97 

12.  Schoolniastei*s  and  Teachers  .         .15 

13.  Shopkeepei*s  and  Assistants  in  shops     45 
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Borrowers. 

14.  Spinners,    Weavers,     Dyers,     and 

other  workers  in  Factories,  &c.     68 

15.  Warehousemen,  Packers,  &c.         .  104 


862 
Add  persons   entirely  undescribed 

(the  majority  of  whom  probably 

are  women  and  children)    .  82 


Total  number   of  persons  newly 
admitted  during  sics  inontlis      .  044 


*'  As  will  be  seen  by  a  comparison  of  these  figures 
with  those  which  precede  them,  the  proportion  borne 
by  the  number  of  Borrowers  newly  admitted  during 
the  last  six  months,  to  the  whole  number  of  Borrowers 
estimated  to  be  using  the  Library  at  one  and  the  same 
period  (but  in  the  winter  quarter  of  the  year),  is 
somewhat  less  than  one  third. 

"A  similar  classification  for  Ancoats  Branch,  but      Ancoau 
embracing  the  whole  number  of  persons  admitted  to 
that  Branch  from  its  opening  to  the  end  of  May,  will 
read  thus : — 


1. 

Borrowers. 

Artisans  and  Mechanics                  .536 

2. 
S. 

4. 

Artists,Designers,andDraughtsmen 
Clergymen,   Surgeons,    and   other 

professional  men    . 
Clerks,  Salesmen,  and  Commercial 

5 
4 

Travellers      .... 

123 

5. 
6. 

Errand  and  office  boys . 
Labourers,  Porters,  &c. 

54 
79 

7. 

Merchants,  Agents,  &c. 

9 

Library. 
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Borrowers. 

8. 

Police  and  Railway  Officers,  Rate 

Collectors,  &c.                          .26 

9. 

School  pupils                                  .18 

10. 

Schoolmasters  and  Teachers  .         .10 

11. 

Shopkeepei*s  and  Assistants  .         .130 

12. 

Spinners,  Weavers,  Dyers,  and  other 

Factory- workers                       .238 

13. 

Warehousemen,  Packers,  &c.          .  180 

Add  persons  entirely  undescribed, 

of  whom  probably  a  majority  are                     i 

women  and  children  .                  .621 

Total     .                  .          2039             1 

""'»"«  "  As  respects  the  Hulme  Branch,  the  classification 

Library.  ■■• 

must  be  more  general  in  its  items,  and  must  be 
limited  to  little  more  than  one  third  of  the  persons 
actually  borrowing  (from  the  circumstance  already 
indicated). 

"  The  Borrowers  who  have  replied  to  the  questions 
put  to  them  are  those  of  at  most  about  eight  ordinary 
days  of  issue,  and  are  in  number  716,  thus  classed : — 


Borrowers. 

Artisans  and  mechanics  .164 

In  commercial  pursuits  and  employments  252 
Professional  men  .24 

Schoolmasters,  school  pupils,  and  teachers  116 

556 

Add   persons   without   any   distinctive 

description  .160 

Total  .716 
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"Finally,  Mr.  Edwards  begs  leave  to  report,  as  ciaaMficatum 
respects  the  Reference  Library,  that  it  is  used  by  ?n  the  Refcr- 
persons  of  every  grade  of  society  in  Manchester.  *"^  m^^* 
Clergymen,  Professional  men,  persons  engaged  in  all  •****«'• 
departments  of  mercantile  pursuits.  Clerks,  Mechanics, 
persons  out  of  work,  boys  in  all  positions  of  life,  resort 
to  it  habitually.  But  there  are  no  means  whatever 
of  stating  their  relative  proportions  in  tabular  form ; 
nor  does  it  consist  with  careful  observation  of  the 
working  of  the  ticket-system  by  which  books  are  ob- 
tained in  that  department,  to  beUeve  that  the  exaction 
from  Readers  of  any  additional  statement  as  to  occu* 
pation  or  position  would  work  satisfactorily.  All  his 
experience  in  the  office  of  Principal  Librarian  since 
the  opening  of  the  Library,  leads  Mr,  Edwards  to  the 
conviction  that  any  additional  formality  of  this  kind 
could  not  fail  to  create  delay  in  the  service,  and  to 
impede  that  free  use  of  the  Library  by  all  classes 
op  THE  COMMUNITY  which  in  Manchester  has  so  signally 
justified  both  the  policy  of  the  Legislature  in  passing 
the  *  Libraries  Act,'  and  the  wise  discretion  of  the 
citizens  in  adopting  that  Act  by  the  affirmative  votes 
of  3,964  Ratepayers. 

"  Edward  Edwards,  P.L. 
'^Manchester,  July  Ist,  1858." 

In  truth,  it  needed  so  little  argument,  from  the  writer  of 
this  Report,  to  point  out  to  the  Council  how  entirely  their 
'Instruction'  was  in  conflict  with  the  whole  intent  and 
spirit  of  the  Libraries  Act,  that  their  own  Committee — 
some  of  whom  were  naturally  anxious  to  spare  the  framer 
of  the  Instruction  from  a  public  rebuke — added  to  the 
Librarian's  report  these  suggestive  words : — 
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"  With  respect  to  the  latter  portion  of  the  resolution 
of  the  Council,  asking  for  a  return  of  the  pecdniary 
RESOURCES  of  Readers,  your  Committee  respectfully 
suggest, — what  must  be  obvious  on  the  slightest  reflec- 
tion,— that  they  have  no  authority  or  power  to  make 
any  such  inquisitorial  demands  from  the  frequentors 
of  the  Libraries." 

^^^"^;       But  the  sternest  rebuke  to  Mr.  Alderman  Rumnet's  nio- 
lutions  of  the  tiou  lay  in  the  words  of  formal  Resolutions  which  had  been 

Public  Meet-  •' 

ing  and  of  passcd,  unauimously,  by  that  Public  Meeting  (composed,  in 
Council  large  measure,  of  the  Contributors  of  the  £13,000  of  founda- 
tion money,  raised  in  1851-2),  whose  Chairman,  in  Septem- 
ber, 1852,  had  handed  over  to  the  Mayor  of  Manchester  the 
building  and  all  its  contents,  in  trust  for  the  Public.  ^'  In 
the  Free  Reference  Library,"  says  the  Resolution,  '*this 
Meeting  hails  with  great  pleasure,  a  provision  for  the  wants 
of  THE  Scholar  and  the  Student,  op  evert  class  ;  and 
a  provision  in  most  branches  of  Literature,  Science,  and 
Art.  It  records  its  firm  expectation  that,  by  a  continuance 
of  liberal  aid,  this  department  of  the  Institution  w^iU  long 
be  a  centre  of  intellectual  information  and  improvement. 
In  transferring  to  the  Corporation  of  Manchester  their 
free-will  oflfcring,  embodied  in  the  Free  Library,  the  Con- 
tributors express  their  fullest  confidence  that  the  trust 
reposed  in  the  Municipal  Body  will  be  fulfilled  so  as  to 
realize  the  most  sanguine  expectations  of  the  Founders." 
The  first  of  these  Resolutions  had  been  moved  by  the  then 
Professor  of  Modem  History  in  the  University  of  Cambridge, 
Sir  James  Stephen,  now  lost  to  us.  It  had  been  seconded 
by  a  man  who  had  diversified  long  and  laborious  public 
service  in  the  House  of  Commons,  by  adding  most  graceful 
verse  to  the  stores  of  English  Poetry.      liord  JIoughtos 


FOUNDATION  PLANS  OF  MANCHESTER  LIBRAKY.    93 

(then  Mr.  R.  Monckton  Milnes)  knew  something  of  the 
History  of  the  first  Libraries  Act,  and  of  the  objects  and 
aims  of  those  who  had  worked — in  season  and  out  of  season  ^^  ho"k^- 

ton's  Speech 

— to  prepare  for  and  to  receive  its  enactment.  He  knew  it  Man- 
that  it  was  not  tlie  artisan,  on/y,  who  stood  in  need  of 
greater  and  more  free  access  to  the  instruction  which  lies  in 
books,  or  in  need  of  a  larger  measure  of  that  refining  and 
elevating  influence  which  flows  from  mental  culture.  No 
man  was  more  convinced  than  was  Lord  Houghton  that 
the  breeches-pocket  test  of  social  position  is  one  of  the 
foolishest  tests  of  all.  "  These  books,"  said  Lord  Houghton, 
— ^when  he  seconded  the  Resolution  I  have  already  quoted, 
and  pointed  to  the  walls  around  him, — ''  are  to  be  enjoyed 
hy  all  the  Inhabitants  of  this  place  in  full  community.  .  .  : 
they  will  be  shared  equally  by  the  wealthiest  and  most  in- 
telligent among  you,  and  by  the  poorest  and  the  simplest/' 
He  also  knew  to  what  purposes  the  Hall  in  Camp  Field  had 
formerly  been  applied.  *'  It  is  what  lies  in  these  books," 
he  added,  *'that  makes  all  the  difference  between  the 
wildest  socialism  that  ever  passed  into  the  mind  of  any  man 
in  this  Hall  and  the  deductions  and  careful  processes  of  the 
mind  of  the  future  student  who  will  sit  at  these  tables,  and 
who  will  learn  humility  by  seeing  what  others  have  done 
and  taught  before  hiui ;  who  will  gain,  from  sympathy  with 
past  ages,  intelligence  and  sense  for  himself." 

I  very  well  remember  the  cheers  with  which  the  crowded 
audience  of  1862  received  these  words,  just  as  they  had 
previously  received  very  similar  and  even  more  expressive 
words  from  the  lips  of  Lord  Lytton.  And  the  best  apology 
that  can  be  offered  for  the  framer  of  the  Instruction  of  the 
9th  of  June,  1858,  is  that,  in  all  probability,  he  was  no 
among  their  hearers.  I  cannot  remember  that  he  graced 
the  solemnity — for  a  solemnity  it  was,  and  a  memorable 
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one  to  all  who  witnessed  it — ^by  his  presence.  After  1858, 
he  gained,  to  use  Lord  Houghton's  words,  more  ''intelli- 
gence and  sense  for  himself/'  and  in  recent  years  he  has 
rendered  useful  service  in  the  management,  both  of  the 
Central  Library  and  of  its  many  branches.  But,  here  and 
there,  in  some  other  quarters,  the  old  fallacy  of  regarding 
Rate-supporting  Libraries  as  institutions  founded  for  the 
poorer  classes  alone  has  reasserted  itself,  in  Manchester, 
many  years  after  1858.  No  fallacy  can  possibly  be  more 
obstructive  to  the  efRcient  and  thorough  working  of  the 
Acts  of  1852-66;  none  more  opposed  to  the  views  and 
purposes  of  those  who  promoted  their  enactment. 

The  blunders  of  1858,  and  what  accompanied  and  en- 
sued upon  them,  led,  in  the  end,  to  much  wider  views,  and 
to  a  much  wiser  management  of  the  Free  Libraries  in  this 
great  town.  There  has  been  no  repetition  of  them.  And, 
of  late  years,  the  Manchester  Council  has  worked  the  insti- 
tutions entrusted  to  its  charge  in  a  liberal,  effective,  and 
generous  spirit.  With,  perhaps,  one  exception  (and  that  in 
the  same  county),  none  of  the  Free  Libraries  in  all  England 
have  been  better  administered,  or  made  to  do  their  work 
more  effectually,  or  (in  the  true  sense)  more  economically. 

T\iQ  fourth  of  the  Branch  Lending  Libraries  was  publicly 
opened  in  June,  1866,  and  the^M  was  publicly  opened 
in  October,  1866.  In  the  course  of  the  same  year  a  new 
building  was  erected  for  the  Hulme  Branch  Library,  esta- 
blished in  1857.  Having  been  erected — ^unlike  the  Central 
Library — expressly  for  its  purpose— each  of  these  buildings 
is  admirably  suited  for  the  facilitation  of  the  work  w^hich 
has  to  be  done  within  its  walls.  Their  aggregate  cost  was 
about  £12,000.     Their  total  contents,  at  the  time  of  public 
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opening  of  each,  amounted  to  more  than  14,000  volumes. 
Their  aggregate  issues  to  Borrowers,  during  the  first  two 
years  of  the  working  of  each  of  them,  amounted  to  480,243 
volumes.  The  aggregate  issues  of  all  the  Lending  Libraries, 
finom  the  beginning,  now  amount  to  3,768,896  volumes. 

Meanwhile,  many  and  great  improvements  have  been  in-  rbcbut  iv. 
troduced,  by  degrees,  into  the  management  of  the  Central  'It'^'mI^ 
Consulting  Library  in  Camp  Field.  A  Juvenile  and 
Educational  Department  was  soon  added  to  it,  containing 
books  especially  adapted  to  the  use  of  youthful  readers,  and 
also  books  on  educational  subjects,  likely  to  promote  the 
studies  of  instructors.  A  provision  of  embossed  books — 
and,  more  particularly,  of  embossed  Bibles  and  portions  of 
the  Bible — was  then  added  for  the  special  use  of  the  blind. 
Eventually — after  a  long  delay,  and  after  the  abandonment 
of  two  catalogues,  of  each  of  which  a  portion  had  been 
printed — an  elaborate  and  complete  Catalogue  of  the  Con- 
sulting books  was  published.  Its  compiler  was  the  present 
Principal  Librarian,  Dr.  Crestadoro.  The  preparation 
of  his  Catalogue  (including  that  of  a  considerable  portion 
of  previously-existing  material,  which  the  new  Editor 
worked  up  into  it),  occupied  more  than  eight  years.  It 
cost,  in  the  aggregate — including  the  expense  of  the 
material  above  mentioned,  compiled  before  1859,  and  also 
that  of  the  classed  Catalogue  partly  prepared  and  printed, 
under  the  direction  of  Mr.  R.  W.  Smiles,  in  1859  and 
1860,  but  abandoned  in  1861— between  £2000  and 
£3000.  It  was  published  in  1864,  and  contained  a  de- 
scription of  no  less  than  26,534  distinct  works,  comprised 
in  somewhat  more  than  30,000  volumes. 

Some  of  these  various  improvements  were  made  under 
the  Chairmanship  of  Mr.  Councillor  King,  who  for  a  long 
series  of  years  had  taken  a  very  keen  and  earnest  interest 


96  FREE  TOWN  LIBRARIES,  AT  HOME. 

in  the  enlargement  and  well-being  of  the  Library.  Others 
of  them  have  been  effected  under  the  energetic  rule  of  the 
present  Chairman,  Mr.  Councillor  Baker.  To  Mr.  Baker 
the  Branch  Libraries  are  especially  indebted ;  not  alone  for 
his  personal  exertions  in  their  good  management  and  work- 
ing, but  for  the  zeal  with  which  the  interests  of  all  of 
them — as  well  as  those  of  the  Central  Library — ^have  been 
by  him  represented  and  urged  in  the  City  Council.  On  the 
zenl  and  intelligence  of  the  Chairmen  of  Committees  the 
prosperity  of  Free  Town  Libraries  will  always,  in  a  large 
degree,  depend.  And  it  is  due  also  to  the  present  able 
Librarian,  to  quote  Mr.  Baker's  words  about  the  ability 
and  energy  with  which  his  own  personal  exertions  have 
been  seconded.  "I  ought  not,"  said  the  Chairman,  publicly 
in  1S()(),  "to  allow  this  opportunity  to  pass  without  bearing 
my  humble  testimony  to  the  zeal,  the  ability,  and  the  un- 
pretending demeanour,  of  that  gentleman.  If  our  Libraries 
have  been  successful,  Mr.  Crestadoro  deserves  to  share 
the  credit  of  the  success  equally  with  the  Free  Libraries' 
Committee." 

The  like  zeal  and  aptitude  for  labour  have  been  abun- 
dantly shown  by  the  present  Manchester  Librarian  in  his 
Catalogue ;  but  it  is  impossible  for  his  warmest  friends  to 
praise  its  pla?i.  Without  endorsing  all  the  sharp  objections 
and  criticisms  with  which  its  publication  was  received  in 
the  columns  of  one  or  two  of  those  journals  by  whose 
editors  or  writers  it  was  reviewed,  no  competent  critic  can 
fail  to  see  that  while  the  honest  and  unsparing  labour  be- 
stowed upon  it  is  worthy  of  the  highest  praise,  its  unsys- 
tematic, confused,  and  awkward  construction  largely  impedes 
its  usefulness  to  leaders.  It  is  not  a  classed  catalogue  in 
any  sense.  It  is  not  a  really  alphabetical  catalogue.  It 
combines  all  those  disadvantages,  some  or  other  of  which 
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seem  necessarily  attendant  (in  their  degree)  upon  either 
plan,  when  strictly  compared  with  the  best  points  of  the 
opposite  plan ;  but  it  fails  to  realize  that  full  measure  of 
advantage,  whether  of  Classification  or  of  Alphabetical  order, 
which  accrues  whenever  the  one  or  the  pther  has  been  ab- 
solutely and  unwaveringly  adhered  to,  in  the  working  out.* 
In  a  word,  it  illustrates  the  truth  of  the  homely  proverbs 
about  incongruous  mixtures,  and  about  falling  between  two 
stools. 

The  one  good  characteristic  of  the  Catalogue  of  1864 — a 
work  of  nearly  one  thousand  pages  in  the  imperial  8vo. 
size — is  that  it  shows,  conclusively,  the  ability  of  the 
Compiler  to  make  a  really  serviceable  and  satisfactory  Cata- 
logue,— given  but  a  better  scheme  or  system  of  construction 
for  him  to  work  upon.  And  nothing  can  be  more  unas- 
sailable than  Carlyle's  saying  about  Library  Catalogues, 
*'  A  big  collection  of  books,  without  a  good  Catalogue,  is  a 
Polyphemus  with  no  eye  in  his  head." 

Two  points  of  Library  detail — those  of  Expenditure  and 
of  the  extent  and  character  of  the  recent  Issues  of  Books — 

♦  But  it  is  only  fair  to  add  of  Dr.  Crestadoro's  compilation  that, 
whatever  may  be  tratHfally  said  against  its  clumsy  and  unsystematic 
plan,  its  careful  and  laborious  execution  renders  it  superior  (in  compara- 
tive utility  to  students)  to  some  Catalogues  that  are  described  ds  '  clas- 
sified.' I  have  seen  a  Catalogue  of  that  name,  printed  less  than  a 
hundred  miles  from  Manchester  itself,  and  published  as  recently  as  in 
the  year  1856,  in  which,  if  the  reader  wished  to  see  the  entries,  for 
example,  of  aU  the  books  about  birds,  contained  in  the  Catalogue,  it 
was  necessary  for  him  to  turn,  successively,  to  the  following  *  classes :' — 
(1)  *  Polite  Literature,^  (2)  '  Sciences  and  Arts,  (3)  *  Transactions  of  Socie^ 
ties,*  (4)  •  Periodical  Publications,*  aud  (5)  *  Pamphlets'  When  he  had 
accomplished  that  task,  he  would  be  likely,  still,  to  feel  somewhat 
doubtful — from  the  glances  he  would  occasionally  have  oast,  as  he  went 
on  with  the  process,  at  other  *  classes '  in  the  Catalogue — whether  or  not 
he  had  bagged  all  his  game. 
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yet  remain  to  be  noticed,  before  the  reader's  attention  is 
turned  to  the  nearly  contemporary  Free  Library  of  the 
neighbouring  suburb  of  Salford.  Both,  I  think,  will  be 
found  to  be  instmctive  points  of  consideration,  and  of 
comparison,  in  regard  to  the  working  of  other  Town 
Libraries. 


I.  Expenditure  at  Manchestxb  fbom  1851  to  1858,  nrcLxrsrrx.— 

Expenditure 
of  the  Free 

Fbom  thk  Fouh  da- 

noif  Fund  : — 

1851.62. 

{PriortotktOpemng.) 

Fbom  thb  Xatb. 

1863-S8. 

(Sis  jTMn.) 

Total. 
(Up  to  1868.) 

Librariet  at 
MancLester. 

1.  Books  andBinding 

2.  Salariesand Wages 

(Central  Library 

£      8,  d, 
4296  :  0  :  0 

£       $.   d. 
4,326:   7:6 

£       $.   d. 
8,622:   7:6 

and  Branches) 

665:0:0 

3,266  :  13  :  0 

3^1 :  13  :  0 

3.  Bepairs,  Fittings, 

and  Furniture     . 

4,866  :  0  :  0 

966  :  11 :  8 

5,832  :  11 : 8 

4.  Printing  and  Sta- 

tioneiy 

857  :  0 : 0 

619:    7:2 

976:   7:2 

5.  Goals,    Gas,    and 

Water . 

iSetPtit^Bxpeiuet.^ 

500:   0:7 

500:   0:7 

6.  Oatalogaes;  Insur- 
ance Gnarges,  and 

Petty  Expenses  . 

438:0:0 

676  :  11 :  8 

1,109  :  11 :  8 

7.  Purchase  of  Site 

and  Buildings  for 

Central  Library  . 

2,U7  :  0  :  0 

•    •    • 

2,147:   0:0 

Totals     . 

12,764  :  0  :  0 

10,355  :  11  :  7 

23419  :  11 :  7 

Average  Annual  Expenditure  from  ] 

• 

L852  to  1858 

1,725  :  18  :  7 

II.  Present  Annual  Expsnditubb  at  JIIanohestsb,  1868: — 


On  the  Library,  and  its  Branches 
On  the  Museum  (in  Queen's  Park) 


.    £4,897 
400 


Aggregate  Annual  Expenditure,  1868    .        .    £5,297 


The  Reader  will  hardly  need  to  have  his  attention  called 
to  the  striking  change  in  the  scale  of  expenditure,  from  the 
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Municipal  funds,  between  the  years  1858  and  1868.  But 
there  may  very  well  be  need  to  afford  a  word  of  explanation 
as  to  its  main  and  most  operative  cause.  It  lay — in  a  large 
measure — ^in  the  change  of  the  Chairmanship  of  the  City 
Council  Committee.  The  energetic  development  of  the 
Free  Libraries  of  Manchester,  and  the  lifting  of  their  re- 
sources up  to  some  approximate  level  with  the  work  they  have 
to  do,  dates  from  the  election  by  the  Committee,  to  its 
chair,  of  Mr.  Councillor  Kino  ;  and  the  improvement  began 
by  him,  has  been  steadily  continued,  and,  in  some  points, 
carried  stiU  further  by  his  successor. 


Ill  Issues  of  Books  fbom  ths  Oeittsal  Ooksijltino  Libbaby 
▲T  Makchesteb,  and  fbom  the  foub  Lending  Libbabies 

DUBINO  THE  FiVE  YeABS,  1863-4  TO  1867-8  INCLUSIVE  :— 

CojrsuLTixo 

LnRABT 

(Camp  Field) 
Tear.               Vohonea. 

1863-1864  .    84,939 
1864-1865  .    83,846 
1865-1866  .    80,832 
1866-1867  .  107.805 
1867-1868  .  122,384 

LXNDIHO  LlBKAJtlEa  AT  llANCHESTlCm. 

AOGUCGATK 

Annual 
Issues:  1863-8. 

Volumes. 

399,574 
394,895 
366,948 
482,573 
535,732 

CaX7 

Field. 
Yolnmea. 

92,762 
91,432 
80,209 
88,675 
95,308 

HULMI. 

Tdnmefl. 

88,988 

95,687 

91,075 

155,555 

167,349 

Alf  COATS. 

Yoluoics. 

56,091 
54,335 
45.508 
41,936 
56,246 

ROCHDAT.V 

Road. 
Volumes. 

68,794 
69,595 
69,324 
88,602 
94,445 

l^^}m.m 

448,386 

598,654 

254,116 

390,760 

2,179,722 

Tabular 

Tiew  of  tlie 

Issues  of 

the  last 
fiye  years. 
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Classifirntion 
uf  the 

IS9I1C8  of 

Itooks. 


ly.  compabatiye  classification  of  the  issues  fbom  the 
Manchester  Consulting  Libraries  in  the  Five  Tbabs 
ENDING  IN  September,  1857;  and  in  the  Five  Yeabs 
ending  in  September,  1868:^ 


FivxYeaes:  1862-57. 

CUm. 

I.  Theology 
II.  Philosophy     . 

III.  History  . 

IV.  Politics    and    Com- 

mei'ce 

Yolumet. 

8.297 

6,791 

100,963 

40,595 

y.  Sciences  and  Arts    . 
VI.  Literature  and  Poly- 
graphy 

46,266 
161,768 

Totals  . 

3G1.GS0 

FivkYeaM:  1MS49. 

Yolumet. 

14,303 

4,506 

84316 


[ExclosiYe  of  the 
Specifications  of 
Patents]  . 


40.573 

66,401 

269,226 


479,825 


No  working  year,  of  the  sixteen  years  which  have  now 
elapsed  since  the  opening  of  the  Free  Libraries  of  Manches- 
ter, lias  been  so  markedly  successful  as  has  been  the  year 
which  has  closed  since  these  pages  were  in  preparation  for 
the  press.  The  current  statistics  show  not  only  an  increase 
in  the  aggregate  circulation,  bdt  also  a  striking  improve- 
ment in  the  character  of  the  books  which,  in  the  reference 
department,  are  in  chief  demand. 

The  aggregate  issues  have  increased  from  107,805 
volumes,  in  1866-7,  to  122,384  volumes,  in  1867-8. 

The  issues  in  the  classes  Theology  and  Philosophy 
have  increased  from  3828  volumes  in  1866-7  to  5150 
volumes  in  1867-8.  Those  in  the  classes  History,  Com- 
merce, and  Politics  (exclusive,  as  before,  of  the  Speci- 
fications of  Patents),  have  increased  from  29,707  volumes,  in 
the  former  year,  to  32,550  volumes,  in  the  latter.  Those 
in  the  class  Sciences  and  Arts  have  increased  from  14,043 
in  the  last  year  (1866-7),  to  18,656  in  the  present  year 
(1S67-8).      Finally,  the  issue  of  Specifications  of  Patents 
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has  increased  from  86,554  (1866-7)  to  140,062;  (1867-8). 
Such  issues  from  one  Library,  within  one  year,  may  Veil  be 
regarded  as  worthy  of  record. 

It  may  also  deserve  special  remark  that  these  issues  from 
the  Free  Library  of  Manchester  illustrate,  in  a  somewhat 
salient  manner,  the  good  results  which  may  be  expected 
to  arise  from  a  change,  eventually,  in  the  existing 
mode  of  nursing  up — in  the  printers'  warehouses — our 
Governmental  and  Administrative  publications,  instead  of 
freely  circulating  a  part  of  the  respective  impressions  of 
them,  amongst  such  of  our  Public  Libraries  as  are  really 
Public  and  Free  Libraries.  To  the  readers  of  these  pages 
there  is  little  need  of  formal  argument  that  such  Libraries  as 
those  of  Manchester  are  both  civilizing  institutions,  and 
institutions  as  necessary  to  the  national  as  they  are  to  the 
local  well-being.  To  circulate  information  about  imperial 
matters  throughout  the  length  and  breadth  of  the  realm  is 
at  once  an  educational  benefit,  and  an  administrative  agency. 
Men  who  habitually  study  topics  of  political  importance 
from  the  fountain-head  of  political  information  are  little 
likely  to  be  Reform-Leaguers,  or,  in  equivalent  words,  park- 
pale  breakers.  A  Kttle  less  of  economy  (falsely  so-called)  at 
Her  Majesty's  Printing  Office  might — now  and  then,  per- 
haps,— conduce,  in  its  measure,  to  a  very  true  and  real 
economy  at  Her  Majesty's  Office  of  Works. 

It  may  be  added,  with  strictest  accuracy,  that  no  books 
published  within  the  Empire  are  so  badly  circulated  as  are 
many  of  those  for  which  the  Public  pay  large  printing  bills. 
Both  their  number  and  their  topical  range  are  now  very 
great.  Apart  altogether  from  the  varied  contents  of  those 
of  them  which  are  distinctly  '  parliamentary,' — and  known 
so  familiarly  to  all  of  us  as  *  the  blue  books,' — their  range 
of  subjects  is  quite  encyclopaedical.      They  include  impor- 
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taut  treatises  on  matters  medical,  astronomical,  and  raatbe- 
matical.  They  comprise  alike  the  richest  and  the  most 
tmthful  of  the  materials  of  our  History;  and,  occa- 
sionally, masterpieces  of  detailed  historical  writing — such, 
for  example,  as  those  introductions  which  Dr.  Stubbs  (of 
Oxford)  has  prefixed  to  many  volumes  of  the  Chronicles  and 
Memorials  of  Great  Sritain.  They  also  comprise  modern 
narratives  of  voyage  and  travel  into  remote  countries, 
— of  a  sort  which  have  an  enchaining  interest  even  for 
common  readers, — as  well  as  the  best  original  records  of 
the  inception  and  early  growth  of  our  maritime  cntei-prise 
and  commerce.  They  show  the  rise  and  progress  of  our 
national  achievements  in  engineering  skill;  in  manufacturing 
industry ;  and  in  that  wide  range  of  experiment  and  of  the 
heroic  pursuit  of  knowledge  '  under  difficulties,'  by  indomi- 
table persistence  in  which  our  inventors  have  gradually 
succeeded  in  enlisting  the  sublimest  discoveries  of  philo- 
sophical science  into  the  seiTice  of  our  staple  trades,  and 
of  the  innumerable  arts  and  appliances  of  our  daily  life. 
Yet  very  many  of  these  varied  publications  are — at  this 
moment — less  widely  known  to  the  mass  of  readers  than 
are  some  of  the  obscure  productions  of  some  petty  press, 
workmg  in  Cornwall  or  in  Cumberland. 

The  Couunissioners  of  Patents  have  the  credit  of  break- 
ing through,  for  once,  the  barriers  both  of  official  routine 
and  of  the  interests  (or  fancied  interests)  of  the  publishing 
trade.  Both  of  these  pedantries — working  together,  in 
brotherly  harmony — succeeded,  several  years  ago.  in  ham- 
[ffiring  Lord  Romilly's  plans  for  a  much  wider  diffusion  of 
the  Chroaicks  and  Memorials  of  Great  Britain  than  has 
yet  been  attained.  They  succeeded  in  doing  the  same 
thing  in  regard  to  many  of  the  admirable  books  printed  by 
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the  Commissioners  of  National  Education  in  Ireland.* 
But  they  have,  as  yet,  failed  to  hinder  a  very  wide  diffusion 
of  the  invaluable  publications  of  the  Great  Seal  Patent 
Office.  The  Specifications,  Abstracts  of  Specificatums,  and 
the  other  books  of  the  Patent  Commissioners,  are  now 
given — ^firee  of  all  charge — to  more  than  fifty  Ubraries 
throughout  the  Empire  and  Colonies.  What  has  been  the 
result? 

This  question  will  best  be  answered  in  the  unassuming 
and  compendious  form  of  another  table  of  figures.  That 
which  follows  shows  to  what  extent  the  pubUcations  of  the 
Patents  Office  have  been  read  and  studied  at  Manchester.  It 
would  be  very  easy,  from  the  materials  which  now  lie  before 
me,  to  show  results,  not  a  whit  less  striking,  from  twenty 
other  towns. 


TabjtlarYiew  of  thb  IssiTBS,  TO  Bbadebs  in  the  Mjlnohssteb 
Frxe  GoNsxri/mio  Libbabt,  of  the  Pubucatioks  of  Hek 
Majsstt's  O0MMI88IOKSB8  of  Patents,  1856  to  1868  xn- 

CLUSITE : — 


Ho.  ot  Publicationa  iwiied 

^***'  to  Readen. 

1856^7 20,877 

1857-58 27,856 

1858-59 36,972 

1859-60 29,241 

1860-61 31.103 

1861-62 36,660 

1862-63 22,893 

1863-64 32,227 

1864-65 28,180 

1865-66 52,244 

1866-67 86,544 

1867-68 140,062 


Total  number  iBsaed  in  twelve  years    544,859 


*  To  give  one  example  only  i-^Bj  the  joint  influenoe  of  the  late 
ComptroUer  of  the  Stationery  Office,  Mr.  J.  B.  McOnUoch,  and  of 
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If  the  reader  of  this  Table  will  but  take  the  trouble  to 
call  to  mind  what  he  may  previously  have  read  about  the 
fortunes,  and  the  misfortunes,  of  some  of  our  most  produc- 
tive and  now  famous  inventors — and  of  the  most  famous 
not  a  few  have  been  notoriously,  the  least  fortunate — he 
will  not  be  likely  to  think  that  I  have  exaggerated  the  im- 
portance of  this  free  access  to  the  documentary  history  of 
scientific  and  mechanical  invention.  If  he  also  betliinks 
himself  how  often  poor  men  have  become  poorer  in  laborious 
and  long-continued  efforts  to  re-discover  previous  discoveries 
(abandoned,  because  found  unprofitable ;  or  else  superseded 
by  modifications  which,  in  some  cases,  had  been  made  for 
the  express  purpose  of  defeating  the  fair  claims  of  the  first 
discoverer),  he  will  easily  perceive  that,  within  the  walls  of 
our  Free  Libraries,  the  liberal  course  taken  by  the  Patent 
Commissioners  will  have,  for  one  of  its  results,  the  rescuing 
of  many  a  valuable  life  from  disappointment  and  misery. 
If  he  further  bethink  himself  on  what  slight  hints  grand 
and  fruitful  inventions  have  sometimes  depended,  he  will 
feel  equally  assured  that  within  the  same  walls  the  seed  of 
great  national  benefits,  for  all  time  to  come,  will  occasionally 
germinate. 

The  Free  Library  of  Salford  Borough  was  established, 

Mr.  McCulloch's  own  private  publishers — the  eminent  house  of  Long- 
mans and  Go. — the  price  of  the  *  BoUs  Series '  of  historical  works  was 
raised,  in  a  material  degree,  after  the  Treasury  had  approved  and 
ratified  a  lower  scale  of  charge.  Few  men  have  been  more  sldlfol 
than  Mr.  McCnlloch  was  in  transmuting  public  documents  into  personal 
profit  (and  that,  no  doubt,  with  great  benefit  to  students)  ;  but  stiU 
fewer  have  been  so  zealous  as  he  was  in  putting  obstacles  in  the  way 
of  tlieir  free  dissemination  and  public  use.  In  conversation  he  was 
even  wont  to  abuse  as  '  diy,'  *  dull,*  *  wearisome,'  and  *  unprofitable  * 
reading,  the  very  same  books  out  cf  whieh  he  and  his  hard-working 
eiiipk>yes,  and  publishers,  were  coining  g«>ld. 
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originally^  as  the  mere  adjunct  of  a  valuable  and  well-     The  Free 
managed  Public  Museum  of  Natural  History.  The  Museum  brary  of  sai- 
was   founded    early   in    1850, — under   the    provision   of  Founacr/' 
Ewart's  Museums  Act  of  1845.     Its  founder  was  Joseph 
Brotherton,  long  M.P.  for  Salford.      Mr.  BROtHERTON's 
most  zealous  helper  in  the  work — and  next  after  the  Founder 
the  best  friend  the  Salford  Museum  has  had, — ^was  Mr. 
Edward  Rylcy  Langworthy.      For  several  years  after  its 
establishment  the  small  Library  was  limited  to  the  use  of 
readers  within  its  walls.    In  1851,  the  collection  was  much 
improved,  as  a  Consulting  Library,  by  systematic  purchases, 
made  mainly  at  Mr.  Langworthy's  cost.      In  1854,  a 
Lending  Department  was  opened. 

The  Founder  of  the  Salford  Free  Library  was  the  first 
representative  who  ever  sat  in  Parliament  for  that  borough, 
and  he  retained  his  seat  until  his  death.  He  was  made  of 
the  stuff  which  wins  respect  from  political  opponents  as 
well  as  from  political  friends.  That  respect  was  due  to 
no  brilUancy  of  talent,  or  range  of  acquirements,  but  to 
sheer  force  of  character  and  of  consistency.  It  was  to  the 
laborious  exertions  of  Mr.  Brotherton  (began  as  early  as  in 
the  January  of  1831)  that  Salford  mainly  owed  its  insertion 
in  the  schedule  of  boroughs  to  be  enfranchised,  under  the  A.ct 
of  1832.  He  had  been  an  energetic  supporter  of  the  Anti- 
Com-Law  League,  when  its  proper  work  was  being  done. 
He  was  none  the  less  a  conscientious  opponent  of  that  fag- 
end  of  the  League  which  sought,  long  after  the  completed 
achievement  of  Peel  and  of  Cobden,  to  dominate  over 
Manchester  and  its  suburbs,  in  the  interest  of  extreme  and 
exaggerated  liberalism ;  and  which  tried  to  turn  a  finished 
public  work  into  permanent  party-capital.  Mr.  Brotherton 
had  in  him  a  spirit  of  wise  conservatism,  as  well  as  a  spirit 
of  wise  reform ;  and,  in  his  later  yeai*s,  he  had,  upon  that 
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score,  some  experiences,  not  altogether  dissimilar  from 
those  of  his  life-Ioug  friend,  and  hia'fellow  Library-founder, 
John  Potter. 

In  1849,  Mr.  Brotherton  sat  beside  Mr.  William 
EwAET  in  the  'Select  Committee  on  Public  Libraries.'  He 
attended  the  sittings  of  that  Committee  with  great  ^sedo- 
lousness.  Not  himself  a  raan  of  books,  but  always  an 
earnest  promoter  of  public  education  and  of  social  reform, 
he  listened,  attentively,  to  evidence  which  urged  upon  that 
Committee  the  ripeness  of  England  for  Public  Libraries  of 
a  new  class.  His  judgment  was  soon  convinced.  His 
sympathies  were  presently  excited.  As  he  listened,  he 
thought  within  himself,  "  Whilst  I  am  helping  my  friend 
EwAHT,  during  the  Session,  with  his  Libraries'  Bill  in  the 
House,  I  might  also  be  working,  during  the  recess,  at 
actimlly  providing  a  Public  Library  for  Salford.  It  is  true 
we  cannot  yet  assess  the  Burgesses  for  a  Library,  but  we 
can — under  the  Museums'  Act  of  1845 — assess  them  at 
once  for  a  Museum ;  and  we  will  smuggle  in  a  small 
Library,  by  way  of  a  beginning."  He  was  a  man  whose 
habit  it  was  to  go  straight  to  his  work,  directly  it  came 
within  reach.  He  went  down  to  Salford ;  talked  the  matter 
over  with  Mr.  Langwortht,  then  its  Mayor;  and  found 
other  helpers  in  the  plan.  In  1S49, — whilst  the  Library 
Act  was  yet  pending. — the  Museum  and  Library  of  Salford 
was  in  active  preparation.     In  April,  1850,  it  wag  opened. 

As  I  have  said,  the  Library  was  small;  but  the  number 
of  readers  was  large.  All  the  friends  of  Education,  both  in 
Salford  and  in  Manchester,  were  speedily  convinced  that  it 
would  be  thoroughly  successful.  The  first  and  present 
Librarian  and  Curator,  Mr.  John  Plant,  was,  personally, 
more  devoted  to  natural  history  than  to  literature,  but  from 
the  6rst  he  showed  himself  to  be  a  man  of  real  ability, ; 


iMoei  from 
the  Sal/ord 
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both  departmeDts.  Much  of  the  success  is  due  to  the 
exertions  of  the  Honorary  Secretary,  Mr.  William  Fotster, 
of  Manchester.  In  the  first  year  of  the  working,  there 
were  22,000  issues  from  a  Library  of  less  than  7,000 
Yolumes.  To  the  Museum  160,000  visits  were  paid  within  iibr»Tr. 
the  year.  The  institution  had  visibly  become,  whilst  yet  in 
its  infancy,  a  public  Educator. 

During  the  seventeen  years  which  have  since  elapsed, 
the  7,000  consulting  volumes  have  been  more  than  trebled. 
A  lending  department,  now  containing  about  eleven  thou- 
sand volumes,  has  been  added ;  so  that  the  total  number  of 
books  now  exceeds  thirty-two  thousand.  The  22,000  issues 
of  1860-51  have,  in  1867-8,  increased  to  more  than 
245,000  issues.  Diuring  late  years  there  has  been — says 
the  report  of  1867 — '*  a  decreasins;  demand  for  Novels  and  s^iford  b«- 

nort  nf  lfM7 

[other]  works  of  Fiction ;  and  the  Reading  Room  is  attended       p.  7. 
by  a  regular  and  diligent  class  of  daily  Readers/'     The 
issues  of  the  works  of  the  Commissioners  of  Patents  (in- 
cluded within    the    aggregate    issues    above   mentioned) 
amounted,  during  the  year  1866-7,  to  80,492. 

In  a  word,  whilst — ^in  seventeen  years — the  provision  of 
books  has  increased  not  quite  five-fold,  the  issues  of  books 
have  increased  more  than  eleven-fold,  and  the  character  of 
the  books  in  current  demand  has  also  steadily  improved. 

The  Founder  of  the  Salford  Library  did  not  live  long 
enough  to  see  the  full  fruition  of  his  work.  The  writer  of 
these  pages  had  much  conversation  with  him,  from  time  to  The  roncder 
time,  about  its  progress ;  in  talking  of  which  he  took  great  fymuhnrj. 
delight, — ^but  a  delight  entirely  free  from  personal  vanity. 
Simplicity  of  character,  and  single-mindedness,  were,  indeed, 
Mr.  Broth£RTon*s  special  characteristics.  He  had  certain 
personal  peculiarities,  such  as  are  commonly  called  crotchets. 
He  was  a  water-drinker,  a  vegetarian,  and  a  local  lay-preacher 


108  FREE  TOWN  LIBRAEIES,  AT  HOME. 

as  well  as  a  successful  merchant ;  a  most  laborious  member 
of  the  House  of  Commons ;  and  an  excellent  but  always 
honest  tactician  in  the  management  of  the  '  Private  Bill ' 
business  of  that  House, — of  the  burden  of  which,  for  many 
years,  he  had  a  large  share.  But  he  was  everywhere  the 
same  man.  Whether  you  talked  with  him  in  the  Library 
of  the  House  ;  in  the  Mayor's  Parlour  at  Salford ;  amidst 
the  primitive  surroundings  of  his  little  house  at  Broaghton ; 
or  at  the  gorgeously-decorated  table  of  some  wealthy 
Manclicster  merchant,  that  imion  of  quick  intelligence  with 
imperturbable  placidity ;  of  strong  political  views  with  en- 
tire fairness,  moderation,  and  charity,  towards  their  oppo- 
nents ;  was  the  uniform  impression  which  his  conversation 
left.  And  so  it  was,  too,  with  his  treatment  of  subjects 
of  graver  import  in  the  pulpit  of  the  quiet  meeting-place  in 
Salford,  where  for  many  years  he  ministered.  However 
small  one's  sympathy  with  his  special  tenets  and  his  notions 
of  Church-Discipline,  fin  impartial  listener  could  hardly 
hear  him  without  deepened  respect.  During  the  recess  of 
Parliament,  he  would  expound  a  knotty  chapter  of  the  Old 
Testament  in  the  same  quietly  impressive  and  placidly 
earnest  manner  with  which  he  was  wont  to  bring  a  Bill 
into  Parliament.  The  observer  might  find  neither  the  ex- 
position, nor  the  Bill,  to  be  at  all  to  his  own  liking.  But 
he  would  go  away  with  the  conviction  that,  alike  in  tlie 
House  and  in  the  Chapel,  Mr.  Brotherton  was  seeking 
truth,  and  following  duty,  according  to  his  convictions,  with- 
out aiming  at  any  indirect  or  by-ends  of  his  own. 

The  public  sense  of  his  services  to  the  Salford  Borough 
Library,  and  to  many  other  local  institutions,  as  well  as  of 
his  more  conspicuous  labours  in  Parliament,  was  marked  at 
his  death  by  a  pubUc  funeral — of  unwonted  solemnity — in 
which  men  of  all  parties,  and  of  very  varied  social  rank 
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took  part.  Among  the  foremost  mourners  who  took  their 
parting  look  as  the  coffin  was  lowered,  were  two  other 
Founders  of  Free  Libraries  for  the  People, — Sir  John 
PoTTEE  and  Sir  William  Brown.  Within  about  five  years, 
both  of  them  had  been  carried — amidst  similar  demonstra- 
tions of  more  than  usual  public  respect — ^to  the  like  quiet 
resting-place. 

§  2.  The  Free  Public  Libraries  op  Liverpool,  and 
THEIR  Chiep  Founder,  Sir  William  Brown. 

Each  of  those  three  men — called  hence  at  very  different  TolnJn. 
ages — had  done  varied  work  in  the  world.  The  work  of 
the  last  named  of  them,  in  particular,  may  even  be  said  to 
have  been  world-wide.  For  it  tended,  both  in  conscious 
aim  and  in  result,  to  strengthen  true  union  between  Britain 
and  America,  and  to  broaden  the  interests — material  and 
moral — of  both  in  the  maintenance  of  Peace,  when  based 
on  justice.  But  no  part  of  the  labour  of  any  one  of  the 
three  is  more  sure  of  permanence  than  is  their  several  share 
in  this  special  work  of  Library-founding.  The  three  men 
who  mainly  built  up  the  great  Free  Libraries  of  Lancashire 
are  already  in  their  graves.  But  the  institutions  they  raised, 
and  also  those  raised  by  other  men,  in  honourable  rivalry 
with  them,  are  constantly  striking  new  roots.  They  grow  ' 
and  spread  with  every  passing  year.  To  Sir  William 
Brown's  work,  at  Liverpool,  the  reader's  attention  is  now 
to  be  directed. 

4  2 

William  Brown  was  born  at  Bally mena,  in  Antrimshire,    Liverpool 
in  1784.     His  father  was  a  merchant  who  had  thriven  nwlndiS' 

Chief  Foun- 

with  the  then  thriving  linen  trade  of  Ulster,  but  who  was   *»«' 
quick  to  see,  towards  the  close  of  the  century,  the  signs  of 
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the  coming  supremacy  of  cottoo  over  flax.  Alexander 
Brown  betook  himself  to  Baltimore,  where  he  founded  the 
mercantile  house  now  known,  the  world  over,  as  '  Brown, 
Shipley,  aod  Co.'  His  son  William  was  left,  for  a  short  time, 
'  at  school  in  Yorkshire.  Bnt  he,  too,  crossed  the  seas  in 
1800,  and  within  half  a  dozen  years,  became  a  partner — 
and  by  and  by  the  most  energetic  partner — in  the  American 
firm.  In  1809  he  returned  to  Europe,  on  a  twofold  errand. 
He  married  an  unforgotten  sweetheart  at  Ballyraenn.  He 
established  a  new  mercantile  house  at  Liverpool.  His 
affections  were  now  at  rest,  and  all  his  energies  found  ample 
scope  in  two  broad  channels.  To  spread  the  mercantile 
transactions,  and  the  honourable  name,  of  'Alexander  Brown 
and  Sons,'  not  alone  throughout  Britain  and  America,  but 
throughout  India  and  China — in  spite  alike  of  the  obstacles 
of  Leadenhall  Street,  and  of  the  obstacles  of  Pekin — was 
one  of  his  aims,  and  it  was  thoroughly  effected.  To 
contribute  to  the  local  improvement  and  elevation  of  Liver- 
pool,— his  usual  place  of  abode, — was  the  other.  For  this 
last-named  purpose,  every  path  of  philanthropic  effort  was 
followed  in  turn.  Sanitary  reforms;  schools;  early  closing 
of  shops ;  concerts,  pure  aa  well  as  cheap  ;  new  docks,  new 
Hospitals,  and  new  Churches,  found  in  William  Brown  a 
conscientious,  open-handed,  and  unostentatious  supporter. 
He  had  early  learnt  the  secret  of  making  a  promise  do  the 
work  of  a  bond.  His  energy  was  equalled  only  by  an  up- 
rightness which  scorned  to  profit  by  any,  the  most  plausible, 
of  those  cunning  shifts  of  commerce  which  are  so  prone  to 
dress  themselves  in  fine  words.  And  he  had  the  happy 
fortune  to  head  the  trade  of  Liverpool  before  the  days  when 
'  limited  liability '  came  (with  such  marvellous  quickness) 
to  mean,  very  often, '  limited  honesty.' 

Mr.  Buown's  first  conspicuous  appearance  in  public  lifi; 
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oocorred  in  the  stirring  days  of  the  first  Parliamentary    ^^^  ^ 
Reform  Bill,  but  it  was  occasioned  by  local  not  imperial    ^''^^  "^ 

.  .  •'    .  *^  SirWilluun 

politics.  He  fought  hard  for  a  responsible  government  of  Brown. 
the  Liverpool  Docks.  What  had  once  been  a  great  public 
improvement  had  come  to  be,  in  large  measure,  a  private 
and  ill-managed  monopoly.  The  leader  in  the  reform  of 
dock  affairs  received  the  thanks  of  his  fellow-townsmen, 
but  when  the  reform  was  won,  those  who  had  reluctantly 
succumbed  in  the  strife  found  strength  enough  to  thrust 
the  main  reformer  out  of  the  Dock  Committee.  The 
check  was — after  his  manner — turned  to  the  profit  of  the 
Public.  The  Bank  of  Liverpool  and  the  Packet  Service  of 
the  Atlantic  shared,  between  them,  that  amount  of  time 
and  energy  which  had  before  been  absorbed  in  Dock 
matters.  Liverpool  banking — ^in  Brown's  time — and 
Liverpool  packets,  became  models  in  their  kind.  They 
were,  indeed,  whilst  under  his  hands,  little  distinguished 
for  eloquent  prospectuses,  but  they  made  some  amends  for 
the  lack  of  literature  by  an  abundance  of  integrity. 

Meanwhile,  the  firm  of  *  Brown,  Shipley,  and  Company ' 
grew,  on  a  gigantic  scale.  It  is  said  by  local  and  compe- 
tent testimony  that  the  transactions  which  passed  through 
the  hands  of  the  leading  partner  of  that  house  amounted, 
in  the  one  year,  1886,  to  nearly  ten  millions  sterling.  A 
reaction,  however,  and  a  very  natural  one — came  over 
American  commerce  in  the  course  of  the  very  next  year. 
Many  American  merchants  had  traded  with  Brown  and  Com- 
pany, greatly  to  their  own  profit,  but  with  very  little  emulation 
of  the  spirit  in  which  the  Liverpool  house  had  always  car- 
ried on  its  business.  Enormous  American  speculations 
had  been  propped  by  fallacious  American  credits.  In  1837, 
there  came  back,  to  this  one  English  firm,  protested  bills 
amounting  to  about  three  quarters  of  a  million.    The  Bank 
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of  England  oflfered  to  William  Brown  a  loan  of  two  millions. 
He  borrowed  one  million ;  repaid  it,  with  interest,  within 
six  months ;  and  received,  from  the  Governor  and  Directors, 
a  letter  in  which  they  said  that  the  books  of  the  Bank  of 
England  recorded  no  transaction  more  satisfactory  to  its 
managers  than  had  been  the  transaction  of  1837. 

William  Brown  became  an  early  promoter  of  the  Anti- 
Corn-Law  League.  He  was  not  a  free-trader  after  the 
pattern  of  certain  well-known  Lancashire  leaguers  and 
paper-makers,  who  say :  "  In  the  name  of  our  common 
Humanity,  let  us  have  entire  free-trade  with  all  the  world 
— except  in  paper."  For  he  had  given  able  and  weighty 
evidence  in  favour  of  the  opening  of  the  China  trade,  when 
*  Brown,  Shipley,  and  Company'  possessed  a  very  large  stake 
in  the  private  monopoly  of  that  trade.  Such  was  his  course 
throughout.  Like  Joseph  Broth krton  and  John  Potter 
he  was  at  once  a  true  Reformer,  and  the  avowed  enemy  of 
Lancashire  radicalism,  as  we  all  knew  it,  twenty  years  ago. 
'*  Let  us  stick  to  our  text,"  he  said,  in  the  autumn  of  1843. 
'*  Men  of  all  political  parties  have  a  real  interest  in  the  re- 
peal of  the  Corn  Laws.  Let  us  impugn  no  man's  motives ; 
but  give  toother  men  that  same  'right  of  private  judgment' 
>  Sec  the    vvliich  we  claim  to  use  ourselves."*    His  contest  for  a  seat  in 

Lirt'rpool 

Mrrcury  of  thc  Housc  of  Couimons,  as  member  for  South  Lancasliire, 
failed  in  1844.  Tn  1846,  it  succeeded.  He  was  too  late  to 
share  in  fighting  the  free- trade  battle  in  Parliament.  But  he 
has  helped  to  pave  the  way  for  an  important  reform — yet  to  be 
fulfilled — in  our  Coinage.    And,  in  1S5C,  he  rendered  (not 

j.Ty  cCn'rr  alouc  to  Britain,  but  to  the  world,)  a  service  such  as  History 
tells  us  that  only  a  very  few  individual  men  have,  in  any  or 
in  all  ages,  been  in  a  position  to  render.  When,  in  order 
lo  win  the  applause  of  '  Buncombe,'  and  to  increase  the  in- 
Hucnce  in  thc  States  of  angry  ignorance  over  educated 
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opinion,  President  Pierce  had  dismissed  Mr.  Crampton — 
on  the  flimsiest  of  conceivable  pretexts — and  Lord  Palmer- 
8TON  had  reluctantly  attained  a  conviction  (in  which  he 
was  backed  by  men  of  all  political  creeds  at  home)  that 
duty  to  England  placed  his  Cabinet  under  the  necessity  of 
dismissing  Mr.  Dallas,  and  of  directing  an  instant  aug- 
mentation in  the  activity  and  production  of  our  arsenals  and 
shipbuilding  yards,  Mr.  Brown  intervened.  He  urged  on 
Lord  Palherston,  and  he  also  urged  on  certain  American 
statesmen  (men  who  stood  aloof  from  Pierce,  and  foresaw 
his  collapse,)  the  wisdom  of  suspending  the  claims  of  strict 
justice,  on  the  one  hand,  and  of  excited  national  feeling  on 
the  other,  imtil  a  brief  season  of  reflection  had  been  afibrded 
to  both  countries.  Of  this  act  of  personal  intervention 
between  two  governments  it  was  said,  by  an  American  then 
in  England — and  by  a  famous  one,  the  author  of  The  House 
of  Seven  Gables  and  of  The  Scarlet  Letter, — "  Mr.  Brown 
grasps  England  with  his  right  hand,  and  America  with  his 
left." 

With  this  single  exception,  the  crowning  act  of  Sir 
William  Brown's  whole  Hfe  was  the  erection  of  the  Free 
Library  of  Liverpool.  A  small  foundation  had  been  laid  as 
early  as  in  1850.  Brown  had  been  a  helper  in  that,  as  in  i^»brary 
almost  every  good  work  undertaken  in  the  town  and  county 
during  his  day.  In  1853,  he  had  offered  £6,000  towards 
making  the  new  institution  worthy  of  Liverpool.  In  1850, 
he  doubled  the  offer,  on  condition  of  some  auxiliary  effort 
by  the  Corporation.  Certain  difficulties  still  impeded  the 
work.  The  benefactor  was  now  seventy-two  years  old.  lie 
wished  to  watch  the  application  of  his  bounty,  and  hoped  to 
enjoy  some  foretaste  of  the  fruit.  He  took,  in  1857,  tlie 
whole  burden  of  a  noble  Library  and  Museum  upon  his 
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own  shoulders.  He  waived  all  conditions  and  all  help. 
He  went  to  the  work  with  the  same  energy  which  he  had 
bestowed,  in  1809,  on  the  foundation  of  his  firm;  in  the 
Spring  of  1838,  on  the  return  to  the  Bank  of  England  of 
,  the  borrowed  million,  with  its  interest ;  or,  in  1856,  on  the 
staving-off  of  a  war  between  Britain  and  her  offspring. 
And,  by  the  blessing  of  God,  he  lived  long  enough  to  see 
his  Library  thriving  vigorously,  as  well  as  his  descendants 
of  the  third  generation.  He  also  lived  to  see  the  distant 
country  which  had  always  shared  with  Britain  in  his  love, 
much  more  ready  to  vie  with  Britain  in  the  erection  of  Free 
Libraries,  than  America  has  ever  yet  showed  herself  to  rival 
her  progenitrix  in  extending  the  benefits  of  Free  Trade  to 
the  world  at  large ;  or,  in  better  words,  in  doing,  to  other 
Nations,  as  she  would  fain  wish  them  to  do  to  her. 

It  has  been  seen  that  when,  in  the  Recess  erf  1849,  Mr. 
Origin  of  the  Brotherton  wcnt  dowu  to  Salford,  after  his  share  in  the 
^M^vtmw?  sittings  of  the  *  Select  Committee  on  Public  Libraries,' 
ut  Liverpool,  j^^j  y^rQ^^i  instantly  to  work  by  way  of  practically  applying 

what  he  had  heard  in  the  Committee  Room,  the  consequent 
proceedings  in  that  borough  very  speedily  attracted  atten- 
tion in  other  parts  of  Lancashire.  Mr.  James  A.  Picton 
was  at  work  in  Liverpool,  almost  as  soon  as  Sir  John 
Potter  was  busied  with  his  Free  Library  Subscription- 
Book  at  Manchester, — ^if,  indeed,  he  had  not  began  to  work 
even  a  few  days  sooner.* 

Mr.  Picton's  first  step  was  to  obtain  a  Committee  of  the 
Town  Council  to  inquire  into,  and  report  upon,  the  pro- 
priety of  establishing  a  Free  Public  Library  in  the  town 

*  The  wntcr  of  these  pages  had  the  satisfaction  both  of  correspond- 
ence with  Mr.  PiCTOW  on  the  subject  of  a  Free  Town  Library  in 
Liverpool,  and  of  personal  conference  with  him  about  it,  as  early  as 
April,  1850. 
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of  Liverpool.      The  Committee  reported  in  May,  1850. 

It  suggested  (1)  that  the  Library  should  be  formed  by 

public  subscription  ;  (2)  that  both  the  proposed  Library 

and  a  Museum  should  be  maintained,  under  the  powers  of 

a  Local  Act,  by  the  Town  Council,  and  be  augmented  from  Reporter  the 

time  to  time,  as  need  and  opportunity  arose,  out  of  the   c^T^SJ^ 

corporate  funds.  ^^y*  ^®^- 

Under  the  'Museums'  Act'  of  1845  a  halfpenny  Museum 
rate  had  been  already  levied  in  Liverpool,  as  at  Salford,  and 
elsewhere.  At  the  time  of  Mr.  Picton's  motion  in  the 
Town  Council  that  rate  produced,  in  Liverpool,  £2,000  a 
year.  £1,300  out  of  this  annual  sum  was  allowed  to  accu- 
mulate. No  Museum,  as  yet,  had  been  established.  But 
the  remaining  £700  was  annually  applied  to  the  maintenance 
of  a  Public  Botanic  Garden. 

At  Liverpool,  therefore,  as  at  Salford,  the  earliest  move- 
ment was  for  a  Natural  History  Museum,  simply.  In  May, 
1850,  a  small  library  had  also  been  provided  at  Salford,  and 
was  already  at  work.  In  Liverpool,  both  Museum  and 
Library  were  then  prospective ;  only  a  Botanic  Garden  was 
in  actual  operation.  Both  the  actual  powers  (under  Local 
Statutes),  and  the  current  revenues,  of  the  Corporation  of 
Liverpool  were  already  upon  an  unusual  scale.  It  was,  at 
this  time,  thought  a  doubtful  question,  by  the  promoters  of 
the  Library  movement  in  that  town,  whether  or  not  it 
would  be  for  the  moment  advisable  to  levy  a  '  Library 
Rate,'  additional  to  the  existing  'Museum  Rate.'  To 
any  poll  of  the  Ratepayers  as  the  condition  precedent  of 
such  an  assessment  they  were  decidedly  and  strongly 
opposed.  It  was  even  thought  that,  in  Liverpool,  such  a  *  8ec.forthe 
poll  would  present  an  *  insuperable  obstacle '  to  the  esta-  of  thu 
blishment  of  a  Free  and  mte- supported  Library.*  thcf^-noto 

A  Committee  was  then  formed,  of  which  Mr.  Thomas   """J!^*!""^ 
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B.  IIoRSFALL  became  Chairman.  Subscriptions  were 
raised,  but  they  amounted  only  to  £1,389.  In  addition, 
however,  to  the  money,  about  4,000  volumes  of  books  were 
•  The  given.  The  Town  Council  purchased  (from  its  accumulated 
uh^and  '  Museum  Rate '  and  other  funds,  but  under  the  powers 
^7,^^^''  of  a  Special  Act  of  Parliament*),  a  building  in  Duke  Street, 
which  had  been  previously  known  as  the  'Union  News 
Room/  The  working  arrangements  and  organization  of 
the  Manchester  Free  Library — then  in  active  progress  of 
formation — were  carefully  studied  during  many  weeks.  On 
the  1 8th  of  October,  1852 — within  six  weeks  after  the  public 
inauguration  of  the  Manchester  institution — ^the  Liverpool 
Library  was  publicly  opened.  It  was  instantly  and  con- 
spicuously successful.  The  sight  of  the  rooms  crowded, 
even  to  inconvenient  pressure,  by  eager  and  diligent  readers, 
was  a  thing  to  remember. 

Nor  was  the  opening,  a  few  months  later,  of  the  noble 
Museum,  which  the  late  munificent  Earl  of  Derbt  had 
bequeathed,  to  Liverpool,  a  ceremony  likely  to  pass  from 
the  memory  of  those  who  (in  common  with  the  writer)  were 
privileged  to  witness  it.     There  were  many  special  circum- 
stances which  heightened  the  interest  of  the  occasion.    The 
fiJ^rd     ^^^  chosen  (8th  March,  1853)  was  the  centenary  of  the 
tiieFrec     birth  of  William  Roscoe,   the  historian  of  Lorenzo  the 
Liverpool.     Ma(j/7iifc€nt,  and  a  benefactor,  in  many  ways,  to  his  native 
town. 

As  the  old  adage  tells  us,  there  is  no  royal — no  aristo- 
cratic— road  to  learning.  [n  some  memorable  instances, 
the  very  obstacles  which  come  across  the  path,  when  it 
chances  to  be  more  than  usually  rugged,  have  notably  con- 
tributed both  to  the  completeness,  and  to  the  duration,  of 
the  eventual  triumph  to  which  it  led.  But  cases  of  that 
sort  will  always  be  exceptional.     In  ordinary  ones,  needless 
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impediments,  like  excess  of  friction  in  machinery,  involve 
waste  of  power.  Had  the  son  of  the  Liverpool  tavern- 
keeper  been  privileged  by  early  access  to  such  a  Library  as 
the  munificence  of  Sir  William  BaowN,  and  the  persistent 
and  almost  daily  exertions  of  Mr.  Picton  and  his  colleagues 
of  the  Liverpool  Council,  have  now  secured  for  that  town, 
for  all  time  to  come,  the  man  of  whom  Liverpool  is  so 
justly  proud  would  probably  have  removed  certain  blemishes 
from  his  excellent  books,  and  would  also  (it  may  well  be 
supposed)  have  added  to  their  number  some  others  of  even 
higher  scope. 

The  necessity  of  obtaining  a  new  and  central  site  neces- 
sitated also  a  new  Local  Act.  It  was  obtained  in  the  Ses- 
sion of  1855,  and  is  known  as  the  *Livervool  Improvement 
Act: 

The  site  chosen  for  the  Library  was  on  *  Shaw's  Brow.' 
It  faces  the  northern  end  of  St.  George's  Hall,  and  it 
affords  large  space  for  future  extension.  The  first  stone  of 
the  building  was  laid  on  the  15th  of  April,  1857.  The 
Lord  Bishop  of  Chestbe,  Lord  Stanley,  Sir  John  Pak- 
INGTON,  the  Rev.  Thomas  Binney,  and  Mr.  William  Ewart, 
were  amongst  those  who  took  part  in  the  proceedings.  On 
this  occasion  Mr.  Brown  spoke  as  follows :  "  When  I  pro- 
posed building  the  Library  and  Museum,  I  considered  that 
I  was  only  performing  an  act  of  public  duty  which  Divine 
Providence  had  placed  within  uiy  power,  and  which  deserved 
very  little  thanks."  And,  afterwards, — touching  on  a  point 
which  has  occupied  the  thoughts  of  many  minds  in  reference 
to  the  Free  Library  movement — and  in  France  even  more 
notably  than  in  England, — "  I  would  not  exclude  from  Free 
Libraries  any  works  but  such  as  Ministers  of  Religion  con- 
sider decidedly  immoraL      To  both  sides  of  a  question 
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readers  ought  to  have  access.    Place  before  them  the  bane, 
and  the  antidote." 
op<«»«^»'       The  erection   occupied  more  than   three  years.      The 

the  new 

Liverpool  Library  was  inaugurated  with  great  and  befitting  ceremony 
^*'"^'  on  the  18th  of  October,  1860 — nine  years  after  the  opening 
of  the  small  original  Library  in  Duke  Street.  The  cost  to 
Mr.  Brown  is  understood  to  have  exceeded  £40,000.  The 
building — it  is  perhaps  superfluous  to  say — is  admirably 
fitted  for  all  its  purposes.  It  repays  in  fact  a  journey  into 
Lancashire  to  look  at  it. 

Amongst  the  guests  who  honoured  the  opening  ceremony 
Lo^  in  1860  by  their  presence  were  the  Bishop  of  Chester, 
SjJ^lSTtho  ^^^^  Brougham,  Mr.  Ewart,  Mr.  Algernon  Egerton,  and 
idTcrpooi  Sir  John  Bowring,  of  Chinese  fame.  Nearly  400,000 
people,  it  was  estimated  by  observers,  saw  some  portion  or 
other  of  the  proceedings  by  which  the  day,  and  the  night, 
were  marked.  Their  course — notwithstanding  the  enormous 
crowd  in  the  streets — was  marred  by  no  accident.  Liver- 
pool had  seen  no  such  day  before  it.  Lord  Brougham, 
speaking  of  one  of  the  most  remarkable  sights  which  his 
varied  and  crowded  life  had  presented  to  him,  said :  '*  What 
I  then  witnessed  did  not  at  all  exceed  the  grand  spectacle 
I  have  now  the  happiness  and  wonder  of  seeing  here.  .  •  . 
This  is  an  example  in  the  history  of  human  mimifioence ; 
not  only  in  the  amount,  but  in  the  perfect  judgment,  the 
thorough  wisdom,  which  has  directed  Mr.  Brown's  gene- 
rosity. .  .  .  This  building  is  raised  for  a  Library,  to  contain 
the  stores  of  ancient  and  modem  knowledge ;  and  for  a 
Museum,  wherein  the  works  of  the  Creator  shall  be  shown 
forth  in  the  accumulated  monuments  of  His  bounty,  skill, 
and  wisdom." 

The  original  Consulting  Library,  of  1852,  had  contained 
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Ltrerpool 
library, 

and  of  the 

Lending 

Brandies. 


about  12,000  volumes.    The  issues  from  it  in  the  first  year     original 
of  working  were  128,628  volumes.     In  the  fifth  year  the  i^^^*^ 
Collection  had  grown  to  24,000  volumes,  and  the  issues 
had  increased  to  166,346  volumes. 

The  two  Lending  Branch  Libraries  were  established  in 
1853,  with  but  about  2000  volumes  in  both,  collectively. 
Their  issues  in  the  first  year  were  35,978  volumes.  In  the 
fourth  year  of  their  operation,  the  two  Lending  Libraries 
had  increased  to  an  aggregate  of  17,000  volumes;  and 
their  issues  had  increased  to  308,200  volumes.  The  reader 
will  observe  the  notable  ratio  of  increase  from  the  borrow- 
ing branches,  as  compared  with  that  from  the  Consulting 
Library. 

The  tables  which  follow  will  show,  as  respects  the 
Library  in  Duke  Street  and  its  branches,  the  detailed 
classification  both  of  books  and  of  issues  : — 


TjlBle  I. — FiBST  LrvEBPOOL  Consulting  Libbaby  :  Classifi- 
cation OP  THE  Books: — 


RKFERinfCB 

Lending 

Agoreoate 

LlBKABT. 

Libraries. 

Number. 

Yolumes. 

Volumes. 

Volumes. 

1,538 

750 

2,288 

6,902 

4,435 

11,337 

2,439 

207 

2,646 

3,411 

1,064 

4,475 

9,698 

10,546 

20,244 

23,988 

17,002 

40,990 

Qattes. 

I.  Theology  and  Philosopliy 
IL  History    .... 

in.  Pontics    .... 

TV.  Sciences  and  Arts  . 
V.  Literature  and  Polygraphy 

Totals 
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Table  II. — Fibst  Liyebpool  CoKSULTiNa  Libbabt  :  Classifi- 
cation OF  THE  Issues: — 


Classes. 

I.  Theology  and  Pliilosopliy 
n.  History    .... 

ni.  PoUtics    .... 

lY.  Sciences  and  Arts  . 
V.  Literature  and  Polygraphy 


Totals 


BBTKBllfCS 

LnrDiivo 

AOORSQATB 

LiBBAKT. 

Library. 

IssiTB  or 

(Om  jftar.) 

(Om  ftur.) 

VOLVMBB. 

VoIamesiMoed 

Yolnmetissaed 

{Omt  jf  Mr.) 

6,681 

8,723 

16,304 

22,240 

48.661 

70,801 

1,923 

1,416 

3,339 

16,889 

13.244 

29,133 

119,713 

236,266 

366,969 

166,346 

308,200 

474,646 

Classification 
of  the  Books 

in  Lircrpool 
Free  Library, 

Dec.,  1868. 


The  next  table  shows  the  existing  strength,  and  also  the 
classification,  of  the  Free  Consulting  Library,  in  December, 
1868. 


Tablb  ni. — Present  Livbbpool  Gonsultino  Libbabt 
Classification  of  the  Books: — 


Classes. 

I.  Theology  and  Philosophy 
n.  Histoiy  .... 

III.  Politics  and  Commerce  . 

IV.  Sciences  and  Arts  . 

V.  Literature  and  Polygraphy 


Total  (December,  1868) 


Voliunet. 

3,832 

12,167 

4,648 

8,767 

18,327 

47,641 


The  rate  of  increase  is  now  about  2000  volumes  annually. 
The  issues  of  the  one  year  ending  31st  August,  1868, 
amount  to  565,344  volumes,  being,  on  the  average,  1982 
volumes  daily,  the  year  round. 

The  Classification  of  these  issues  during  the  year  which 
has  just  closed  is  as  follows : — 
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Table  IV.— Pbesent  Liverpool  Consulting  Librasy:  Extent 

AND  OlASSIFICATION  OF  ANNUAL  ISSUE,  1868 : — 
OaiMt.  Yolumet. 

I.  Theology  and  Philosophy      ....  16,860 

n.  History 80,031 

m.  Politics  and  Commerce 8,412 

lY.  Sciences  and  Arts 58,006 

V.  literature  and  Polygraphy   ....  402,035 

Total 565,344 


Claadfieation 
of  the  Issues 

to  Readers 
at  Liverpool 

Library  in 
1868. 


The  aggregate  number  of  volumes  in  the  two  Lending  Extent  of  the 
Branches  which — ^as  we  have  seen — was  about  2000  in  i]^^2*^. 
1853,  has  increased  to  89,292  voUimes,  in  1868.      The  brarie..^Dec, 

IMM    anil 

issues  of  books  from  them  have  increased  from  35,978  in  annual  issues 
the  first  year  (1853-4)  to  423,547  in  i\ie  fourteenth  year   *^«^efr«»- 
(1867-8).     Their  details  are  as  follows  :— 


Books  Issued  from  the  Liverpool  Lending 

Libraries,  in  the  Year  ending  Aug.  31st,  1868. 

Month. 

North  Braivch. 

South  Branch. 

1867. 

Volumes. 

Volumes. 

September 

16,320 

17,310 

October  . 

17,293 

18,861 

November 

18,070 

19,268 

December 

17,433 

19,037 

1868. 

January 

17,775 

19,468 

February 

17,927 

19.318 

March    . 

19,564 

20,796 

April 
May        . 

17,940 

19,529 

17,457 

18,589 

June 

17,116 

17,536 

July       . 

6,423 

17,286 

August  . 

16,069 

17,162 

Total     . 

199,387 

224,160 

North  Lending  Branch     . 

199,387 

South  Lending  Branch 

224,160 

Toi 

/al     . 

423,547 
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If  the  Reader  should  be  inclined  to  compare  the  classifi- 
cation of  issues  at  Liverpool  with  that  which  has  been 
previously  placed  before  him  in  regard  to  the  fellow-institu- 
c<mtra8t«m  tiou  at  Manchcstcr,  he  will  find  a  very  remarkable  contrast. 

the  Clnflici      

of  Book*  With  larger  aggregate  issues  the  Liverpool  Library  is  very 
MM^ertcr  niuch  Icss  consultcd  for  studious  and  definite  reading.  In 
andLivcrpooi  ^ggg    thc   anuual   issues   of  the   Manchester   CSonsultine 

reBpecUvely.  " 

Library  are  much  less  than  the  one  half  of  those  of  the 
Liverpool  Consulting  Library,  nevertheless,  for  every  one 
book  on  Science,  or  Art,  or  on  the  Literature  of  Commerce, 
issued  by  the  Liverpool  Library,  the  Manchester  Library 
issues  nearly  three  such  books.  Out  of  an  aggregate  issue, 
at  Liverpool,  of  565,344  volumes,  the  issues  of  books 
scientific,  artistic,  or  commercial,  are,  together,  66,418. 
Out  of  an  aggregate  issue,  at  Manchester,  of  but  262,446 
volumes,  the  issues  of  books  scientific,  artistic,  or  commercial^ 
are,  together,  158,718. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  issues  of  'Novels,  Tales,  and 
Romances,'  (to  readers,  be  it  borne  in  mind,  in  the  Con- 
sulting Library  alone,)  amount,  at  Liverpool,  to  189,841 
volumes ;  over  and  above  an  enormous  issue  of  *  periodical 
publications,'  of  which  Prose  Fiction  is  the  staple ;  whereas, 
at  Manchester,  the  collective  issues  of  books  in  that  one 
class  of  Prose  Fiction, — whether  printed  in  separate  works 
or  in  popular  magazines, — are  less  than  30,000  volumes. 
In  other  words,  for  every  reader  in  the  Manchester  Consult- 
ing Library  who  is  exclusively  or  mainly  a  novel-reader,  the 
Liverpool  Library  has  at  least  ten  such  readers.  What  can 
be  the  reason  of  so  curious  a  contrast  T 

Something,  doubtless,  is  due  to  the  very  difierent  charac- 
teristics of  the  constituents  of  Population  in  the  two  towns. 
That,  however,  though  it  may  well  be  an  operative,  is  but  a 
minor,  cause.     The  main  cause  is  not  far  to  seek.     For 
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every  novel   provided   on  the   shelves  of  the  Consulting 

Library  at  Manchester,  Liverpool  provides  at  least    ten. 

This  over-large  provision  of  literature  merely  ephemeral 

(taking  it  as  a  whole,  and  always  recognising  the  brilliant 

exceptions  to  the  rule)  is  a  heavy  temptation  to  merely 

ephemeral  reading.     As  I  have  ventured  to  say  already. 

Fiction  is  a  noble  branch  of  our  literature — as  it  is  of  the 

literature  of  most,  though  not  of  all,  other  great  nations — 

and  it  forms  an  admirable  part  of  any  Free  Town  Library  ; 

always  provided  that  it  keeps  its  place,  in  due  subordination 

to  parts  more  admirable  still.    Surely,  this  section  is  a  little 

overdone  at  Liverpool  ? 

When  the  Liverpool  Free  Libraries  and  Museum  were 
first  established  (1853)  a  penny  rate  produced  little  more 
than  £3,500  a  year.  It  now  (December,  1868)  produces 
more  than  £7,500  a  year.  At  Manchester,  at  the  former 
ddte,  the  like  assessment  produced  about  £4,000  a  year ;  it 
now  produces  about  £6,500. 

The  relative  Library  and  Museum  expenditure  of  the 
two  towns  may  be  collated  thus : — 
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COMPABATIYE  ANNUAL  EXPENDITUBE  ON  LiBRABIES,  MUBBUMS, 

AND  Public  Gabdbns,  at  Liyebpool,  and  at 

Manchesteb, 

Decembbb,  1868. 

Liverpool, 

Maneheder. 

£     8.   d. 

£      a.     d. 

I.  LiBBABIES  :— 

Consulting  Depabtment  : 

Salaries  and  Wages     .        .         610:8:0 

810  :  16  :  10 

Books  and  Binding      .        .  -^ 
Miscellaneoas  Expenses       .  )                * 

C720:    7:    3 
1377:    9:    8 

Lending  Bbanches: 

Salaries  and  Wages      .... 

613  :  19  :  10 

Books  and  Binding      .... 

1,184:12:    9 

Miscellaneous  expenses 

751:    7:    4 

Interest  on  Loan          .... 

372:    8:    3 

Total  of  Branclies  .        .     1,238  :  0  :  0 

N.  Museum 3,214:0:0 

359:    1:    0 

ILL  PUBLIcPABKS,GABDEN8,&C.,ab0Ut  3,000  ;  0  :  0 

1,805:    1:    1 

TotAlfl        .        .                 £8,432 : 8  : 0 

£6,995:    4:    0 

i  3.  Birken- 
head Free 
Library. 


§  3.  Birkenhead  Free  Library. 

The  Birkenhead  Free  Library  was  founded  in  the  year 
1857.  In  their  second  Report  (published  towards  the 
close  of  the  year  1858),  the  Committee  had  to  mention 
that  the  small  amount  of  funds  placed  at  their  disposal  had 
compelled  them,  very  reluctantly,  to  relinquish  the  idea  of 
then  establishing  a  Reference  Library.  During  the  past 
year,  however,  the  books  which  had  been  collected  towards 
the  formation  of  that  department  had  been  somewhat  in- 
creased, "  254  works  having  been  added." 

The  Free  Lending  Library  of  Birkenhead  at  that  time 
comprised  3,515  volumes,  arranged  under  the  following 
classification : — 
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Lendiko  Libbabt  of  Birkenhead. 


Theology  and  Metaphysics 188 

Natoial  Philosophy,  Mathematics,  &c 64 

Katnral  Histoiy 59 

Arts  and  Sciences 57 

Sstoiy  and  Biography 674 

Topography  and  Antiquities 28 

Geography,  Voyages,  &c 346 

Misoellaneoos  Literatore 553 

Jurispradence,  Law,  &c 19 

Commerce 13 

Education                                 40 

Poetry,  Drama 158 

Novels,  &c 1,316 

Total 3,515 


Contents  of 
Lending 
Library  in 
1858. 


The  following  Table  shows  the  Monthly  Issues  and 
Classification  of  Issues  of  books  in  the  Lending  Library  of 
Birkenhead  during  the  second  year  of  its  operations : — 


1867. 

Volumes. 

June     . 

3,647 

July     . 

.      3,510 

August 

3,373 

September    . 

.      3,480 

October 

.      3,890 

November    . 

.      3,857 

December     . 

•         ••• 

1868. 

January 

.      3,721 

February 

.      3,617 

March  . 

4,685 

April    . 

.      3,900 

May 

Total      . 

.      3,620 

.    41,300 

Iuum 

and  their 

Clauifieation 

Birkenhead 

Library. 
(Second  year 
of  working.) 
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This  table  shows  a  total  of  41,300  works  lent  during 
that  year,  or,  on  the  average,  of  3,754  works,  monthly ;  and 
an  increase  over  the  average  of  the  first  year  of  1,063  works 
monthly.  835  Tickets  empowering  borrowers  to  take 
Books  out  of  the  Lending  Library  were  granted  during  the 
same  year. 

The  number  of  works  read  in  the  Reference  Library  has 
been  2,776,  or  an  average  of  252  monthly  (also  showing  a 
considerable  increase  as  compared  with  the  first  year). 

The  expenses  were  as  follows.  I  quote  them  in  detail, 
as  showing  the  small  sum  which  sufficed  for  the  commence- 
ment of  a  Library  which  has  gradually  increased  to  a 
position  of  considerable  utility. 


Expenses,  &o. 


Salaries  and  Wages 
Bepairing  and  binding  books 
Removing  books,  &c.   . 
Advertising  and  Catalogues 
Rent  and  Taxes 
Gas,  Water  . 
Insurance     . 
Newspapers  . 
Interest  on  Loan 
Instalment  on  Loan  Account 
Cun*ent  Expenses 
Bookcases,  Shelves,  &c. 
Furnishing  and  Petty  Expenses, 
Books  ..... 
Periodicals  and  Magazines  . 

Total    . 


&c. 


153:    7:8 
U:    6:7 


£      «. 
83:    3: 
35:    3: 
3:11: 


d, 
6 
3 


42:15:    3 
99:17:    3 


33:    4:11 


1:    7:    1 


29:14:    9 


47:10:  8 

50:    0:  0 

24:    7:  7 

53:    9:  3 

57:    3:  1 


167:14:    3 


.£729:    2:    4 
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The  very  small  collection — of  which  these  are  the  statis- 
tics as  they  stood  in  1858 — has  grown,  in  1868,  to  upwards 
of  13,000  volumes.  Relatively  to  the  population  it  is  a 
larger  provision  of  books,  for  free  popular  use,  than  that 
Mrhich  obtains  in  its  great  neighbour  town,  Liverpool.  For 
Liverpool  contains  in  its  Free  Libraries  only  about  eighteen 
volumes  to  each  hundred  of  the  population ;  Birkenhead 
about  twenty 'f our y — which  is  very  nearly  identical  with  the 
provision  (so  calculated)  in  Manchester. 

The  annual  issues  from  the  small  Lending  Library  of 
Birkenhead  have  increased  from  an  aggregate  of  41,300 
volumes  in  1858  to  an  aggregate  of  61,121  volumes  in 
1867-8.  In  the  latter  year  there  were  also  10,285  issues 
from  a  Reference  collection  (containing  but  1500  volumes) 
which  was  added  about  the  year  1860.  On  the  whole, 
each  volume  in  the  Library  has  been  issued  six  times  over 
— taking  an  average — during  the  last  year.  "Evidence 
has  been  given,*'  say  the  Committee  in  one  of  their  Reports, 
"  that  the  Public  appreciate  the  numerous  advantages  that 
the  Library  and  Reading  Room  [which  is  also  well  supplied 
with  Newspapers]  are  capable  of  aflfording.^' 


§  4.  The  Free  Libraries  op  Sheffield. 

When  the  proposal  to  levy  a  Borough-rate  on  the  in- 
habitants of  Sheffield,  for  the  support  of  a  Free  Town 
Library,  was  first  taken  to  a  Poll,  the  '  Noes '  carried  the 
question,  by  a  majority  of  190.  This  was  in  1851.  When 
the  motion  was  renewed,  in  1853,  the  'Noes'  were  232, 
and  the  'Ayes'  838.  The  Library  was  established,  at 
first,  on  a  very  small  scale, — scarcely  exceeding  that  at 
Birkenhead, — but  it  soon  grew  to  a  respectable,  although 
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not,  for  many  years^  to  any  conspicuous  degree  of  public 
utility. 

The  following  Tables  will  show  the  book-issues  of  the 
early  years  of  working,  and  will  serve  as  a  basis  of  com- 
parison with  those  of  the  last  and  present  years.  At  the 
date  of  the  first  of  them  the  Lending  volumes  numbered 
6853  ;  the  Consulting  volumes,  1235. 


Sheffield  Consultzng  Librabt:    Retubks  of  Issues, 

1856-58  INCLUSIVE:— 

Class. 

Class. 

Class. 

Class. 

Class. 

Class. 

Class. 

Total 

HlSTOKT, 

&c. 

Abts,  be. 

Theology, 
&c. 

Politics. 

FosniT. 

Fiction. 

MiSCKIi- 
LANIIS. 

liMUKS. 

1857-58 

1,456 

3,836 

857 

36 

614 

774 

5,083 

12,656 

1856-57 

1,467 

3,084 

863 

61 

515 

792 

2,606 

9,388 

The  total  issues  from  the  Reference  Department,  it  will 
be  seen,  had  (in  1857-8)  increased  nearly  34  per  cent, 
above  those  of  the  preceding  year.  In  *  History'  (including 
Biography  and  Travels)  there  had  been  a  slight  decrease ; 
in  '  Arts  and  Sciences '  an  increase  of  24^  per  cent. ;  in 
*  Theology  and  Philosophy '  a  slight  decrease ;  in  'Politics* 
a  decrease  of  42  per  cent. ;  in  *  Poetry '  an  increase  of  19 
per  cent. ;  in  '  Fiction '  a  decrease  of  near  2^  per  cent. ; 
and  in  *  Miscellanies '  an  increase  of  95  per  cent. 

The  issues  from  the  Lending  Department  during  the 
same  year,  as  compared  with  the  issues  of  the  previous  year, 
"were  as  follows : — 


Class. 

Class. 

Class. 

Class. 

Class. 

Class. 

Class. 

Total 

HlSTOKT, 

&c. 

Abts,  &c. 

TUXOLOOT, 

&c. 

POUTICS. 

FOKTKT. 

FlCTlOH. 

MlSCRI^ 
LAMK9. 

IflSUKS. 

1857-58 

35,548 

11,187 

3,767 

1,262 

5,582 

39,905 

25,418 

122,449 

1856-57 

30,202    10,307 

3,681 

1,174 

5,861 

33,314 

20,743 

104,887 
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These  returns  show  an  increase  of  16|  per  cent,  in  the 
total  issues  from  the  Lending  Department ;  and,  of  these, 
17|  per  cent,  were  in  'History,  Biography,  and  Travels; ' 
6^  per  cent,  in  '  Arts  and  Sciences ; '  22^  per  cent,  in 
'Theology  and  Philosophy;'  7  per  cent,  in  'Politics;* 
19  per  cent,  in  'Fiction;'  and  22^  per  cent,  in  'Miscel- 
lanies.' 

The  additions  made  to  the  Library  during  that  year  con- 
sisted of  850  volumes  to  the  Lending  Department,  and  54 
volames  to  the  Reference  Department,  making  a  total  of 
904  volumes ;  824  of  which  were  purchased  by  the  Com- 
mittee, and  80  presented  by  various  donors.  These  are 
classed  as  below  : — 


Class. 

Class. 

Class. 

Class. 

Class. 

Class. 

Class. 

HirrosT, 

fcc. 

Akts,  kc. 

Theology. 
8m:. 

Politics. 

POKTET. 

Fiction 

MlSCEL- 

lanlu. 

Total. 

Bj  do- 
nation 

7 

9 

11 

6 

4 

17 

26 

80 

By  pur- 
chase. 

2^ 

98 

43 

13 

28 

185 

212 

824 

Tlie  cost  of  the  824  volumes  purchased  by  the  Committee 
was  £229  18s.  Id., or  nearly  5s.  7d.  per  volume.  This  average 
was  considerably  higher  than  the  average  of  those  purchased 
up  to  the  time  of  first  opening  the  Library.    The  diflFerence, 
say  the  Committee,  in  their  Report,  **  will  be  explained  by 
observing  the  large  proportion  of  new  works  added  during  Nature  and 
the  year  in  the  classes,  *  History,  Biography,  Voyages,  and  Purchases  at 
Travels,'  and  '  Arts  and  Sciences,'  and  by  bearing  in  mind 
that  in  establishing  the  Library  nearly   1100  volumes  of 
Jardine's  Naturalises  Library y  the  Edinburgh  Cabinet  Li- 
hrary^  Murray's  Family  Library ,  the  Library  of  Entertaining 
Knotcledge,  &c.,  w^ere  purchased,  at  a  general  average  of 
about  Is.  lOd.  per  volume." 
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The  total  number  of  volumes  which  were  in  the  Library, 
in  1859,  was  8088.  Of  these  6853  were  in  the  Lending 
Department,  and  1235  in  the  Reference  Department.  The 
whole  were  classed  as  follows  : — 


Class. 

HlSTOSY, 

8u:. 

2,467 

Class. 
Ajits.  &c. 

1,416 

Class. 

Thzologt, 
8k:. 

407 

Class. 
Politics. 

475 

Class. 

POSTBT. 

362 

Class. 
Ficnoir. 

1,328 

Class. 

MiSCELLA- 

NHS. 
1,633 

Total 
Issuics. 

8,088 

The  average  number  of  the  Male  readers  had  been,  in  the 
year  1859,about  130  daily ;  that  of  Female  readers  about  45. 
The  readers  using  the  Lending  Department  then  numbered 
11,700 ;  a  number  larger  by  45  per  cent,  than  the  number 
of  books  in  both  Departments.  The  [loss  of  books  during 
the  then  past  twelve  months,  in  both  Departments  col- 
lectively, had  been  21  volumes,  the  value  of  which  was 
computed  at  £1  17s. 

The  abstract  of  the  accounts  audited  under  the  Public 
Libraries'  Act,  showed  a  balance  on  the  1st  of  Septem- 
ber, 1858,  of  £490  15s.  5d.  to  the  credit  of  the  Library. 
This  balance  had  been,  at  the  date  of  the  Report  of  1859, 
reduced  to  £120  6s.  5d. 


The  total  issues  of  books  to  Readers  during  the  year 
1859  were  as  follows  : — From  the  Reference  Department, 
11,838  volumes ;  from  the  Lending  Department,  113,717 
volumes  ;  making  a  total  of  125,555  volumes. 


Issues  fbom  the  Sheffield  Rbfebence  Depabtment:  1859. 


1858-59 
1857-58 


Class, 

HiSTOftT, 

&c. 

1,182 
1,456 


Class. 
AsTs,  8tc. 

3,489 
3,836 


Class. 
Trkoloot. 

895 

857 


Class. 
Politics. 

62 
36 


Class. 

POITftT. 

625 
614 


Class. 
Fiction. 

767 

774 


Class. 

MlSCIL- 
LAWIKS. 

4,818 
5,083 


Total. 
Issuu. 

11,838 
12,656 
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These  figures  show  that  during  the  third  year  of  the 
working  of  the  Library  there  was  a  decrease^  as  compared 
with  1857-8,  of  6^  per  cent,  in  the  total  issues  from 
the  C!onsulting  Department.  The  decrease  in  'History, 
Biography,  and  Travels  "  was  nearly  19  per  cent. ;  that  in 

*  Arts  and  Sciences/  9  per  cent. ;  that  in  *  Fiction/  nearly 
1  per  cent. ;  and  that  in  *  Miscellanies '  nearly  5  J  per  cent. 
There  was  an  increase  in  '  Theology  and  Philosophy '  of 
above  4  per  cent. ;  in  '  Politics '  of  above  70  per  cent. ;  and 
in  '  Poetry '  of  above  1  f  per  cent.  It  appeared  that  of 
the  issues  from  the  Reference  Department,  about  10  per  cent. 
were  books  in  the  class  *  History,  Biography,  and  Travels/ 
29^  per  cent,  in  '  Arts  and  Sciences ; '  nearly  7§  per  cent. 
in   'Theology   and  Philosophy;'    above   ^   per  cent,   in 

*  Politics ; '  above  5  J  per  cent,  in  '  Poetry  ; '  nearly  6^  per 
cent,  in  '  Prose  Fiction ; '  and  nearly  40|  per  cent,  in 
'  Literary  Miscellanies.' 


Issues  fbom  the  Sheffield  Fbee  Lending  Libbabt, 

Yeab  1858-59. 


Class. 

HiSTOftT, 

flu:. 


1858.59  29,866 
1857-58'  35,548 


Class. 
ASTS,  fcc. 

10.045 
11.187 


Class. 

Thbolooi. 
8tc. 

3,586 
3,767 


Class. 
Politics. 

1,012 
1,262 


Class. 

POBTHT. 


Class. 
riCTion. 


4,732  I  40,766 
5,582  i  39,705 


Class. 

MiSCEL- 
LANIXS. 

23,710 
25,418 


Total. 
Issuss. 

113,717 
122,469 


The  additions  to  the  Library  during  the  year  1858-9 
amounted  to  1031  volumes ;  of  which  number  731  were 
acquired  by  purchase,  at  a  cost  of  £151  Is.  3d.,  or  an 
average  of  4s.  l^d.  per  volume;  180  volumes  (periodicals) 
at  a  cost  of  £49  14s.  7d.,  or  an  average  of  5s.  6Jd.  per 
volume  ;  53  volumes  by  presentation  from  private  donors  ; 
and  67  volumes  by  donation  from  the  Patents  OfBce.  Of 
the  whole,  thirty  volumes  were  placed  in  the  Reference 
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or  Consulting  Library,  and  1001  in  the  Lending  Library. 
The  classification  is  as  follows  : — 


Class. 

Class. 

Class. 

Class. 

Class. 

Class. 

Class. 

TVTAJ. 

History, 
&c. 

Arts, 
fco. 

Thxoloot, 
8k:. 

Politics. 

POXTST. 

FiCTioir. 

MlSCXL- 
LABIXB. 

Issues. 

By  purchase, 
incmding  Pe- 

riodicals 

204 

88 

21 

19 

63 

229 

287 

911 

By   donation, 

includiiig  Pa- 
tents    Office 

Publications 

18 

70 

5 

10 

5 

5 

7 

120 

The  total  number  of  volumes  in  both  Libraries,  at  the 
close  of  the  year  now  referred  to,  was  9,119;  classed  as 
follows : — 


Class. 

History, 
&c. 

2,689 

Class. 
Arts,  Suj. 

1,574 

Class. 
Thkolooy, 

433 

Class. 
Politics. 

504 

Class. 
Poktrt. 

430 

Class. 
l^cnoir. 

1,562 

Class. 

MlSCXLLA- 

iriis. 

1,927 

Total 
Ibsors. 

9,119 

Of  these,  1,265  volumes  were  in  the  Reference  Library, 
and  7,854  in  the  Lending  Library. 

There  had  been,  in  the  year  1858-9,  an  aggregate  of 
13,702  tickets  given  to  persons  desirous  to  use  the  Lending 
Library,  since  its  opening.  Of  these,  2,002  bad  been  issued 
during  that  year.  The  average  daily  number  of  Readers 
during  the  year  had  been  shghtly  in  excess  of  the  last  year's 
daily  average. 

The  loss  of  books  had  been  37  volumes,  valued  at 
£2  9s.  In  respect  of  some  of  these,  part  of  the  loss  was 
recovered. 

The  sale  of  Library  Catalogues  up  to  this  date  had 
produced  more  than  £40. 

On  the  whole  subject  of  the  working  of  the  Sheffield 
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Libraries,  the   Committee   thus    reported^    in    the    year  oeneni 

IQCQ  working  of 

lOOV: theSheflldd 

"Your  Committee  cannot  but  express  their  earnest  hope  Jj^^"^ 
that  a  consideration  of  the  great  advantages  which  the  Free 
Libraries  have  already  conferred  upon  the  inhabitants  of  this 
Borough,  and  the  desire  that  they  should  quickly  become 
institutions  in  every  way  worthy  of  this  rapidly  increas- 
ing community,  will  induce  the  Town  Council  to  levy 
regularly,  in  future,  for  the  service  of  the  Libraries,  the 
maadmum  rate  of  one  penny  in  the  pound." 

The  recent  issues  from  the  Sheffield  Libraries — both  Con- 
sulting and  Lending — show  a  considerable  increase.  But 
in  this  town  the  former  has  never  been  developed  in  any 
degree  which  at  all  corresponds  with  the  growth  of  similar 
institutions,  for  example,  in  Lancashire.  On  this  point 
there  appears,  on  the  pages  of  a  recent  Report,  an  allusion 
which  is  doubtless  significant :  "  Should  the  Town  Council," 
say  the  Committee,  in  their  Eleventh  Annual  Beporty  "  find 
the  progress  of  the  Reference  Library  too  slow,  there  is 
still  a  reserved  rating-power  of  one  farthing  in  the  pound." 
In  other  words,  the  Council,  as  yet,  have  levied  only  three- 
fourths  of  the  sum  which  the  law  empowers  them  to  levy  for 
the  support  of  their  Free  Libraries.  Yet  recent  events 
have  shown,  very  unmistakeably,  the  special  need  in  Shef- 
field of  the  utmost  exertion  in  every  path  of  educational 
endeavour  which  can  be  put  forth. 


Issues  of  Books  fbom  the  Sheffield  Libbabies,  1865-67. 

1 

From  the  Consulting  Library 
From  the  Lending  Library    . 

1865.66. 
Volumes. 

12,155 
134,307 

1866-67. 
Volumes. 

13,184 
149,389 

Total. 
Volumes. 

25,339 
283,696 

Aggregate  Issues,  1865-67    .        .     146,462     162,573 

1                 1 

309,035 

Recent  Is- 
sues from 
the  Sheffield 
Libraries, 
1865-67. 
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The  classification  of  these  issues  shows  a  result,  in  regard 
to  the  character  of  the  chief  demand  in  the  Consulting 
Library,  which  is  eminently  creditable. 


Claaiiflcatioii 
of  the  Isniefl 
1866^. 

CLA.88IFICATION    OF    ISSUES    FOB    THE    SHEFFIELD    FbBB 
CONSTJLTINa  LiBBABT,  1865-67. 

ConBuIting 
Lilinry. 

CIUSMI. 

I.  Theology  and  Philosophy 

n.  History 

III.  Politics  and  Commerce 

lY.  Sciences  and  Arts     .... 

V.  lit^tureaiidPoly-Cg^^^^j^^,.^^ 

e^l?^J'       •          (Miscftllames. 

1866-66. 

Yolumet. 

822 
1,881 

319 
3,287 

522 

861 
4,463 

1866^. 
Yolnmea. 

963 
2,103 

477 
3,283 

733 

817 
4,808 

Total  ov 
TwoYbasb. 

1,785 

3,984 

796 

6,570 

1 12,204 

Aggregate  Issnes  (from  Consulting  1 
Library)  in  two  years   .                ) 

12,155 

13,184 

25,339 

As  in  all  like  cases,  the  circulation  of  books  amongst 
borrowers  for  fireside  reading,  shows  a  large  predominance 
of  the  lighter  literature  of  the  day.  But  even  in  Sheffield 
it  is,  in  degree,  less  predominant,  by  far,  than  at  Liverpool. 
And  for  a  similar  reason,  no  doubt,  to  that  which  has  been 
shown  to  be  the  main  operative  cause  for  the  striking  con- 
trast which  obtains  between  the  classification  of  the  books 
which  are  in  chief  demand, — by  borrowers,  as  well  as  by 
readers  in  the  Reference  Library, — at  Manchester,  and  at 
Liverpool,  respectively. 
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C1.A88IFICAT10N  OF  Issues  fbom  thb  Sheffield  Fbee  Lendhtg 

LiBBABT,  1865-67. 


I.  Theology  and  Philosoplij 
n.  History     .... 
ill.  Politics  and  Commerce    . 
lY.  Sciences  and  Arts    . 

graphy:      .        .(_  Miscellanies . 


186$-M. 

Volume.. 

3,480 

26,367 

777 

10,592 

5,107 

61,315 

26,669 


^^f!i^^  ^Tn  i^^  ^^^  I '  134,307 
Liiorary;  in  two  years .  3  1 


1866-e7. 
Yolomes. 

4,064 

27,766 

895 

11,484 

4,729 
71,799 
28,652 


149,389 


Total  of 
Two  Yeabs. 


7,544 
54,133 

1,672 
22,076 


I 


198,271 


283,696 


ClaMifleation 
of  tbe  Iisoet 

1866-67. 
Lending 
Library. 


Finally,  the  aggregate  issues  from  doth  of  the  Sheffield 
Free  Libraries,  since  their  first  opening  to  the  Public,  in 
1856,  amount  to  1,496,869  vohimes,  and  may  be  classified 
thus : — 


Classification  of  Aoobbgate  Issues  fbom  Sheffield 

LiBBABiES,  1856-1867. 

Mt.  Volames. 

L  Theology  and  Philosophy 46,100 

n.  History 337,695 

m.  Politics  and  Commerce 11,240 

rV.  Science  and  Arts 154,495 

/-Poetry  .        .       57,808 ^ 
V.  Literature  and  Polygraphy  <  Prose  Fiction     558,449  >  947,339 

(  MisceUanies .     331,082  3 

Total  Aggregate  Issues,  1856-67    .        .        .  1,496,869 


ClMiiflcatum 
of  the  Aggre- 
gate Issnet 
from  Sheffield 
Librariee. 


The  issues  of  Theological  books  from  the  Consulting 
Library  were,  in  the  earliest  years  of  working,  about  6f 
per  cent,  of  the  aggregate  issues.  They  are  now  (1868) 
about  7^  per  cent.  Those  of  Scientific  and  Artistic  books 
were,  at  first,  31  per  cent.,  and  are  now  only  26  per  cent. 
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of  the  whole  issue.  Those  of  Political  books,  which  at  first 
were  scarcely  half  per  cent,  of  the  total,  are  now  3^ 
per  cent.  In  other  words,  they  have  multiplied  sevenfold. 
Those  in  Prose  Fiction  were  6^  per  cent.,  and  are  now  6  per 
cent.,  of  the  entire  issue.  The  issues  of  Historical  books 
were,  in  the  first  year  of  working,  but  13^  percent,  of  the 
aggregate  issues ;  they  are  now  16  per  cent,  of  the  same. 

In  the  Lending  department,  on  the  other  hand,  the  issues 
of  Historical  books  are  but  18^  per  cent,  of  the  aggregate 
issues,  whereas,  at  the  opening  they  were  24^  per  cent. ; 
whilst  the  relative  issues  of  works  of  Prose  Fiction  have  in- 
creased from  38  per  cent,  of  the  whole  to -48  per  cent. 

This  comparison  enhances  the  importance  of  a  point  to 
which  the  Library  Committee  at  Sheffield  requested  the 
attention  of  their  Town  Council  in  1 867.  There  are,  it  should 
be  premised,  two  Reading  Rooms  in  the  Chief  Library,  one 
of  which  is  appropriated  to  the  fairer  portion  of  the  town 
population. 

"  The  Reading  Room  for  women,"  say  the  Committee, 
— "  capable  of  accommodating  some  thirty-five  persons, — 
is  about  adequate  to  the  demands  made  upon  it.  The 
Reading  Room  .  .  .  used  by  men  is  far  too  small  for  the 
accommodation  of  those  seeking  its  advantages.  It  will  not 
accommodate  more  than  one  hundred  and  twenty  persons, 
and  during  the  evenings^  throughout  the  year^  it  is  craivdedto 
state  of  the  inconvefiience.  The  Reference  Library,  though  not  exten- 
Library  at  sivc,  coutams  mauy  rare  and  costly  works  not  accessible 
elsewhere  in  the  Borough.  It  appears  lamentable  to  your 
Committee,  that  those  who  desire  to  consult,  study,  or  copy 
from  them,  should  not  be  enabled  to  do  so  in  ease  and 
comfort.  If  the  establishment  of  'Branch  Lending 
Libraries,'  with  Reading  Rooms,  should  withdraw  from 


Sheffield. 
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the  Reading  Room  of  the  Central  Library  those  who  fre- 
quent it  only  for  the  purpose  of  reading  the  current 
periodicals,  some  slight  temporaryrelief  may  be  experienced. 
But,  as  the  Reference  Library  grows  in  value,  so  it  should 
grow  in  use.  Your  Committee  consider  it  neither  likely  nor 
desirable  that  here,  where  Inventors,  Designers,  Artists, 
and  Students,  or  all  classes,  meet  to  profit  by  works  out 
of  the  reach  of  ordinary  private  fortunes,  a  space  barely 
sufficient  to  accommodate  one  hundred  and  twenty  persons 
should  meet  the  requirements  of  the  large  and  rapidly  in- 
creasing population  of  the  Borough." 

This  careful  and  suggestive  Report  of  1867  was  drawn 
tip  by  Mr.  Alderman  Fisher,  Chairman  of  the  Library 
Committee,  and  a  Corporator  to  whose  energetic  exertion 
the  institution  has  been  deeply  indebted.  He  has  always 
taken  a  strong  interest  in  its  prosperity  and  growth,  and — 
as  the  quotations  above  will  serve  to  show — he  takes  a  view 
of  the  true  scope  and  purpose  of  the  *  Libraries  Act ' 
which  is  in  strictest  harmony  with  the  aims  and  intentions  of 
its  framers  and  promoters. 

At  Sheffield,  as  at  Manchester,  the  present  Principal 
Librarian  has  ably  seconded  the  exertions  of  an  energetic 
Chairman.  Mr.  Walter  Parson  son  has  managed  the 
Sheffield  Free  Libraries  from  their  formation,  and  has  won 
the  respect  both  of  their  frequenters  and  of  the  Town 
Council  which  has  the  government  of  them ;  and  he  has 
prepared  a  serviceable  Catalogue  of  both  Libraries. 

The  Library  Building  at  Sheffield  was  purchased  with  The  attempt 
a  loan,  effected  on  security  of  the  rate.     The  Library,  and  lJc~?^^ 
all  that  belongs  to  it,  have  had  at  Sheffield — as,  in  early  cSgat 
years,  at  Manchester — to  struggle  with  thinly-veiled  dis-  ^^^ni^. 
hkes,  and   with  grudging  '  economies,'    falsely  so  called. 
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The  malcontents,  unable  to  make  head  openly  against  the 
principle  of  the  Act  (to  which,  in  the  Town  Council,  they 
had  given  effect  half-heartedly  and  reluctantly),  have  not, 
indeed,  ventured,  as  yet,  to  call  for  a  return  of  the  '  pecu- 
niary resources'  of  the  readers  and  borrowers  of  books. 
But  they  have  done  something  more  ingenious  still.  They 
have  tried  to  wrest  a  part  of  the  product  of  the  Library 
Rate  from  its  true  purpose,  by  appropriating  it  to  the  re- 
duction, indirectly,  of  the  ordinary  expenditure  and  ordinary 
liabilities  of  the  Corporation.  The  following  passage  from 
Mr.  Alderman  Fisher's  excellent  Report  of  1867  will  ex- 
plain this  clever  invention  very  sufficiently : — 

'*  Your  Committee  report  that  the  balance  in  the  hands 
of  the  Treasurer  of  the  Borough,  applicable  to  the  purposes 
of  the  Free  Library,  which,  on  the  1st  September,  1866, 
amoimted  to  £2,431  19s.  4d.,  has  been  reduced  to  the 
sura  of  £741  16s.  Id.,  chiefly  by  the  repayment  to  the 
Superannuation  Fund  of  £2,000  in  reduction  of  the  loan 
effected  to  purchase  the  Free  Library  Building.  Your 
Committee  would  remind  the  Town  Council  that  hitherto 
that  building  has  been  treated,  financially,  as  belonging  to 
the  Free  Library.  The  rents  of  the  Lecture  Hall  have  been 
paid  to  the  Library  Account,  whilst  the  rates  and  taxes  on 
the  building,  the  Interest  of  the  borrowed  money,  and  part 
of  the  principal  sum,  have  been  paid  out  of  the  Library  Fund. 
Your  Committee  cannot  conclude  this  Report  without  ex- 
pressing deep  regret  at  a  resolution  of  the  Council  to  divert 
from  the  purposes  of  the  Free  Library  so  large  a  portion  of 
the  building  which  contains  it,  as  is  intended  to  be  devoted  to 
the  use  of  the  Town  Council ;  inasmuch  as  the  building  was 
purchased,  under  the  sanction  of  the  Home  Secretary,  with 
special  reference  to  the  wants  of  the  Free  Library.  It  has 
been  partly  paid  for  out  of  the  rate  imposed  upon  the 
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citizens  for  Free  Library  purposes,  and,  in  the  judgment  of 
your  Committee,  the  whole  is  necessary  for  the  fair  develop- 
ment of  one  of  the  most  useful  Institutions  in  the  town."* 


§  5.  The  Free  Public  Libraries  of  Birmingham. 

The  history  of  the  operation  of  the  '  Libraries  Act  *  at 
Birmingham  resembles  the  like  history  at  Sheffield,  in  this 
one  particular :  the  vote  of  the  Burgesses  which  resulted  in 
the  adoption  of  the  Act,  in  1860,  had  been  preceded  by  a 
poll  of  Burgesses,  in  which  the  same  proposition  had  pre- 
viously been  negatived.  In  1852  there  was  a  decision 
against  the  motion  to  introduce  the  Act  into  the  Borough. 
In  1860  more  than  two- thirds  of  those  who  attended  the 
public  meeting,  convened  by  the  Mayor,  applauded  the  pro- 
posal with  hearty  good  will.  In  the  interval  the  question 
had  been  well  ventilated. 

There  is  a  further  resemblance,  in  the  cases  of  these  two 
towns,  so  far  as  respects  the  striking  success  of  the  Libraries 
established  under  the  Act.  But  there  is  no  resemblance) 
whatever,  in  regard  to  that  grudging  spirit  of  niggardliness 
which  has  ventured  to  show  itself  in  the  doings  of  the  Shef- 
field Council.  At  Birmingham,  the  Town  Council  has  done 
itself  honour  by  adding  a  generous  zeal  to  a  wise  prudence, 
in  working  out  of  the  purposes  of  the  '  Libraries  Act.' 

The  first  Free  Library  at  Birmingham  was  opened  to  the  Formation  of 
Public  in  April,  1861.     It  began  on  a  very  modest  scale;  Library  at 
containing,  at  that  date,  but  3,915  volumes.     Four  years    "^"'"^ 
later  the  collection  had  nearly  tripled.     After  other  four 
years,  it  had  increased  more  than  twelvefold.     The  3,915 

*  Borough  of  Sheffield :  Eleventh  Annual  Report  of  {he  Committee  of  the 
Free  Public  Library  (28  October,  1867,)  p.  11. 
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volumes  have  now  become  more  than  50,000  volumes.  In 
addition  to  a  Central  Lending  Library,  and  a  Consulting 
or  Reference  Department,  built  and  furnished  at  a  cost  of 
more  than  £20,000,  four  several  Branch  Lending  Libraries 
have  been  established,  in  localities  so  situated  as  to  carry 
the  advantages  of  the  Act  to  every  district,  and  to  every 
class  of  the  population.  These  Lending  Libraries  now 
contain  more  than  29,000  volumes,  in  the  aggregate.  The 
total  contents  of  all  the  Birmingham  Pree  Libraries  exceeds 
50,000  volumes,  although,  as  yet,  less  than  eight  years 
have  passed  since  the  opening  of  the  first  of  them. 

Possibly,  the  rapid  formation  and  increase  of  the  branch 
libraries  may  have  checked  the  thoroughly  efficient  de- 
velopment of  the  Central  Consulting  Library ;  but  they  have 
been  formed  in  compliance  with  urgent  demands  from  the 
townsfolk.  Birmingham  is  a  town  of  rapid  growth.  Its 
population  is  eager  to  profit  by  the  rate-supported  Libraries. 
And  there  exists,  naturally  enough,  a  certain  jealousy  in  the 
inhabitants  of  the  less  central  wards  of  the  town,  until,  by 
due  pressure  on  their  representatives  in  the  Council,  they 
too  get  books  brought  within  easy  distances  of  their  own 
doors. 

The  tables  which  follow  show  both  the  present  compo- 
sition of  the  several  Free  Libraries  which  have  thus  been 
established  within  the  Borough  of  Birmingham,  and  the 
classified  Issues  of  Books  from  each  of  them,  during  the 
year  1866-7, — the  sixth  year  since  the  opening  to  the 
Public  of  the  first  Pree  Library  in  this  district : — 
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L  NUMBBB  OF  YOLUMES   IN   THE   BlBHINQHAM  FbEB  LiBBABIES. 

• 

Thzoloox 

HlSTOEY, 

Biogra- 

Law, 
Politics, 

Abts 

LlTXKA- 

JUVKlf- 

AivD  Phi- 

phy, VOY- 

AND 

AND 

TVKK  AND 

ILZ 

A  OGEE- 

losophy. 

AOrS,  AND 
TXAVXLS. 

Com- 

MBRCS. 

Sciences. 

rOLY- 
GEAPHY. 

BOOES. 

GATE. 

Scferanoe  Libmr J 

1,884 

6,623 

3,472 

3,982 

6,187 

21,148 

Centnd  Len^ng 

librmry    . 

333 

2,315 

94 

756 

7,866 

298 

11,662 

CoMtitotion  Hill 

• 

BnnchLendiiig 

lAbmy    . 
DerHend  Branch 

112 

1,900 

117 

724 

8,920 

6,773 

1   hm^ng       Li- 

brary 

137 

1,455 

39 

272 

2,495 

43 

4^441 

Qorta       Green 

Bruch  Lending 

LSbrary    . 

248 

975 

36 

385 

2,203 

115 

3,962 

Adderley    Pftrk 

Bnoch  Lending 

library    . 

148 

465 

22 

128 

1,551 

2,314 

Totals  . 

2,862 

12,733 

3,780 

6,247 

24,222 

456 

50,300 

Numbertnd 
Claaiiflcatioii 
of  the  Books 
in  each  of  the 
Binoingluun 

Ties,Jauiuu7, 
1889. 


II.  GlABSIFICATION  OF  THB  ISSUES  OV  BoOKS  fSOH  THB 

BiBMINOHAM  FbEE   LiBBABIES, 

1868. 

1 

Theology 

Law, 
Politics, 

Arts 

Litera- 

Juven- 

Aggre- 

AND Phi- 

HlSTOBY. 

AND 

AND 

ture  AND 

POLY- 

GRAPHY. 

ile 

gate 

losophy. 

Com- 
merce. 

Sciences. 

BooEs. 

Issues. 

Reference  Library 

4,472 

9,425 

7,737 

7,976 

15,023 

44,633 

Central   Lending 

Library    . 

2,581 

15,738 

477 

5,680 

124,911 

7,146 

156,533 

Constitation  Hill 

Branch  Lending 

Library    . 
Deritend  Branch 

352 

4,802 

170 

1,100 

34,440 

40,864 

Lending        Li- 

brary 

1,082 

7,874 

198 

1,666 

45,098 

1,716 

57,633 

Adderley    Park 

Branch  Lending 

Totals  . 

87 

762 

54 

107 

6,104 

7,104 

8,574 

38,691 

8,636 

16,529 

225,676 

8,861 

306,767 

Claniflcation 
of  the  lisnes 
from  the 
Birmingham 
fVeeLihra- 
riei. 


These  issues  fully  justify  both  the  anticipations  of  the 
founders  of   the  Birmingham   Libraries,    and    the    great 


142  CHARACTER  OF  THE  BIRMINGHAM  LIBRARIES  AND 

liberality  which  the  Town  Council  has  evinced  in  their 
administration  and  enlargement. 

In  regard  to  the  Consulting  Department,  more  especially, 
Birmingham  presents  points  both  of  resemblance  and  of 
contrast,  with  the  kindred  institutions  at  Liverpool.  In 
both  towns  very  valuable  and  ver)'  costly  books  are  liberally 
provided  for  Readers  within  the  building.  In  the  range 
and'  scope  of  their  best  contents  these  Consulting  Libraries 
have  much  in  common.  In  both  of  them  standard  books, 
and  especially  standard  foreign  books,  would  be  found, 
which  would  be  sought  for,  vainly,  at  Manchester.  But  in 
one  point  the  management  at  Birmingham  contrasts  strongly 
with  that  which  obtains  at  Liverpool: — ^there  is  a  very 
slender  provision  of  ordinary  novels  and  tales. 

On  this  interesting  point  of  detail  the  following  passage 
occurs  in  the  Birmingham  Report — ably  drawn  up  by  Mr. 
J.  D.  MuLLiNS,  the  Principal  Librarian — for  the  year  1867. 
It  is  terse,  and  needs  no  comment.  "  Withdrawals  from  the 
Reference  Library ;  chiefly  [in  books  of  Prose]  Fiction 
which  it  was  found  desirable  to  send  to  the  Lending  Libraries^ 
•  Mniiini,  491  volumes.*'* 

Sixth  Anntial 

Brport,p.9.  At  Manchester,  the  provision  (within  the  Consulting 
Library)  of  the  lighter  literature  of  the  day,  has  always 
maintained  that  character  of  contrast  with  the  Liverpool 
practice,  in  the  like  particular,  of  which  I  have  spoken  on  a 
preceding  page,  and  I  hope  the  matter  will  so  continue. 
But,  as  regards  the  Lending  Libraries — both  Central  and 
Branches — a  liberal  provision  of  good  Prose  Fiction  con- 
tinues to  be  made,  just  as  it  was  made  by  the  Founders, 
prior  to  the  transfer  of  the  Free  Libraries  to  the  custody  of 
the  Corporation. 

In  the  summer  of  1867  the  point  came  under  the  imme- 
diate notice  of  the  Manchester  Council ;    and  there  was  a 
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small  debate  on  the  topic  of  popular  light  literature. 
That  discussion  led,  in  the  July  of  the  same  year,  to 
a  report  (from  the  pen  of  the  Chairman  of  the  Library 
Committee,  Mr.  Bakkr)  which  the  readers  of  these 
pages  will,  I  think,  find  to  be  worthy  of  perusal.  It 
runs  thus : — 

"The  character  of  the  light  literature  in  the  Free  Libraries  8p«aai  Re- 

port  on  l^hf 

having  been  spoken  of  unfavourably  at  a  recent  meeting  of  Beading  at 
the  Council,  by  a  member  of  your  Committee,  it  has  been 
deemed  desirable  to  present  a  report  to  the  Council  on  the 
subject,  and  which  report  your  Committee  ventures  to  think 
will  be  quite  satisfactory.  As  expenders  of  money  con- 
tributed by  Ratepayers  of  different  grades  and  opinions,  and 
of  various  acquirements  in  education,  the  responsibility  of 
selection  is  great,  and  we  infer  that  your  Committee  are 
required  to  aim  at  the  most  general  provision  of  lite- 
rature consistent  with  pure  taste  and  a  moral  tone; — 
the  province  of  a  public  representative  body  seeming 
to  be  that  of  providing  liberally  for  all  proper  demands, 
while  refraining  from  all  restrictions  not  absolutely 
imperative. 

"  We  believe  that  this  is  the  spirit  in  which  your  Com- 
mittee have  selected  books  for  the  Lending  Library  and  its 
Branches,  and  as  the  demand  for  what  is  called  'Light 
Literature*  is  in  excess  of  that  for  any  other  class  of  books, 
it  has  been  necessary  from  time  to  time  to  make  large  piu*- 
chases  of  books  of  that  character ;  as  well  as  of  new  popular 
books  on  Biography,  Travels,  and  general  literature,  in 
order  to  maintain  the  interest  of  an  increasing  and  improving 
body  of  readers. 

"  In  these  purchases  your  Committee  have  kept  in  view 
the  duty  of  judicious  selection,  avoiding  what  could  fairly 
be  termed  '  trash,'  and  a  too  nice  preference  for  such  book* 
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only  as  would  suit  a  highly  cultured  class  of  readers.  The 
proof  of  this  may  easily  be  established,  by  members  of  the 
Council  generally,  if  they  inspect  the  Libraries  and  their 
operations.  Such  an  inspection  would  no  doubt  afford 
much  gratification  to  your  Committee,  and  in  conjunction 
with  a  careful  examination  of  the  respective  Catalogues, 
would  show  that  the  Libraries  are  most  creditable  to  the 
Corporation. 

''An  abstract  of  the  operations  of  the  Rochdale  Road 
Branch  for  the  month  of  May  last  has  been  laid  before  your 
Committee,  and,  taking  it  as  an  epitome  of  the  more  exten- 
sive issues  of  books  from  Camp  Field  and  other  Branches, 
we  fail  to  discover  any  reason  for  disparaging  comment. 
In  that  month,  at  Rochdale  Road,  5,246  volumes  were 
issued.  Of  these,  4,249  volumes  consisted  of  poetry, 
magazines,  and  novels.  We  do  not  find  in  the  list  of  issues 
one  work  that  could  be  termed  objectionable ;  while  we  have 
the  gratification  to  perceive  that  the  best  writers  are  chiefly 
in  request,  for  in  poetry  Shakespeare  is  most  popular ;  of  the 
magazines,  '  Once  a  Week*  'Chambers's  Journal,*  and  *  The 
Leisure  Hour*  are  most  issued;  and  of  novelists,  Sir 
Walter  Scott  and  Dickens  are  in  greatest  demand.  Your 
Committee  desire  to  carry  on  the  management  of  the  Free 
Library  on  the  broadest  and  most  comprehensive  principles, 
for  the  benefit  of  the  partially  instructed  and  industrial 
classes,  equally  with  those  more  fully  educated ;  that  advan- 
tage may  accrue  to  the  whole  community,** 
B^diT  in  ^^  ^^®  statements  made  in  this  interesting  paper  be  com- 
theFrce       pared  with  those  which  occur  in  Mr.  Mullins'  report  on 

Libraries.         *  ,  ,  * 

the  working  of  the  Birmingham  Libraries,  the  argument 
of  the  Manchester  Committee  will,  in  some  degree,  be  con- 
firmed. But  there  will  also  result  from  the  comparison 
this  important  fact :  In  proportion  as  all  the  Free  Libraries 
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— Lending  as  well  as  Consulting  Libraries — are  made  to 
fulfil  their  true  work,  by  being  made  serviceable  in  their 
due  measure  to  every  class  of  the  population,  without  ex- 
ception, the  character  of  the  reading  will  be  raised.  At 
Birmingham  this  result  has  already  been  attained  in  a  some- 
what larger  degree,  I  believe,  than  elsewhere.  And  it 
reflects  honoiu*  both  on  the  Committee  (a  mixed  Com- 
mittee, including  Clergy  and  men  of  letters,  as  well  as 
members  of  the  Town  Council)  and  on  their  Managing 
Librarian. 

In  the  use  and  frequentation  of  the  Consulting  Library 
at  Birmingham  the  mixture  of  classes  is  especially  con- 
spicuous. Of  some  30,500  readers  of  books,  during  1867, 
3,103  belong  to  the  professional  classes  of  society  (viz., 
Clergy,  Dissenting  Ministers,  Physicians,  Surgeons,  Solici- 
tors, Artists,  and  Literary  Men),  whilst  3,638  are  persons 
not  dependent  on  any  trade  or  occupation ;  so  that  a  large 
proportion  of  that  additional  number  may  be  taken  to 
rank  in  point  of  education  with  the  professional  classes. 
How  does  this  fact  tell  on  the  library  statistics  of  the 
year? 

Mr.  MuLLiNs^  Report,  for  1867,  thus  answers  the  ques- 
tion :  "  Among  the  works  most  in  request"  [by  Borrowers 
fix)m  the  Lending  Libraries  as  well  as  by  Readers  in  the 
Consulting  Library]  "  are  the  following : — 

"Alford's  Greek  Testament ;  Colenso's  Pentateuch;  Ecce  work. in 
Homo;    the  Commentaries  of  Clarke,  Henry,  and  Scott;  SuieB^- 
the  Bampton  Lectures ;  Clark's  Foreign  Tlieological  Library;  Jl^SlJJ^. 
Smith's   Dictionary  of  the  Bible ;    Cobbett's   Protestant  i.  comuLx- 
Re/ormation  ;  Noel's  Church  and  State.  ^ifx"^^' 

"Johnston's  and  M*Culloch's  Gazetteers;  Johnston's 
Boyal  and  Physical  Atlases;     Phillips'  Classical  Atlas; 

10 
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Arrowsmith^s   London  Atlas ;    Despatch    Atlas ;    Cook's 
Voyages. 

"Alison*s  Europe;  Beauties  of  England  and  Wales;  Lysons* 
Magna  Britannia  \  Publications  of  the  Camden  and  Chet- 
ham  Societies ;  Froude^s,  Hume's,  Knight's,  and  Macaulay's 
Histories  of  England;  Lamartine's  French  Revolution; 
Wright's  France;  RusselPs  Crimean  War;  Wilkinson's 
Egypt;  Baker's  Nile  Basin;  Livingstone's  South  Africa 
and  Zambesi;  Howitt's  Australia;  Hursthouse's  New 
Zealand;  Dixon's  Neio  America. 

"Dickens'Zj/!?  of  Grimaldi ;  Carlyle's  Speeches  and  Letters 
of  Cromwell ;  D'Aubign^'s  Vindication  of  Cromwell;  Bos- 
well's  Johnson  ;  Smiles'  Lives  of  Boulton  and  Watt ;  Lives 
of  Stephenson  and  other  Engineers ;  Rose's  and  the  Imperial 
Dictionaries  of  Biography. 

"Nichol's  Astronomy ;  Loudon's  Works  on  Botany ;  Lyell's 
and  Murchison's  Works  on  Geology ;  Blaine's  Rural  Sports ; 
Wood's  Natural  History. 

"  Raskin's  Elements  of  Drawing ;  Jones'  Grammar  of  Or- 
nament ;  Britton's  Architectural  and  Cathedral  Antiquities ; 
Pugin's  Ornament;  Jeffery's  Costume;  Fairbairn's  Crests; 
Burke  s  Heraldry ;  GmWim's  Heraldry ;  ScotVs  Engineers* 
Assistant;  Newland's  Carventry ;  Birmingham  and  Midland 
Hardware  District. 

''Blackstone's  Latos  of  England;  Cooke's  History  of  Party; 
Creasy 's  English  Constitution;  The  Statutes;  The  Census 
Tables. 

'' Encyclopadia  Britannica ;  Encycloprndia  Metropolitana ; 
Johnson's,  Webster's,  and  Worcester's  Dictionaries.     The 
I  So  in       Boems  of  Byron, Cook,^  Hood,  Longfellow,  Moore; Tennyson; 
*^  ^^     Anderson's,  Johnson  and  Chalmers*,  and  Nichol's  Collections 
of  British  Poets.    Shakespeare's  Plays,  and  Works  in  illus- 
tration  of  them.      The  Works  comprised  in   Constables 
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Miscellany,  Family  Library y  Lardnei-'s  Cyclopadia,  and 
especially  in  Weale's  Rudimentary  and  Educational  Series, 
The  Miscellaneous  Works  of  Carlyle,  De  Foe,  De  Quincey, 
Disraeli,  Macaulay,  Mill,  Whateley ;  English  Translations 
of  the  Latin  and  Greek  Classics ;  and  the  bound  volumes 
of  the  Reviews  and  Periodicals. 

"  Tabor's  Teaching ;  Life  in  Heaven  ;  Meet  for  Heaven  ;  ^^  !*"»'«• 
LandePs  Woman s  Sphere ;  Gesner's  Death  of  Abel;  mhw. 
Recreations  of  a  Country  Parson ;  Hillaus'  Our  Friends  in 
Heaven  ;  Bellew's  Christ  in  Life,  Life  in  Christ ;  Burton's 
World  after  the  Flood ;  Davies*  Estimate  of  the  Huinan 
Mind;  Bailey's  Essays  on  Truth ;  Vidal's  Jesus,  God  and 
Man  ;  Guthrie's  Way  to  Life ;  Guthrie's  Sjjealdny  to  the 
Heart. 

"Chambers's  History  of  the  Rebellion,  1745-6  ;  Beste's 
The  Wabash ;  Davis's  The  Chinese ;  The  Knights  of  the 
Frozen  Sea;  Du  Chaillu's  Equatorial  Africa;  Dickens' 
American  Notes ;  Major  Shakspeare's  Wild  Sports;  Dickens' 
Life  of  Grimaldi ;  Levinge's  Echoes  from  the  Backwoods; 
Thompson's  History  of  England;  Hardman's  Central 
America ;  Boyle's  Adventures  among  the  Dyaks  of  Borneo  i 
Sir  J.  E.  Alexander's  Life  of  the  Duke  of  Wellington; 
MacGregor's  One  Thousand  Miles  in  the  Rob  Roy  Canoe ; 
Livingstone's  Expedition  to  the  Zambesi ;  Great  Battles  of 
the  British  Army ;  Livingstone's  Travels ;  Carlyle's  French 
Revolution;  Napier's  Peninsular  War ;  Dickens'  Pictures 
from  Italy. 

**  Mayhew's  London  Labour  and  the  London  Poor;  Mill's 
Political  Economy;  Holdsworth's  Law  of  Wills;  Smith's 
Wealth  of  Nations;  Mill's  Liberty;  Carlyle's  Chartism, 
Past  and  Present ;  Carlyle's  Sartor  Resartus,  and  Heroes 
and  Hero-  Worship  ;   Some  Habits  of  the  Working  Classes  ; 
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Blight's  Speeches  on  Reform ;  Army  Misrule ;  Gladstone's 
Speeches  on  Beform. 

^^YiimmL^  Phonoffraphy ;  Griffin's  Chemical  Recreations  ; 
Brown's  Book  of  Butterflies ;  Wilson's  Electricity ;  Tait's 
Electricity ;  Brewster's  Natural  Magic;  Jardine's  Orni- 
thology ;  Hullah's  Budiments  of  Music  ;  Turle  and  Taylor's 
Singing  at  Sight ;  Lardner's  Common  Things  Explained; 
Beeton's  Household  Management ;  Lardner's  Electric  Tele- 
graph ;  Geological  Excursions  in  the  Isle  of  Wight. 

"  Percy's  Beliques  of  Ancient  Poetry ;  Spenser's  Faerie 
Queen ;  Cervantes'  Don  Quixote ;  Selections  from  Tennyson; 
Wood's  77ie  Channings ;  Braddon's  Eleanors  Victory ; 
Wood's  Lord  Oakburn's  Daughters ;  Lytton's  What  toill  he 
do  with  it? ;  Longfellow's  Poetical  Works;  Thackeray's 
Vanity  Fair;  Thackeray's  Newcomes;  Dickens'  Great 
Expectations ;  Dickens'  Our  Mutual  Friend;  Routledge's 
Hodge  Podge ;  Hughes'  Tom  BrowrCs  School  Days ;  Trol- 
lope's  Can  you  Forgive  Her?  ;  Leisure  Hour ;  Once  a  Week; 
Good  Words;  Chambers  Journal;  All  the  Year  Round; 
Sunday  at  Home. 

'*  Brock's  Margarets  Secret ;  Adam's  Indian  Boy ;  Hall's 
TJnion  Jack;  Andersen's  Silver  Shilling ;  Lemon's  Tom 
Moody  s  Tales ;  Happy  Stories  for  Happy  Hearts ; 
Mcintosh's  Evenings  at  Donaldson  Manor;  Dickens*  A 
Child's  History  of  England;  Routledge's  Handbook  of 
Cricket;  The  Bible  Hour ;  Howitt's  The  Two  Appren^ 
ticesJ' 
NmRoomi  In  auotlicr  particular,  the  experience  of  the  Birmingham 
ham  and  Frcc  Libraries  agrees,  on  the  one  hand,  with  that  of  the 
Libraries  of  Manchester,  and  contrasts,  on  the  other  hand, 
with  the  methods  which  have  been  followed  in  working 
those  of  Liverpool.  The  Birmingham  News  Rooms  have 
been  eminently  useful  and  successful. 


Manchester. 
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The  general  experience,  in  fact,  of  aU  the  institutions 
which  have  been  established,  under  one  or  other  of  the 
Libraries'  Acts,  confirms  the  wisdom  of  Parliament  in  per- 
mitting— advisedly,  and  after  discussion — ^the  maintenance 
of  News  Rooms  in  combination  with  Free  Libraries.  In- 
trinsically, both  of  them  are  public  educators.  Incidentally, 
the  existence  and  the  good  furnishing  of  Public  News  Rooms 
check  frivolous  resort  to,  and  occasional  needless  crowding 
of,  the  principal  Reading  Room,  by  faciUtating  a  practical 
and  unobjectionable  classification  of  readers.  For  along  with 
the  supply  of  newspapers  there  is  naturally  a  supply  also  of 
amusing  periodicals,  which  are  read,  in  the  News  Room,  by 
those  who  do  not  as  yet  care  for  higher  reading.  There 
will  also  be,  under  wise  management,  a  provision  of  the  best 
periodicals,  both  literary  and  scientific — and  as  well  foreign 
as  British — so  that  the  usual  reader  of  merely  entertaining 
magazines  may  occasionally  be  tempted  to  examine  (at  the 
same  table)  something  better  and  deeper ;  may,  now  and 
then,  find  inclination  to  invigorate  his  mind  as  well  as  to 
amuse  it.  At  Birmingham,  a  reader  will  find  on  the  tables 
the  JRevue  des  deux  Mondes,  as  well  as  Punch,  He  may 
turn,  at  pleasure,  from  the  pages  of  The  Leisure  Hour  to 
those  of  the  Philosophical  Transactions,  By-and-bye, 
Liverpool  will  have  to  follow  the  example  of  Birmingham  ; 
where  at  times  (during  1868),  some  four  thousands  of 
readers  have  profited  by  wholesome  reading,  in  a  single  day; 
altogether  apart  from,  and  exclusive  of,  the  daily  thousands 
of  readers  and  borrowers  from  the  various  Libraries  sup- 
ported out  of  the  penny  rate. 

Another  question,  and  one  of  some  magnitude,  claims  TheBmninr 
attention,  in  regard  to  Birmingham.     It  is  not  yet  ripe  for  ^^ 
decision ;  but  it  is  gradually — there  as  elsewhere — coming  ^**'*^- 
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into  view.  Would  it  be  expedient  to  unite  the  Central 
Free  Library  with  the  older  Subscription  Library  of  the 
Town? 

'  The  Birmingham  Library  * — to  use  its  familiar  and 
once  distinctive  title — was  founded  in  1779.  It  did  good 
work  in  its  day,  although  it  has  more  than  once  narrowly 
escaped  extinction — by  famine.  The  want  being  a  lack  of 
readers,  not  of  books. 

Ninety  years  ago,  Birmingham  depended  for  its  main 
supply  of  reading  upon  two  or  three  small  circulating 
libraries,  the  oldest  of  which  had  been  founded  (in  1750)  by 
a  man  of  some  local  fame  in  his  time — ^William  Hutton, 
author  of  a  History  of  the  Roman  WaU^  long  superseded 
by  better  books. 

Two  years  after  the  foundation  of  the  *  Birmingham 
Library '  a  curious  advertisement  about  it  was  inserted  in 
the  local  newspapers.  "  Birmingham  Library. — A  general 
meeting  of  the  Subscribers  to  this  institution  is  appointed  to 
be  held  on  Wednesday,  the  13th  of  June,  at  the  Castle  Inn, 
in  Higli  Street,  at  three  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  when  every 
subscriber  is  desired  to  attend,  to  consider  of  some  laws  rela- 
'tive  to  the  government  of  the  society.  This  Library  is  formed 
upon  the  plan  of  one  that  was  first  established  at  Liverpool, 
and  which  has  been  adopted  at  Manchester,  Leeds,  and 
many  other  considerable  towns  in  this  kingdom.  The  books 
are  never  to  be  sold  or  distributed ;  and,  from  the  nature  of 
the  institution,  the  Library  must  increase  till  it  contains  all 
the  most  valuable  publications  in  the  English  language; 
and,  from  the  easy  terms  of  admission  (viz.,  one  guinea  for 
entrance,  and  six  shillings  annually),  it  will  be  a  treasure  of 
knowledge  both  to  the  present  and  succeeding  ages.  As 
all  books  are  bought  by  a  Committee,  of  persons  annually 
chosen  by  a  majority  of  the  Subscribers,  and  every  vote  is 
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by  ballot,  this  institution  can  never  answer  the  purpose  of 
any  party,  civil  or  religious,  but,  on  the  contrary,  may  be 
expected  to  promote  a  spirit  of  liberality  and  friendship 
among  all  classes  of  men  without  distinction.  The  Library 
in  this  town  is  at  present  in  its  very  infancy,  but  it  already 
contains  a  valuable  collection  of  books,  catalogues  of  which 
may  always  be  seen  at  Messrs.  Pearson  and  RoUason's ; 
and  when  the  Library  Room  (which  is  already  engaged  in 
the  most  central  part  of  the  town)  shall  be  opened  for  the 
reception  of  it,  and  the  constant  accommodation  of  all  the 
subscribers,  the  advantages  arising  from  the  institution  will 
be  greatly  increased."^  » Lanffoni. 

A  Centnry  of 
Birmingkmm 

About  this  time,  Dr.  Joseph  Priestley  came  to  reside  in 
Birmingham.  The  infant  library  soon  attracted  a  large 
share  of  his  attention.  In  1782  it  still  contained  only  about 
500  volumes — a  curiously  contrasting  figure  when  placed 
beside  the  figures  which  denote  the  present  annual  growth 
of  our  Free  Libraries.  Even  seven  years  after  its  establish- 
ment (1786),  the  number  of  volumes  had  but  increased  to 
1600.  Then  came  a  '  battle  of  the  books,'  which  was  waged 
with  the  fierceness  which  too  usually  characterises  con- 
tests of  opinion,  and  especially  of  opinions  respecting 
Religion. 

It  was  proposed,  in  1787,  to  exclude  from  the  shelves 
"publications  on  Polemical  Divinity."  Priestley  (ever 
more  eminent  as  a  controversialist  on  the  unorthodox  side 
of  theological  strife  than  as  a  man  of  science,  considerable 
as  were  also  his  acquirements  in  that  path)  naturally  took 
the  opposite  view.  Polemics  were  to  him  as  the  air  in  which 
he  breathed  most  freely.  But  the  majority  of  the  Sub- 
scriber adopted  the  view  that  to  exclude  controversial  books 
would  tend  to  benefit  their  Institution.     In  1793  the  col- 
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lection  had  grown  to  nearly  5,000  volumes.  A  separate 
medical  library  was  added  to  it  by  subscription ;  and  a  new 
Library  building  was  soon  afterwards  erected  on  the  Ton- 
tine principle, — then  in  great  vogue.  The  fabric  cost 
£905,  and  the  expense  was  defrayed  by  five-pound  Tontine 
shares.  Eventually  about  65,000  volumes  were  collected. 
But,  at  the  date  of  the  foundation  of  the  Free  Library,  its 
predecessor  was  in  a  declining  condition.  It  even  seemed 
to  be  in  near  prospect  of  extinction,  from  lack  of  buyers 
for  shares.  A  vigorous  reform,  however,  was  introduced 
into  the  management.  Within  seven  years  (1867)  660  new 
subscribers  had  joined,  in  addition  to  450  proprietors  of 
shares.  But  it  is  still  a  probable  opinion  that  the  town  at 
large  would  benefit,  and  the  body  of  proprietors  and  sub- 
scribers be  in  nowise  injured,  by  a  broad  and  liberal  scheme 
i^iidom  of  for  the  amalgamation  of  the  old  Library  with  the  Free  Con- 
ttation^^f'  suiting  Library  supported  under  the  Act.  For,  within  little 
both  Libra.  j^QYQ  tiian  forty  years  hence,  the  j)resent  building  will  have 
reverted  to  the  representatives  of  the  original  owners  of  the 
site.  And  the  money  which  it  would  cost  to  erect  a  new 
building  would  be  a  noble  augmentation-fund  for  a  Common 
Library,  worthy  of  this  great  and  growing  town.  Nor  is 
it  likely  that  much  doubt  would  exist,  after  full  enquiry, 
that  a  plan  of  union  is  feasible  which  would  secure  for  the 
combined  libraries  a  much  wider  sphere  of  usefulness  than 
the  aggregate  of  that  attainable  by  both  of  them,  in  their 
severed  condition. 

The  Book  The  good  working  of  the  Birmingham  Free  Libraries  has 

Birmi^^aL  bccu  much  facilitated  by  three  special  circumstances  which 
have  marked  their  formation  and  growth  :  (1)  The  Central 
Consulting  Library  has  been  selected  by  systematic  pur- 
chases.   It  has  not  been  left  to  the  chances  of  casual  dona- 
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tions ;  supplemented,  now  and  then,  by  casual  purchases. 
Too  often,  the  books  that  are  given  to  libraries  (otherwise 
than  by  bequest)  are  the  mere  weedings  of  private  collections. 
Sometimes,  they  are  even  such  weedings  as  might  bring  to 
the  mind  of  a  close  observer  an  inscription  which,  in  these 
days,  often  meets  the  eye  in  the  purlieus  of  our  watering- 
places  :  *  Bubbish  may  be  shot  here,'  In  order  to  a  better 
result  at  Birmingham,  the  Town  Council  has  devoted  a 
large  proportion  of  the  rate-money  to  book-buying.  The 
product  now  exceeds  four  thousand  pounds  a  year.  No 
considerable  portion  of  this  income  has  been  at  any  time 
devoted  to  building ;  otherwise  than  by  the  payment  of  in- 
terest-money, and  the  creation  of  a  Sinking  Fund.  Seven 
thousand  pounds  of  rate-money  have  been  already  spent  on 
books  for  the  Central  Consulting  Library.  At  this  early 
stage  of  the  business,  therefore,  it  is  already  really  a 
'  library ; '  and  not  merely  a  heap  of  books.  The  Birming- 
ham men,  moreover,  have  done  themselves  enduring  honour 
by  recognising  the  fact  that  in  Warwickshire  there  is  a 
memory, — local  as  well  as  national, — the  significance  of 
which  dwarfs,  in  the  comparison,  the  wondrous  doings  of 
iron  and  steel.  Under  that  recognition,  they  have  made 
the  literature  of  Shakespeare  the  most  conspicuous  item 
in  their  fine  library.  They  have  devoted  to  it  a  special 
room.  Nothing  is  to  enter  that  room  but  editions  of 
Shakespeare,  and   works  illustrative  of  them,  or  of  their  t^**  shak*. 

*^  ipeare  Li* 

author.  Eleven  hundred  Shakespeare  volumes  are  the  biwy. 
foundation-stone  of  what  will  do,  hereafter,  for  the  memory 
of  the  Poet  of  England,  what  many  years  ago  was  done,  by 
Italians,  in  honour  of  Petrarch  and  of  Dante.  It  is 
something  more  than  *  a  feather  in  the  cap'  of  the  Libraries 
which  have  grown  out  of  the  Act  of  1850,  that  the  mana- 
gers of  one  of  their  number  have  taken  the  initiative  in  a 
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step  so  honourable,  and  so  sure  to  become  an  example  and 
a  seedplot  in  the  future. 

Scarcely  less  deserving  of  praise  is  (2)  the  method  which 
has  been  pursued  at  Birmingham  in  regard  to  the  library 
buildings.  For  building  purposes,  a  loan  of  £20,000  was 
The  Library  cflFected,  ou  sccurity  of  the  rate.  Of  this  sum,  £13,000 — 
Bbl^iTgham.  "*  addition  to  the  purchase-money  of  site — was  expended 
in  the  erection  of  a  Central  Library,  expressly  designed  (by 
Messrs.  Martin  and  Chamberlain)  for  its  specific  purpose. 
The  principal  library-room  is  semicircular  on  plan ;  measures 
sixty  feet  by  fifty ;  is  lighted  from  the  roof;  and  is  divided, 
by  columns,  into  press-fitted  *  bays,'  the  upper  tiers  of 
which  are  made  as  accessible  as  are  those  below,  by  means 
of  a  light  and  ornamental  gallery.  All  the  fittings  of  this 
principal  room  are  of  oak, — one  of  the  immemorial  glories 
of  Warwickshire.  The  building  is  in  Ratcliff  Place,  situate 
not  far  from  the  centre  of  the  town.  Its  lower  floor  pro- 
vides accommodation  for  the  Consulting  Library,  and  the 
upper  floor  for  one  of  the  five  Lending  Libraries.  With 
the  remainder  of  the  loan  money  two  other  Lending 
Libraries  have  been  built ; — one  at  Deritend,  and  the  other 
at  Constitution  Hill.  The  fourth  owes  its  existence  to  the 
munificence  of  Mr.  Adderley,  and  is  placed  in  the  Park 
which  formed  a  part  of  his  gift  to  the  people  of  Bir- 
mingham. A  fifth  Lending  Library  has  recently  been 
opened  at  Gosta  Green. 

A  third  favourable  circumstance  for  the  efficiency  of  the 
The  compo-  Birmingham  Libraries  has  been  the  mixed  character  of  the 
Manaidng  Committcc  of  Management.  They  have  greatly  benefited 
comnuttee.     ^^  ^j^^  co-opcratiou  of  the  Birmingham  Clergy  with  the 

Birmingham  Town  Councillors.  They  have  also  benefited, 
in  an  especial  manner,  by  the  personal  exertions,  as  well  as 
by  the  liberal  gifts,  of  Mr.  Samuel  Timmins,  F.R.S.L.,  one 
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of  the  unofficial  members  of  the  governing  committee. 
And  the  labours  of  that  Committee  have  been  ably  seconded 
by  their  Librarian,  Mr.  Mullins.  The  following  extract 
from  the  yet  unpublished  Report  of  1869  will  show  that 
the  large  increase  of  the  issues  of  the  past  year  (tabulated 
above)  has  been  followed  by  an  increase  still  larger  in  those 
of  the  current  year : — 


Theoloot, 

ECCUESI- 

ASTICAL 
HlSTOKT, 

HlSTOET, 

BiooaAPBT, 

Law,  Pou- 

Aets  and 

MlSCEL- 

JUVSIflLE 

Speci- 

Total 

MOEAL 

YOTAOKS, 

TaAvzLS. 

TICS,   AMD 
COMinCBCX. 

Sciences. 

LAITEOUS. 

Bodes. 

fics  OP 
Patents. 

Issues. 

Philoso- 

ruj. 

VolaiBM. 

Yolomes. 

Yolmmes. 

Volumes. 

Volumes. 

Volumes. 

Volumes. 

Volumes. 

CoDsnlting  Li- 

brary.     .     . 

6,068 

11,772 

1,468 

12,474 

20,830 

•  ■  • 

3,856 

66.457 

CeDtnl  Lend- 

ing  Library . 

8,009 

18,135 

625 

6,781 

139.676 

7,779 

...      176,004 

CoiiMtitiitioa 

Hill  Branch 

LeiuUng  Li- 

brary .     .     . 

319 

5,057 

165 

1.619 

26.954 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

34,014 

Deritend  ditto 

809 

7.136 

158 

1,333 

36,831 

1.712 

•  •  • 

47.979 

Qotta  Green  do. 

1,503 

5,024 

166 

1,523 

27,078 

2,991 

•  •  • 

38,285 

Adderley  Park, , 

ditto  .     .     .  ' 

100 

629 

13 

98 

5,683 

•  •  • 

■  •• 

6,523 

Totals  of  1868  J 

11,803 

47.753 

2,590 

23.728 

257.051 

12,482 

3,855    359,262 

1 
1 

On  the  point  of  loss  or  injury  (other  than  that  of  fair  wear 
and  tear)  of  books  lent,  the  later  Birmingham  Reports  give 
less  information  than  do  the  earlier  ones.  But  it  may  be  said, 
on  the  evidence  of  the  returns  of  the  first  four  years,  that  a 
circulation  of  250,000  volumes  was  accompanied  by  no 
greater  uncompensated  loss  than  that  which  ten  or  twelve  l^l^^^ 
shillings  would  cover.  The  average  number  of  Lending  vol-  v^^ 
mues  fairly  worn  out  and  needing  replacement,  in  each  year. 
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now  ranges  from  about  1,500  to  2,000.  No  payment,  save  an 
optional  one,  is  exacted  for  borrowers*  tickets,  unless  it  be- 
comes necessary  to  replace  them.  A  plain  printed  ticket  is 
gratuitous.  If  the  applicant  prefer  to  have  it  protected  by 
cloth,  he  pays  one  penny.  If  he  should  lose  his  ticket,  and 
apply  for  a  new  one,  he  pays  twopence.  On  this  scale  of 
optional  charge  the  tickets  brought  in  £31  7s.  Od.,  during 
four  years.  Fines,  paid  for  keeping  books  beyond  the  pre- 
scribed time,  amounted  to  £82.  And  the  sales  of  Lending 
Catalogues  amounted  to  £85  12s.  Od. 
costt  of  The  costs  of  maintenance,  for  the  Consulting  Library 

and  its  appendages,  amount  yearly  to  about  £1,750. 
Those  olfive  Lending  Libraries  amount,  in  the  aggregate, 
to  about  £1,250  yearly.  The  yearly  interest  of  the  loan, 
and  the  amount  assigned,  by  way  of  Sinking  Fund,  to  its 
repayment,  amount,  together,  to  £1,000  a  year.  The 
aggregate  expenditure  for  land  and  buildings  has  amounted 
to  £29,000.  The  rate  levied  under  the  Act  is  one  penny 
in  the  pound. 


MainteDanoe. 


(6.)  Freb  Libraries  of  Bolton   {LjycjsEiRs). 

The  'Public  Libraries'  Act*  was  adopted  by  the  Bo- 
rough of  Bolton  in  the  year  1853.  At  the  Public  Meeting 
of  the   Burgesses,  the  Votes  were  662   *  ayes,'  and   55 

Introduction   *  nocs.'     The   Towu    Council    appointed  a  mixed   Com- 
er the  Libnt.        .  .  *^f  et*  '  ^ 

rie8»  Act  into  mittcc  which  comprises  five  or  six  non-omcial  members, 
chosen  from  year  to  year.  A  Public  Committee  was  also 
appointed,  to  raise  a  subscription  for  the  purchase  of 
books ;  and  by  its  exertions  a  sum  of  £3,195  was  obtained 
and  expended.     Mr.  Thomas  Holden  (still  a  Member  of 
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the  Library  Committee)  and  the  late  Mr.  Gilbert  French 
were  conspicuous  for  their  exertions,  both  in  raising  the 
fund  and  in  forming  the  Library.  From  Bolton — as  from 
Liverpool  and  elsewhere — a  deputation  was  sent  to  Man- 
chester to  study  the  working  arrangements  of  the  Free 
Library  of  that  town.  The  public  opening  of  the  Bolton 
Library  took  place  on  the  12th  of  October,  1853.  It  was 
an  interesting  ceremony,  and  was  honoured  by  the  pre- 
sence of  the  Bishop  of  Manchester — ever  forward  to  pro- 
mote good  institutions  within  his  diocese,  and  especially 
such  as  have  a  conspicuous  tendency  to  promote  education 
and  public  civilisation. 

At  the  time  of  opening,  the  Bolton  Free  Library  was 
composed  of  about  12,000  volumes.  It  had  also  a  News 
Room,  fairly  supplied  with  newspapers  and  other  periodi- 
cals. The  aggregate  issues,  from  Consulting  Department 
and  Lending  Department  together,  amounted,  in  the  first 
year,    to    88,472    volumes.     In    the    fourth    year    they  EariyKc«iitt 

,  .  oftheBoJlon 

amounted  to  94,284  volumes.  The  details  will  appear  jubranet. 
hereafter.  Neither  in  the  Consulting  Library  nor  in  the 
Lending  Library  have  the  promises  of  the  early  years  been 
80  fully  realized  at  Bolton,  as  in  most  other  of  the  towns 
which  have  adopted  the  Libraries'  Act.  The  cause,  I 
think,  will  soon  become  apparent. 

During  the  fifth  year  of  the  working  of  the  Act,  the 
Reference  department  of  the  Free  Library  at  Bolton  was 
open  to  the  Public  upon  310    days,  and  the  issues  were 

*  1  !•  p  IT  T  1  Bolton  Frt€ 

43,741  volumes  ;  the  issues  from  the  Lendmg  department     ii*r«fy; 
during  the  same  year,  were  56,539  volumes ;  showing  an    ^^^T^' 
aggregate  increase  in  both  departments,  on  the  previous 
year's  issues,  of  5,996  volumes. 
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Classified  Is- 
taea  from 
Bolton  Con- 
sulting 
Libraiy. 


Bolton  Fbeb  CoNsuLTiNa  Libbaby  :  Olabsifibd  Ibbueb  of 

THE   FIFTH  YEAB,  1858-9. 

Volumes. 

Theology 813 

Philosophy,  Mental  and  Moral 194 

History 2,042 

Biography 1,333 

Topography 1,020 

Voyages  and  Trayels 1,717 

Law,  Politics,  and  Oommerce 288 

Sciences  and  Arts  2,883 

Poetry  and  the  Drama 1,171 

Novels  and  Romances 16,787 

General  Literature 15,493 

Total  Issue 43,741 


This  classification  shows  a  considerable  increase  of 
Readers  in  the  sections  of  *  Biography/  *  Topography/ 
'  Voyages  and  Travels/  and  '  Sciences  and  Arts/  as  com- 
pared with  former  years ;  but  the  reading  of  Novels  still, 
it  will  be  seen,  amounted  to  almost  one-half  of  the  entire 
reading. 

During  the  fifth  year,  the  additions  to  the  Consulting 
department  were  759  volumes;  namely,  130  volumes  re- 
ceived from  the  Commissioners  of  Patents ;  by  purchase, 
241  ;  by  presentation,  269;  and  by  transfer  from  the 
Subscription  Branch,  249,  making  the  total  number  of 
volumes  contained  in  the  Consulting  Library  at  the  close 
of  that  year,  12,220. 

In  view  of  the  organization  and  future  working  of  other 
like  institutions,  there  is  both  interest  and  utility  in  exhi- 
biting, orcasionally,  the  monthly  details  of  the  issues  of  the 
Popular  Free  Libraries.  At  Bolton,  in  the  fifth  year  of 
working,  they  stood  as  follows  : — 


BOLTON   FREE  LIBEAEIES. 
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Bolton  Fbee  Libbabies  : — Retubn  op 

THE  Monthly 

Issues,  Fifth  Ybab. 

MOIITH. 

Issues  rxoM  Coksult- 

Issues  prom  Lendutq 

INO  DSPAXTUXNT. 

IVXPABTMXirr. 

1858. 

Volumes. 

Volumes. 

October  12tli  to  Slst 

2,866 

2,842 

NoTember 

6,160 

4.721 

December 

6,050 

6,616 

1859. 

Januarj 

4,429 

6,660 

February 

8.991 

6,736 

March    . 

3,621 

4,960 

April 

3,210 

4,368 

May 

2,642 

8,262 

1        June 

2,564 

3,847 

!        July       . 

2,706 

4,173 

August  . 

2,678 

4,530 

September 

3,311 

4,617 

October  Ist  to  11th 

1,613 

2.318 

Total  and  Issues 

43,741 

56,639 

The  Free   Lending  Library  was   open   to  the   Public  J^^"« 
during  the  fifth  year,  on  308  days,  within  which   period 
56,539  volumes  were  issued  ;  showing  an  increase,  on  the 
previous  year's   issues,   of  10,102  volumes.     They  were 
classified  as  follows : — 


Bolton  Fbee  Lending  Libbabt:  Classified  Issues  of 

the  Fifth  Teab,  1858-9. 

Volumes. 

Theology ,        .  886 

Pbilosopliy,  Mental  and  Moral 429 

History 8,268 

Biography 3,606 

Topography 833 

Yoyages  and  Travels 2,349 

Law,  Politics,  Commerce 502 

Sciences  and  Arts 3,542 

Poetry  and  Drama 1,981 

Novels,  Romances 31,861 

Gleneral  Literature 7,393 

Total  Issue 66,539 


ClanUled  la- 
mes from 
Bolton  Lend- 
ing libnry. 
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Orowth  of 
the  Bolton 
Librariet. 


Table  ex- 
hibiting 
formation 
and  annual 
growth  of 
the  Bolton 
Libraries, 
1853.58. 


The  number  of  tickets  issued  to  BoiTowers  was  1056  ; 
22  having  been  withdrawn,  left  a  total  of  5,873  authorized 
Borrowers  from  this  department. 

The  additions  to  this  department  during  the  year  were 
161  volumes;  of  which  43  accrued  by  purchase;  9  by 
presentation;  and  by  transfer  from  the  Subscription 
Branch  109  volumes. 

At  the  opening  of  the  Institution  on  the  12th  of  Oc- 
tober, 1853,  the  Consulting  Library  possessed  9,239 
volumes,  and  the  Lending  Library  3,000  volumes,  making 
a  total  of  12,239  volumes.  At  the  close  of  the  fifth  year 
there  were  12,220  volumes  in  the  Consulting  Library,  and 
5,178  volumes  in  the  Lending  Library;  making  an  aggre- 
gate of  17,398  volumes.  The  following  table  shows  the 
yearly  increase,  and  the  sources  whence  derived : — 


Bolton  Free  Consulting  Libbaby  :  How  fobmbd  : — 

p  

Volumet. 

9,239 

By  pnrcliase 789 

By  presentation 1,459 

From  *  Subscription  Branch' 697 

Total  number  of  volumes  in  Consulting  Library    .   12,220 
Bolton  Fbee  Lending  Libbaby  :  How  fobmed  :— 

Volamet. 

s.ooo 

By  purchase 1,640 

By  presentation 265 

From  *  Subscription  Branch' 265 

Total  number  of  volumes  in  Lending  Library        .      5,178 

Aggregate  Total 17,398 

Totals  in  each  year  .    1853      1854      1855      1856      1857      1858 

Volumes.   Volumes.   Volumes.   Volumes.   Volumes.    Volumes. 

12,239  13,102  14,523  15,234  16,478  17,398 
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The  rate  of  iucrease  had  then  been  equal  to  an  average 
of  1,032  volumes  per  annum.  Of  the  presentations  to  the 
Consulting  Department,  the  largest  proportion  consisted  of 
grants  from  the  Commissioners  of  Patents  and  from  the 
Commissioners  of  Public  Records ;  together  with  a  small 
number  of  Parliamentary  Returns  and  Papers  presented  by 
individual  Members.  An  analysis  of  the  Librarian's  Reports 
for  the  first  five  years,  ending  in  1858,  gives  the  following 
results  as  to  the  number  of  volumes  read  and  consulted  in 
the  two  departments  severally. 


Bolton  Fbse  Libbabies 

• 

1852-3 
1853-4 

1854r^ 

1855-6 
1856-7 

Issues  feom 
Refebence  Libbabt. 

Yolnmes. 

27,288 
27,756 
34,359 
47,847 
43,741 

Issues  fbom 
LlIfDINO  Libbabt. 

Yolnmes. 

61,184 
51,365 
44,311 
46,437 
56,539 

AggregBte 
Yearly  Issnes 
at  BolUin. 

Aggregate  Issues 

180,991 

259,836 

In  roimd  numbers,  the  aggregate  issues  to  Readers  and 
Borrowers  in  this  small  town  had  reached  to  nearly  half  a 
million  of  volumes,  within  the  first  five  years.  There  had 
been  very  little  loss,  otherwise  than  by  the  inevitable  wear 
and  tear  of  books  so  largely  used.  There  had  been,  in- 
deed, in  the  Lending  Department  much  detention  of  books, 
beyond  the  prescribed  limits  of  time,  but  here — as  in 
almost  all  the  other  towns  possessing  rate-supported  Libra- 
ries under  the  Act — the  fines  for  such  detention  had  been 
readily  paid  ;  and,  in  the  aggregate,  they  made  a  consider- 
able yearly  addition  to  the  fund  available  for  the  purchase 
of  books. 
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It  has  been  shown  that  of  the  17,000  volumes  which 
had  been  provided  at  Bolton,  within  the  first  five  years  of 
the  operation  of  the  Libraries  Act,  less  than  1,000  volumes 
had  accrued  from  that  special  (and,  as  it  seemed,  in  prin^ 
ciple,  somewhat  questionable)  arrangement  by  which  a 
separate  '  Subscription  Branch  Library '  had  been  pro- 
vided, within  the  *  Free  Library,'  for  the  sole  use,  under 
prescribed  hmits  of  time,  of  its  supporters.  That  this  ar- 
rangement has  tended,  in  its  measure,  to  cramp  the  due 
development  of  the  Act  is  fairly  presumable.  For, — as  will 
presently  be  shown  in  detail, — in  the  face  of  encouraging 
results  (when  taken  on  the  whole,  but  severed  from  the 
operation  of  the  *  Subscription '  system),  as  regards  the 
satisfactory  working  and  the  proved  utility  of  the  Free 
Libraries,  the  Bolton  Town  Council  has  hitherto  exerted 
but  half  its  powers.  The  penny  rate  which  the  Council 
is  empowered  to  levy,  under  the  provisions  of  the  Act  of 
1855,  would  yield  very  little  more  than  £800  a  year;  a 
sum,  in  itself,  certainly  not  excessive  for  the  support  of 
two  Libraries,  and  of  a  Museum.  Yet  the  rate  actually 
levied  has  always  been  but  one  halfpenny  in  the  pound  on 
the  borough  assessment. 

Within  the  sixth  year,  the  Reference  or  Consulting 
Reference  Department  of  the  Library  had  also  been  open  to  the  public 
during  310  days;  and  the  issues  to  readers  were  40,815 
volumes,  exhibiting  a  decrease  (on  the  previous  year)  of 
2,926  volumes  ;  but  on  reference  to  the  following  recapitu- 
lation of  the  number  of  volumes  issued  from  the  opening  of 
the  Library,  it  will  be  seen  to  have  exceeded  the  average 
issues  of  the  first  six  years. 


Library  at 
Bolton. 


REFEBBNCE  LIBEAEY  AT  BOLTON. 


BOLTOW  FbEX  OONBOLTIHa  LiBEABT  :- 

1853  TO  1859. 

185»-* 

186+-5 

1855-6           

1856-7           

1857-8           

-Anhijal  Issues  ; 

YOUUBS. 

.    27,288 

.    27,756 

.        .        .    34,369 

.    47,847 

1858-9 

Aggregate  lesnea  of  the  Six  Tears 

.    40^16 
.        .        .  221,806 

Average  Issues  of  the  Six  Tears 

.    36,967 

The  issues  of  1869  had  been  classified  as  follows  :- 


BOLTOM  FSEK  CONSULTINa  LiBBABT  ;— CLABBiriSD  ISBUBS  OT 

IBK  Sixth  Teab,  1859. 

Theology 921 

Philosophy  (Mental  and  Uoral) 246 

History 2,266 

Biography 1,145 

Topography 900 

Toyagi'a  and  Travels 1,598 

Law  PuliticH,  jutd  Commerce 258 

Scieocea  and  AK« 2,794 

Foetiy  and  Drama 1,218 

Novels  and  Romances 16,468 

General  Literature 13,001 

Total  Issne 40,815 


The  additions  to  the  Consulting  Library  during  that  year 
were  460  volumes  ;  namely,  by  purchase,  88  ;  by  presenta- 
tion, 2'2'A  (which  includes  the  '  Specifications  of  Patents ') ; 
and  by  transfer  from  the  'Subscription   Branch,'    149 
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Bolton 
Lending 
libnry. 


volumes ;  making  the  total  number  of  volumes  then  in  this 
department  of  the  Bolton  Library  12,680. 

The  Free  Lending  Department  of  the  Bolton  Library 
was  open  during  its  sixth  year,  1859,  upon  305  days,  and 
the  issues  were  49,830  volumes,  exhibiting  likewise  a  de- 
crease^  as  compared  with  the  preceding  year's  issues,  of 
6,709  volumes ;  but,  again,  on  comparing  the  return  with 
the  average  yearly  issues,  from  the  commencement,  it  will 
be  seen  that  the  mean  average  of  the  six  years  was  nearly 
maintained. 


BoLTOK  Fbbb  Lending  Libbaby ^— Annual  Issues; 

1853  TO  1859. 

Yean.  Yolumet. 

1853-4 61,184 

1854-5 61,365 

1855-6 44.311 

1856-7 46,437 

1857-8 66,539 

1858-9 49,830 

Aggregate  Israe 309,666 

Average  Annual  IssneB  of  the  first  Six  Years  .     61,611 


The  year's  issues  were  classified  as  follows  :• 
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Bolton  Fbee  Lending  Libbaby: — Oulssified  Issmss  of 

THE  StXTH  Yeab,  1859. 

VolOBlM. 

Theology 795 

Philosophy 358 

Hifltory 2,713 

Biography 2,769 

Topography .  600 

Yoyages  and  Trarels 1,898 

Law,  Politics,  and  Commerce 469 

Sciences  and  Arts 2,907 

Poetry  and  Drama 1,479 

Novels  and  Romances 29,604 

G^eral  literature 6,248 

Total  Issue 49,830 


The  number  of  tickets  issued  during  the  year  was  776 ; 
making  the  total  number  of  persons  then  entitled  to  borrow 
books,  6,626. 

The  additions  to  the  Lending  Library  during  the  year 
were  116;  namely,  by  purchase,  29;  by  presentation^  1; 
by  transfer  from  the  '  Subscription  Branch,'  86  ;  making 
the  total  number  of  volumes  contained  in  the  Lending 
Department,  at  the  close  of  the  sixth  year  of  its  operations, 
6,294  ;  and  the  aggregate  number  of  volumes  in  both  de- 
partments, 17,974;  whilst  the  aggregate  issues  during  the 
year  amounted  to  105,538  volumes.  Of  these  issues, 
14,893  volumes  were  given  out  to  Subscribers  paying 
a  yearly  contribution  to  the  'Subscription  Branch  Li- 
brary/ 


Decrease  of 
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Nine  years  more  have  now  passed.    The  aggregate  con- 
tents of  the  Bolton  Free  Libraries  have  increased  by  the 
addition  of  somewhat  more  than  6,000  volumes.   But  there 
the  itroes     j^^g  ^^^  ^^  tnc^'eose  whatever  in  the  annual  issues,  either  of 

from  the  ^  ^  . 

Bolton  ftee  the  Free  Consulting  Library  or  of  the  Free  Lending  Library, 
The  Consulting  issues,  indeed,  have  diminished,  in  1868,  as 
compared  with  1858,  by  nearly  5,000  volumes.  And  the 
Lending  issues  have  diminished,  on  a  like  comparison,  by 
nearly  16,000  volumes.  On  the  other  hand,  the  issues  to 
Subscribers,  which,  in  1858,  were  about  14,000,  have  in- 
creased in  1868  to  nearly  33,000.  If  these  results  be 
compared  with  the  experience  of  the  other  and  neighbour- 
ing Free  Libraries  of  Lancashire,  further  remark  will  become 
superfluous.  But  it  may  be  useful  to  exhibit  the  annual 
details  in  a  complete  and  tabulated  form : — 


BOLTON  FREE  LIBRARIES. 
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Bolton  Free  Libbabies  and  Branch  Subscbiption  Libbary: 

— GOMPARATIYE  TaBLE  OP  THE  ANNUAL  ISSUES,  1853  TO  1868 

INCLUSIVE. 

YKAm. 

YoLUMzs  Issued. 

RE7KmS5C£. 

Lkitdixo. 

SUBSCKIP- 
TION. 

TOTIX. 

In  the  year  1853-4    . 

27,288 

61,184 

5,998 

94,470 

1854.5    . 

27,756 

51,365 

8,208 

87,329 

1855-6    . 

34,359 

44,311 

10,302 

88,972 

„  '      1856-7    • 

47,847 

46,437 

10,718 

105,002 

1857-8    . 

43,741 

56,539 

13,989 

114,269 

1858-9    . 

40.815 

49,830 

14,893 

105,538 

1859-60  .         33,575 

42,215 

18,665 

94,455 

1860-61  . 

42.571 

46,680 

20,569 

109,820 

1861-62  . 

48,038 

52,119 

23,870 

124,027 

1862-63  . 

46,761 

55,863 

27,254 

129.878 

1863-64  .         39,090 

51,587 

29,759 

120,436 

1864-65  . 

34,755 

37,977 

28,797 

101,529 

1865-66  . 

25,885 

31,699 

23,327 

80,911 

1866-67  . 

31,445 

32,016 

32,933 

96,394 

1867-68  . 

1 

1 

39,012 

40,625 

32,970 

112,607 
1,565,637 

562,938 

700,447 

302,252 

The  classified  issues  of  the  Bolton  Free  Libraries,  during 
the  year  which  has  just  closed  (1868),  are  shown  by  the 
following  tables: — 
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Bolton  Fkeb  CONScLTiNa  Libbabt  :— Cl^sifikd  Issues  of 

THE  Fifteenth  Tbab.  1868. 

1B67-S. 

50 

*0 

HHTO.1 

8 

1 
1 

28 

ill 

7J» 

fl 
I 

1 

1 

i 
1^ 

in- 

i 

1 

61 

£ 

1 

if 

Oot.  12  to  13 

30;  67 

185 

100 

9oJ    688 
l,25i    783 

654 

2.957 

Nor.       1867 

96 

32 

91 

32   70 

39    no;  71 

259 

214 

960   4,001 

Deo. 

71 

a 

62 

211  38 

35 

125  47 

250 

16.1 

1.105!    702 

787;  3,441 

J.n.       1868 

78 

-18 

34 

33   9tl 

46 

152.  46 

285'    176 

1,476 

799 

949.  4.271 

Feb. 

63 

1!! 

42 

34 

75 

44 

1371  42 

250'    133 

1.068 

765 

763'  3,428 

U>rch      „ 

61 

31 

44 

47 

71 

28 

138    37 

201 

143 

737 

704 

659   2.868 

April 

36 

39 

13 

82 

32 

lOd  39 

184 

107 

732 

668 

48Bi  2,568 

M.y         ,. 

■la 

21 

49 

20 

76 

37 

mi  67 

164 

84 

660 

707 

314    2.331 

June        „ 

B3 

20 

56 

10 

89 

7sl  57 

172 

740 

716 

24?!  2.320 

July         ., 

76 

22    58 

20 

6^  71 

141 

72 

740 

775 

3I7i  2.437 
67*  3.148 

Aoffurt     .. 

71 

30!  86 

39 

104'  80 

201 

90 

937 

722 

SeA-         .. 

58 

44 

18143 

39 

132   86 

273 

165 

1,061 

719 

063   3,810 

Oct.    Itoll 

14 

7 

41 

e'  38 

0 

52l  24 

86 

85 

407 

266 

378    1,412 

Tot«]i  .    . 

775 

395 

801 

115'969 

1 

43B1.395706 

2,651 

1,602 

11,82] 

9,0148.133  39,012 

1           1 

Artiiani  .    . 

335 

111 

420Z02  490 

20i:    701 

,„ 

1,255 

888 

6,440 

610 

3.541 

15.489 

81 

14 

2i|   13    83 

24       61 

14 

107 

44 

287 

27 

ai3 

1.029 

Cotton  Oper. 

95 

172   33  206 

72 

2M 

49 

393 

265 

2.322 

E26 

1.916 

6.121 

8 

il 

14     1   12 

S 

24 

32 

26 

144 

13 

89 

S81 

Shop  Amhia. 

25 

10 

18   15!  BO 

23 

45 

22 

65 

40 

899 

36 

367 

1.115 

117 

84 

80   18115 

61 

196 

301 

489 

243 

1.400 

209 

1.288 

4.461 

Pupil..  Ac   . 

31 

U 

21    14  22 

26 

73 

35 

110 

58 

703 

103 

680 

1,890 

26 

32-  10   15 

12 

17 

61 

125 

20 

96 

18 

442 

Clergy,  Ac.  . 

62 

10 

23'    ^    16 

11 

3 

66 

75 

18 

30 

22 

344 

775 

395 

...,..|... 

7,750 

7.760 

801 

- 

969 

S 

.395 

706 

^ 

.602 

11321 

9,014 

8.133  39,012  1 
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Bolton  Fbee  Lendiho  Libsa&t:— Ci^ssified  Iseuss  or 

THB  Fifteenth  Teas 

1868. 

HiStOBI 

,, 

!*■ 

1867-8. 

1 

ST 

1 

i 

a 

1 

! 
1 

14 

iS     45 

89  15 

1" 

55 

ii 

Oct.  12  to  31 

20 

38    23 

89 

33 

1.652 

132   2.111 

No*.       1S67 

61 

31    frt 

41 

i2e> 

17 

143 

2.611 

236.  3.519 

Dec 

33 

32    52 

40 
26 

172 

17 

ISi  18 

157 

2.492 

202   3.448 

Jin.       1S68 

U 

42  64 

162 

151 

12 

143 

2,780 

196   8.702 

F.b. 

40 

38   42 

40 

163 

22 

193 

12 

163'  64 

2,802 

233 1  3387 

March       „ 

23 

40  86 

8S 

13C 

31 

189 

17 

176;  62 

2,978 

224.,  3,950 

April 

26 

30  36 

25 

123 

16 

150 

24 

ml  60 

2,464 

172 

3,259 

M«y 

29|  29  48 

29 

109 

139 

18 

la^ij  43 

2.349 

191 

3.120 

Jone 

10]  22   38 

31 

fl3 

15 

104   37 

2.088 

17G 

2.733 

■Tolj 

2*    12   48 

19 

9S 

10 

128 

60 

2.105 

17S 

2,776 

An|-          . 

31;  26  98 

22 

113 

13 

110 

61 

2,479 

203 

3,182 

Sep. 

30  43   ftl 

32 

137 

25 

24 

156 

2,587 

258 

3.567 

Oct.  1  to  11., 

i^il'ii* 

17 

45 

1' 

65 

17 

62 

31 

966 

116 

1,372 

Totsli  .    . 

331  387  S67 

3» 

1,568 

- 

1.712 

211 1.667 

678 

30,340 

2,516 

40,626 

Finally,  as  respects  Bolton,  it  may  be  observed  that  tlie 
present  annual  income  from  the  Library  rate  (of  one  half- 
penny in  the  pound  on  tlie  ordinary  assesament)  is  £430.  The 
building  allotted  to  the  Library  is  rented  by  the  year  at 
£35.  The  following  is  a  statement  of  the  annual  receipts 
and  disbursements  for  the  year  1 868  : — 
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Bolton  Free  Public  Libbaby  and  Musextm 


£    8.  d. 


Receipts. 

Balances  at  August  31,  1867,  viz. : — 

Donation  Account — Balance  in  tlie  Bank   .  £411    0    7 
Less  Ordinary  Account— Balance  due  to  the 

Bajak 46  12    6i 


Obdinabt  Account. 
Fines 

Damage  to  Books     . 
Sales  of  Periodicals  . 
Sales  of  Catalogues 
Sundries 


31  13  10 

0  19  11 

1  16    8 
12    6    0 

2  4    4 


49    0    9 
Borough  Fund — ^Rate  at  J<2.  in  the 
Pound  for  1867-8 .        .  .      430  12    8 


£479  13    5 


Balance  brought  down 


Donation  Account. 

Interest. 
Amount  allowed  by  Bankers 


364    8    Oi 


30    0    8 


10    5    6 


£404  14    2i 
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Account,  fbom  Ist  July,  1867,  to  30th  June,  1868. 


Payments. 

Obdinaby  Account. 

Salaries — Librarian  .        .  £100    0    0 
Assistants         .      96  15    8 


196  15    8 

Rent  of  Library  Rooms  .  35  0  0 
Coal,  Gras,  and  Insurance  .  27  6  6 
Alterations  and  Repairs  .  .  7  12  10 
Snndry  Disbursements  .  .  31  17  4 
Printing,  Stationery,  and  Adver- 
tising       21  14  10 

Bank  Charges 0  13  10 

Binding  Books         .                         .  39  11    0 

Papers  and  Periodicals    .        .        .  89    0    9 


449  12    9 
Balance  carried  down  .        30    0    8 


£479  13    5 


£    8.     d. 


Donation  Account. 

Balances  at  August  31, 1868,  viz. : — 
Donation  Account. 

Balance  in  the  Bank  .      421    6    1 

Ordinary  Account. 

Sundry  sums  owing    .        .    42  18    7 
Less  Balance  in  Bank        .    26    6    8^ 

16  11  lOi 


404  14    2i 


£404  14    2i 
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§  7.  Free  Libraries  of  Oxford  and  Cambridge. 

Of  the  two  University  towns,  Cambridge  was  first  to 
adopt  the  Libraries  Act  of  1850.  The  Act  was  there  in- 
troduced upon  a  Poll  of  Burgesses,  taken  in  the  year 
1853.  The  'Ayes '  were  873;  the  'Noes'  72.  At  Ox- 
ford, in  the  following  year,  there  were  72  *  Noes  *  against 
596  *  Ayes.^  In  both  towns,  a  mixed  Committee  is  now 
chosen  for  the  management  of  the  Free  Libraries,  but  at 
Oxford,  for  the  first  few  years,  the  management  was  com- 
mitted, exclusively,  to  members  of  the  Town  Council  or 
'Local  Board.'  And  I  believe  that  this  circumstance  has  had 
— at  least,  indirectly — an  unfavourable  influence  on  the 
growth  and  good-working  of  the  Oxford  institution.  The 
grounds  of  this  opinion  will  appear  hereafter. 

The  Free  Library  of  Cambridge  was  opened  for  pubUc 

use  in  the  '  Guild-hall '  of  the  Corporation,  in  the  year 

1855.     The  product  of  a  penny  rate  is  but  about  £840  a 

year  ;  less  than  one  halfpenny  in  the  pound,  however,  has, 

as  yet,  been  levied.     Out  of  the  rate  money  of  the  first  two 

years,  the  sum  of  £351  was  applied  to  the  purchase  of 

books.     There  was  no  public  subscription ;  but  there  were 

Opening  of    several  liberal  gifts  of  books.     The  Consulting  Collection 

Libral^\t     is  extremely  small ;  consisting,  in  1868,  of  but  544  volumes. 

cmbridRc.    There  is  also  a  small  Museum,  supported,  mainly,  by  gifts. 

The  Lending  Collection  opened  with  somewhat  less  than 

2,000  volumes.      It  now  contains  about  13,000  volumes. 

The    total    issues   of  thirteen  years  amount  to  390,919 

volumes.     "The  public  benefit,"  say  the  Committee,  in 

1868,  ^'has  been  more  than  equal  to  the  means  at  the  dis^ 
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posal  of  the  Committee,  The  artizan  classes  have  been  most 
benefited.  But  the  Libraries  are  very  much  used  by  all 
classes." 

At  Cambridge,  the  News-Room  attached  to  the  Free 
Library  has  also  been  attended  with  great  success.  It  is 
supplied  with  fifteen  daily,  and  with  fifteen  weekly,  news-  The  News- 
papers; together  with  thirty-seven  weekly,  monthly,  and  ?^,jjge. 
quarterly  magazines.  In  the  Committee's  last  Report 
occurs  this  passage : — ''  Notwithstanding  the  large  supply," 
in  the  Reading  Room,  "  of  current  (periodical)  literature, 
it  has  been  found  hardly  commensurate  with  the  wants  of 
the  great  number  of  inhabitants  who  have  visited  the  room 
throughout  the  year."^  j^^^! 

In  the  late  Mr.  James  Reynolds  the  Cambridge  Free  i8«8»p  ♦• 
Library  had  a  most  liberal  benefactor ;  as  the  reader  will 
perceive  on  turning  to  the  notice  which  appears  under  his 
name  in  Book  IV. 

During  the  last  year  the  number  of  registered  Borrowers 
was  1615;   and  the  total  issue  of  volumes  was  39,880. 
Only  a  single  volume  had  been  lost,  and  that  was  replaced 
by  the  loser.      Notwithstanding  these  encouraging  results,  inadequacy 
the  Borough  Council  has  cut  down  the  annual  grant  to  rateat"^"* 
£300,  being  only  a  fraction  more  than  one-third  oi  a  penny  ^^^"^R*^* 
in  the  pound.     The  remaining  fifty  or  sixty  pounds,  re- 
quired for  the  maintenance  of  the  Library  on  the  lowest 
and  most  narrow   scale  of  expenditure,  is  eked  out  by 
the  sale  of  Catalogues,  of  newspapers,  and  of  Borrowers' 
tickets. 

Nor  is  the  management  of  the  Free  Library  of  Oxford  The  Free 
more  liberal — so  far  as  regards  the  Local  Board — than  is  Oxford, 
the  management  of  the  Cambridge  Library ;  except  inso- 
much that  at  Oxford  one-half  of  the  legal  rate  is  levied 
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instead  of  one-third.  In  number  of  volumes  the  Oxford 
institution  is  far  inferior  to  its  fellow  at  Cambridge.  But 
the  8,000  Oxford  volumes  are  divided,  in  nearly  equal  pro- 
portions, between  the  Collection  for  Consultation  in  the  Read- 
ing Room  and  that  for  lending  to  Borrowers.  The  Oxford 
Reading  Room,  therefore,  is  more  useful  than  that  at  Cam- 
bridge. Not  only  is  the  extent,  but  also  the  character,  of 
the  reading  higher.  The  writer  has  several  times  had  the 
satisfaction  of  seeing  the  room  nearly  filled  with  attentive 
readers ;  some  of  whom,  it  seemed  evident,  were  reading 
with  a  purpose.  But  with  all  due  allowance  for  the  great 
difference  of  population  as  well  as  of  means,  it  cannot  be 
said  that  the  results  of  the  Free  Libraries  in  the  university 
towns  are,  as  yet,  in  fair  proportion  to  those  which  have 
been  attained  in  the  manufacturing  and  seaport  towns. 
They  are,  nevertheless,  on  the  growing  hand. 

Thus,  at  Oxford,  the  issues  to  readers  in  the  Consulting 

section  of  the  Library  have  increased,  during  the  year  1867- 

68,  by  nearly  three  thousand  volumes  over  those  of  the  year 

1866-67  ;  the  numbers  being  respectively  7,580  and  4,707. 

lHaetfrom    In  thc  Lending  Department  the  issues  of  1867-68  were 

Uie  Oxford  *" 

Free  Library.  11,210  volumcs ;  thosc  of  twclve  prccediug  months  having 
been  about  8,000.  But  so  niggardly  is  the  annual  grant 
of  the  Local  Board,  that  it  yields  absolutely  nothing  towards 
the  expenses  of  the  Lending  Library.  These  expenses 
are  restricted  to  the  scanty  annual  product  of  the  sale 
I  Oxford     ^^  Catalogues,  and  of  Borrowers'  tickets.^     The  extent  of 

Beport,  May.  thc  usc  madc  of  the  Lending  Library  at  Oxford  is  scarcely 
one-third  of  that  which,  as  the  reader  has  seen,  obtains  at 
Cambridge.  I  hope,  and  believe,  that  the  enlargement  of 
the  Governing  Committee  will  lead  also  to  the  enlargement 
of  the  means  and  results  of  the  institution. 

One  improvement,  at  least,  has  followed,  already,  upon 
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the  improved  constitution  of  the  Committee.  For  several 
years  the  Oxford  Free  Library  had  the  unenviable  distinc- 
tion of  being  the  one  institution  of  its  kind  which  was  kept 
open  upon  Sundays.  Obviously,  where  books  are  lent — 
as  well  as  provided  for  use  within  the  walls — there  is  scarcely 
the  shadow  of  a  pretext,  even,  for  such  a  practice.  One  is 
tempted  to  think  that  the  extremely  small  pettiness  of  mind 
which,  in  some  other  matters,  is  known  occasionally  to  have 
led  the  corporators  of  a  university  town  into  an  ostentatious 
disregard  of  the  tone  and  spirit  of  university  institutions — 
as  if  the  contrast  were,  in  some  way,  an  honour — must,  in 
this  instance  also,  have  been  the  moving  cause  of  a  regula- 
tion, which  otherwise  would  seem  to  be  causeless.  Happily, 
the  practice  has  ceased.  The  Library-servants,  like  laboiu'ers 
in  other  fields,  are  permitted  to  have  a  Sabbath  rest. 

But, — with  all  drawbacks, — the  Oxford  Free  Library 
has  done  very  good  work.  Naturally,  under  the  special 
circumstances  of  a  City  in  which  old  Libraries  of  vast  ex- 
tent and  resources  are  open,  with  a  freedom  of  access  now 
not  less  munificent  than  was  the  liberality  of  the  past  gene- 
rations which  founded  them,  the  more  educated  portion  of 
the  inhabitants  have  little  occasion  to  resort  to  the  infant 
one.  Their  w^ants  are  elsewhere  met.  To  the  less  educated 
classes  its  actual  and  increasing  utility  is  in  striking  contrast 
to  its  slender  means.  To  this  fact  the  following  testimony 
has  been  borne,  by  the  late  Chairman  of  the  Managing 
Committee,  Mr.  Alderman  Sadler: — "During  the  forty 
years  of  my  public  life,  I  have  pleasure  in  declaring  that 
the  establishment  of  the  Free  Public  Library  has,  in  my 
judgment,  proved  of  more  real  benefit,  and  has  rendered 
more  sohd  advantage,  to  the  middle  and  working  classes  of 
this  City,  than  any  other  measure  which  has  been  adopted/^ 


176  FREE  TOWN  LIBRARIES,  AT  HOME. 

Free  Libra-  AmoDg  the  othcr  towiis  of  England  and  Wales  in  which 
ries  in  other  onc  OF  otheF  of  the  'Libraries  Acts'  has  been  bFought 
England.  into  actual  opcFation, — duFing  a  period  sufficiently  long  to 
aflToFd  any  notable  experience, — NoFwich,  Leamington, 
Lichfield,  Cardiff,  WaFrington,  and  BlackbuFn,  aFo  the  pFin- 
cipal.  But,  as  to  most  of  them,  all  that  need  heFe  be  said 
of  the  details  of  theiF  working  will  appeaF,  sufficiently,  in 
the  geneFal  TabulaF  View  of  Free  LibFaries  given  at  the  end 
of  this  ChaptcF. 

At  HerefoFd,  at  KiddcFminster,  at  WaFrington,  and  at 
WinchesteF,  Free  LibFaFies  have  been  foF  many  yeaFS  suc- 
cessfully established.  They  aFe  all,  howevcF,  upon  too 
small  a  scale  to  scFve,  usefully,  as  examples.  At  BFadfoFd, 
Walsall,  WolvcFhampton,  and  BuFslem,  the  foundations  of 
futuFc  Ffcc  LibFaries  have  been  Fecently  laid,  undcF  the 
Acts  of  1855  and  1866 ;  but  the  institutions  so  established 
have  not  yet  come,  of  have  scaFcely  come,  into  woFking 
OFdeF. 

At  NoFwich,  too  gFeat  expendituFe — for  a  beginning — 
was  incuFFed  upon  the  building,  and  this  has  much  impeded 
the  gFowth  of  the  LibFary.  As  eaFly  as  in  the  yeaF  1850, 
JL^i^Tof  six  hundFed  pcFsons  memorialized  the  Town  Counctt  in  favouF 
of  the  introduction  of  the  Act  of  that  yeaF.  But  no  effi- 
cient measuFcs  wcfc  taken  foF  moFe  than  thFee  yeaFS. 
Nor  was  it  until  the  SeptembcF  of  1854  that  the  fiFst  stone 
of  a  Library  building  was  laid. 

According  to  the  RepoFt  of  the  PFcliminary  Committee, 
the  cost  of  the  building  was  to  be  £7,428.  The  actual 
cost,  I  believe,  has  been  moFC  than  twice  that  sum.  This 
expenditure,  of  course,  has  not  arisen  out  of  any  plan 
which  had,  as  its  main  or  its  real  object,  the  simple  and 
cffiictual  provision  of  a  Free  LibraFy.     A  too  ambitious 
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scheme  for  combining  with  the  intended  Library  a  Mu- 
seum and  Schools  of  Art^  has  led  to  large  outlay,  actual 
debt,  and  small  results.  The  Act  has  been  in  operation 
during  fifteen  years.  The  number  of  volumes  of  books 
freely  accessible  to  a  population  of  75,000  persons,  after 
that  efflux  of  time,  is  exactly  3,642.  The  issues,  for  the 
last  year  of  which  the  returns  are  now  before  me,  amount 
to  13,480  volumes,  in  the  aggregate.  A  sum  of  about 
£600  is  stated  to  be  available,  yearly,  to  meet  the  expendi- 
ture. But — says  a  Special  Report  of  1859 — "  in  order  to 
repay  Sir  Samuel  Bignold,  the  amount  advanced  by  him 
during  the  progress  of  the  works,  a  loan  of  £6,000,  at  five 
per  cent,  was  obtained,  in  1857,  from  the  Norwich  Union 
Office ;  to  be  repaid  by  instalments  of  £200  a  year,  which, 
together  with  the  interest  of  the  loan,  will  nearly  absorb 
for  several  years  the  rate  of  one  penny  in  the  pound  per 
annum,  authorized  to  be  levied  under  the  Libraries  Act.*' 
Surely,  this  was  indeed  beginning  at  the  wrong  end. 

The  experience,  up  to  the  present  time,  of  those  persons 
who  have  attempted  to  bring  the  Libraries  Act  into  opera- 
tion, upon  any  adequate  or  creditable  scale,  within  the 
Metropolis,  is  very  far  from  satisfactory.  With  one  excep- 
tion— to  be  noticed  hereafter — it  has  been  but  a  series  of 
failures ;  due,  in  great  measure,  to  Ul-management  and  to 
the  admixture  in  the  various  attempts  of  incongruous  by- 
ends.  But  London  already  possesses  one  Free  Library, 
the  history  of  which  afibrds  a  curious  and  instructive  con- 
trast to  that  other  brief  history  which  has  just  been  given 
of  the  Free  Library  of  Norwich. 

Immediately  after  the  passing  of  the  '  Patent  Law 
Amendment  Act '  of  1852,  the  promoters  of  that  measure 
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urged  upon   the  Commissioners   of   Patents   the   public 

advantages  whicli  would  result  from  the  establishment  in 

the  new  OfBce  of  a  Free  Scientific  and  Technical  Library, 

the  Great      embracinff  not  only  the  Public  Records  of  Patented  In- 

Seal  Patent  "  •^ 

Office  in  ventions,  the  printing  of  which  had  been  authorized  by  the 
Act,  but  works  of  reference  in  all  languages,  and  more 
especially  such  as  were  likely  to  be  of  conspicuous  utility 
to  scientific,  artistic,  and  mechanical  inventors  of  various 
classes,  and  to  other  persons  having  a  direct  interest  in 
the  working  of  the  Patent  Laws.  The  promoters  were 
strongly  supported  in  their  appeal  by  the  late  Prince  Con- 
sort. 

At  the  time  of  the  passing  of  the  Patents  Amendment 
Act,  however,  it  appeared  by  no  means  certain  that  the 
great  reduction  in  the  fees  claimable  on  passing  Patents 
which  it  enacted,  would  be  followed  by  such  an  increase  in 
the  number  of  applicants,  as  to  yield  an  income  sufficient 
to  meet  even  ordinary  official  expenses.  The  Fu'st  Re- 
port to  Parliament  of  the  Commissioners,  dated  July  1854, 
displaced  all  apprehension  on  this  head,  and  showed  that 
the  income  derived  from  fees  had  already  exceeded  the 
most  liberal  calculation  which  had  previously  been  formed. 

The  same  Report  announced  the  formation  in  the  Com- 
missioners' Office  of  a  "  Library  of  Research,  to  consist  of 
the  Scientific  and  Mechanical  [i.  e.,  Technical]  works  of 
all  Nations,"  and  that  the  Library  would  be  opened  to  the 
Public  in  a  few  weeks. 

Although  the  printing  of  the  Patent  Records  had  been 
commenced  within  a  few  months  after  the  passing  of  the 
Act  of  1852,  and  had  proceeded  at  an  unexampled  rate, 
nearly  two  years  elapsed  before  accommodation  could  be 
found  in  the  Patent  Office  for  their  consultation  by  the 
Public ;  the  old  fees  for  searches  being  still  charged  in  both 
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divisions  of  the  Office.  The  promised  accommodation  was 
at  length  obtained ;  and  in  a  Report  of  the  Commissioners 
of  Patents  to  the  Treasury,  in  1858,  on  the  subject  of  a 
New  Office  and  Library,  the  institution  of  the  Library  is 
thus  recorded  : — "  In  the  year  1855  the  Commissioners  of 
Patents  established  a  Free  Public  Library  within  their 
Office,  containing  works  of  science  in  all  languages,  the 
Publications  of  the  Commissioners,  and  the  works  upon 
patented  and  other  inventions  published  in  the  British 
Colonies  and  in  Foreign  Countries.  This  Library  has 
greatly  increased,  and  continues  to  increase.  ...  it  has  now 
[1858]  become  a  collection  of  great  interest  and  importance. 
...  It  is  the  only  Library  within  the  United  Kingdom 
in  which  the  Public  have  access  not  only  to  the  Records  of 
the  Patents  of  Inventions  of  this  Country,  but  also  to 
official  and  other  documents  relating  to  inventions  in  Fo- 
reign Countries,  and  this  without  payment  of  any  fee." 

The  following  table  exhibits  the  nature  and  extent  of  the 
Patent  Office  Library  on  the  5th  of  March,  1855,  when 
first  opened  by  the  Commissioners  to  the  Public : — 
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Fbbe  Librabt  at  Gbeat  Seal  Patents  Office,  London. 


Ydamet. 

1.  The  Printed  Specifications  of  Patents,  separate 

Drawings,  and  Indexes;  then  about  8,000  'blue 
books,'  or,  when  bound, 400 

2.  The  hite  Mr.  Pbosseb'b  Collection  of  Sdentifio 

and  Technical  Works;  placed  in  the  Gonunis- 
sioners'  Office  in  1853,  in  anticipation  of  the 
opening  of  the  Free  Public  Library,  and  pur- 
chased (from  his  Representatiyes)  in  1856,  for 
the  sum  of  £372  16«. ;  704  works,  or    .        .        .   1,346 

3.  Mr.  Bennet  Woodcboft's  Collection  of  "Works 

of  a  similar  class ;  also  placed  at  the  disposal  of 
the  Commissioners  on  the  opening  of  the  Library, 
and  purchased  for  the  sum  of  £1271  15«.;  388 
works,  or 575 

4.  Other  Works,  chiefly  donations      ....        49 

Total  number  of  Volumes         ....  2,370 


In  December,  1868,  the  Library  was  estimated  to  con- 
tain upwards  of  40,000  volumes,  and  it  has  become  de- 
servedly celebrated  for  its  large  collection  of  the  Transac- 
tions of  Learned  Societies,  and  of  Scientific  and  Technical 
Journals,  in  various  languages ;  all  of  which  are  in  an  un- 
usually complete  state.  They  are  promptly  supplied  and 
are  made  available,  with  like  promptitude,  for  public  use. 
The  importance  of  systematic  facilities  of  this  kind  to 
readers  generally  is  considerable.  To  such  readers  as  are 
especially  concerned  with  the  progress  or  with  the  history 
of  scientific  invention,  it  is  simply  inestimable.  The  good 
system  followed  at  the  Patents  Office  Library  reflects 
great  credit  on  the  able  librarian,  Mr.  W.  G.  Atkinson, 
by  whom  it  was  originated ;  and  it  is  the  more  noteworthy 
on  account  of  the  great  difficulties  which,  of  late  years, 
have  been  found  to  attend  researches  for  Foreign  'Trans- 
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actions '  and  *  Journals/  when  of  very  recent  dates,  even  in 
the  magnificent  Library  of  the  British  Museum.  Obviously, 
the  vast  extent  and  encyclopaedical  character  of  the  Na- 
tional Library  increases  the  difficulty  of  keeping  it  (to  use 
a  common  and  expressive  phrase  of  commerce)  well 
'posted  up'  in  any  branch  of  literature  in  particular. 
But,  even  in  a  Library  of  forty  thousand  volumes  only,  such 
a  result  is  never  attainable,  save  by  the  union,  in  the  Li- 
brarian, of  much  practical  working  energy  vdth  a  true  zeal 
for  public  service. 

That  the  Public  have  evinced  a  growing  appreciation 
both  of  the  valuable  contents  and  of  the  liberal  manage- 
ment of  the  Library,  will  be  very  apparent  on  a  com- 
parison of  the  extent  to  which  it  was  used  in  the  years 
1858,  and  1868,  respectively.  If  the  ratio  of  increase  be 
maintained  during  the  current  year,  1869,  the  use  made 
of  the  Library  will  have  been  tripled  within  eleven  years. 
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7,322 
8,358 
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1       In  order  to  any  accurate  estimate  of  the  public  advM 
tage  which  has  resulted  from  the  Free  Library  thus  estab-  ■ 

[  lished  by  the  Commissioners  of  Patents,  and  maintained 
out  of  their  own  surplus  income,  it  has  fo  be  borne  in  mind 
that  both  the  growth  of  the  Library  and  the  increase  of  its 
readers  have  been,  in  a  considerable  degree,  imijeded  by 
the  unavoidable  inadequacy  of  the  accommodation  pro- 
vided for  them  within  the  Patent  Office  building.  In  1S64,a 
a  Select  Committee  of  the  House  of  Commons  reported  I 
that  all  the  Library  rooms  were  small  and  overcrowded, 
while  some  of  them  were  merely  "  dark  passages."  In  1 865, 
the  annual  report  of  the  Commissioners  repeated  the 
complaint,  and  called  the  attention  of  Parliament  to  the 
unquestionable  fact  that  the  evil  was  increasing  with  every 
successive  year.  The  increased  accommodation  provided  in 
ISCG  gave  but  partial  relief,  and  is  only  a  temporary  expe- 
dient. Many  have  been  the  proposals  for  dealing  with  the 
question  effectually,  by  the  erection  of  a  more  suitable  and 
expansible  building.  The  funds  for  such  an  erection  are 
superabundant.  For  the  annual  surplus  of  income  has  now- 
reached  £50,000.  Yet  hitherto  all  the  plans  for  building 
have  failed  ;  and  they  have  failed  mainly  because  they  have 
aimed  at  too  much.  They  have  sought  to  provide,  at  once, 
a  great  Museum,  for  machinery,  implements,  and  models  of 
all  kinds ;  a  large  Free  Library,  and  an  improved  Patent 
Office.  The  more  active  ]>romoters  of  these  plans  have 
differed,  occasionally,  about  the  site  best  adapted  for  the 
gigantic  building  they  call  for;  but  they  have  commonly 
agreed  in  insisting  on  an  alleged  necessity  for  providing 
Library,  Museum,  and  Office,  "  under  one  roof." 

Added  to  the  dilHcuUy  accruing  from  the  ambitious  and 
costly  character  of  the  proposals  which,  from  time  to  time, 
have  been  urged  on  the  government  of  the  day,  there  has 
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been  another  and  grave  difficulty,  arising  from  the  conflict 
of  opinion  about  our  present  Patent  Laws  themselves, — 
and  therefore  about  the  very  source  of  the  funds  from  which 
the  cost  of  the  new  building  is  to  be  defrayed. 

It  is  quite  true,  indeed,  that  amongst  inventors  there  has 
never  existed  any  considerable  amount  of  sympathy  with 
the  attacks  which  have  been  directed  against  the  principle 
of  the  existing  laws.  The  dissatisfaction  of  inventors  is 
with  the  proved  insufficiency,  and  with  the  still  excessive 
costliness,  of  that  protection  which  the  Patent  Laws  profess 
to  give.  The  men  who  attack  the  tenet  of  protection  itself 
are,  very  commonly,  traders  who  have  thriven  by  the  pro* 
ducts  of  the  brains  of  other  men,  and  who  think  that 
possibly  they  would  thrive  still  more,  were  all  brain-pro- 
ducts left  to  the  safeguard  of  the  let-him-keep-who-can 
principle.  What  such  objectors  lack  in  logic,  they  make  up 
for  in  noise,  and  in  the  power  which  grows  out  of  union. 
Their  opposition  is  formidable.  And,  whatever  may  be  its 
ultimate  success,  or  failure,  it  is  sure  to  entail  the  parlia*" 
mentary  re-discussion  of  the  whole  question  at  issue.  It  is 
plain  that,  in  the  interval,  no  scheme  which  contemplates 
the  provision,  out  of  the  Patent  Law  fund,  of  a  gigantic 
Museum  combined  with  an  adequate  Free  Library  building, 
and  working  offices,  has  any  chance  of  success.  To  insist, 
under  present  circumstances,  upon  having  both  is  simply  to 
make  it  certain  that  neither  wiU  be,  for  a  long  time  to 
come,  attained. 

On  the  other  hand,  there  exists  no  disagreement  at  all 
about  the  value  of  the  existing  Library.  Obviously,  the 
good  work  which  it  has  done  is  yearly  on  the  increase.  What- 
ever may  be  the  eventual  fate  of  the  Patent  Laws  and 
of  the  fund  which  accrues  from  them,  the  Library  will  be 
maintained.     Administrative  pledges  to  that  effect   have 
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been  given.  If  the  existing  laws  on  the  subject  in  hand 
should  still  coutinue,  for  some  years  to  come,  meaii8  of 
support  will  have  accuraulated.  Should  those  laws  be 
niatevially  changed,  the  rich  library,  and  the  accuraulated 
evidence  of  the  good  work  it  has  done,  will  become 
unanswerable  arguments  for  its  maintenance,  as  a  District 
Free  Library,  by  a  library-rate,  if  needful. 

The  suitableness  of  the  present  site  has  been  already 
proved  by  experience.  When  the  new  Iaw  Courts  are 
built  the  site  will  be  more  suitable  than  ever.  It  will  be 
BO,  even  irrespectively  of  all  changes  in  the  laws  about 
Patents.     The  fair  inference  is  not  far  to  seek.  _ 

Nearly  all  the  attempts  to  establish,  in  the  Metropolis  c 
in  the  suburbs,  Free  Libraries  supported  by  rate,  under  the^ 
provisions  of  the  Act  of  1850  or  those  of  its  successors, 
have  hitherto  failed.  The  history  of  their  failure  and  of  its 
varied  causes  would  be  scarcely  less  instructive — in  respect 
of  its  many  bearings  on  the  broad  subject  of  public  educa- 
tion— than  is  the  history  (howsoever  inadequately  it  may 
have  been  told)  of  the  many  rate-supported  Libraria 
which,  in  other  parts  of  the  kingdom,  have  so  conspicuousljj 
succeeded.  But,  in  these  pages,  this  part  of  the  subjet 
can  be  only  glanced  at. 

At  the  close  of  the  year  1854,  the  proposition  to  adopt^ 
the  Libraries  Act  within  the  City  of  Loudon  was  submitted 
to  the  Ratepayers  assembled  in  Guildhall.     It  was  so  sub- 
mitted without  any  effort,  wortliy  of  mention,  to  arouse  or  > 
to  inform  public  opinion  either  about  the  incidence  of  thj 
proposed  rate;  or  about  the  true  nature  of  the  Act, 
objects,  or  its  actual  operations  elsewhere.     Had  it  been 
the    express   purpose  of  the   promoters  of  the  Guildhall 
meeting  to  throw  discredit  on  the  proposition  they  professed 
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to  advocate,  they  could  hardly  have  used  means  better 
adapted  to  that  end.  In  1855,  the  proposition  to  form  a 
Free  Library  for  the  City  was  renewed,  though  in  a  very 
different  form.  Marvellous  as  it  may  now  sound,  it  was 
gravely  attempted  to  extract  out  of  the  history  of  the  striking 
success  of  the  Free  Libraries  already  established,  under  the 
Act  of  1850,  props  for  an  argument  urging  the  Citizens  of 
London  to  do,  once  again,  what  had  previously  and 
repeatedly  been  done,  in  many  parts  of  London,  with 
very  little  success,  if  with  any  at  all.  The  Free  Libraries 
had  achieved — even  as  early  as  in  1855 — an  amount  of 
educational  and  social  work  theretofore,  in  any  Uke  channel, 
unexampled.  Every  single  step  in  their  progress  is  directly 
traceable  to  their  two  great  principles : — (1)  Permanent 
support,  by  a  permanent  rate ;  (2)  Express  (though,  of 
necessity,  gradual)  adaptation  to  the  requirements  of  all 
classes  of  ratepayers,  without  any  exception.  The  one 
principle  lifts  the  *  Free  Library,'  from  its  infancy,  above 
those  claptrap  expedients  to  get  money  which  so  quickly 
brought  the  actual  history  of  our  *  Mechanics'  Institutes ' 
and  '  Literary  Institutions '  into  such  conspicuous  contrast 
with  the  glowing  promise  of  their  Plans  and  Prospectuses. 
The  other  principle  brings,  sooner  or  later,  to  every  rate- 
payer as  certain  and,  ultimately,  as  direct  a  return  of  benefit, 
as  that  which  he  derives  from  his  payment  towards  the 
paving,  or  the  lighting,  of  the  district  wherein  he  lives. 
Conjointly,  they  give  a  public  and  legislative  recognition  to 
the  pregnant  fact  that  in  regard  to  means  of  mental  culture 
Society  has  a  common  interest,  wholly  apart  from  and 
raised  quite  above  the  mere  gradations  and  class-distinc- 
tions of  its  constituent  parts.  In  a  word,  the  institution  of 
the  Free  Libraries  broadened  the  public  domain. 

Yet,  five  years  after  the  passing  of  the  Act  by  which 
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these  Libraries  were  brought  into  being,  the  establishment 
of  a  Free  Library  within  the  City  of  London  was,  with 
perfect  gravity  (and  with  truly  excellent  intentions)  advo- 
cated as  a  "  way  of  befriending  the  poor,  and  others,  a  little 
higher  up  in  the  social  scale,  who  will  not  ask  or  receive  the 
dole  of  bread,  or  the  sack  of  coals."  There  is  httle  need  to 
wonder  that  the  failure  of  1855  followed  hard  on  that  of 
1854.  Another  and  more  elaborate  attempt,  in  the  great 
metropolitan  district  of  Marylebone,  failed  from  very  similar 
causes  ;  though  they  are  not  to  be  found  recorded — at  least 
in  print— with  so  much  naivete. 

The  Free  Thc  Solitary  successful  attempt,  up  to  the  present  time,  to 

St.  Margaret  iutroducc  thc  Libraries  Act  into  the  Metropolis  was  made 
in  Westminster,  where  a  Free  Library,  for  the  united 
parishes  of  St.  Margaret  and  St.  John,  was  established,  in 
the  year  1856,  under  the  provisions  of  the  Act  of  1855.  It 
began  on  a  very  modest  scale,  but  its  working  has  been 
attended  with  excellent  results.  There  are  now  two  lending 
libraries — one  in  Westminster  proper,  and  one  at  Knights- 
bridge,  opened  for  public  use  in  March  1859 — ^in  addition  to 
a  small  consulting  collection.  The  rate  now  levied  is  one 
halfpenny  in  the  pound,  and  its  product  about  £2,200  a 
year.  The  extent  of  the  collections  and  their  annual  issues 
are  stated  in  the  general  *  Table  of  Free  Libraries/  The 
at  the  end  of   succcssful  establishment  of  the  Westminster  Library  is  due, 

this  Chapter.  .  i.     x         ^      in,/  „ 

in  great  measure,  to  the  exertions  of  Lord  Chancellor 
Hatherley  (then  Sir  William  Page  Wood). 

In  what  has  been  already  accomplished  under  the  Libra- 
ries Act,,  the  north  and  north-western  parts  of  England 
have,  as  yet,  a  much  larger  share  than  the  south  and  south- 
western  parts.     Several  causes  have  contributed  to  this 
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result ;  none,  perhaps,  more  conspicuously  than  the  natural 
influences  of  trade  and  commerce,  when  developed  so 
rapidly  as  to  bring  to  the  front  rank,  almost  within  the  life- 
time of  one  generation,  towns  which  before  were  of  compa- 
ratively small  account.  But  the  example  will  teU,  eventually, 
upon  all.  Permanence  of  support,  by  means  of  a  limited 
rate  which  can  never  be  oppressive,  commends  itself  alike 
to  towns  in  which  the  foundation  of  a  Library  has  yet  to  be 
laid,  and  to  those  which  already  possess,  by  private  munifi- 
cence, a  public  collection  (whether  more  or  less  well 
furnished),  by  way  of  beginning.  And,  of  all  the  con- 
spicuous southern  towns,  Southampton  has  most  reason  to 
profit  by  the  experience  in  this  matter  of  the  North  of 
England.  It  has  large  and  growing  means.  It  possesses, 
by  two  bequests,  the  groundwork  of  what  might  easily  be 
made  into  a  Town  Library  fit  to  rank  with  those  of  Birming- 
ham, Manchester,  and  Liverpool.  By  the  bequest  of  Mr. 
G.  F.  Pitt,  the  town  of  Southampton  possesses  a  Library 
of  more  than  four  thousand  volumes,  but  of  which  little 
public  use  has  yet  been  made.  By  that  of  Mr.  H.  R, 
Haetley  it  has  inherited  a  siun  of  forty  thousand  pounds, 
a  portion  of  which  is  applicable  to  the  purchase  of  books 
and  the  maintenance  of  a  Free  Library  for  all  classes  of  the 
population.  The  history  of  this  last-named  bequest  is 
instructive. 

Henry  Robinson  Hartley  was  a  native  of  Southampton,  H.RHiiruey 
and  the  only   son   of    a   prosperous   and   wealthy  wine  ^!^i^' 
merchant,  from  whom  he  inherited  a  considerable  fortime.  ^*^**"*^ 
He  was  sent  to  the  Free  Grammar  School  of  his  native 
town,  about  the  year  1790.     His  schoolboy  reputation  was 
one   of  much   promise.     But   an   early  and   unfortunate 
marriage  turned  what  seems  to  have  been  a  genial  youth 
first  into  soiu*ed  misanthropy ;  and  then  into  self-banished 
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exile.  For  very  many  years  the  strange  aspect  of  a  con- 
spicuous but  closely-shut  and  decaying  house,  in  which  the 
owner  would  neither  dwell,  nor  suflPer  anybody  else  to  dwell, 
was  wont  to  attract  the  attention  of  visitors  to  Southampton. 
Mr.  Hartley  died  at  Calais,  in  May  1850;  leaving  the 
bulk  of  his  fortune  to  his  fellow-townsmen.  His  Will  bore 
date  30  August^  1843,  and  its  most  important  clause  was 
in  these  words :  "  I  give  and  bequeath  the  residue  of  my 
personal  estate  unto  the  Mayor  and  Town  Councilmen  of 
the  town  and  county  of  Southampton,  and  to  their  succes- 
sors as  a  Corporation,  in  trust  for  the  following  uses : — First, 
that  the  said  Mayor  and  Tovni  Councilmen  shall  cause  a 
small  building  to  be  erected  on  part  of  my  leasehold  estate, 
lying  to  the  eastward  of  my  house  in  the  parish  of  Holy 
Rood,  in  Southampton,  to  serve  as  a  repository  for  my 
household  furniture,  books,  manuscripts,  and  other  move- 
ables ;  and  that  they  shall  appoint  a  person,  with  a  salary, 
to  have  the  care  of  the  same ;  and,  after  the  expenses 
necessary  for  carrying  the  above-specified  purpose  into 
effect  are  fully  paid  and  provided  for,  to  employ  the  dividend, 
interest,  or  annual  proceeds,  arising  from  my  said  residuary 
estate,  as  they  may  think  fit,  in  such  manner  as  may  best  pro- 
mote the  study  and  advancement  of  the  sciences  of  Natural 
History,  Astronomy,  Antiquities,  and  Classical  and  Oriental 
Literature  in  the  town  of  Southampton,  such  as  by  forming 
a  Public  Library,  Botanic  Garden,  Observatory,  and  Collec- 
tion of  objects  in  connection  with  the  above-named  sciences." 
ITie  residue  so  bequeathed  amounted,  ultimately,  to  nearly 
£110,000.  But  the  Will  was  opposed  by  an  alleged 
daughter  of  the  testator  (bom,  it  seems,  after  the  annul- 
ment of  his  marriage),  and  chiefly  upon  these  two  grounds  - 

(1)  That  it  was  in  contravention  of  the  Statute  of  Mortmain ; 

(2)  That  the   testator,   being  domiciled  in   France,   was 
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subject  to  the  testamentary  law  of  France,  in  virtue  of 
which  one  half  at  least  of  the  testator's  property  must  go 
to  the  next  of  kin.  And  of  other  objections,  and  claims, 
more  or  less  colourable,  the  number  was  not  small.  Between 
the  years  1851  and  1858,  more  than  forty  thousand  pounds 
had  been  spent  in  litigation ;  although  the  acting  executor 
was  most  anxious  to  secure  the  full  benefit  of  the  bequest 
to  the  town.  It  was  then  determined  to  make  a  compro- 
mise. The  testator's  daughter  (or  putative  daughter) 
received  £17,500  out  of  the  residue.  Another  claimant 
received  £5,000.  The  remaining  £45,000  fell  to  the 
Corporation  of  Southampton,  in  trust  for  the  purposes  of 
the  Wm. 

It  is  obvious  that  these  purposes  were  already  too  exten- 
sive,— if  carried  out  with  real  eflSciency, — even  for  the 
undiminished  bequest.  But  had  the  public  spirit  of  the 
town  been,  at  that  favourable  time,  suflBciently  aroused  to 
place  the  contemplated  institution  under  the  provisions  of 
the  Libraries  and  Museums  Acts,  the  forty  thousand 
pounds  which  had  been  saved  from  the  lawyers  would  have 
been  a  noble  formation,  endowment,  and  building  fund,  for 
Museum,  Library,  and  Lectures ;  backed  by  another 
assured  fund,  for  the  expenses  of  ordinary,  eflPective,  and 
permanent  maintenance.  This  step  has  yet  to  be  taken. 
Meanwhile,  nearly  eighteen  thousand  pounds  have  been 
absorbed  in  necessary  building  expenses,  so  that  the  really 
operative  fund  has  been  reduced  to  about  twenty-five 
thousand  pounds. 

The  new  structure  is  of  Italian  architecture ;  is  composed 
of  three  distinct  blocks  of  building  (Library;  Museum; 
Lecture  Hall)  and  is  a  conspicuous  ornament  to  the  town. 
It  was  opened,  with  much  ceremony  and  public  rejoicing, 
on  the  14th  October,  1862,  by  the  then  Prime  Minister, 
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Lord  Palme  RSTON,  by  whom  also  the  first  stone  of  the 
institution  had  been  laid  in  the  previous  year. 

By  way  of  brief  summary  of  what  has  been  already 
achieved,  within  the  United  Kingdom,  under  the  various 
Libraries  Acts,  during  the  eighteen  years  which  have 
elapsed  since  the  Royal  Assent  was  given  to  the  first  of 
them,  it  may  suflSce  to  say  that  rates  for  Free  Libraries  are 
now  levied  in  thirty-four  towns;  that  in  those  towns, 
collectively,  twenty  Consulting  Libraries,  and  forty- four 
Lending  Libraries,  have  been  estabhshed,  within  which,  in 
the  aggregate,  more  than  420,000  volumes  have  been  pro- 
vided for  public  use,  with  ample  means  /or  needful  renewal 
from  time  to  time  and  for  permanent  maintenance ;  whilst 
the  average  annual  issues  of  books  to  readers  already 
amount,  in  the  aggregate,  to  2,938,000  volumes.  The 
details — as  far  as  respects  those  of  the  Free  Libraries  which 
are  already  in  full  operation — may  be  seen  in  the  folding 
table  which  faces  page  192. 

The  chapters  which  follow  will  enable  the  reader  to  form 
some  comparative  estimate  of  what  has  been  efiected,  in  a 
like  direction,  in  several  other  countries.  As  respects 
France  and  Germany,  *  Free  Libraries '  are  institutions  of 
great  antiquity.  But  many  of  them  had  fallen  into  a  con- 
dition of  neglect,  arrear,  and  disorder.  Recent  British 
legislation  on  this  subject  has  not  been  without  its  in- 
fluence towards  improvement,  both  in  France  and  in 
Germany.  But  it  is  still  true  that,  in  respect  to  Town 
Libraries,  we  have — after  all  that  has  been  done  in  Britain, 
Hi^u^"  of  late  years — more  to  learn  than  to  teach.  And,  above  all 
•nd  Govern-    tliiuffs  clsc  (as  far  as  the  matter  under  view  is  concerned), 

mental  help.  o  ^  ^  /» 

we  have  yet  to  learn  that  Free  Libraries  are  just  as  reason- 
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ably  institutions  of  national  concern  as  are  Free  Schools. 
They  ought  not,  therefore,  to  be  left,  absolutely  and  in  all 
cases  indiscriminately,  to  mere  local  effort.  They  have  as 
good  a  claim  as  have  Schools  to  Parliamentary  and  Admi- 
nistrative assistance  and  encouragement,  under  due  regula- 
tions. They  stand  in  as  great  need  of  systematic  official 
inspection,  and  of  full  and  efficient  publicity. 

Some  channels  by  which  very  useful,  and  not  very  costly, 
help  could  at  once  be  afforded,  will  be  sufficiently  indicated 
by  a  quotation  from  a  Parliamentary  Report  of  1853 : — 
"  Wherever  Free  PubUc  Libraries  are  established,  your 
Committee  recommend  that,  upon  application  from  the 
managing  body,  the  Parliamentary  Papers  should  there- 
upon be  sent  to  them,  free  of  all  charge,  and  immediately 
upon  publication."  The  Report  in  which  this  passage 
occurs  was  an  unanimous  Report,  made  after  an  elaborate 
inquiry.  It  was  backed  by  nearly  three  hundred  petitions 
to  Parliament.  And  its  special  importance  lies  in  the  fact 
that  the  recommendation  applies  to  the  very  important  pub- 
lications of  the  Boards  of  Admiralty  and  Ordnance  ;  to  those 
of  the  Registrar  General ;  to  those  of  the  Master  of  the  Rolls ; 
and  to  many  others  of  like  character,  with  even  greater  force 
than  to  the  Papers  of  Parliament  itself.  But  the  inertia  of 
official  routine,  coupled  with  certain  more  active  opposition 
(not,  it  may  well  be,  of  a  quite  disinterested  character), 
have  been  hitherto  too  strong  an  obstacle.  For  sixteen 
years,  a  proposition  reasonable  on  the  face  of  it,  and  carry- 
ing the  additional  weight  of  a  precedent  and  exhaustive 
inquiry,  has  remained  a  dead  letter. 

Nor  is  the  argument  for  the  extension,  to  the  Free 
Libraries  of  the  smaller  and  poorer  towns,  of  direct  grants 
of  money,  when  the  special  circumstances  of  the  case  need 
it,  less  valid  or  less  conclusive.     The  object  is  as  truly 
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educational  and  as  broadly  national  as  is  any  one  of  the 
many  objects  to  which  public  grants  are  now  applied, 
whether  under  the  Department  of  Science  and  Art,  or 
under  the  Committee  of  Council  for  Education. 


Note  on  the  working  of  the  Hartley  Institution,  and  on  tbmfeoposed 
introduction  of  the  libraries  act  into  southampton. 

[Page  189.] 

When  tlie  foregoing  notice  of  the  ori^n  of  the  Hartley  Institution, 
and  of  the  strong  argument  thence  speciially  accruing  for  the  introduc- 
tion of  the  Libraries  Act  into  Southampton,  was  put  into  print,  I  waa 
not  aware  that  the  subject  had  been  already  brought  before  the  Town 
Council,  in  the  shape  of  an  able  Report  from  the  Curator  of  the  Insti- 
tution, Dr.  Francis  T.  Bond.  That  Report  (as  I  have  since  learnt,) 
strongly  advocated  the  adoption  of  the  Act,  and  was  made  in  May,  1867. 

At  present,  the  Institution  has  an  income  of  about  £1,400  a  year,  of 
which  somewhat  less  than  two  thirds  is  permanent,  and  the  remaining 
third  is  derived  from  variable  subscriptions  and  admission  fees.  The 
Library  includes  the  collection  bequeathed  to  Southampton  by  Mr. 
G.  F.  FiTT;  contains  about  6,000  volumes;  and  is  accessible  only  to 
subscribers. 

"  The  town,"  says  Dr.  Bond,  in  the  Report  above-named,  "  seriously 
wants  a  Free  Library.  In  all  towns  which  are  alive  to  their  best  interests 
such  a  Library  is  rapidly  coming  to  be  looked  on  as  equally  essential 

with  a  Town  Hall  or  Market  Place So  far  from  the 

acquisition  of  the  Hartley  Institution  being  an  excuse  for  the  town 
abandoning  its  intention  of  forming  a  Free  Museum  and  Library,  it 
should  be  the  strongest  incentive  to  proceeding  with  it."  This  passage 
refers  to  the  adoption  (nearly  twenty  years  ago,  and  prior  to  any  know- 
ledge of  the  Hartley  bequest,)  of  the  '  Museums  Act'  of  1845.  Hitherto 
that  adoption  has  had  no  practical  consequences.  It  was  thought,  in 
1850,  that  the  Hartley  fund  was  almost  inexhaustible. 
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Chapteb  I.  The  Town,  Communal,  and  Populab  Libbabibs  of 
Fbance. 

II.  The  Town   Libbabies  and  Populab  Libbabies  of 
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III.  Notes  on  the  Town  Libbabies  of  bomb  othbb  Con- 
tinental States. 


CHAPTER  I. 

THE  TOWN,  COMMUNAL,  AND  POPULAR  LLBBABIE8  OF 

FRANCE, 

The  Town  Library  of  Lyons, — That  of  Troyes. — Sytichronism  of  Henne- 
quin's  gift  to  Troyes,  and  of  the  gifts  of  Henry  Du  Bouchet  and  of 
Cardinal  Mazzarini  to  Paris. — AUemation  of  periods  of  neglect  with 
those  of  increase  and  improved  tnanagement, — Summary  View  of  the 
number,  extent,  and  income  of  the  French  Town  and  Communal  Li- 
braries, based  on  the  Official  Statistics  collected  in  1855-57. — Classified 
examples  of  the  statistical  details. — Need  of  new  efforts  to  extend  the 
benefits  of  Public  Libraries  to  all  dosses  of  the  poptUaiion, — Formaiian 
of  Popular  Libraries  in  the  several  districts  of  Paris — And  of  Primary 
School  Libraries  throughoul  France, 

From  an  early  period  of  their  existence  those  among  the 
Provincial  Libraries  of  France  which  belong  to  the  munici- 
paHties — or  which  are  under  the  management,  more  or  less 
exclusive,  of  such  bodies — have  been  made  widely  acces- 
sible to  the  Public  generally,  so  far  as  concerns  the 
liberality  of  their  rules  of  admission.  But  in  very  many 
cases,  the  liberal  regulations  were  by  no  means  duly 
supported  by  liberal  maintenance.  Many  a  Town  Library, 
the  doors  of  which  stood  freely  open,  was  very  little  used. 
Some  collections  were  adapted  to  meet  scarcely  any  demand 
save  that  of  the  learned.  Others  were  suffered  to  fall  so 
greatly  into  arrear  as  scarcely  to  answer  the  requirements 
of  any  class  of  readers  whatever. 

The  history  even  of  those  among  the  French  Town 
Libraries  which  combine  remote  antiquity  of  origin  with 
preat  existing  worth  is  a  very  chequered  one.     Some  of 
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them  can  trace  their  first  germ  to  a  period  as  remote  as  the 
earlier  part  of  the  sixteenth  century ;  and  can  show  the 
records  of  splendid  gifts — coupled  in  some  instances  with 
express  injunctions,  from  the  donors,  or  testators,  of  unre- 
stricted publicity  of  access — made  in  the  seventeenth  cen- 
tury. But  the  period  of  vigour  is  very  often  followed  by  a 
period  of  torpor  and  neglect. 
8ee,iiere-  Lyons,  for  cxamplc,  had  a  Municipal  Library  as  early  as 
ivTiiider  in  1530.  It  received  several  important  benefactions  in 
1659,  in  1693,  and  in  subsequent  years.  Then  came  a 
time  of  lax  and  unfaithful  guardianship,  so  that  before  the 
outbreak  of  the  Revolution  it  had  sustained  many  losses. 
At  the  close  of  the  century,  the  course  of  events  entailed 
graver  losses  still.  Under  the  first  Empire  these  were  in 
part  repaired,  and  the  Town  Library  of  Lyons  entered  on  a 
new  career.  It  is  now  estimated  to  contain  nearly  160,000 
volumes  ;*  and  it  is  largely  frequented.  The  doors  of  its 
reading-room  are  open  freely  to  all  comers.  To  borrowers, 
books  are  issued  only  by  exception,  and  under  the  special 
authorization  of  the  Mayor.  The  annual  municipal  expen- 
diture for  books,  binding,  and  other  like  expenses  (but 
exclusive  of  the  expenses  for  salaries  and  wages),  amounts 
to  about  £500  sterling. 

As  another  example — ^and  it  is  by  a  few  examples  only 
that  so  wide  a  subject  can  be  treated  within  the  limits  of 
this  volume — the  Town  Library  of  Troyes  may  be  taken. 
This  institution  has  special  interest  as  being  the  first 
Municipal  Collection  in  France,  the  organization  of  which  as 

*  Compare  the  official  returns  of  1855-57  with  the  later  statements  in 
Didot's  *  Anniuiire.*  Of  the  libi-ary  statistics  given  from  time  to  time  in 
Didot's  publication,  M.  Gustave  Brunet  (writing  in  1860)  speaks  thus: 
'*  Thoy  are  not,  perhaps,  in  aU  cases  minutely  accurate,  but  in  general, 
I  believe,  they  may  be  received  with  confidence."  {*  Dictionnaire  de 
Bibliologie;  p.  178.) 
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a   strictly   *  Free  Library '  can  be  assigned  to  a  precise 
date. 

Times  of  unusual  political  and  warlike  excitement  have 
often  proved  to  be  times  characterised  also  by  more  than 
usual  efforts  for  social  progress.  Whilst,  on  the  one  hand, 
such  periods  have  put  very  obvious  and  severe  impediments 
in  the  onward  path,  they  are  found  to  have  given  not 
infrequently  a  sort  of  compensating  stimulus,  on  the  other 
hand,  both  to  the  improvement  of  old  institutions  and  to  ri^the 
the  creation  of  new.  The  history  of  Free  Libraries  in  ^^!^ 
several  parts  of  the  world  illustrates,  in  its  measure,  one 
phase,  at  leasts  of  a  general  and  suggestive  truth. 

In  France,  a  very  turbulent  period  is  marked  by  the 
foundation  of  three  Free  Libraries  within  nine  years.  In 
England,  a  period  both  similar  and  contemporaneous  is 
marked  by  the  erection  of  the  only  Free  Library  which 
England  possessed  before  the  passing  of  the  '  Libraries  Act ' 
of  1850. 

Cardinal  Mazarin's  famous  library  was  not  fully 
organized  as  a  public  institution  until  long  after  his  death. 
But  its  actual  publicity  dates  from  1643.  In  days  of 
fierce  party  conflict,  fast  ripening  for  civil  war,  the  Cardinal 
put  a  splendid  collection  of  books  freely  at  the  command  of 
the  Public  of  Paris.  Its  subsequent  and  remarkable 
history  has  been  often  told. 

Eight  years  later  the  same  Parisian  community  received 
a  like  gift — although  a  lesser  one — from  the  hands  of 
Henry  Du  Bouchet  de  Bournonville.  This  book- 
lover  bequeathed  his  Library,  in  April,  1652,  to  the 
Monastic  Community  of  St.  Victor,  at  Paris,  on  the  express 
condition  that  they  should  maintain  it  as  a  public  collec- 
tion, freely  accessible. 

Nearly  at  the  same  period  James  Hennequin  bequeathed 
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The  Library  hls  Library  to  his  fellow-townsmen  of  Troyes;  choosing 
ofTroyM.  ^j^^  Town  Council*  as  his  trustees,  and  expressly  directing 
them  to  keep  the  Library  open  "for  all  those  who  may 
desire  to  come  in."  This  absolutely  free  access  was  to  be 
maintained,  during  at  least  three  days  of  every  week,  from 
noon  until  sunset.  Such  are  the  terms  of  his  Will.  The 
testator  was  a  Doctor  of  the  Sorbonne. 

Until  the  date  of  the  Revolution,  no  very  notable  acces- 
sions came  to  the  Library  founded  by  H£NNEquiN.  Nor 
are  there  any  satisfactory  accoimts  of  the  extent  to  which 
it  was  used.  But  here,  as  in  so  many  other  parts  of 
Erance,  the  Revolution  brought  with  it  large  accessions 
from  the  Libraries  of  the  dissolved  Monasteries.  Those 
received  from  the  Community  of  the  Oratory,  at  Troyes 
itself,  and  from  the  famous  Benedictine  Abbey  of  Clairvaux, 
were  of  especial  value,  and  of  vast  extent.  Some  precious 
MSS.,  which  had  been  taken  from  Clairvaux  and  were 
intended  for  Troyes,  miscarried  in  their  transit.f  A  por* 
tion  of  these,  it  seems,  passed  into  other  public  collections. 
Another  portion  fell  into  the  hands  of  private  collectors. 
But  the  additions  actually  made  to  the  Town  Library  of 
Troyes  sufficed  to  raise  it  to  the  first  class  amongst  provincial 
collections. 

In  1803,  the  government  of  the  day  sent  Commissaries 
into  the  provinces  with  instructions  to  visit  as  well  the 
Libraries  which  had  been  already  enriched  with  the  spoils 
of  the  Monasteries  as  the  yet  undistributed  accumulations 
of  like   origin  which    were   lying   under  the   temporary 

*  According  to  one  account ;  apparently  well  founded.  Bat  according 
to  anothor  account — and  that  given  in  an  official  Report — the  OordelieiB 
of  Troyes  were  the  Trustees  of  Hennequin's  library  before  it  passed  to 
the  Municipality. 

t  Libri,  *  Rapports  au  Ministere  de  rindmctian  PubUque ;'  published 
in  the  '  Journal  des  Savants*  1841-42. 


THE  LIBRARY  OF  TBOYES.  199 

guardianship,  sometimes  of  the  departmental,  sometimes  of 
the  municipal  authorities.  These  Commissaries  were  em- 
powered to  make  selections  and  transfers;  partly  (as  it 
seems)  with  a  view  to  estabhshing  a  more  equal  participa- 
tion  amongst  the  Provincial  Libraries  themselves ;  partly.- 
and  more  especially, — for  the  aggrandizement  of  those  of 
the  Capital. 

In  this  way  the  Troyes  Library  was  deprived  of  about 
three  thousand  five  hundred  printed  volumes;  and  of 
nearly  five  hundred  manuscripts.  In  each  department  the 
volumes  so  transferred  comprised  some  of  the  choicest 
books  in  the  Collection.  Part  were  sent  to  Paris ;  part  to 
Montpellier;  part  to  Dijon.  Yet,  after  all  these  losses, 
the  relative  position  of  the  Town  Library  of  Troyes  amongst 
institutions  of  the  same  class  was  little  altered.  At  the 
date  of  the  latest  general  report  on  the  Provincial  Libra- 
ries of  France — drawn  up  in  1854— only  four  other 
provincial  collections  stood  higher  in  the  number  of  their 
printed  books  (Strasburgh,  Lyons,  Bordeaux,  and  Rouen), 
whilst  in  the  extent  of  its  Collection  of  Manuscripts  it  was 
without  a  rival.  The  printed  books  were  returned  as  about 
100,000  volumes;  the  MSS.  as  about  3000.  But  it  was, 
and  is,  little  usedi  in  comparison  with  its  extent  and 
intrinsic  value.  At  the  date  of  the  report  referred  to,  its 
average  daily  number  of  readers  was  but  twenty-five.* 
Its  income  from  the  municipal  funds  was  about  £180  a 
year. 

In  the  same  year  in  which  James  Hennequin  bequeathed 
to  Troyes  its  Free  Town  Library,  Humphrey  Chethah 
made  the  Will,  under  the  provisions  of  which  Manchester 

*  '  8iaii$Hque  des  Biblioihiqueg  Publi^[ue8  de  France*  (printed  in  1856- 

67). 
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was  to  inherit  a  Free  Library  in  connexion  with  its  Free 
School.  In  France,  during  the  following  two  centuries, 
Hennequin  had  many  imitators.  In  England,  during  the 
same  period,  Chetham  had  scarcely  one. 

Elaborate  as  are  the  French  official  returns  on  many 
heads  of  inquiry  connected  with  its  Public  Libraries,  they 
TheB«tanu    do  uot  afford  the  means  of  discriminating,  in  all  cases  and 
TownLibn-    with  cxact  prccision,  those  among  the  Provincial  Libraries 
57"  which  strictly  belong  to  cities,  towns,  or  communes  from 

others  which  belong  to  institutions  of  various  kinds  esta- 
blished in  such  towns  or  communes^  but  not  expressly 
municipal^  although  in  many  cases  deriving  part  of  their 
support  from  municipal  sources.  There  is  ground,  how- 
ever, for  stating,  broadly,  that  whilst  more  than  three 
hundred  French  towns  and  villages  now  possess  Free 
Libraries,  administered  and  maintained  by  the  munici- 
palities, there  are  in  addition  to  that  number  many  other 
Provincial  Libraries,  of  various  origin  and  variously 
governed,  which  in  practice  are  as  freely  accessible  as  are 
the  libraries  belonging  directly  to  the  towns  themselves. 
The  total  number  of  French  Provincial  Libraries,  freely 
open  to  the  public  at  large,  was  in  1857,  at  the  least, 
three  hundred  and  forty  ;  and  of  these  not  less  than  three 
hundred  and  two  were  both  Free  Consulting  Libraries  and 
Free  Lending  Libraries.  The  other  thirty-eight  were 
Lending  Libraries  exclusively.  They  were  as  accessible  as 
the  others ;  but  they  possessed  no  reading  rooms.  Forty- 
one  libraries  out  of  the  three  hundred  and  three  of  this 
class  which  combined  Consulting  Collections  with  Lending 
Collections,  had  reading  rooms  which  were  open  during 
the  evening  as  well  as  during  the  day. 

As  will  be  seen,  presently,  the  large  efforts  which  have 
been  made  very  recently  to  increase  and  to  diffuse  the 
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educational  advantages  of  easily  accessible  books  have,  for 
the  most  part,  taken  new  channels. 

Of  the  existing  '  Town  Libraries '  of  Prance  a  consider- 
able number  date  their  virtual  origin  from  that  Act  of  the 
National  Convention  which  transferred  many  of  the  libra- 
ries of  the  suppressed  monastic  communities  to  the  newly- 
founded  'Central  Schools*  of  the  revolutionary  period. 
Under  the  Consulate,  those  schools  were  entirely  re- 
organized and  their  libraries  were  given  to  the  municipali- 
ties of  the  towns.  The  books  thus  acquired  became,  in 
some  cases,  an  augmentation  of  Town  Libraries  already 
formed^  but,  in  a  much  larger  number  of  cases,  they  were 
made  the  groundwork  of  new  Collections,  the  future  main- 
tenance of  which  devolved  upon  the  corporate  funds. 

As  the  local  corporations  have  to  meet  the  charges  of 
maintenance,  the  Mayor,  on  their  behalf,  has  usually  the 
patronage  of  appointments  in  the  Town  Libraries.     For  a 
very  brief  interval — in  the  year  1839 — this  provision  was 
altered.     The  Royal '  Ordonnance*  of  the  22nd  of  February 
in  that  year,  framed  by  M.  de  Salvandt,  decreed  that  the  ordomume$ 
Minister  of  Public  Instruction  should  thenceforth  appoint  issj.utreui, 
the  Librarians  on  the  occurrence  of  vacancies.    The  change 
naturally  excited  dissatisfaction  in  the  towns.     When  M. 
ViLLEMAiN   became,  during  the   same   year.  Minister  of 
Public  Instruction  a  new  Ordonnance  was  issued  by  which  *Rappori'»m 
the  former  practice  of  appointment,  by  the  Mayors,  was  ^^^' 
restored. 

The  aggregate  contents  of  the  Free  Town  and  Com- 
munal Libraries  of  France  may  be  estimated  to  have 
amounted,  in  1868,  to  about  4,122,000  volumes  of  printed 
books,  and  44,070  Manuscripts.     At  some  periods  hereto- 
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fore,  a  return  of  the  MSS.  in  the  Provincial  Libraries 
would  have  shown  a  larger  aggregate.  For  many  MSS. 
have  at  various  times,  and  under  various  governments,  been 
selected  out  of  the  provincial  establishments  for  the 
aggrandizement  of  the  great  libraries  of  the  Capital,  and 
more  especially,  of  the  Imperial  Library  of  Paris,  in  the 
way  of  which  an  example  has  been  already  cited  in  regard 
to  Troyes. 

The  amounts  expended  by  the  Municipalities  throughout 
France,  for  the  support  of  their  Free  Libraries,  vaiy  from 
year  to  year.  In  1854,  the  aggregate  amount  was  about 
408,000  francs  (£17,000).  Of  this  sura  223,000  francs 
were  absorbed  in  salaries  and  wages.  At  present  (1868) 
the  total  outlay  may  be  estimated  as  scarcely  exceeding 
450,000  francs.  In  addition  to  this  municipal  expenditure 
there  is,  it  will  be  remembered^  a  considerable  national 
expenditure  for  the  augmentation  of  the  books  by  liberal 
governmental  gifts,  made  from  year  to  year.  This  source 
has  no  real  parallel  in  our  British  experience.  The  gifts 
of  individuals  have  also,  in  many  towns,  been  very  liberal. 

So  far  as  the  use  made  of  the  French  Town  Libraries  is 
shewn  by  the  official  returns  it  appears  to  fall  far  short  of 
that  due  proportion  to  the  extent  and  intrinsic  value  of  the 
libraries  which  might  be  looked  for.  The  statistics  pub- 
lished between  the  years  1855-7  appear  to  be  the  latest — 
extending  to  the  whole  of  France — which  are  attainable. 
As  respects  the  use  and  frequentation  of  the  libraries,  they 
are  restricted  to  the  numbers  of  readers  who  attend  the 
reading  rooms.  They  supply  no  information  as  to  the 
extent  of  the  issues  of  books  to  borrowers.  According  to 
those  returns,  the  aggregate  daily  attendance  of  readers  in 
the  reading  rooms  of  three  hundred  and  three  freely  ac- 
cessible Consulting  Libraries  (belonging  to  as  many  several 


RETURNS  ON  PROVINCIAL  TOWN  LrBRARIES,1855-8. 203 

cities,  towns,  and  villages,)  amounted,  on  an  average,  to 
8,746.  The  figures  assign,  therefore,  to  each  library  of  the 
three  hundred  and  three  an  average  daily  attendance  of 
twelve  readers. 

The  bearings  and  full  scope  of  the  facts  will  become 
the  plainer  if,  to  this  broad  summary,  the  details  of  some 
particular  cases  be  added,  by  way  of  example.  For  greater 
brevity  these  details  may  be  grouped  into  classes.  And  it 
may  be  well  to  take  them  from  towns  varying  much  in 
size,  in  the  extent  of  their  libraries,  and  in  the  character  of 
their  population.  The  first  group  of  examples  gives  the 
figures  applicable  to  twelve  of  the  largest  provincial  cities 
of  France,  ranked  in  the  order  of  their  estimated  popula- 
tion— as  it  stood  at  the  Census  taken  shortly  before  the 
average  date  of  the  returns  on  libraries  made  to  the 
Ministry  of  Public  Instruction  *  For  the  reasons  men- 
tioned in  the  note  there  are  no  means  of  giving,  with  exact 
precision,  the  population  figures  so  as  to  make  them  cor- 
respond, year  for  year,  with  the  Library  figures. 

*  From  the  time  necessarily  occupied  in  the  coUection  of  these  returns, 
— increased,  no  doubt,  by  the  novelty  of  the  practice  of  requiring  them, — 
some  of  the  library  figures  would  be  in  nearer  correspondence  with  the 
population  figures  of  1856,  than  with  those  of  1851.  But  these  would 
be  exceptional.  The  greatest  discrepancy,  however,  arises  from  the 
changes  in  the  municipal  limits  of  the  towns  themselves,  by  their  so 
enlarging  their  borders  as  to  absorb  suburbs  and  outlyiag  communes 
which,  at  the  date  of  the  preceding  census,  would  of  course  be  enume- 
rated separately.  Thus,  in  the  second  group  of  examples,  between  the 
dates  of  1851  and  1861,  Havre  absorbed,  as  a  municipality,  the  hamlets 
of  Ingouville  and  Granville.  At  the  first-named  census  it  was  inferior, 
in  extent  of  population,  to  Poitiers.  At  the  second,  its  population  had 
become  nearly  two  and  a  half  times  that  of  Poitiers. 
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FsEE  Town  Libraries   op  France.— Population   of  the 

Town  ;  Extent  of  Library  ;  and  Average  Daily  Number 

OF  Readers. 

* 

Example  First. 

PoPULATIOir. 

AOQBXOATS 

NuMBKE  or  VOL- 

AVEEAOE 

DAII.t 
NUXBEE 

Name  or  Towir. 

VUJtB  IN  THE  Town 
LlBEAET  ABOUT 

Cknbus  of 
1851. 

CEifBus  or 

1881. 

1855  (iNCLUDuro 
MSS.) 

OF 

Rbadses. 

1.  Lyons 

177,190 

318.803 

121,500 

70 

2.  Bordeaux 

130,997 

162,750 

123,320 

70 

3.  Rouen 

100,265 

102,649 

112,355 

40 

4.  Toulouse 

93,379 

113,229 

60,700 

140 

5.  Strasburgh 

75.565 

82,014 

181,589 

50' 

6.  Amiens    . 

62.149 

68,780 

63.600 

40 

7.  Besanpon 

41,295 

46,786 

81,600 

40 

8.  Avignon 

35,890 

36,081 

61,200 

18- 

9.  Versailles 

35,367 

43,899 

56,039 

20 

10.  Grenoble 

31,340 

34,726 

81,500 

32 

IL  Troves     . 

27,376 

34,613 

103,000 

26 

12.  Aix           .        . 

27,255 

27,669 

96,062 

25 

If  the  libraries  of  these  twelve  cities  be  arranged  in  the 
order  of  their  relative  magnitude,  they  will  stand  thus: 
(1)  Strasburgh;  (2)  Bordeaux;  (3)  Lyons;  (4)  Rouen; 
(5)  Troyes;  (6)  Aix;  (7)  Besanfon;  (8)  Grenoble; 
(9)  Avignon;  (10)  Versailles;  (11)  Amiens;  (12) Toulouse. 

The  Library  of  Strasburgh  dates  from  the  year  1531. 
It  is  very  rich  both  in  rare  and  choice  printed  books. and  in 
manuscripts.  Of  books  which  came  from  the  press  before 
the  year  1520  it  possesses  about  4,300 ;  and  of  these  it  is 
said  that  more  than  one  fourth  are  without  dates.  Its 
abundant  rarities  are  accompanied  by  an  excellent  collec- 
tion of  modern  books.  With  the  old  library  of  the  town 
a  large  collegiate  library  and  two  or  three  valuable  private 
libraries  have  been  conjoined. 

Bordeaux  derives  its  Town  Library  mainly  from  the  old 
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collection  of  its  'Academy  of  Sciences,  Literature,  and 
Arts/  enriched,  in  the  usual  way,  from  the  collections  of 
dissolved  monasteries  in  the  neighbourhood.  It  is  espe- 
cially well-furnished  in  good  editions  of  the  Greek  and 
Roman  classic  authors ;  in  works  on  the  plastic  arts,  and 
in  the  literature  of  natural  history. 

The  Town  Library  of  Rouen,  prior  to  the  acquisition  of 
the  great  collection  of  M.  Leber,  possessed  about  35,000 
printed  volumes,  of  which  the  older  portion  had  accrued 
from  suppressed  monasteries,  and  the  more  modem  portion 
from  systematic  and  liberal  purchases,  as  well  as  from  pri- 
vate gifts.  Then  came  the  purchase  of  the  Leber  library, 
at  a  cost  of  nearly  £4,000,  and  the  munificent  bequest  of 
M.  Eugene  Coquebert  de  Montbret.  This  latter  gift 
appears  to  have  more  than  doubled  a  collection  which 
already,  both  in  extent  and  intrinsic  value,  as  well  as  in 
etBciency  of  working  condition,  ranked  very  high  amongst 
the  public  collections  of  France  and  reflected  great  credit 
on  the  municipality  which  maintained  it. 

The  gift  conferred  on  Aix,  in  the  year  1786,  by  the 
Marquess  of  M6janes  provided  a  Free  Public  Library  for 
a  town  which  by  neglect  and  supineness  had  suffered  two 
Town  Libraries  of  earlier  foundation  to  be  virtually  lost.  The 
liberal  collector  by  whose  bequest  Aix  regained,  just  on  the 
eve  of  the  Revolution,  an  institution  of  which  it  had  dis- 
possessed itself  as  carelessly  in  the  eighteenth  century  as  in 
the  fifteenth,  resembled  our  own  Heber  in  the  ownership  of 
several  libraries  in  various  places.  He  had  one  at  Aix ; 
another  at  Aries ;  another  at  Avignon,  and  a  fourth  at 
Paris.  All  were  bequeathed  to  Aix.  To  an  admirable 
printed  collection,  there  is  subjoined  an  extensive  and 
choice  series  of  MSS. 

The  combination  of  good   printed  books  with  famous 
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MSS.  characterises  the  Town  Library  of  Besan9on  as  well 
as  that  of  Aix.  The  Granvelle  MSS.  have  made  some  of 
the  more  prominent  circumstances  which  mark  the  history 
of  the  Besan9on  Library  very  widely  known. 

That  of  the  Grenoble  Town  Library  is  more  interesting 
still.  The  inhabitants  raised  a  large  public  subscription, 
in  1772,  to  purchase  the  library  of  their  deceased  bishop. 
The  Faculty  of  Advocates  belonging  to  the  Parliament  of 
Grenoble  joined  in  the  foundation  of  the  new  institution,  by 
giving  to  the  Town  their  own  library ;  and  they  laid  an 
impost  on  themselves  in  order  to  provide  a  liberal  endow- 
ment fund  for  future  purchases.  The  King, — that  he  too 
might  have  a  worthy  part  in  an  institution  of  which  the 
beginnings  were  so  eminently  marked  by  public  spirit, — 
gave  copies  of  the  splendid  series  of  publications  issued 
from  the  royal  printing  office  of  France.  After  the  Revo- 
lution of  1789  the  most  precious  of  the  printed  books  and 
MSS.  of  the  celebrated  monastery  of  the  Grande-  Chartreuse 
were  added  to  the  collection  thus  founded.  Amongst  these 
Carthusian  acquisitions  a  series  of  printed  incunabula, 
originally  formed  by  a  collector  who  was  himself  the  con- 
temporary of  Fust,  Guttenberg,  and  Schoiffer,  is  re- 
markable. Very  recently  a  new  building  has  been  erected 
— or  is  in  course  of  erection — for  the  reception  of  the 
Grenoble  library.  It  is,  I  believe,  one  of  the  extremely 
small  number  of  library  buildings  which  have  been  mainly 
designed  by  a  hbrarian.  The  plans  are  said  to  ex- 
hibit— as,  under  such  circumstances,  they  plainly  ought 
to  do — unusual  closeness  of  adaptation  to  the  end  in 
view. 

The  Town  Libraries  of  Avignon  and  of  Amiens  were 
founded,  mainly  from  monastic  collections,  after  the  first 
•Revolution.     Those  of  Versailles  and  of  Toulouse  are  of 


RETURNS  ON  PROVINCIAL  TOWN  LIBRARIES,1855-8. 207 

more  recent  origin,  but  the  history  of  their  formation  pre- 
sents no  notable  circumstances. 


The  second  group  of  examples  comprises  eight  towns 
which  range  in  present  population  at  from  about  10,000 
inhabitants  to  about  30,000.  The  ninth  (Havre)  contains, 
within  its  ancient  limits,  between  30,000  and  40,000,  but 
by  its  administrative  incorporation  with  Ingouville  and 
other  suburbs  comprised  in  1861  a  population  of  74,336, 
Each  of  the  other  three  towns  of  the  group  contains  less 
than  10,000  inhabitants. 


FSBX    TOWK    LiBBABIES    OF    EbANCE.  —  POPULATION     OF     THE 

Town  ;  Extent  of  Libbabt  ;  and  Ayebaob  Daily  Numbbs 
OF  Readess. 


Example  Second. 


Name  o#  Towir. 


1.  Poitiers 

2.  Havre 

3.  Boorges 

4.  Niort 

5.  BloiB 

6.  Pau  . 

7.  BajBtia 

8.  Saintes 

9.  Carpentras 

10.  La  Rochelle 

11.  Charleville 

12.  VesoTil     . 


] 


Population. 

1 

Cbrsus  or 

Census  or 

1861. 

1861. 

29.277 

30,563 

28,954 

74,336 

25,037 

28,064 

18,727 

20,831 

17,749 

20,331 

16,196 

21,140 

15,985 

19,304 

11,566 

10,962 

10,711 

10,918 

Under  1 

0,000  In. 

babita 

nts 

Aqqueoatic 

numbek  op  vol- 

uif  Ks  IN  THE  Town 

LlBEARY  about 
1856  (INCL6DINO 

MSS.) 


23,089 
23,605 
20,310 
21,021 
20,010 
20,000 
20,012 
22,030 
25,800 
22,324 
23,399 
23,441 


{ 


Avekaob 
Daily 

NUMBEK 
OP 

Readees. 

12 
50 
10 

6 
12 
40 
25 

8 

6 

5 

5 
20 


If  the  Libraries  of  these  twelve  towns  be  arranged 
according  to  their  relative  extent,  they  stand  thus: — 
(1)    Carpentras,    (2)    Havre,    (3)  Vesoul,    (4)  Charleville, 
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(5)  Poitiers,  (6)  La  Rochelle,  (7)  Saintes,  (8)  Niort, 
(9)  Bourges,  (10)  Bastia,  (11)  Blois,  (12)  Pau. 

The  Town  Library  of  Carpentras  dates  its  origin  from 
the  middle  of  the  eighteenth  centmy ;  and  its  chief  distinc- 
tion lies  in  the  possession  of  some  of  the  MSS.  of  Peirksc. 
That  of  Havre  was  founded  in  1823,  and  comprises  a  good 
collection  of  modem  books,  well  adapted  to  mercantile  and 
popular  use.  The  Library  of  the  little  town  of  Vesoul  was 
formed  from  the  relics  of  the  confiscated  monastic  collec- 
tions of  the  Department  of  the  Upper  Saone,  after  their 
best  contents  had  been  otherwise  appropriated. 

The  MSS.  in  the  Charleville  Library  are  chiefly  theolo- 
gical. In  that  department  they  include  many  which  are 
both  curious  and  valuable.  Those  at  La  Rochelle  are 
precious  as  materials  of  local  history.  The  extensive  series 
at  Bourges  came^  for  the  most  part,  from  the  Library  of  the 
old  University,  and  the  majority  of  them  relate  to  theolo- 
gical subjects. 

The  last  group  of  examples  will  consist  rather  of  villages 
than  of  towns,  and  it  will  be  superfluous  to  give  the  details 
of  their  population. 
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Pbex  Town  and  YrLLAGB  Libbabibs  of 

Fbance.— 

Nxjmbeb 

OF  YOLUMES   IN  LiBBABY,  AND  AYEBAOB 

Daily  Ntjmbeb  of 

Readxbs  (when  betubned). 

Example  Thibd. 

f 
1 

i 

NUMBKK   OP 

AVBRAOS 

1 

Tow.f.                                    Dkpastxrnt. 

VOLUXBV 

Daily 

IN  THE 

NuMBEK  or 

1 

LlBEAmi. 

3,978 

2,802 

Rkadbu. 

1.  Bagn^res 

2.  Nantoa    . 

tapper  Pyrenees 

Ain  . 

•  •  • 

3.  Nogent-le-Rotron 

Eure  and  Loire 

2,800 

^  ^ 

4.  Saint  Claude    . 

Jura . 

2,732 

8 

5.  Pont-de-Vanx  . 

Ain  . 

2,646 

6.  Loclies 

Indre  and  Loire 

2,620 

7.  Chateau  Grontier 

Mayenne  . 
Saane  and  Loire 

2,577 

6 

8.  Charolles 

2.426 

9.  Oleron 

Lower  Pyrenees 

2,188 

10.  Baume-les-Dames 

Doubs 

2,074 

3 

11.  Bourbourg 

NoHh 

2,036 

11 

12.  Mirande  . 

Gers . 

2,025 

•  •  • 

None  of  these  Libraries,  it  will  be  observed,  exceefded 
3000  volumes  in  extent  at  the  date  of  the  returns.  Nearly 
all  of  them  are  of  recent  formation. 


The  relative  extent  of  the  use  of  the  Free  Town  Libraries 
of  France  by  Readers  in  the  reading  rooms,  may  be  further 
illustrated  by  grouping  some  examples,  in  a  different  way. 
The  number  of  days  in  each  week  during  which  they  are 
open  varies  greatly.  Some  are  open  only  on  one  day  of  the 
week.  Others  are  open  on  every  day,  Sunday  included. 
But  the  great  majority — if  we  exclude  those  Libraries 
which  are  of  very  small  size — are  open  either  for  six  days, 
or  for  five,  in  every  week. 

The  highest  daily  average  of  readers  obtains  at  Toulouse 
and  at  Lyons.  In  each  of  those  towns  the  Free  Libraries 
are  open  on  six  days  of  the  week,  and  they  have,  on  the 

14 
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average,  140  readers.  But  at  Toulouse  the  readers  are  all 
accommodated  in  one  Library,  whilst  at  Lyons  they  are 
spread  over  two.  Montpellier  has  a  daily  average  of  100 
readers;  Strasburgh,  50;  Metz,  45;  Amiens  and  Boulogne, 
each  40;  Caen,  35;  Clermont  and  Bastia,  each  25.  All 
these  Libraries  are  open  on  six  days  in  each  week. 

The  following  Town  Libraries  are  open  on  five  days  in 
the  week,  and  their  average  number  of  readers,  on  each 
open  day,  stands  thus: — Rennes  (119  readers);  Nantes 
(75) ;  Bordeaux  (70) ;  Marseilles  (65) ;  Havre  (50) ;  Pau 
and  Rouen  (each  40) ;  Grenoble  (34) ;  Cahors  and  Dijon 
(each  30) ;  Troyes  (25) ;  Nancy  (24). 

Toul,  Haguenau,  Valence,  Evreux,  and  Montauban, 
open  their  Libraries  on  fonr  days  in  the  week,  and  their 
daily  average  of  readers  ranges  between  31  (at  Toul)  and  20 
(at  Montauban). 

BesanQon,  Auxerre,  Saint  Etienne,  and  Vesoul  are  among 
the  more  considerable  of  those  Town  Libraries  which  are 
open  on  three  days  only.  Their  average  number  of  readers 
varies  from  40  (at  Besangon)  to  20  (at  Vesoul). 

Among  the  towns  which  open  their  Libraries  only  twice 
a  week  are  Montivilliers,  Autun,  Ch&tillon-sur-Seine,  and 
Vannes.  Here  the  average  number  of  readers  ranges 
between  30  and  40.  Sarreguemines,  Montbeliard,  and 
Neufchateau  are  open  once  a  week,  and  have  from  twenty- 
eight  readers  to  fifteen  at  each  opening. 

The  examples  which  have  been  given — under  greatly 
varying  conditions— of  the  management  and  working  of 
the  Town  Libraries  of  France  will,  at  least,  have  sufficed 
to  show  that  the  majority  of  them  are  poorly  maintained 
and  little  used.  There  are  striking  exceptions.  But  even 
where  the  Libraries  nre  admirable  for  their  contents,  and 
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creditably  supported  by  the  Municipalities,  the  use  which 
is  made  of  them  by  readers  cannot  be  regarded  as  showing 
any  due  proportion  either  to  the  value  of  the  Libraries 
themselves,  or  to  the  aims  of  those  who  founded  them. 
Above  all,  it  is  a  fair  inference  from  the  examples  cited 
that,  in  the  main,  the  old  Town  Libraries  have  failed  to 
extend  their  advantages  to  all  classes  of  the  town  popula- 
tion ;  even  where  the  circumstances,  both  of  maintenance 
and  of  accessibility,  have  been  favourable. 

Whilst  this  fact  had  become  more  and  more  evident  to 
French  thinkers  and  educationists,  another  and  correlative 
fact  had  also  come  into  prominent  view.  Pernicious 
books  of  many  kinds  were  found  to  have  widened  their 
circulatidn.  Instead  of  being  driven  out  of  the  field  by 
the  greater  accessibility  of  good  books,  much  that  was 
frivolous  and  much  that  was  corrupting  found  new 
channels  of  diffusion.  By  careful  inquiry  this  fact  also 
was  placed  beyond  question.  And  it  deepened  the  con- 
viction already  attained  that  new  and  more  efficient 
machinery  must  be  found  for  bringing  within  the  reach 
of  even  the  poorest  classes  good  and  elevating  reading. 
Within  the  last  ten  years  vigorous  effort  has  been  made  in 
this  direction,  and  with  considerable  success.  It  has  been 
made  in  many  ways.  Amongst  those  in  which  the  success 
appears  to  have  been  greatest  may  be  named  the  Primary 
School  Libraries,  established  in  1862 ;  the  Popular 
Libraries  established,  in  some  cases  by  the  Municipali- 
ties ;  in  others  by  voluntary  associations,  in  many  of  the 
large  and  especially  of  the  manufacturing  towns  of  France ; 
and  the  District  Libraries  which  have  been  gradually 
formed  in  the  several  *  arrondissements '  of  Paris.  But  as 
yet  the  experience  attained  of  the  working  of  either  class  of 
the   new    libraries   is   very   brief  and   partial.     Its   chief 
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interest  in  connection  with  the  main  subject  of  these  pages 
Ti.cPrim..rT  jg  jjjj  intcrcst  of  contrast.     For  the  new  institutions  derive 

Scliuol  mid. 

cummunHi  a  swiall  portiou  of  their  support  from  payments  from  the 
borrowers  of  books,  whilst  their  main  support  is  derived 
from  municipal  funds.  These  payments,  however,  are  not 
universal  or  compulsory.  The  *  Ordonnance  *  by  which 
the  School  Libraries  were  created  describes  the  payment 
by  the  term  '  cotisafion  volontairc'  A  part  of  the  use 
which  is  made  of  them  is  free.  Another  part  of  that  use 
is  paid  for  by  an  annual  subscription. 

The  general  provisions  of  the  measure  of  June  1S62  are 
as  follows : — 

"  There  shall  be  established  in  every  Primary  School  a 

School  Library,  to  be  composed  (1)  of  class-books ;  (2)  of 

ArrctcdH     books  prescutcd  by  order  of  the  Minister  of  Public  Instruc- 

I'^lffl^^'''   tion ;  (3)  of  books  purchased  in  pursuance  of  grants  by  the 

puhiiq^e:  ^  local  council  of  the  prefecture  within  which  the  School 

Library  exists  {Conseils  Generaux);  (4)  of  books  presented 

by  individual  ^donors ;  (5)  of  books  purchased  out  of  the 

funds  of  the  School  itself." 

The  funds  apphcable  to  such  purposes  are  (1)  those 
voted  by  the  Municipal  Councils  and  in  addition  those 
accruing  (2)  from  voluntary  subscriptions  or  from  legacies ; 
(3)  from  fines  levied  for  the  loss  or  injury  {degradation^) 
of  books  lent ;  and  (4)  from  a  voluntary  but  annually  fixed 
Rate  of  payment /t?r  the  loan  of  books  borrowed  for  domestic 


use* 


No  books  can  be  placed  in  such  libraries, — whether 
accruing  by  purchase  or  by  gift, — ^without  the  sanction  of 
the  Inspector  of  Schools.  As  to  class-books,  they  must 
uniformly  be  such  as  have  received  the  sanction  of  the 

*  **  Cotisation  volontaire  fournie  par  les  families  des  JElevea  payants,  et 
dont  le  tanx  sera  fix^  ehaque  awM/fe,'*  <Cr. 
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Imperial  Council  of  Public  Instruction,  and  have  been  duly 
entered  on  the  autborized  Catalogue. 

Each  Communal  schoolmaster  must  keep  systematic 
accounts  of  accessions,  receipts,  expenditure,  and  circula- 
tion or  other  use  of  books,  and  must  make  an  annual 
report  at  the  close  of  each  year. 

The  Inspector  of  Schools  must  send  to  the  Ministry  of 
Public  Instruction,  in  like  manner,  an  annual  report  of  the 
condition  and  working  of  all  the  School  Libraries  comprised 
within  his  district.  The  measure  of  which  these  are  the 
leading  clauses  was  devised  by  M.  Rouland,  who,  in  1862, 
was  Minister  of  Public  Instruction.  It  has  created  a  class 
of  Libraries  which  is  altogether  new.  They  are — when 
completely  organized — ^at  once  'School  Libraries'  and 
'  Communal  Libraries.'  But  the  first  provision  made  in 
them  is  of  books  expressly  calculated  for  the  scholars. 
Hooks  suited  for  adult  reading  are  gradually  superadded, 
as  the  means  accrue. 

Within  five  years  there  were  formed,  under  the  'Ordon- 
nance'  of  1862,  no  less  than  10,243  Primary  School 
Libraries,  in  more  than  6000  of  which  provision  had  been 
already  made  both  for  the  pupils  attending  school,  and  for 
the  families  to  which  they  respectively  belong.  Within  the 
same  period  1,117,352  volumes  were  distributed  amongst 
the  libraries  of  these  *  Primary  Schools '  and  those  of 
*  Normal  Schools,' — of  earlier  formation.  Of  the  whole 
number  of  books  so  distributed,  736,006  volumes  were  pur- 
chased from  the  funds  of  the  Prefectures  and  Town 
Coimcils  of  the  several  localities;  325,409  were  given  by  f/f'j^^'" 
the  Ministry  of  Public  Instruction ;  55,937  were  given  by  rramcr,'\m, 

pp.  18.19; 

pnvate  donors.  andvonm. 

Further  experience,  it  is  obvious,  will  be  needed  before  a  it^eUoHP^- 
definite  opinion  can  be  formed  of  the  wisdom,  or  of  the  ^^^\^l 
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sufficiency,  of  M.  Rogland's  plane  for  making 
Primary  School  Libraries  serve  also  as  Communal  Libra- 
ries. The  evidence  is  abundant  as  to  the  rapidity  with 
which  the  new  institutions  have  been  foniied,  but  the 
statistics  have  yet  to  be  collected  which  shall  show  the 
extent  to  which  they  have  been  used.  All  that  can  at 
present  be  said  on  that  head  is  that  the  use  which  is  known 
to  have  been  already  made  of  the  School  Libraries,  beyond 
the  walls  of  the  schools  themselves,  is  regarded  as  satisfactory 
by  tlie  promoters. 

The  important  provision  in  the  plan  of  1S62  which 
exacts  the  sanction  of  the  School  Inspectors  as  the  neces- 
sary condition  of  the  admission  of  books  into  the  hbraries 
appears  to  have  met  with  general  approval.  There  has  not 
been  any  like  unanimity  about  the  system  followed  for  the 
admission  of  books  into  certain  other  popular  libraries 
established  (much  more  recently)  by  the  municipalities,  and 
maintained  out  of  municipal  funds,  at  Saint- Etieone,  at 
Amiens,  and  in  several  other  towns.  On  this  point  a 
remarkable  discussion  occurred  in  the  French  Senate,  in 
1867.  It  arose  out  of  the  presentation  of  a  petition  from 
some  inhabitants  of  Saint-Etienne. 

In  that  Town  two  Free  Libraries  had  been  established  by 
the  Town  Council.  They  were  placed  under  the  manage- 
ment of  a  mixed  Committee — twelve  in  number — half  of 
whose  members  were  chosen  from  the  Council  itself,  and 
half  from  the  town  at  large. 

The  petitioners  complained  that  "  numerous  works  had 
been  acquired  for  the  Free  Libraries  which  were  of  a  kind 
little  to  be  expected  on  tlie  shelves  of  a  library  open  to  all 
classes  of  readers,"  Among  the  works  incriminated  were 
those  of  Voltaire,  J.  J.  Rousskau,  PRocnnoN,  Fouuikr, 
CoNsiD^RANT,  Renan,  aud  MicuELET;  the  tales  of  Madaot 
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DuDEVANT,  of  Sub,  and  of  Balzac.  The  list  also  included 
a  work  of  M.  Dargand  which  had  had  the  honour  of 
being  laureated  by  the  French  Academy  in  1861,  and  of 
receiving  the  '  Gobert  prize/  after  an  elaborate  report  upon 
its  merits,  drawn  up  by  M.  Villemain,  This  book  is 
entitled  Histoire  de  la  Liberie  reliffieme  en  France  et  de 
ses  /ondateurs.  In  respect  of  some  of  the  books  declared 
by  the  petitioners  to  be  unsuitable  for  a  Library  *'  open  to 
all  classes  of  readers/'  there  was  little  room  for  real  discus- 
sion. In  a  national  library  every  book  mentioned  in  the 
list  ought  to  be  found.  For  a  popular  library  a  large 
proportion  of  those  enumerated  in  the  list  were,  just  as 
obviously,  ill-chosen.  But  the  inclusion  of  a  book  like 
that  of  M.  Dargand  removed  the  discussion  to  quite 
another  platform.  It  evinced  a  tacit  purpose  in  the  peti- 
tioners to  attack,  as  by  a  side-wind,  the  principles  alike 
of  freedom  of  worship  and  of  freedom  of  opinion. 

Under  any  aspect  of  the  matter,  the  formation  of  an 
expurgatory  'index'  was  no  work  for  the  legislature. 
M.  Sainte-Beuve  and  M.  Michel  Chevalier  went  the 
length  of  contending  that  the  matter  should  be  entirely 
left  to  the  respective  Town  Councils  and  Local  Committees. 
The  Senator  whose  duty  it  was  to  report  on  the  Petition 
proposed,  on  the  other  hand^  an  express  condemnation  of 
the  act  of  the  Saint-Etienne  functionaries.  M.  Baroche 
contended  in  favour  of  a  middle  course.  He  regarded 
it  to  be  within  the  proper  functions  of  the  Council  of 
State  to  direct  the  formation  of  Catalogues  for  the  Popular 
Libraries ;  to  provide  for  their  examination  and  publicity ; 
and  to  prescribe  a  method  by  which  unsuitable  books 
should  be  removed.  And  in  this  opinion  the  Senate 
concurred. 


Among   the  many  libraries  of  Paris  there  are  sevei 
which  subserve  the  purposes  of  ordinary  'Town  Libraries* 
without  being  in  any  way  municipal.     No  city  in  the  world 
has  so  largo  a  provision  of  books  publicly  and  freely  avail- 
able to  students.*    But  there  is  a  growing  opinion  anion] 


*  About  the  Bocuracj  of  Uiis  asaerdou  there  is  no  room  for  doubts 
although  the  statistics  of  the  Parisian  libi-ariea,  collectivalj,  have  never 
Ijeen  given  with  prccieioii, — that  is  to  saj*,  on  the  basia  of  a^taol  and 
contemporaneona  ooimtiag.  For  a  fairlj  approximate  estimate  tbe 
materials  abound.  Here  it  must  suffice  to  mention  that  the  official 
retui-uB  of  ISoO  assigned  to  five  of  the  secondary  public  libraides  of 
Paris— ranking  neit  after  the  Imperial  Library  (then  '  Bihliotheqiie 
Nationaie')  an  aggregate  of  about  730,000  printed  Tolumes  and  13,800 
MSS,  To  those  five  libraries  the  same  retar&s  assigaed  a  yearly  aggre- 
gate increment,  on  the  average  of  certain  past  jeara,  of  about  2,800 
volumes.  On  this  basis,  and  supposing  that  rate  of  increment  to  have 
been  maintained,  the  number  of  printed  volumes  would  have  grown,  at 
the  end  of  lSt>7,  to  about  778,000  volumes.  On  the  other  hand,  relume 
— apparently  at  once  independent  and  official— printed,  towards  the  end 
of  18B7,  in  the  Annuaire  of  Didot  (for  the  year  1868),  assign  to  the  same 
five  libraries  an  aggregate  of  only  750,000  votumea.  It  seems  a  fair  in- 
ference from  the  comparison  that  the  last-named  estimate  does  not 
greatly  err  in  esceas  of  the  truth  ;  and  eiccsa  is  the  common  and  well- 
known  tendency  of  all  such  estimates.  At  the  same  date  (end  of  1667) 
the  lowetl  estimate  of  the  contents  of  the  Imperial  Libraiy  assign  to  it 
985,000  pi-inted  volumes  and  about  90,000  manuscript  volumes  (exclusive 
of  charters  and  other  unbound  documents  and  records  of  various  kinds). 
To  these  numbers  have  to  be  added  tbo  contents  of  the  Libraries  of  the 
City,  of  the  Luxembourg  Palace,  and  of  tlie  Imperial  School  of  Fine 
Arts,  all  of  which  are  freely  accessible.  We  have  thus  on  aggregate  of 
1.988,000  volumes  amassed  in  tlio  strictly  public  libraries  of  Faria. 
Much  more  than  one  half  of  this  vast  number  of  volumes  are  aeeo? 
aible  to  all  comers.  The  recent  regnlationa  which  accompanied  the' 
furmation  of  two  distinct  reading  rooms  at  the  Imperial  Library  bare 
wisely  drawn  a  line  between  the  needs  of  ordinary  readers,  and  those  of 
readers  having  definite  objects  of  labour  and  study.  Common  books 
for  common  purposes  are  given  out  in  the  ordinary  reading  room  unre- 
strictedly. Cosdj,  rare,  and  choice  books  arc  provided  in  the  special 
reading  room  for  readers — and  for  such  only — "  whose  pursuits  and 
purposes  of  real  study  give  muronty  for  placing  at  their  disposal  the 
treasures  of  the  Libnu'y." 
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the  ablest  of  those  administrators  and  publicists  who  have 
turned  their  attention  to  the  government  and  working  of 
Parisian  Libraries  that  much  of  the  existing  contents  of 
them  will  need,  eventually,  to  be  redistributed.  For  some 
time  past  it  has  been  contended  that  each  of  the  libraries 
of  the  capital  should  have  a  specific  character,  and  that 
each  of  them  should  be  administered  with  a  view  to  the 
special  requirements  of  a  particular  class  of  readers.  If 
this  be  a  desirable  end,  community  of  management,  if  not 
community  of  funds,  would  seem  to  be  an  essential  condi- 
tion of  its  attainment. 

**  The  public  Libraries  of  Paris,'*  wrote  M.  de  Laborde, 
in  1855,  "  have  all  been  formed  independently  of  each  other. 
At  the  time  of  the  distribution  of  the  books  which  were  con- 
fiscated during  the  Revolution  there  was,  indeed,  some  idea 
of  giving  a  specific  character  to  each  of  the  libraries  which 
shared  in  that  allotment,  but  the  idea  was  not  carried  out. 
At  present  the  Parisian  libraries  have  no  common  link,  ^^^,**lf**^ 

^  ^        ^  '    of  the  Clani. 

although  they  ought  to  have  a  common  organization.  Each  ftcation  of 
should  be  devoted  to  one  particular  class  of  books,  and  Libraries. 
then,  collectively,  they  would  form  a  universal  library.  To 
this  end  it  would  be  necessary  to  make  a  redistribution  of 
their  contents,  so  as  to  give  a  character  of  relative  com- 
pleteness to  each  in  the  department  specially  assigned  to  it. 
The  particular  selection  might  be  governed  either  by  the 
demands  which  the  library  is  intended  to  meet,  or  by  the 
original  character  of  the  primary  collection  itself.  CoUec- 
tively,  the  '  budget '  of  the  Parisian  libraries  ought  to  be 
brought  into  balance  with  the  literary  productiveness  of  the 
whole  world.  For  some  years  past  thirty-five  thousand 
volumes  have  been  published  in  a  year.  That  number  (at 
least)  will  be  maintained  for  a  long  time  to  come.  Strike 
off  the  mere  reprints,  the  trivial  literature,  the  dramatic 
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pieces,  pamphlets  of  merely  local  interest,  and  servii 
books.  There  will  remain  perhaps,  twenty-five  thousand 
volumes  for  purchase.  Allowing  for  reductions  of  price  on 
the  one  hand,  and  for  the  dcamess  of  certain  extensive 
publications  on  the  other,  you  have  an  annual  outlay,  say 
of  150,000  francs  (£0,250).  ...  A  general  cata- 
logue of  the  acquisitions  of  the  year  would  be  pubUshed 
which  would  point  to  the  library  in  which  each  work  was 
placed  and  also  to  its  number  or  local  mark.  Every  ten 
years  a  general  index  might  be  made  to  all  tlie  acquisitions 
of  the  period.     .     .  And,  in  addition,  each  library 

might  have  its  own  alphabetical  and  its  own  systematic 
catalogue."  These  suggestions  point  to  plans  of  improve- 
ment which  are  not  capable  of  very  speedy  realization. 
But  they  deserve  to  be  weighed  and  considered  by  all  who 
are  interested  in  the  working  of  bbraries.  In  the  manage- 
ment, during  recent  years,  of  the  Library  of  the  City 
Paris  they  have  already  had  a  partial  application. 


The  original  City  Library,  or  the  greater  portion  of  1(7 
was  transferred,  early  in  this  century,  to  the  Institute  of 
France.  The  e.\isting  library  therefore  is  of  comparatively 
recent  formation.  It  is  maintained  from  municipal  funds 
and  is  placed  under  the  general  control  of  one  of  the 
superintendents  attached  to  the  secretarial  department  of 
the  Prefecture  of  the  Seine.  The  members  of  the  '  Com- 
mission for  Historiography'  act  as  its  Inspectors  or  Visitors, 
and  advise,  from  time  to  time,  on  pomts  of  organization  and 
improvement.  The  hbmry  is  estimated  to  contain  from 
90,000  to  100,000  volumes,  and  is  freely  opeu  to  the 
pubUc  during  six  days  in  the  week. 

Something  of  that  'specialty '  of  character  so  strongly 
contended  for  in  the  remarks  of  M.  de  Labordk  has  b«ffl 
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given  to  the  City  Library, — ^but  only  of  late  in  any  notable 
degree, — by  the  systematic  collection  of  works  relating  to 
the  history  and  internal  affairs  of  Paris  itself.  Such  a 
series,  if  brought  together  with  any  approach  to  complete- 
ness, will  show,  however,  that  an  entire  sevelrance  of  the 
acquisitions,  in  current  literature,  of  one  library  in  a  town 
from  those  of  every  other  in  the  same  town  is  neither 
desirable  nor  possible.  Books,  for  example,  which  relate 
to  specific  branches  of  industry  carried  on  in  Paris  will 
have  their  appropriate  place  both  in  the  City  Library  and 
in  that  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce.  They  can  as  little 
be  dispensed  with  in  the  one  collection  as  in  the  other. 
Still  more  numerous  are  the  books'  which  will  have  to  be 
placed  as  well  in  the  libraries  which  provide,  more 
especially,  for  the  wants  of  students,  as  in  those  which  aim 
at  carrying  the  benefits  of  reading  to  the  humblest  classes 
of  the  population. 

The  Library  of  St.  Genevifeve  occupies  a  middle  position.  ^^^  *»' 
Even  recent  accounts  of  its  extent  so  largely  difier  as  to  ncvifeve. 
place  its  number  of  printed  volumes,  sometimes  at  150,000, 
sometimes  at  180,000.  But  on  the  point  of  its  great 
public  utility  there  is  no  doubt  whatever.  Its  large  and 
noble  reading-room  is  open  during  six  evenings  in  every 
week  and  is  habitually  filled  with  readers.  Since  the 
Revolution  this  library  has  derived  its  main  support  from 
national  funds.  It  was  founded,  as  a  monastic  library, 
about  the  year  1630,  by  Cardinal  de  La  Rochefoucauld, 
during  his  tenure  of  the  abbacy  of  St.  Genevieve. 

Hitherto,  the  Popular  Libraries  of  the  several  municipal  ThePttpoiar 

'  ^  .  .  r         Libraries  of 

districts  of  Paris — i.e.  of  the  '  arrondissements '  into  which  AnoudiMe- 
the  city  is  divided,  each  of  them  having  its  mayor  and  S^,. 
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other  functioaaries — have  been  usually  based  on  the  piv|^ 
ciple  of  the  union  of  a  small  monthly  payment  by  each 
participant,  with  a  municipal  contribution,  and  with  volun- 
tary gifts.  The  regulations  vary,  bnt  some  payment,  how- 
ever small  in  amount,  is  the  general  rule.  All  these  nn-on- 
dissement  libraries  are  of  very  recent  date. 

Thus,  in  the  third  arrondissemcut — to  take  but  one 
example — a  '  Popular  Library '  was  founded  in  the  year 
1862.  Accommodation  for  a  small  collection  of  books 
and  for  a  reading  room, — to  be  opened  from  seven  o'clwk 
in  the  evening  until  ten, — was  provided  by  the  munici- 
pality. About  1 500  volumes  were  brought  together,  partly 
by  purchase  and  part^  by  gift.  They  included  books  of 
elementary  instruction,  works  of  travel,  history,  and  science, 
as  well  as  books  of  a  more  popular  but  sound  literature, 
and  current  periodicals.  The  terms  of  admission  are  these: 
Male  readers  pay  an  entrance  fee  of  one  franc  (Hid.)  and  n 
monthly  subscription  of  forty  centimes  (4(1.)  Female 
readers  pay  one  half  of  those  amounts.  Within  about 
three  months  of  the  opening,  3300  volumes  were  issued  to 
borrowers.  Later  notices  of  the  progress  of  these  popular 
collections  show  that  nearly  every  '  arrondissement '  pos- 
sesses one ;  that  their  plan  and  regidations  vary  in  minor 
points  ;  and  that  they  arc  working  with  good  results.  Bui 
no  comprehensive  view  either  of  their  aggregate  extent  qj^ 
of  their  issues  is  yet  attainable.  I^M 


On  the  whole,  it  may  be  said  that  whilst  Paris 
is  unsurpassed,  —  if  not  altogether  unapproached, — in 
the  reading  facilities  which  its  libraries  freely  offer  to 
men  of  letters  aud  to  students,  it  is  but  beginning 
to  enter  on  the  path  of  the  systematic  public  provisiouj 
by    some    measure    of    public,     municipal,    and    conuiuwy  | 
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charge,  of  books  to  be  carried  into  the  homes  of  its 
artisans  and  handicraftsmen.  The  small  beginnings  in 
this  direction  have  hitherto  been  merely  partial,  tentative, 
and  hesitating.  So  (at  as  the  charge  is  a  mupicipal 
burden  the  readers  and  borrowers  of  books  are  con- 
tributories,  in  their  degree,  irrespectively  of  the  monthly 
payments.  But  the  general  character  impressed  on  the  dis- 
trict libraries  partakes  much  more  of  charitable  gift  from 
richer  to  poorer  than  of  public  provision  for  a  pubUc 
interest.  In  this  feature  lies  the  sahent  distinction  between 
the  *  Free  Librariea '  of  England  and  America,  and  many 
of  the  *  Volka-Bibliotheken  *  of  Germany,  on  the  one  hand; 
and  the  *  Bibliotheques  Populairea '  of  Paris  and  of  many 
other  French  towns  on  the  other  hand. 

As  respects  France  at  large,  two  conclusions  more 
especially  seem  to  be  fully  established  by  the  facts  which 
have  been  cited :  (1 )  In  its  large  number  of  provincial 
libraries  it  possesses  the  framework  within  which  the  wants 
of  the  populations  of  the  larger  towns  might  be  efiFectively 
met.  But  it  is  the  framework  merely,  for  the  most  part. 
Probably  much  more  than  half  of  those  older  Ubraries 
which  are  managed  by  the  municipalities  are  at  present  in 
a  state  of  torpor,  or,  at  best,  in  a  state  of  half  activity. 
(2)  In  the  vast  number  of  new  Ubraries  estabhshed  in 
connection  with  the  Communal  Schools,  and  so  liberally 
fostered  by  M.  Rotjland  and  by  his  successor  in  the 
Ministry  of  Public  Instruction,  a  machinery  has  been  ini- 
tiated which  can  hardly  fail  to  have  good  and  large  results 
upon  the  generation  now  rising. 

Whether  from  both  sorts  of  libraries,  in  combination 
with  that  spirit  of  improvement  in  the  action  of  the  muni- 
cipalities and  communes  of  which  many  evidences  have 
been  recently  given,  good  books  will  be  effectually  brought 
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within  the  reach  of  the  masses  of  the  French  population  is 
still  a  problem  the  fall  solution  of  which  is  probably 
distant. 

Meanwhile,  great  effort  in  this  direction  is  being  made 
Libraries,  j^y  socictics  which  havc  for  their  especial  object  the  circula- 
tion of  small  numbers  of  selected  books,  more  particularly 
in  villages  and  hamlets  which  hitherto  have  been  wholly 
unprovided  with  libraries  of  any  kind.  Some  of  the 
groups  of  books  provided  by  such  associations  itinerate  as 
well  as  circulate.  The  aggregate  extent  of  these  collec- 
tions is  already  counted  by  millions.  In  some  of  them 
books  of  elementary  education  predominate ;  in  others 
devotional  books ;  again  in  others,  works  of  history  and 
travel  suited  for  popular  reading. 

Eminent  French  bookselling  firms  have,  for  some  years 
past,  taken  a  prominent  share  in  efforts  of  a  like  kind, 
by  extensive  gifts  of  books.  The  house  of  '  Hachette  and 
Company '  has  set  a  most  liberal  example  in  this  way,  as 
well  by  the  marked  excellence  of  the  books  contributed  as 
by  their  vast  numbers.  These  have  been  placed  at  the 
disposal  of  the  Ministry  of  Public  Instruction,  and  by  the 
machinery  of  that  department  have  been  spread  throughout 
France. 

If  the  remark  be  added  that,  in  all  probability,  more 
would  have  been  already  accomplished  in  some  of  the  many 
channels  of  educational  effort  which  have  been  (very  in- 
adequately) noticed  in  the  preceding  pages,  but  for  certain 
official  trammels,  that  remark  is  submitted  in  no  spirit  of 
presumption.  The  evidence  is  conclusive  that  in  certain 
cases  official  formalities  connected  with  the  establishment 
and  working  of  Popular  Libraries  in  the  French  Empire  have 
been  so  employed  as  to  prove  friendly,  not  adverse,  to  the 
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promotion  of  educated  thought  and  free  opinion.  It  is  the 
unfriendly  attitude  of  a  certain  section  of  the  French  Clergy 
towards  the  machinery  of  true  popular  education  which  has 
chiefly  impeded  some  among  the  many  efforts  which  have 
been  made  to  carry  good  secular  Uterature — ^no  less  than 
good  religious  literature — over  the  length  and  breadth  of 
the  Empire.  Occasionally,  the  government  censorship  over 
the  Popular  Libraries  has  been  wisely  made  the  means  of 
holding  in  check  a  clerical  censorship,  far  less  friendly  in  its 
character.  But  it  may*  well  be  hoped  that  restrictions  of 
either  kind  are  temporary  conditions,  not  permanent  ones. 


CHAPTER  11. 

THE  TOWN  LIBRARIES  AND  POPULAR  LIBRARIES  OF 

GERMANY. 

Clcrman  Town  Libraries  of  the  Fifteenth  and  Sixteenth  Centuriet—Influ' 
ence  of  the  Reformation  on  Educational  effort  of  aU  kinds  —  The 
Statidics  of  the  Town  Libraries,  published  by  Pelsholdl  in  1853,  and 
in  siibsequent  years— Examples  and  Tabular  Summary — History  of  the 
Town  Library  of  Hamburgh — and  of  Guxt  ofBreslau — and  ofAugdmrgh 
— and  of  Nuremberg — The  Popular  Libraries  qf  recent  formation. 

Before  the  close  of  the  sixteenth  century,  Augsburgh, 
Dantzic.  Hamburgh,  Lubeck,  Treves,  Ratisbon,  Halle,  and 

QermanTown  ^ 

Librarieiof    Gocrlitz, — OS  wcll  as  Ulm,  Frankfort,  and  Nuremberg, — 
xvith(in"    possessed  Town  Libraries  which  were  already  objects  of 


turiei. 


municipal  care,  as  well  as  memorials  of  the  beneficence  and 
public  spirit  of  individual  citizens.  The  still  more  early- 
founded  Town  Libraries  of  Ulm,  Frankfort,  and  Nuremberg 
(all  of  which  date  from  the  fifteenth  century,)  had  been 
greatly  improved  and  reorganized.  The  libraries  of  several 
of  the  towns  and  cities  first-named  had  had  their  begin- 
nings in  small  collections  of  MSS.  given  or  bequeathed  to 
churches,  long  before  the  dawn  of  the  Reformation.  Some- 
times the  donors  of  these  were  ecclesiastics;  sometimes 
they  were  laymen.  But  it  was  mainly  owing  to  the  mental 
energy  of  the  German  Reformers,  and  to  the  latent  in- 
tellectual sympathies  which  were  by  them  aroused  into 
vigorous  life,  that  the  duties  of  an  educational  sort  which 
devolved  upon  towns  in  their  corporate  character  were 
brought  into  prominence.    The  Reformers  made  it  manifest 
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that  the  communilies  were  bound  to  make  (or  to  help  to 
make)  a  public  provision  of  the  silent  teachers  of  mankind, 
as  well  as  to  provide,  or  to  contribute  towards  providing, 
the  stipends  of  schoohnasters. 

In  Germany,  as  everywhere  else,  those  who  promoted  the 
good  work  had  to  struggle  against  an  abundant  measure  of 
inertness  and  indifference.  They  had — as  educationists 
and  thinkers  always  have — their  hard  battle  to  fight  with 
the  obstinate  adherents  of  the  old  routine.  But  the  im- 
pulse given,  early  in  the  sixteenth  century,  to  the  formation 
of  libraries  and  to  the  popularizing  of  their  use  as  amongst 
the  chief  agents  of  civilization  was  in  Germany  a  con- 
tinuous impulse.  Whatever  the  partial  intermissions,  its 
influence  never  died  out.  In  Germany  the  history  of  Town 
Libraries  during  four  successive  centuries  is  characterised — 
if  we  may  take  it  as  a  whole — by  more  of  a  steady  pro- 
gressiveness  than  is  their  history  in  any  other  country  in 
the  world.  And  it  is  so,  in  spite  alike  of  the  immediate 
ravages  of  such  periods  of  destruction  as  the  Thirty  Years' 
War,  and  of  the  long-continued  impediments  to  civilizing 
effort  of  every  kind  which  thence  ensued. 

The  early  contrast  in  respect  of  Public  Libraries,  viewed 
as  matters  of  municipal  provision  and  care,  between  Ger- 
many and  France  is  not  less  salient  than  that  which 
obtained — during  a  much  longer  period — between  Ger- 
many and  England.  At  the  close  of  the  sixteenth  century, 
France  possessed  (in  all  probability)  no  municipal  library 
which  reflected  any  credit  on  the  town  it  belonged  to,  save 
that  of  Lyons.  At  the  same  period,  England  had  no  such 
library  at  all. 

For  any  reasonable  approximation  to  a  general  view  of 
the  statistics  of  the  existing  Town  Libraries  of  Germany 

15 
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staUstiMof  we  have  to  go  back  to  the  years  1852-53.     No  compre- 

Tow^uhTt^  hensive  summary  of  that  part  of  the  subject  can,  as'yet,  be 
rie.  in  1853.    j^^ J  ^yj^j^]^  jg  ^£  l^|.^j.  j^^g     r|»jjj^|.  g^^j^  statistlcs  cxist  at  all, 

in  a  trustworthy  form,  is  due  to  the  elaborate  researches  of 
a  man  who  has  clone '  more  both  to  collect  and  to  diffuse 
knowledge  concerning  the  economy  and  good  management 
of  Public  Libraries — chiefly,  but  by  no  means  exclusively, 
in  Germany — as  well  as  concerning  their  history,  than,  per- 
haps, any  other  writer.  Dr.  Julius  Pktzholdt's  Handbuch 
deutscher  BibUothcJcen^  published  in  1853,  continues,  in 
1809,  to  be  the  one  trustworthy  soiu'ce  of  information  on 
the  topic,  whilst  the  best  supplementary  infonnation  must 
be  sought,  partly  in  the  successive  volumes  (1854 — 1868) 
of  the  same  Authoi-'s  Ncuer  Anzeiger  fiir  Bihliographie  und 
Jiibliothekwissenschaft^  and  partly  in  those  (published  con- 
temporaneously) of  Dr.  Robert  Naumann's  Serapeum. 
These  combined  sources  Avill  aCFord,  for  some  of  the  Ger- 
man towns,  statistics  of  a  more  recent  date  which  may 
usefully  be  compared  with  those  of  1853.  But  in  many 
cases  the  figures  last  named  are  the  latest  that  can  yet  be 
supplied. 

It  will  best  consist  with  the  practical  purpose  of  this 
volume,  and  also  with  its  necessary  limitations,  to  give  the 
statistics  of  the  German  Town  Libraries  in  a  tabular  form, 
and  with  as  much  brevity  as  is  attainable.  They  do  not 
admit,  however,  of  being  brought  within  the  compass  of 
an  ordinary  page,  and  are  therefore  printed  on  the  folding 
leaf  which  fac€s  the  present  page.  The  arrangement 
adopted  is  in  so  far  that  of  Petzuoldt's  Handbuch,  as  that 
it  treats  of  Germany  as  a  whole,  iiTespective  of  the  State 
divisions  subsisting  when  the  returns  were  compiled.  It 
departs  from  that  an-angement  in  another  particular  by 
ranking  the  towns  according  to  the  relative  extent  of  their 


7.  L« 


i 


8.  Dait 


9.  Han 


Founded  as  '  Council  Liibrarjr/  in  lo//,  out  muiuu- 
ing  the  remains  of  an  earlier  Collection,  giyen  to 
the  Town  in  1466.  Opened  to  the  PubKc  m  1683. 
Augmented  in  1838  by  the  laree  (aBbut  25,000 
volumes)  and  veir  yaJuable  lobrary  of  H.  L. 
PoELiTZ.    Open  tnree  days  in  the  week. 

Founded,  as  'Council  Library,'  in  1580.  Open 
twice  in  the  week. 


Founded  in  the  16th  Century  in  the  Council 
House,  upon  the  remains  of  two  earlier  Town 
EDE  (1440),  and  Yolkman  von  Andebten  (1479),  and 
ed  to  St.  Giles'  Church  in  1662,  but  restored  to  the 
f  a  more  recent  Library,  which  had  been  founded,  at 
duplicate  books  of  the  Hanover  Boyal  Library,  given 
shed  recently. 


," 


10.  Nix 


11.  Axja 


Founded  in  1445.    Open  to  the  Public  on  three 
days  in  the  week. 

Founded  in  1537.   United  afterwards  with  the  '  Pro- 
vincial Library.' 
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4.  LUBECK 


Founded  in  1616.  The  fond  for  anementation  is 
chiefly  derived  from  contributions  of  the  members 
of  allied  'Beading  Societies.'  The  books  so 
purchased  passing,  after  a  stipulated  time,  into 
possession  of  the  Town  Library. 


5.  CoBiiENT^  Founded  in  1827 ;  and  incorporated  with  a  '  Gym 

nasial  Library '  established  in  the  17th  Century. 


Centuiy. 


6.  RatisboW  Founded  about  1430.    With  it  have  subsequently 

been  incorporated  many  minor  Collections ;  but  its 
choicest  books  and  MSS.  have  been  removed  for 
the  augmentation  of  the  Royal  Library  at  Munich. 
Open  six  days  in  the  week.  Its  means  of  increase 
are  small. 

7.  GoEELiT^  Founded,  by  Milich's  gift,  in  1727.    Incorporated 
j     with  it  is  the  Gvmnasial  Library,  which,  origi- 
nally, was  that  of  the  Franciscan  Monks  of  Goer- 
litz.     Open  twice  in  the  week.    Books  are  lent 
only  upon  special  permission. 

8.  Elbino  .  ,  Founded  in  1599. 

i 

9.  Bamb£B<^  Founded,  as  the  Library  of  the  Jesuit  College,  in 

1611.  Transferred — in  great  part — to  the  Uni- 
versity, after  the  suppression  of  the  Jesuits.  En- 
larged by  the  incorporation  of  a  great  many  minor 
Collections,  and  ultimately  reorganized  as  the 
*  Royal  Library  of  the  Town  of  Bamberg.* 


10.  Treves 


Founded,  as  the  Library  of  the  Jesuit  College,  in 
1570,.  Secularized  in  1773.  Subsequently  mcor- 
porated  with  various  minor  public  and  private 
Collections,  and  reorganized  as  a  Town  Library  in 
1807.    Open  six  days  in  the  week. 
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H8  HAVING  A  Population  of  less  than  16.000  iksabitakts. 

ICRBASB;  AVERAGE  NUMBER  OF  TOLUHES  ADDED  TEABLT;   AXD 
7KBEB    OF   TOLUUES    IN    1869. 


Founded,  as  Council  Librarr,  in  1555 ;  obi^^  oat  of 

the  Collections  of  disaolvcd  monast^ies.  Ilec«ired 
large  acoeasionB,  in  1852, bj  the  incorporation  with 
itof  ft  gruat  part  of  the  unc  Library  ot  the  'Bitter- 
Alcodemie.'     Open  once  in  the  week. 

Founded,  in  1533,  out  of  mo&astic  Collections,  and 
rather,  it  would  eeem,  as  a  Library  for  the  Town 
Clergy,  than  for  the  Town  tt  liirge.  It  posseseea 
no  assured  means  of  iDcreose.  Formerly  there 
was  a  cuatom  that  every  Town  Councillor  and 
every  Town  Officer  paid  an  entrance-fee,  towards 
the  augmentation  of  the  Library,  but  this  custom 
has  long  been  out  of  use. 


Founded  by  the  Town  Oonnci]  ii 


Originally  the  Library  of  tlie  Grosaenhain  School 
Beorganized  (under  the  auspicca  of  PREUSK£B)a£  a 
Free  Town  Library,  in  1833.  Itmayber^ardedaa 
the  earliwat  of  the  diatinctively  'Popular  'Librariea 
{Volkdiibliolktken)  of  Germany.  But  it  baa  no 
fixed  means  of  maintenance  and  enlargement. 

Founded  in  1569.     Open  once  a  week. 


r  1500.    This  Library  has 


f  maintenance. 


Founded  in  1592. 


Founded  in  1538.     Open  six  days  in  tbo  week. 


^ 
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population.  The  latest  available  returns  are  supplied,  for 
comparison  with  those  of  1853,  whenever  such  a  com- 
parison is  practicable  upon  authoritative  data.  When  the 
sources  relied  upon  give  the  number  of  volumes  in  an  ap- 
proximate form,  of  which  the  following  is  an  example — 
"From  90,000  to  100,000  volumes  "—the  medium 
(*'  95,000  ")  is  substituted,  for  the  sake  of  brevity. 

As  in  the  case  of  the  Town  Libraries  of  France  treated 
of  in  the  preceding  chapter,  the  past  history  of  those  of 
Germany  can  here  be  illustrated  only  by  way  of  a  very  small 
number  of  examples.  Hamburgh  may  supply  the  first. 
Probably  no  Town  Library  throughout  the  breadth  of 
Germany  is  under  better  organization  and  management. 
In  point  of  mere  extent  it  also  ranks  in  the  foremost  class. 
And  it  is  the  especial  honour  of  that  great  and  ancient  seat 
of  commerce  that  whilst  its  Tow^n  Library  is  a  model,  the 
town  possesses  at  least  three  other  collections  which  for 
literary  resort  and  for  purposes  of  real  study  are  virtually 
public,  as  well  as  a  like  number  which,  for  such  purposes, 
are  also  accessible  (not  of  right  but  by  favour),  although 
they  are  the  property  of  specific  corporations ;  and,  in  addi- 
tion to  these,  small  popular  libraries  {Volksbibliotheken)  of 
recent  formation,  which  address  themselves  especially  to  the 
requirements  of  artisans  and  handicraftsmen  and  to  those 
of  the  children  in  the  popular  schools. 

The  Library  of  Hamburgh  was  foimded  in  1529.  The  iw« 
Several  small  pre-existing  collections,  chiefly  monastic,  were  ^burgb! 
then  brought  together  to  be  its  groundwork.  The  forma- 
tion of  the  new  library  was  efiected  under  the  direction 
of  John  BuGENHAGEN,  tlic  wcll-knowu  fellow  worker  of 
Luther,  who  at  that  date  was  re-organizing  both  the 
ecclesiastical    and   educational  institutions  of  Hamburgh. 
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The  comprehensive  character  wliich  he  desired  to  give  to 
the  Library  is  marked  by  the  express  direction  that  all 
available  books — "  good  and  bad  together  " — should  be 
collected.* 

There  is  no  evidence  of  any  municipal  exertion — direct 
or  indirect — for  the  improvement  of  the  new  institution 
until  1610,  when  the  Burgomaster  Sebastian  von  Bkrgen 
gave  many  books  and  by  his  example  stirred  up  some  of 
his  fellow-senators,  and  many  private  townsmen,  to  like 
liberality.    What  was  thus  done  in  that  and  the  succeeding 

foundation    ycaTS  amouutcd  to  a  re-foundation  of  the  Library  of  1529. 

Ber^r  ^^*  ^^  continued  to  be  a  scholastic  not  (in  the  strict  sense 
of  the  term)  a  public  librarj'.  It  was  the  Library  of  the 
School  of  St.  John,  or  Johanneum. 

It  has  been  said  that  Bergkn  bequeathed  to  the  Johan- 
neum his  private  collection  of  books,  but  his  bequest,  if 
made,  was  informal,  and  had  no  effect.  Eventually,  the 
library  came — about  the  year  1G50 — by  the  bequest  of  its 
next  possessor,  Francis  Lindenbrog,  and  his  own  collec- 
tion accompanied  that  which  he  had  acquired  by  his  mar- 
riage  with  the  widow  of  Bergen.  Another  important 
acquisition  was  that  of  the  Library  of  Tassius,  one  of  the 
Hamburgh  tutors.  And  nearly  at  the  same  period  the 
libraries  of  the  Johanneum  and  of  the  neighbouring  Gym- 
nasium were  incorporated  as  a  *  Common  Library.'  The 
building  which  received  them,  with  all  their  academical 

*  The  terms  of  the  InBtruction  arc  as  foUows : — "  Eino  Liberie  achall 
man  aimchten,  nicht  veem  van  der  Scholen  und  Lcctorio,  darin  alio 
Bocke,  gude  nn  bose,  versamlet  werden,  de  man  in  disser  Stadt  dartbo 
bekamen  mag,  doch  dat  se  ordcntlick  werdcn  galegt,  besondcrlick  de 
Beaten,  een  icklick  na  syner  Artli ;  Schlotolen  scholen  dartho  syn,  ceu 
t'dderveer,  by  etlichen,  alss  by  den  Reot4>re\nid  Subroctore  und  Supor- 
intondcntcn,  dat  noii  Schade  goschohe." — Peterson,  Geschichie  der  Ham- 
hurgisclien  Stadlbibliothek.  p.  14. 
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appendages,  was  reconstructed  and  decorated.  For  nearly 
two  centuries  it  was  one  of  the  most  picturesque  buildings 
to  be  seen  in  Hamburgh. 

From  this  time  the  library  entered  on  a  course  of  steady 
progress.  During  the  remainder  of  the  seventeenth  century 
many  other  accessions  accrued  of  which  the  following  are 
the  principal :  (1)  the  Library  of  Marquardt  Schlegel, 
ijequeathed  in  1663,  but  not  incorporated  with  the  Ham- 
burgh Collection  until  1657  ;  (2)  that  of  Joachim  Jungius, 
also  received  in  1657  ;  (3)  the  collections,  chiefly  relating 
to  music,  of  Thomas  Sellius  ;  (4)  a  part  of  the  MSS.  left, 
at  his  death,  by  Holstenius,  and  brought  to  Germany 
from  Rome ;  (5)  a  valuable  collection  of  books,  comprising 
between  3000  and  4000  volumes,  which  had  been  formed 
by  Henry  Langenbeck.  At  the  close  of  the  century  the 
library  was  estimated  to  contain  about  21,000  volumes. 
And  exactly  at  that  period  a  bequest  made  by  Vincent 
Placcius  added  to  it  4000  volumes  more. 

In  the  following  century  the  splendid  gifts  of  the  brothers  c^^th  of 
John  Christian  and  John  Christopher  Wolf  [Book  IV,  ^l^^;^^ 
6  Wolf]  almost  doubled  the  numerical  contents  of  a  col-      *>•»"«»« 

1         •  1  •    1     1       1      1  1  •  1  '  ^  xi  XVIIth  Cen. 

lection  which  had  already  enjoyed  so  rapid  a  growth  as  to  tuiy. 
lye  quite  exceptional  amongst  the  municipal  collections  of 
the  time ;  and  much  more  than  doubled  the  intrinsic  worth 
of  the  library  to  scholars.  With  this  large  accession  of 
printed  books  and  of  choice  manuscripts  there  came  also  a 
considerable  endowment  fund.  Before  the  close  of  the 
eighteenth  century  more  than  twenty  other  important  gifts 
and  bequests — exclasive  of  a  crowd  of  minor  ones — had 
increased  the  25,000  volumes  of  1700  to  more  than 
100,000  volumes.  The  various  archaeological  and  physical 
collections  appended  to  the  Library  had  also — and,  for  the 
most  part,  by  a  like  cxhihition  of  liberality  and  public  spirit 
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oil  the  part  of  a  multitude  of  Hamburgh  citizens — ^become 
worthy  of  the  growing  wealth  and  of  the  commercial  posi- 
tion of  the  city  to  which  they  belonged. 

As  may  naturally  be  inferred  from  the  rapid  aggregation 
of  so  large  a  number  of  separate  collections,  a  considerable 
mass  of  duplicate  books  had  accrued.  These  have  afforded 
means  of  purchase,  additional  to  those  of  an  ordinary  kind 
arising  from  early  endowments  and  from  the  current  grants 
of  the  municipality.  During  the  present  century  selections, 
with  a  view  to  the  filling  up  of  ascertained  deficiencies,  had 
become  the  most  important  requirement.  Considerable  addi- 
tions have  been  made  by  purchase.  Some  small  but  valuable 
collections  on  specific  subjects  have  also  been  received  bygift. 
Notable  amongst  these  are  the  mineralogical  books  of  Von 
Struve  ;  the  collections  in  Hymnology  of  Dr.  J.  A.  Ram- 
bach,  given  by  his  widow  in  1852;  the  Halle  collection, 
acquii'ed  in  1866 ;  an  extensive  series  of  works  on  Hanseatic 
archaeology  and  statistics,  formed  by  Liihrzen  ;  and  also 
large  and  important  selections  from  the  Library  of  the 
eminent  historian  Lappenberg,*  acquired  in  1867.  The 
bequest  of  a  valuable  Spanish  library  was  made  to  the  City 
of  Hamburgh  some  yeara  ago,  by  its  Consul  at  Cadiz,  J.  N. 
BoEHL  voN  Faber,  but  the  Spanish  government  refused  to 
permit  the  books  to  be  exported.  They  were  secured,  by 
compulsory  purchase,  for  the  Royal  Library  of  Madrid.  In 
18G0,  and  mainly  by  the  exertions  of  J.  S.  Meyer,  a 
special '  Schiller  collection'  was  formed,  and  is  augmented 
from  time  to  time. 

An  official  return,  printed  in  1850  (but  prepared  in 

*  The  acquisition  from  the  Lappenberg  library  came  partly  by  gift 
and  partly  by  purchase.  They  comprised  an  important  seriefl  of  maps, 
and  valuable  groups  of  books  on  the  History  and  Literatures  of  Britain 
and  of  Scandinavia.  The  latter  accrued  by  select  purchases  made  at 
Leipsic  in  1867,  when  Lappenberg*s  books  were  sold  by  auction. 
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1849),  assigned  to  the  Town  Library  of  Hamburgh  an 
aggregate  of  about  153,000  printed  'books'  and  5000 
manuscripts.  It  had  also  about  40,000  printed  tracts  and 
'dissertations,'  which,  for  the  most  part,  were  unbound. 
Dr.  Petzholdt,  in  1853,  estimates  the  number  of  printed 
volumes  as  approximating  to  about  200,000.  But  later 
notices  of  the  Hamburgh  Library  published  by  the  same 
eminent  authority,  show  that  this  estimate  must  have  been 
considerably  too  high.  At  Hamburgh  the  official  use  of 
the  vague  phrase  **  Buchern  und  Brochuren'  is  persistent, 
and  makes  it  difficult  to  give  any  satisfactory  estimate  of 
the  precise  extent  of  the  library.  The  nearest  approxi- 
mation to  a  definite  statement  assigns  to  the  library  in 
18G0  about  187,000  volumes.  It  appears  (from  a  series 
of  annual  reports  subsequent  to  1853  and  extending  to 
1866)  that,  taking  one  year  with  another,  nearly  4000 
*  works  and  portions  of  works^*  have  been  added,  annually, 
to  the  Town  Library.  If  we  estimate  these  as  equivalent 
to  one  tenth  of  that  number  of  ordinary  'volumes'  the 
allowance  will  probably  be  adequate.  A  strict  counting  of 
the  library  would,  perhaps,  not  add  in  1869  more  than 
some  3000  volumes  to  the  estimated  187,000  of  1860. 
The  figures,  when  so  reduced,  leave  the  collection  still  in 
the  first  rank  among  the  Libraries  of  Municipalities.  But 
the  intrinsic  worth  of  the  Hamburgh  Library  is  greater 

♦  The  details  of  the  years  1865  and  1866  are  as  follows : — 


•  WOKKS  AND  PORTIONS 
OF  WOBKS.* 


By  purchase  , 

By  exchange 

By  copyright  and  gifts   . 

Total  number  added 


1865. 

810 

911 

.     3,271 

.     4,992 


'  WOKKS  AND  PORTIONS 

OF  Workb/ 


1866. 

785 

1,214 

5,501 

7,500 


— Reports,  by  Petersen,  printed  in  Serap.,  xxviii,  snpp.,  pp.  65,  seqq. 
and  73,  seqq. 


:232  FUEE  TOWN  LIBKAIUES,  ABROAD. 

tliuii  its  lucre  numerical  exteut;  and  its  administration  hag, 
for  a  very  long  period,  been  exemplary.  The  ordinary 
income  of  the  Town  Library  of  Hamburgh  was,  in  1849, 
equal  to  a  little  less  than  £500  of  English  money.  Its  use 
both  as  a  Consulting  Collection  and  as  a  Lending  Col- 
lection is  free  alike  to  townsmen  and  to  strangers  duly 
recommended.  In  1865,  the  number  of  visits  paid  to  the 
Reading  Room  wds  1832.  In  the  following  year  that 
number  had  increased  to  2205.  In  1865  the  aggr^te 
issue  of  volumes  lent  was  3970;  in  1866,4313.  This 
au)ount  of  publicity,  though  an  increasing  amount,  is,  it 
uill  be  scon,  still  relatively  small  when  compared  with  the 
issues  of  Town  Libraries — far  less  richly  endowed  than  that 
of  Hamburgh — in  many  other  countries. 

Ti.c  Town        Another  instructive  example  of  the  growth  of  a  Town 
i3mi"^   Library,  alike  in  wealth  of  literature  and  in  liberality  of 
administration,  by  the  combined  efforts  of  individual  citizens 
and  of  enliglitcned  municipalities,  may  be  found  in  the  his- 
tory of  that  of  Ercslau. 

The  Town  Collection  of  Ureslau  combines  the  *  Rhediger 
Library'  or  '  Library  of  St.  Elizabeth,'  founded  by  Thomas 
von    RjiEuiGER   in    1575*   [Book  IV,    §  Medi^er];  the 

*  Lil)rary  of  St.  Bcrnardin,'  founded  at  a  period  anterior  to 
the  bequest  of  Rhediger,  but  which  did  not  attain  im- 
l)ortance  until  late  in  the  seventeenth  century ;  and  the 

*  Library  of  St.  Mary  Magdalen,'  founded  in  1547  and 
c^pcncd  to  the  Public  in  1644. 

Of  these  collections — all  of  them  notable  on  one  point  or 
other — Rhedioer's  was  the  most  valuable.  Founded  by  a 
conspicuous  c.\ortion  of  individual  munificence,  it  incited, 
troui  time  to  time,  other  liberal  efforts  for  its  improvement. 

*  But  lift  «'ptiK'(l  to  llu-  Public  until  UM.     Seo  B(»ok  IV,  §  807. 
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Between  the  years  1664  and  1784  no  less  than  seven 
libraries  formed  by  inhabitants  of  Breslau  were  successively 
added  to  it,  either  by  donation  or  by  bequest.  Some  of 
these  gifts  were  of  great  value. 

Its  contents,  in  1864 — when  the  union  of  the  three 
libraries,  as  one  combined  municipal  collection,  was  effected 
— were  stated  as  follows  : — More  than  70,000  volumes  of 
printed  books ;  almost  1000  MSS. ;  15,000  engravings  and 
wood-cuts;  and  a  remarkable  collection  of  early  music, 
printed  and  MS. 

Among  the  MSS.  of  the  Rhediger  Library  the  following 
are  especially  notable  :  (1)  A  precious  MS.  of  Froissart  in 
four  folio  volumes  on  vellum  with  admirable  illuminations, 
written  and  painted  in  the  15th  century  for  Anthony  of 
Burgundy,   a   natural   son   of  Duke   Philip   the   Good. 

(2)  A  MS.  of  the  History  of  Valerius  Maximus,  written  for 
the  same  Bastard  of  Burgundy,  and  similarly  illuminated. 

(3)  A  Latin  Evangeliary,  in  uncials,  of  the  eighth  century. 

(4)  A  copy  of  the  Paraphram  in  Cantica  Canticorum  of 
Williramus,  with  an  old  German  translation,  written  in  the 
eleventh  century.  (5)  A  MS.  of  the  Commedia  of  Dante,  of 
the  14th  century.  The  Greek  MSS.  of  this  Library  are 
numerous  and  many  of  them  valuable ;  but  they  have  not 
yet,  it  is  believed,  been  thoroughly  catalogued  or  examined. 
There  are  also  some  Arabic  MSS.  The  printed  incunabula 
are  of  considerable  extent  and  rarity.  And  finally  the 
printed  books  relating  to  the  history  and  concerns  of 
Silesia  in  particular,  are,  as  they  should  be  in  Breslau,  con- 
spicuous as  a  matter  of  special  care  to  the  managers  of  the 
Library* 

*  For  part  of  this  account  of  Rhediger's  Librai-y  I  am  indebted  to 
the  very  able  Essay  of  Neigebaur,  entitled  Die  Bihlwthek  in  der  Elisa- 
btthkirche  xu  Ihcslau  :  published  in  Serapeuvi  of  1857. 
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Here  also  is  the  earliest  known  MS.  of  the  work  of 
Thomas  of  Canimpre,  De  rerum  natura  libri  wx^  remark- 
able in  several  points  of  view,  and  especially  as  a  com- 
pendium of  the  science  of  the  earlier  part  of  the  thirteenth 
century.  The  Rhediger  MS.  is  coeval  with  the  author,  and 
may  possibly  be  in  his  autograph.  Of  some  other  curiosi- 
ties in  this  collection  an  interesting  account  may  be  found 
in  the  treatise  of  Henschel,  and  in  that  of  Wachler 
{Thomas  von  Mhediger  und  seine  Biicheraammlung). 

Wlien  the  amalgamation  of  Rhediger's  Library  with  the 
more  ancient  collections  of  St.  Mary  Magdalen  and  of 
St.  Bernardin  was  achieved,  in  1864,  the  citizens  of  Breslau 
entered  upon  the  enjoyment  of  a  Town  Library  of  more 
than  130,000  volumes,  nobly  lodged  and  liberally  main- 
tained. The  Town  Hall  is  a  fine  example  of  the  municipal 
architecture  of  the  fourteenth  century,  and  no  less  than 
eighteen  of  its  finest  rooms  are  occupied  by  the  combined 
libraries.  If  taken  with  its  suburbs,  Breslau  has  a  popu- 
lation of  more  than  160,000.  Within  stricter  limits, 
its  inhabitants,  according  to  a  recent  census,  number 
138,651. 

The  Town  I^  Augsburgh  municipal  effort  early  accomplished — 
Au^bLgh!  although  upon  a  much  smaller  scale — that  public  provision 
of  books  for  the  general  use  of  the  townsmen  which  in 
Breslau  was  made  partly  by  private  liberality,  and  pwi;ly  by 
the  public  spirit  of  the  ecclesiastical  corporations.  In  1637 
the  town  magistrates  made  a  selection  from  the  books  of 
the  dissolved  monasteries;  brought  the  selected  books 
together  in  the  Convent  of  the  Dominicans,  and  organized 
them  as  a  town  collection.  When  the  changes  of  the  times 
brought  the  Dominicans  back  to  their  old  abode,  the  books 
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were  transferred  to  another  convent  which  was  still  empty; 
but  in  1562  a  special  and  permanent  home  was  built  for 
the  Town  Library,  which  grew  rapidly  in  importance  until 
it  occupied  an  eminent  place  amongst  the  municipal  col- 
lections of  Germany. 

In  recent  times,  when  Augsburgh  had  become  part  of 
the  kingdom  of  Bavaria,  the  government  at  Munich  looked 
with  somewhat  envious  eyes  upon  the  choicer  and  rarer 
portion  of  those  literary  treasures  of  which  the  burghers  of 
Augsburgh  had  gradually  acquired  possession.     It  might 
be  well  enough,  thought  the  Bavarian  officials,  that  towns- 
men,  most  of  whom  belonged  to  the  trading  class,  should 
have  a  good  collection  of  ordinary  books  to  read  in  their 
hours  of  leisure.     But  what  did  mere  burghers  want  with 
choice  MSS.,  with  precious  historical  records,  or  with  the    j^^^,  ^, 
rarities  and  marvels  of  typography  ?     In  their  opinion,  such  •©"c »'  *»• 
treasures  would  better  become  the  seat  of  government,     ■nm  to 
They  were  strong  enough  to  convert  opinion  into   fact.       "^"^ ' 
Accordingly,  the  Augsburgh  library  was  stripped  of  some  of 
its  choicest  ornaments,  for  the  benefit  of  the  Royal  Col- 
lection at  Munich.     This  was  done  in  1806. 

The  suppression  of  monastic  communities,  begun  in  the 
sixteenth  century,  was  resumed  in  the  nineteenth,  and  a 
similar  course  was  taken  with  their  literary  possessions. 
The  best  were  selected  for  Munich.  At  Augsburgh  a  new 
library  was  founded  with  the  bulk  of  the  monastic  col- 
lections. It  was  called  *  Provincial  Library'  {Kreis- 
bibliothek).  Political  events  led  from  time  to  time  to 
considerable  changes  in  the  internal  administration  of  the 
Bavarian  provinces.  As  Augsburgh  had  been  deprived  of 
part  of  its  fine  library  for  the  aggrandizement  of  Munich, 
80  some  smaller  towns  suffered  the  same  kind  of  loss  for  the 
benefit  of  Augsburgh.     When,  at  a  recent  period,  the  new 
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'  Provincial  Library'  and  the  old  *  Town  Library'  were 
incorporated,  the  combined  collection  had  attained  to  nearly 
100,000  volumes.  Augsburgh  had  in  1864  somewhat  less 
than  50,000  inhabitants. 

The  books  are  publicly  and  freely  used  both  by  readers 
and  borrowers.  To  burgesses  books  are  lent  as  of  right ; 
to  non-burgesses  upon  due  voucher. 

The  library  is  maintained  by  a  joint  contribution 
from  the  funds  of  the  Province  and  from  those  of  the 
Municipality. 

Town  Li-  Frankfort,  also,  possesses  a  fine  Town  Library  which, 
Kmikr()rt.  taken  from  its  first  inception,  can  look  back  upon  a  history 
of  almost  four  centuries.  Ten  years  ago  it  was  in  posses- 
sion of  almost  80,000  volumes  of  printed  books  and  of 
about  1000  MSS.  Frankfort,  with  a  population  of  89,837 
inhabitants,  has  four  other  libraries  which,  in  greater  or  less 
degree,  are  publicly  accessible. 

In  1807  the  Town  Library  received  an  important 
augmentation,  by  the  free  gift,  upon  certain  necessary  con- 
ditions, of  the  Library  of  the  former  *  National  Assembly' 
of  Germany.  It  was  stipulated  that  certain  collections  of 
(lorman  Jurisprudence,  of  Political  Tracts,  and  of  Public 
Archives,  should  continue  to  be  preserved  in  their  existing 
condition  and  full  integrity.  Ceitain  other  collections  which 
had  been  attached  to  the  Library  of  the  *  Bund,'  and  which 
comprised  Charts,  Maps,  and  Plans,  of  great  value  for  mili- 
t.iry  purposes  to  the  several  governments  by  which  they  had 
been  contributed,  the  donor  were  left  at  liberty  to  reclaim. 

The  Town  Library  of  Nuremberg  dates,  primarily,  from 
that  mediaeval  gift  of  Conrad  Kuunhopkr  which  has  been 
uientioned  in  an  early  chapter  of  this  volume.     The  library 
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so  initiated  in  1445 — or  wliat  survived  of  it — received  i'»'e  Toim 
several  accessions  in  the  days  of  the  German  Reformation.  Nuremiei^-. 
In  1538^  it  was  definitively  established  in  the  Convent  of 
the  suppressed  Dominicans  of  Nuremberg.  During  the 
subsequent  three  centuries  it  has  successively  absorbed 
several  valuable  collections,  the  most  important  of  which 
are  noticed  hereafter.  [Book  IV.*]  The  one  special  merit 
by  which  the  Nuremberg  municipal  collection  is  pre- 
emiuently  marked  consists  in  the  care  bestowed  on  the 
accumulation  and  good  arrangement  of  the  monuments  and 
materials  of  the  local  history. 

Any  one  of  a  multitude  of  adverse  circumstances  may,  for  a 
time,  so  hamper  and  limit  the  practical  public  advantages  of 
a  Town  Library,  even  when  liberally  supported  and  adminis- 
tered, that  the  amount  of  good  currently  derived  from  it 
may  seem  to  be  in  disproportion  to  the  past  labours  and 
the  past  expenditure.  But  whenever  the  collection  has  been 
made  a  well-furnished  repository  of  the  local  history,  its 
permanent  public  value  is  put  beyond  the  reach  of  accident. 
Care  and  cost  so  expended  are  sure  to  bring  an  ultimate 
return  to  the  whole  community. 

It  is  probable  that  a  careful  comparison  of  the  history  of 
municipal  libraries  in  Germany  with  that  of  the  like  insti- 
tutions in  France  would  show,  conclusively,  that  they  have 
but  rarely  been  allowed,  in  any  part  of  Germany,  to  fall  so 
much  into  arrear,  and  into  a  state  of  so  much  neglect  and 
inefficiency  as  that  which  is  known  to  have  existed  in  several 
parts  of  IVance,  at  certain  periods.  But  in  Germany,  pre- 
cisely as  in  France,  the  insufficiency  of  Town  Libraries  of 
the  old  and  established  pattern  to  meet,  in  any  adequate 
degree,  the  wants  even  of  the  town  population,  has  long 

♦  The  references  will  be  found  under  "  Nuremberg,"  in  the  Index. 


Libraries  of 
Germany. 
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been  apparent.  In  Geiinany,  as  in  France,  Popular  Town 
Libraries  of  a  new  sort  have  been  established — ^partly  by 
the  exertions  of  educational  societies ;  partly  by  those  of 
the  municipal  authorities — with  the  especial  object  of 
bringing  nn  effectual  supply  of  good  books  within  the 
reach  of  the  artisan  classes.  Prussia  has  been  foremost  in 
effort  of  this  kind. 
Popular  At  Berlin,  for  example,  four  '  People's  Libraries  * 
{Volksbibliothekoi)  were  established  in  the  year  1850  in 
as  many  different  parts  of  the  capital.  A  large  proportion 
of  the  primary  expenses  was  borne  by  an  association  called 
*The  Scientific  and  Educational  Union/  The  current 
expenses  of  maintenance  are  borne  partly  by  the  munici- 
palities and  partly  by  the  Educational  Union ;  aided  by  the 
voluntary  gifts  of  individuals.  Begun  as  Free  Public  Reading 
Rooms,  the  work  of  the  new  institutions  soon  embraced  the 
lending  of  books  for  family  use. 

The  tentative  efforts  of  1850  were  highly  successful  and 
encouraging.  Between  that  year  and  the  year  1866  three 
additional  Peoples'  Libraries  were  established  in  the  suburbs 
of  Berlin.  And,  in  18G7,  an  eighth  library  was  founded 
for  Potsdam  and  the  Schoneberg  district.  In  a  publication 
of  1867 — not  an  official  one — I  find  it  stated  that  four  of 
these  eight  libraries  contained  an  aggregate  of  18,000 
volumes,  and  that  the  number  of  persons  admitted  to 
borrow  books  for  home  use  in  one  year  was  4311.  Some 
of  them  began  with  the  liberal  provision  of  2500  volumes 
of  well-chosen  books  as  a  groundwork ;  others  of  them 
were  started  on  a  somewhat  humbler  scale.  But  all,  it  is 
said,  have  made  satisfactory  progress.  All  have  been 
eagerly  welcomed  by  those  they  were  more  especially 
intended  to  benefit. 

In   Hamburgh — to  take   one  other  example — a  some- 
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what  similar  *  People's  Library '  has  been  established  on 
the  principle  of  taking  some  payment  from  all  who  partici- 
pate in  its  advantages,  but  fixing  this  payment  or  subscrip- 
tion at  a  very  low  rate.  Here,  also,  a  society,  called  the 
*  Schiller  Union,'  took  the  initiative.  The  library  was 
opened  in  July,  1862.  Within  four  years  it  possessed 
nearly  5000  volumes.  Its  reading-room  is  opened  twice  a 
week  during  the  summer  months,  and  on  every  evening 
during  the  winter  months.  At  Hamburgh,  as  at  Berlin,  the 
success  is  represented  to  be  encouraging.  But  as  yet  no 
statistics  are  available  of  that  detailed  kind  which  alone 
would  afford  any  satisfactory  basis  for  a  comparison — much 
to  be  desired — of  the  results  of  the  small-payment  plan 
followed  at  Hamburgh  with  those  of  the  freer  provision 
adopted  at  Berlin. 

Nor  is  it  in  the  large  towns  of  Germany  alone  that  .G«„eiiide. 
'People's  Libraries'  have  been,  of  late  years,  successfully  esta-  ^^"q  ^^^* 
blished.    The  like  have  been  founded  in  certain  very  small   vuiagetand 

hamleti. 

villages  and  hamlets.  In  some  places  the  union  of  a  free  read- 
ing room  with  a  circulating  collection  available  by  a  small 
payment  seems  to  have  worked  well.  Sometimes  the  expenses 
of  maintenance  are  met  by  a  fund  which  accrues  from 
these  five  distinct  sources :  (1)  A  fixed  contribution  from 
the  common  funds  of  the  village  or  parish;  (2)  a  fixed 
contribution  from  the  chief  proprietor  {' JSeisteuer  des 
Guts/ierrn) ;  (3)  small  payments  of  borrowers ;  (4)  custo- 
mary contributions  gathered  at  marriages,  baptisms,  and 
other  festive  occasions ;  (5)  voluntary  gifts. 


CHAPTER  III. 

NOTES  ON  THE  TOWN  LIBRARIES  OF  SOME  OTHER 

CONTINENTAL  STATES. 

§  1.  Switzerland. 

From  the  days  of  the  Reformation  most  of  the  SvV'iss 
Cantons  have  possessed  public  collections  of  books.     Sonio 
of  them  are  Cantonal  and  some  Municipal.     The  Cantons 
of  Zurich,  Berne,  and  Geneva  are,  in  this  respect,  as  in 
others,  preeminent.     But  very  few  of  these  Swiss  Libraries 
are  Lending  Libraries  otherwise  than  by  the  payment  of 
entrance  fees  or  of  a  small  annual  subscription. 
The  Town      Thc  Towu  Library  of  Berne  was  founded  in  1548.     It 
^'w"^   contained  in  1853  about  49,000  printed  volumes.     Upon 
the  basis  of  an  official  statement  that,  on  the  average,  more 
than  two  hundred  volumes  are  yearly  added,  it  may  be 
estimated  to  contain,   in    1869,  at  least  52,000  printed 
volumes.    According  to  an  official  report,  of  the  year  1849, 
the  MSS.  numbered  2303;  of  which  number  1500  relate 
to  the  History  of  Switzerland.     According  to  Pktzholdt's 
llandbuch  of  1853,  the  number  of  MSS.  was  in  that  year 
about   3200.     More   than    1000   MSS.    came  from    thc 
Bon  GARS  collection,  and  were  presented  to  Berne  by  Jacob 
von   LiEBEGG  in    1632.     Amongst   these  are  some   very 
valuable  classical  MSS. 

In  1853  the  yearly  number  of  readers  at  Berne  did  not 
much  exceed  500  ;  that  of  books  lent  was  estimated  as 
somewhat  more  than  2000  volumes.     Inhabitants  of  Berne 


THE  TOWN  LIBRARY  OF  GENEVA.  241 

pay,  once  for  all,  an  entrance  fee  of  ten  Swiss  livres.  Since 
the  year  1809  Professors  and  Students  of  the  University 
are  admitted  without  personal  payment,  but  a  contribution 
to  the  library  fund  is  made  by  the  Cantonal  Government  by 
way  of  compensation. 

There  are  also  libraries,  similarly  administered,  in  the 
small  towns  of  Porrentzuy,  Thonne,  Berthoud,  and  Bienne, 
within  the  Canton  of  Berne. 

The  first  commencement  of  the  Public  liibrary  of  the 
City  of  Geneva  may  be  traced  to  the  middle  of  the  sixteenth 
century.  The  foundation-collections  comprised  the  books 
of  Calvin,  of  Peter  Maettr,  and  of  Bonnivard.  The 
number  of  volumes  was  officially  estimated  as  amounting, 
in  1831,  to  81,000,  in  1849,  to  about  40,000.  Pbtz- 
HOLDT,  in  1853,  assigned  to  it  "upwards  of  60,000  Th«Ttoim 
volumes.'*  In  the  seven  years  preceding  1849  its  average  Geneya. 
annual  growth  had  been  about  1200  volumes.  If  that  be 
taken  as  the  ordinary  rate  of  increment, — apart  from  excep- 
tional accessions, — the  Town  Library  of  Geneva  may  be 
estimated  to  contain  in  1869  nearly  70,000  volumes  of 
printed  books.  The  MSS.  are  about  200  in  number,  and 
are  of  considerable  value. 

Since  the  year  1703  the  Library  has  been  freely  acces- 
sible to  readers  in  its  reading  room.  For  a  long  time  past 
it  has  also  been  freely  accessible  as  a  Lending  Collection  to 
all  citizens  of  Geneva.  Up  to  the  year  1842  the  average 
number  of  volumes  annually  lent  was  about  4500.  At  that 
period  the  hours  of  issue  were  but  two  in  the  week.  When 
increased  to  four,  the  average  number  of  volumes  annually 
issued  was,  within  a  short  time,  almost  quadrupled.  In 
substance,  the  regulations  of  the  borrowing  privilege  are 
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not  very  unlike  those  which  have  been  adopted  in  the  Free 
Town  Libraries  of  Britain  and  America. 


librariet 
within  the 
Canton  of 
Zurich. 


inundation 
and  Qrowth 
of  the  Tuwu 
Library  of 
Znrirh. 


The  Canton  of  Zurich  has  a  Cuntonal  Library  established 
in  the  chief  town.  The  municipality  has  its  Town  Library 
{Stadtbibliothek),  the  interesting  history  of  which  will  be 
noticed  presently.  The  small  town  of  Wiutertluu*  has  also 
its  Town  Library  {Biirgerbibliothek)  which  was  established 
— mainly  by  the  exertions  of  Pastor  John  Jacob  Mkyer — 
in  the  year  1060.  All  these  are  Public  Libraries.  None 
of  them  is,  strictly  speaking,  a  *  Free  Library/  They  are 
the  property  of  a  chartered  and  privileged  portion  of  the 
inhabitants,  not  of  the  inhabitants  universally.  Of  the  Town 
Libraries,  for  instance,  members  of  the  '^ Biiryerschaft "  have 
the  free  use,  but  other  inhabitants,  non-freemen  of  the 
incorporated  body,  pay  a  small  subscription. 

As  far  as  respects  minuter  details  of  the  formation  and 
growth  of  the  Town  Libraries  of  Switzerland  the  history 
of  that  of  Zurich  may  serve  as  a  sufficient  example.  It  was 
founded  in  1629  by  the  joint  exertions  of  four  distin- 
guished Zurichei-s,  all  of  whom  had  just  returned  from  an 
extensive  European  tour  and  were  about  to  enter  upon 
their  several  careers  of  activity  at  home.  They  had 
watched  with  interest  the  methods  of  working  pursued  in 
some  of  the  libraries  which  they  had  seen  abroad — and 
more  especially  in  Italy  and  in  France,  in  both  of  which 
countries  they  had  met  with  municipal  libraries  that  were 
doing  good  educational  work — and  they  were  anxious  to 
establish  a  Public  Libraiy  that  should  be  open  to  the 
burgesses  of  Zurich  and  be  their  conmion  property.*     Each 

*  "  Einc  gcmeine  Bi'irgerbibliotbek**  is  tbe  phrase  employed  in  the 
coiit<?mporaTy  ilocuuient. 


ZURICH  TOWN  LIBRARY  IN  THE  17TH  CENTURY.  243 

of  the  four  brought  to  the  joint-stock  a  double  contribu- 
tion, namely,  in  books  and  in  money.     They  then  invited, 
with  conspicuous  success,  the  assistance  of  their  fellow- 
citizens.     These  joint   founders  were  Balthasar  Kkller, 
Felix  Kellee,  Henry  Mueller,  and  John  Ulrich.     It 
was  in  Ulrich's  house  that  the  infant  Ubrary  was  first 
established,  under  the  care  of  a  Library  Society  or  Com- 
mittee {Bibliothekconvenf) ,  but  he  did  not  livelong  enough  ^^'^^ 
to  see  the  collection  fairly  transferred  to  the  general  custody  &«•/»..  ^ 
of  the  Town  Council  and  established,  by  its  direction,  in  vogdlin*. 
the  so-called  'Water  Church'  {Cape/la  aquatica)  the  ori-  ^^Jbi.in, 
ginal  founder  of  which  was  the  Emperor  Charlemagne.  ^"''•'*- 
The  transfer  was  efiected  in  1031. 

The  library  made  quiet  and  continuous  progress  until  in 
1664  it  contained  about  5000  volumes.  Even  at  that 
early  stage  special  pains  were  taken  to  collect  books  about 
Zurich,  and  the  writings  of  Zurichers.  In  1678  a  printed 
list  of  desiderata  of  this  sort  was  circulated,  with  an  inti- 
mation that  offers  of  them  either  by  gift  or  for  purchase 
would  be  thankfully  received.  In  1701  the  library  had 
grown  to  8448  printed  volumes,  and  it  also  possessed, 
already,  some  valuable  manuscripts,  to  which  some  im- 
portant additions  were  made  during  the  next  forty  years 
by  two  successive  librarians,  John  Jacob  Leu,  and  John 
Conrad  Heidegger.  To  the  last-named  benefactor  the  ProyreMof 
library  also  chiefly  owed  the  compilation  of  a  good  Cata-  Towuiibrary 
logue,  printed  in  1744.  Still  more  important  benefits  were  Sll^^^"^** 
conferred,  in  the  later  years  of  this  century,  by  John  Jacob 
Bodmer,  by  Solomon  Gesner  (emhient  both  as  a  poet 
and  an  artist),  and  by  Leonard  Usteri. 

One  of  the  largest — and,  perhaps,  intrinsically  the  most 
valuable — collections  which  have  been  incorporated  with  the 
Town  Library  of  Zurich  is  that  which  had  been  formed  by 
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Of&cial 
Returns 
(Fordcn 
Office^,  1849w 
SO. 


John  Jacob  Simler.  It  is  eminently  rich  in  the  depart- 
ment of  Ecclesiastical  History,  especially  for  the  Reforma- 
tion period,  and  as  well  in  manuscripts  as  in  printed  books. 
This  acquisition  was  soon  followed  by  other  valuable  ac- 
cessories ;  amongst  them,  both  the  printed  books  and  the 
manuscripts  of  John  Caspar  Hagenbuch  and  of  John 
Jacob  Stein  BRUEGHEL. 

The  systematic  attention  given  to  the  acquirement  of  the 
printed  and  manuscript  materials  of  the  Cantonal  History 
embraced  also  the  artistic  memorials  of  distinguished 
Znrichers.  A  fine  series  of  local  portraits  and  busts,  when 
combined  with  the  literary  collections,  gave  to  the  institu- 
tion— during  the  present  century — the  character  of  a 
patriotic  museum  as  well  as  that  of  an  ordinary  Town 
Library.  Probably,  every  Zurich  worthy  is,  in  one  way  or 
other,  there  commemorated.  Such  an  example  well  de- 
serves imitation. 

For  almost  two  centuries  and  a  half  the  united  exertions 
of  a  local  committee  and  of  the  municipal  authorities  have 
worked  in  harmony  for  the  increase  and  improvement  of 
the  Zurich  Library.  By  the  year  1850  it  had  come  to 
possess  about  G1,000  volumes,  of  which  number  3500 
were  manuscripts.  It  had  a  fund  of  about  £400  a  year 
accruing  from  three  several  sources.  (1)  Interest  of  an 
endowment  fund  ;  (2)  Municipal  contribution ;  (3)  Sub- 
scriptions of  the  Local  Society  or  Committee  who  help  to 
administer  the  Library,  and  may  be  said  still  to  represent 
the  original  founders. 

The  books  are  lent,  under  due  regulations,  but  only  to 
burgesses  and  to  subscribers. 

The  official  report  of  1850  states  that  the  average  num- 
ber of  volumes  currently  and  habitually  in  circulation  is  at 
least  2000  volumes ;  that  the  loss  attendant  on  this  con- 
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siderable  circulation  does  not,  on  the  average,  exceed  three 
or  four  volumes  in  the  year;  that  it  has  rarely  happened 
that  a  volume  so  lost  has  been  irreplaceable;  that  the  Town 
Library  has  no  legal  right  to  copies  of  books  printed  at 
Zurich  presses,  but  that  practically  it  does  receive  copies 
by  the  free  gift  of  the  respective  publishers ;  and  that  the 
average  accessions — comparing  one  year  v^rith  another — 
from  all  sources,  may  be  taken  as  nearly  1000  volumes 
annually. 

It  follows  that  if  we  place  the  aggregate  number  of 
volumes  in  1869  as  approximating  to  75,000  the  estimate 
is  likely  to  be  rather  below  the  truth  than  above  it.  From 
the  date  of  its  foundation,  it  may  be  regarded  as  partaking 
alike  of  the  character  of  a  '  Town  Library '  and  of  a  '  Pro- 
prietary Library.'  Its  persistent  progress  is  characteristic 
of  the  people  who  maintain  it.  Of  a  strictly  *  Free  Town 
Library*  there  seems  to  be  no  example  in  Switzerland, 
other  than  that  of  Geneva. 

§  2.  Italy. 

At  the  close  of  the  year  1865,  the  then  Minister  of 
Public  Instruction  of  the  Kingdom  of  Italy  (Sig.  Natoli) 
stated  (in  a  Report  which  was  submitted  to  the  King,)  The  recent 
that  the  number  of  libraries  open  to  the  Public  within  that  qame.  i^to 
kingdom  was  164,  and  that  of  these  110  were  either  'com-  ^J^^^^ 
munal'  or  'provincial.'     Perhaps,  four  fifths  of  the  last-  «••  !*•"*« 
named  number  correspond,  in  character  and  in  means  of 
maintenance,  with  the   institutions   usually  described  as 
•Town  Libraries/   Of  the  whole  110  somewhat  more  than 
one  half  are  foiuid  in  the  Emilia,  in  the  Marches,  in  Sicily, 
and  in  Lombardy. 

Bologna  possesses  the  largest  Town  Library  within  the 
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Itnlinn  kingdom.  The  little  town  of  Cesena  possesses 
that  which  is  of  most  ancient  formation.  Genoa  is  notable 
for  the  largest  duration  of  the  hours  of  public  accessibility 
—  not  only  as  compared  with  other  Italian  Libraries  but  as 
compared  w^ith  most,  perhaps,  of  the  other  libraries  of  the 
world.  Its  Town  Library  is  returned  as  open  to  all  comers 
during  ninety  hours  in  each  week  for  the  greater  part  of  the 
year.  With  but  40,000  volumes  of  books  on  its  shelves, 
it  has  a  yearly  aggregate  of  50,400  readers.  Bologna, 
with  102,860  volumes  of  books,  has  14,855  readers  in  the 
year.  Ravenna,  with  30,000  volumes,  accessible  during  six 
days  of  the  week  for  five  hours  daily,  has  but  451  readers 
in  the  year.* 

So  large  a  portion  of  the  existing  Town  Libraries  of  Italy 
have  been  founded  on  the  contents  of  libraries  specifically 
theological  in  their  character  that  their  general  public  utility 
but  rarely  accords  with  their  numerical  extent.  In  a  few 
towns,  the  individual  munificence  of  enlightened  and 
wealthy  citizens;  in  a  few  others,  the  exertions  of  the 
municipal  authorities,  aided  by  those  of  their  constituents, 
have  put  the  townsfolk  in  possession  of  well-chosen  col- 
lections of  books.  In  the  majority  of  the  Italian  towns  the 
public  libraries  are  greatly  in  arrear.  Whilst  they  include 
excellent  groups  of  the  older  books  on  certain  subjects  and 
classes  of  literature  they  are  often  devoid  of  modem  books. 

*  The  ntimerical  statements  made  in  tliis  chapter,  wbicli  relate  to 
Italian  libraries,  are  usually  based  on  the  returns  printed  in  tbe  official 
volume  entitled  '  Statistica  del  Begno  d*Italia, — Biblioteehe,*  issued  in 
December,  1865.  Some  exceptions  are  specially  noted.  For  the  histo- 
rical notices,  the  official  stiitements  of  the  Minister  of  Public  Instruc- 
tion have  been  occasionally  compared  with  local  reports,  but  chiefly 
with  the  interesting  and  most  elaborate  monographs  on  Italian  libraries 
by  Neigebaur.  Most  of  these  have  appeared  in  various  recent  volumes 
of  Serapcinn ;  a  few  of  them  in  Fetzholdt*s  Neuer  Anxeiger  fUr  Biblio- 
f/raphie. 
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In  nearly  all  of  them  foreign  literature  has  been,  up  to  a 
very  recent  date,  a  mere  blank.  It  is  evident  therefore,  at 
the  outset,  that  a  great  amount  of  work  has  yet  to  be  done, 
even  in  the  most  liberally  administered  towns,  to  bring 
their  municipal  libraries  on  a  reasonable  level  with  the 
needs  of  the  day.  That  the  task  has  been  begun  with 
vigour  will  presently  be  not  less  apparent. 

In  a  great  many  towns  too  the  concentration  of  existing 
resources  and  appliances  is  not  less  needful  than  is  the 
development  of  new  ones.  Some  Italian  towns — not  of 
vast  size — possess  five  or  six  distinct  libraries,  all  of  which 
arc,  nK)re  or  less,  pubUcly  accessible.  A  large  number  of 
towns  possess  three  or  four.  Not  infrequently  the  various 
libraries  have  many  characters  in  common ;  alike  in  what 
they  possess  and  in  what  they  want.  The  incorporation  of 
some  of  the  minor  collections  with  the  chief  public  library 
of  the  place  will,  in  many  cases,  both  increase  the  public 
usefulness  and  economise  the  current  expenditure. 

The  table  which  follows  exhibits  both  the  extent  and  the 
relative  accessibility  of  the  Municipal  Libraries  of  thirteen 
cities  and  towns.  It  also  shows,  as  respects  eight  of  them, 
the  actual  use  made  of  them  by  the  PubHc. 
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Town  Libbabieb  of  Italy.— Number  of  Yoltjmeb  (ik  Libba- 

BIE8    containing    18,000,    AND     TTPWABDS) ;     NtTMBEB     OF 

OPEN  HOUB8  IN 

[  EACH  WEEK;  AND  YEABLY  AOGBEOATS  OF 

Beadebs. 

FiX  AMPLE  THE  FiBBT. 

(From  Bettims  published  by  the  Italian  Ministiy  of  PaUio 

InRtmction,  1865.) 

Name  oy  Town. 

NUMBKR  OV 

Pbinted 
volunes  in  the 

NUIIVEB  OV 

MSS. 

Opeb  Houm 

IN  BACH 

Wbxk. 

Ybamlt 
aoobkoatv 

Town  Libkamy. 

Bologna 

102,860 

*  «  • 

■  •  • 

14355 

Palermo 

100,000 

1,155 

24* 

21.900 

Beggio  . 

70.000 

•  •  • 

42 

•  •  • 

Bergamo 

70,000 

2,000 

30 

9,000 

Forfi      . 

60,000 

*  •  ■ 

30 

•  •  • 

Siena     . 

45,641 

3,992 

42 

6.858 

Fiacenza 

42,000 

•  •  • 

36 

1,800 

Glenoa   . 

39.000 

604 

90t 

50,400 

Bavenna 

36.257 

700 

30 

451 

Perugia 

25,608 

•  •  • 

20 

■  •  • 

Bimini 

24,100 

•  •  • 

15 

792 

Como    . 

21,000 

•  •  ■ 

25 

2,550 

Cesena  . 

18,000 

•  •  • 

25 

•  •  • 

Imola    . 

lfc,000 

•  •  • 

17 

*  •  • 

The  Town 
Library  of 
Bologna. 


The  Town  Library  of  Bologna  {Biblioteca  Comunate) 
was  chiefly  formed  out  of  the  collections  of  suppressed 
monastic  communities.  It  was  first  opened  for  public  use 
in  the  year  1801.     In  1802  it  was  definitely  organized  as 

*  It  would  seem  that  in  the  official  returas,  published  in  1865,  the 
number  of  open  hours  in  the  day  has  been,  by  oversight,  inserted  (in  the 
column  assigned  to  the  Civic  Library  of  Palermo)  in  place  of  the 
number  in  the  week.  The  National  Library  in  the  same  City  is  retunied 
as  open  to  the  Public  during  fifty-five  hours  in  each  week.  The  yearly 
aggregate  of  'readers'  assigned  to  the  latter  is  21,643  against  the 
21,900  of  the  former. 

f  Accoi-ding  to  the  Ministerial  returns  of  1865  '  105  hours*  weekly. 
The  correctiou  has  been  made  from  the  authoritative  details  given  by 
Canalo,  Principal  Libratian,  in  an  interesting  report  printed  at  G^oa 
in  1867.  Tlio  **  9<>  hours"  given  above  applies  to  about  nine  months  of 
the  year. 


THE  TOWN  LIBRARY  OF  PALERMO.  249 

a  municipal  institution.  Fifteen  years  later  it  was  incor- 
porated with  the  noble  collection  of  books  which  had  been  J^J^^' 
bequeathed  to  Bologna  by  Anthony  Maonani.  Until  1838  ♦  J^«^^. 
the  Town  Library  remained  in  that  Dominican  Convent  in 
which  the  Monastic  Collections  had  been  first  brought 
together.  It  was  then  removed  to  the  building  formerly 
occupied  by  the  Gymnasium. 

Soon  after  the  removal,  many  important  acquisitions 
accrued,  partly  by  donation  or  bequest;  partly  by  purchase. 
Among  the  more  notable  of  these  accessions  were  the  re- 
spective libraries  (or  important  portions  of  them)  of 
Matthew  Venturoli  (1839);  Joachim  Mugnoz;  John 
Aldini,  Luke  Sgabzi,  Count  Alexander  Agucchi,  and  of 
Michael  Medici  (1859). 

In  the  same  year  with  the  bequest  of  Medici  there  came 
a  large  accession  to  the  Town  Library  by  the  incorporation 
of  that  of  the  Bolognese  Jesuits.  This  Jesuit  Collection 
amounted  to  about  15,000  volumes.  In  the  year  1861 
about  5000  volumes  on  the  Arts  of  Design  and  on  Archaeo- 
logy were  obtained  ;  partly  by  purchase,  and  partly  by  the 
bequest  of  Pelagio  Palagi,  To  these  varied  acquisitions 
were  added  the  manuscripts  of  Mezzofanti,  including  an 
extensive  correspondence  with  many  of  his  most  eminent 
contemporaries. 

Within  sixty  years  of  its  foundation  the  municipal  library 
of  Bologna  had  thus  grown  to  more  than  100,000  volumes ; 
including  an  important  series  of  manuscripts.  And,  in 
addition  to  the  books,  it  comprised  valuable  collections  of 
medals  and  of  antiquities  in  various  departments. 

The  Town   Library  {Biblioteca    Comuncde)  of  Palermo  TheT^inj 
was  founded  by  Alexander  Vanni  in  1759.     Established  wemo. 
originally  in  a  small  apartment  of  the  Town  Hall,  and  after- 
wards transferred  to  another  (not  much  more  commodious) 
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in  a  mansion  formerly  belonging  to  the  Dukes  of  Castel- 
i.uccio,  it  was  not  until  1775  that  it  obtained  an  abode 
favourable  to  its  adequate  growth  and  good  arrangement  as 
a  municipal  collection.  A  large  number  of  distinguished 
Palermitans  then  became  donors  of  books  and  promoters, 
in  various  ways,  of  the  eflSciency  of  the  library. 

Among  its  many  benefactors  Frederick  Napoli,  Prince 
of  Vesultana ;  Joseph  £manuel  Ventimiolia,  Prince  of 
Belmonte ;  Michael  Scuiavo,  Bishop  of  Mazara ;  Caesar 
AiROLDi ;  and  Doroinick  Lofaso,  Duke  of  Serradifaico, 
are  conspicuous.  Whilst  the  library  owed  much  to  the 
beneficence  of  private  citizens,  it  was  also  well  cared  for 
and  liberally  administered  by  the  municipality. 

An  extensive  series  of  manuscripts  relating  to  the  history, 
both  ancient  and  modem,  of  Sicily  is  among  the  most 
precious  possessions  of  the  Palermo  Library.  To  these 
MSS.  there  is  a  printed  index. 

The  Town  Library  of  Reggio  (in  Emilia)  was  founded 
by  the  mimicipality  in  1796.  It  includes  several  monastic 
and  ecclesiastical  collections ;  and  of  these  the  libraries  of 
S.  Spirito  and  of  the  Jesuits  are  the  chief.  Notable  among 
its  manuscripts  are  those  of  Lazarus  Spallanzani. 
BiTpuiio.  That  of  Bergamo  {Biblioteca  Civica)  was  anciently  the 
library  of  the  Chapter.  On  the  suppression  of  that  body 
in  1797  the  then  Government  transferred  the  library  from 
the  Cathedral  to  the  Municipality.  Other  ecclesiastical 
collections  served  to  increase  it,  and  also  the  private  col- 
lections of  Brunetti,  Marchesi,  Rota,  and  others.  Of 
its  seventy  tliousand  printed  volumes,  nearly  two  thousand 
are  incunabula,  and  of  its  nineteen  hundred  manuscripts  a 
fair  proportion  are  important  as  contahiing  materials  of  local 
history. 


Reggio. 
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The  Town  Library  of  Forli  dates  its  first  beginning  from 
a  bequest,  made  in  1759,  to  a  monastic  community  by  the  T<miiiibmy 
Marquess  Anthony  Albicini.  The  collection  so  bequeathed 
was  juridical,  and  the  community  did  not  care  to  possess  it. 
The  municipality  then  addressed  itself  to  Pope  Clement 
XIII,  and  obtained,  by  his  favour,  a  substitutional  title  to 
the  legacy.  On  this  small  foundation  it  acquired^  in  the 
course  of  some  forty  years,  a  Town  Library  of  about 
1 5,000  volumes.  During  the  present  century  the  collec- 
tion has  been  more  than  tripled.  Unlike  many  other  Italian 
libraries  of  its  class,  it  owes  a  larger  proportion  of  its  con- 
tents to  private  gifts,  combined  with  municipal  purchases, 
than  that  which  it  owes  to  the  mere  aggregation  of  monastic 
collections.  Caesar  Majoli,  Peter  Paul  Pasquali,  Arch- 
bishop Brunktti,  Count  Peter  Guarini,  and  Count  Charles 
CiGNANi,  amongst  others,  are  held  in  honourable  memory 
by  the  townsfolk  of  Forli  as  benefactors  to  its  Town  Library. 
Majoli'b  gifts  include  an  extensive  series  of  illustrated 
manuscripts  on  natural  history.  It  also  possesses  other 
manuscripts  having  special  local  interest. 

Siena,  like  Forh, — and  nearly  at  the  same  period, — 
derived  its  Town  Library  from  a  bequest  which,  in  course  Towniib»ry 
of  time,  came  to  be  diverted  from  the  precise  channel 
marked  out  for  it  by  the  testator.  The  gift  to  the  Univer- 
sity of  Siena  of  a  Library  formed  by  Sallust  Bandini 
became,  eventually,  the  foundation  of  a  municipal  collec- 
tion which  has  largely  thriven. 

Whilst  the  collection  given  by  Bandini  still  remained 
with  the  University  it  received  many  augmentations. 
Amongst  the  donors  Joseph  Ciaccheri  (who,  for  many 
years,  was  its  librarian)  is  the  most  conspicuous.  It  was 
his  misfortune  to  witness  the   severe   injuries   which   an 
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earthquake  brought,  in  1798,  upon  the  collection  which  he 
had  done  so  much  to  improve.  But  he  did  not  live  to  see 
the  removal  of  the  University  itself  to  another  town.  This 
transfer  was  effected,  under  the  rule  of  Napoleon,  in  the 
year  1810.  The  Library  was  then  handed  over  to  the 
Municipality.  With  it  had  previously  been  incorporated 
the  Library  of  the  Sienese  Augustinians,  founded  by  Dk 
Frato,  a  General  of  the  Order,  at  a  period  eighty  years 
earlier  than  the  bequest  of  Bandini.  In  conformity  with 
the  Founder's  directions  that  Augustinian  Collection  had 
been  available  for  public,  as  well  as  for  monastic  use. 
Eventually  other  monastic  collections  contributed  to  aug- 
ment the  newly  organized  collection  of  the  town  and  terri- 
tory of  Siena. 

Among  the  many  individual  donors  whose  gifts  have 
enriched  the  library  within  the  last  half  century,  the 
Marquesses  Chigi  and  Feroni  are  conspicuous.  In  1840, 
the  aggregate  number  of  printed  volumes  was  29,738.  In 
1863,  the  number  had  grown  to  45,641.  Of  these,  664 
are  books  printed  between  the  years  1468  and  1520.  Of 
the  nearly  four  thousand  manuscripts,  a  large  proportion 
relate  to  Sienese  history.  Both  of  the  printed  books  and 
of  the  manuscripts  there  are  excellent  catalogues,  arranged 
according  to  subjects. 

From  the  year  1853  to  1860  the  late  government  of 
Tuscany  made  a  yearly  grant  for  the  further  improvement 
of  the  library  on  the  express  condition  that  it  should  be 
kept  open  during  certain  hours  of  the  evening  as  well  as  of 
the  day.  The  official  returns  do  not  afford  any  information 
as  to  the  continuance  or  discontinuance  of  evening  accessi- 
bility, but  the  small  yearly  aggregate  of  readers — 6858 — 
would  seem  to  imply  that  it  has  ceased. 
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Piacenza  owes  its  town  Library  (known  alike  as  Biblio^ 
ieca  Passerini  and  as  Biblioteca  Civica)  to  Peter  Francis  Towniiiirwy 
Passerini^  by  whom  it  was  founded,  as  a  Collegiate  Collec- 
tion, in  1865.  It  became  a  public  collection,  by  the  libe- 
rality of  the  Theological  College  which  owned  it,  in  1784. 
And  with  it  was  incorporated  the  Library  of  the  Jesuits  of 
Piacenza.  In  1810  Napoleon  suppressed  the  College,  and 
gave  the  management  of  the  Library  to  a  committee  of 
distinguished  townsmen,  presided  over  by  the  chief  magis- 
trate. In  1833  a  new  regulation  made  it  more  distinctly 
municipal  in  character. 

Besides  the  Jesuit  collection,  the  Passerini  Library 
absorbed  several  smaller  monastic  collections  at  various 
periods,  and  it  has  also  received  many  bequeathed  collec- 
tions. None  of  them  have  been  of  very  salient  character, 
but  they  are  such  as,  in  the  aggregate,  have  added  greatly 
to  the  practical  value  of  the  library.  Its  MSS.  are  of  little 
importance,  but  they  include  a  Biblical  volume  of  great 
curiosity.  This  manuscript  is  a  Paalter  written  in  the  year 
827.  It  appears  to  have  belonged  to  Angilberga,  wife  of 
the  Emperor  Lewis  the  Second  ;  is  on  purple  vellum,  and 
its  scription  is  in  silver  and  gold. 

The  first  collector  of  the  present  Town  Library  of  Genoa  Towniibmrj 
{Biblioteca  Civica  Beriana)  was  Charles  Vespasian  Berio. 
Its  founder  as  a  public  and  municipal  collector  was  King 
Victor  Emanuel  the  First.  Vespasian  Berio  bequeathed 
the  fine  library  he  had  formed  to  a  nephew,  and  by  his  heir, 
Vincent  Berio,  it  was  given  to  the  King,  who  transferred 
the  gift  to  the  town  of  Genoa.  It  was  organized,  as  a 
municipal  institution,  in  1824.  In  1848  it  received  a 
valuable  collection  of  drawings,  chiefly  of  famous  Italian 
masters — 1666  in  number — by  the  bequest  of  the  Marquess 
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DuRAZZOy  a  Genoese  patrician.  Among  the  manuscripts  of 
the  Berio  Library  may  be  mentioned  (1)  an  important  series 
of  the  materials  of  Genoese  history ;  (2)  a  magnificently 
illuminated  OfficiumBeata  Vir^nis  Maria ^  with  miniatures 
by  Giulio  Clovio  ;  (3)  a  very  choice  Biblia  Sacra  Zatina 
of  the  eleventh  century.  There  is  also  a  curiously  illumi- 
nated Biblical  manuscript,  ascribed  to  the  thirteenth  century, 
JJJ7.ij®)j  containing  the  Hebrew  text,  with  a  Rabbinical  gloss. 
Among  the  rarer  printed  books  are  copies  of  the  Polyglott 
Bibles  of  Ximenes  and  of  AValton. 

Ravenna  owes  the  foundation  of  its  Town  Library  to  the 
nndthatof  Abbatc  Fctcr  Canneti  of  Cremona.  The  collection  dates 
from  1714,  but  it  did  not  pass  to  the  management  of  the 
Municipality  until  a  much  later  period.  In  common  with 
so  many  other  civic  collections  it  derived  large  accessions, 
early  in  the  present  century,  from  the  libraries  of  the 
suppressed  monasteries.  Its  manuscripts  number  020. 
They  include  a  famous  tenth  century  MS.  of  Akisto* 
PHANEs,  and  another,  of  the  thirteenth  century,  containing 
the  Letters  of  Cickro.  Here  also  are  choice  MSS.  of 
Italian  authors  of  the  fourteenth,  fifteenth,  and  sixteenth 
centuries,  and  among  them  two  texts  of  the  Divina  Coni" 
media ;  both  of  the  fourteenth  century.  Among  MSS.  of 
recent  Italian  writers  preserved  in  this  Ravenna  Collection 
the  official  returns  mention  those  of  Gaspar  Garatoni  and 
of  Vincent  Carrari,  author  of  an  unpublished  Sloria  delta 
Romagna. 

The   amusing  story   of  the   foundation   of  the  Town 

of^FeitiSr'  Library  of  Perugia  is  told — in  the  graphic  words   of  a 

recent  traveller — in  another  part  of  this  volume.    Podiani 

had  several  followers  as  donors  of  books,  but,  happily  for 
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the  peace  of  the  municipality,  they  were  men  of  simpler 
minds  than  their  precursor,  and  these  gifts  were  unaccom- 
panied by  ingenious  stipulations. 

The  Perugia  Library  also  received  valuable  accessions 
from  the  collection  of  the  Jesuits,  and,  more  recently,  from 
the  collections  of  other  suppressed  religious  communities. 
This  last-named  increment  came  to  it  in  virtue  of  a  decree 
of  the  government  of  Italy  made  in  1862.  On  the  whole, 
PoDiANi's  gift  has  been  increased  almost  fourfold. 

Dr.  Gambalunga  founded  the  Town  Library  of  Rimini  T.miUbr«fy 
by  bequeathing  in  the  year  1619  not  only  his  book  coUec-    • 
tion,  but  his  palace,  and  part  of  the  residue  of  his  estate. 
His   library  contained   valuable  MSS.  of  the    13th   and 
following  centuries.     Cardinal  Gakampi  added  his  collec- 
tions to  those  of  Gambalunga.     Until  a  recent  period,  the 
sole  means  of  maintenance  were  those  accruing  from  the 
Founder's  endowment.      It  was  then  transferred  to   the 
care  of  the  municipality,  under  which  the  library  has  pros- 
pered.    And^  although  it  is  still  more  remarkable  for  the 
value  of  its  contents  than  for  their  numerical  extent,  it  had 
attained,  in  1863^  to  the  possession  of  more  than  24,00U 
volumes.     There  are  many  MSS.  on  vellum,  not  a  few  of 
which  are  illuminated.     There  are  also  some  choice  incu- 
nabula amongst  the  printed  books.     But  more  important, 
intrinsically, — though  far  less  attractive  to  the  visitor's  eye, 
— is  a  precious  collection  of  local  charters  and  other  records 
l)eginning  with  the  year  1027.     The  documents  belonging 
to  the  11th  and   12th  centuries  alone  are  about  200  in 
number.     Some  of  these  came,  by  papal  authority  granted 
to  Gakampi  in  1753>  from  the  Monastery  of  St.  Julian  at 
Rome.     It  is  curious  to  note  that  in  the  Town  Uall  other 
muniments  of  the   Municipality    are   kept    qiatt.     Less 
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aiicieut  than  the  former,  these  yet  contain  records  of  tlie 
fifteenth  and  sixteenth  centuries,  if  not  of  an  earlier 
date. 

In  the  Cathedral  are  preserved  the  mnniments  of  the 
Chapter,  which  commence  with  the  year  994,  The  Epis- 
copal Archives  are  of  more  recent  date. 

Some  of  the  Rimini  docmnents  were  removed  to  Forli 
— as  being  then  the  chief  town  of  the  Department  of  the 
Rubicon — -under  the  French  rule,  and,  as  it  is  thought, 
have  remained  there.  But  the  town  is  in  actual  possession 
of  a  noble  series  of  records,  and  tht;y  have  been  turned  to 
good  account  by  Tonini,  in  his  History  of  Rimini.  The 
author  is,  or  recently  was,  its  librarian,  as  well  as  its  histori- 
ographer. 

AVere  all  these  collections  incorporated,  Rimini  would 
probably  surpass,  in  wealth  of  literary  possessions,  towns 
much  more  important  than  itself.  The  direct  use  made  of 
them,  however,  is  far  from  being  in  accordance  with  their 
value.  The  hours  of  public  accessibility  at  the  Town 
Library  are  only  fifteen  in  each  week.  The  aggregate  of 
the  visits  of  readers  during  the  year  is  but  792.  On  the 
other  hand,  many  of  the  special  treasures  of  literature  and 
of  history  which  are  preserved  at  Rimini  have,  obviously, 
an  indirect  public  utility  which  exceeds  the  immediate  one, 
although  it  cannot  be  expressed  in  figures. 


Como  affords  yet  another  instance  of  a  Town  Library 
growing  out  of  the  gift  of  an  individual  citizen.  Francis 
Benzi,  a  Jurist  of  some  mark  in  his  day,  bequeathed  his 
small  library  to  the  Town,  in  March,  KiOil,  on  condition 
that  it  should  be  maintained  as  a  public  collection.  No 
effectual  steps,  however,  were  taken  to  carry  out  the  testa- 
tor's inteution   until  the   eighteenth  century,    and   thai 
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century  itself  was  drawing  to  its  close  before  Benzi's 
library  obtained  a  good  organization^  in  connection  (ulti- 
mately) with  the  Town  Lyceum.  Among  its  chief  acquisi- 
tions during  the  present  century — apart  from  those  which 
have  accrued,  in  the  ordinary  way,  from  the  monastic 
collections — the  books  given,  or  bequeathed,  by  Francis 
MoccHETTi,  in  1835,  and  by  John  Baptist  Luraschi,  in 
1845,  are  conspicuous. 

The  Library  of  Imola  grew,  in  like  manner  with  that  of 
Como,  out  of  the  bequest  of  Francis  Lippi,  Bishop  of  Cava, 
made  in  1608.  That  prelate  gave  his  collection  for  public 
use.  In  1747,  another  benefactor  gave  it  an  endowment 
fund.  In  1809,  the  then  government  of  Italy  incorporated 
with  it  the  library  of  the  Seminary  of  Imola.  Besides  some 
choice  manuscripts  and  certain  collections  in  natural  his- 
tory, there  are  to  be  seen  in  union  with  the  Town 
Library  some  groups  of  antiquities,  partly  of  pre-Roman 
times,  which  derive  special  interest  from  their  local  cha- 
racter. 

Leghorn  had  (in  the  strict  sense  of  the  words)  no  library  Toim  Library 
properly  to  be  termed  public  until  the  middle  of  the  present 
century.  At  that  time  the  '  Labronica  Academy'  was  in 
possession  of  a  collection  which  had  been  carefully  formed, 
between  the  years  1816  and  1840,  and  consisted  of 
between  7,000  and  8,000  volumes.  The  Academy  trans- 
ferred this  collection,  in  1852,  to  the  Municipality  for 
public  use.  It  is  managed  by  a  Committee  composed  of 
members  of  both  bodies.  According  to  the  official  returns 
of  1863,  the  collection  had  been  nearly  tripled  since  the 
transfer  to  the  Public. 

Cesena  has,  in  fact,  two  Town  Libraries,  although  only  ^«t^o 
one  of  them  bears  a  name  in  which  the  fact  is  expressly  nnot 

- .  Ceacxia. 
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recognised.  One  of  these  colJectioiis — BiLlioteca  Mala- 
teatiana — is  very  sniall,  but  rauks  among  the  most  cele- 
brated libraries  of  all  Europe  for  the  precious  character  of 
its  contents.  Nor  is  the  list  of  those  existing  hbraries  of 
Enrope  which  surpass  the  Malateatiana,  in  point  of 
antiquity  of  foundation,  other  than  a  list  very  brief  indeed. 
The  second  library  (Bihlioteca  Co7n/mi/afipa)  is  but  seventy 
years  old,  and  is  one  of  those  which  at  their  origin  hnve 
been  mainly  formed  out  of  the  collections  of  suppressed 
religious  communities.  Established  in  1797,  it  contained, 
in  1863,  about  IS, 000  volumes.  The  municipality  has 
made  some  liberal  additions  to  the  original  stock,  and  the 
town  has  now  in  its  Bibliofeca  C'oinuiiilativa  a  useful 
collection  of  books  for  ordinary  purposes.  In  the  Mala- 
testiana,  on  the  other  hand,  the  little  town  of  Cesena  can 
shew  to  scholars  a  collection  of  which  the  greatest  metro- 
polis might  he  proud ;  although  it  contains  less  than  tive 
hundred  volumes. 

By  a  curious  felicity,  in  point  of  time,  Doraiuick  Hala- 
TESTA,  Prince  of  Cesena,  gave  his  library  of  manuscripts  to 
that  city  almost  nt  the  moment  when  printed  books  were 
beginning  to  circulate  beyond  their  birthplace.  In  1452 
his  collection  was  one  of  the  choicest  which  large  expendi- 
ture and  far-spread  research  could  bring  together.  It  con- 
tained— over  and  above  the  intrinsic  value  of  the  books,  as 
estimated  by  their  contents — some  of  the  finest  artistic 
productions  of  the  most  skilful  of  scribes,  illuminators,  and 
miniaturists  of  the  best  days  of  art  in  that  kind.  Its  gift 
to  the  citizens  of  Cesena  has  {thus  far)  perpetuated  a  pre- 
Guttenbergian  library  in  its  best  aspect,  and  in  its  full 
integrity.  The  building  in  which  the  Mnlatesta  collection 
is  preserved  ia  well-adapted  to  its  purpose.  Its  form  is 
that  of  a  basilica.      The  columns  are  of  Greek  rai 
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the  books  are  placed,  in  richly  carved  presses,  between  the 
columns.  All  the  arrangements  and  decorations  remain 
almost  exactly  as  they  were  at  the  foundation  of  the 
library. 

The  Malatesta  codices  are  three  hundred  and  forty-four 
in  number.  In  date  of  scription,  they  range  from  the  ninth 
century  to  the  fifteenth.  In  contents^  they  comprise  an 
extensive  series  of  Greek  and  Roman  classics,  some  of  which 
unite  unusual  external  beauty  with  intrinsic  and  critical 
value.  There  are  also  choice  Biblical  manuscripts,  chiefly  of 
the  thirteenth  and  fourteenth  centuries ;  and  some  curious 
scientific  treatises  of  the  thirteenth,  fourteenth,  and  fif- 
teenth centuries.  There  are  also  fine  copies  of  the  works  of 
Italian  poets. 

Only  fifty-one  manuscripts  have  been  added  to  the 
Malatesta  collection.  The  most  important  of  these  were 
given  by  Nicholas  Masini,  towards  the  close  of  the  sixteenth 
century.  Amongst  these  are  many  writings  of  celebrated 
townsmen  of  Cesena.  Some  rare  printed  books — ^most 
of  them,  like  many  of  the  added  MSS.,  possessing 
special  local  interest — ^have  also  accrued.  Only  such  as 
possessed  intrinsic  claims  to  be  added  to  a  collection  so 
peculiar  in  its  character  have  been  admitted. 

Another  group  of  Italian  Town  Libraries — ^giviugexamples 
of  the  public  provision  of  books  in  the  smaller  towns,  and 
of  the  use  which  is  made  of  them — will  suffice  to  illustrate 
this  section  of  the  subject  in  hand. 
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Town  Libbabies  of  Italt.—Numbbb  of  Yolitmbb  (ik  Libba- 

BIES    containing   LESS    THAN    12,000   YOLUMBS) ;    NUMBBB 

OF  OPEN  HOUBS  IN  EACH  WEEK ;  AND  TBABLT  AOOBEOATB 

OF  Readers. 

ExAKPLE  the  Second. 

(From  Returns  published  by  the  ItaUan  Ministrj  of  Instmction 

in  1865.) 

NiJXBBK  or 

N*-«  o,  TOWN.                X^kd" 

Books. 

NUMBKK  OV 

MSS. 

Ofik  Houbs 

in  tACH 

Wbbk. 

Tkaelt 
aookxoatb 
or  Rbadxm. 

Volterra                .    '      11.320 

980               12 

344 

Nicosia 

9,579 

22               30 

6,900 

Vercelli 

9,288 

9 

160 

Note 

8,212 

23               30 

30 

Savona  . 

7,000 

45 

6,000 

Sondrio 

5,000 

i          9 

134 

Osimo   . 

3,112 

•  •  • 

•    •  ■ 

• « * 

Seni^lia 

;        2,882 

•  •  • 

7 

•  •  • 

VizKini  . 

2,496 

■  •  • 

12 

3,520 

Urbania 

2,438 

49                10 

•  •  •                       i 

Oneglia 

2,427 

■  •  •                 ■                •  •  • 

■  •  • 

Nami 

2,200 

... 

6 

95 

Town  Libra-  The  Public  Library  and  the  Public  Museum  of  Volterra 
tem.Nioo«m  was  founded  by  a  distinguished  ecclesiastic,  Mario  Guar- 
^  '  NACCi,  and  apparently  by  successive  gifts  between  the  years 
1774  and  1785.^  Amongstthe  980  MSS.  are  many  valu- 
able  materials  of  local  history.  The  Nicosia  CSollection  was 
formed  by  the  Town  Council  in  1818,  when  the  library  of 
Gregory  Speciale  of  Palermo  was  purchased  as  the 
groundwork.  The  Town  Council  of  Vercelli  made  a  like 
effort  at  a  date  so  recent  as  1860.  Beginning  with  about 
6200  volumes  they  had,  at  the  close  of  1863,  increased 
that  number  to  9288. 


*  Comp.  the  Notice  in  Serapeum,  by  Ndgebaur,  with  StaHsHea  dd 
Regno,  &c.,  p.  cxxii. 
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Besides  the  ^Biblioteca  Comuncde^  Vercelli  has  five  other 
libraries,  of  which  the  most  important  is  the  '  Biblioteca 
Agnesiana^   founded  in    1746    by  the   bequest  of  John 
Baptist    MoRosoNE,   then   Rector  of  the   Church  of  St.  The  Library 
Agnes.     It  now  possesses  about  30,000  printed  volumes  ^[^^~' 
and  40  MSS.,  is  administered  by  a  body  of  trustees  under 
the  provisions  of  the  founder's  will,  and  is  open  to  the 
Public  dimng  twenty-two  hours  in  each  week  of  the  sum- 
mer months  and  during  twelve  hours  in   winter.     The 
yearly  aggregate  of  readers  is  stated  at  2040.     In  1851 
the   Municipality   of  Vercelli   endeavoured   to   bring  the 
government  of  this  library  within  their  own  official  attribu- 
tions, but  Morosone's  trustees  maintained  their  position ; 
and  the  Municipality  presently  founded  the  new  libi-ary 
above  mentioned. 

The  Town  Library  of  Noto  is  also  of  recent  foundation ; 
dating  only  from  1847.  That  of  Savona  was  given  to  the 
town  by  its  Bishop,  Augustine  Marydi  MARi,in  1840,  and 
was  opened  to  the  Public  in  1846.  That  of  Sondrio  is 
another  instance  of  individual  generosity.  It  was  founded 
in  pursuance  of  the  Will  of  Peter  Martyr  Rusconi,  a 
townsman  distinguished  both  in  letters  and  in  painting, 
who  bequeathed  a  valuable  collection  of  books  and  a  liberal 
endowment  fund.  The  bequest  was  made  in  1855,  and 
the  library  was  established  as  a  municipal  institution  in 
1861. 

The  only  other  Town  Library  in  our  little  group  which 
seems  to  require  any  illustrative  remark  is  that  of  Urbania, 
— a  little  town  of  the  province  of  Pesaro  and  Urbino.  The 
history  of  this  small  collection  is  remarkable. 

Duke   Francis   Mary   II   of  Urbino   had   formed   at  Thexoim 

Library  of 

Urbania  (then  known  as  Castel  Durante,)  a  very  choice  urbuii.  (for- 
library,  which  comprised  manuscripts  as  well  as  printed  D^teo 


books,  and  extended — it  is  said — to  14,000  voluraa 
Besides  this  collection,  he  was  the  possessor,  by  inheritance, 
of  the  still  more  splendid  libraiy  which  had  been  gathered 
at  Urbino  by  his  famous  predecessor  Duke  Frederick 
during  the  fifteenth  century.  Francis  was  the  last  of  his 
race,  and  he  determined  that  the  inhabitants  of  Caste! 
Durante,  as  well  as  those  of  Urbino,  should  possess  a 
striking  memorial  of  his  favour  and  generosity.  It  was  his 
hope  and  intention  that  the  memorial  would  be  a  perpetual 
one. 

By  his  last  Will  he  bequeathed  to  the  citizens  of  Urbit 
the  ancient  library  of  their  Dukes,  and  also  all  the  luami-' 
scripts  and  drawings  which  should  be  found,  after  his 
decease,  in  the  library  of  his  palace  at  Castel  Durante, — 
now  Urbania.  All  the  printed  portion  of  the  last-named 
library  he  gave  to  the  inhabitants  of  Castel  Durante.  He 
enjoined  the  perpetual  preservation  of  both  collections,  in 
their  then  abodes  respectively,  for  public  use.  On  the 
Duke's  death  in  1C31,  each  municipality  entered  into  its 
several  legacy,  but  enjoyed  them  during  little  more  than 
twenty-five  years;  when  Pope  Alexander  VII  stripped 
both  Urbino  and  Urbania  of  their  literary  treasures  for  the 
aggrandizement  of  Rome, — or,  in  his  own  words,  "  for  the 
increase  of  the  splendour  of  ihe  Papal  See,  and  the  benefit 
of  Christendom." 

The  Pope  began  with  Urbino.  At  first  he  met  with 
much  resistance,  but  he  gradually  overcame  it  by  holding 
before  the  more  mercenary  portion  of  the  inhabitants  both 
gifts  of  money  and  exemption  from  certain  papal  taxes. 
Others  were  won  over  by  promises  to  establish  schools  at 
the  papal  charge.  That  the  pill  might  he  the  better  gilded 
a  promise  was  also  held  out  of  a  compensation  more  direct. 
The  inhabitants  of  Urbania  were  to  be  forced, — or  in  somw 
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way  induced, — to  yield  to  those  of  Urbino   the   library 
which  Duke  Francis  had  bequeathed  to  their  municipality. 

The  papal  promise  was  faithfully  kept,  in  that  part  of 
it  which  concerned  the  Urbanians.  It  was  broken  in  that 
which  concerned  the  men  of  Urbino.  Both  libraries  were 
carried  off  in  bulk  to  Rome.  Two  hundred  and  thirty 
printed  books  were  left  behind  at  Urbino ;  about  three 
hundred  volumes — on  theological  subjects — were  left  at 
Urbania.  The  magnificent  MSS.  of  Duke  rREDERiCK  are 
amongst  the  chief  ornaments  of  the  Vatican.  The  choice 
printed  books  of  Duke  Francis  adorn  the  Library  of  the 
*  Sapienza.' 

The  first  bishop  of  Urbania,  Onorati  Onorati,  did 
what  he  could  to  improve  the  poor  remnant  left  with  the 
municipality,  by  bequeathing  to  them  his  private  library, 
and  his  liberal  example  was  followed  by  Count  Bernard 
Ubaldini  ;  who  gave  not  alone  his  books  but  some  valuable 
artistic  collections,  and  also  an  endowment  fund  for  future 
purchases. 

Among  the  Italian  cities  and  towns  which  have  taken  a 
leading  part  in  the  establishment  of  Lending  Libraries  dis- 
tinctively 'Popular'  {Biblioteche  Circolanti  Pojpolari,)  are  popuur 
to  be  found  Florence,  Milan,  and  Venice;  but  the  merit  of  J;^^iof 
first  moving  in  this  particular  channel  of  educational  effort  ^''^^ 
belongs  to  the  small  town  of  Prato,  near  Florence.     It  was 
the  Advocate  Anthony  Bruni,  of  that  town,  who  com- 
menced  the   movement.     As  yet  little  more  than  seven 
years  have  passed  since  the  first  step  was  taken,  but  the 
measure  of  success  already  attained  is  considerable. 

Towards  the  close  of  1861,  Bruni, — who,  at  that  time 
was  still  a  student  in  the  University  of  Pisa, — with  the  aid 
of  eight  friends  who  associated  themselves  in  his   effort, 
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established  the  Frato  Lending  Library.     It  began  on  a 
very  small  scale,  but  with  books  well  selected  for  its  pur- 
pose.    In  1867  the  books  had  increased  to  nearly  2000 
volumes,  and  the    aggregate    issues  to  more  than  6000. 
The  composition  of  the  library,  as  it  stood  In  1865 — when 
the  number  of  volumes  was  between    1600  and   1700— 
may  be  shown  as  follows.     For  the  sake  of  comparison,  I 
bllow  (as  nearly  as  is  practicable)  the  classification  ordina- 
rily adopted  in  our  own  Free  Libraries. 

Populir 

PtBta" 

CUlBH.                                                                                                                                                                          VoIllBM. 

I.  Theology  and  PUJloaophy        .        ...        .                .50 

n.  History             489 

III.  Law,  Politioa,  Social  Economy,  and  Commerce               .     350 

IV,  Sciences  and  Arts 97 

V.  Literature  and  Polygmpiiy:— 

Poetry  and  the  Drama 179 

Novels  and  Tales            290 

Educational  Worka 115 

MisceUanicH  and  Periodical  Works         .        .    103 

687 

Total  mimher  of  Volumes        ....     1,673 

L 

The  Belection  of  books  is  entrusted  to  the  President,  or 
chairman,  and  to  the  Tiibi-arian,  jointly.     The  object  of  the 
association  is  defined  to  be  the  promotion  of  the  reading  of 
the  most  useful  and  attractive  publications  of  the  Italian 
press,    "  with    the   exclusion    of  all    works    which    either 
mpugn  the  doctrines  of  the  religion  of  the  State,  or  arc 
contrary  to  good  manners."     It  does  not  appear  that  in 
taly  any  diflicidty  has  arisen  on  this  last-named  point,  in 
connection  with  the  Popular  Libraries,  such  as  in  France 
gave  oct^ion  to  the  recent,  and  very  infelicitous,  discussion 
H  the  Senate. 

Between  ISGl  and  1867,  thirty  other  cities,  towns,  awj 
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villages,  within  the.  Italian  kingdom,  had  followed  the 
example.  The  diversified  social  circumstances  of  these 
thirty  places  are  such  as  to  have  brought  the  novel  experi* 
ment  under  almost  every  kind  of  test.  The  degree  of 
success  which  has  been  attained  is  of  course  various.  But 
everywhere  the  new  institutions  seem  to  have  been  attended 
with  more  or  less  of  encouraging  result.  And  they  are 
spreading  over  all  parts  of  Italy. 

Besides  the  great  cities  above  mentioned,  the  list  of  the 
places  in  which  the  example  set  at  Prato  has  already  been 
successfully  imitated  is  as  follows : — ^Ardenza  (near  Leghorn),  jf,,„^ , 
Bergamo,  Bologna,  Caltanisetta,  Casal  Pusterlengo,  Catan-  ^T^^. 
zaro,   Chiaravalle,   Codogno,    Cremona,   Foggia,  Godone,  ««Mir«a 
Intra,  Lecco,   Lodi,   Medezzano   (near  Parma),  Palermo,  areoiMie 
Parma,  Polesella,  Salo,  Sciolze,  Valla  di  Lucania,  Vercelli,  rf,-  p,^, 
Viadiana,  Vicenza,  and  Voghera.     The  example  has  spread  ^^^^' 
even  to  the  Italian  colony  established  at  Buenos  Ayres. 

Hitherto  all,  or  nearly  all,  of  these  Italian  Popular 
Libraries  have  been  founded  on  the  principle  of  taking  a 
very  small  payment  from  the  borrowers.  Their  main 
funds  have  been  derived  from  the  contributions  of  the 
founders ;  aided^  in  some  cases,  by  small-  municipal  con- 
tributions, and  occasionally  by  grants  from  the  Ministry  of 
Public  Instruction.  But  the  most  zealous  of  the  promoters 
avow,  as  their  ultimate  aim,  the  establishment  of  absolutely 
'  Free  Lending  Libraries,'  as  a  public  provision  for  a  public 
necessity. 


§  3.  Belgium. 

Most  of  the  Belgian  towns  have  a  Free  Town  Library, 
the  main  support  of  which  is  derived  from  the  municipal 
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Extent  and 
iLTtTHgt  An- 
nual Increase 
of  the  Bel- 
gioni  Town 
Libraries. 


funds.  That  of  Antwerp  is  the  most  ancient,  having  been 
founded  about  the  year  1476.  That  of  Toumay  dates  from 
1637.  That  of  Ghent,  which  is  incorporated  with  the 
Library  of  the  University,  was  founded  in  1794.  Namur 
formed  its  Town  Library  in  1797;  Bruges  in  1798.  All 
the  other  Town  Libraries  of  Belgium  appear  to  have  been 
established  during  the  present  century. 

At  the  date  of  the  official  returns  furnished  by  the  Belgian 
Government  to  the  British  Foreign  Office  (1850),  eleven  of 
these  Town  Libraries  contained  an  aggregate  of  169,507 
volumes,  and,  taking  one  year  with  another,  were  receiving 
a  total  annual  increment  of  2309  volumes.  On  this  basis 
— and  supposing  the  then  average  rate  of  increase  to  have 
been  maintained — ^the  estimated  contents  of  these  eleven 
libraries  may  be  taken  to  amount,  in  1869,  to  about 
210,000  volumes.     The  details  are  as  follows : — 


Fbbe  Town  Libbasies  of  Beloium; 

Number  of  Yolumes  in  1850;  Avekaob  Annual  Incbbabb; 

Estimated  number  of  Volumes  in  1869. 

Official  Bk- 

Atxkaos  Num- 

ESTIMATKD 

"N  A  ^f  w    r%w  T/\iw 

TURW  OF  Num- 

BXB OF  VOLUXU 

NvxBBx  or 

I^AME    VIF     Atlwn. 

ber  OF  VoLVMXs 

Anhuallt 

Volumes 

ur  1850. 

ADDED. 

I1V1889. 

Ghent        .... 

69,650 

650 

71,350 

Toumay    . 

•                i 

26.230 

•  200 

29,830 

Antwerp   . 

1                • 

19,148 

450 

27,248 

Namur 

17,000 

110 

18,980 

Mons 

15,000 

200 

18,600 

Bruges 

10,500 

200 

14.100 

Ypres 

9,250 

110 

11,230 

Oudenarde 

4,229 

100 

6,029 

Arlon 

3,000 

150 

5.700 

Ath 

3.000 

40 

3,720 

Mechlin 

2,500 

90 

4.120 

All  these  Town  Libraries,  with  the  single  exception  of 
that   of  Antwerp,  are, — under  due  regulation, — available 
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as  Free  Lending  Libraries.  The  majority  of  them  appear 
to  be  far  more  extensively  used  as  Lending  CoUeetions 
than  as  Consulting  Collections.  Usually,  and  according  to 
the  letter  of  the  law,  the  formal  authorisatiou  of  a  Town 
Magistrate  is  the  condition  upon  which  a  borrower  is  first 
admitted  to  the  loau  of  books.  But  in  most  cases,  the 
librarian  is  practically  entrusted  with  a  discretionary 
power. 

At  Ghent,  on  the  average  of  four  years'  returns,  the  ' 
annual  number  of  volumes  lent  has  been  about  4080,  i 
"  The  resultiaig  inconveniences,"  says  the  Librarian,  "  are  [ 
insignificant  in  comparison  with  the  advantages  which  the  ' 
practice  affords  to  studious  persons.  Out  of  16,000 
volumes  lent,  only  about  twenty  volumes  have  been  injured 
or  lost,  and  these  have  been  replaced  by  the  borrowers." 

At  Bruges,  between  500  and  600  volumes  have,  on  the 
average,  been  lent  annually.  "The  pi-actice,"  says  the 
Librarian,  "  has  not  worked  injuriously.  During  nineteen 
years  only  one  volume  has  been  lost,  and  another  volume 
injured. 

Again,  at  Ypres,  about  1300  volumes  have  been  annually 
lent,  and  the  practice  is  reported  to  have  been  unattended 
with  other  loss  or  inconvenience  than  that  of  the  ordinary 
wear  inseparable  from  free  circulation.  lu  this  town  the 
more  valuable  books  are  lent  only  under  strict  rules.  But 
common  books,  and  such  as  can  easily  be  replaced,  are  lent 
very  freely.  By  dividing  their  library  into  two  distinct 
sections  the  municipaUty  have  made  it  subserve  the  double 
purpose  of  a  library  of  research  for  students,  and  of  n 
popular  library  for  very  general  use. 

The  only  exception,  as  regards  the  Belgian  Town  Libra- 
ries, to  the  general  tenor  of  the  evidence  in  favour  of  tlie 
free  circulation  of  the  books,  occurs  at  Touruay.    There,  on 
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an  average  of  ten  years,  the  aggregate  number  of  volumes 
lent  had  been  only  a  hundred  and  fifty  a  year.  But  the  official 
statement  is  as  follows : — ''  The  practice  of  lending  has 
serious  inconveniences.  It  is  occasionally  impossible  for 
readers  to  obtain  the  work  which  they  wish  to  consult 
vdthin^the  library.  The  books  are  unduly  detained.  Some- 
times the  books  are  injured  or  lost.  The  privilege  of 
borrowing  ought  to  be  kept  within  narrow  limits.  It 
ought  to  be  accorded  to  those  persons  only  who  cannot  use 
the  books  within  the  walls  of  the  library."  In  all  cases, 
other  than  that  of  Tournay,  the  practice  of  lending  is 
spoken  of  in  the  official  reports  with  strong  approval. 

SrJ^an  ^"  ™^^*  ^^  *^®  Belgian  libraries  the  reading  rooms  are 
««^°8  open  either  on  four  or  on  five  days  in  each  week,  and, 
usually,  for  about  five  hours  in  the  day.  At  Toumay,  at 
Oudenarde,  and  at  Arbn,  Sunday  is  one  of  the  open  days. 
On  this  point  the  Librarian  at  Mons  reports  as  follows  : — 
"  For  the  benefit  of  the  working  classes,  the  Town  Library 
was  opened  on  Sundays,  between  the  hours  of  ten  o'clock 
and  one,  but,  after  an  experiment  which  lasted  during  two 
years,  so  little  advantage  was  found  to  have  been  derived, 
that  the  practice  was  discontinued." 


BOOK   THE   THIRD. 
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Ghaptes  I.  Iktbodtjgtory. 

II.  HiSTOBT    OF    THE    FBEB    GiTY    LiBBABY    OF     BO8TON, 

1848—1869. 
III.  Town  ajtd  Distbigt  Libbabies  in  MASSACHUSETTSy 

ESTABLISHED  UNDEB  LeOISLATIYE  AcTS. 

lY.  The  Astob  Public  Libbaby  of  the  Gity  of  New 

YOBK,  AND   its   FoUNDEB. 

Y.  Town  and  Distbigt  Libbabies  in   otheb  Pabts  of 
THE  United  States. 

YI.  Fbee  Libbabies  of  Bbitish  Amebica. 


CHAPITER  I. 

INTRODUCTORY. 

Foundationy  in  1700,  of  the  first  Tovm  Library  cf  (he  American  CoUmies, 
and  its  eventual  conversion  into  a  Proprietary  Library, — The  Loganian 
Library  at  Philadelphia. — The  CoUegude  and  School  Libraries  of, the 
United  States. — Use  of  many  of  the  School  Collections  as  Township 
and  Parish  Libraries. — The  State  Libraries  at  the  seats  of  Chvemment 
and  their  Free  Accessibility  as  Consulting  Collections. — Return,  in 
recent  years,  to  the  action  of  Municipalities  for  the  maintenance  of 
Free  Town  Libraries, 

The  first  Free  Town  Library  formed  upon  the  terri- 
tory which  is  now  comprised  within  the  United  States  of 
America  was  founded  at  New  York,  at  the  beginning  of 
the  eighteenth  century.  The  founder  was  the  Rev.  John 
Sharp,  who,  for  some  years,  had  been  chaplain  to  Richard, 
Earl  of  Bellamont,  Governor  of  the  then  Province  of  New 
York.     Mr.  Sharp  bequeathed  his  books  as  the  foundation  ^^"^'^ 

,  .  bcquett,  in 

of  a  Public  Library  for  the  city,  and  for  maintenance  as  a  1700,  to  the 

•    •       !•       j»j     «•  City  01  New 

municipal  institution.  yoa. 

The  first  recorded  addition  to  Sharp's  bequest  came  to 
New  York  as  the  gift  of  the  British  Society  for  the  Propa- 
gation of  the  Gospel  in  Foreign  Parts,  about  thirty  years 
after  the  date  of  that  bequest.  This  also  was  the  library  of 
an  Enghsh  clergyman — Dr.  Millington,  Rector  of  New- 
ington,  in  the  county  of  Surrey.  The  collector  had  given 
it  to  the  Society  by  his  last  Will,  in  order  that  the  govern- 
ing body  might  make  such  a  disposal  of  the  library  as 
should    seem   to    them    most    productive   of   public  ad- 
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vantage.  The  society  gave  it  to  the  Municipal  Corporation 
of  New  York,  "  for  the  use  of  the  clergy  and  gentlemen  of 
that  City,  and  of  the  neighbouring  Province." 

It  happened,  however,  that  within  a  very  few  years  of 
this  second  gift,  the  Library  which  had  thus  been  aug- 
mented fell  into  a  state  of  neglect.  In  their  estimate  of 
the  importance  of  public  appliances  for  intellectual  culture 
the  founders  of  the  New  York  City  Library  were,  at  that 
time,  far  in  advance  of  those  whom  they  desired  to  benefit, 
and  for  a  period  of  almost  a  quarter  of  a  century  the  gift 
was  tittle  appreciated  or  turned  to  profit. 

In  1754  public  opinion  was  aroused,  in  some  degree,  to 
the  importance  of  the  subject.  In  all  probability  the  atten- 
tion of  the  people  of  New  York  had  been  attracted  by  some 
account  of  the  exertions  of  certain  townsmen  of  Philadelphia 
for  the  creation  of  a  Public  Library,  and  they  began  to  be  a 
little  ashamed  of  the  consciousness  that  for  some  fifty  years 
they  had  possessed  a  good  foundation  in  that  kind,  and  had 
done  almost  nothing  in  the  way  of  building  upon  it.  Some 
influential  citizens  now  combined  together  for  the  improve- 
ment of  their  neglected  library ;  purchased  about  seven 
hundred  volumes  of  well-chosen  books  for  addition  to  the 
older  ones ;  and  improved  the  regulations  for  their  care 
and  preservation.  But  the  improvement  by  no  means  ex- 
tended in  the  direction  of  increased  and  effectual  publicity. 
The  prevalent  idea  was  that  a  money  subscription  should 
be  the  condition  precedent  of  access.  That  a  city  or  town, 
as  such,  should  possess  and  maintain  a  library,  accessible 
to  every  citizen  or  townsman  as  of  right,  was  still  only  the 
idea  of  a  solitary  thinker  here  and  there.  Several  genera- 
tions were  to  pass  before  it  gained  any  hold  on  thi 
mind. 

But  the  formal  constitution  of  the  original  Town  Libn 
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of  New  York — and  of  all  America — was  not  changed  imme-  convenuoo 
diately,  or  as  a  direct  consequence  of  the  public  subscrip-  uhnrj  i^ 
tion  which  was  raised  in  1754.  Probably,  it  became  in  J.,^^***^ 
practice  confined,  or  nearly  confined,  to  the  use  of  sub- 
scribers to  the  fund.  But  it  was  not  until  1772  that  the 
institution  of  1700  was  avowedly  converted  into  a  mere 
*  Proprietary  Library.'  In  that  year  it  was  formally  incor- 
porated as  'The  Society  Library  of  New  York.'  Then 
quickly  followed  the  many  injuries  and  losses,  some  of 
which  were  the  inevitable  accompaniments  of  the  War  of 
Independence,  whilst  others  were  but  the  consequence  of  a 
disgraceful  want  of  discipline  in  part  of  those  British  troops 
by  which  New  York  was  garrisoned.  When  the  British 
occupation  had  ceased  it  was  affirmed,  by  an  eye-witness  of 
the  occurrences  of  the  war,  that  "  the  British  soldiers  were 
in  the  habit  of  carrying  away  the  books  of  the  New  York 
Library  in  their  knapsacks,  and  then  of  bartering  them  for 
grog." 

Considerable  portions  of  the  old  library,  however,  re- 
mained. Some  valuable  books,  it  afterwards  appeared,  had 
been  timelily  removed  out  of  the  way  of  harm.  The 
remnants  were  gathered  together,  and  the  library  was  re- 
organized, in  the  year  1788.  During  the  present  century 
it  has  greatly  prospered,  and — as  a  Proprietary  Library — 
it  ranks,  under  the  able  management  of  the  present  Libra- 
rian, Mr.  MacMullen,  with  the  best  of  its  class.  Visitors 
may,  I  believe,  still  see,  and  use,  books  which  were  given 
to  the  City,  at  large,  by  Sharp  in  1700 ;  as  well  as  others 
which  formed  part  of  the  Millington  bequest  of  1729. 

The  Second  Free  Town  Library,  in  order  of  date,  which 
was  founded  within  the  United  States,  was  the  work  of  James 
liOGAN,  the  friend  and  confidential  adviser  of  William  Penn, 
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nnd,  for  some  years.  President  of  the  Council  of  the  Province 
of  Pennsylvania.  Tliis  foundation  belongs  to  the  first  half 
of  the  eighteenth  century,  and  to  the  City  of  Philadelphia. 
Its  union — as  fnr  as  respects  location — with  the  more 
famous  Proprietary  Library  established  mainly  tiy  the 
exertions  of  Franklin,  has  led  to  its  being  usually  spoken 
of  as  a  mere  offshoot  from  the  stock  of  the  'Library  Coiu- 
'  pany'  of  Philadelphia.  But  the  '  Loganian  Library'  was, 
and  is,  an  independent  institution.  It  belongs  to  the 
citizens,  at  large.  In  its  inception  and  plan,  it  is  probably 
of  an  earlier  date  than  the  first  begiimings  of  the  Librorv 
of  the  Philadelphia  Company,  as  well  as  of  a  wider  sco|)e ; 
although  accidents  long  delayed  the  realization  of  the 
founder's  project. 

Of  the  history  of  this  Loganian  Library  the  reader  will 
find  some  notice  in  Chapter  V. 


The  small  measure  of  success  which  attended  upon  either 
of  these  efforts  to  establish  Town  Libraries, — as  collections 
distinctively  and  essentially  Public, — makes  it  the  less  sur- 
prising that  they  incited  little  emulation  in  other  parts  of 
the  American  colonies.  '  Society  Libraries,'  on  the  other 
hand,  sprang  up  rapidly.  "  Our  Library  Company  nt 
Philadelphia,"  says  Franklin,  in  his  Aulohiography,  "  was 
the  mother  of  ail  the  North  American  Subscription  Libraries 
now  so  numerous.  ....  These  libraries  have  improved 
the  general  conversation  of  the  Americans ;  have  made  the 
conmion  tradesmen  and  farmers  as  intelligent  as  most 
gentlemen  in  other  countries  ;  and,  perhaps,  have  contri- 
buted in  some  degree  to  the  stand  so  generally  made 
throughout  the  Colonies  in  defence  of  their  privileges." 
Associative  Libraries  of  this  class  have  continued  to  prosper 
eminently  in  the  chief  cities  and  towns  of  America,  upt 
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the  present  time.  In  many  places  they  rank  among  the 
most  prominent  and  most  thriving  of  the  local  institutions. 
Some  of  them  have  received  large  benefactions,  both  by  gift 
and  by  bequest. 

For  almost  a  century  onwards,  the  public  spirit  and 
public  foresight  of  those  among  American  benefactors  and 
educationists  who  sought  to  discharge  at  once  part  of  their 
debt  to  their  forerunners,  and  of  their  duty  to  posterity,  by 
storing  up  an  ample  provision  of  the  mute  teachers  of 
knowledge — for  service  in  the  time  to  come,  as  well  as  in 
the  day  that  was  passing — had  for  their  other  main  chan- 
nels the  erection  of  State  Libraries,  of  Collegiate  Libraries, 
and  of  School  Libraries.  The  erection  of  Town  Libraries, 
as  a  thing  of  public  and  general  concern,  was  to  be  the 
task  of  the  future. 

It  was  estimated — about  the  year  1850 — that  there  were, 
within  the  United  States,  a  hundred  and  forty-nine  Colle- 
giate Libraries,  containing  in  the  aggregate  1,083,954 
volumes.  Eleven  years  later — namely,  in  1861 — returns 
which  extended  to  one  hundred  and  seventeen  only  (out  of 
the  one  hundred  and  forty-nine)  assigned  to  that  portion  of 
the  Collegiate  Libraries  an  aggregate  of  1,222,148  volumes. 
Many  of  these  libraries  had  been  originally  gathered  by  Thecoue- 
combined  efforts  of  a  very  varied  kind.  British  statesmen,  ^,**onJ"' 
clergymen  living  in  rural  parsonages  scattered  throughout 
many  parts  of  the  United  Kingdom,  merchants  of  London 
and  of  Liverpool,  took  part  in  the  establishing  and  the  well- 
furnishing  of  libraries,  for  the  American  Colleges ;  and 
sometimes  a  part  hardly  less  zealous  than  that  taken  by  the 
governing  bodies,  and  the  student  societies,  of  the  Colleges 
themselves.  The  dry  details  of  the  '  Donation  Books'  of 
Jiot  a  few  of  these  institutions  are  pleasantly  enlivened  by 
records  of  numerous  sifts  from  the  mother  countrv  to  her 
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offspring  oversea.  This  recognition  of  a  true  communil 
of  interest  in  intellectual  matters,  na  well  as  in  matters  of  a 
more  worldly  sort,  was  not  broken  off  by  tbe  Revolution  of 
1776.  Few  Englishmen  are  now  ignorant  of  the  fact  that 
the  American  colleges  have,  in  later  years,  made  ninny 
noble,  though  an  indirect,  return.  Many  a  man  wl 
derived  part  of  his  most  productive  culture  from  tbe  silent 
teachers  in  the  College  Libraries,  which  friends  in  Britain 
helped  liberally  to  furnish,  has  sent  back  to  Britain  im- 
perishable books  to  adorn  her  own  collections,  and  to 
counted  with  their  best. 

School  Libraries  usually  partake  more  of  the  character 
of  temporary  apparatus  for  the  daily  work,  than  of  that  of 
collections  which,  for  their  contents  or  their  permanence, 
can  be  ranked  as  *  Libraries,'  in  the  usvial  acceptation  of 
the  word.  Not  a  few,  however,  of  the  School  Libraries  of 
the  United  States  have  a  higher  importance  than  that  which 
their  designation  ordinarily  conveys. 

We  have  seen  that  in  France  many  of  the  Lihrariea  of 
the  Primary  Schools  serve  in  the  capacity,  and  do  part  oCj 
the  work,  of  Communal  or  Parish  Libraries.  They  supplj 
books  for  household  reading.  In  France  this  is  the 
of  very  recent  legislation.  In  America  a  like  useful  pur- 
pose— extending  beyond  the  apparent  range  of  the  institu- 
tion— has  been  subserved  by  many  of  the  School  Libraries, 
for  a  considerable  period  of  time.  In  no  country  in 
world — so  far,  at  least,  as  extant  information  is  availabh 
are  the  School  Libraries  so  numerous,  relatively  to  the'^ 
population,  or  so  well  furnished,  as  are  those  of  the  United 
States.  This  fact  has  its  obvious,  although  limited,  bear- 
ing on  tlie  comparative  fewness  of  the  Town 
Libraries,  expressly  so  called. 

Jn  the  State  of  New  York,  tlie  provision  of  F; 
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Libraries  in  connection  with  the  School-Districts  has 
been  carried  out  very  extensively  and  systematically.  A  ^ 
law  for  an  annual  appropriation  from  the  State  funds  to  l 
this  purpose  was  passed  in  1838.  Within  ten  years  of  that 
date  about  1,400,000  volumes  had  been  placed  in  the  Dis- 
trict Libraries.  In  ISGS  the  number  had  been  increased 
almost  threefold.  Of  the  principles  which  have  governed 
the  choice  of  books  the  Board  of  Education  speak  thus ; — 
"  Sulcctions  for  the  District  Liliraries  are  made  from  the 
whole  range  of  literature  and  science,  with  the  exception  of 

controversial  books,  political   or  religious These 

ijibrariea  are  intended  not  so  much  for  the  benefit  of  children 
Attending  school,  as  for  those  who  have  completed  their 
Common  School  Education.  Its  main  design  was  to  throw 
into  the  School-Districts,  and  to  place  witkhi  the  reach  of 
all  the  inkabilandi,  a  collection  of  good  works  on  subjects 
calculated  to  eularge  their  understandings,  and  to  store 
their  minds  with  useful  knowledge." 

As  the  wants  of  many  small  towns  and  villages  are,  in 
some  measure,  met  by  the  better  class  of  School  Libraries, 
80  are  the  wants  of  several  large  towns  and  cities  met,  or 
partially  met,  by  those  'State  Libraries'  which  were,  in 
the  outset,  established,  at  the  various  seats  of  the  State 
governments,  for  the  special  use  of  the  Legislative  Bodies. 
For,  in  practice,  and  (as  respects  some  of  them)  by  slow  b 
degrees,  these  State  Libraries  have  become,  in  addition  to  " 
their  primary  use,  Free  Town  Libraries;  not,  indeed,  as  ^ 
Lending  Collections  but  as  Consulting  Collections.     For 
use  within  the  walls,  almost  every  State  Library  is  now 
fully  accessible  to  every  citizen. 

New  Hampshire  took  the  lead  in  the  establishment  of  a 

State  Library.    The  first  legislative  grant  for  the  object  was 

^made  whilflt  the  State  was  still  a  colony,  although  on  the 
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eve  of  independence.  More  than  forty  years  passed  before 
the  example  set  at  Concord,  by  the  State  of  New  Hamp- 
shire, was  imitated.  In  or  about  the  year  1813,  Pennsyl- 
vania established  its  State  Library  at  Harrisburg.  In  1816, 
or  in  1817,  Ohio  followed  by  establishing  a  State  Library 
in  its  chief  city,  Columbus.  In  1818  that  of  New  York 
was  established  at  Albany.  This  has  become  the  most 
important  of  all  the  American  Libraries  of  its  class.  It 
ranks  also  amongst  the  most  liberally  administered  libraries 
of  that  or  of  any  other  class. 

Between  the  years  1818  and  1845   little   more  than 
10,000  volumes  had  been  placed  in  the  State  Library  at 

Thu  State 

Libwryof  Albany.  Intrinsically,  the  collection  was  already  one  of 
atTib^ny.  cousiderablc  value,  but  the  Legislature  was  of  opinion  that 
its  importance  would  have  been  greater  had  not  its  ad- 
ministration and  improvement  been  left  too  exclusively  to 
the  care  of  functionaries  who,  of  necessity,  were  almost 
engrossed  by  occupations  in  which  literature  had  little 
concern.  In  the  Board  of  '  Regents  of  the  University  of 
New  York/  a  body  better  fitted  for  such  a  task  was  seen 
to  exist,  and  the  members  of  that  Board  were  invited  to  act 
as  Trustees  of  the  State  Library.  The  invitation  was 
accepted. 

Under  the  rule  of  the  new  Trustees,  the  Library  rapidly 
improved.  Within  ten  years  of  their  appointment  the 
number  of  volumes  had  been  quadrupled,  and  the  increase 
in  value  had  more  than  kept  pace  with  the  increase  of 
numbers.  The  acquisitions  had  been  systematic.  The 
chief  aim  of  the  Trustees  had  been  to  gather  the  best  pos- 
sible collection  of  books  upon  the  history,  the  polity,  the 
laws,  and  the  aflFairs,  in  every  kind,  of  America.  In  the 
year  1857  the  10,000  volimies  of  1845  had  grown  to 
nearly  50,000;  now, — in    1809, — they  are  estimated  to 
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exceed  70,000.  The  reading-room  is  freely  accessible  to 
every  citizen  during  twelve  hours  daily,  and  on  every  day 
of  the  year,  Sundays  and  State  holidays  alone  excepted. 
Naturally  their  liberality  of  growth  and  of  management 
has  had  its  eflFect  on  many  of  the  other  State  Libraries. 
But,  as  yet.  New  York  remains,  in  this  point,  considerably 
in  advance  of  all  her  fellow  States. 

In  the  course  of  the  rapidly  increasing  attention  be- 
stowed, throughout  almost  all  parts  of  America,  upon 
Public  Libraries  as  powerful  and  indispensable  instruments 
of  civilization  it  could  hardly  fail  but  that  such  attention 
should  fasten  itself  at  length — sooner  or  later — upon  the 
municipal  action  of  incorporated  towns,  as  oflFering  the 
best  of  all  machinery  for  making  Free  Libraries  thoroughly 
progressive  and  truly  permanent.  This  point  of  view  came 
eventually  into  clearness  and  prominence,  but  only  by  very 
slow  degrees.  Boston  was  the  first  American  city  in  which 
practical  eflFort  of  the  kind  was  carried  out  effectively.  It 
was  a  return,  in  the  middle  of  the  nineteenth  century,  to  a 
principle  the  value  of  which  had  been  recognised  by  a 
solitary  thinker  or  two,  at  the  close  of  the  seventeenth. 
But,  as  we  shall  presently  see,  the  return  was  made  under 
greatly  improved  conditions. 


CHAPTER  II. 

HISTORY  OF  THE  FREE  CITY  LIBRARY  OF  BOSTON. 

Municipal  Proceedings  in  1847-49.  Mr,  Edward  EveretVs  Gifl  of  1849. 
—The  Report  ow  the  proposed  Free  City  Library  of  July  1852 — Oifi 
of  Mr,  Joshua  Bates, — Proposed  Union  of  the  Boston  Athevueum  with 
the  City  Library,  and  its  failure.  Erection  and  Cost  of  the  new 
Building, — The  Second  Oift  of  Mr.  Bates. — G^  of  the  BowdUeh  and 
Parker  Collections. — And  tJiat  of  the  *  Prince  Library*  at  the  Old  South 
Church. — Statistics  of  the  Formation  and  Working  of  the  Library. — 
Its  Regidations  and  their  results. — The  Regulaiion  as  to  the  Provision 
of  Boohs  required  by  readers,  but  7wt  yet  added  to  the  Library. — DeduC" 
t  ions  from  the  esi^erience  of  the  Boston  Library. 

The  first  foundation  of  the  noble  municipal  library  which 
now  adorns  the  City  of  Boston  may  be  traced  to  the  year 
1S47,  as  the  date  of  its  virtual  commencement,  although 
for  more  than  three  years  after  that  date  the  initiatory  steps 
were  not  very  actively  or  successfully  followed  up. 

On  the  fourteenth  of  October  in  that  year,  the  then  Mayor 

of  the   city,  Josiah    Quincy — the  second  bearer  of  that 

Tiie  Message  houourcd  uamc — sent  a  message  to  the  City  Council  on 

of  the  Mayor  ,       .  .  .  ,  .  '  n  r>f 

of  Boston  in  thc  dcsirabiUty  and  the  growing  public  need  of  a  City 
Library.  He  told  the  Council  that  "  a  Citizen  has  oflfered 
to  give  to  the  City  five  thousand  dollars  (£1000),  for  the 
purpose  of  making  a  commencement,  on  condition  (1) 
that  a  further  sum  of  ten  thousand  dollars  should  be  raised 
by  a  public  subscription,  and  (2)  that  the  library,  when 
formed,  should  be  open  to  the  Public  in  as  free  a  manner 
as  may  be  consistent  with  the  safety  of  the  property/'    The 
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Mayor  (lid  not,  in  this  communication  to  the  Council,  name 
ihe  intended  donor  of  tlie  thousand  pounds  sterling;  the 
proffered  gift  being  his  own. 

By  the  CouncU  the  message  was  referred  to  a  Committee, 
upon  whose  report  it  was  afterwards  resolved:  (1)  "Timt 
the  City  of  Boston  will  accept  any  donation,  from  citizens 
or  others,  for  the  purpose  of  commencing  a  Public  City 
Library."  (2)  "  That  whenever  the  library  shiUl  he  of  the 
value  of  thirty  thousand  dollars  (SGOOO)  it  will  be  expe- 
dient for  the  City  to  provide  a  suitable  place  and  arrange- 
ments to  cnablu  it  to  be  used  by  the  Citizens  with  as  great 
a  degree  of  freedom  as  the  security  of  the  property  will 
permit."  An  Aet  of  the  Legislature  of  Massachusetts  was 
soon  afterwards  passed,  by  which  the  City  of  Boston  was 
empowered  "  to  establish  and  maintain  a  Public  Library, 
for  the  use  of  its  inhabitants."  But  no  effectual  proceed- 
ings were  then  taken,  under  this  new  legislation. 

Towards  the  close  of  1S49  one  important  step  towards 
the  realization  of  the  project  of  1847  was  made  by  an 
eminent  statesman  of  Massachusetts,  Mr.  Edward  Everett,  ^ 
who  gave  to  the  City  a  collection  of  about  one  thousand 
bound  volumes,  couiprisiug  the  most  important  American 
State  Papers  and  public  documents  issued  from  the  founda- 
tion of  the  Federal  Government  to  the  year  LSJO,  The 
example  met  with  several  imitators.  And  in  the  course  of 
the  following  year,  the  first  money  contribution  towards  the 
erection  of  a  library  was  given  by  the  then  Mayor  of 
Boston,  Mr.  John  Bioelow.  The  amount  of  this  gift  was 
£200.  By  the  heginniiif;  of  1S53,  about  four  thousand 
volumes  had  been  accumulated.  They  included  a  vnluahic 
series  of  French  books  which  had  been  presented  hy  the 
Municipality  of  Paris  to  that  of  Boston — through  the 
agency  of  M,   Alexaudi-e  Vatte-uakk,  and  with  a  view  to 
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the  establishment  of  a  systematic  interchange  of  [)ubli| 
documents  between  France  and  America — several  year«' 
earlier. 

This  groundwork  of  a  City  Library  was  now  vested  in 
a  Board  of  Trustees,  and  a  libraiian  was  chosen.  In  July 
1852  the  Trustees  made  a  report  to  the  City  Council,  of 
which  the  following  is  an  extract :  "  If  it  were  probable 
that  the  Council  would  deem  it  expedient  at  once  to  make 
a  large  appropriation  for  the  erection  of  a  building  and  the 
purchase  of  an  ample  library,  and  that  the  citizens  at  large 
would  npprove  of  such  au  expenditure,  the  Trustees  would 
of  course  feel  great  satisfaction  in  the  prompt  achievement 
of  an  object  of  such  high  public  utility.  But  in  the  present 
state  of  the  finances  of  the  City,  and  in  reference  to  an 
object  on  which  the  public  mind  is  not  yet  enlightened  by 
experience,  the  Trustees  regard  any  such  appropriation  and 
expenditure  as  entirely  out  of  the  question.  They  look, 
therefore,  only  to  the  continuance  of  such  moderate  and 
frugal  expenditure,  on  the  part  of  the  City,  as  has  been 
already  authorized  and  commenced  for  the  purchase  of 
books  and  the  compensation  of  the  Librarian  ;  and  for  the 
assignment  of  a  room  or  rooms  in  some  one  of  the  public 
buildings  belonging  to  the  City  for  the  reception  of  the 
books  already  on  hand,  or  which  the  Trustees  have  the 
means  of  procuring.  With  aid  to  this  extent  on  the  part, 
of  the  City,  the  Trustees  believe  that  all  else  maybe  left 
the  public  spirit  and  liberality  of  individuals. 

In  pursuance  of  the  course  recommended  in  this  report, 
a  grant  was  made  by  the  Council  for  the  adaptation  and 
fitting  up  of  a  building  for  the  temporary  reception  of  the 
library.  Whilst  the  adaptation  was  in  progress,  the  Mayor 
of  Boston  received  from  Mr.  Joshua  Bates,  of  London — 
'    himself  a  native  of  Boston^the  munificent  offer  to  contn 
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bute  books  to  the  value  of  £10,000  sterling;  the  City 
providing  an  adequate  building,  and  taking  upon  itself  the 
current  expenses  of  maintenance. 

A  good  work,  wherever  it  may  have  been  accomplished, 
rarely  fails  to  incite,  in  some  quarter  or  other,  a  spirit  of 
worthy  emulation.  Very  frequently,  the  incitement  spreads 
to  many  quarters  at  once.  When  Mr.  Bates'  letter  was 
written  in  London,  an  amount  of  public  attention  had  just 
been  attracted  to  the  establishment  and  the  recent  public 
opening  of  the  Free  Library  of  Manchester,  such  as  had 
rarely  been  given,  in  England,  to  any  proceedings  about 
libraries.  When  that  letter  was  received  in  Boston,  Liver- 
pool was  busied,  in  its  turn,  with  the  inauguration  of  a  Free 
Library  destined,  within  a  few  years,  to  assume  larger 
proportions  than  that  of  Manchester.  Mr.  Bates'  proflFered 
gift  gave  an  entirely  new  aspect  to  the  proceedings  at 
Boston.  It  proved  to  be  the  real  foundation-stone  of  a 
Free  Library  w^hich  has  already  outstripped,  in  several 
l)oints  of  view,  all  the  Free  Libraries,  of  a  municipal  sort, 
which  had  preceded  it,  and  which  as  yet,  perhaps,  stands 
but  on  the  threshold  of  its  public  usefulness. 

In  the  course  of  his  letter  to  the  City  Council  of  Boston 
Mr.  Bates  thus  expressed  his  views  as  to  the  character  of 
the  building  which  ought  to  be  provided  for  the  new 
library: — '*  The  only  condition  I  ask  is  that  the  building 
shall  be  such  as  shall  be  an  ornament  to  the  City ;  that 
there  shall  be  room  for  from  one  hundred  to  one  hundred 
and  fifty  persons  to  sit  at  reading  tables ;  and  that  it  shall 
be  perfectly  free  to  all,  with  no  other  restrictions  than  may 
be  necessary  for  the  preservation  of  the  books.  What  the 
building  may  cost  I  am  unable  to  estimate  ;  but  the  books 
(counting  additions  during  my  lifetime)  I  estimate  at 
«50,000  (£1 0,000  sterling),  which  I  shall  gladly  contribute. 
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and  consider  it  but  a  small  return  for  tlie  many  acts  of 
kindness  I  have  received  from  my  many  friends  in  your 
City." 

From  the  time  of  the  reception  of  this  letter  a  majority 
of  the  City  Council  became  more  intent  upon  carrying  out 
their  share  of  the  work  with  a  thoroughness  which  should 
make  provision  for  the  wants  of  the  future,  as  well  as  for  the 
immediate  want  of  the  day,  than  upon  observing  the  utmost 
possible  "  frugality  of  expenditure."  But  a  section  of  thu 
Council  was  still  friendly  to  a  project,  originated  in  1S48, 
for  converting  the  existing  hbrary  of  the  'Boston  Athe- 
naeum '  into  the  groundwork  of  a  City  Library.  Probably 
at  that  date  the  Atheuicuiu  Library  was  already  the  finest 
collection  of  its  class  within  the  United  States,  as  unques- 
tionably it  was  the  one  most  liberally  administered.  For 
its  rules  empowered  the  proprietors,  individually,  to  admit 
strangers  to  free  access,  so  that,  in  a  restricted  sense,  it  had 
come  to  subserve  the  purposes  of  a  Public  as  well  as  of  a 
Proprietary  Library. 

In  181S  it  had  been  proposed  that  the  City  Council 
should  pay  to  the  treasurer  of  the  Athenaeum  a  sum  equal 
to  £10,000  sterling,  with  an  additional  yearly  sum  of 
■  £1000;  and  that  thenceforward  the  library  should  become 
a  public  and  municipal  institution,  under  the  management 
of  a  joint  committee,  nominated  in  part  by  the  City 
Council,  and  in  part  by  the  Athenaium  Trustees.  In  1852 
the  proposition  took  the  shape  of  a  transfer  of  the  shares 
of  the  proprietary  to  the  City,  partly  by  sale  and  partly  by 
free  gift  from  those  of  the  shareholders  who  desired  to  pro- 
mote  the  union.  Both  propositions  alike  failed,  after  much 
negocialion  and  some  sharp  controversy. 

Meanwhile,  the  arrangements  for  opening  the  infantile 
City  Library,  in  a  temporary  building,  were  proceeded  withj 
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As  a  Consulting  Collection,  it  was  opened  for  public  use  on 
the  20th  of  March,  1854 ;  as  a  Lending  Collection,  on  the 
2nd  of  May  in  the  same  year.  The  only  condition  of  public 
access  was  that  of  subscription  to  the  regulations.  The 
number  of  signatures  between  March  and  October  of  that 
year  exceeded  six  thousand.  Presently,  the  public  willing- 
ness to  use  the  new  institution  came  to  be  much  in  excess 
of  its  available  accommodation. 

The  site  and  character  of  the  new  building  were  deter- 
mined upon,  definitively,  early  in  the  year  1855 .    The  build- 
ing was  completed  at  the  close  of  the  year  1857.     The  cost  ^^otxh^^ 
of  the  site — which  included  a  liberal  provision  of  additional  n^^^*"*- 

mg. 

land  to  meet  possible  and  future  requirements — was 
£23,300  ;  that  of  the  building  £49,400 ;  or  in  the  aggre- 
gate  £72,700. 

The  munificent  benefactor  of  the  library,  Mr.  Joshua 
Bates,  expressed  his  cordial  approval  of  the  plans  adopted 
by  the  Council,  and  he  doubled  his  original  gift  by  contri- 
buting  more  than  twenty-six  thousand  volumes  of  books, 
carefully  selected  and  purchased  at  a  cost  of  about  ten 
thousand  pounds.  The  ten  thousand  pounds  originally  ^\7^'* 
given  was  funded,  and  its  annual  income  is  expended,  year  "*^- 
by  year,  in  the  purchase  of  books  of  permanent  value.  To 
this  fund  Mr.  Jonathan  Phillips,  an  eminent  citizen  of 
Boston,  had  already  added,  in  July  1853,  a  sum  of  two 
thousand  pounds,  the  interest  of  which  is  expended  in  like 
manner ;  and  a  similar  siun  was  bequeathed  by  Mr.  Abbott 
Lawrence  in  1855.  In  1861,  Mr.  Phillips  bequeathed, 
in  addition  to  his  former  gift,  a  sum  of  four  thousand 
pounds,  to  be  similarly  invested  for  the  yearly  increase  of 
the  library.  With  the  addition,  from  time  to  time,  of  some 
minor  benefactions,  the  Ubrary  now  possesses  an  endow- 
ment fund  of  about  £20,000  sterling,  the  annual  interest 
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of  which  is  appropriated,  exclusively,  to  the  purchase  of 
books.  Smaller  gifts,  amounting  to  about  £600,  have  been 
similarly  expended,  as  tliey  accrued. 

lu  addition  to  the  princely  donation  of  books  received 
from  Mr.  B.4TE8,  four  important  collections  have  been  given 
to  the  City  of  Boston,  at  various  times,  since  the  public- 
opening  of  its  Free  Library  in  1858. 

'ITie  first  addition  of  an  integral  collection  was  made  in 
the  course  of  that  year,  when  the  heirs  of  Nathaniel 
BowDiToji  gave  his  valuable  mathematical  library,  contain- 
ing about  3,300  volumes. 

In  1860  the  libmry — both  choice  and  extensive — of 
Theodore  Parker,  was  received  by  his  bequest.  This  gift 
added  to  the  contents  of  the  City  Library  about  11,360 
voiuiues.  In  the  course  of  the  same  year  a  choice  collec- 
tion of  books  in  the  classical  languages,  and  of  many  valu- 
able works  in  Italian  and  Spanish  literature,  was  given  by 
George  Ticknok.  This  collection  comprised  more  than 
three  thousand  volumes. 

In  1800  the  City  received  a  gift  less  extensive,  numeri- 
cally, than  those  already  named,  but,  for  Boston,  even  more 
precious  in  its  intrinsic  value  than  most  of  the  others.  The 
Trustees  of  the  '  Old  South  Church,"  uf  which  in  coloniid 
days  the  Reverend  Thomas  Puince  had  been  pastor,  trans- 
ferred to  the  Corporation  the  remarkable  collection  long 
known  in  Boston  as  the  '  Prince  Library.'  It  is  eminently 
rich  in  the  colonial  history  and  early  literature  of  New 
England.  It  therefore  comprises  not  only  many  books  and 
tracts  which,  on  their  rara  occurrence  at  sales,  fetch  what 
are  called  fabulous  prices,  but  also  many  others,  the 
obtainment  of  which,  at  any  price,  becomes,  with  every 
passing  year,  more  and  mure  difhcult,  if  not,  in  some  cases. 
Absolutely  hopeless.    To  Americans,  tliesc  are  the  invahii 
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materials  of  their  national  history,  not  the  curiosities  of 
mere  bibliomania.  The  collector  of  this  early  colonial 
library  had  bequeathed  it,  by  way  of  heirloom,  to  the  con- 
gregation over  which  he  had  long  presided.  It  comprised 
1899  volumes.  Both  the  'Prince  Collection'  and  the 
'  Parker  Collection/  as  well  as  the  mathematical  books  of 
BowDiTCH,  are  classified  and  arranged  apart  from  the 
general  library. 

The  aggregate  number  of  volumes  given  to  the  City  Aggregate 
Library  of  Boston,  up  to  the  beginning  of  the  year  1868,  thcgiiuto 
exceeds  seventy  thousand  volumes.  When  the  intrinsic  Libm^. 
value  of  these  is  regarded,  as  well  as  their  number,  the 
Boston  Committee  may  well  express  their  belief  that  "  no 
Free  Library  in  the  world  will  show  such  large  accessions 
from  donors.''  Doubtless,  it  remains  true  that  the  main 
reliance  of  a  great  Public  Library  must  always  be  placed 
upon  purchases  rather  than  upon  gifts,  since  it  is  only  ex- 
ceptional munificence,  like  that  of  Mr.  Bates,  or  excep- 
tional opportunities  of  gathering  books  of  a  particular  kind, 
which  can  provide,  on  any  large  scale,  for  the  union  of 
careful  selection  with  free  gift.  But  Boston  may  well  be 
proud  of  so  remarkable  a  demonstration  of  public  liberality 
and  public  spirit  as  that  which  is  recorded  upon  its  dona- 
tion book,  even  subsequently  to  the  first  formation  of  the 
library.  It  also  deserves  remark  that  with  so  large  a  circu- 
lation of  books  as  that  which  obtains  at  Boston — and  also 
in  several  of  our  own  Free  Libraries — the  inconvenience  to 
the  working  arrangements  which  has  occasionally  arisen,  in 
some  collections,  from  an  undue  increment  of  duplicate  and 
triplicate  books,  by  successive  gifts,  is  less  to  be  appre- 
hended, than  in  libraries  where  the  circulation  and  conse- 
quently the  rapid  outwear  of  the  books  is  comparatively 
small.     Some  accumulation,  however,  of  what  the  Boston 
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report  calls  '  mere  literary  lumber '  will  always  have  to 
be  dealt  with  from  time  to  time. 

In  the  course  of  the  year  1S68,  the  City  received  a  gift 
which  affords  an  example  of  almost  the  best  sort  of  bene- 
faction that  it  is  possible  to  bestow  on  a  community,  for  its 
Public  Library.  Mr.  William  Wheelwright,  of  Biienoa 
Ayres,  profited  by  the  special  opportunities  he  enjoyed  of 
collecting  books  relating  to  the  history  and  affairs  of  the 
South  American  countries,  and  then  presented  the  results 
of  his  labours  to  the  municipality  of  Boston.  A  Collection 
so  made  is  sure  to  embrace  books  and  documents,  which  it 
is  scarcely  possible  to  procure  by  the  ordinary  channels  of 
commerce,  even  when  neither  cost  nor  pains  are  spared. 

The  Boston  Library  bad  opened,  in  its  first  and  tempo- 
rary abode,  with  about  lfi,000  volumes.  The  aggregate 
circulation  of  books  issued  to  borrowers,  in  IS 54,  was 
35,389.  WTien  opened  for  public  use,  in  the  new  building, 
on  the  1st  January,  1859,  the  aggregate  numlierof  volumes 
was  about  80,000,  The  total  issues  of  books  to  borrowers 
during  that  year  was  ]  49,468  volumes.  Three  years  after- 
wards the  books  had  increased  to  about  108,000  volumes 
{tracts  included),  and  the  aggregate  issues  to  borrowers  to 
180,302  volumes.  In  1S67  the  number  of  books  had 
increased  to  about  136,000  volumes,  and  the  number  of 
issues  had  increased  to  208,963  volumes. 

Taken  according  to  the  daily  averages  the  issues  were,  in 
the  first  year,  250  on  each  open  day;  in  the  sixth  year, 
588  ;  in  the  ninth  year,  026  ;  in  the  fourteenth  yeai",  754. 
The  largest  number  of  volumes  ever  issued  on  one  day  was 
1813. 

As  respects  the  issues  of  books  to  readers  in  the  reading 
rooms  of  the  library  itself,  the  statistics  seem  to  have  been 
very  imperfectly  kept.     Usually,  the  number  of  'readers,'. 
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is  recorded,  but  not  the  number  of  volumes  issued  to  them. 
Oh  the  other  hand,  special  record  is  made  of  the  number 
of  periodical  publications,  issued  in  the  reading  rooms,  and 
also  (during  recent  years)  of  the  use  made,  within  the 
building, — in  what  is  called  the  *  Bates  Hall ' — of  books 
too  valuable  to  be  permitted  to  circulate. 

The  following  table  shows  the  details,  year  by  year,  from  Nearly  uwet 


the    first    opening    of    the    Library    to 
inclusive : — 


the    year    1867  Bottoncitj 

Library. 


Free  City  Libbabt  of  Boston. — Number  of  Volumes  in 

LiBBABT,    IN    EACH    YEAB ;     AaOBEGATE    YeABLT    IsSUES  TO 

BOBBOWEBS;     AND   (AS   FAB  AS   RECOBDBD)    TO    ReADEBS  IN 

THE  Reading  Rooms. 


1 

1        Volumes  in 

Volumes  Issukd 

Library  [kxclu- 

YOLrMKS  ISSUKD 

TO  Beadbbs 

Yrak. 

SIVR  or  UNBOUND 

TO  RORROWEKS. 

[KxcLusivE  or 
Pkriodicals]. 

!           1*\¥PHLKTS]. 

1854        .        .        .     i         16,221 

35,389 

•  •   • 

1855 

22,617 

81,281 

■  •  • 

1856 

28,080 

82,661 

•  ■  • 

1857 

34,896 

89,423 

•  •    • 

1858 

70,851 

75,570 

•    -    • 

1859 

78,043  • 

149,468 

... 

1860 

85,032 

151,020 

1861 

97,386 

•       160,877 

1862 

105.034 

180,302 

10.263 

1863 

110,563 

!       138,027 

7,124 

'     1864 

116,934 

184,035 

11,057 

1865 

123,016 

194,627 

13,090 

'     1866 

130.678 

193,862 

10,438 

1867 

135,981 

1 

'       208,963 

11,553 

Aggregate  number  of  Readers  in  Reading  Rooms,  73,558  (in  1867  V 


If  the  number  of  periodical  publications,  issued  to  readers 
in  the  reading  rooms,  be  added  to  those  of  the  recorded 
issues  from  the  reserved  books  iu  the  '  Bates  Hall,'  the 
aggregate  number  of  volumes  used  by  readers  within  the 
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building,  during  the  year   1867- 
be  303.299  volumes. 


-so  far  as  recorded — will 


When  the  Trustees  of  the  City  Library  of  Boston  fii 
opened  their  collection  for  houachold  use,  they  determined 
to  dispense  with  that  written  voucher  and  guaranty,  from 
known  ratepayers,  which,  in  the  organization  of  tlie  British 
Free  Libraries,  had  been  regarded  as  a  necessary  condition, 
alike  of  the  safety  of  the  books  and  of  the  prompt  service 
of  the  Public  by  whom  they  were  to  be  used.  At 
Boston,  for  several  yeai-s,  the  only  reqiurement  made  from 
applicants  for  the  loan  of  books  was  a  promise  to  observe 
the  rules,  signified  simply  by  signature.  The  borrower  was 
asked  to  register  lus  address,  as  well  as  his  naiue.  But  no 
verification  of  his  statement  was  in  any  way  exacted.  How 
has  this  unusual  and  absolute  freedom  of  access  worked  in 
practice  ? 

No  question  can  possibly  have  greater  interest  for  those 
who  are  concerned  in  the  administration  of  Free  Libraries. 
Fortunately,  the  materials  for  answering  it  are  ample.  Nor 
can  they  be  better  apphed  than  by  citing  the  account  of  the 
experiment  and  of  its  results  given  by  the  Boston  Committee 
itself  in  the  Report  of  ISij?  : — "  Mr.  Ticknor,"  say  the 
writers  of  that  document,  "  in  the  preliminary  Report  of 
1852,  in  sketching  out  a  plan  for  the  Library, ....  which 
is  substantially  the  basis  upon  which  it  is  administered 
to-day,  urged  strongly  the  desirability  and  probable  safety 
of  circulating  the  books  freely  among  certain  classes  of  our 
community,  where  the  class  bore  with  It  a  kind  of  respon- 
sibility, without  any  surety  but  their  personal  recognisance 
but  contemplated  that  it  might  becume  necessarj'  in  oi 
nary  cases  to  require  some  pecuniary  guaranty." 

iiventunlly,    however,  no  distinction  of  '  class 
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cases,  ordinary  or  extraordinary,  was  made.  The  one  soli- 
tary requirement  was,  as  has  been  said,  the  signature  of 
name  and  address  in  the  Library  books. 

"The  Free  Libraries  of  England,"  continues  the  Report 
of  lSf>7,  "under  the  Parliamentary  Act  of  1S50,  were 
requiring  this  [pecuniary  guaranty]  as  a  condition  before 
these  privileges  were  accorded  to  a  citizen  ;  and  they  have 
retained  it  wilhout  any  apparent  check  upon  their  usefulness, 
and  tcith  tuuch  greater  security  to  their  property  than  we  have 
enjoyed.  Still  the  experiment  of  a  freer  library  than  the 
world  had  ever  known  was  not,  perhaps,  an  ill-timed  one, 
and,  for  a  while,  it  was  thought  to  be  an  unvarying  success  ; 
and,  to  this  day,  no  pecuniaiy  voucher  is  demanded. 

"  A  few  books  were  reported  *  lost,'  at  first,  in  Mason 
Street,  and  the  number  had  increased  initil,  in  the  last  year 
at  that  place,  it  was  two  hundred  for  the  year.  Still,  it  was 
thought  that  there  had  been  no  wantonness.  In  I8o7,  we 
began  to  bear  of  mutilations,  with  hints  at  future  stringency. 
....  During  the  first  year  in  the  present  building  (1859),  ' 
one  hundred  and  thirty  [volumes]  were  reported  lost.  Of  i 
these,  forty-two  were  subsequently  recovered,  leaving  eighty- 
eight  unaccounted  for.  It  increased  yearly,  until  it  had  got 
to  l)c  annuEilly  between  five  and  six  hundred;  when,  at  the 
beginning  of  lust  year,  some  check  was  |nit  upon  it  by 
issuing  new  cards  and  recalling  the  old  ones.  Still,  for  the 
past  year,  four  hundred  and  sixty  volumes  are  reported 
missing,  and  of  these  two  hnndrtd  and  ten  are  charged  to 
borrowers,  who  cannot  be  found  or  traced  at  the  addresses 
tliey  gave,  leaving  the  sad  infrrtnce  of  premedilnted  frand." 

Even    thus    far,    there    would    seem    to    be    conclusive 

evidence  of  the  wisdom,  and  the  necessity,  of  at  least  such 

^    a  verification  of  the  statements  made  by  applicants  for  the 
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the  care  is  much  strengthened  when  from  the  statistics  of 
the  absolute  loss  of  books  we  turn  to  those  of  their  wanton 
injury.  "  Mutilations  and  defacements,"  continue  the 
Committee,  "are  becoming  common.  In  1862,  the  Super- 
intendent reported  that,  in  his  judgment,  more  was  to  be 
feared  from  this  evil  than  from  loss;  and,  in  successive 
reports,  it  has  been  dwelt  upon,  and  the  time  predicted 
when  stricter  supervision  of  the  delivery  would  be  neces- 
sary. There  was  formerly  no  adequate  remedy  for  this 
kind  of  injury,  when  discovered  ;  and  it  was  hardly  possible 
with  the  force  at  command  to  collate  a  sixth  part  of  the 
books  returned.  Last  winter  the  necessary  law  to  meet 
such  cases  of  mutilation  and  defacement  was  passed  by  the 
Legislature." 

There  is  some  apparent  difficulty  in  harmonizing  two 
other  passages  of  the  report  of  1867,  which  stand  in  close 
proximity.  But  the  general  inference  to  be  deduced  from 
them  is  both  unmistakeable  and  most  instructive.  "The 
total  number  of  missing  and  worn-out  books  has  been 
about  6,700  volumes,  from  the  beginning;  and  this — on 
an  aggregate  circulation  of  2,000,000 — is  only  something 
over  one  tliird  of  one  per  cent.,  which  is  certainly  not  exces- 
sive      What   proportion   of  this   number   (6,700 

volumes)  can  be  put  down  to  absolute  theft,  or  books 
unaccounted  for,  it  is  not  easy  to  ascertain.  But  your 
('ommittee  see,  by  the  records,  that  this  most  disgraceftil 
kind  of  loss  is  increasing  out  of  all  proportion  to  the  circu- 
lation, which  is  now  only  30  per  cent,  more  than  it  was  in 
I  S59,  while  the  loss  in  unaccounted  for  books,  on  the  best 
data  that  can  be  found,  is  something  like  300  per  cent. 
more.  Tliis  increase  does  not,  probably,  show  a  relative 
increase  of  offenders,  since  a  few,  by  observing  the  impu- 
nity with  w  liich  it  could  be  done,  would  naturally  enlai^e 
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their  range  of  depredations.  The  reference  books  around 
the  desks  in  the  '  Bates  Hall/  and  in  the  Reading  Room, 
are  open  to  the  inroads  of  a  class  of  thieves  known  to  the 
Police  to  exist  in  fraternities,  so  that  books  stolen  from 
libraries  and  shops  in  one  large  city  are  transmitted  to 
their  fellows  in  another,  to  be  disposed  of.  These  prac- 
tices are,  in  no  small  degree,  doing  a  work  of  demoraliza- 
tion, which  every  consideration  of  justice  and  well-being 
requires  to  be  checked.  To  do  this  without,  temporarily, 
curtailing  the  circulation  were,  perhaps,  not  easy.  The 
example  of  Manchester  showed  that  where  considerable 
restraint  had  been  put  at  the  start,  and  consistently  kept 
up,  a  large  circulation  could  be  maintained.  Your  Com- 
mittee know  that  it  is  more  difficult  to  impose  restraints  at 
a  late  day  ;  but  they  believe  that  it  is  never  too  late  to  do 
right.  And  the  Public  will  be  sure  to  see  that  by  right 
doing  their  privileges  are  more  fully  protected  than  ever." 
On  the  whole  matter,  the  Committee  arrived  at  these  two 
conclusions  :  I.  That  a  new  plan  of  registration — already 
introduced  by  way  of  experiment — by  which  each  applicant 
for  the  loan  of  books  is  required  to  name  two  referees  who 
will,  if  applied  to,  verify  his  statements,  should  be  per- 
severed in.  II.  That,  in  the  event  of  a  requirement  so 
moderate  being  found  inadequate  to  the  removal  of  pre- 
vious abuses,  the  system  of  responsible  guarantors,  initiated 
at  Manchester  in  1852,  should  then  be  introduced  at  Boston. 
**  At  Manchester,'^  say  the  Committee,  in  concluding  their 
Report,  "  they  require  two  pecuniary  vouchers  among  the 
Ratepayers,  renewed  every  five  years,  for  each  applicant. 
On  the  same  circulation  as  ours  in  1865-6,  they  lost  but 
fifty-six  volumes,  and  these  were  all  replaced, — thirty-three 
by  the  borrowers,  and  twenty-three  by  the  guarantors. 
Besides  this,  they  enforce  pecuniary  satisfaction  for  mutila- 
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tioiis  and  defacements Your  Committee  tnist  thai 

it  wiil   not  be  necessary  to  go  to  tlie  limit  employed  ( 

Manchester;  but  they  have  no  hesitation  in  suying  tha( 
this  Conmiunity  sliould  assert  its  right  to  be  called  quite  a 
orderly  as  any  other  ;  and,  if  that  pre-eminence  can  only  b 
secured  by  the  pecuniary  vouchers,  tliey  should  be  required-T 

The  Reading  Room  of  the  Boston  City  Library  is  opi 
from  nine  o'clock  in  the  morning  until  ten  intheeveninj 
every  secular  day  throughout  the  jear, — the  fi\e  legal  or 
State  holydaya  excepted.  All  inhabitants  of  Boston  (in- 
cluding the  suburb  of  Roxbury)  are,  by  law,  entitled  to 
admission,  if  above  the  age  of  fourteen  years.  The  reguli 
tion  as  to  strangers  reads  thus  :  "  Any  stranger  or  pei 
visiting  the  City,  may,  on  being  properly  recommended, 
make  use  of  the  books  within  the  Library  building."  Thii 
regulation,  it  will  be  observed,  introduces,  and  necessitates, 
a  material  qualification  of  that  sentence  in  the  Report 
1867,  in  which  the  Boston  Library  is  described  as  a  "fi 
library  than  the  world  had  ever  known."  When  that 
sentence  was  written,  the  fact  had  been,  for  the  moment, 
overlooked  that  the  world  had  known  (for  more  than  two 
hundred  years)  libraries,  the  doors  of  which  were  open 
all  comers,  without  any  '  reconunendation'  whatever.  Tl 
phrase  is  strictly  applicable  to  the  Boston  Library,  but  onl; 
when  it  is  regarded  as  a  Lending  Collection.  In  every 
respect,  however,  the  Boston  institution  is  an  honour  to  the 
City  which  maintains  it.  And  in  one  or  two  points  of 
manngement  (hitherto  unmentioned)  it  sets  an  example  by 
which  the  greatest  and  most  liberally  administered  libraries 
of  Europe  might  still  profit  to  their  further  improvement. 
In  none  of  them,  for  example,  is  so  liberal  a  rule  followed 
in  respect  to  the  immediate  obtainraent  of  books  sought  fo^j 
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hy  aoy  reader,  but  with  which  the  libi-ary  was  tlieu  unfur- 
nished, as  that  which  is  in  force  at  Boston.     lu  the  'Rules 
and  Regulations  of  the  I'liblic  Library  of  the  City  of  Boston,'  ^ 
the  provisiou  on  this  point  is  thus  expressed: — "Whenever  Jj 
a  book  wanted  by  any  one  using  the  Library  does  not 
belong  to  it,  such  person  is  particularly  requested  to  enter 
the  title  of  the  book  on  a  card  furnished  for  the  purpose,  to 
which  the  person's  name  and  residence   shall  be  added. 
The  book  will  be  procured  as  soon  as  possible  (unless  there 
is  some  special  reason  against  purchasing  it) ;  and,  on  its 
arrival,  it  will  he  retained  in  the  Library  five  days,  subject 
1  to  the  order  of  the  person  asking  for  it,  to  whom  due  notice  ^ 
I  to  that  eftect  will  be  sent  by  mail."  ■'i 

On  another  point  of  detail — relating  to  the  use  of  what 
I  are  technically  known  as  'Reference  Hooks' — the  regula- 
I  tion  is  both  prudent  and  liberal.  "  EncyclopEedias,"  says 
Rule  X,  "Dictionaries,  and  other  books  needed  for  refer- 
I  ence  in  the  Library  Building ;  books  not  easily  to  be 
replaced  in  consequence  of  their  rarity  or  value;  books  a 
expressly  given  for  reference  only ;  boolvs  deemed  by  the  oi 
Trustees  to  be  uiisuited  for  general  circulation ;  and  also 
unbound  periodicals,  shall  be  used  only  in  the  budding. 
Provided,  nevertheless,  that  in  order  to  allow  the  widest 

»  practicable  use  of  the  Library  consistent  with  its  greatest 
efficiency,  a  person  desirous  to  borrow  any  book  or  perio- 
dical whatever — except  such  books  as  may  have  been  given 
on  condition  that    they    should  not    be    taken   from   the 
Library — and  stating  the  reasons  for  it,  in  writing,  to  the 
Trustees,  shall,  if  the  reasons  are  deemed  sufficient,  be  per-  n 
^L  mitted  to  borrow  it  on  proper  conditions." 
^H      And — once  again — Boston  has  set  a  good  example  to 
^H  Libraries  of  every  kind — by  the  bi-monthly  publication  of 
^Ka  '  Bulletin,'  coataining  complete  lists  of  its  additions  from 
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month  to  rnrinth,  and  as  well  oC  books  acquired  from  all 
parts  of  the  world  as  of  American  and  British  books.  It  is 
an  excellent  appliance  both  for  the  efficiency  of  the  working 
arrangements  as  tliej  concern  the  managers  and  staff 
within  J  and  for  the  prompt  service  of  the  readers  and 
bon-owers  without.  Tliis  publication  began  in  the  autumn 
of  18G7.  In  addition  to  its  lists  of  addenda  lo  the  Library 
— which  are  drawn  up  with  great  care  and  judgment — it 
contains  lists  of  desiderata,  which  show,  amongst  other 
things,  tliat  amount  of  systematic  and  persistent  attention 
to  the  storing  up  of  the  l)e,st  materials,  in  every  kind,  of 
American  history,  which  cannot  fail  to  render  the  City 
Library,  in  course  of  time,  pre-eminent  as  a  repository  for 
information,  not  only  about  the  New  England  provinces, 
but  about  the  United  States  at  large. 


On  the  not  less  intei'ctiting  point  of  the  character  and 
classification  of  the  issues  from  the  Library,  the  information 
given  in  the  Boston  reports  leaves  something  to  be  desired. 
The  internal  arrangements,  it  would  seem,  admit  as  yet 
only  of  a  very  partial,  not  of  a  complete  or  even  nearly  com- 
|)lete,  classification  of  the  hooks  which  are  read.  All  tliat 
can  at  present  be  said  on  Ihis  point  consists  in  tlie  verbal 
quotation  of  sonic  passages  contained  in  the  Report  for  the 
,  year  18G7.  That  Report,  it  ought  to  be  premised,  is 
remarkable  for  its  great  ahiUty  and  comprehensiveness.  So 
singular  a  use  of  the  word  '  classification '  as  that  which 
applies  it  to  the  table  now  to  be  quoted  might  otherwise 
suggest  a  very  inaccurate  idea  of  the  value  of  the  docu- 
ment,— than  which  (in  all  other  respects)  it  would  be  hard 
to  find  any  similar  document  so  well  deserving  of  the  study 
of  all  readers  who  are  interested  in  the  working  of  Free 
Libraries.     Even  as  regards  the  issues,  the  remarks  which 


ISSUES  FROM  BOSTON  CITY   LIBRARY. 


297 


follow  the  Table  will  be  found  to  possess  not  a  little  instruc- 
tion. 

''  The  average  yearly  use  of  books  in  the  several  classifi- 
cations is  as  follows : 


Fes-ckntagk 
or  TUK  Issues. 


1. 

2. 
3. 
4. 

5. 
6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 
10. 
11. 
12. 
13. 
14. 
15. 

16. 
17. 
18. 


Englisli  History  and  LUerature 
UsefxQ  and  Fine  Arts 
American  Histoi^  and  Literature 
Theologj,  Metapnjsics,  Ethics,  Edu 

cation     .... 
Periodicals 

Mathematics  and  Phjsics  . 
Medicine     .... 
French  History  and  Literature 
General  History  and  Idte^'aiwre 
Italian  History  and  Literature 
Natural  History 

Transactions  oi  Learned  Societies 
Grerman  History  and  Literature 
Greek  and  Latin  Classics  . 
Other  (including  Oriental)  History  atid 

Literature 
Bibliography 

Law  and  Political  Economy 
MisceUaneous 


17 

10 

9 

8 
7 
7 
6 
6 
4 
4 
4 
4 
3 
3 

3 
2 
2 
1 


Total  number  of  volumes    . 


NUMBKK  OV 
VOLUMKS  IM  '  BaTKS 

Hall'  Drvision  or 

THB  GKHBKAI. 

11,049 
3,434 
9,339 

10,782 
10,458 
4,556 
4,405 
5,983 
4,124 
4.679 
3,925 
[See  No.  5.] 
3,486 
3,072 

2,707 

2,585 

2,685 

387 

87,656* 


Propoiiionale 
luaesineach 
hundred 
volaines,  sup- 
plied; uid 
number  of 
volumes  in 
each  diTision 
of  Qeneral 
Library. 


"  The  most  marked  annual  variation,"  continues  the 
Report  of  1867,  "has  been  in  the  classification  headed  by 
'Theology,'  which  has  fallen,  gradually,  from  eleven  per 
cent.,  in  18C2,  to  four  per  cent.,  in  1867.  This  is  owing, 
perhaps,  to  the  fact  that,  at  the  outset,  special  efforts  were 
made  to  interest  the  clergy  and  educators  in  the  Library ; 
and,  possibly,  also  to  the  fact  that  the  General  Theological 

*  This  number  is  exclusive  of  the  16,215  volumes  comprised  in  the 
several  collections  of  Bowditch,  Parker,  and  Prince,  all  of  which  are 
separately  aiTanged. 
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Library  has  been  since  established.  American  history  and 
literature  have  gradually  gained,  owing,  perhaps,  in  some 
measure,  in  the  historical  part,  to  the  late  Rebellion  fostering 
an  inclination  to  learn  our  own  antecedent  history,  and 
possibly  to  the  efforts  which  the  Library  has  made  to  secure 
everything  in  any  language  relating  to  that  rebellion.  It 
will  be  seen  that  the  use  of  books  in  this  department  is  not 
much  more  than  half  of  what  it  is  in  English  History  and 
Literature,  which  is  not  so  strange,  perhaps,  in  view  of  the 
relative  extent  of  the  two  departments.  Nevertheless,  there 
is  doubtless  a  disproportionate  inclination  among  readers  for 
profit  to  go  to  books  and  themes  of  the  old  world.  Professor 
Lowell,  in  a  recent  review  of  the  Life  of  Josiah  Quincy^ 
gives  a  statement  which  he  was,  perhaps,  in  as  good  a  posi- 
tion as  any  one  to  make,  to  the  effect  that  '  it  may  safely 
be  affirmed  that  for  one  cultivated  man  in  this  country  who 

R^lZtvp-     studies  American  history,  there  are  fifty  who  study  European 

^i-»€(i807).   history,  ancient  and  modern.'  " 

The  annual  expenditure  for  this  large  and  most  liberally 
managed  library  amomited,  in  the  year  which  ended  on  the 
30th  of  September,  1867,  to  52,658  dollars,  equal  to  some- 
what more  than  £10,531  sterling.  Of  this  sum  about 
£1000  was  derived  from  the  annual  interest  of  the  endow- 
ment fund  (from  the  Bates  and  other  donations  for  the 
purchase  of  books),  and  all  the  remainder  from  the  muni- 
cipal funds.     The  details  of  the  outlay  are  as  foUows  : 
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Fnrcliase  of  Books  and  Periodicals 

BookbindiBg 

Catalogues  and  Printing 

Salaries 

Library  Furniture,  and  Stationery 

Gas,  Fuel,  Carriage  of  Books,  and  Petty  Expenses 


£ 
2,614 

761 
1,046 
4,248 

460 
1,402 


Total  Annual  Expenditure  . 


£10,531 


Yearly  Ex- 
penditure. 


Among  those  practical  deductions  from  the  experience 
of  the  Boston  Free  Library,  during  its  fourteen  years  of 
public  work,  which  seem  to  commend  themselves  to  the 
special  attention  of  all  persons  who  are,  or  shall  be,  con-  Deduction, 
cemed  with  the  organization  of  like  institutions  elsewhere,  pe^nc^It 
none  is  more  obviously  important  than  is  the  confirmation  ^***°" 
which  it  gives  of  the  wisdom  of  the  now  nearly  universal 
rule  for  *  Free  Libraries '  of  exacting  from  applicants  for 
the  loan  of  books,  for  household  use,  a  recommendatory 
voucher  of  some  kind.     The  system  of  admitting  all  appli- 
cants upon  the  simple  record  of  name  and  address  without 
any  further  inquiry  or  responsibility,  brought  with  it  serious 
impediments  to  the  due  supply  of  the  legitimate  demands 
of  those  borrowers  who  observed  the  library  rules   and 
used  their  privilege  without  abusing  it,  as  well  as  serious 
loss  to  the  municipal  funds.     Undue  freedom  of  admission 
made  the  Library  for  a  time  less  truly  a '  Free  City  Library,* 
for  the  population  at  large,  than  it  came  to  be  when  put    » 
under  discreet  regulation. 

On  the  other  hand,  no  evidence  has  accrued  which  at  all 
tends  to  establish  the  necessity  of  exacting  any  similar 
voucher  for  access  to  a  pubUc  reading-room.  In  the  one 
case,  the  due  preservation  of  the  public  property  cannot  be 
so  secured  without  the  voucher.     In  the  other  case,  the 
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internal  economy  of  the  library  itself  may  be  so  regulated 
as  to  afford  due  protection  to  the  contents  of  a  readiug- 
rooni,  although  made  absolutely  accessible  to  all  comers. 

The  wisdom  of  the  provision  for  a  mixed  Couimittee  of 
Management,  such  as  shall  represent  the  public  at  large, 
as  well  by  citizens  who  are  not  members  of  the  municipal 
corporation,  as  by  aldermen  and  councillors,  seems  also  to 
derive  strong  confirmation  from  the  experience  of  tlie 
Boston  library.  There,  six  non-members  of  the  Corpora- 
tion are  added  to  three  members,  in  order  to  constitute  the 
Board  of  Trustees.  And  the  principle  is  carried  still 
further  by  the  appointment,  from  time  to  time,  of  what  is 
termed  an  '  Examining  Committee.'  This  is  composed  of 
citizens  '  at  large  '  with  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Trustees 
Hs  its  chairman.  It  is  believed  that  the  practice  lias  tended 
— in  that  couimunity — to  diffuse  and  strengthen  the  public 
interest  in  the  progress  of  the  library  to  a  notable  degree. 
And  it  does  not  appear  that  such  an  appointment  has  ever 
been  regarded  as  involving  or  indicating  distrust  of  the 
ordinary  managers  or  officers.  It  is,  in  fact,  provided  for 
in  the  original  '  City  Ordinance  '  constituting  the  Library. 
Obviously,  the  ablest  officers  of  an  institution  may  derive 
advantage  from  the  inquiries,  and  from  the  novel  impres- 
sions, of  cultivated  men  who  come  to  it  as  lookers-on, 
sympathizing  with  its  aims,  but  untramraeled  by  it*f  i 
routine.  ■! 


It  is  to  able  officers,  however,  that  the  Boston  City 
Library  owes  the  largest  poition  of  its  eminent  success. 
One  such  officer,  conspicuous  both  for  an  unusual  measure 
of  bibliographical  acquirement  and  for  an  ardent  passion  for 
public  usefulness,  it  has  recently  and,  to  human  view,  too 
early  lost.     Mr.  Charles  Coftin  Jkwett  began  his  career  as 
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Librarian  of  '  Brown  University/  in  the  State  of  Rhode 
Island.  To  his  instrumentality  the  valuable  library  of  that 
institution  is  indebted  for  some  of  its  best  contents,  care- 
fully selected  during  his  travels  in  France,  Italy,  and 
Germany.  When,  at  a  later  period,  he  became  librarian  of 
the  Smithsonian  Institution  at  Washington,  he  formed 
well-considered  plans  for  the  building  up,  in  union  with 
that  institute,  of  a  great  library  which,  in  course  of  time, 
might  well  have  proved  itself  to  be  no  inconsiderable  im- 
plement for  that ''  increase  and  difiusion  of  knowledge  among 
men  *'  which  the  Will  of  James  Smithson  declares  to  have 
been  the  object  of  his  bequest  to  the  United  States.  But 
other  views,  and  other  ambitions,  conflicted  with  Mr. 
Jewktt*s  plans  for  the  development  of  the  Smithsonian 
Library.  Eventually  the  librarian  went  from  Washington 
to  Boston,  and  the  library  passed  from  the  possession  of 
the  Smithsonian  Institution  to  that  of  Congress. 

Into  the  plans  of  the  founders  of  the  Boston  City  Library 
Mr.  Jewett  entered  with  unabated  energy  and  ardour.  He 
was  made  its  virtual  librarian  in  1855,  and  was  appointed 
Superintendent  and  Secretary  on  the  definite  organization 
of  the  Library  by  the  City  Council  in  1858.  He  was 
endowed  with  a  rare  union  of  qualities,  intellectual  and 
moral,  for  such  an  office,  and  his  devotion  to  its  duties  was 
exemplary.  In  their  discharge  he  overtasked  his  bodily 
strength. 

Mr.  Jewett  filled  the  office  of  Superintendent  for  some- 
what less  than  ten  years.  In  the  course  of  that  brief 
period  he  made  not  a  few  of  the  working  arrangements  and 
methods  of  the  Library  models  in  their  kind.  Until  within 
ten  hours  of  his  death,  he  was  at  his  work.  He  died  on 
the  9th  of  Januarv,  18C8. 


CHAPTER  III. 

MINOR   TOWN  AND  DISTRICT  LIBRARIES   OF 

MASSACHUSETTS, 

Nearly  all  the  District  or  Township  Libraries  of  Massa- 
chusetts have  been  formed  in  pursuance  of  legislative 
provisions  connected  with  the  State  system  of  Common 
Schools,  and  arc  usually  designated  '  School  -  District 
Libraries.'  Both  in  purpose  and  in  practice,  however, 
they  are  commonly  the  Libraries  of  the  District ;  not  merely 
the  Libraries  of  the  School.  Their  name  therefore  fails  to 
indicate  their  full  character. 

In  March,  1842,  a  Resolve  of  the  Legislature  of  Mas- 
sachusetts provided  for  the  maintenance  of  certain  *  School- 
District'  Libraries  in   various  parts  of  the  State.      The 
enactment   was  extended,  one  year  afterwards,  over  the 
District         entire  State,  and  in  the  following  terms  :  "  That  the  pro- 
ML'^hu!^     visions  of  the  Resolve  of  the  3rd  of  March,  1842,  be  and 
«"•  the  same  are  hereby  extended  to  every  City  and  Town  in 

the  Commonwealth  not  heretofore  divided  into  School- 
Districts,  ....  provided  evidence  be  adduced  to 
the  Treasurer  [of  the  Commonwealth]  on  behalf  of  the  said 
City  or  Town  of  its  having  raised  or  appropriated  for  the 
Establishment  of  Libraries  a  sum  equal  to  that  which,  by 
the  provisions  of  this  Resolve,  it  is  entitled  to  receive  from 
the  School  Fund." 

In  November,  1848,  the  aggregate  number  of  volumes 
provided  for  public  use,  under  this  enactment,  was  officially 
reported  (l)y  the  Secretary  of  the  Board  of  Education)  to  bo 
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91,359.  When  a  few  years  more  had  passed,  a  ground- 
work of  nearly  3000  small  public  libraries  had  then  been 
laid.  But  it  was  soon  found  that  the  superstructure,  not 
infrequently,  failed  to  follow  duly,  upon  the  laying  of  the 
foundation.  The  effort,  indeed,  was  attended  by  a  large 
measure  of  success  in  a  great  number  of  instances.  But 
there  was  reason  to  believe  that  had  that  effort  been  con- 
centrated upon  a  narrower  field,  at  the  outset — ^to  be  after- 
wards enlarged  by  degrees — the  measure  of  success  might 
have  been  still  greater. 

In  1851,  the  special  provision  which  had  been  made  on 
behalf  of  the  City  of  Boston,  by  the  Statute  (quoted  in  the  Mamchu- 
precediug  chapter)  of  1848,  was  made  general  throughout  JJisMfor 
the  commonwealth.     It  then  took  the  form  of  '  An  Act  to  ^J^ 
authorize  Cities  and  Totcna  to  establish  and  maintain  Free 
Libraries.^ 

"  Any  City  or  Town  of  this  Commonwealth,"  says  the 
Statute  of  1851,  *'is  hereby  authorized  to  establish  and 
maintain  a  Public  Library  within  the  same,  and  with  or 
without  Branches,  for  the  use  of  the  inhabitants  thereof, 
and  to  provide  suitable  rooms  therefor,  under  such  regula- 
tions for  the  government  of  said  Library,  as  may  from  time 
to  time  be  prescribed  by  the  City  Council  of  such  City  or 
the  inhabitants  of  such  town." 

It  is  then  further  provided  that  any  City  or  Town  may 
appropriate  for  the  foundation  and  commencement  of  such 
Library,  as  aforesaid,  a  sum  not  exceeding  one  dollar  for 
each  of  its  rateable  polls  in  the  year  next  preceding  that  on 
which  such  appropriation  shall  be  made ;  and  may  also 
appropriate  annually,  for  the  maintenance  and  increase  of 
such  Library,  a  sum  not  exceeding  twenty-five  cents  for  each 
of  its  rateable  polls  in  the  year  next  preceding  that  in  which 
such  appropriation  shall  be  made.     Any  Town  or  City  may 
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receive,  in  its  corporate  capacity,  and  bold  or  manage,  any 
devise,  bequest,  or  donation,  for  the  establishment,  increase, 
or  maintenance  of  a  Public  Library  within  the  same." 

J!!^^y  o?         '^^®  ^^^*  *'**^®  '^'^^"  Library,  estabhshed  under  the  Act 
Ni-wiJrtifoni.  qJ  1851,  was  that  of  New  Bedford.     A  Librai-v  Committee 

was  appointed  by  the  Town  Council  within  a  few  weeks  of 
the  passing  of  the  Act  by  the  Legislature ;  and  the  first 
appropriation  was  made  in  June,  1852. 

In  common  with  most  other  New  England  towns.  New 
Bedford  already  possessed  a  proprietary  or  subscription 
library.  But  its  owners  recognized  at  once  the  superior 
public  utility  of  a  municipal  and  rate-supported  institution, 
when  compared  with  one  dependent  on  fluctuating  sub- 
scriptions; and  they  transferred  their  collection  to  the 
Town,  as  a  free  gift.  The  '  Free  Library '  was  opened  on 
the  third  of  March,  1853.  After  four  years'  experience  of 
the  working  of  the  Library  rate,  and  of  the  enjoyment  of 
its  results,  the  Trustees  of  the  new  institution  reported  as 
follows  :  '*  It  is  undoubtedly  true  that  no  act  of  the  muni- 
cipal authorities  of  New  Bedford  has  reached  with  its 
recreative  and  improving  operation  so  large  a  part  of  our 
population,  and  probably  none  has  ever  met  so  universally 
and  deeply  the  approbation  of  the  people.  A  Free  Public 
Library  is  the  crowning  glory  of  that  system  of  public 
education  which  has  been,  from  our  earliest  historv,  the 
pride  of  Massachusetts/' 
fi/yzx.r«-         rpj^g  jy^^^   Bedford  Town    Library   began    with    5961 

it^dfo.j.       volumes  of  printed  books  (including  the  *  Social  •  Library,' 

p. 4        '    formed  many  years  before).     In  1857  the  collection  had 

increased  to  about  0000  volumes.     And  in  that  year  a  new 

Krfctionofii  l)nil(lincT  was  erected   fc^r  its  reception — >vith  ample  pro- 
new  Library  "  »  t-         i 

building  nt     vision  for  future  growth — at  a  cost,  exclusive  of  the  pur- 
chase-money  of  the  site,  of  about  £7,400. 


CITY  LIBKAUY  OF  NEW  BEDFORD. 


In  accordance  with  the  regulations  established  by  a  joinl- 
KOominittee  of  Town  Councillors  and  inhabitants,  "  all  adult 
^residents  are  entitled  to  the  privilege  of  taking  books  from 
the  Library,  and  nil  minors  upon  production  of  an  order 
from  a  resident  adult." 

During  the  first  year  of  the  working  of  the  Libmry 

» 20,843  volumes  were  lent  to  2951  borrowers.  In  the 
second  year,  20,041  volumes,  to  3183  borrowers.  In  the 
third  year,  23,240  volumes,  to  3937  borrowers. 

On  the  subject  of  the  care  taken  of  the  books  lent  the 
Committee  reports  thus: — "  When  forty  thousand  volumes 
had  been  taken  from  this  Library,  by  everybody  who  cared 
to  n|]p[y,  an  examination  disclosed  the  fact  that  but  sixty 

»  volumes  were  missing,  ....  The  convenient  loca- 
tion of  the  Library,"  continues  the  Report,  "  the  liberality 
€>f  its  arrangements,  and  the  quiet  and  deconim  which 
pervades  the  place  have  attracted  thither  that  class  of  the 
population  which  has  hitherto  seldom  been  found  visiting 

»our  Public  Libraries No  breach  of  the  Uules 
has  interfered  with  the  pleasant  and  profitable  use  of  the 
rooms  by  any  portion  of  our  people." 

On  the  important  point  of  the  selection  of  bonks  for  the 

Library,  and  the  absence  of  all  difficulty  or  discussion  in 

connection  with  the  performance  of  that  sometimes  crucial 

^L  task,  the  Trustees  thus  express  themselves  : — "  While  eare 

^Biias  been  taken  that  no  publication  injurious  to  the  public 

^"  morals  should  find  a  place  upon    our   shelves,    we  have 

endeavoured  to  divest  ourselves,  in    our  efforts  to  place 

before  our  fellow-citizens  the  means  of  a  more  extensive 

and  genial  culture,  of  all  narrow  and  sectarian  paitialities. 

In  this  respect  we  are  gratified  to  be  able  to  stale  that  no 

^_  difference  of  opinion  has  fur  a  single  moment  iuternipted 

^Kthe  harmony  and  unnnimity  of  our  proceedings." 

L  • 
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City  DocH.  When  speaking  of  the  relative  character  of  the  popular 
jr!//'rXiM5^  demand  for  particidar  classes  of  literature,  there  is  a  passage 
pp.  80, 81.     j^  ^^g  ^f  ^^  Reports  which  seems  to  indicate  some  diffiBr- 

ence  of  experience  between  the  small  Free  Libnuy  of  New 
Bedford  and  the  large  Free  Library  of  Boston.  It  is  the 
more  notable  as  being  apparently  independent  of  the 
differences  which  must  necessarily  exist  in  the  relative  pro- 
vision of  books  in  each  of  them.  At  Boston  it  is  found 
that,  as  respects  the  use  made  of  historical  books,  there  is 
less  demand  for  those  on  the  national  history  than  for  works 
which  treat  of  foreign  history.  At  New  Bedford,  American 
history  is  found  to  be  in  greater  demand  than  foreign. 
Next  after  books  on  America  came  books  about  the  French 
Revolution.  Concerning  the  first  Napoleon,  in  particular, 
popular  curiosity  is  found  to  be  enduring  and  insatiable. 

The  annual  growth  of  the  library — after  due  allowance 
for  outworn  books — may  be  taken  at  about  eight  hundred 
volumes.  In  1809,  therefore,  the  New  Bedford  Library 
may  be  estimated  as  containing  nearly  18,000  volumes. 
The  total  sura  expended  upon  it  from  municipal  funds, 
from  the  beginning,  is  stated  to  be  about  £15,000, 

Krrc  Library  Thc  '  City  Public  Library  '  of  Newburyport  was  founded 
ofNowbury.   ^^^  ygj^j.  jj^j^^,  ^\^^^^  ^^Lbi  of  Ncw  Bcdford.     It  contained,  in 

port.  •'  ' 

1 857,  a  collection  of  8493  volumes.  Within  that  limit,  "every 
department  of  literature,"  it  is  said,  in  one  of  the  Reports^ 
"  is  represented  by  the  best  authors.  The  issues,  of  the 
same  year,  to  borrowers  amounted  to  29,562  volumes. 
This  Library  found  two  most  liberal  benefactors  in  Josiah 
Little,  of  Newburyport,  and  in  Matthew  Sawyer,  of 
Boston,  each  of  whom  gave  to  it  the  sum  of  one  thousand 
pounds. 
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South  Danvers  received  a  still  larger  benefaction  for 
library  purposes — ^in  union  with  others  of  an  educational 
kind — at  the  hands  of  a  man  whose  munificence  has  become 
not  a  whit  less  famous  in  Europe  than  in  America. 
George  Peabody  gave  six  thousand  pounds  to  that  town,  F^L^ibmJ 
in  the  year  1852,  for  the  establishment  of  a  *  Lyceum/  to  ^^°^ 
contain  a  '  Free  Town  Library/  open  to  every  inhabitant. 

The  gift  was  made  upon  a  public  occasion.  It  wiis  an 
occasion  of  a  kind,  which — greatly  to  their  honour — 
Americans  never  fail  to  observe  with  due  solemnity,  and 
the  observance  of  which  they  very  frequently  mark  by 
patriotic  deeds,  as  well  as  by  festive  ceremonies. 

South  Danvers  attained  the  one  hundredth  anniversary  of 
its  municipal  incorporation  on  the  sixteenth  of  June,  1852. 
That  day  was  chosen  by  Mr.  Peabody  for  his  public  gift  to 
his  birthplace.  Presently  afterwards,  he  added  to  his  large 
contribution  in  money  two  thousand  five  hundred  volumes 
of  excellent  books,  chiefly  purchased  in  London,  by  way 
of  groundwork  for  the  Free  Library.  In  1857  the  collec- 
tion was  rapidly  approximating  to  6000  volumes.  It  may 
now,  probably,  be  estimated  as  nearly  10,000  volumes ; 
and  is  very  largely  used. 

Many  other  towns  of  Massachusetts  have  followed,  or  are 
now  in  course  of  following  along  the  same  path.  Few  of 
them  can  hope  to  find  benefactors  who  combine  at  once  the 
princely  liberality,  and  the  princely  means,  of  a  George 
Peabody  or  of  a  Joshua  Bates.  Not  a  few  of  them,  how- 
ever, will  be  sure  to  meet  with  some  large-hearted  and  open- 
handed  helper  or  other  in  the  good  work  of  giving  to  an 
admirable  system  of  Free  Schools  its  appropriate  supplement 
of  an  equally  efficient  system  of  Free  Libraries.  It  is  among 
the  special  advantages  of  the  rate-supported  method   of 
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sustaining  them  that  it  offers  powerFuI  inducements,  to  men 
endowed  with  public  spirit,  to  aid  in  founding  and  in 
equipping  such  institutions  for  their  work,  whikt  at  the 
same  time  it  lifts  the  institutions  altogether  above  depen- 
dence upon  mere  gifts.  That  insured  public  permanence 
of  support  is  an  incentive  to  private  liberality,  not  a  dis* 
couragement  or  supersession  of  it,  would  be  sufficiently 
proved  by  the  history  of  the  Free  Libraries  of  Massachusetts, 
were  there,  as  yet,  no  proof  of  it  elsewhere.  The  proof, 
however,  is  redundant. 

We  have  now  to  turn  to  the  history  of  an  American 
Free  Library  which  has  been,  entirely  and  exclusively,  a 
private  gift  made  for  public  uses. 


CHAPTER  IV. 

HISTORY  aF  THE  A8T0B  FREE  LWBABY  OF  THE  CITY  OF 
NEW  YORK;  WITH  SOME  NOTICE  OF  ITS  FOUNDER. 

The  Founder  and  hia  American  career — The  WiU  of  1839. — Preliminary 
steps  towards  the  creaition  of  the  Astor Library  in  theFownder^s  lifetime, — 
Incorporation  of  the  Astor  Trustees, — The  Library  Building. — The 
Booh  Purchases  in  various  parts  of  Europe  of  Dr.  CogsweU, — The 
Library  BeguUdions  and  method  of  working.  —  The  StaUstics  and 
Bestdts. 

John   Jacob   Astor   was   a  native  of  the  yillaffe  of  The  rounder 

-  -  of  the  Astor 

Waldorf,  in  the  Duchy  of  Baden,  where  he  was  born  on  ubrery 
the  17th  of  July,  1763,  He  left  his  birthplace  to  seek  his 
fortune  in  a  wider  sphere  of  labour,  before  he  was  nineteen 
years  old.  After  a  brief  stay  in  London,  he  set  out  for 
America  in  the  autumn  of  1783,  but  the  March  of  1784 
had  arrived,  before  the  vessel  in  which  he  sailed  landed  him 
at  Baltimore.  An  incident  that  grew  out  of  the  unexpected 
detention  on  shipboard  gave,  as  it  seems,  an  impulse  and 
direction  to  his  whole  subsequent  life. 

When  he  left  England,  it  appears  to  have  been  Astor's 
purpose  to  establish  himself  as  a  dealer  in  musical  instru- 
ments. An  elder  brother,  who  had  settled  in  London  some 
years  earlier,  was  already  in  that  trade,  and  by  him  Jacob 
Astor  was  supplied  with  a  consignment  of  goods  for  the 
American  market.  When  his  ship  got  into  Chesapeake 
Bay  the  ice-masses  of  an  unusually  fierce  winter  kept  it 
there,  weatherbound,  for  almost  three  months.  To  a 
youthful  passenger  of  sanguine  temperament,  just  entering 
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on  active  life,  and  resolutely  bent  on  so  wooing  Fortune  as ' 
to  win  lier,  it  must  needs  have  been  a  weary  time.  He 
wiled  away  some  of  the  long  days  of  detention  by  intermi- 
nable conversations  with  a  German  fellow-traveller.  Astor's 
new  friend  was  a  furrier,  and  on  the  brilliant  prospects  of  a 
vast  fur  trade  to  come,  along  the  then  unexplored  or  but 
half-explored  frontiers  of  the  American  States,  his  powers 
of  talk  were  great.  The  listener  already  knew  something  of 
the  practical  difficulties  and  of  the  political  jealousies  which 
were  likely,  for  a  long  time,  to  hamper  commercial  enter- 
prise in  that  direction.  But  these  conversations  on  ship- 
board seem  to  have  given  shape  and  colour  to  all  the  future 
plans  of  his  mercantile  career. 

In  those  days  the  most  enterprising  of  men  did  not,  it 
seems,  expect  to  leap  from  poverty  to  wealth,  as  if  under 
the  wand  of  a  magician.  For  ten  years  Astor  toiled 
quietly  and  steadily  on,  making  the  most  of  small  but 
increasing  opportunities,  as  each  of  them  opened  before 
him.  His  frugality  was  as  conspicuous  as  his  industry. 
Large  enterprise  to  come  was  always  before  his  mind,  but 
he  knew  that  the  persistent  storing-up  of  the  small  gains  of 
the  present  would  be  the  best  possible  starting-point  for  the 
great  undertakings  of  the  future.  And  he  .vas  constantly 
looking  forward  to  the  ultimate  relinquishment,  in  favour 
of  the  United  States,  of  the  British  military  outposts  on  the 
frontiers,  as  to  a  coming  event  which  would  be  the  opening 
of  a  new  realm  to  mercantile  eflTort.  During  nearly  ten 
years  after  Jacob  Astor's  first  establishment  in  business, 
those  outposts  were  retained,  and  the  commerce  between 
the  new  republic  and  Canada  was  kept  within  very  narrow 
limits.  But  the  treaty  of  1794  surrendered  the  outposts  to 
the  United  States,  and  removed  many  restrictions  on  trade 


ASTOR'S  PLANS  OF  COLONIZATION,  ETC.         311 

of  various  kinds.  More  especially,  it  cleared  the  way  for  a 
vast  commerce  in  peltries. 

It  was  for  this  opening  to  a  new  and  great  enterprise 
that  AsTOR  had  patiently  waited,  and  had  steadily  hoarded 
up  his  previous  gains.  He  had  met,  as  yet,  with  no 
wonderful  success  in  trade.  He  had  but  received  the  usual 
reward  of  a  more  than  usual  degree  of  steady  industry.  He 
now  ventured  his  savings  with  a  boldness  not  less  marked 
than  had  been  his  previous  patience.  Before  the  close  of 
1801  he  had  so  pushed  the  new  opportunities  of  the  fur 
trade,  as  to  have  realized,  for  himself,  at  least  £50,000 
sterling,  and  to  have  put  many  men,  beside  himself,  on  the 
road  to  competence.  He  had  also  won  a  conspicuous  posi- 
tion by  commerce,  without  enslaving  himself  to  it. 

In  1801,  however,  A STOR  was  but  on  the  threshold,  so  to 
speak,  of  those  plans  of  novel  enterprise  which,  within  a  Astori  plans 

,  .  ...  ofCoIoniza- 

few  years  more,  were  to  make  nis  name  well-known  through-  uonincon- 
out  the  world.  In  1809  he  founded  the  'American  Fur 
Company,'  and  by  its  operations  speedily  carried  the  trade 
in  peltries  into  far  remote  parts  of  the  Indian  territories, 
theretofore  utterly  unknown  to  commerce  of  any  kind.  It 
was  Astor's  ambition  to  become  a  colonizer,  as  well  as  a 
pioneer  both  in  trade  and  in  geographical  discovery.  That 
romantic  portion  of  his  far-spread  undertakings  which  com- 
prised the  successive  expeditions  to  the  shores  of  the 
Columbia  of  the  ship  '  Tonquin '  and  her  consorts,  has 
been  made  as  well  known  to  European  readers  as  to 
American  readers  by  the  Astoria  of  Washington  Irving. 

The  intended  colony  at  the  mouth  of  the  Oregon  failed. 
But  its  failure  resulted  neither  from  want  of  sagacity,  nor 
from  want  of  reasonable  perseverance  on  the  promoters 
part.  There  is  fair  ground  for  the  assertion  that,  had  his 
agents  possessed  only  a  small  share  of  his  own  wisdom  and 
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fiininess,  tlie  success  of  the  colony — in  all  human  probaa 
Hty — would  iiave  been  as  conspicuous  as  were  the  successes 
of  his  other  plans  for  turning  the  furs  of  the  wild  Indian 
territodes  into  the  instruments  of  a  world-wide  trade;  and 
of  all  that  eventually  flows  therefrom.  In  this  man's  hands 
peltries  became,  surely  though  indirectly,  civilising  agents 
in  far  distant  [)arts  of  the  world,  as  well  as  sources 
of  vast  immediate  wealth,  and  also  of  an  expanding  re-pro- 
ductivenesSj  to  American  commerce. 

Astor's  personal  prosperity  was  largely  promoted  by 
methods  of  investment  which  very  often  had, — like  so  many 
of  his  commercial  enterprises, — a  direct  tendency  to  pro- 
mote the  common  interests  of  his  fellow-citizens,  as  well  as 
Ilia  own.  It  is  more  than  can  be  said  of  some  among  his 
compeers  in  the  front  rank  of  leviathan  capitalists. 

Notable  among  these  were  his  land  investments  in  and 
about  the  city  of  New  York.  Dming  many  of  his  most 
successful  years  as  a  merchant,  Astor  is  said  to  liave  in- 
vested fully  two  thirds  of  his  net  profits  in  the  purchase  of 
land.  He  bought  with  great  judgment,  and  occasionally 
built  on  his  '  city  plots '  in  a  way  which  contributed  tu 
public  advantage,  whilst  it  largely  increased  his  own  wealth. 
Along  with  New  York  he  had  prospered,  in  a  degree  of 
which  there  are  but  few  examples.  His  bequest  to  that 
City  has  ensured  the  perpetual  memory  of  his  name  among 
its  public  benefactors.  But  he  had  faiily  won  some  place 
on  the  roll  even  prior  to  the  making  of  his  Will. 

In  that  instrument  Mr.  Astor  thus  expresses  his  pur- 
pose ; — "  Desiring  to  render  a  public  benefit  to  the  City  of 
New  York,  and  to  contribnie  to  the  advancement  of  human 
knowledge  and  the  general  good  of  society,  I  do,  by  this 
codicil,  appropriate  four  hundred  thousand  dolhirs  (£80,000 
sterling)  out  of  my  residuary  estate  to  the  esfid)lishnicnt  4 
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a  Public  Library  in  the  City  of  New  York  .  ,  .  .  to  tlie 
itttent  that  the  said  amount  be  disposed  of  as  follows : — 
namely,  (1)  in  the  erecting  of  a  suitable  building  for  a 
Public  Library;  (2)  in  furnishing  and  supplying  the  same 
froir.  time  to  time  with  books,  maps,  charts,  .  .  .  furniture, 
and  other  things  appertaining  to  a  Library  for  general  use, 
upon  the  most  ample  scale  and  liberal  cliaracter;  (3)  in 
maintaining  and  upholding  the  building  and  other  property, 
and  in  defraying  the  necessary  expenses  of  the  accommodation 
of  the  persons  consulting  the  Library.  The  said  Library  is 
to  be  accessible  at  all  reasonable  times  and  hours  for  general 

use,  free  of  expense,  to  persons  resorting  thereto I 

further  direct  that  a  sum  not  exceeding  seventy-five  thou- 
sand dollars  (£1 5,000)  may  be  expended  in  the  erection  of  a 
building  for  the  Library ;  one  hundred  and  twenty  thou- 
sand dollars  (£24,000)  may  be  expended  in  the  purchase  of 
books ;  .  .  .  and  the  remainder  shall  be  invested  as  a  fund 
for  maintaining  and  gradually  increasing  the  Library." 

Nearly  nine  years  intervened  between  the  execution  of 
the  Will  and  the  death  of  the  Testator.     His  first  thought  t 
seems  to  have  been  that  he  would  establish  tlie  Library  \ 
during  his  lifetime.     lie  even  entered  into  a  negotiation  ^ 
with  the  representatives  of  Count  Boutoiu'lin,  a  celebrated 
hook  collector,  for  the  purchase,  in  its  entirety,  of  a  library 
which  was  then  at  Florence.     That  collection   comprised 
about  twelve  thousand  volumes.     It  was  ofiered  to  Astor 
at  a  price  equal  to  about  £10,^00  sterHng.     He  sent  an 
agent  to  Florence,  with  instructions  to  effect  the  purchase, 
but  before  the  messenger  arrived  in  that  city  the  library 
:d  l>een  removed  to  Paris.     The  negotiation  failed.     Had 
lit  succeeded,  the  Astor  Library  would  have  liad,  as  its 
lundation,  a  collection  eminently  rich  in  rare  and  choice 
ik:»,  and  in  biblingrapliiciil  curiosities  of  many  kinds,  as 
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well  as  respectably  equipped  in  certain  sections  of  a  sub- 
stantial library  ;  but  there  is  good  reason  to  think  that,  on 
the  whole,  a  better  library  has  actually  been  formed  than 
could  well  have  been  built  upon  the  Boutoublin  Collec- 
tion as  a  basis. 

Jhl's^'fOTthc  '^^^^  ^^^^  books  which  were  purchased  as  the  germ  of  the 
AstorLibrary.  futurc  Astor  Library  were  acquired,  in  New  York  itself, 
about  six  months  before  the  execution  of  Mr.  Astor's 
Will.  They  were  obtained  at  the  sale  of  a  collection 
belonging  to  Major  Douglass.  The  only  book  bought^ 
expressly  for  the  new  library,  by  the  founder  himself  was 
Audubon's  Birds  of  America. 

Mr.  AsTOR  died  on  the  29th  of  March,  1848.  At  that 
time  the  nascent  collection  comprised  little  more  than  a 
thousand  volumes.  His  first  Trustees  had  been  named  by 
himself.  At  their  head  stood  Washington  Irving,  the 
Founder's  beloved  friend,  and  William  Astor,  his  son, — 
that  early  friend  of  Christian  Charles  Bunsen,  whose  name 
occurs  so  frequently  in  some  of  the  early  chapters  of  the 
recent  '  Memoirs  of  Bunsen!  From  the  first,  the  son  entered 
ardently  into  his  father's  plans  for  the  future  institution, 
which  in  subsequent  years  he  has,  in  many  ways,  fostered 
and  enlarged. 

Astor's  Tnistees  were  incorporated,  by  an  Act  of  the 
Legislature  of  New  York,  bearing  date  on  the  18th  of 
lucurpomtioii  Jauuary,  1849.  The  Founder  had  directed  that  the  Chan- 
Tm\"ir  ^^^^^^  ^f  ^^^^  State,  and  the  Mayor  of  the  City,  for  the  time 
being,  should  be  Trustees,  ecc  officio.  Among  the  other 
members  of  the  Board  are  Fitz-Grccn  Halleck,  the  well- 
known  poet,  and  Joseph  Cogswell,  the  first  Librarian  of 
the  Astor  Library. 

The  Act  of  Incorporation  provides  that  all  the  property 
of  the  Astor  Trust,  real  and  personal,  *'  shall  be  exempt  from 
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taxation  in  the  same  manner 'as  that  of  the  other  incor- 
porated Pubhc  Libraries  of  this  State  ;"  and  it  enacts  that 
*'  the  said  Trustees  shall  in  the  month  of  January  of  every 
year  make  a  Report  to  the  Legislature  ....  of  the 
said  Library,  of  the  funds  and  other  property  of  the  Cor- 
poration, and  of  its  receipts  and  expenditure  during  each 
year." 

In  the  erection  of  the  building  the  Trustees  gave  an 
excellent  augury  of  wise  and  prudent  management,  by 
eflFecting  its  entire  completion,  structurally,  at  an  expendi- 
ture which  was  within  the  sum  stipulated  by  the  Founder. 
They  did  not  hesitate  at  an  excess,  over  the  estimate,  in  the 
primary  article  of  books,  but  they  precluded  all  danger  of 
the  starving  of  the  library  by  any  extravagant  outlay  on  its 
mere  receptacle. 

Some  of  those  who  have  visited  the  Astor  Library  de- 
scribe its  architecture  as  Ilorentine,  and  others  as  Byzantine.  ^J^^^' 
Both  terms  are  somewhat  indefinite,  but,  in  its  ordinary  Building. 
acceptation,  the  latter  term  seems  to  indicate*  the  character 
of  the  building  most  nearly.  It  is  situated  in  Lafayette 
Place, — a  central  and  easily  accessible  position.  The 
building  was  designed  by  Alexander  Saeltzer,  a  pupil  of 
ScHiNKEL,  of  Munich.  Its  principal  details  are  thus 
described :  "  The  front — which  has  perhaps  too  little  mass 
or  '  spread  ^  for  effect — is  rendered  somewhat  imposing  by 
the  deeply  recessed  and  arched  doors  and  windows,  the  rich 
brown-stone  mouldings  and  mullions,  and  still  more  by  the 
boldly  projecting  cornice,  corbels,  and  entablature, — all 
beautifully  wrought  in  the  same  material.  On  opening  the 
main  entrance  door,  the  eye  falls  at  once  upon  a  beautiful 
flight  of  thirty-six  broad  marble  steps  leading,  between 
straight  walls  of  solid  mason  work,  to  the  second  floor  of 
the  building, — which  is  the  main  floor  of  the  Library.  The 
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principal  room  is  n  hundred  feet  in  length,  by  sixty-four  iu 
width,  and  sixty  in  height.  It  is  lighted  by  windows  at 
either  end  and  by  a  long  and  broad  skylight.  Several 
alcoves,  or  recesses,  open  both  in  front  and  in  rear,  fill  up 
the  space  on  each  side  of  the  room,  from  the  side  walls  to 
the  coluuiiis  which  support  the  roof,  leaving  corridors  of 
conununication,  two  and  a  half  feet  in  width,  along  the 
walls.  This  one  room  will  hold  one  hundred  thousand 
volumes.  Each  alcove  has  a  liglit  gallery,  eleven  feet  above 
the  floor ;  and  the  galleries,  extended  in  front  of  tlie  wall- 
shelves,  form  a  continued  corridor  from  end  to  end.  Within 
the  coluunis  which  support  the  roof,  the  room  is  open  from 
the  floor  to  the  skylight,  but  is  divided  into  two  stories 
between  those  columns  and  the  outer  walls.  In  the  second 
story,  there  is  a  series  of  alcoves  exactly  coriesponding  to 
that  upon  tlie  first  floor,  and  with  similar  galleries  above. 
That  pai't  of  the  Library  which  is  divided  into  alcoves  is 
separated  from  the  open  area  iu  the  centre  by  a  light 
iron  railing-  The  open  area  is  provided  with  reading 
tables." 

The  cost  of  the  fittings — which  are  of  somewhat  elabo- 
rate character — was  not  included  in  the  specified  £15,000 
for  the  structure  ;  but  it  was  wholly  defrayed  by  sur{)ius 
interest,  which  had  accrued  from  the  Fonndci''s  bequest. 

The  purchases  of  Books  for  the  Astor  Library  were  en- 
trusted to  a  man  already  marked  out  for  the  task  by  the 
Founder,  and  who  had  actually  been  busied  about  it,  at 
intervals,  during  Mr.  Astor's  lifetime.  Possessing  great 
bibliographical  acquirements,  and  well  _acquainted  with  the 
Continent  of  Europe  and  with  its  book-marts.  Dr.  Cogs- 
WELi,  was  eminently  fitted  for  a  trust  on  the  able  execution 
of  which  the  enduring  public  usefnlticss  of  the  new  library 
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must  mainly  depend.  In  the  discharge  of  that  trast  he 
made  three  several  journeys  to  Europe  (1848-49  ;  1851  ; 
1852),  and  in  the  course  of  them  examined  almost  every 
noted  market  for  books,  within  a  range  which  extended 
from  Rome  in  the  South,  to  Stockholm  in  the  North,  of 
Europe.  In  these  successive  journeys  an  aggregrate  col- 
lection of  about  64,000  volumes,  embracing  all  the  literary 
tongues  of  Europe  and  not  a  few  of  those  of  Oriental 
countries,  was  purchased. 

The  aggregate  cost   to  the  Astor  trust-fund,  of  these 
purchases  appears  to  have  but  little  exceeded  £20,000. 
They  included  a  noble  collection  of  books  in  all  branches 
of  technology — Trade,  Commerce,  Mechanical  and  Indus- 
trial Arts ;  application  of  the  Arts  of  Design  to  Manufac- 
tures and  to  all  departments  of  practical  industry — ^but  the 
cost  of  these  (about  £2500)  was  wholly  defrayed  by  Mr. 
William  B.  Astor.     They  included  also  a  series  of  books  ^^/^y 
on  bibliography,  extending  to  nearly  five  thousand  volumes.  ^*^^«/ 
The  collection  of  this  bibliographical  apparatus  was  Dr.  *r««y,i8w. 
Cogswell's  first  care.     He  regarded  it  as  the  essential  ^ 
preliminary  of  the  task  entrusted  to  him  ;  and,  when  it  had  ' 
served  its  immediate  purpose,  he  added  the  whole  series  to 
the   Library   as    his    personal   contribution   towards    the 
stock. 

It  is  obvious  that  book- purchases  on  so  large  a  scale  can 
but  rarely  have  been  made  for  any  one  library,  within  a 
period  of  time  so  brief.  More  rarely  still  have  large  pur- 
chases been  made  after  so  wide  an  examination  of  the 
book-markets.  And  there  was,  besides,  something  in  the 
special  political  circumstances  of  that  distracted  epoch  in 
European  history — 1848-52 — which  must  have  consider- 
ably increased  the  ordinary  opportunities  of  a  vigilant  and 
energetic  collector.     Whether  or  not  Dr.  Cogswell  kept 
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any  diary  of  the  incidents  of  his  long  book-chase  I  am 
wholly  ignorant,  but  if  any  such  record  was  made  it  could 
scarcely  fail  to  contain  some  curious  contributions  towards 
the  history  of  the  modern  trade  in  books. 

When  the  European  purchases  came  to  be  added  to  the 
acquisitions  which  had  been  made  in  markets  nearer  home 
they  were  found  to  present  an  aggregate  of  78,230  volumes, 
as  the  foundation  collection  of  the  Astor  Library.  Regarded 
as  the  basis  of  a  library  already  possessed  of  sure  and 
permanent  means  of  increase,  it  may  be  said  that  every 
class  of  literature  was  more  than  respectably  represented, 
whilst  several  leading  classes  were  already  excellently 
furnished.  No  one  department  was  so  equipped  as  quite 
to  throw  the  other  into  shade.  But  two  or  three  depart- 
ments were  so  well  filled  up,  even  before  the  public  opening 
of  the  library,  with  "  the  best  works  of  the  best  authors,*' 
as  certainly  to  eclipse  every  other  collection  previously 
formed  on  American  soil. 

Putting  the  relative  proportions  of  the  original  Library 
into  their  briefest  expression,  the  78,230  volumes  of  1863 
may  be  said  to  have  been  thus  composed : — 
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Collection.    1853. 


I.  Theology 3,752 

II.  Philosophy  (Moral  and  Mental)       ....  1,500 

III.  History     (History;     Biogi-aphy;     Voyages    and 

Travels) 20,350 

IV.  Politics  and  Law 5,987 

V.  Sciences  and  Arts 20,500 

VI.  Literature  and  Polyoraphy       ....  26,141 

Total 78,230 
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Of  the  20,350  historical  volumes,  3407  related  to  the 
history  of  America.  Probably  more  than  one  or  two 
American  Hbraries  could  already  show  a  larger  provision  of 
books  on  the  national  archaeology.  During  the  last  fifteen 
years  the  Astor  collection  on  that  subject  has  been  con- 
siderably augmented.  But  the  recent  union  of  the  Library 
of  Congress  at  Washington  with  that  formed  in  the  same 
city  by  Mr.  Peter  Force,  the  special  strength  of  which  lay 
in  American  history — probably  places  the  one  national 
library  of  the  United  States  beyond  competition — as  indeed 
it  ought  to  be — in  that  particular  department,  taken  as  a 
whole.  On  the  other  hand,  the  Astor  Library  was  so  care- 
fully furnished,  at  the  outset,  with  the  works  of  Spanish 
writers  relating  to  America — ^many  of  which  are  of  most 
difficult  attainment — as  to  win  for  it  a  pre-eminence  of  its 
own,  in  certain  branches,  which  it  is  not  likely  to 
lose. 

Of  the  20,500  volumes  on  Sciences  and  Arts  nearly  one 
half  belonged  (in  almost  equal  proportion)  to  the  two 
sections,  *  Mathematics  '  and  '  Natural  History.'  In  the 
former  it  started  with  one  of  the  most  notable  of  the  few 
entire  '  collections  '  which  were  purchased  for  the  Astor 
Trustees, — that,  namely,  which  had  been  formed  by  Mr. 
Samuel  Ward,  in  whose  library  a  considerable  portion  of 
that  of  the  French  mathematician,  Adrian  Mary  Legendre, 
had  merged ;  together,  as  it  seems,  with  part  of  the  library 
of  our  own  H alley. 

In  Natural  History  the  purchases  included  a  large  series 
of  superbly  illustrated  works  of  great  price  and — as  to  some 
of  them — of  great  rarity. 

In  the  department  which  it  is  usual  to  speak  of,  dis- 
tinctively, as  *  Literature,^  were  comprised  about  3100 
volumes  in  the  classical  languages  and  their  critical  appa- 
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ratus  ;  a  like  number  of  volumes  in  French  polite  literature; 
about  fourteen  hundred  volumes  in  the  literature  of  Germany; 
and  more  than  eiglit  hundred  in  Scandinavinn  literature.  In 
linguistics,  the  collection  embraced  a  good  provision  cf 
Dictionaries  and  Grammatical  works,  for  one  hundred  and 
four  several  languages. 

In  Theology,  the  aim  was  wisely  restricted  to  the  obtain- 
ment  of  an  excellent  series  of  books,  in  very  few  branches. 
Texts  and  versions  of  the  Holy  Scriptures  ;  the  Benedictine 
Editions  of  the  Fathers  of  the  Church,  and  those  of  some 
of  the  chief  of  the  meilicpval  theologians  ;  the  great  colicf- 
tions  of  Councils  anJ  Synods ;  and  finitlly  the  writings  of 
those  among  the  English  Divines,  from  the  dann  of  tiie 
UeFonuation  downwards,  who  rank  as  classics  in  their  kind, 
were  collected  ;  and  most  of  the  oilier  portions  of  the  vast 
field  of  theology  were,  for  the  time,  passed  over. 

Knough  has  been  said  to  show  that  both  the  judgment 
and  the  patient  industry  with  which  Mr.  Astor's  project 
was  carried  into  execution  were  worthy  of  the  munificence 
and  the  public  spirit  that  formed  the  plan  of  the  Astor 
Library,  and  provided  the  means  of  creating  it.  Nor  were 
the  regulations  under  which  it  was  opened  to  the  Public — 
on  the  first  day  of  February,  1S54 — less  worthy  of  the 
Founder  and  the  foundation  ;  taking  these  regulations  as  a 
whole,  and  admitting  that,  on  certain  points  of  detail, 
they  are  obviously  susceptible  of  improvement.  Their 
main  provisions  nra  thus; — (1)  The  Library  is  open  every 
day,  Sundays  and  established  holydays  excepted,  from  ten 
o'clock  in  the  morning  until  half  an  hour  before  simset. 
(2)  Admission  is  free  to  all  persons  above  sixteen  years  of 
age.  (3)  When  a  book  is  wanted,  its  title  is  to  be  written 
upon  !i  ticket  with  the  mime  of  the  applicant,  The  ticket 
is  then  to  be  given  to  an  attendant,  who  will  look  out  the 
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book,  if  it  be  in  the  library,  and  put  it  into  the  bands  of 
the  reader  without  delay.  (4)  Readers  must  return  their 
books  before  leaving  the  Library  and  take  back  their 
tickets  ;  otherwise  they  continue  responsible  for  the  books 
delivered,  (o)  No  person  is  allowed  to  enter  the  alcoves,  or 
to  remove  a  book  from  its  place,  unless  he  be  accompanied 
by  an  officer  of  the  Library.  (6)  Readei-s  who  wish  to  con- 
sult costly  works  of  art  must  make  special  application  for 
that  purpose.  (7)  Li  taking  notes  from  books,  pencils,  not 
pen  and  ink,  are  to  be  used. 

The  regulation  which  assigns  to  attendants  of  the  Library,  ^^  ^^- 
not  to  readers  in  the  reading  room,  the  ordinary  d///^  of  cai-iogon 
searching  the  Catalogues,  in  order  to  find  the  local  place,  or 
press-mark  of  the  book,  is  not  without  its  obvious  draw- 
backs of  contingent  or  possible  disadvantage,  in  certain 
cases.  Occasionally,  careless  or  ignorant  applicants  wUI 
consume  the  time  of  busy  functionaries  in  a  tedious  search 
for  books  of  which  the  titles  have  been  given  with  avoid- 
able and  gross  inaccuracy  ;  now  and  again,  the  search  will 
be  for  books  wliich  have  never  had  an  existence  in  any 
Ubrary.  But  there  is  a  fair  probability  that,  on  the  whole, 
the  majority  of  readers  will  be  better  served — even  under 
ordinary  circumstances — by  such  a  system  of  search  than 
by  any  other.  Nor  is  this  all.  In  any  largely  frequented 
library  the  establishment  and  fair  working-out  of  such  a 
system  would  make  the  provision  of  a  Catalogue,  according 
to  (he  Huhjecl-matter  of  books,  absolutely  and  obviously  in- 
dispensable. In  libraries  which, — in  other  respects, — are 
admirably  furnished  and  admirably  managed,  the  want  of 
such  a  Catalogue  compels  uiaiiy  readers  to  throw  away  the 
labour  of  many  days.  Not  infrequently,  it  deprives  them, 
altogether,  of  information  with  which  the  Library  is,  never- 

Endanlly  stored,  but  the  existence  of  which  is 
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quite  undiscoverable  in  a  Catalogue  arranged  merely  under 
the  names  of  Authors.  Here,  then,  the  reader  has  an 
advantage  so  ample  as  to  be  more  than  a  coonterpoiae  to 
many  minor  disadvantages.  But  it  is  equally  plain  that» 
under  all  circumstances,  every  possible  facility  sbould  be 
given  to  readers  for  the  personal  search  of  the  Gatalogoei 
at  their  own  discretion. 

Income  «nd  Whcu  thc  Astor  Library  was  first  opened  to  the  Public; 
ofthoAitor  its  annual  income  was  £2483.  Its  ordinary  expenditme 
Library.       .^  ^y^^  ^^^^  ^^  mainteuauce  was  then  £1182,  leaving  an 

annual  balance  available  for  purchases  and  for  bookbinding 
of  £1341.  In  1863  the  ordinary  costs  of  maintenanoe  had 
increased.  The  growth  of  the  Library,  say  the  Tnutees  in 
their  Report  to  the  Senate  of  New  York  made  in  the 
following  year,  **  has  been  retarded  by  the  high  rates  d 
foreign  exchange,  which  have  necessarily  impaired  the 
ability  of  the  Trustees  to  purchase  books  in  Europe."  In 
that  year  the  amount  expended  on  books  was  somewhat 
less  than  £700.  In  1864  it  was  nearly  £1200.  The 
statement  of  the  '^  oppressive  rate  of  foreign  exchanges 
rendering  it  impossible  to  import  books  from  abioadi 
ofsmauof    exccpt  at  extravagant  prices/'  recurs  in  the  Report  of 

18fi5,No.27.     1865. 

The  Library  is  used  as  a  Consulting  Ciollection  only,  not 
as  a  Lending  Collection.  The  number  of  readers'  tickets 
presented  during  the  first  year  of  its  use  by  the  Public  was 
about  21,000 ;  that  of  volumes  issued  to  readers  about 
64,000.  But  no  details  of  the  character  and  clasaification 
of  the  issues,  no  precise  or  systematic  record  of  the  working 
of  the  Library,  from  year  to  year,  has  yet  been  made  avail- 
able.   The  yearly  reports  to  the  Senate  contain,  occasion- 
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ally,  notices  of  proceedings  at  Berlin,  in  relation  to  Libra- 
ries ;  but  they  contain  not  a  word  about  readers,  or  about 
issues  of  books,  at  New  York. 

The  public  utility  of  such  statistics  stands  in  no  need  of 
demonstration.  The  want  of  them  in  relation  to  the  work- 
ing of  the  Astor  Library  is  its  chief  blemish.  And  the 
want  is  one  which  has  repeatedly  attracted  notice  in 
America.  Writing  at  the  close  of  the  year  1867,  the 
Trustees  of  the  Boston  City  Library, — for  example, — say, 
with  regret,  "  We  have  no  record  of  the  issues  of  the  Astor 
Library  since  the  year  I860."  The  Boston  report  itself  is, 
in  many  respects,  a  model  of  what  such  a  document  should 
be.  That  of  1867  would  almost  serve  as  a  practical 
'  Manual '  for  the  working  of  Town  Libraries. 

The  total  number  of  volumes  in  the  Astor  Library  at  the 
beginning  of  the  year  1864  was  nearly  120,000.  The 
number  of  volumes  added  in  that  year  was  790 ;  in  the 
previous  year,  1660, — of  which  485  were  gifts.  Estimated 
at  the  average  rate  of  annual  increase  as  shown  in  the 
Reports  of  1864  and  1866  the  number  of  volumes  in  1869 
would  amount  to  about  126,000.  The  aggregate  amount 
of  the  expenditure  on  books,  up  to  the  close  of  the  year 
1864,  was  £39,193;  that  of  the  expenditure  on  catalogues 
about  £1400. 

On  his  removal  into  Massachusetts,  in  1864,  Dr. 
CoGSW£LL  resigned  his  seat  at  the  Board  of  Trustees.  His 
colleagues  at  the  Board  expressed  their  deep  sense  of  the 
services  he  had  rendered  to  the  Library  by  a  Resolution  of 
which  the  following  is  part : — "  The  Trustees  of  the  Astor 
Library  deem  it  due  to  their  late  Associate,  and  to  the 
history  of  letters  in  America  to  testify,  not  only  their 
sincere  regret  at  losing  the  benefit  of  his  counsel  and  co- 
operation in  the  management  of  their  trust,  but  their  high 
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appreciation  of  his  valuable  and  long-continued  services  to 
the  institution  from  its  origin, — ^reaching  back  to  his  eailj 
intercourse  with  the  late  Mr.  Astor,  the  honoured  founder 
of  the  Library." 

Besides  the  Astor  Library,  New  York  has  three  other 
'  Free  Libraries/  in  addition  to  its  many  proprietary  and 
subscription  libraries.  That  known  as  the  'Printers*  Free 
Library '  was  originally  founded  as  an  associative  institu- 
tion for  the  members  of  that  particular  trade.  It  was  con- 
verted by  the  owners  into  a  Free  Library, — ^for  use  within 
the  walls, — in  the  year  1850.  It  already  contains  more  than 
4000  volumes.  There  is  a  valuable  medical  library  which 
began  in  like  manner,  and  which  has  been  similarly  thrown 
open  to  the  Public  at  large.  And  there  is  another  libraiy 
larger,  I  believe,  than  cither  of  these,  which  is  freely  open 
to  oil  apprentices  and  others — under  a  certain  age — who 
are  learning  trades  and  handicrafts  in  New  York. 

Taking  into  the  view  Public  Libraries  of  all  kinds^  the 
City  of  New  York  contained,  fourteen  years  ago,  an  aggre- 
gate of  269,197  volumes,  exclusive  of  those  contained  in 
three  public  collections,  of  which  there  are  no  published 
reports  or  available  numerical  returns.  Its  population  at 
that  period  was  somewhat  above  700,000  persons.  At  the 
Census  of  1860 — and  within  the  enumeration  limits  of  that 
period — the  population  had  increased  to  814,277. 


CHAPTER  V. 

DISTRICT,  TOWNSHIP,  AND  OTHER  FREELY^ACCESBIBLE 
LIBRARIES  IN  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

Oenercd  View  of  Free  Toum  Librariea  vxUhin  the  United  Statee  in  1859. — 
Origination  of  the  system  of  Free  District  Librariee  for  'SchooUDiS' 
iricts* — District  Libraries  of  the  State  of  New  York, — Causes  of  the 
recent  Decline  of  the  District  Libraries  of  thai  State — Establishment 
and  growth  of  those  of  Indiana— and  ofOhio.—FracHcal  Deductions, 

In  the  Manual  of  the  Public  Librariea  of  Ainerica^  pub- 
lished, in  1859,  by  Mr.  W.  J.  Rhees,  of  Washington,  it  is 
stated  that  in  that  year  there  were,  in  the  United  States  ^^^*][ 
collectively,  one  hundred  and  fifty-three  libraries  which  are  ^»>rariet  in 
describable  as  *  State,'  '  City/  or  '  Township '   Libraries. 
With  rare  exceptions — so  rare  that  they  will  not  appreci- 
ably affect  the  statistical  results — all  these  collections  are 
freely  accessible ;    at  least,  as  public  rooms  for  readers. 
Many   of  these   are   also   accessible  to   borrowers.     The 
number  is  wholly  exclusive  of  associative  or  proprietary 
libraries  of  every  class,  and  also  of  university,  collegiate, 
and  academical   libraries,  as  well  as   of  those   Common 
Libraries   of    School-Districts,   which    are    only   'School 
Libraries '  (as  respects  several  of  the  States)  in  so  far  as 
they  are  maintained  as  part  of  the  Common  School  system, 
and  are  superintended  by  the  several  Boards  of  Education ; 
although  intended  for  the  use  of  the  public  generally  within 
the  respective  districts,  and  supported  by  the  taxation  of  the 
rateable  inhabitants.     But  of  forty-two  libraries,  out  of  the 


one  hundred  and  fifty-three  so  enumerated,  the  extent  was 
unascertained  at  the  date  of  the  official  returns  upon  which 
Mr.  Rhees'  Manual  was  founded.  Since  that  period 
several  of  the  libraries  comprised  within  the  enumeration 
suffered  injury  during  the  ravages  of  the  war ;  but  recu- 
perative measuits  were  soon  in  operation,  after  its  close. 
Nor  were  these  losses  of  notable  extent  in  more  than  two  of 
the  States  to  which  the  returns  about  to  be  mentioned 
specifically  apply. 

Leaving  out  of  the  account,  therefore,  the  forty-two  Free 
Libraries  of  whicli  the  returns  are  insufficiently  minute  for 
statistical  purposes,  there  was  provided,  in  the  year  1S59, 
an  aggregate  of  772,779  volumes  in  one  hundred  and 
eleven  libraries. 

Seventeen  of  these  were  established  within  the  District 
of  Columbia,  and  contained — according  to  the  retunia 
furnished  to  Mr.  Rhees — T7:J,720  volumes.  The  State  of 
New  York  possessed  seven  libraries  of  this  class,  with 
168,892  vohtmes.  Massachusetts  had  also  seven,  with 
1 17,501  volumes.  The  only  other  States  which  possessed 
80  much  as  one  fifth  of  the  last-named  number  of  volumes, 
in  Free  Libraries,  were  Maryland  and  Lidiana.  Maryland 
had  two  such  collections,  with  27,500  volumes;  Indiana, 
three,  with  24,323  volumes. 

Next  after  these  come  Rhode  Island  State,  containing 
twenty-nine  small  collections,  with  an  aggregate  of  2I,f)05 
volumes;  Louisiana,  with  twolibraries,  and  21,020  volumes; 
Ohio,  with  two  libraries,  and  19,459  volumes ;  South 
Carohna,  with  three  libraries,  and  17,300  volumes.  Penn- 
sylvania had  two  libraries,  and  15,250  volumes ;  Virginia, 
one,  containing  13,000  volumes. 

It  deserves  remark  that  whilst  all  the  States,  collectively, 
showed  (in  1859)  an  aggregate  of  772,779  volumes  ( 


DISTRICT  LIBRARIES  OF  THE  STATE  OF  NEW  YORK.  327 


tain 
nries, 


tained,  in  one  hundred  and  elevcTi  enumerated  Free  Libra- 
the  returns  exhibited  an  aggregate  of  1,235,075 
ilumes  in  three  hundred  and  seventy-six  enumerated 
Aasociative  or  proprietary  libraries.  Of  this  class  there 
existed,  also,  four  hundred  and  thirty  other  Hbrariea,  with 
unenumerated  contents,  against  the  forty-two  I'ree  Libra- 
ries in  a  like  category,  Pennsylvania,  which  ranks  but 
tenth,  in  numerical  order,  for  its  provision  of  Free  Libraiies, 
ranks  second  for  the  extent  of  its  provision  of  libraries  of 
the  proprietary  class.  In  that  State,  it  will  be  remembered, 
the  'Library  Societies'  originated;  and  there  they  have 

rways  conspicuously  thriven. 
More  than  a  century  was  to  pass  between  the  successful  ""j 
estabhshment  of  proprietary  libraries,  by  the  energy  and  of 
practical  wisdom  of  Benjamin  Franklin,  and  the  origina-  seii. 
tion  of  the  principle,  still  more  pregnant  with  enduring 
public  good,  of  taxing  townships,  municipalities,  and  village 
linmlets,  for  a  common  and  permanent  provision  of  books 
for  common  enjoyment.     The  State  which  took  the  lead  in 
this  path  of  educational  effort  was  New  York.     The  merit 
of  its  initiation  belongs  to  Mr.  John  A.  Dix,  who,  for  many 
years,  filled  with  great  ability  the  office  of  Superintendent 
of  Common  Schools  in  that  State. 

About  thirty-live  years  have  elapsed  since  Mr.  Di.x,  in 
the  course  of  an  official  Report  (lS34)  wrote  as  follows : —  i>,«, 
"  If  the  inhabitants  of  '  School-Districts  '  were  authorized  sun 
to  lay  a  tax  upon  their  property,  for  the  purpose  of  founding 
libraries  for  the  use  of  those  districts,  such  a  power  might 
— nHth  proper  restrictions — become  a  most  efBcient  instru- 
ment in  diffusing  useful  knowledge,  and  in  elevating  the 
intellectual  character  of  the  people.  By  means  of  the  im- 
provements which  have  been  introduced  into  the  art  of 


il-Dii- 

I 
J 


FREE  TOWN  LIBRARIES,  IN  AMERICA. 


1 


LvCdXi""! 


printing  a  lioiind  volume— in  boards — can  be  sold,  at  a 
profit,  for  ten  cents.  The  sum  of  ten  dollars  would  there- 
fore furnish  a  School  District  with  a  hundred  volumes 
which  might  be  kept,  under  such  regulations  as  the  in- 
habitants should  adopt,  for  their  common  use.  ,  ,  The 
demand  for  books  would  ensure  extensive  editions  ...  at 
prices  which  competition  would  soon  reduce  to  the  lowest 
rate  at  which  tbey  could  be  furnished.  By  making  the 
imposition  of  the  tax  wholly  discretionary  with  the  inhabi- 
tants of  each  District,  and  leaving  the  selection  of  the  works 
under  their  entire  control,  the  danger  of  rendering  such  a 
provision  subservient  to  the  propagation  of  particular 
doctrines  or  opinions  would  be  efiectually  guai-ded  against 
by  their  own  watchfulness  and  intelligence." 

The  broad  principle  herein  laid  down  was  sound.  It 
commended  itself  to  the  Legislature.  But  experience  of 
tbe  practical  working  of  the  measure  showed,  within  very 
few  years,  that  the  wiser  plan  was  to  commit  the  choice  of 
books  to  delegated  and  trained  functionaries,  rather  than 
to  leave  it  to  the  '  watchfulness  and  intelligence '  of  the  tax- 
able inhabitants,  at  large,  assembled  in  a  District  meeting. 

In  1835,  it  was  enacted  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State 
that  the  Ratepayers  of  each  School-District  witliin  the 
State  should  have  power  to  assess  and  levy  a  rate  on  the 
property  within  the  district,  "  for  the  purchase  of  a  '  Dis- 
trict Library,'  consisting  of  such  hooks  as  they  shall  in  their 
District  meeting  direct."  The  first  year's  tax  was  not  to 
exceed  twenty  dollars  in  each  District ;  provision  was  made 
for  annual  renewal ;  and  it  was  further  enacted  that  "  the 
Clerk  of  the  District,  or  such  other  person  as  the  taxable 
inhabitants  may  at  their  annual  meeting  designate  and 
appoint  by  a  majority  of  votes  shall  be  the  Librarian  of  the 
District,  and  shall  have  the  care  and  custody  of  the 
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under  such  regulations  as  the  inhabitants  may  adopt  for 
his  government." 

In  promulgating  the  new  enactment,  the  Superintendent 
of  Common  Schools  recommended  that  "  in  the  selection 
of  books  all  sectarian  and  controversial  works  should  be 
excluded.  It  is  for  the  inhabitants  of  the  District  to  choose 
the  works  to  be  purchased,  and  it  must  depend  much  upon 
the  discretion  used  in  the  execntion'of  the  trust  wliether  all 
the  benefits  in  contemplation  of  the  law  will  be  secured." 

Under  the  new  legislation  of  1 S35  the  creation  of  District 
Libraries  went  briskly  forward,  In  the  course  of  the  year 
1 8B3  the  fund  for  the  purchase  of  books  had  grown  to 
about  £11,000  a  year,  and  the  aggregate  number  of  volumes 
then  contained  in  the  libraries  which  had  been  established  ^ 
was  1,60-J',210.  Public  aid  from  the  State  funds  had  been  ^ 
added  to  the  amounts  raised  locally  by  rates,  but  little  or 
nothing  had  been  done  by  public  authority  either  to  guide, 
or  to  facilitate,  the  work  of  selection, 

Probaljly  in  no  part  of  the  globe  are  the  trading  instincts 
of  humanity  more  keenly  sharpened,  or  more  diligently 
expanded  into  an  unremitting  activity  than  in  the  State  of 
New  York.  If  literature  has  shared  in  the  benefits  which 
may,  occasionally,  have  resulted  from  that  fact,  viewed  in 
one  of  its  aspects,  it  lias  certainly  had  its  full  portion  of 
those  contingent  disadvantages  which  arc  not  less  con- 
spicuous from  another  point  of  view.  The  activity  of  the  c 
book-hawkers  in  the  endeavour  to  get  the  largest  possible  ' 
share  of  those  most  tempting  and  yearly  renewable  fifty- 
five  thousands  of  dollars  is  said,  by  those  who  watched  the 
process  attentively,  to  have  been  worthy  of  all  admiration. 

One  of  these  observers — a  distinguished  educationist  of 
the  state  of  New  York — wrote  thus,  in  the  year  1S54; — 
*  The  selection  of  the  books  is  left  to  trustees  appointed  by 
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the  different  districta, — many  of  whom  are  not  qualified  for 
the  work.  Consequently  the  travelling  pedlara  who  can 
offer  the  lightest  and  most  showy  books,  at  the  lowest 
prices,  do  the  principal  part,  in  furnishing  tlie  libraries." 
The  natural  results  were  not  slow  to  follow. 

Up  to  a  certain  point  of  time,  the  public  interest  in  the 
District  Libraries  had  been  an  increasing  interest.  They 
did  good  work.  Large  editions  of  some  books  which  were 
both  cheap  and  good  were  prepared  expressly  with  a  view 
to  them ;  and  pains  were  taken  to  make  the  books  known. 
But  there  were  plenty  of  competitors  wiio  aimed  at  that 
large  class  of  buyers  which  can  estimate  apparent  cheapness, 
but  is  wholly  unable  to  put  a  gauge  to  goodness.  Presently, 
the  general  interest  and  appreciation  of  the  libraries  were 
found  to  decHne,  and  in  a  ratio  at  least  as  conspicuous  as 
that  in  which  they  had  grown.  Between  the  years  1 S-53  and 
1857  there  was  an  average  yearly  decrease  in  the  number 
of  volumes  in  circulation,  amounting  to  5G,569  volumes  in 
each  of  those  four  years. 

Of  course,  there  had  always  been  ratepayers  who 
grudged  the  payment  of  rate  money  for  books,  under  any 
circumstances.  Presently,  to  obstructives  of  this  class  were 
added  those  of  another  cliiss.  "  When  a  library,"  wrote 
'  the  Superintendent  of  Common  Schools  of  the  State  of 
.  New  York,  in  1857,  "has  attained  to  a  respectable  number 
of  volumes, — as  measured  in  the  estimate  of  those  having 
it  in  charge, — they  look  upon  its  enlargement  as  unneces- 
sary, and  seek  to  turn  the  appropriation  from  its  legitimate 
purpose.  Hence  arise  frequent  applications  to  this  Depart- 
ment for  leave  to  appropriate  the  Library  raouey  to  payment 
of  teachers'  wages  ;  whilst  others,  it  is  apprehended,  divert 
it  to  this  and  to  other  purposes,  without  the  formalities 
required  by  hiw." 
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In  some  places  dislike — more  or  less  avowed — of  the  ex- 
penditure for  public  books  took  tlie  form  of  an  attempt  to 
make  the  District  Libraries  mere  School  Cottections,  com- 
posed, or  chiefly  composed,  of  juvenile  works.  On  this 
point,  I  find  the  State  Superintendent  writing  thus,  in  the 
^  course  of  his  official  correspondence : — "  School-District 
[iibraries  are  intended  for  the  Inhabitants  of  School-Dis- 
bicts, — as  well  for  those  who  have  completed  their  Common 
'  School-education,  as  for  those  who  have  not.  The  primary 
object  of  their  institution  was  to  disseminate  works  suited 
to  the  intellectual  improvement  of  the  great  body  of  the 
people,  rather  than  to  tlirow  into  the  School-Districts,  for 
be  use  of  young  persons,  works  of  a  juvenile  character.  The 
loks  being  procured  by  a  tax  on  the  property  of  the 
Kstrict,  no  unnecessary  restriction  should  be  imposed  on 
heir  circulation  among  the  inhabitants." 

There  seems,  however,  to  be  good  ground  for  the  opinion 

that  impediments  of  this  and  the  like  kind — whatever  their 

amount — were  less  seriously  obstructive  to  ]the  good  work- 

mog  of  the  District  Library  system  in  the  State  of  New 

lork  than  were  those  which  grew  out  of  the  want  of  better 

'  arrangements  for  the  choice  and  distribution  of  books. 

When  a  like  system  of  providing,  by  general  taxation 
throughout  tlie  whole  State,  for  the  creation  of  Township 
Libraries  was  introduced  into  Indiana,  the  task  of  preparing 
lists  of  books  for  distribution  was  entrusted  to  the  State  ] 
.  Superintendent  of  Public   Instruction.     From  these  lists  '"'^'"^ 
ifae  local  authorities  make  their  choice. 

The  Education  Law  of  Indiana,  passed  in  the  year  IS52, 
imposed  a  Library  Tax  of  a  quarter  of  a  mill  on  all  the 
ralealile  property  throughout  the  State,  and  also  a  personal 
assessment  or  poll-tax  of  "  a  quarter  of  a  dollar  on  the  poll," 

tr  the  purpose  of  establishing  a  Free  Library  in  every 
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civil  township  of  the  Commonwealth.  The  Library  assess- 
ments levied  under  this  Statute,  during  the  first  two  years, 
amounted  to  £35,2G7,  sterling.  Each  of  six  hundred  and 
ninety  townships  was  supplied  with  a  foundation  collection, 
containing  three  Imndred  and  ninety-one  volumes.  The 
aggregate  number  of  volumes  so  distributed  for  public  use 
up  to  the  year  1S54,  was  221,490  volumes. 

The  State  of  Ohio  followed, — somewhat  in  the  same 
track,  though  with  a  less  degree  of  efficiency, — in  1853.  Its 
School  Law,  of  tliat  year,  appropriated  to  the  establishment 
and  maintenance  of  Libraries  in  all  the  Common-School 
Districts  of  that  Commonwealth,  "  the  proceeds  of  a  State 
tax  of  one  tenth  of  one  mill  on  the  dollar  valuation  of  all 
property  taxable  for  State  purposes."  Here,  as  in  Indiana, 
the  purchases  were  made  by  the  central  Education  Depart- 
ment of  the  State  and  were  distributed  by  its  agency.  The 
first  selection  included  many  books  of  European  fame.  In 
one  despatch  of  1S54,  for  example,  sixteen  hundred  copies 
of  a  translation  of  Michelet's  'History  of  France,'  and 
five  hundred  copies  of  Rdskin's  '  Stones  of  Venice,'  were 
sent  to  these  District  Libraries.  But  the  fund  at  command 
was  spread — all  at  once — over  too  wide  a  field.  Greater 
efficiency  would,  probably,  have  been  attained,  in  the  long 
run,  by  fewer  but  successive  operations.  In  1858  an 
aggregate  number  of  books  amounting  to  245,887  volumes 
had  been  distributed;  but  they  were  scattered  over  no  less 
than  C437  District  collections. 

Perceiving  that  this  extreme  diffusion  carried  with  it 
inefficiency,  and  waste  of  power,  some  of  the  local  Boards 
of  Education  formed  '  Central  Libraries,'  instead  of  forming 
'  District'  Libraries,  according  to  the  letter  of  the  law.  Thus, 
for  instance,  at  Cincinnati  it  was  determined  to  establish  a 
single  Free  Library,  common  to  all  the  School  Districls  of 


or. 
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that  city.  In  1857,  the  ceatral  collection  so  established 
already  contained  13,000  volumes.  Until  checked  for  a 
while  by  the  incidents  of  the  Civil  War  it  was  steadily 
growing  at  tlie  rate  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  volumes 
yearly. 

When  that  war  came,  it  naturally  brought  with  it — by 
various  channels — much  injury  to  the  growth  of  Libraries 
in  almost  all  parts  of  the  Union.  But  the  check  has  been 
only  temporary.  Some  of  its  effects  upon  the  book-trade 
are  likely  to  prove  more  enduring.  To  book-hawking,  and 
ipecially  to  the  sale  of  number-books,  it  gave  an  enormous 
impulse.  During  the  heat  of  the  struggle,  and  for  a  long 
time  after  its  close,  the  masses  would  read  about  nothing 
but  the  war.  Conceraing  the  war  their  curiosity  was 
insatiable.  When  books  about  the  rebellion,  and  aljout 
its  innmnerable  episodes  and  bye-paths,  could  no  longer  be 
supplied  from  sheer  exhaustion  of  the  whole  stock — good, 
bad,  and  indifferent)  together — it  was  found  that  a  large 
trade  could  be  driven  in  books  which  as  yet  had  no  existence. 
In  many  of  the  Northern,  and  in  some  of  the  Eastern  and 
Western  States,  hawkers  who  carried  nothing  but  a  sitbscrip- 
tion  list,  headed  by  a  taking  title,  found  their  customers  so 
eager,  that  they  were  induced  to  visit  not  only  every  town  and 
village,  but  almost  every  lonely  farm  along  the  countryside; 
and  but  seldom  without  profit.  It  has  been  said, — upon 
competent  authority, — that  of  some  narratives  of  the  struggle 
between  North  and  South  about  200,000  copies  were 
eventually  sold.  The  Township  and  District  Libraries  of 
some  of  the  States  had,  of  course,  their  share  in  this  vast 
circulation,  but  the  bulk  of  it  was  created  by  a  direct  house- 
hold demand. 


■     Th( 
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(io  §  74)  that  each  '  Town  Superintendent '  might,  io  his 
discretion,  set  apart  a  sum  not  exceeding  ten  per  cent,  of 
the  gross  amount  of  the  '  School  money '  apportioned  to 
any  district,  to  be  applied  to  the  purchase  of  School -District 
Libraries.  Before  the  close  of  the  year  IS54,  there  had 
been  formed,  under  this  law,  as  many  as  eight  hundred  and 
thirty  little  collections,  which  were  called  '  libraries,'  but  of 
which  a  very  large  proportion  were  quite  undeserving  of 
the  name,  in  any  sense.  Yet  nearly  one  half  of  the  Counties 
within  the  State,  and  probably  three  fourths  of  the  aggre- 
gate number  of  Districts,  were  still  without  even  the  small 
beginning  of  a  Ubrary.  The  State  Superintendent  of 
Public  Instruction  urged  upon  the  Legislature,  from  time 
to  time,  the  establishment  of  a  more  efficient  system,  but 
did  not  succeed  m  his  effort  niitQ  1859. 

In  that  year  the  State  of  Wisconsin  enacted  a  new 
'Library  Law,'  of  which  the  principal  provisions  are  aa 
follows: — (1)  A  permanent  Town-School  Library  fund  is 
created,  by  setting  apart  ten  per  cent,  of  the  income  of  the 
School  fund, — subject  to  apportionment  in  1860,  and  annu- 
ally  thereafter, — together  with  the  proceeds  of  a  special  State 
tax,  to  be  levied  in  each  year,  of  one  tenth  of  one  mill  on 
the  dollar  valuation  of  taxable  property  throughout  the 
State.  (2)  The  libraries  so  formed  and  supported  are  to  he 
Township  Libraries,  and  to  them  the  fund  is  to  be  applied 
exclusively.  (3)  The  books  for  founding  such  libraries,  and 
those  to  be  provided  for  their  replenishment  (from  time  to 
time),  are  to  be  purchased  by  public  authority,  and  not  by 
the  local  School -Boards,  as  imder  the  old  law.  Provision  is 
also  made  for  supplying  the  Township  Libraries  with  copies 
of  the  State  Laws  and  of  all  other  public  documents. 

In  respect  to  the  circumstances  under  which  the  new 
enactment   passed,    the    then    Superintendent   of   Pub) 
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P  Instruction,  Mr.  Drapkr,  remarks  : — "There  never  was  a 
measure  involving  new  and  additional  taxation  that  passed 
the  Legislature  with  such  [an  approach  to]  unanimity ;  it 
passed  by  nineteen  votes  against  eight  in  the  Senate,  and  by 
fifty-one  against  ten  in  the  Assembly.  .  .  .  This  Library 
fund  will  amount  to  at  least  35,000  dollars  [£7000]  annu- 
ally, and  will  ijicrease  in  proportion  to  the  increase  of  the 
School  Fund  income,  and  that  of  the  taxable  property  in 
the  State.  ....  It  is  an  advance  upon  the  eflbrts  of  our 
sister  States,  .  .  .  Comparing  the  three  States  which  have 
adopted  the  Township  system,  Wisconsin  will  raise  more 
money,  by  nearly  one  quarter,  than  Michigan ;  besides 
the  advantage  from  the  State  purchasing  the  books,  instead 
of  the  Township  Boards,  as  is  done  in  Michigan.  It  is  in 
advance  of  Ohio,  where  a  Library  fund  is  provided  by  impos- 
ing the  tenth  of  a  mill  tax,  while  that  of  Wisconsin  is  raised 
by  the  tenth  of  a  mill  tax,  and  one  tenth  of  the  School  Fund 
income.  It  is  in  advance  of  Indiana  ....  in  the  perma- 
nency of  its  system.  In  Indiana  the  Library  Law  is  enacted 
to  be  in  force  only  two  years,  and  then  has  to  pass  the  ordeal  * 
of  renewal,  and  thus  is  subject  to  danger  of  overthrow  by  a  * 
caprice  of  the  people Onr  Wisconsin  Library  Law  « 

(will  yet  be  regarded  as  the  most  important  Educational  t 
Btteasure  ever  inaugurated  in  the  State." 
Not  a  whit  less  laudatory  is  the  opinion  formed  by  a 
Tery  competent  observer,  looking  on  from  another  part  of  tlic 
"Union.  "Your  Legislature,"  writes  Henry  Barnard,  of 
Rhode  Island,  "  has  enabled  you  to  inaugiu'ate  a  true 
Library  policy,  altogether  in  advance  in  its  practical  bear- 

ting  and  completeness,  in  time,  of  any  thing  yet  attempted." 
This  Inst  remark,  however,  is  applicable  only  to  the  legisla- 
tion within  the  Union.  Canadian  legislation,  as  will  be 
afaotvD  hereafter,  was  considerably  in  advance. 
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The  establishment,  by  means  of  a  system  of  general 
State  taxation,  of  Township  and  School-District  Free 
Libraries  is  the  one  important  step  in  the  thorough  diffu- 
sion of  books,  throughout  the  lengtli  and  breadth  of 
America,  which  stands  midway  between  the  'associative' 
scheme,  originated  by  Franklin  in  Philadelphia,  and  the 
fully- developed  '  municipal '  scheme,  first  brought  under 
effective  organization — as  far  as  America  is  concerned — by 
Joshua  Bates,  Jonathan  Phit.lips,  and  their  fellow- workers, 
in  Boston.  Franklin  set  to  work,  it  may  be  remembered, 
in  1731.  His  marble  effigy  still  watches  over  the  ingress 
and  egress  of  the  many  frequenters  of  the  '  Old  Philadel- 
phia Library.'  But,  in  regard  to  this  partiadar  aspect  of 
his  many-sided  public  labours,  he  has  a  better  memorial  in 
those  eight  hundred  and  six  'Social  Libraries' — of  one  sort 
or  other — of  which  the  Philadelphia  Library  was  the  fore- 
runner. Many,  out  of  that  large  number,  are  no  doubt 
working  poorly,  sluggishly,  and  iaefficiently ;  some  from 
narrowness  of  management,  others  from  insufficiency  of 
means ;  but  the  great  majority  have  done,  and  are  still 
doing,  good  educational  work.  And  the  work  is  of  a  far- 
reaching  kind.  Widespread  culture,  of  course,  mil,  for  n 
long  time  to  come,  mean  superficial  culture.  But  he  can 
know  only  a  little,  either  of  the  busy  world  of  men,  or  of 
that  silent  world  of  books  in  which  lie  at  once  the  records 
of  past  human  activities  and  the  seeHplots  of  human  acti- 
vities to  come,  who  would  be  inclined  to  doubt  that  out  of 
those  means  of  self-education — how  imperfect  soever — which 
Franklin  did  so  much  to  diffuse  throughout  America, 
many  men  did  actually  derive  pregnant  thoughts,  and 
governing  life-long  impulses,  for  which  their  country,  and 
their  race,  are  permanently  the  better.  Of  this  fact,  in  one 
of  its  aspects,  Franklin  himself  lived  to  see  conspicuous, 
evidence. 


nei. 
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Just  as  the  *  Society  Library  '  came,  in  its  day,  to  be  a  contmt  of 
recognized  social  need,  the  *  Free  Town  Library '  will — ^in  dative  a^ 
its  turn — be  seen  by-and-by  to  be  indispensable.  Very  ^  * "" 
much  through  the  influence  of  a  man  who  had  already  won 
the  respect  and  confidence  of  a  fast  widening  circle  of  his 
fellows,  the  early  institution  was  rapidly  and  generally 
imitated.  Its  plan  met  the  immediate  requirements  of  the 
day,  and,  under  favourable  circumstances,  was  capable  of 
considerable  future  development.  But  the  plan  itself  was 
narrow.  And  the  circumstances  to  which  it  best  adapted 
itself  were  not  those  of  the  communities  in  which  the  need 
of  books  was  most  severe. 

A  municipal  provision  for  public  books  will  come,  in  due 
time,  to  be  looked  upon  as  an  ordinary  civic  requirement, 
just  as  obvious  and  as  necessary  as  a  municipal  provision  of 
public  lamps. 

The  legislation  of  the  States  of  New  York,  Massachusetts, 
Wisconsin,  Indiana,  Ohio,  and  Rhode  Island,  in  behalf  of 
City,  Township,  and  District  Libraries,  has— taken  collec- 
tively— laid  a  basis  for  their  support  which  is  capable 
of  being  adapted  to  the  circumstances  of  the  most 
diversified  communities.  It  may  be  applied  alike  to  the 
wants  of  the  largest  towns  and  to  those  of  the  most 
sparsely-populated  rural  districts.  Whatever  may  have 
been  the  executive  mistakes  in  points  of  detail  (here  and 
there),  these  do  not  touch  the  principle  which  underlies 
the  legislation,  any  more  than  do  the  temporary  checks, 
to  its  working,  which  grew  out  of  the  recent  war.  .  The 
broad  results  have  been,  everywhere,  good.  The  errors  and 
oversights  have  been  partial  and  momentary. 

This  principle  of  rating  the  whole  community,  to  meet  a 
recognized  intellectual  need  of  the  whole,  will,  in  course  of 
time,  quite  supersede  some  partial  and  early  efforts  at  a 
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provision  of  '  Free  Town  Libraries  '  of  a  peculiar  kind,  tk 
history  of  which,  nevertheless,  well  deserves  a  few  words  of 
passing  record. 

Libraries,  the  access  to  which  was  entirely  free  to  & 
prescribed  portion  of  the  Public — that  portion  having 
nothing  whatever  to  do  witli  their  establisluiient  or  support 
— have  been  known  in  America  since  the  year  1820.  They 
are  usually  called  'Apprentices'  Libraries.'  One  such  baa 
been  mentioned  already  as  existing  in  the  City  of  New 
York. 

The  earliest  Tree  Library  on  this  plan  iippears  to  have 
been  that  which  was  established  in  Boston  by  Mr.  William 
Wood,  under  whose  auspices  it  was  opened  on  the  22nd  of 
February,  1820.  It  possessed  fifteen  hundred  volatnes, 
which  had  been  provided  by  public  subscription,  and  its 
current  eitpenses  of  maintenance  were  defrayed  in  like 
manner.  It  was  intended,  exclusively,  for  the  use  of 
apprentices,  or  other  young  men  of  the  trading  class. 

Boston  was,  for  a  long  time,  one  of  the  strongholds  of . 
the  associative  or  proprietary  system  for  the  maintenance  of 
Libraries.  In  order  in  no  way  to  encroach  upon  or  inter- 
fere with  the  working  of  the  Social  Libraries  of  the  town, 
the  limit  of  age  and  position  in  life  as  the  condition  oS 
access  to  the  Apprentices'  Library  seems  to  have  been  cara- 
fully  enforced.  But,  notwithstanding  this  care,  the  needfid 
support  did  not  continue.  And  the  Library  was  closed, 
within  less  than  three  years.*  It  was  afterwards  revived 
as  a  proprietary  collection  ;  but  it  ceased  to  be,  in  any  sense 
of  the  term,  a  Free  Library. 

William  Wood's  experiment  at  Boston  had  hardly  made 
a  start    before  it  attracted   the  attention  of  a  citizen  of 

•  LippinwWt  Phihdelphia  Magazine  (March,  1869),  vol.  iii,  p.  280. 
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Philadelphia  who  had  something  of  the  Franklin  type  of 
character.  Daniel  Smith  thought  well  of  the  plan, 
acquainted  himself  with  some  particulars  about  its  working, 
and  straightway  told  what  he  had  learned  to  a  friend  or 
two.  "  Let  us,"  said  he,  "  try  this  plan  here  in  Phila- 
delphia." 

Accordingly  an  Apprentices'  Free  Library  was  established  TheAppreii- 
in  that  City  towards  the  middle  of  the  year  1820.  In  1821  of  Phiiadri- 
the  founders  asked  the  Legislature  of  Pennsylvania  for  an  ftohacw!^ 
Act  of  Incorporation.  "  We  believe,'*  said  they,  "  that 
many  benefits  will  arise  from  the  establishment  of  a  Library 
of  suitable  books  for  the  use  of  Apprentices ;  that  it  will 
promote  orderly  and  virtuous  habits;  difi'use  knowledge 
and  the  desire  for  knowledge ;  improve  the  scientific  skill 
of  our  mechanics  and  manufacturers  ;  increase  the  benefits 
of  the  system  of  general  education  which  is  now  adopted ; 
and  advance  the  prosperity  and  happiness  of  the  commu- 
nity." They  obtained  their  Act ;  opened  their  library  for 
the  circulation  of  books  without  a  penny  of  cost  to  the 
borrowers ;  have  kept  it  open  for  almost  fifty  years ;  but 
always  upon  the  restricted  plan — as  a  merely  class  institu- 
tion— which  the  founders  borrowed  from  Boston  almost 
fifty  years  ago.  One  of  those  founders  of  the  'Apprentices' 
Library'  still  watches,  in  the  Spring  of  1869,  the  working 
of  the  benevolent  plan  for  freely  circulating  among  the  youth 
of  Philadelphia  a  sound  and  elevating  literature  which  he 
had  helped  to  start,  in  the  Spring  of  1820. 

The  building  in  which  the  Library  is  now  stored  has  a 
notable  history.  The  attention  of  the  *  Stranger  in  Phila- 
delphia '  is  easily  attracted  to  it,  by  a  conspicuous  inscrip- 
tion, the  wording  of  which  can  scarcely  fail  to  excite  some 
sort  of  curiosity.     It  runs  thus : — 
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By  General  SubseripHon 

forths 

Fbeb  Quaksbs. 

Erected  in  the  year  of  Our  Lord,  1783 ; 
0/  the  Empire,  8. 


Who  were  the  *  Free '  Quakers  ?  They  were,  it  seenu 
those  worthy  members  of  the  Society,  in  whom  the  spirit  o 
Patriotism  was  somewhat  stronger  than  the  spirit  of  Sects 
rianism ;  those  who  freed  themselves  irom  bondage  to  tb 
symbol,  in  order  to  retain  obedience  to  the  prindpli 
which  gave  it  meaning.  They  took  a  sturdy  part  in  th 
War  of  Independence ;  and,  for  so  doing,  were  cut  off  ban 
the  main  body. 

The  inscription  has,  of  course,  no  reference  to  thi 
Library,  to  which  the  building  is  now  devoted.  It  is  Id 
as  a  memorial  of  the  '  fighting  Quakers '  who  once  nsa 
the  building  as  a  meeting-house  for  public  prayer.  Whei 
their  remnant  were  received  back  into  communion  it  ceasei 
to  be  needed  for  its  first  purpose.  And  so,  when  th 
*  Apprentices'  Librai'y  '  came  to  outgrow  the  apartment  fin 
assigned  to  it,  the  books  w^ere  removed  to  the  disnsei 
meeting-house. 

The  Library  is  said — in  an  account  which  has  recently  bea 
printed — to  contain  about  thirty  thousand  volumes,  *•  man; 
of  them,"  it  is  added,  "  of  but  little  or  no  worth."*  Thi 
there  is  real  vitality  in  the  library  founded  in  1820  there  ii 
however,  no  sort  of  doubt.  Other  cities  have  iar  onl 
stripped  Piiiladelphia  in  its  public  provision  of  books,  fo 
free  use,  but  the  shelves  of  the  Apprentices'  Library  con 

•  Lippincoifs  Philadelphia  Magazine,  vol.  iii,  p.  281. 
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tain  evidence — both  recent  and  ample — which  testifies  at 
once  to  its  utility  in  the  past ;  to  grateful  appreciation  of 
large  intellectual  and  moral  advantages  derived  from  it ;  and 
to  the  increase  of  its  means  for  future  good,  if  wisely  applied. 

A  very  few  years,  for  instance,  have  passed  since  the  »«»ntAc. 
^frustees  received  a  letter,  from  an  eminent  American  firm.  Apprentices 
in    which  they   were  informed  that  "a   credit  has   been  phiiUddphia 
opened   in   our  house  in  accordance  with   the  following 
extract  from  a  'letter  of  instruction '  written  by  a  friend  of 
your  institution : — '  When  a  boy,'  says  its  writer,  *  and  not 
able  to  obtain  books  in  any  other  v>ay^   I  received  much 
pleasure  and  instruction  from  those  which  were  then  loaned 
to  me  by  the  Apprentices'  Library  of  Philadelphia.    Success 
in  life  has  not  made  me  unmindful  of  early  benefits,  and  I 
desire  to  pay  back,  in  part,  the  debt  I  owe  to  the  above- 
named  institution.'"     This  instalment  of  an  old  debt  came, 
in  the  shape   of  well-chosen  books,  to  the  value  of  four 
hundred  pounds  sterling. 

It  was  enjoined  by  the  donor  that  his  name  should  not 
be  given  by  his  agents,  even  to  the  Library  trustees.  But 
there  is  ground  for  an  impression  that  the  name,  if  divulged, 
would,  perhaps,  afibrd  a  salient  illustration  of  the  remark 
which  was  ventured  in  a  previous  page  about  the  latent 
power  there  is,  in  the  books  which  are  read  in  youth,  to 
prove  seedplots  of  action  in  maturer  life,  which  may  teem 
with  public  as  well  as  private  good ;  and  so  bring  to  the 
Community,  at  large,  a  very  direct  return  for  its  expendi- 
ture from  the  common  purse.  In  this  particular  example 
the  return,  it  is  seen,  is  not  only  direct,  but  reproductive. 

Very  probably  the  Citizens  of  Philadelphia  may  come,  ere 
long,  to  see  even  in  this  one  small  incident  good  warrant  for 
turning  their  Apprentices'  Free  Library  into  a  tnie  *  Free 
Town  Library,'  which  shall,  in  time,  become  worthy  of  the 
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chief  town  of  Pennsylvania.  They  borrowed  the  idea  of 
the  infant  institution  from  Boston;  and  they  carried  to 
success  nn  experiment  which  in  Massachusetts  proved  fo 
be  a  faihire.  If  they  now  repeat  their  experience,  by  bor- 
rowing once  Again,  and  also  by  improving  upon  their 
model,  the  good  results  will  spread  themselves  far  beyoiii! 
the  Hmits  of  Pennsylvania,  Tlie  reasons  which  were  seen 
to  be  valid,  in  the  City  of  Boston,  for  not  Ijuilding  the  new 
institution  upon  an  old  foundation,  do  not  apply  to  the 
circumstances  of  tlie  City  of  Philadelphia.  Tlie  old  library 
founded  by  Franklin,  augmented  by  tlie  Logans,  and  by 
many  who  have  followed  in  tlieir  steps,  would  prove  an 
excellent  groundwork.*  An  adequate  erection,  u|K)ii  that 
basis,  would  have  a  more  especial  fitness,  inasmuch  as  it 
would  realize  the  idea  and  purpose  of  one  of  the  earliest  of 
those  among  American  public  benefactors  who  have  recog- 
nized the  foundation  of  Public  Libraries  to  be  one  of  the 
best  channels  of  effort  in  which  public  spirit  can  set  itself 
to  work  ;  either  for  the  day  that  is  passing,  or  for  the  time 
that  is  yet  distant.  That  particular  benefactor  was  not 
only  a  citizen  of  Philadelphia.  He  maybe  truly  describetl 
as  a  co-founder  of  Pennsylvania. 

If  that  course  be  eventually  taken,  future  Trustees  of  a 
'  Philaiiclpliia  Free  Library'  may  re-empluy,  with  still 
more  abundant  appropriateness,  some  words  which  occur  in 
a  recent  Keport  on  the  working  of  the  A  jiprentices'  Library ; 
"We  confide  to  our  successors,"  say  the  Trustees,  " tlie 
duty  of  imparting  instruction  to  youth  that  shall  devalc 
them  above  grovelling  propensities ;  teach  tlicin  the  neces- 

f  To  the  colleelion  given  to  tbe  Putilie  by  James  Logan,  miotber  w«« 
ndded  in  1776,  hy  a  bequest  of  bis  nephew.  Tbia  bad  been  cLicfl; 
foiined  hj  Dr.  Willittm  Logan,  brother  of  Jamca,  anil  in  England.  The 
transfen'ed  Va  the  '  Lilirary  Cumpiiny '  i 
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sity  of  a  daily  dependence  upon  Divine  guidance,  and  the 
cultivation  of  a  philanthropy  which  shall  acknowledge  [by 
action]  the  brotherhood  of  man."  The  difference  between 
the  Americans  of  the  Union  who  know  Europe,  by  personal 
and  real  experience,  and  those  who  know  it  only,  or  mainly, 
through  their  own  newspapers — and  not  always  through 
the  good  ones — lias  often  been  remarked.  It  is  a  difference 
pregnant  with  political  and  social  results  that  may  reach 
very  far.  If  it  be  true  that  no  amount  of  book-culture — 
how  broad  soever — can  supply  that  breadth  of  view  which 
travel  has  at  least  a  strong  tendency  to  bring  ;  it  is  also 
true  that  the  kind  of  reading  which  well-chosen  Town 
Libraries,  with  doors  always  open,  cannot  fail  in  course  of 
time  to  spread  abroad  must  (as  one  among  its  main  results) 
ido,  for  the  many,  what  travel  can  do  for  only  a  very  few. 
'The  work  is  of  a  kind  which  will  be  fruitful  of  good, 
over  a  circle  very  much  wider  than  that  of  the  first  re- 
dpieiits.  And  the  progress  it  has  made  already — under 
American  energies — is  of  excellent  augury  for  the  time  to 
come.* 

•  This  remal'k  may  be  illustrated — merely  by  way  of  example — by  an 
extract  from  some  recent  remarks,  in  an  Ameriean  magazine,  on  tbe 
working  of  the  City  Library  of  Boston.  The  article,  it  may  be  added, 
reached  tbo  writer  of  these  pages  when  the  preceding  chapters  were 
already  printed;  bo  that  no  use  could  be  made  uf  it  in  the  account  of 
Library  itself.  "  In  conDection  with  the  Boston  Library,"  writea 
Clarke  Davis,  "  a  centra!  idea  in  tbe  mind  of  tbo  Trusti>eB  waa  that 
good  book  was  never  so  much  in  tbe  vay  uf  its  duty  us  when  it  waa  in 
tlie  hands  of  a  reader,  and  that  a  bad  book  had  no  duty  at  all.  ciccpt  in 

the  handa  of  the  paper-maker It  boa  never  been  tbe  idea  of  the 

Tniatecfl  to  compete  with  the  proprietary  cireulating-hbrariea  in  pou- 

derint;  to  the  loweat  taste ; the  bulk  of  the  Collection  being,  to- 

luch  booka  as  ai-e  considered  atandafd  authority  upon  all  anhjocta. 
,  Ita  treaaorea  soon  representwl  tbo  literary  wealth  of  all  tonguea. 
.  Boston  has  founded  a  library,  second  to  few  in  its  extent  and 
,  and  throws  it  open  to  tbe  humblest  and  poorest." — LiypinroU'a 
iladelphia  Moifatine.  vol.  iii.  pp.  289~2fl3  (Hurcb,  18t)SI'. 


CHAPTER  VI. 

THE  TREE  LWBAItlES  OF  BRITISH  AMERICA. 

The  Camada  Education  Beport*  of  1849  and  1850.— Pton  of  tfie  TowitAif 
and  School- Section  Free  Liliniriea  of  Upper  Canada. — School  aud 
Library  Act  of  1850. — Methods  adopted  for  Bupply  of  Books  ia  ttf 
Canadian  Libraries.— Tkt  County  Meetings  of  1853, — The  AvOtoriud 
Catalogue  of  Free  Library  Boohs.— Mod^cationt  of  pUm  introduced 
inio  the  Tovmthip  Ltbrary  System  of  New  Biiinewieh. — Staiislics  r^tki 
CanadiMt  Free  Librariee. — T)ieir  geiieral  Chttracter  and  Educatitmai 
BesuUt.     - 

All  the  British  North  American  provinces  have  now  ■ 
system  of  Free  Libraries — or  at  least  the  germ  of  one — bat 
for  the  purpose  of  these  pages  it  will  suffice  to  describe  tint 
which,  during  almost  twenty  years,  has  been  at  Totkin 
Canada,  with  but  a  passing  word  or  two  of  the  rest. 

The  merit  of  its  origination  belongs  to  Dr.  EgeitOB 
Kterson,  who  for  many  years  filled,  with  ability  and 
energy,  the  office  of  Chief  Superintendent  of  Education  in 
the  Upper  Province. 

Dr.  Rterson  had  observed  with  interest  the  measures 
adopted  in  the  State  of  New  York,  and  in  some  other 
States  of  the  neighbouring  Union,  for  the  creation  of  Town- 
ship and  District  Libraries.  Approving,  heartily,  of  the 
principle  of  maintenance  by  a  rate,  he  saw  in  several  of 
the  details  of  the  system — especially  as  it  had  been  esta- 
blished in  New  York — practices  which,  as  it  seemed  to  him, 
ought  rather  to  be  avoided  than  imitated. 

In  July,  1 849,  Dr.  Ryerson  submitted  to  the  then  Lieu- 
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tenant  Governor  of  the  Province  of  Upper  Canada  (the  Earl  of  The  origin  or 
Elgin),  an  Educational  Report  in  the  course  of  which  he  Township 
thus  expressed  his  views  : — "  There  can  be  but  one  opinion  '  '*""* 
of  the  great  importance  of  introducing  into  each  township 
of  Upper  Canada,  as  soon  as  possible,  a  Township  Library ; 
with  branches  for  the  several  School  Sections,  consisting  of 
a  suitable  selection  of  entertaining  and  instructive  books.  .  . 
It  is  not  easy  to  conceive  the  vast  and  salutary  influence 
that  would  flow  from  the  introduction  of  such  a  fountain  of 
knowledge  and  enjoyment  into  each  Township.*'  The 
necessary  preliminaries  of  such  a  measure  were,  in  the  pro- 
moter s  opinion,  (1)  the  formation  of  an  extensive  catalogue 
of  suitable  books ;  (2)  the  establishment  of  well-organized 
plans  for  the  cheap  and  prompt  supply  of  such  books, 
partly  by  direct  importation  from  Europe ;  partly  by  their 
introduction  from  the  United  States. 

When  proceeding  to  notice  the  character  and  working 
of  School-District  Libraries,  as  they  then  existed  in  several 
States  of  the  Union,  the  Reporter  wrote :  "  In  all  the 
United  States'  systems  of  Public  School  Libraries  there  is 
one  principle  which,  I  think,  is  essential,  ....  that  of 
granting  public  aid  upon  the  condition  of  local  exertion 
and  of  .making  the  bestowment  of  the  former  instrumental 
in  the  development  of  the  latter.  In  addition  to  the  recog- 
nition of  this  principle,  I  have  deemed  it  essential  to  a 
national  system  of  Public  School  Libraries  to  provide  for 
the  accomplishment  of  the  following  objects  : — 

"  (1)  The  prevention  of  the  expenditure  of  any  part  Beforuof 
of  the  Library  fund  in  the  purchase  and  circulation  ^'^^, 
of  books  having  a  tendency  to  subvert  public  morals,  '^^^ 
or  to  vitiate  the  pubhc  taste.  1840.57. 

"  (2)  The  protection  of  the  local  bodies  against  andapp. 
imposition  by  interested  itinerant  book-vendors,  in 
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regard  both  to  tlie  prices  aud  the  character  of  the  books    ' 
introduced  into  their  Libraries.  ' 

"  (3)    The  placing  of  the  remotest    municipaUties 
upon  an  equal  footing  with  those  iidjoiningthe  metro- 
poUs,  in  regard  to  tlie  terrna  and  facilities  of  procuring    i 
books ;    with   the    single    exception    of  the    cost  of 
transmission." 
On  the  use  of  the  term  '  School  Libraries,'  the  Reporter 
subsequently  makes  this  explanatory  remark  :  "  The  term 
'  School  Libraries '  does  not  imply  that  the  Libraries  are 
specially  designed  for  the  benefit  of  Common  School  pupils. 
They  are,  in  point  of  fact,  Public  Libraries,  intended  for 
the  use  of  the  general  population.     They   are   entitled 
'school  libraries'    because  their  estabhshment    has    been 
provided  for  in  the  School  Acts,  and  their  management  con- 
fided to  tlie  School  authorities.''     In  this  case,  therefon^ 
the  wording  of  the  Canadian  Acts  means  exactly  what  is 
meant  by  the  wording  of  similar  Acts  in  the  States  of  the 
Union. 

irtibioi.  The  Commissioners  of  Crown  Lands  in  Canada  having 

dihi^    set  apart  a  million  of  acres  of  public  land — under  the  pro- 

^,,,    visions  of  the  Act  12  Vict.,  c.  200— for  Common  Schod 

«CMiiit.     purposes,  it  was  enacted   (by  c.  20   of  the    Consolidated 

S(afiitcs)  that  all  monies  accruing  from  their  sale  should  be 

applied  towards  creating  a  capital  snin,  sufficient,  at  the 

rate  of  six  per  cent.,  per  annum,  to  create  a  clear  annual 

income  of  400,000  dollars  (£83,^30) ;  and  that  the  fund  so 

created  and  its  annual  income  should  not  be  appropriated 

to  any  purpose  whatever  other  than  that  of  the  support  of 

Common  Schools,  and  the  establishment  of  Township  and 

Parish  Libraries. 

It  was  further  enacted  that  until  the  sale  of  llie  public 
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lands  should  have  sufficed  to  produce  a  minioium  net  yearly 
income  equal  to  one  half  of  the  ultimate  income  so  provided 
for — namely,  200,000  dollars — ^that  minimum  sum  should 
be  annually  granted  out  of  unappropriated  monies  levied 
for  public  uses  by  authority  of  the  Legislature  of  the 
Province. 

The  School  Act  of  1850  imposed  on  the  Superintendent  c«n«»» 

*•  *•  .       .  School-Act 

of  Education  for  the  Province  the  duty  of  apportioning,  otisw^^ss, 
year  by  year,  the  several  sums  so  granted  or  appropriated,  *^' 
to  the  various  counties  and  townships  of  Upper  Canada, 
under  this  one  ruling  condition :  "  That  no  aid  shall  be 
given  towards  the  establishment  and  support  of  any  such 
Library,  unless  an  equal  amount  be  contributed  or  expended 
from  local  sources  for  the  same  object/' 

Under  the  provisions  of  this  Act  the  Council  of  Public 
Instruction  made  the  following  regulations :— (1)  There 
may  be  *  School-Section  Libraries '  or  *  Township  Libraries,* 
as  each  township  municipality  shall  prefer.  In  case  of  the 
establishment  of  a  Township  Library,  the  township  Council 
may  either  cause  the  books  to  be  deposited  in  one  place — 
as  a  central  library — or  may  recognise  each  '  School- 
Section  ^  within  its  jurisdiction  as  a  branch  of  the  *  Town- 
ship Library  Coi-poration,'  and  cause  the  Library  to  be 
divided  into  parts  or  sections ;  allowing  each  of  them  to  be 
circulated,  in  succession,  in  each  School  District.  (2)  Each 
Township  Library  shall  be  put  under  the  management  of 
the  Township  Corporation,  and  each  branch  or  '  School- 
Section  Library*  under  that  of  the  *  School-Section  Corpora- 
tion/ The  power  of  appointment  and  removal  of  the 
Librarian  of  a  Township  Library  is  vested  in  the  township 
Council.  The  like  power  in  respect  to  a  School-Section  ^^^^'^^ 
Library   is   vested  in   the  'Trustee   Corporation'  of  the  m7,p.iM. 
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ii»Nii|.|,iy         ])r.  Rykrson's  first  step  in  dischanre  of  the  dutyU 

( iiniiii.ii.      upon  liim,  ns  Chief  Superintendent^  was  to  Tisit  fio|^ 

Tor  the  purpose  of  establishing  a  direct  and 


sup]>ly  of  the  best  books,  and  on  the  cheapest  tenns.  E 
\)h\cv{\  himself  in  communication  with  the  Educatk 
Departments,  both  of  England  and  Ireland,  as  well  as  wil 
th('  KNuIing  publishers.  The  course  so  taken  was  n 
H(T('ptable  to  n  certain  portion  of  the  Canadian  book-trad 
It  lurordingly  led  the  way  to  subsequent  oppoaiticMi  an 
obstruct  ions,  of  various  kind,  to  the  due  wcH'kuig  an 
growl li  of  the  Town  Library  system.  But  it  was  an  ai 
iu*rl()rmc(l  in  obvious  pursuance  of  public  duty  and  it  ba 
good  fruit. 

Onr  instanre  of  its  operation  may  be  given,  incidentaD] 

in  \vv\  iVw  words.     Shortly  after  the  establishment  of  Hk 

Canadian  Libraries  there  occurred  at  New  York  those  laq 

piuu'hases  for  the  Indiana  Township  Libraries  which  I  hi 

o('(*asion  to  mrntion  in  the  last  chapter.     Books  were  the 

pnrrhasrd  in  bulk, — the  quantities  equalling,  and  sometinn 

smpassing,  the  number  of  an  ordinary  edition.     When 

printoil  Indiana  I'lducation  Report  made  the  prices  publi 

it  was  notired  that  many  of  the  same  books  were  regulari 

.s^niai        8np|)lied  to  the  remotest  townships  of  Upper  Canada,  h 

.\,h.H.i  hiu-*    the  Education  Department  at  Toronto,  on  lower  terms,  fi 

LmXV  »   single  copies,  than  had  been  given,  at  New  York,  for  oopii 

bought  by  the  five  hundred,  or  the  fifteen  hundred  at  a  tioM 

The  next  step  was  to  visit  the  various  counties  of  tl 

Province,  in  order  to  stir  up  public  opinion  on  the  subjei 

generally ;  to  induce  that  local  taxation  for  Free  Librarii 

on  which  all  the  action  of  the  Education  Department  wi 

dependent ;  and  to  elicit  the  relative  [)referability,  in  varioi 

[)arts  of  the  Province,  of  Township  collections  or  of  Schod 

District  collections. 
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It  was  found  that  there  was  a  very  considerable  amount  Kewiutiont 
of  willingness  to  act  under  the  legislation  of  1850.     Gene-  Meeuogi 
rally  speaking,  the  Township,  as  the  administrative  unit  of  p^f LTra- 
a  Free  Library  system,   was   thought  preferable   to  the  "*** 
School-Section.     Thus,  for  example,  the  inhabitants  of  the 
united  counties  of  Middlesex  and  £tgin  resolved,  in  their 
county  meeting:  ''That  the  establishment  of  Township 
Libraries  appears  to  us  far  preferable  to  that  of  County,  or 
of  School-Sectional  Libraries.'^     Those  of  S torment  and 
Glengarry : — "  That,  in   the  opinion  of  this  meeting,  it 
would  be  desirable  to  establish  Public  Libraries  in  every 
County ;  that  these  might  be  established  on  the  principle! 
"  of  a  combination  of  the  system  of  County,  Township,  and 
School-Sectional  Libraries ; — the  County  Libraries  to  con- 
tain the  more  large  and  expensive  works,  .  .  for  reference ; 
the  Township  Libraries  to  consist  of  a  general  selection 
from  the  List  [^.  e.,  the  List  of  Books  drawn  up  by  the 
Education  Department],  and  to  be  established  on  the  cir- 
culating or    perambulatory   system   among    the    several 
School-sections/'     Those,  again,  of  the  Counties  of  Prescott 
and  Russell  thus  expressed  their  views : — "  That,  in  the 
opinion  of  this  Convention,  Township  Libraries '  should  be 
estabhshed,  as  being  best  fitted  to  promote  the  diffusion  of 
useful  information  among  the  People ;  but  with  the  power  j^^^^^^^ 
of  dividing  and  circulating  the  books  among  the  different  ^^^^  "^f 
School-sections  of  the  Township/'  pp.iao,*icqq. 

In  many  townships  the  local  contributions  were  quickly 
made.  Before  the  close  of  the  year  1853  a  considerable 
number  of  Free  Township  Libraries  were  in  course  of 
formation. 

The  first  act  of  the  Education  Department,  in  regard  to 
the  establishment  of  each  Library  individually,  was  the 
circulation  of  its  authorized  list  of  books.     Sometimes,  the 
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local  boards  made  a  choice  from  this  list,  acoordiag  to  tli 
means.  SoraetimeSi  they  requested  the  Chief  Super 
tendent  to  make  the  choice  on  their  behalf. 

The  principles  by  which  the  Department  was  govern 
ill  tlM3  preparation  of  the  authorized  Catalogue  are  su 
ciently  indicated  in  the  following  extract  from  one  of 
Re[)orts  : — "  In  order  to  prevent  the  introdaction  of  ii 
proper  books  into  Libraries  it  is  required  that  no  bo 
shnll  l)e  admitted  into  any  Public  School  Library,  so  esl 
l)]ishcd|  which  is  not  included  in  the  Catalogue  of  Pub 
School  Library  books,  prepared  according  to  law.  T 
principles  by  which  the  Council  has  been  guided  .  . 
arc  these : — 

"(I)  The  Council  regards  it  as  imperative  that 
work  of  a  licentious,  vicious,  or  immoral,  tendency,  ai 
no   work  hostile  to  the   Christian  religion,  shall 
admitted  into  the  Libraries. 

"  (2)  Noris  it,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Council,  ooi 
patible  with  the  object  of  the  Public  School  Librar 
to  introduce  into  them  controversial  works  on  Theolof 
or  works  of  denominational  controversy ;  although 
would  not  be  desirable  to  exclude  all  historical 
other  works  in  which  such  topics  are  referred  to  ai 
discussed.  And  it  is  desirable  to  include  a  selectii 
of  suitable  works  on  the  Evidences  of  Natural  ai 
Revealed  Religion. 

**  (3)  In  regard  to  works  on  Ecclesiastical  Hiatoi 
the  Council  agree  to  a  selection  of  the  most  approvi 
works  on  each  side. 

"(4)    With    these  exceptions,   and   within    the 
limitations,  it  is  the  opinion  of  the  Council  that 
wide  a  selection  as  possible  should  be  made  of  usd 
and  entertaining  books     ....     in  the  vario 
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departments   of    human    knowledge;    leaving    each 
Municipality  to  consult  its  own  taste  and  exercise  its 
own  discretion  in  selecting  books  from  the  General 
Catalogue." 
In  the  course  of  a  despatch^  addressed^  in  December,  1854, 
to  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies,  Lord  Elgin, — when 
reviewing  his  administration  of  the  government  of  Canada, — 
spokeof  the  establishmentof  these  Township  Libraries  as  chief 
among  the  measures  to  which  he  looked  back  with  special 
satisfaction.    He  eulogized  the  manner  in  which  the  Council 
of  Public  Instruction  had  discharged  its  share  of  the  duties 
connected  with  their  formation.    He  referred,  in  particular,  il^I^^S'/o' 
to  the  Catalogue  of  authorized  books,  as  affording  "  ample  ^T^J^ 
proof  of  the  intelligent  and  liberal   spirit   in  which   the  ^^'^»^ 
Council  had  carried  out  the  principles  "  laid  down  by  the 
Canadian  Legislature,  in  the  Act  of  1850. 

It  may  fitly  here  be  added  that  when  the  Legislature  of 
the  Province  of  New  Brutiswick  came  to  establish,  in  its 
turn,  a  system  of  Free  Township  Libraries,  framed  gene- 
rally after  the  pattern  of  those  of  Canada,  it  so  far  modified 
the  principles  laid  down  by  the  Toronto  Board  of  Education 
on  the  choice  of  books,  as  to  imply  an  opinion  that  it  would  ?*^^" 
be  better  to  leave  out  altogether,  in  the  composition  of  such  into  the 
libraries,  works  of  the  class  spoken  of  in  the  third  para-  i^^Lot 
graph  (extracted  above),  and  in  the  latter  part  of  the  second.  JJ?^.*""*" 
In  itself,  the  change  by  no  means  bears  the  aspect  of  an 
improvement.     Probably,  it  was  made  in  view  of  the  jea- 
lousies and  difficulties  which  had  been  found  seriously  to 
impede  the  Library  operations  in  Canada,  and  which  had 
obviously   grown  out   of  the    rivalry    of  the   conflicting 
creeds. 

In  this — as  in  so  many  another — field  of  labour  the 
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Government  of  Canada  hud,  at  that  time,  a  difficult  task. 
There  were,  in  the  Pro\'ii]ee,  leaders — claiming  to  shape 
the  policy  of  large  bodies  of  men — wlio  looked  with  the 
utmost  jealousy  upon  every  educational  measure,  uncon- 
nected with  a  specific  denomination  in  religion.  Leaders 
of  that  sort  preferred  enfire  inaction,  to  any  course  of 
public  effort  which  sought  to  lift  itself  wholly  above 
sectarianism.  ' 

But,  in  spite  of  many  obstacles  (of  this  and  of  other 
kinds)  the  enei^tic  action  of  the  Education  Board  was 
attended  with  a  large  measure  of  success.  And  the  Board 
had  always  the  hearty  support  of  Lord  £LQtN  and  his 
cabinet. 

Before  the  close  of  1854,  the  Chief  Superintendent  was 
able  to  report  as  follows  : — "  Each  of  the  forty-two  counties 
in  Upper  Canada — with  the  exception  of  those  of  Adding- 
ton,  Bruce,  and  Victoria — has  availed  itself  of  the  facilities 
which  this  Department  has  been  enabled,  through  the 
hberality  of  the  Legislature,  to  afford.  These  facilities  have 
been  equally  open  to  the  most  distant  School-Sections  as 
to  the  Metropolis ;  to  the  most  remote  and  thinly  inhabited 
municipalities,  as  well  as  to  the  most  populous  and  wealtby. 
Each  has  been  aided  from  the  legislative  grant,  and 
supplied  with  books,  according  to  the  e^Etent  of  their  own 
exertions,  and  the  amount  of  money  contributed  froth  th«i^ 
own  resources." 

Within  the  four  years  ending  in  1857  the  amount  raised 
from  the  local  resources  for  the  purchase  of  books  for 
township  libraries  was  £10,537  sterling — exclusive  of  the 
sum  provided  for  expenses  of  maintenance — and  that  con- 
tributed for  the  Uke  purpose,  by  legisintive  grant,  was 
£10,727  ;  the  additional  ninety-tive  ]>ounds  having  been 
granted,  in   excess  of  the  local  contributions,  chiefly  on 


CHARACTER  OF  THE  CANADIAN  LIBRARIES,  ETC.  358 

account  of  the  accidental  destruction  of  one  of  the  town- 
ship Ubraries  by  fire.  The  number  of  volumes  provided 
through  the  Education  Department,  during  the  same  period, 
was  160,276. 

The  details  may  be  briefly  exhibited  thus : 


Fbee  Township  Libeabies  op  Upper  Canada. 

1854—1857. 

AOOBEGATE   NUMBEB   OF   VOLUMES    DISTBIBUTED  IN    EACH 
i                    YEAB;    AMOUNT    OF    EXPENDITUBB  FOB  BOOKS   EXCLU- 
SIVELY; AND  HOW  PROVIDED:— 

1 

1 

( 
Number  of      i 

How  Defrayed  : 

YXAR. 

i 

1854 
1855 
1856 

i     1857 

1 

Volumes 

DiSTEIBUTSD. 

100,164 
16,578 
13,701 
29,833 

Amount  o7 
Cost. 

£ 
12,844 

2,486 
1,818 
4,116 

£21,264 

From  Local 
Funds. 

£ 
6,422 
1,243 

909 
1,963 

Fbom  Legis- 
lative Grakt. 

£ 

6,422 

1,243 

909 

2,153 

1 

Total  of  four  years,  160,276 

£10,537         £10,727 

It  will  suflBciently  illustrate  the  composition  of  the  libra-  character  of 


ries  so  created,  if  it  be  stated  that  of  the  100,164  volumes  formed  under 
distributed  between  November,  1853,  and  December,  1854,  f^^^^ 
inclusive,  34,719  volumes  were  works  of  History,  Biogra- 
phy,  and   Travel;    namely   in    History   proper,    17,342 
volumes;  in  Biography,  10,449  volumes;  in  Voyages  and 
Travels,  6928  volumes. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year  1860,  the  number  of 
volumes  distributed  by  the  agency  of  the  Education  De- 
partment to  the  Township  Libraries  had  increased  to 
203,857  volumes.  Of  these,  31,296  volumes  were  books 
of  History  proper;  19,622  were  biographical  works,  and 
13,246  were  works  treating  of  voyage  and  travel.     The 

23 
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selections  made  daring  the  same  period  in  the  dan 
*  Zoology*  amounted  to  12j680  volumes ;  in  ^  Botamf^  \J^ 
2310;  in  'Geology  and  Mineralogy  I  to  1530;  in  other 
branches  of  Natural  History,  6024.  The  works  which 
treated  of  '  Agriculture  and  Manufactures '  amounted  to 
about  16,000  volumes;  those  on  'Mental  and  Mord 
Philosophy,*  and  on  various  educational  topics,  to  about 
50,000  volumes.  The  selection  in  other  departmenb 
embraced  an  excellent  series  of  works  in  *  Poetry,*  in  ^Prote 
Fiction!  and  in  many  other  branches  of  Literatnre.  The 
majority  of  the  selections  were  made,  from  the  authoriied 
lists,  by  the  local  promoters  of  the  several  libraries. 

Toui  number  According  to  a  table  printed  in  1859,  the  total  number 
in  Canada,  of  Frcc  Libraries  (exclusive  of  a  multitude  of  small  col- 
lections connected  with  Sunday  Schools)  in  the  Province 
of  Upper  Canada  amounted  to  seventy-seven  in  towns,  aod 
to  four  hundred  and  sixty-five  in  counties.  The  libraries 
of  the  towns — many  of  them  merely  in  the  cradle — ^then 
contained,  in  the  aggregate^  58,066  volumes;  those  of  the 
Appendix  to    countics,  199,120  volumes.    Including  the  School  Libraries 

Iteport$  of  .  °  , 

Education     of  all  kiuds,  the  number  of  hoo\i^  freely  accessible  in  ITppa 
^Z\\\y^^^  Canada — according    to   that    table — amounted  in  all  to 

Manual  of        ^Oiy^iOh, 

assT ''  *""  '^^^®  statistics  of  the  use  made  of  these  libraries  are  not 
available  with  any  approach  to  Uke  minuteness.  But  the 
evidence  of  the  most  competent  authorities  establishes  the 
fact  that  it  has  been  large  and  satisfactory. 

Two  years  earlier,  a  Report  of  the  Superintendent  of 
Education  in  Lower  Canada  stated  the  number  of  its  Free 
Parish  Libraries  as  amounting  to  ninety-six — exclusive  of 
the  Libraries  of  Quebec  and  Montreal — with  an  aggregate 
of  60,510  volumes. 
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In  the  Upper  Province,  the  Reports  of  tie  Education 
Board  are  found  to  recur,  repeatedly,  to  tlie  topic  of  opposi- 
offered  by  a  section — but  by  a  section  only — of  the 
Canadian  book-trade,  to  the  methods  by  which  the  Town- 
whip  Libraries  have  been  supplied  with  books,  under 
J  provisions  of  the  legislation  of  1S50.  The  opposition 
ir&s  illogical,  as  well  as  illiberal.  Its  shortsightedness  was 
plain  as  was  its  paltriness.  But  the  spirit  that 
|dictated  it  lias,  unfortunately,  nothing  that  belongs  specially 
\  Canada.  And  the  answer  made  by  Dr.  Ryerson  (in 
;  of  those  Reports,)  has  a  wide  applicability,  as  well  as 
en  incontrovertible  truth. 

"  If  booksellers,"  says  a  Special  Report  on  the  working 
of  the  Library  and  School  Laws,  written  in  1 858,  "content 
themselves  with  their  legitimate  sphere  of  trade,  all  that  is 
done  by  the  Municipalities  and  School  authorities,  through 
the  aid  of  the  Education  Department,  to  establish  Public 
Libraries,  will  (as  it  has  already  done,  as  shown  by  the 
Customs'  Returns)  contribute  to  a  greafer  demand  for 
printed  books  on  the  part  of  individuals  and  of  families." 
This  passage  has  a  pregnant  bearing  on  trade  influences 
(exerted  much  nearer  home)  which  have  both  injured  our 
Public  Libraries,  and  checked  the  natural  productiveness — 
intellectual  and  moral — of  a  large  actual  expenditure,  from 
public  funds,  devoted  to  the  preparation  and  printing  of 
what  ought  to  be  (in  a  sense  never  yet  realized)  'public  ' 
books. 

To  the  general  good  working  of  the  Canadian  Library 

system,  better  or  more  independent  testimony  could  hardly 

he  desired  than  thiit  which  was  given,  a  few  years  ago,  by 

the  late  Commissioner  of  Public  Schools  in  the  State  of 

.  Rhode  Island  : — 

"The  plan  of  providing  School -District  [or  Township] 
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Libraries,  adopted  by  the  Parliament  of  Canada,  is  un- 
doubtedly tlie  wisest  that  has  yet  been  acted  upon.  .  .  . 
Tlie  books  that  thus  go  into  the  Libraries  are  books  that 
have  been  well  examined.  The  Libraries  purchase  them  at 
wholesale  prices,  and  of  course  can  obtaiu  a  much  lai^ 
amount  of  reading  matter,  for  their  money,  than  as  though 
they  had  each  to  make  the  purchase  direct  from  the  book- 
sellers for  themselves.  .  ,  .  And  the  local  communi- 
ties are  stimulated  to  do  something  for  themselves,  as  well 
as  to  ask  that  something  may  be  done  for  them." 

To  that  opinion,  Mr.  BARNAao  added  another:  Some 
such  plan,  he  thought,  "  might  be  carried  into  effect  in  our 
own  State,  greatly  to  the  profit  of  the  comnumity." 


When  Lord  Elgin — to  the  regret  of  all  that  in  Canada 
was  best  in  public  opinion,  and  truest  in  public  feeling — 
took  his  leave  of  the  Province  which  he  had  governed  so 
ably,  he  said: — "I  look  upon  your  Township  and  County 
Libraries  as  the  crown  and  glory  of  the  institutions  of  this 
Province." 

That  passage  occurs  in  one  of  Lord  Elgin's  parting  ad- 
dresses, delivered  shortly  before  he  set  sail  for  England.  The 
measure  to  which  the  Governor-General  bore  such  striking 
testimony  was  one  wearing  a  veiy  quiet  aspect.  It  had 
come  into  operation  without  any  preliminary  flourish  of 
trumpets.  It  had  achieved  a  large  amount  of  educationa] 
work,  in  the  face  of  much  and  bitter  opposition.  The  tes- 
timony so  borne  to  its  results  is  that  of  a  great  public 
servant; — greut  in  his  ability  to  wield  power,  whether  as 
minister  or  as  ruler ;  but  greater  still,  as  all  his  countr)-raen 
now  know,  in  bis  capacity  for  self-sacrifice  at  the  cidl  o( 
public  duty. 


» 
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Glancing  backward,  for  a  moment,  over  the  small,  but  ' 
not  unfruitful,  field  of  social  effort  which  has  been  very  - 
imperfectly  surveyed    in  the   preceding  pages,  it  will  be  i 
seen  that  the  means  used  in  many  countries,  at  very  dif- 
ferent times,  and  under  most  varied  degrees  of  civilisation, 
towards  securing  a  permanent  provision  of  books  for  public 
use  are   marked,  on  the  whole,  much  more  by  features 
common  to  them  all,  than  by  their  many  distinctive  pecu- 
liarities.     Under   great    variety    of  social    circumstances, 
agencies  directly  Municipal  have  been  employed  for  this 
piurpose.     But  their  employment  has  rarely  proved  effec- 
tive, save  in  constant  union  with  the  liberality,  and  with  the 
active  exertion,  of  individual  citizens,  in  their  private  and 
personal  capacity. 

Probably,  few  years  have  passed,  between  that  distant 
meeting  of  the  Town  Council  of  Aix  which  was  called, 
for  the  establishment  of  a  'Town  Library,'  in  the  year 
1418,  and  the  meeting  for  a  like  purpose  of  the  Town 
Council  of  Bradford,  held  but  the  other  day  (lS6S),  which 
have  not  been  marked,  in  one  country  or  another,  by  the 
founding  of  a  Town  Library  of  some  sort.  Many  of  those 
four  hundred  and  fifty  years  witnessed  the  fomiation  of 

» several  such  libraries. 
The  'Notices  of  Collectors'  which  close  the  present 
volume  contain  a  brief  account  of  the  origin  of  about  one 
hundred  and  eighty  existing  Town  Libraries  in  primary 
collections  which  passed,  eventually,  from  the  possession 
of  individual  gatherers  or  owners  into  the  collective  pos- 

I  session  of  some  town  or  other. 
A  few  of  these  came  as  accessions  to  Town  Libraries 
already  formed.     A  large  majority  of  them  were  the  foun- 
dation collections  on  which  Town  Libraries  were  based. 
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Of  the  whole  number  so  noticed,  in  the  pages  whicli 
follow,  only  sixteen  were  acquired  by  municipal  purchase. 
One  hundred  and  sixty-tour  were  the  gifts — coramonly  flie 
testamentary  gifts — of  book-lovers  who  desired  to  diffuse 
an  enjoyment  and  a  means  of  self-culture  which,  by  no 
Bmall  proportion  of  their  number,  had  been  found  full  of 
power  both  to  facilitate  the  duties  and  to  solace  the  cares 
of  human  life. 

Of  those  who,  by  this  particular  channel  of  social  beue- 
ficence,  have  tried  to  sei-ve  the  towiis  with  which  they  had 
social  ties,  no  less  than  sixty-six  have  been  Italians ;  about 
fifty  have  been  Gennans*  or  Swiss;  eighteen,  Frenchmen. 
England,  Scotland,  and  Ireland,  together,  can  claim  but 
thirteen  who  hold  even  a  moderately  conspicuous  position 
in  such  a  list.  In  date,  the  recorded  benefactions  of  this 
class  range  from  the  year  1430  to  1SG8. 

The  earliest  instance  of  the  purchase,  by  a  Municipality, 
of  any  notable  collection  of  books — the  record  of  which  has 
come  under  the  writer's  notice — occurred  iu  1530,  wlieu 
the  town  authorities  of  Nuremberg  bought  part  of  the 
famous  Library  of  Bilibald  Pihckheimek.  Those  of 
Geneva  bought  the  Library  of  Calvin  in  1565,  and  that 
of  another  eminent  citizen,  before  the  close  of  the  same  year. 
The  Municipality  of  Caen  piu'chased  a  valuable  library,  in 
order  to  devote  it  to  public  use,  in  1607.  Grenoble  fol- 
lowed the  example  in  1772;  Rouen — on  a  grand  scale — 
in  183S,  when  it  acquired  the  fine  collection  which  had 
been  formed  by  M.  Leber. 

•  Thifl  number  would  probably  be  almost  trebled  if  all  who  have  been 
notable  benefactors  to  German  Town  Libi-arieB  were  to  be  taken  into 
account.  But,  as  in  tbe  otber  instances  cited,  the  statement  refers  onlj 
to  the  givers  of  collcctiouH  considerable  enough  to  be  the  foundation, 
or  virtual  foundation,  of  a  Public  Library. 
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On  the  Continent  of  Europe,  the  Town  Libraries  {as  a 
general  rule,  subject  of  course  to  its  occasional  exceptions, 
here  and  there)  have  been  freely  nccessible  to  the  inhabit- 
ants at  large.  And  they  have  had,  almost  universally,  a 
regular  maintenance  fund,  of  some  sort,  from  municipal 
sources. 

But,  until  a  recent  date,  although  in  nearly  all  the  great 
countries  of  Europe  the  principle  had  come  to  be  recog- 
nised tliat  a  '  Town  Library'  ought  to  be  among  the 
established  municipal  institutions,  and  many  hundreds  of 
such  libraries  had  been  actually  formed,  the  means  assigned 
for  their  support  were,  in  a  very  large  number  of  cases, 
quite  insuiRcient  to  ensure  either  creditable  maintenance  or 
good  educational  results. 

In  Britain,  the  number  of  Town  Libraries — of  any  kind, 
with  any  amount  of  maintenance,  or  of  any  degree  of  public 
accessibility — has,  at  all  times,  beeu  conspicuously  out  of 
harmony  both  with  national  wealth,  and  with  educational 
needs.  When  the  want  of  such  institutions  came  to  be,  in 
some  measure,  publicly  recognized,  the  bent  of  the  national 
mind  and  the  strong  influence  exerted  by  many  long- 
cstat>lished  habits  led,  usually  and  natiu-ally,  to  the  seeking 
of  its  supply,  rather  by  forming  new  private  societies  than 
by  imposing  a  new  public  function  on  the  old  Town 
Councils. 

And  in  this  track — as  the  reader  has  just  seen — our 
American  colonists  and  their  descendants  followed  us 
closely.  They  did  more  than  follow.  They  carried  out 
the  institution  of  associative  Libraries  over  the  length  and 
breadth  of  settled  North  America  with  a  thorough tiess 
which  has  never  been  realised,  to  a  like  extent,  at  home. 

As    regards  those   very    few    'Town    Libraries'  of  old 
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foundation  which  had  some  sort  of  municipal  existei 
amongst  us^  there  is  warrant  for  saying  that  their  exj 
ricnce  resembled  that  of  a  great  majority  of  the  To 
Libraries  of  the  Continent  of  Europe  in  two  particalars : 

(1)  The  best  and  most  useful  of  them  have  owed  much  mi 
to  the  Uberality  of  private  benefactors,  than  to  that  of  I 
Municipal  functionaries  who  are  their  official  guardia 

(2)  Those  of  them — whatever  their  original  value  or  tli 
n)cans  of  increase  and  maintenance — which  had  been  left 
private  trusteeship,  for  public  uses,  have  failed  (usually) 
adapt  themselves  to  altei*ed  local  circumstances^  or  to  mi 
the  growing  requirements  of  the  Public. 

If  municipalities  have  very  often  failed  to  recognise  1 
public  utility  of  a  liberal  expenditure  for  the  maintenai 
of  Libraries  entrusted  to  their  charge,  it  has  less  frequcD 
been  their  fault  to  omit  the  enforcement  of  public  duty 
or  of  some  tolerable  approach  towards  it — from  subordini 
functionaries. 

The  history  of  the  ancient  'Common  Library  in  t 
(Juildhair  of  London  is,  it  has  been  shewn^  very  obscu] 
lUit  the  little  that  is  known  of  the  matter  raises  a  fair  pi 
bability  that  the  first  Town  Library  founded  in  Engla 
w^as  but  two  years  later  hi  date  than  the  first  To^ 
Library  founded  in  France.  It  is  also  probable  that  1 
old  Guildhall  Library  was  placed  under  the  joint  8up( 
vision  of  the  Franciscan  Monks  of  London  and  of  1 
Municipality.  Be  that  as  it  may,  the  library  was  entin 
destroyed  in  1550.  The  old  Town  Library  of  Norwi 
dates  only  from  the  year  IGOS ;  that  of  Bristol  from  161 
that  of  Leicester  from  1632.  Of  these,  the  Norwi 
Library  alone  was  begun  by  municipal  effort;  the  oth 
originated  in  private  gifts,  committed  to  the  local  Corpo: 
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tions  as  trustees.  None  of  them  had  any  adequate  main- 
tenance fund.     All  fell  into  a  state  of  disorder  and  neglect. 

The  *  Chetham  Library'  at  Manchester — our  solitary 
*  Free  Library/  in  any  strict  sense  of  the  term,  prior  to  the 
passing  of  the  Act  of  1850 — has  kept  open  doors  for  more 
than  two  centimes,  but  the  additions  made  to  its  shelves 
have  been  very  slender.  The  Founder's  liberality  led  to 
no  emulation  of  his  example.  In  the  administration  of  his 
trust,  his  feoffees  have  habitually  increased  the  eflSciency  of 
their  School  by  lessening  the  eflBciency  of  their  Library. 

If  the  legislation  begun,  tentatively,  in  1850  should  be 
hereafter  effectively  carried  out,  its  principle  will  be  found 
to  be  just  as  applicable  to  the  improvement  of  old  Town 
Libraries  as  to  the  foundation  of  new  ones. 

By  the  imposition  of  a  rate  so  small  that  it  can  never 
become  burdensome  to  any  class  of  ratepayers,  nearly 
half  a  million  of  volumes  have  been  already  provided 
for  free  public  use,  in  thirty-four  British  towns.  Without 
exception,  the  working  of  all  the  Free  Libraries  so  esta- 
blished— and  brought  into  active  operation — has  proved 
eminently  satisfactory  to  all  classes  of  the  ratepayers.  It 
has  largely  promoted  that  industrial  education  which  fits 
men  for  their  specific  callings  in  life,  as  well  as  that  wider 
education  which  reaches  farther  and  higher ;  and  in  not  a 
few  towns  the  introduction  of  the  rating  principle  has 
already  proved  itself  to  be,  not  a  discouragement,  but  a 
strong  stimulant,  to  the  exercise  of  private  liberality.  For 
it  is  seen  to  give  the  best  possible  assurance  that  liberal 
efforts  to  promote  the  intellectual  self-culture  of  a  present 
generation  will  continue  to  be  productive  of  good  to  gene- 
rations yet  to  come. 

The  'Notices'  that   follow  will  be  found  to  mention 
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several  instances  in  which,  for  want  of  some  such  security 
as  to  means  of  permanent  maintenance,  good  gifts  to  a  com- 
munity have  been  wholly  lost ;  and  many  more  in  which  that 
want  has  restricted  the  proper  fruitfiilness  of  such  gifts. 
But  the  record  is  full  of  encouragement  for  the  promoters 
of  Free  Public  Libraries,  as  institutions  not  a  whit  more 
necessary  to  thorough  civilisation,  than  they  are  within  the 
true  scope  of  municipal  action. 

A  word  of  apology  for  the  omissions  and  shortcomings  of 
the  'Notices  of  Collectors'  will  scarcely  be  superfluous. 
Some  of  these  faults  may,  perhaps,  fairly  be  thought  incidental 
to  Vi  first  attempt  at  any  such  List,  drawn  up  with  special  re- 
ference to  the  Libraries  into  which  Collections,  once  famous 
in  their  relation  to  a  particular  founder  or  gatherer,  have 
ultimately  passed.  Other  faults  are  simply  those  of  the 
writer.  It  is  believed,  however,  that  the  List, — ^with  all  its 
faults, — will  in  a  reasonable  measure  meet  a  real  want 
That  want  is  one  which  has  been  often  felt  by  many  in- 
quirers into  some  small  but  very  interesting  points  of 
literary  history.  It  is  for  this  reason  that  the  '  Notices' 
have  been  extended  to  Collectors  whose  books  are  known 
to  have  passed  into  other  existing  Libraries  than  those 
Municipal  Collections  which  form  the  special  subject  of  this 
volume. 
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[Page  19.] 
(91,  line  31) /or  *  Berlin'  read  '  Berian.' 

[Page  24.] 

(119*)  Charles  Bonnet,  *  20  May,  1793. 

OeneVft: — Town  Library,  [MS,  Collections  and  Correspon- 
dence,^ 

The  greater  part  of  the  valuable  Correspondence  and  other  MSS. 
of  Bonnet,  preserved  at  Geneva,  is  still,  1  believe,  inedited. 

[Page  26.] 
Add— 

(122*)  Jonathan  Boucher,  *  27  April,  1804. 

Oxford ; — Bodleian  Library,  [Collection  of  Tracts  on  American 
Affairs  and  History,^ 

Acquired,  by  purchase,  in  1836. 

(126*)  Nathaniel  Bowditch,  *  16  March,  1838. 

Boston  {Massachusetts)  : — Free  City  Library,     [Printed  Books, 

Bowditch' 8  Library  was  first  opened  to  the  public  of  Boston  in 
the  family  house.  On  the  foundation  of  the  City  Library  it  was 
given  to  the  Corporation.  The  Collection  is  one  of  much  value, 
especially  in  Mathematical  Literature,  and  it  is  separately  preserved. 

[Page  28.] 
Add— 

(136*)  James  Bruce,  *  27  April,  1794. 

Oxford  \— Bodleian  Library,     [Oriental  MSS.] 

A  Collection  of  MSS.  made  by  Bbuce  during  his  travels — com- 


364  CORRECTIONS,  ETC.,  TO  THE 

prising  70  Arabic  and  26  Ethiopic — was  purchaied  by  the  1^IUfe^ 
sity  of  Oxford  in  1843. 

[Page  41.] 
Add^ 

(188*)  George  Chaliners,  *  31  May,  1825. 


Oxford: — Bodleian  lAbrary.     [CoUectitm  ofTraeU  on 
Affairs  and  History,'] 

Acquired  by  purchase  in  1841.  Another  considenble  portion  of 
Mr.  Chalmers'  Library  passed  into  the  Collection  of  Mr.  Jama 

CnossLEY,  of  Manchester. 

[Page  41.] 
Add— 

(191*)  Joseph  ChellL 

GrOBSetO  : — Chelli  Town  Library,     {^Printed  BookgJ] 

The  munificent  Founder  of  this  Library  opened  it  to  the  PnUk^ 
on  the  Ist  of  March,  1860,  with  five  thousand  Tolumes ;  and  gaie 
also  a  considerable  fund  for  augmentation.  Within  four  yean,  the 
Library  had  increased  to  more  than  25,000  yolomes ;  partly  by  pw- 
chases,  and  partly  by  numerous  gifts  which  came  from  many  parti  of 
Italy. 

[Page  44.] 
Add— 

(205*)  James  Coictier,  Physicim  to  LeuM  XI  (^ 

France,  *  1491  ? 

Paris ; — imperial  Library,     {MSS,] 
Aunay-les-Bondy : — Chateau  Library,     \MSS,\ 

Part  of  Coic  riEii's  Medical  Correspondence  is  now  in  the  ImpoU 
Library,  and  has,  it  is  said,  some  historical  interest.  Many  other  of 
his  MS8.  are  among  the  family  muniments  of  the  GovBOirKS*,  of 
Aunay-les-Bondy,  who  are  descended  from  him  by  the  female  lidOb 

[Page  57.] 
Add— 

(281*)  Sir  Charles  Locke  Eastlako,  ^  24  December, 

IS55. 

London : — Library  of  the  National  Gallery.     [Printed  BooJtC\ 
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[Page  68.] 
(289,  line  3)  for  *  bequeathed/  read  *  given  in  1818.' 

[Page  60.] 
Add— 

(297*)  Angelo  Pabbrini. 

OrOSSetO ; — ChelH  Town  Library.     [^Printed  Books."} 

Fabbbini  co-operated  in  the  munificent  foundation  of  the  Chelli 
Library,  by  the  gift  of  a  valuable  Collection  of  Books  ia  1860. 

[Page  60.] 
(301,  line  i;  add  ffi  1726. 

[Page  61.] 
(308,  line  1)  add  iji  22  October,  1798. 

[Page  64..] 
Add-- 

(325*)  Hugh  PoSCOlO,  *  10  October,  1827. 

Montpellier : — Toum  Library.     [^LetterM,'] 

[Page  65.] 

(330,  line  3)  omit  the  words :  '  together  with  that  of  his  brother,' 
&c.,  and  add — 

Paul  Jerome  Fbanzoni's  memory  deserves  especial  honour  in 
connection  with  the  main  topic  of  these  pages.  Just  a  century  ago 
he  devoted  a  fine  Library  to  the  instruction  of  the  lower  classes, 
more  particularly,  of  his  fellow-townsmen,  and  in  order  to  attain 
that  end  effectually  he  lighted  and  opened  his  Library  in  the  even- 
ings as  well  as  in  the  daynme.    This  was  done  about  the  year  1770. 

Add  also — 

(330*)  Jerome  Pranzoni,  *  1739. 

OenOft ; — Public  Library  of  the  Congregation  of  the  Civic  Mission 
of  St.  Charles.     [Printed  Books  and  MSS.} 

By  a  Will,  dated  3  October,  1727,  Jerome  Fbawzoni  gave  his 
Library  to  the  Congregation  of  the  Civic  Mission,  for  public  use. 
It  was  opened  on  the  9th  December,  1739.  The  Founder  also  be- 
queathed an  endowment  fund,  which  was  lost  during  the  disturbed 
period  which  ensued  some  sixty  vears  later.  The  Libraiy  contains 
nearly  23,000  printed  volumes  and  150  MSS. 
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[Page  69.] 
(353*)  Qa43ton,  Duke  of  Orleans,  ^  2  Febmaiy,  16( 

Paris : — imperial  Library.     [MSS.  and  Printed  Book*.'] 

A  considerable  part  of  Duke  G-abtov*b  Library  was  bonglil 
Colbert,  about  the  year  1667,  and  added  to  the  Koyal  Librarj 
France. 

[Page  74.] 
Add-^ 

(380*)  Henry  Qlynn,  *  1847. 

Oxford: — Bodleian  Library.     [Coifeeiion  of  Printed    Polit 

Tracts^ 

Acquired,  by  purchase^  in  18^7. 

[Page  79.] 
Add— 

(398*)  Jacob  Lewis  Charles  Grimm,  ^  20  Sept.,  18( 

Berlin : —  TTnivereity  Library,     [Printed  Book*,  ^c] 

The  conjoined  Libraries  of  Jacob  Grimh,  and  of  hia  brother,  ec 

? rising  78G2  works  in  about  12,000  volumes,  were  purchased,  by  i 
'russian  Ministry  of  Public  Instruction,  and  given  to  the  Rn 
University  in  the  year  1865. 

[Page  80.] 

(404i,  line  4)  add — but  it  was  not  opened,  it  seems,  for  public  n 
until  1785. 

[Page  88.1 
Add-- 

Bryan  HodgSOn,  ^  .     .     . 

Paris :— Imperial  Library,     [Tamul  and  Buddhist  MSS.] 

[Page  101.] 
(509,  line  S)/or  *  founded '  read  *  augmented.' 
Add— 

(511*)  Charles  Theodore  von  Kuestnor,  ^  •     •    , 

Berlin : — Theatre  Library,     [Printed  Books,  ^c] 

The  Library — chiefly  Dramatic — of  TDK  Kuestkeb  was  ffJTen 
Berlin  as  the  foundation  of  a  Public  Dramatic  Library,  to  be  cq 
nected  with  the  Town  Theatre. 
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[Page  111.] 

(557,  line  3)  read  'bequeathed  his  Library  to  the  Toum  qfPhikh 
delphia,^  omitting  the  tcords  *  as  an  augmentation/  <&c. 

[Page  111.] 
(561,  line  S)for  '  bequeathed,'  read  *  gave,  in  the  year  1765.* 

[Page  113.] 
(572)  omit  the  note  within  brackets. 

[Page  116.] 
(589,  line  2)  oJi  i{(  2  November,  1713. 

(620,  line  4)  add-- 

Part  of  the  Library  of  Dl  Mesmes,  acquired,  originally,  by  Queen 
Christina  of  Sweden,  came  eventually,  with  other  Collections  made 
by  her,  to  Rome. 

[Page  120.] 
Add— 

(608*)  Baron  Mazetti,  *  1841. 

Trent : — Town  Library.     [MSS.  and  Printed  Books,] 

Mazetti  bec^ueathed  to  the  Town  of  Trent  an  important  Library, 
especially  rich  in  Collections  relating  to  the  Italian  Tyrol.  It  com- 
prised about  2000  MSS.  and  11,200  printed  works. 

[Page  125.] 
(620,  line  2)  insert-- 
Home ; — Vatican  Library.     [MSS,  and  Printed  Books.'] 

[Page  125.] 
Add  — 

(621*)  Baron  Charles  Hart  wig  Gregory  von  Meuse- 

bach,  ^  22  August,  1847. 

Berlin : — Royal  Library.     [Printed  Books  and  MSS.] 

The  Library  of  Baron  von  Meusebach  was  purchased,  two  years 
after  his  death,  by  the  Prussian  Government  in  bulk.  This  acqui- 
sition is  said  to  have  made  the  Berlin  Eoyal  Library  richer  in  early 
Gierman  Literature  than  any  other  Library  in  the  world.     The 
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popular  books — as  well  bm  the  historical  and  theological  books  of  tlw 
Beformation  period — were  an  especial  olyect  of  AIeusebacb'i 
diligent  inquiry.  In  Buch  departments  as  German  hymnology  and 
Oermaa  satirical  and  humorous  poetry,  of  all  periods,  and  geavaHj 
in  ail  that  distinctively  belongs  to  the  popular  literature  of  the  nation 
— much  of  which  is  sure  to  perish  just  because  of  its  excessive  popu- 
larity at  particular  epochs— this  Collector's  researches  had  bm 
^t'ouderfully  successful.  Like  success  had  attended  the  effort  to 
gather  the  original  editions  and  all  other  characteristic  editions  of 
the  writings  of  Lutiieb  and  of  his  fellow -workers. 

Many  curious  particulars  about  theMEUSEBAcii  Library  axe  men- 
tioned in  an  appendix*  to  Zacher's  tract,  entitled  'Die  deuUeln 
SprichaH>erlcr»ammluniien,'  published  iu  18o2.  As  instances  of  tbe 
remarkable  approach  to  completeuesa  with  which  Meusebacu  had 
brought  together  the  writings  of  particular  authors — markmg  epochi 
in  the  national  literature  and  manners  of  Germany — he  cites  the 
works  of  John  Fisouart  and  those  of  John  Padli.  Of  tbe 
'  Sahimpf  und  Urtul'  of  the  last-named  author,  for  example,  Easmr 
knew  only  of  four  editions,  published  during  the  siiteentb  century. 
Mepsebach  had  gathered  thirteen  such  editions. 

The  Mei'sebach  Library  comprised,  it  is  said,  about  36,000 
volumes  in  all. 

Add  aUo,  on  (he  same  pafft^ 

(621**)  James  Meyerbeer,  ^  l  May,  1S64. 

Berlin  '.—Royl  Library.      [Maiieal  WorAs,  Printed  and  MS.] 
Acquired  in  1SG5. 

[Page  132.] 

Omit — front  the  word  '  London'  ia  line  2,  to  the  end  (Go4),  and 

read  ai/olhws  : — 

IiOndOQ: — Library  of  Univeriity  College.     [Ckinete  BoakM."] 

Dr.  Robert  Mokeisos's  Chinese  Library  extended  to  nMifr 
10,000  volumes.  It  had  been  acquired  with  great  labour  and  wita 
some  risk ;  for,  in  his  days,  to  sell  books  to  a  foreigner  was  *a  in- 
fraction of  the  law  of  China.  He  brought  tbe  Library  with  him, 
when  be  revisited  England  iu  1S23,  with  an  intention  to  offer  it 
either  to  Oiford  or  to  CarabridKe>  on  condition  that  the  \Jm\&Tw!Vj 
which  accepted  the  gift  should  tound  a  Profesaorahip  of  the  ChineM 
language  and  literature. 

The  Collector  found  nearly  as  much  difficulty  in  getting  the  txutVt 

*  Zitr  CAaraclfriilii  der  MemebaeMKifn  3ii/ioU*k, 
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into  England,  as  he  had  found  in  getting  them  out  of  China.  It  re- 
quired a  lone;  negotiation  to  enable  them  to  pass  the  Custom  House, 
duty  free,  despite  the  public  purpose  with  which  they  had  been 
brought  over. 

Eventually,  and  after  much  consultation  with  his  friends.  Dr. 
MoBRisoN  founded  (in  1825)  a  '  Language  Institution'  in  London, 
and  placed  the  Library  at  its  disposal.  This  new  establishment  re- 
ceived the  occasional  aid  of  men  like  Lord  Bsxley,  Sir  G-eorge 
Staunton,  and  Sir  Robert  Inglis,  but  it  did  not  strike  root  deep 
enough  to  survive,  for  any  long  period,  the  founder's  own  return  to 
China.  Hie  Library  was  afterwards  given  to  University  College,  on 
condition  of  its  free  accessibility  to  all  persons  who  should  desire  to 
make  use  of  it. 

[Page  132,  continued.] 
Add— 

(654*)  John  Robert  MorrisOn,  *  1843. 

I^OndOII : — British  Museum  Library.     [Chinese  Books.] 

A  second  *  Morrison  Chinese  Library,'  formed  by  the  eldest  son 
of  the  Collector  above  named,  was  purchased  by  the  Trustees  of  the 
British  Museum  in  the  year  1845. 

[Page  138.] 
(686,  line  3)  for  '  Olearius  '  read  *  Oelschlager.' 

[Page  144.] 
Add— 

(716*)  Theodore  Parker,  *  10  May,  1860. 

Boston  {Massachusetts)  : — Free  City  Library,     [Printed  Books.'] 

Theodore  Parker's  Library  was  bequeathed  to  the  City  of  Boston, 
with  an  option  to  the  Collector's  widow  of  retaining  its  possession 
during  her  lifetime.  This  condition  was  generously  waived,  and 
the  Collection  given  to  the  Public,  before  the  close  of  1860.  It  contains 
more  than  11,000  volumes,  and  includes  a  choice  Collection  of  standard 
European  literature.     It  is  kept  apart  firom  the  general  Collection. 

[Page  144.] 
(718,  line  1)  read— 

Peter  Francis  Passerini,  ^  1685. 

[Page  151.] 

(738,  line  l)add^  1425. 

24 
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[Page  166.] 
(757,  line  6;/or  '  14,000/  read  *  4000.' 

[Page  164.] 
Add-- 

(778*)  Thomas  Prince,  Pastor  of  the  '  Old  SdutA 
ChuTcK  at  Boston^  ^  .     .     . 

Boston  (Maasachusetts)  : — Free  City  Library,    [PHnied  Boob 

and  MSS.] 


Mr.  Fblstce  began  to  form  the  Collection  which  has  made 
name  widely  known  throughout  the  United  States  in  the  year  1708. 
It  was  his  especial  object  to  gather  books  and  pamphlets  relating  to 
the  history  of  the  New  England  Province,  and  his  saccess  in  the 
search  after  them  was  great.  No  such  Collection  could  now  be 
formed  by  any  one  Collector  at  any  cost.  In  1866  the  Prince 
Library  (which  till  then  had  been  preserved,  for  public  use,  in  Ui 
own  church,  agreeably  to  the  donor's  directions)  was  given  to  the 
Free  Library  of  the  City. 

{Page  167.] 
(796)  omit  line  8. 

[Page  171.] 
(816,  line  I)  for  '  Julius  '  read  *  John.' 

[Page  196.] 
Add^ 

(943*)  Sir  George  Leonard  Staunton,  ^12  Jan.,  1801. 

London : — Library  of  the  Royal  Aeiatie  Society,  [Ckineee  Booki.] 

[Page  208.] 
(978,  line  2)  for  *  Worcestershire '  read  *  Worcester.' 

[Page  204.] 
Add— 

(903*)  George  Ticknor. 

Boston  (JdaMachuaette)  : — Free  City  Library.    [Printed  Booif.] 

A  choice  Collection  of  ancient  classics  and  of  modem  French  and 
Italian  Literature  was  given  to  the  Public  Library  of  Boston  by 
Mr.  TiOKNOE  in  1860  and  1862. 
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Add- 


[Page  206.] 


(993*)  Christopher  Jacob  Trew,  ^  1768. 

Altdorf : — University  Library,     [MSS,  and  Printed  Books.'] 


Add— 


[Page  210.] 


(1017*)  Marchioness  Eleanor  Vincenzi-BenillcaJSa. 

AnCOna : — Town  Library.     [Printed  Books  and  MSS.] 

'By  deed  of  gift,  executed  in  1749,  and  confirmed  by  Letters 
Apostolic  of  Pope  Benedict  XIV,  the  Marchioness  Eleanor  Viw- 
cekzi-Benikcaba,  jointly  with  her  sons  Joseph  and  Lucian,  gave  to 
the  Town  of  Ancona  a  small  but  yaluable  Library. 


Add— 


[Page  223.] 


(1089*)  Uhrich  Zasius,  ^  24  November,  1535. 

Basel  :—Town  Library.     [MSS.] 

The  MSS.  of  Zabiub  passed  into  the  possession  of  Amsbbach, 
and  eventually,  with  other  books,  from  that  Collector  to  the  Library 
of  Basel. 
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prising  70  Arabic  and  26  Ethiopic — was  purchased  by  the  Unha 
Bity  of  Oxford  in  1843. 

[Page  41.] 

(188*)  George  Chaliners,  *  81  May,  1825. 

Oxfo^rd: — Bodleian  Library,     {^Colleetian  o/Traci*  on  Ameriti 

Affairs  and  History. 1 

Acquired  bj  purchase  in  1841.  Another  considerable  portion  i 
Mr.  Chalmers'  Library  passed  into  the  Collection  of  Mr.  Jam 
Crossley,  of  Manchester. 

[Page  41.] 
Add— 

(191*)  Joseph  ChellL 

Grosseto  : — ChelU  Town  Library.     [Printed  BookiS\ 

The  munificent  Founder  of  this  Library  opened  it  to  the  PaUi 
on  the  Ist  of  March,  1860,  with  five  thousand  TolumeB ;  and  g« 
alRO  a  considerable  fund  for  augmentation.  Within  four  yearty  tii 
liibrary  bad  increased  to  more  than  25,000  yolumea ;  partiy  by  pu 
chases,  and  partly  by  numerous  gifts  which  came  from  many  paiiii 
Italy. 

[Page  44.] 
Add— 

(205*)  James  Coictiery  Phydcian  to  Lemt  XI  ff 

France,  ^  1491  ? 

Paris ; — Imperial  Library.     [MSSJ] 
Aunay-les-Bondy :— -  Chateau  Library,     \MSS.\ 

Part  of  Coic  tier's  Medical  Correspondence  is  now  in  the  Impcri 
Library,  and  has,  it  is  said,  some  historical  interest.  Many  otoer( 
his  ]MvSS.  are  among  the  family  muniments  of  the  Gk^UROUEB*,  < 
Aunay-les-Bondy,  who  are  descended  from  him  by  the  female  nda. 

[Page  57.] 
Add— 

(281*)  Sir  Charles  Locke  Eastlake,  ^  24  Decembc 

1855. 

London : — Library  of  the  National  Gallery.     {Printed  Booii.] 
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[Page  68.] 
(289,  line  3)  for  *  bequeathed,'  read  *  given  in  1818.* 

[Page  60.] 
Add-^ 

(297*)  Angelo  Pabbrini. 

OrOSSetO ; — ChelU  Town  Library.     [Printed  Books,'] 

Fabbbini  co-operated  in  the  munificent  foundation  of  the  Chelli 
Library,  by  the  gift  of  a  valuable  Collection  of  Books  in  1860. 

[Page  60.] 
(301,  line  i;  add  i{i  1726. 

[Page  61.] 
(308,  line  1)  add  i{i  22  October,  1798. 

[Page  64j.] 
Add-^ 

(325*)  Hugh  POSCOIO,  *  10  October,  1827. 

Montpellier : — Town  Library.     [^Letters,'] 

[Page  65.] 

(330,  line  3)  omit  the  words :  '  together  with  that  of  his  brother,' 
&c.,  and  add — 

Paul  Jerome  Fbanzoni's  memory  deserves  especial  honour  in 
connection  with  the  main  topic  of  these  pages.  Just  a  century  ago 
he  devoted  a  fine  Library  to  the  instruction  of  the  lower  classes, 
more  particularly,  of  his  fellow-townsmen,  and  in  order  to  attain 
that  end  effectuaJly  he  lighted  and  opened  his  Library  in  the  even- 
ings as  well  as  in  the  daytime.    This  was  done  about  the  year  1770. 

Add  also— 

(330*)  Jerome  Pranzoni,  ^  1739. 

Genoa : — Public  Library  of  the  Congregation  of  the  Civic  Mission 
of  St.  Charles.     \_Printed  Books  and  M8S.] 

By  a  Will,  dated  3  October,  1727,  Jerome  Fbawzoni  gave  his 
Library  to  the  Congregation  of  the  Civic  Mission,  for  public  use. 
It  was  opened  on  the  9th  December,  1739.  The  Founder  also  be- 
queathed an  endowment  fund,  which  was  lost  during  the  disturbed 
period  which  ensued  some  sixty  years  later.  The  Library  contains 
nearly  23,000  printed  volumes  and  150  MSS. 


%*  The  LiBBABT  to  whi4:h  the  Boohs,  or  MSS.^  qfa  CoitLKcr 
w  those  of  a  famous  AuTnOB,  were  given  or  bequeathed^  or  by  wk 
they  have  been  acquiredy  is  named  immediately  after  the  date  of 
Collector's  or  Author*s  death, — whenever  that  date  has  been  aseerki 
able. 
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HISTORICAL  NOTICES  OF  BOOK  COLLECTORS. 


A. 

(1)  George  Abbot,  Archbishop  of  Canterbury, 

^*  5  August,  1633. 

London : — Lambeth  Library,     [^Printed  Books  and  MSS."} 

Archbishop  Abbot  bequeathed  his  Library  to  his  Bucceasors  in  the 
See  of  Canterbury.  In  1647,  by  a  *  joint  resolution'  passed  by  both 
Houses  of  Parliament  (Lords*  Journals,  iz,  102),  it  was  taken  from 
Lambeth  Palace  and  *  presented '  to  the  University  of  Cambridge ; 
but  it  returned  to  its  rightful  place  on  the  !Restoration  of  Charles  XL 
The  Archbishop  was  also  a  considerable  benefactor  to  the  Libraries 
of  Balliol  and  University  Colleges  at  Oxford. 

(2)  Robert  Abbot,  Bishop  of  Salisbury,  ^  2  Mar.,  1617. 

Oxford :  —Bodleian,     [MSS.  ] 

The  autograph  and  other  MSS.  of  Bishop  Abbot  were  given  to 
Bodley's  Library  by  his  grandson.  Dr.  Edward  Corb£T. 

(3)  Acciajoli  Family  of  Florence. 
Ashbumham  House  {Sussex),    \_MSS.'] 

The  Acciajoli  MSS.  were  bought  by  Lord  Ashbubnham  at  one  of 
the  sales  in  London  of  books  collected  by  Libbi.  The  Acciajolis 
w^ere  rivals  of  the  Medici,  and  some  of  them  Dukes  of  Athens. 

(4)  Leonard  Adami,  ^  9  January,  1719. 

Home : — Imperiali  Library,     \_MSS.'] 

Adami  bequeathed  his  MS.  Collection  to  his  patron,  Cardinal 
Impeeiali. 

•  The  symbol  ^  standi  for  the  word  "  died," 
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(5)  Petei  Adamoli,  *  1764. 

Lyons  \—Toicn  Library.     IFrinted  Books,  ^c] 

The  choice  and  extensive  Library  of  Adamoli  was  bequeathed  t< 
his  fellow-townsmen. 

(())  Fitzhcrbert  Adams,  ^  17  ehme,  1719. 

Oxford :  — Lincoln  College  Library.     [Printed  Bookt.] 
Adams'  Library  came  to  Lincoln  College  by  bequest. 

(7)  John  Christopher  Adelung,  *  10  Sept.,  ISOfi. 

HvesAeJil—^oi/al  Library.     [MSS.I 

The  MSS.  of  the  famous  author  of  Mifhridates  were  added  to  thi 
Boyal  Library  (of  which  he  had  himself  been  Principal  Librarian)  in 

1828. 

(8)  Arthur  Agard,  *  22  August,  1615. 

I^Ondon: — Bolls  House,  and  British  Museum. 

Ashbumham  House  {Snsscr).    [J/55.] 

Agard  bcijucathed  part  of  his  MSS.  to  Sir  liobert  Cottow.  Some 
of  these  were  Lei{i:er  Books ;  others  consisted  of  his  own  compila- 
tions, from  the  Public  Records,  made  in  his  capacity  of  Deputy 
Chamberlain  of  the  Exchequer.  Some  other  MSS.,  including 
'Tables  of  Treaties,'  he  bequeathed  to  the  Exchequer.  His  '  Orf- 
leclanea  Arthuri  Ayard '  fell  into  the  hands  of  Mr.  Astle,  and  thence 
came  to  the  Library  at  Stowe.  They  are  now  at  Ashbumliam  bj 
purchase.  Among  the  Exchequer  papers  of  Sir  Julius  C^bar  there 
are  some  entries  of  payments  to  Aqaud,  "  in  reward  for  ordering 
Kecords"  (MS.  Lansdowne,  mi,  ff.  12—14). 

(9)  Antlionv  AgUStin,  Arc/ibis/iop  of  Tarragona^ 

*  ISSC). 

EsCOrial : — /f'V/^'^  Library.     \MSB.,  ^'c] 

Archbishop  A  (JUSTIN  bt^qiicathcd  his  whole  Libraiy,  which  wai 
especially  rich  in  Greek  ^188.,  to  the  King  of  Spain,  but  it  wai 
partly  destroyed  in  the  fire  of  1G71.  Of  the  more  important  of  the 
MSS.  which  escaped  a  full  account  is  given  in  Millkr's  Chialoym 
des  ManuHcrits  Grecs  de  la  Biblioiluq^ue  de  VEscurial,  The  Arch- 
bishop's own  Catalogue  ([)rinted  in  the  year  of  his  death)  is  of  ex- 
treme rarity,  but  it  was  re2)rintod,  it  is  said,  at  Tarragona,  in  hii 
collected  Works,  from  the  press  of  Lucca.  Agustin  had  been  i 
book-collector  during  almost  half  of  the  sixteenth  century. 
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(10)  Peter  Ahlwardt,  *  I  March,  1791. 

Oreifswald: — University  Library.     {^Printed  Books.] 

Ahlwabdt's  Library  came  to  the  University  of  G-reifswald  in 
1792,  apparently  by  purchase. 


(11)  Alexander  Albam,  ^  2  December,  1779. 

Paris; — Imperial  Library.     \^Books.] 
Windsor  Castle  l— [drawings  ami  Prints.] 

Cardinal  Albani's  Collection  of  Original  Drawings  (chiefly  of  the 
Italian  Schools),  and  of  Choice  Prints,  was  sold  to  King  G-eorge  III 
in  1762.  His  Library  descended  to  his  nephew.  Cardinal  John 
Francis  Albani,  by  whom  it  was  much  increased.  During  the 
French  occupation  of  Eome  the  Villa  Albani  was  plundered,  and 
part  of  the  Library  was  carried  to  Paris.  The  younger  Albaki  died 
in  1803. 

(12)  .     .     .     .degli  Albizi,  *  .     .     . 

Pisa : —  University  Library.     [Printed  Books.] 

Albizi  was  Professor  of  Canon  Law  in  the  University  of 
Pisa.     His  Library  was  purchased  for  the  University  at  his  death. 

( 1 3)  Giles  Alvarez  Carillo  de  AlbomOZ,  Archbishop 
of  Toledo,  and  a  Cardinal ,  ^  21  August,  1367. 

Bologna : —  University  Library.     [  MSS.] 

The  once- famous  Spanish  College  at  Bologna  {Collegio  recde  della 
illustrissima  nazione  Spaynuola)  inherited  the  MSS.  of  Cardinal 
Albobnoz,  who  was  its  founder.  The  MSS.  of  this  College  appears 
to  have  passed  eventually  into  the  Library  of  the  University. 

(14)  Henry  Aldrich,  Dea?i  of  Christ  Church,  Oxford, 

*  14  December,  1710. 

Oxford:— C^'-w^  Church  College  Library.     [MSS.,  ^c] 

Dean  Aldeich  had  long  intended  to  write  a  *  History  of  Church 
Music,'  but  never  accomplished  his  purpose.  His  large  collections 
on  the  subject  were  bequeathed  to  his  College. 

(15)  Ulysses  Aldrovandi,  ^  10  November,  1607. 

Bologna: — University  Library.     [MSS.] 

The  MSS.  of  Alduovandi— chit'ily  n-lating  to  Natural  History- 
were  bequeathed  by  the  collector  to  the  L^niversity  of  his  native  town* 
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(16)  Jerome  AleandrO,  Cardinal,  ^  1  Feb.,  1542. 

Venice  :—8t.  Mark's  Library.     [MS8.  and  Printed  BoaksJ] 

Cardinal  Aleaitdbo  bequeathed  his  Library  to  the  Monastery  of 
Santa  Maiia  del  Orto  at  Venice.     It  was  eventually  tmited  with  the 

Library  of  St.  Mark. 

(17)  Alexander  VII,  Pope  [Ghigi],  *  22  May,  1677. 

Home  ;—  Ghiffi  Library.     \^MSS.  and  Printed  Booke.^ 

The  Ghigi  Library,  founded  by  Pope  Alexander  YII,  is  eminently 
rich  in  Historical  MSS.  The  Boman  prelates  and  other  dignitaries 
of  the  Papal  Court  vied,  it  is  said,  with  each  other  in  their  endc«- 
vours  to  obtain  for  it  rare  and  choice  books.  (Ottavio  FALC05ini 
to  Laurence  Magalotti,  in  Lettere  d' Uomini  illtutri,  torn,  i,  p.  128.) 

(IS)  Victor  Alfleri,  *  8  October,  1803. 

Montpellier : — Library  of  the  Fabre  Museum.     [Printed  Books.] 
Florence  : — Laurent ian  Library.     [MSS.'] 

On  the  death  of  Alpiehi  his  Library,  or  the  greater  part  of  it, 
became  the  property  of  the  Countess  of  Albant,  and  by  ner  it  was 
bequeathed  to  Fabre,  of  Montpellier,  founder  of  the  Fabre  Museum. 
The  poet^s  MSS.,  together  with  some  printed  books  containing  bis 
MS.  notes,  were  given  by  Fabre  to  the  Laurentian  Library  at 
Florence.  The  rest  of  the  Library,  combined  with  Fabre'b  own 
books,  came  by  testamentary  gift  to  Montpellier. 

(19)  George  Allan,  of  Darlington,  *  81  July,  1800. 

London: — Library  of  the  Society  of  Jntiqnaries.     [MS.  Coliee' 
tions  on  Oxford.^ 

Mr.  Allan,  in  his  lifetime,  gave  to  the  Society  of  Antiquaries  of 
London  an  extensive  series  of  MS.  Collections,  relating  chiefly  to 
the  History  of  the  University  of  Oxford. 

(20;  Edward  Alleyn,  *  25  November,  1626. 

Dulwich  College  (near  London).     [Dramatic  MSS/] 

Alleyk  bequeathed  his  MSS.  to  the  Hospital  which  he  had 
founded  at  Dulwich,  under  the  designation  of '  The  College  of  Ood*a 
Gift.' 

(21)  Joseph  Almanzi,  ^    .    .    .    . 

London: — British  Museum  Library.     [Hebrew  MSS."] 

An  important  Collection  of  Hebrew  MSS.,  formed  by  AxmavHi 
was  purcnased  by  the  Trustees  of  the  British  Museum  in  1864. 


NOTICES  OP  COLLECTORS.  [7] 

(22)  Theodore  Janssen  van  Almoloveon, 

*  28  July,  1712. 

Utrecht : — Town  Library.     [^Printed  Books.^ 

Part  of  the  Library  of  Almeloyeek  was  bequeathed  to  the  Town 
of  Utrecht.     The  bequest  included  a  remarkable  series  of  Editions 

of  QuiKTILIAir. 

(23)  AlpllOnSO  V,  Kinff  of  Arragon  and  of  Naples ^ 

^  27  June,  1458. 

Valencia : — Town  Library,     [Part  o/MSS,'] 

Palace  of  the  EsCOrial :— Royal  Library.     [Pari  oj  MSS.] 

The  choice  MSS.  of  the  once-famous  Library  of  the  King  of 
Arragon  have  been  widely  scattered.  Part  of  them  are  at  Valencia. 
A  few  passed  to  Gonzalo  Perez,  and  with  his  other  Collections 
went  to  the  Eseorial.  Several  others  are  in  the  Imperial  Library  at 
Paris,  and  in  the  Coke  Library  at  Holkham. 

(24)  John  Amerbach,  of  Basel,  ^  1515. 

Basel. —  University  Library,     [Printed  Books  and  MSS.] 

The  Library  of  this  famous  Swiss  printer  and  editor  appears  to 
have  come  to  the  University  of  Basel,  during  the  seventeenth  cen- 
tury, by  the  gift  of  a  descendant. 

[Amplonius,  see  Ratink.] 

(25)  David  Ancillon,  *  September,  1692. 

Metz ; — Town  Library ,     [  Printed  Books,  ] 

On  his  exile  from  Metz,  in  1685,  after  the  Revocation  of  the 
Edict  of  Nantes,  the  fine  Library  of  Akcilloi^  was  plundered.  Part 
of  it  was  destroyed ;  part  is  still  preserved  in  the  Public  Library  of 
the  Town. 

(26)  James  AnderSOn,  ^  3  April,  1728. 

Edinburgh : — Advocates*  Library,     [MSS,"] 

The  important  Historical  MSS.  of  this  eminent  Scottish  Antiquary 
were  purchased  by  the  Faculty  of  Advocates  from  his  heirs. 

(27)  Lancelot  Andrews,  Bishop  of  Winchester^ 

*  25  September,  1626. 

Oxford: — Library  of  Pembroke  Hall,     [Printed  Books,'] 

Part  of  the  Library  of  Bishop  Akdebwb  was  bequeathed  to  Pem- 
broke Hall. 
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(28)  John  AnstiS,  »i«  4  March,  1745. 

O^OXi:— Library  a/  Al!  Souti  Collegt.  {MS.  Colltxtiotu.'] 
The  bulk  of  Anstib'  Library  waa  diapereed  after  his  death,  but  mi 
important  and  extensive  series  of  '  MS.  Collections  relative  to  All 
Souli'  College  in  Oxford  '  was  purcliiiBed  Ii_t  that  College,  and  is  pre- 
Berred  in  its  Library.  A  few  other  MBS.  have  been  acquired,  ftva 
time  to  time,  by  the  British  Museum,  and  are  to  be  found  amoiif 
the  Additiobax  MS3.  The  most  aiicient  of  the  known  M8S.  of 
Beda's  metrical  'Life  of  St.  Cuthbert'  ie  that  whieh  belonged  to 
Anbtih,  and  was  by  him  given  io  Edw,  Haelet,  Earl  of  Oxford. 
It  ie  on  Tellum,  and  of  the  9th  century  (MS.  liar!.,  526J. 

(29)  Anthony  Ulrich,  _DWe  of  Brunswick.  '^     .    . 

Brunswick: — £*irory  o/the  Carolinian  College. 
The  Library  of  thit  Duke  of  Brimewick  became,  by  gift,  the  foun- 
dation of  that  of  the  Carolinian  College. 

(30)  Charles  Theophilus  von  Anton,  *h  17  Nov.,  1S16. 

OooditS : — lAbrary  of  tht  Academy  nf  Sciencet  of  Upper  LiaaU: 
Ahtom'b  Collection  was  given  to  the  Academy  of  Groerlitz  in 
1807. 

[John   Baptist  Bobrguignon    D'Anville.      See  Bocr- 

GCIGNON.] 

(31)  Count  Oeorge  Appony,  •I'     .     .     . 

PregbUl^h :— -^Pf "ny  Library. 

Count  Ajpomt'b  Library  was  given  to  the  Town  of  Presburgb,  for 
public  uae,  in  1825. 

(32)  Angelico  Aprosio,  *  23  February,  16S1. 
Ventimiglia : — Aprotian  Library.     [Printed  Booki  and  MSS.] 
Part  of  Apeobio'b  Library  is  at  Ventimiglia,  in  the  Town  Library, 

of  which  be  was  the  founder. 

(33)  Jolin  Ardeme,  Bean  of  Chester,  •$«  1691. 

Chester  •.—Cathedral  Library.     [Printed  Book*.} 

Dean  Ard£rn£  bequeathed  his  books  to  the  Chapter  of  Chester  as 
"  the  beginning  of  a  Public  Library.. .for  the  Clergy  and  City." 
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(34)  Benedict  Arias  Montanus,  ^  1598. 

Palace  of  the  EsCOrial  \— Royal  Library,     [M8S.'] 
Seville : — Santiago  Library.     [Printed  BooksJ^ 

The  MSS.  of  this  eminent  scholar  and  theologian  were  bequeathed 
to  the  King  of  Spain,  for  the  Library  of  the  E^corial ;  and  his  printed 
books  to  the  Santiago  Library  at  Seville. 

(35)  Lewis  Ariosto,  *  6  June,  1533. 

Ferrara  : — Town  Library,     [MSS,"] 

A  considerable  collection  of  the  autograph  MSS.  of  Ariosto  is  pre- 
served in  the  Town  Library  of  Ferrara,  together  with  a  series  of 
early  and  choice  editions  of  the  Orlando  Furioso, 

(36)  George  Thomas  d'Asch,  *  1807. 

Goettingen  ; — University  Library,     [Printed  Books. 1 

The  Library  of  Baron  d'Ascn  was  acquired  for  the  University  of 
Ooettingen,  after  the  collector's  death. 

(37)  John   Godfrey  von  Aschliauseil,  Prince  Bishop 

of  Bamberg,  *  1612? 

Bamberg: — Royal  Library.     [Printed  Books  and  MSS."] 

The  book  collections  of  this  Bishop  were  given  to  Bamberg  in 
1612,  and  now  form  part  of  the  Boyal  Library. 

(38)  Robert  Ashley,  *  1641  ? 

London : — Middle  Temple  Library.     [Printed  Books."] 

Ashley's  bequest  of  his  Library  to  the  Society  of  the  Middle 
Temple  was  made  on  the  27th  September,  1641.  It  laid  the  foun- 
dation of  the  existing  Library. 

(39)  Elias  Ashmole,  *  18  May,  1692. 

Oxford : —Bodleian  Library.     [MSS.] 

A  considerable  portion  of  the  original  Library  formed  by  Ashmoli 
was  destroyed  by  fire  at  his  chambers  in  the  Temple  at  London  in 
1679 ;  but  his  MSS.,  or  most  of  them,  were  at  his  house  in  South 
Lambeth.  There,  together  with  other  extensive  collections  of  coins, 
medals,  and  other  antiquities,  and  the  Museum  which  he  had 
inherited  from  the  Tradescants,  were  bequeathed  to  the  University 
of  Oxford,  and  long  formed  the  well-known  *  Ashmolean  Museum.' 
Very  recently,  however,  the  MSS.  have  been  transferred  to  the 
Bodleian. 
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(40)  Thomas  Astle,  *  1  December,  1803. 
ABhbnmham  House  f  '•-'wr).    [MSS.'] 

London  : — Royal  IfKlitolion  iibraiy.  \_Printeii  Book*.] 
By  his  "Will  Mr.  Asti.k  [IirfH.-ted  that  hix  valuable  nnd  eitcat 
collection  of  MSS.  ahouhl  be  oflured.  for  purchase,  to  tbe  Marqu 
of  BirCKiNflUAM.  If  not  so  purthused,  tliey  wi-re  then  to  be  offei 
to  the  Trustees  of  the  Britisli  Museum.  The  ^kforquese;  nccepl 
them  on  the  preferred  terms,  and  they  were  added  to  the  Librarv 
Stowe.  When  that  Library  wns  sold  they  became  the  property  off 
Earl  of  AsHBUBKHAM.  Asti.e's  prinff-d  buoke  wer«  purchased 
the  '  R<^b1  InBtitution '  in  Albemarle  IStreH,  Loudon, 

(41)  John  Aubrey,  *  1G97. 

Oxford :~Borf/eiVHi  Library.      {MSS.'] 

At  Aubsei'b  death  his  autograph  nnd  other  MSS.  were  added 
the  Ashmolean  Museum.     Tliey  arc  uow  in  the  Bodleian  Library. 

(42)  Aurifaber  Familv  of  Erfurt. 

Wolfenbuettel:— ■D"'^'"'  Library.     [Printed  Books  and  MS& 

This    Library   was  rich    in   the    MSS,    of    German    Eeforme 

It  was  purchased  (from  the  widow  of  the  last  poRcesaor)  by  Du 

JvLius  of  Brunswick,  and  added  to  the  famous  liibrary  of  Wolfi 

buettel. 

(43)  Joseph  Azzoni,  ^     -    .     . 

Sienna:— roww  Library.      [Printed  Booka.'] 
AzBONi'a  Library  was  bequeathed  to  the  Augustinian  Monaat< 
ftt  Sienna.     It  now  forms  part  of  the  Town  Library. 

(44)  Rambold  degli  Azzoni  Avogadro,  »Ji  1790. 

TreviBO  •.—Town  Ubrary.      [Printed  Books  and  MSS.] 

The  Library,  together  with  the  MS.  Correspondence,  of  Aeeo 

Atooasbo,  were  bequeathed  to  the  Chapter  of  Treviso.     They  w 

form  part  of  the  Town  Library. 
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B. 

(45)  Gervase  BabingtOIl,  successively  Bishop  of  Exeter 
and  of  Worcester,  ^  17  May,  1610. 

Worcester: — Cathedral  Library,     [^Printed  Books.'] 

Bisliop  Babington  bequeathed  his  Library  to  the  Cathedral  of 
Worcester  by  his  last  Will. 

(40)  Sir  Nicholas  BaCOn,  Zord  Keeper  of  the  Great  Seal 
of  England,  *  20  February,  1579. 

Cambridge: — University  Library,     [Printed  Books,] 

Part  of  the  Library  of  Sir  Nicholas  Bacon  was  given  to  the 
University  of  Cambridge  in  his  lifetime. 

(47)   Francis  BacOn,   discount  St.  Jlbans,  Lord  Chan- 

cellor  of  England,  *  2  April,  1626. 

London: — Lambeth  Library,     [MSS.] 

A  considerable  series  of  the  MSS.  of  Bacon  is  preserved  in  the 
Archiepiscopal  Library  at  Lambeth.  Other  portions  of  them  are  in 
the  Bodleian,  in  the  British  Museum,  and  in  the  Advocates'  Library 
at  Edinburgh. 

(48)  Anthony  Bacon,  *  1603? 

London :  — Lambeth  Library ,     [  MSS,] 

(49)  John  Bagford,  *  15  May,  1716. 

London  : — British  Museum  Library,     [MSS,] 

Baoford's  MS.  collections  on  various  subjects  of  Archieology 
(and,  more  particularly,  on  the  History  of  Printing)  were  bought  by 
Bobert  Habley,  Earl  of  Oxford,  and  now  form  part  of  the  Hablsian 
MSS.  in  the  British  Museum. 

(50)  David  Baker,  *  August,  1641. 

Bakeb  either  gave  or  bequeathed  his  MSS.  to  the  English  Nun- 
nery at  Cambray.  But  it  is  doubtful  whether  or  not  they  are 
now  preserved  in  that  town. 
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(51)  Tlioinas  Bsker,  of  St.  John's  College,  Cimibriilg 
•J«  2  July,  1740. 

Cambridge : — Library  of  AV.  John*  College.  [Printed  Boot'  i 
MSSJ]     Vnivertity  Library.    [3f.V.  CoUtctiont  relating  lo  CamhriJg 

London: — British  Miueum  library.  [Other  MS.  ColltetiuM 
lating  to  Cambridge.']  \ 

Oxford  : — Bodleian  Library.     [Printed  Baok4  and  MSS.}        { 

The  literary  collectiona  of  tlils  emineDt  oD^qiiarjr  are  widely  ^ 

Eersed.  To  the  College  with  vrhifh  hie  conneiioa  laet^  as  loo^ 
is  life, — despite  his  ejection  fruiu  liia  Fellow&liip  na  n  Noti-juror,— 
bequeathed  (according  to  his  biographers)  "all  eueii  hooks,  wLeil 
printed  or  MS,"  as  were  possessed  by  him  at  the  time  of  his  deal 
and  of  which  copies  were  not  to  be  found  already  in  the  Ci^s 
Library.  But  this  statement  ohvioualy  needs  qualification.  Hi*  < 
tensive  MS.  collections  relating  to  the  Uiatorj  and  AnliquittM 
Cambridge  were  the  subject  of  two  special  gifts.  Odo  portion 
them  was  bequeathed  to  Edward  Habi.bi,  Earl  of  Oxford,  and  ni 
forms  part  of  the  Hableiah  SISH.  in  the  British  Museum.    Ani>tl 

fortion  was  bequeathed  to  the  University  of  Cambridge,  foritv  Full 
library.  Some  annotated  bookx,  together  with  a  portion  of  BjLKZI 
literary  correspondence,  are  prCRerved  in  the  Bodleian  at  Oifo 
They  were,  I  believe,  acquired  by  purchase, 

(52)  Ernest  Godfrey  Baldinger,  *  1811. 

DanUBtadt ; — Ducal  Library.      [Printed  B'lokt.} 
BALDiHGEB'fl  Library,  rich  in  the  literature  of  the  medical  scieiu! 
came  to  the  Ducal  Library  at  Darmstadt  by  the  collector's  bequt 

(53)  Sir  James  BalfOUT,  ^  February,  1057. 
Edinbni^ll : — Advocate*'  Library.     [MSS.'} 

The  historical  and  juridical  MSS.  of  Balfoob  were  purchnaed 
the  Faculty  of  Advocates  shortly  after  his  death. 

(54)  George  Ballard,  ^  June,  1755. 

Oxford; — Bodleian  Library.      [CorrenpondeHce.'] 

Ballard's  MS.  Correspondence  was  acquired  by  the  Bodleian afl 
his  death. 

(55)  Joseph  Aiitliony  Balthasar,  *  1810. 

Lucerne : — Cantonal  Library.      [  I'rinted  ISooka.'] 

The  Library  of  Balthasar  was  given  to  the  Canlon  of  Lucemi 
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(56)  Stephen  Bsluze,  *  28  July,  1718. 

Paris :— Imperial  Library.     [MSS.  and  Printed  Books.] 

The  vast  collection  of  Historical  MSS.  and  Charters  which  had 
been  gathered  by  Baluze  was  purchased  for  the  Parisian  Library  of 
the  Kings  of  France  after  the  death  of  the  collector.  Part  of  his 
collection  of  printed  books  is  also  to  be  seen  in  the  same  Library. 

(57)    Richard  Bancroft,  Archbishop  of  Canterbury, 

^  2  November,  1610. 

London: — Lambeth  Palace  Library,     [Printed  Books  and  MSS,"] 

By  his  Will,  Archbishop  Ba^^^ceoft  bequeathed  his  Library  to  his 
successors  in  the  See  of  Canterbury,  on  condition  that  effectual 
security  should  be  given  by  such  successors  for  its  perpetual  preser- 
vation in  way  of  heir-loom.  On  failure  of  such  secunty,  the  Arch- 
bishop willed  that  the  Library  should  become  the  property  of 
*  Chelsea  College,'  provided  that  College  should  be  completed  within 
six  years  of  the  testator's  death.  On  failure  of  that  condition  also, 
his  Library  was  to  pass  to  the  University  of  Cambridge.  During 
the  Civil  Wars  it  was  seized  (together  with  other  books  which  had 
been  collected  at  Lambeth)  by  order  of  the  Parliament  (15  February, 
1646-7 ;  Lords'  Journals,  vol.  ix,  [pp.  16,  17),  and  sent  to  the 
University  of  Cambridge,  on  the  pretext  (1)  that  as  the  Lords  and 
Commons  remaining  at  Westminster  had  decreed  there  should  be  no 
more  Archbishops  of  Canterbury,  and  as  (2)  Chelsea  College  was  non- 
existent, the  gift  to  Cambridge  would  be  a  virtual  compliance  with 
the  terms  of  Archbishop  Bancroft's  Will.  After  the  Kest<^ration, 
Archbishop  JuxoN  claimed  his  predecessor's  gift,  and  the  Library 
returned  from  Cambridge  to  Lambeth. 

(58)  Sallust  Bandini,  Archdeacon  of  Sienna,  ^  1760? 

Sienna: — Town  Library.     [Printed  Books.] 

Bandini's  Library  appears  to  have  come  to  the  Town  of  Sienna  by 
the  collector's  bequest,  but  at  what  date  is  not  recorded. 

(59)  Sir  Joseph  Banks,  *  19  June,  1820. 

London  : — British  Museum  Library.     [Printed  Books,  ^c] 

The  Library  of  Sir  Joseph  Banks,  together  with  his  extensive 
Botanical  Collections,  were  bequeathed  to  the  Trustees  of  the  British 
Museum  in  terms  which  provided  that  their  then  keeper,  Mr.  Bobert 
Bkowx,  the  eminent  botanist,  should  have  a  life-interest  in  them. 
The  collections  were  to  become  the  actual  property  of  the  Trustees 
only  after  his  death.  But  in  1827  an  arrangement  was  made  in 
accordance  with  which  the  collections  were,  in  that  year,  placed  in 
the  Museum,  and  Mr.  Bbown  became  Keeper  of  the  Department  of 
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Botany,  which  office  he  retained  till  his  death  iu  1858.  ] 
Bsnkeian  Library  ia  emineutly  rich  ia  the  literature  of  nata 
history  generally,  and  in  the  journala  and  other  publicatiitu 
learned  Bocieties  iu  all  partt<  of  Europe, 

(60)  Francis  Barbeiini,  Cardinal. 
Some : — Barberini  Library.     [Prhi/ed  Book*  aittl  MSS.J    ^H 

(61)  John  Deni^  Barbie  du  Bocage,^^^ 

»i<  28  Deceuiher,  1835.  ' 


Paria  ; — imperial  Library.      {^Geographical  Collection*.'] 
The  extensive  collectioaa  of  this   eminent  geographer  were  p 
chased  Torthetheii 'Royal  Library'  of  PiiriH,  after  theiwllector'a  dei 
They  eoutain,  it  ia  aaio,  251HI  mapR,  ul'  whii;h  about  500  are  M^. 


(62)  Jolin  Conrad  Barchusen,  *  1  October,  Xlit 

Utrecht:— t^''»M'-"'y  Libmnj.      [Prinled  Book*.] 
BA.BCHU8Eir'a    Library  ivas   bequeiithed    ti>   Utrecht,    where 

had  resided,  as  Profesaor  of  Cliemiatry  in  itis  University,  for  oei 

thirty  years. 

(63)  Thomas  Barlow,  Biahop  of  Lincoln, 
•i«  S  October,  1691. 

Oxford :—  Bodleian  Library.  {Printed  Books.]  Queen  a  Coli 
Library.     [^Printed  Book*.] 

By  his  Will,  Bidbop  Bahi.ow  divided  his  books  between 
Univeraity  Library  at  Oxford  aud  that  of  Qaeen's  College.  The  fon 
waa  to  take  all  such  books  aa  it  wa«  still  unprovided  with.  Que< 
was  to  poBsees  the  remainder, — a  rcinuinder  so  considerable  tha 
new  building  was  erected  for  its  reception. 

(64)   Cffisar  Baronius,  Canthial,  *  30  June,  1607 
"B.am.G'.  —  ^allicellian  Library.     ^MSS.] 

The  Library  of  BiHONica  appears  to  have  been  dispersed.  ] 
MSS.  are  in  the  Vallicrmana  at  Borne. 

(65)  Francis  Barozzi,  *!"  1612. 

Oxford:— *<>'''«<"'  Library.      {MSS.] 

The  noble  collection  of  Greek  and  other  MSS.  which  had  \n 
formed  by  Barozzi  was  purchased,  in  Italy,  by  William  Hbrbb 

IXXIl'"]  Earl  of  Pembroke,  and  was  by  him  presented  to  1 
Iniveraity  of  Oxford. 
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(60)  Isaac  BSITOW,  *  4  May,  1077. 

Cambridge  : — Trinity  College  Library.     [Printed  Books,  ^c] 
Dr.  Babbow's  Library  came  to  Trinity  College  by  his  bequest. 

(67)  John  Frederick  Bartholine,  *  1784. 

Christiania  : — University  Library.     [Printed  Books.^ 

Babtuolixe  bequeathed  his  Library  to  the  University  of 
Christiania. 

(68)  John  Frederick  Bast,  *  13  November,  1811. 

Oxford :— Bodleian  Library.     [  Greek  MSS.] 

The  Greek  MSS.  which  had  been  collected  by  Bast  were  pur- 
chased by  the  University  of  Oxford  after  his  death. 

(69)  Joshua  Bates. 

Boston  {Massachusetts)  : — City  Library.     [Printed  Books.'] 

An  extensive  and  well-chosen  collection  of  Printed  Books  was 
given  by  Mr.  Batks  to  the  Free  City  Library  of  Boston,  in  Massachu- 
setts, in  the  year  1857.  This  gift  was  in  addition  to  a  large  building 
and  endowment  fund,  which  had  previously  been  contributed  by  the 
same  munificent  donor. 

(70)  William  Bates,  i).Z).,  ^  14  July,  1699. 

London: — -Z^«  Williams'  Library.     [Printed  Books,'] 

Dr.  Bates'  Library  was  added  to  the  Public  Library  founded  by 
his  contemporary  and  friend  Dr.  Daniel  Williams  ;  apparently  by 
purchase  from  his  executors. 

(71)  George  Anthony  Batt,  *  1839. 

Heidelberff : — University  Library.    [Printed  Books,  Maps,  ^.] 

This  collector  had  amassed  a  remarkable  series  of  books,  maps, 
and  prints,  relating  to  the  history,  antiquities,  and  social  condition  of 
the  Rhenish  Provinces.  It  came  to  the  University  Library  of 
Heidelberg  after  the  collector's  death,  and  apparently  by  his  bequest. 

(72)  Ignatius  Batthyani,  *  1798. 

Carlsburg : — Public  Library.     [Printed  Books.] 
Batiitaki's  Collection  was  acquired  for  the  Carlsburg  Library 
after  the  owner's  death. 
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{73)  Charles  C;r>nr  Baudelot  de  Dairval. 

>i*  '2-:  .linie,  n-2-2. 

Paris :— Library  of  the  Inttilale.     [Printed  Book*.  ^-e.J 
The   literary  and   archieologioal   coIiectionB  of  Bacdbuit  « 
bequeathed  to  the  'Atftdemj  of    iDHcHptions,'  of  which  he  was 
long  a   distiDguished   uitniber.   and   they    now   form    part  of  1 
Library  and  Museum  of  ihe  Jiibtitute  of  France. 

(74)  Philip  Bauza,  *  1833. 

London: — BtHiab  Musmm  Library.     [JlfSS.] 

B&uzA  was  Director  of  tlie  'Iloj-al  Geographical  Cabinet'  at  Kfadi 

His  MS.   Collectious  relatiag  to'  South  America  were  purchased  I 

the  British  Museum  in  1848. 

(75)  WiUiam  Baylis,  M.D.,  ^  1787. 

"ReiMn.:— -Royal  Library.      [Printed  Books,  Ijf.] 

Dr.  Baylis  was  an  English  phyBician,  whoee  later  year*  w 

fsssed  in  the  service  of  l-Vedcrick  the  Great,  to  whom  he  bequeatl 
IB  Library,  together  with  some  other  valuable  collcctiona. 

(76)  Christian  Daiikl  Beck,  ►!»  15  December,  1832 

IiOipsiC: — Univertilij  lA/irary.      [Printed  Boois.] 
Beck'b  Library  was  purcliased  for  the  University  of  LeipBic  al 
his  death. 

(77)  Thomas  BeckingtOn,  Bis/iop  of  Bath  a/id'ff'el 
*b  II  January.  Md't. 
London: — Lambeth  Library.     [Letters.] 
A  considerable  collection  of  the  letters  of  tbia  eminent  prd 
and  statesman  is  in  the  Lambeth  Library. 

(78)  William  Bedell.  Bis/iop  of  KUmore,  *  7  Feb..  Ift 

Cambridge; — Library  of  Emanuel  College.  [Remnant  of  Mt 
Among  the  losses  to  literature  which  accompanied,  or  followed 
the  train  of,  the  Irish  Kebellion  of  1640,  not  the  least  serious  ' 
that  of  the  Library  which  Bishop  Bedell  had  gathered  during  fc 
years  of  a  studious  and  laborious  life.  It  included  many  preci 
treasures  brought  from  Italy,  and  amongat  them  not  a  tew  of 
autograph  MSS,  of  Paul  Sikpi,  which  had  been  given  by  tl 
author  to  his  EngUsh  friend."    Bedell's  Library  also  contained 

■  Bishop  BBbRLL'B  biograpbcn  it|{ree,  I  tliink.  in  statiug  thai  ainoDfit  tl 
girU  of  Father  Pmil  was  the  "  original  MS.  of  the  IliHorg  of  the  Couiu-i 
Treat:"  tliBt  MS ,  huwever,  a  known  to  lie  etill  preserved  iu  the  Librart  of 
M.rL.  at  Venice. 
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theological  and  literarr  collection  of  William  Pebkins.  Nearly  the 
whole  of  Bedell's  books,  autographs,  MSS.,  and  papers  were 
destroyed  by  the  rebels  in  Cavan.  The  very  small  remnant  which 
escaped  from  their  hands  was  bequeathed  by  the  Bishop  to  his 
College,  and  by  the  fidelity  of  an  Irish  convert  to  Protestanism,  in 
whose  house  he  died,  was  safely  conveyed  to  England.  Among  the 
many  illustrious  prelates  who  have  adorned  the  Anglo-Irish  Church, 
the  chief  promoter  of  the  translation  of  the  complete  Bible  into 
Irish  will  ever  hold  a  conspicuous  place,  and  the  memorials  of  him  at 
Emanuel  will  be  regarded  with  veneration. 

(79)  George  W.  S.  Beigel,  *  1837. 

Dresde:! : — Royal  Library,     [Printed  Books,'] 

Beigel's  Library  was  purchased  from  his  executors  for  the  Soyal 
Public  Library  of  Saxony. 

(80)  John  Bell,  of  Gateshead,  ^     .     .     . 

Oxford  \— Bodleian  Library.     [MSS.] 

A  curious  Collection  of  transcripts  of  Boman  Inscriptions,  found 
in  various  parts  of  Northern  England,  was  purchased  from  the 
collector  for  Bodley's  Library  at  Oxford. 

(81)  Beaupre  Bell,  ^  August,  1745. 

Cambridge  : — Library  of  Trinity  College,     [Printed  Bookt,] 

Bell's  Library  was  bequeathed  to  Trinity  College  by  the 
Collector. 

(82)  Robert  BellarmillO,  Cardinal,  *  17  Sept.,  1621. 

Rome ;  — Library  of  the  Jesuits^   College,     [Printed  Books  and 

MSS.] 

Bellarhlno's  Library  was  bequeathed  to  the  College  of  the 
Jesuits  (often  styled  the  *  Boman  College '),  in  which  its  Collector 
died. 

(83)  John  Peter  Bellori,  *  1696. 

Berlin : — Boyal  Library.     [Printed  Books  and  MSS,] 

The  literary  coUections  of  Bellobi  were  chiefly  gathered  at 
Bome,  his  birth-place,  and  the  city  in  which  most  of  his  life  was 
spent.  They  came,  eventually,  to  Berlin,  by  purchase  from  bis 
heirs. 

(84)  Peter  BembO,  Cardinal,  *  15  Jan.,  1547. 

Home : — Vatican  Library.  [Printed  Books  and  MSS.]  Barbe- 
rini  Library,     [Part  of  MSS.] 

[2] 
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Mi^ft"  : — Ambrotian  Library.  \_Parl  of  Ccrretponi/enee  ] 
Bekbo's  Library  was  ritli  in  MS8.,  and  especially  in  Poetii 
MSS.  Much  of  it  had  been  (;athored  during  hit*  resideoce  in  XTrbil 
and  after  his  death  moat  -of  bis  Collections  came  into  one  or  other 
the  librarieB  of  the  Dukes  of  Urbino,  "WTien  these  libraries  W 
(at  different  periods)  reirioved  to  Kotne,  the  greater  part  of  Beuii( 
books — including  the  fanious  Virgil  and  Terence,  and  some  auU^m 
HSS.  of  Petrardi — were  added  to  the  Library  of  the  Vatican ;  t) 
another  portion  passed  into  the  Barberini  Collectiou.  The  &ma 
letters  addressed  to  Bbkbo  by  Lucrezia  Boboia  are  in  tho  Ambj 
nan  Library  at  Milan. 

(85)  John  Bembridge,  *  1043. 

Dublin  ;— Library  of  Trinity  College.     [MSS-I 

The  Astronomical  MSS.  of  Bemdkid&b  were  bequeathed  to  Art 

bishop  Ubshkb,  and  cama  to  Trinity  College  as  port  of  the  Arc 

bishop's  Library. 

(86)  Benedict  XII,  Pope  [James  Fourniek], 
>}<  :>5  April,  1342. 

Rome:— ''«'»«"« jKirary.      [^SS,] 

Some  remnant  of  the  MSS.  bequeathed  to  the  ancient  Papal  Xiibn 
by  Beksdiot  XII  is  said  to  have  survived  the  many  devastations  ai 
losses  sufibred  by  that  Library  (both  at  Avignon  and  in  Bom 
during  the  fourteenth  and  lifteeuth  centuries. 

(87)  Benedict  XIV,  Pope  [Prosper  Lambeiitini], 
*  3  May,  175S. 

Bologna : — Vmeernty  Library.     [Printed  Baoit.] 
The  private  Library  collected  by  Pope  Benedict  SIV  was  I 
queathed  to  the  University  of  Bulogna,  liis  birtli-place. 

(88)  Lewis  Benlncasa,  ^  Kioi. 

Ancona: — Town  Library.     [Printed  Bookt.] 
Bekihoasa'b  Library  came  to  Ancona  by  bequest. 

(89)  Cornelius  BentivOgllO,  Cardinal,  ^  1732. 
Ferrara :— Public  Library.     [Printed  Booit  and  MSS.] 
The  literary  collectious  of  BENTivooi-io^who  obtained  distin 

tion    both    in    literature   and    in    diplomacy^ were    bequeathed 

Ferrara,  his  birth-place. 
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(90)  Richard  Bentley,  i>.2).,  *  14  July,  1742. 

London  ; — British  Museum  Library.     [Annotated  Books.'] 

A  series  of  classical  books,  containing  MS.  Notes  by  Bbktlkt, 
was  purchased  for  the  British  Museum  in  1807. 

(91)  L.  J.  Vespasian  BeilO,  *  1791. 

Oenoa: — Berian  Civic  Library.     [MSS.  and  Printed  Books."] 

The  Berlin  Library  is  very  rich  both  in  MSS.  and  in  printed 
books  relating  to  the  History,  Antiquities,  and  Commerce  of  Genoa. 
The  number  of  MSS.  is  stated  officially  to  be  713.  That  of  the  printed 
volumes  in  the  original  Library  is  said  to  have  been  nearly  15,000.  It 
was  the  gift  of  the  heirs  of  the  collector  to  King  Victoe  Emai^usl  I. 
By  that  monarch  the  Library  was  presented  to  the  Municipality  of 
Genoa,  who  provide  a  fund  for  its  growth  as  well  as  maintenance. 

(92)  George  Berkeley,  BisAop  of  Cloyne, 

*  14  January,  1753. 

Newhaven  (^-  "S.): — Library  of  Tale  College.  [Printed  Books.] 

In  the  year  1733  Bishop  Berkeley  gave  a  new  proof  of  his  well- 
known  interest  in  the  rising  fortunes  and  intellectual  progress  of  the 
American  Colonies  of  Britain  by  the  gift  to  Yale  College  in  New- 
haven  of  a  selection  of  books  from  his  Library, — a  selection  which 
was  augumented,  as  it  seems,  by  purchases  made  expressly  for  the 
College.  The  Bishop's  example  was  imitated  by  Newton,  Ualley, 
and  Bentley,  amongst  many  other  English  benefactors,  but  most 
usually  by  the  gift  of  money  to  be  expended  in  the  purchase  of 
books. 

(93)  Edward  Bernard,  *  12  January,  1697. 

Oxford : — Bodleian  Library,     [MSS,  and  Printed  Books.] 

The  University  of  Oxford  gave  Dr.  Bernabd^s  widow  £340  for 
part  of  the  Library  which  he  had  bequeathed  to  her.  Of  this  sum, 
£200  was  for  the  whole  of  the  MSS.  and  for  such  of  the  printed 
books  as  contained  MS.  Notes.  The  remainder  was  for  a  selection 
from  the  other  printed  books.  Of  the  value  of  the  accessories 
(obtainable  so  cheaply  170  years  ago)  Dr.  Bltss  says  (in  his  Addi- 
tions to  the  last  edition  of  the  Athena,  iv,  709)  :  "  The  addition 
made  to  the  Bodleian  from  Dr.  Bebnabd's  study  was  of  the  great- 
est importance,  and  contained  many  of  the  most  valuable  books,  both 
printed  and  MS.,  now  in  the  Public  Library." 

(94)  John  Mary  Bertolo,  *  1708. 

Vicenza :— -S(?r/o/iff»  or  Town  Library.  [MSS,  and  Printed  Books.] 
The  founder  of  the  Bertolian  Library  at  Vicenza  was  an  eminent 
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juriscouBult:  of  the  seventeenth  century.  The  collection,  u  1 
bequeathed  it,  was  a  considerable  one,  and  it  waa  soon  l&rga 
■  augmented  by  other  gifta  and  purchases.  Of  late  yeara  it  has  b« 
flaid  to  contain  nearly  10.000  printed  Tolumes  and  200  MSS.  "H 
statement  is  not  official,  but  it  ia  that  of  awriter  (Neigebaur,  Z 
Stadt-Bibliothek  zu  ricenia,  in  Svrapeuin  of  1858,  p.  364)  who 
eminently  coDveraant  with  the  Libraries  of  Italy. 

(95)  John  Beasarion,  Cardinal,  *  1472. 

Venice:— «■  Mnrk't  Library.     [MSS.,  chief j/  Greek.']  ! 

The  fine  MSS.,  chiefly  Greek,  gathered  by  Bkssakios,  dnril 
a  life  which  abounded  in  circumHtances  favourable  to  the  aean 
for  them,  were  given  to  St.  Mark's  Library  at  Venice,  in  1468.  ! 
a  letter  to  the  Doge  and  Senate  of  Venice,  which  nccompanii 
the  gift,  the  Cardinal  thus  esprcBses  himself; — "  From  my  youtb 
have  beetowed  my  paine  and  exertion  on  the  collection  of  books  i 
various  aciencea.  In  former  days  I  copied  many  with  my  own  ban< 
and  I  have  employed  on  the  purchase  of  others  such  small  means 
a  fruc;al  and  thrifty  life  permitted  me  to  devote  to  the  purpoae.  .  . 
At  all  times  I  have  specially  sought  after  Greek  books,  but  my  u 
and  ardour  in  their  auest  redoubled  aAer  the  fal!  of  Greece  and  ti 
unhappy  capture  of  Constantinople.  I  then  spent  my  utmnet  mea 
in  collecting  them,  .  .  .  and  thus  I  bare  brought  together  most^ 
the  books  of  Q-reek  writers,  and  more  particularly  of  those  of  the 
whose  writings  are  rare  and  of  difficult  research.  But  I  shot] 
estimate  all  my  labour  as  ill-bestowed  were  I  not  enabled  to  preclni 
the  sale  or  dispersion,  afier  my  death,  of  the  books  gathered  with 
many  anxieties  during  my  lifetime,  and  to  ensure — on  the  contrary- 
tbeir  safe  preservation,  in  a  fitting  place,  for  the  use  and  serrr 
of  men  of  learning,"  &c.  Bessaridn's  Collection  included  abo' 
600  Greek  M9S.,  tiie  cost  of  which  is  said  to  have  amounted— but 
know  not  on  what  authority — to  30,000  Roman  crowns.  The  ctri 
meat  is  probably  conjectural. 

(96)  Frederick  Wiiliam  Bessel,  4<  17  March,  1846. 

KoenigSberg^ : —  University  Library.     [Printed  Books  and  MS! 

ehiejiy  Aatronomicat-I 

The  Library  of  this  famous  Prussian  astronomer  was  purchasi 
by  King  Fhederick  William  IV,  and  by  him  bestowed  on  tl 
University  of  Koenigsberg. 

(97)  John  von  BeSSer,  *  1733. 
Dresden  1 — Royal  Library.     [Print td  Books."] 
Von  Besbkr's   Library  appears  to  have  been  purchased  for  tl 
Hoyal  Collection  at  Dresden  af^er  his  death. 
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(98)  Sir  WiUiam  Betham,  *  26  October,  1853. 

Dublin : — Library  of  the  Royal  Irish  Academy,     [MSS,"] 

The  considerable  MS.  Collections  of  Sir  W.  Betham  on  the  His- 
tory and  Antiquities  of  Ireland  were  purchased  by  the  Boyal  Irish 
Academy  (out.  of  its  Parliamentary  grant)  during  the  collector's 
lifetime. 

(99)  Philip  de  Bethune,  Count,  ^  1649. 

Paris :  --imperial  Library,     [^Historical  MSS,"] 

The  rich  Historical  MSS.  of  this  French  statesman  came  to>  his 
descendant,  Count  Hippolytus  de  Bethvke,  and  were  by  him 
bequeathed  to  the  Boyal  Library  of  Paris. 

(100)  Xavier  Bettinelli,  *  13  September,  1808. 

MantUft  \ — Town  Library.  [Autograph  MSS,  and  Correspondence,'] 

Bettinelli' s  MSS.  -appear   to  have  come  to  the  Library  of 
Mantua  by  bequest. 

(101)  William  Beveridge,  Bishop  of  St,  Asaph, 

*  5  March,  1708. 

London : — Library  of  St,  PauVs  Cathedral,     [Printed  Books,'] 

Bishop  Beyebidoe  bequeathed  his  Library  to  the  Dean  and 
Chapter  of  St.  Paul's. 

(102)  Lawrence  Beyerlinck,  ^  1627. 

LoUVain  : — University  Library,     [Printed  Books,  ^c] 

The  Literary  Collections  of  Beysblikck  were  purchased  by  the 
University  of  Louvain  afber  his  death. 

(103)  Francis  Bianchini,  *  2  March,  1729. 

Verona : — Chapter  Library,     [Printed  Books,  ^c] 

'BuLSCBTSi  bequeathed  part  both  of  his  Library  and  of  his  Archado- 
logical  Collections  to  the  Canons  of  Verona. 

(104)  .    .    .    Biener,  *  1861. 

Leipsic: — University  Library.     [Printed  Books,] 

The  Library  which  had  been  collected  by  Professor  Biekeb  was 
bequeathed  to  the  University  of  Leipsic. 
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(105)  Emery  BigOt,  "^  IS  December,  1069. 
Paris  : — Imperial  Library.     [MSS.} 

Bigot's  valuable  Collection  ol"  IISS.  was  bought  for  the  Impni 
Library  at  bis  death. 

(106)  Thomas  Birch,  >i*  1706. 

London  : — BrilUk  Mweum  LibraTy.     [JfA'S.j 

The  extensive  MS.  Collectioiin  of  Dr.  Bibcb,  Yery  rich  in  mad 
rials  of  British  Hiatory,  and  moi^  especially  of  British  Btograph] 
were  bequeathed  to  the  British  Muaeum,  of  which  the  Collector  hu 
been,  for  many  years,  a  Trustee, 

(107)  Anthony  Mary  Biscioni,  »i<  4  May,  1756. 

Florence: — LauTtntian  Library.  [Part  of  Library.}  MoffttM 
beechian.     \^Btmainiler  of  Library. 1 

Part  of  the  Library  of  Biboioni  was  purchased  for  the  Laurentiai 
Library  at  Florence,  and  the  remainder  of  it  for  the  Magliabecchiana 

(108)  William  Blair,  *  .     .     - 
London  -.—Library  of  the  Biblr  Society,     ll'rinted  Bib/ei.] 
Blaie  was  the  collector  of  a  remarkable  series  of  Bibles,  whid 
came  to  the  Library  of  the  London  Bible  Society  by  gift  in  1822. 

(109)  John  Brickdftle  Blakeway,  "J"  .    .    . 

Oxford  '.—Bodley'*  Library.     {MS.  Cofhclion».] 
The  MS.   Collectiona  of  Blakewat 
grsphy)  came  to  Bodley's  Library  by  the  g: 

(110)  Benjamin  Blayney,  •!•  20  September,  1801. 

London: — Lambeth  Library.     [MSS.] 

The  Theological  aud  Critical  MSS,  of  Dr.  Bhiket  were  be 

queathed  to  the  A ruhi episcopal  Library  at  Lambeth  (now,  in  1868 
— to  the  great  injury  of  literature— closed  from  the  access  of  stu 
dents  by  the  manifest  ineptitude  for  the  trusts  confided  to  them  o 
the  Ecclesiastical  Commissioners,  so  far  as  those  trusts  bear  upoi 
the  public  interest  In  literature,  and  in  the  maintenance  and  extensioi 
of  libraries). 

(Ill)  Harmann  Bleeck.eT  [o/ Kcw  Yori),  •!<... 

New  York  l—Slale  Library.     [Printed  BooU] 

The  valuable  Library  formed  by  Bleeckeh  was  given  to  the  Stat 
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of  New  York  a  few  years  ago.  It  was  an  important  augmentation 
of  a  Library  which  already  reflected  honour  on  the  State,  as  well  as 
on  the  Eegents  of  the  University,  who  act  as  its  Trustees. 

(112)  John  Boccaccio,  *  21  December,  1875. 

Florence :  —  Laurentian  Library,  [Bemnant  of  the  Library 
bequeathed  to  the  Augustinians  of  Florence,"] 

This  famous  poet,  like  the  most  illustrious  of  his  Italian  contempo- 
raries, was  anxious  that  the  books  which  he  had  so  much  loved,  and  by 
which  he  had  so  greatly  profited,  should  be  handed  down  to  posterily 
intact.  Petbabch  selected  as  his  literary  trustees  the  great  lords  of 
the  Bepublic  of  Venice ;  Boccaccio,  the  humbler  monks  of  the 
Augustinian  Convent  at  Florence.  But  the  darling  wish  of  those 
poets  of  the  world  failed,  in  both  cases,  of  its  accomplishment.  Only  a 
remnant  of  Boccaccio's  Library  is  now  to  be  seen.  It  is  preserved 
at  the  Laurenziana,  Part  of  it — like  his  Autograph  MSS. — has  long 
been  dispersed. 

(113)   .     .     .     BoCChi  ip/Jdria),  iji  1770? 

TrevisO  : — Town  Library,     [Printed  Books,'] 

BoccHi  bequeathed  his  Library  to  the  Town  of  Treviso  in  1770. 

(114)  Samuel  Bochart,  *  16  May,  1667. 

Caen : — Town  Library,     [Printed  Books  and  MSS.] 

The  Library  of  Samuel  Bochabt  was  acquired  after  his  death 
by  the  Municipality  of  Caen. 

(115)  .    .    .    Boeckel,  *  1843? 

Oldenburgh : — Bucal  Library,     [Printed  Books.] 

Dr.  Boeckel's  Collection  was  bought  for  the  Ducal  Library  at 
Oldenburgh  in  1843. 

(116)  Caspar  Boemer,  *  1547. 

Leipsic : — University  Library,     [Printed  Books  and  MSS,] 
BoEBNEB  bequeathed  his  Library  to  the  University  of  Leipsic. 

(117)  Philip  William  von  BoinebUTg,  *  1717. 

Erfdrt : — Royal  Public  (formerly  University)  Library,  [Printed 
Books,] 

The  Library  of  Von  Boinebubo  was,  by  the  Collector,  be- 
queathed to  the  then  University  Library  of  Erfurt.  It  now  forms 
part  of  the  fine  '  Boyal  Public  Library '  of  Erfurt,  where,  also,  the 
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ancient  collectioD  of  MSS.  I'ouuded,  for  public  use,  by  Amplon 
B.ATISK  or  Von  Eattisgen — loug  known  to  the  learned  m  1 
'Amplonian  Library' — urR  preserved.  Von  Boikebcbo's  C«11 
tion  was  bo  important  tli&t  tiie  Library,  of  wbieh  it  forme  a  cli 
omameDt,  is  often,  epokcn  of  iu  Germany  aa  '  Boineburg'e  Librar) 


i 

I.  CoflRi 


(118)  Lewis  de  Boisgelin,  *b  . 

AiX  •.—Town  Library.     IMSS.I 

BoiBSRUN  bequoatlied  his  eiteneive  and  vfllunble  MS.  1 ^ 

on  the  History  atd  AntiquiEiee  of  Malta  to  the  Town  of  Aix.  TB 
extend  to  twenty  volumee  (folio  and  quarto),  and  are  coiiepicuo 
for  their  arrangement  aa  well  as  for  their  intrinaio  worth. 

(119)  James  BongarS,  *  ^9  July.  1612. 

Beme  X—Tovn  Library.     [Prinfed  Bmks  and  part  of  MSS:] 

Rome  •.—  FatUan  Library.     ^Parl  o/JJSS.} 

BoVGABB,  distil] guished  both  as  seholar  and  aa  stateBman,  gi 
hia  Taluable  Library  to  the  Town  of  Berne  by  hie  last  Will ;  but 
portion  of  hia  MSS.  nre  among  the  rich  collections  of  the  VatieiuL 

(120)  Francis  Bonnivard,  *  1570. 

OeneVa  :—Tou-n  Library.  [Prinled  Books  and  SISS.} 
BoNNiTABD  gave  his  Library  to  Geneva  during  his  own  lifetii 
In  an  ofSciat  account  of  the  Geneva  Library,  indeed,  (drawn  op 
1849,)  itiaaaid  tlmt  "  Bonnivard's  hooks,  which  he  bequeathed 
Geneva  by  hit  Will,  became  national  property,  probably,  in  loTt 
But  a  carefnl  biogra]>hiL'ul  notice  of  Bonnivard,  which  waa  given 
Byron,  in  1816,  by  an  eminent  Genevese,  who  had  made  the  hi«b 
of '  the  Priaoner  of  Chillon  '  a  apecial  study,  aeserta  that  he  gave  1 
Library  to  his  fellow-citizena  (by  adoption)  in  1551,  and  this  accn 
seems  to  be  the  more  trustworthy.  The  Library  comprises  bi 
valuable  MSS.  and  fine  printed  iucunabula. 

(121)  Saint  Charles  BorromeO,  Archbishop  of  Mile 

and  Cardinal,  ^  3  November,  1594. 

Milan : — Ambrosian  Library.     ^Printed  Books  <ind  MSS."] 

¥aiial'-P'"-l  of  MSS.?     ■ULa.atua,:— Archives.    [Pari  0/ MS 

Thia  piouB  and  deservedly  famous  Cardinal  of  the  Eoman  Chu: 

bequeathed  his  Library  and  port  of  liia  estonsivo  MS.  Corresp 

dence  to  the   Chapter  of  his  Cathedral.     When  the  Chapter  i 

suppressed,  a  part  of  the  Collection,  as  it  a|>pears,  was  transfer 

to  the  Ambrosiana ;  a  part,  it  is  probable,  may  yet  be  in  Paris. 

Charles  Bobbomeo  was  also,  in  Lis  lifetime,  a  benefactor  to  i 


NOTICES  OF  COLLECTORS.  [25] 

Ambrosiana.     A  portion  of  his  Correspondence  is  preserved  in  the 
Public  Archives  of  Mantua. 

(122)  Frederick  BoiTOnieO,  Archbishop  of  Milan,  and 
Cardinal,  ^  22  September,  1631. 

Milan ; — dmbronan  Library.     [MSS,  and  Printed  Boohs,"] 

Frederick  Bobbomeo  succeeded  his  saintly  uncle  in  the  See  of 
Milan  in  1595.  He  is  the  most  conspicuous  of  the  many  benefactors 
of  the  noble  Library  of  Milan.  He  employed  literary  ambassadors 
in  the  search  for  valuable  MSS.  in  France,  Flanders,  and  Germany, 
as  well  as  in  Italy.  Amongst  those  of  the  Cardinal's  emissaries  who 
met  with  distinguished  success  in  their  mission  was  Luke  Anthony 
Olgiati. 

It  was  a  favourite  part  of  his  plan  not  only  to  gath^,  for  Milan, 
choice  Oriental  MSS.,  but  to  found  a  sort  of  Academy  for  their  pub- 
lication, so  as  to  make  them  useful  to  all  scholars.  This  part  of  his 
plan,  however,  was  but  initiated,  not  effectively  followed  up. 

In  the  Italia  Sacra,  Ughelli  thus  speaks  of  Cardinal  Frederick's 
benefactions  to  the  Ambrosiana : 

'*  Inter  plura  pietatis  opera  qu®  salubriter  Federicus  Borromieus 
ursit  Bibliotheca  Ambrosiana  est,  quse  propemodum  Yaticanse  semula 
tanta  librorum  copia  abundat,  tantoque  ordine  digesta  est,  ut  ad  com- 

moditatem  mortalium  nil  videatur  potuisse  fieri  absolutius 

Beliquit  aliquot  monumentatum  Latinsl  tum  Italic^  lingud.  conscripta, 
qusB  reconditam  sapiunt  eruditionem,  pietatis  autem  studium  sin- 
gulare.*'  * 

Bosch  A,  in  his  treatise  De  Origine  et  Statu  Bibliothecee  Ambro- 
siana,  had  already  ventured  on  a  like  bold  comparison  of  the 
Ambrosiana  with  the  Vaticana : — 

.  .  .  .  "Et  quidem  si  ssstimemus  quantum  auri  in  condendam 
bibliothecam  impressum  est,  quse  centum  quinque  millibus  pondo 
signftti  SBris  stetit,  sive  ad  coemendos  apud  exteras  gentes  libros, 
atque  facienda  itinera  effusum  est,  sive  librorum  vini,  cum  nobiliori- 
bus  EuropsB  bibliothecis,  etiam  cum  Vaticana  certare  posse  judica- 
bimus,  et  eminere  fortasse.  Neque  vero  sum  nescius  Pontificiam 
BomsB  amplissimam  esse  conclavibus,  ac  libris  repertam,  eaque 
propter.  Ambrosiana  majorem  verum  humiliores  thecsB  nusquam 
objecti  advenientium  oculis  codices,  nisi  prsesidentium  humanitas 
eximat  forulis,  et  nunquam  patens  ad  studiosi  laboris  arbitrium  bib- 
liotheca, hoc  nomine  concedare  Mediolanensi  videtur  quse  nidis  in 
altum  suspensis,  propositis  undique  ad  spectaculum  libris  ac  quotidie 
binas  horas  matutino,  totidem  pomeridiano  tempore  reclusa,  cives  ac 
peregrinos  homines  ad  literarum  studiffi  vocat  et  excipit:  immo  si 
quid  describendum  est  gratuito  pugillares  offert  et  stylum.  At  si 
cui  hsec  fortassis  majora  veris  videantur,  quod  favere  existimer  huie 
instituto,  sumptum  facile  credet,  qui  de  tota  mole  candide  judicabit ; 

*  Ughelli,  Italia  Sacra,  torn,  iv,  c.  897. 
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libronun  certeviru  intra  trigititiitni]lia,constitisse,TUC  dum  nascei 
bibliotbeca,  affirmftt  Paboxa,  dcflcriptorum  autem  q^uatuordec 
millia;  eorum  qui  typis  Mint  vulgati,  nuinerum  iain  non  poi 
WAiTNEMACHXBrs  profitttor:  itit  saltern  huic  liomini  extero  fidl 
babei«  cogantur  qui  Fakoxa  rfs  pntrias  describenti  niinus  veli 
BBsentiri,"  Ac* 

(123)  President  de  Boullier,  *  17  iMarch,  1746. 

TrOyea; — Town  Lihritry. 

The  precious  MSS.  wliii^b  bad  been  amassed  by  tbe  Preaidc 
BODHiEB,  were  purcbaaed  of  bis  iiUimate  representative  by  1 
enligbtened  and  munificent  IMiinaatic  Community  of  Clairrai 
After  tbe  disaolution  they  pasfed  to  the  Town  Library  of  Troy 
They  have  a^iffered  losBee  by  Dcgiect,  but  a  valuable  remnant  is  i< 
preserved. 

(124)  Charles  de  Bourbon,  Constable  of  France,  Dm 
of  Bourdon,  ^  (i  May,  1537. 

F&xis  : — Imperial  labranj.     [JtfSS.] 

The  Collection  of  MSS.  wbicb  bad  been  formed  by  this  fame 
warrior  and  statesman  was  added  by  King  Pbancis  the  Firat  to  I 
Soyal  Library  at  the  Castle  of  Fontainebleu  ;  theuce  it  passed,  evi 
tually,  to  the  now  Imperial  Library  at  Paris. 

(125)  John  Baptist  Bourguignon  d'Anville, 

"i*  2S  January,  17^2. 

Paris  ; — imperial  Libranj.      [Maps  and  C/iarU.] 

The  eitenaive  Geographical  Collection  of  BocnouioNOND'AnTTi 
were  added,  by  purchase,  to  tbe  Imperial  Library  at  Paris. 

(126)  Count  Demetrius  Petrowicz  BoutOUrllll, 

^  21  October,  1850. 

St.  FetOTSbnrgh ; — Library  of  the  Imperial  Academy.  [Priw 
Bookt.'] 

The  fine  Library  of  Count  BoCTOCHLiif  waa  purchased,  after  I 
Collector's  death,  by  the  Emperor  Alesandkr  the  First,  and  gii 
by  the  purchaser  to  the  Imperial  Academy  of  St.  Petersburgh. 

(127)  James  Boyd,  Bishop  of  Glasgow,  '^  1627  ? 
Gl&BffOW : — University  Library.     [Printed  Books.'] 

Biahop  BoTD  gave  his  Library  to  tbe  University  of  Glasgow 
the  year  1027. 

*  Boacha,  Dr  origint,  &c.,  Lib.  ii,  c  28;  apud  Grmv.,  torn,  ii,  p.  6. 
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(128)  ZacharyBoyd,  *  1651. 

Glasgow : — Univernty  Library,     [Printed  BooksJ] 

Zachary  Boyd  bequeathed  his  Library  to  the  same  TJnivepsity  in 
1651. 

(129)  Charles  Boyle,  Tliird  Earl  of  Orrery,  *  1731. 

Oxford: — Christ  Church  Library.     [Printed  Boohs.^ 

The  Collections  of  this  accomplished  scholar  were  bequeathed  to 
his  College,  Christ  Church,  in  1731. 

(130)  W.  N.  Boylston  {of  Cambridge,  Massachusetta). 

Cambridge  (Massachusetts)  : —  Library  of  Harvard  College. 
[Printed  Books.'} 

The  Medical  Library  was  given  by  the  Collector  to  Harvard 
College  in  Massachusetts. 

(131)  Poggio  BraCCiolini,  *  30  October,  1459. 

Florence  : — Riccardi  Library,     [MS.  Correspondence.} 

Pooeio's  MS.  Correspondence,  or  a  considerable  part  of  it,  is  pre- 
served in  the  Biccardiana  at  Florence. 

(132)  Tycho  Brahe,  *  1601. 

Vienna ; — Imperial  Library.    [Printed  Books  and  MSS."] 

The  Library  of  this  illustrious  Astronomer  was  purchased,  after 
his  death,  by  the  Austrian  Government  for  the  Imperial  Library. 

(133)  John  Baptist  Branca,  *  1799. 

Mi|ftp  ; — Ambrosian  Library,     [Printed  BooksJ] 

Branca'b  Library  was  acquired  by  the  Ambrosiana  in  the  year 
1799. 

(134)  Cardinal  Y.  M.  Brancaccia,  *  1675. 

Naples ! — Brancaccian  Library.     [Printed  Books."] 

This  Cardinal  founded,  by  bequest,  the  Library  which  has  per- 
petuated his  name  at  Naples. 

(135)  G.  F.  Brandes  (of  Hanover),  *  1790. 

Oldenburg : — I>ucal  Library.     [Printed  BooksJ] 

Duke  Peter  Fbedebick,  of  Oldenburgh,  bought  the  fine  Library 
of  Brandes  in  1790  for  24,000  thalers  (about  £3600),  and  removed  it 
from  Hanover  to  the  Ducal  Library. 


[28]  BOOK  //'.— HISTORICAL 

(136)  Simon  Browne,  *  173:^. 

IiOndon: — British  Muteum  Library.      \iiSS.'\ 

Bsowns's  MSS.,  partly  tlieolo^cal,  were  purchased  forthal 

Museum.     [See  Livct  of  the  Fouitdert  and  Benefaeion  of  the  Bti 

Muteum,  B.  i,  c.  7. 

(137)  Count  Hetiry  von  Bniehl,  *  28  October,  17( 

Dresden  : — Botfal  library.      IPrinled  Bookt.] 
•i  The  magoificent  Library  of  BiiiiHi.  was  purchaaed  at  his  dl 

■J  for  the  Boyal  Collection  of  Dreeden.     It  comprised  about  62,< 

■    I  TolumeB,  and  waa  acquired  for  lees  than  fSOOO  of  English  mot 

<t  It  WM  remark&hle  for  the  superb  conditioa  of  the  books. 

V  (138)  Philip  BrunqueD,  »i«  1828. 

ji  Bamberg^: — Chapter  hibranj.     [Printed  Bookt.} 

i|  BRTJBQiTELL'e   Library    was   given  to  the    Chapter  of  BamI 

,i  Cathedral  in  1822. 

II 

I  (139)  Jacob  Bryant,  ^  U  November,  1804. 

I'l  Cambridge: — King  a  CoUfffe  Lihrary.      [Part   of  Printed  A 

\\  and  MSS.] 

;  Blenheim  Palace-    [Part  of  Printed  Bookt  and  Mss:\ 

Part  of  the  Library  of  Jacob   Bhtast  was  bequeathed  by 
''  Collector  to  King's  College,  Cambridge,  and  part  of  it  to  bis  lif&J 

''■  friend  and  patron,  George,  Duke  of  JIarj.bouocoh. 

'  (140)  WUliara  Bude,  *  1540. 

-)  Paris; — Andent  Library  of  Iht  Sorbome.     [Printed  Boot* 

j|j  MSS.] 

'■'  Part  of  the  Library  of  thia  true  Reformer — though  he  prob 

died  in  comrounior,  wltti  lhe  Chnr.-li  of  T?ome--nii-i  true  s.-ii, 
poi-tfntum  Qallite,  aa  Erasmus  called  him,  was  bequeathed  to 
Doctors  of  the  Sorhonne  at  Paris,  or  wna  acquired  by  them  fron 
heirs  ;  for  it  is  not  quite  certain  whether  this  valuable  additio 
their  Library  (now  scattered,)  came  by  purchase  or  by  teetatnen 
gift. 

(141)  Christian  Theophilus  Buder,   ^  9  Nov.,  17f 

Jena  : — TTnieernty  Library.      [Printed  Bookt.'] 
BrsEB's  Library  was  bequeathed  to  the  UniverBitr  of  Jena  in 
Tear  1763. 
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(142)  Baron  John  Henry  von  BuelOW,  ^  6  Feb.,  1846. 

Goettingen :  —  Tlniveraity  Library.     [Printed  Books.] 

The  executors  of  Baron  von  Buelow  gave  his  Library,  of  about 
10,000  volumes,  to  the  University  of  Goettingen. 

(143)  Professor  Christian  William  Buettner, 

*  8  October,  1801. 

JeHE: — University  Library,     [Printed  Books.'] 

Professor  Buettneb's  Library  was  bought,  after  his  death,  for 
the  University  of  Jena,  by  the  Duke  of  Saxe-Wsihab. 

(144)  Caunl  Henry  von  Buenau,  ^  7  April,  1762. 

Dresden : — Royal  Public  Library,     [Printed  Books  and  MSS.] 

Almost  exactly  contemporaneous  with  the  acquisition  for  the 
Boyal  Library  at  Dresden  of  the  noble  collection  of  books  which 
bad  been  gathered  by  Count  Bnt^HL,  was  a  similar  acquisition,  by 
purchase  (for  about  £6000  sterling),  of  that  other  and  large  collection 
of  books,  amassed  by  his  contemporary  the  Count  of  BC^nau,  which 
has  been  made  famous  wherever  bibliography  is  studied,  by  the 
admirable,  though  unGnished,  classed  catalogue,  compiled  and  printed 
by  Fbancee.  The  Biinau  Library  comprises  42,119  volumes,  and  is 
eminently  rich  in  works  of  History. 

(145)  Michael  Angelo  Buonarotti,  *  17  February, 

1564. 

Florence ; — Private  Library  of  the  Buonarotti  (Via  Ghibellina). 

Much  of  the  MSS.  and  of  the  Correspondence  of  this  illustrious 
man  is  still  preserved  by  his  descendants  at  the  Casa  Buonarotti,  in 
the  Via  Ghibellina.  Those  descendants  do  not  forget  practically  to 
illustrate  the  proverb  noblesse  oblige^  and  accordingly  they  are  liberal 
in  permitting  strangers  to  see  occasionally  both  the  Michael 
Anoelo  MSS.,  and  other  Buonabotti  treasures. 

(146)  William  BUTgh,  *  26  December,  1808. 

York : — Cathedral  Library,     [Printed  Books.] 

The  widow  and  inheritrix  of  Dr.  Btjboh  presented  his  Library  to 
the  Dean  and  Chapter  of  York. 

(147)  Charles  Bumey,  *  28  December,  1817. 

London :  —  British  Museum  Library.     [MSS.  and  Printed  Books.] 

The  Library  of  this  eminent  classical  scholar  was  purchased  by 
Parliament  for   the   British   Museum,  at  the  price   of  £13,500 


the  mA 
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BoBHEY,  it  ia  said,  had  espeiided  on  bia  Library  nearly  £25,001 
compriaed  more  than  13,000  printed  volumea,  and  a  epletidtd  a 

of  Mas. 

For  an  account  of  the  latter — very  remartcable  in  eereral  poin 
view — the  reader  is  refem^ii  to  the  {oFthaomiDg'Livetoftke  font 
and  Benefaetorg  of  the  Erilith  Mueettm.' 

(148)  Sir  William  BuTTell,  * 

London:— ^"'«A  Mmmm  LiLrary.     [JfSS] 

Sir  W.  BUBBBI.L  had  made  extensive  Collections  for  the  I 

and  Antiquitiea  of  Sueaex,     They  catne  to  the  Muaeum  after 

death.     [See  the  work  aliove'inentioiied.] 

(149)  Auger  Ghislen  von  Busbech,  *b  159:2. 

Vienna: — I«ip«rial  Library.     [MSS,'\ 

This  learned  scholar — bettor  known  aa  BcajiEQunjs— gave  to 
Imperial  Library  of  Auftrin  a  choice  series  of  Greek  MSS.,  the  E 
of  his  long  traveli  in  the  East.     The  gift  was  made  on  hia  retun 

(150)  Hermarii  von  der  Busche,  •!*  153-1. 

Monster  :— Chapter  Libmri/.      [PriiiUd  Books,  ^-c] 
Ton  der  Boscbe's  Library  came  to  the   Cathedral   of  Muo 
shortly  after  the  Collector'a  death. 

(151)  George  Buxtorf,  *  IG2S. 

Brenien: — Tovm  Library.     Imprinted  Book).] 
BtntTOBF's  Library  i»  preserved  in  the  Town  Library  of  Breii 
whither  it  came  after  his  death. 

(162)  Jolin  Buxtorf,  *  1732. 

Basel  :—Town  Library.  [Printed  Books  and  MSS.^ 
The  Library  of  this  eminent  Orieut^ilist  befaiiio  jjart  of  the  T 
Library  at  Baael.  of  which  he  had  been  bo  long  an  ornament 
bequeat.  It  appears  to  have  included  the  collections,  or  great 
of  the  collectiona,  of  more  tliau  one  of  hia  famous  predeceaaors  ii 
path  of  Hebrew  and  Patristic  learning. 

(153)  John  Byrom,  *  28  September,  1763. 

Kersal  (near  Manche»ler)  :      The  Private  Library  at  Keraal  C 


The  very  curious  and  characteristic  Library  of  ISriiou  (theoloj 
Bhort-hand  inventor,  Jacobite  emissary,  atiil  poet)  is  preservci 
Kersall  Cell  by  the  pious  care  of  his  descendants.     Those  who  I 
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had  the  pleasure  of  reading  his  Autobioqraphy  (a  book,  however,  less 
known  than  it  deserves  to  be)  know  wnat,  in  his  case,  is  implied  in 
the  term  *  characteristic*  Bybom  was  a  crotchetty  collector,  but 
he  was,  withal,  a  good  scholar  and  a  good  man. 

(154)  George  Gordon  Byron,  Zorrf  Byron,  ^19  April, 

1824. 

London : — British  Museum  Library.  [Part  of  Autograph  MS8. 
and  Letters,'} 

Part  of  the  Autograph  MSS.  of  Btbok  were  recently  acquired  by 
the  Trustees  of  the  British  Museum.  Another  portion  is  in  the 
possession  of  the  present  Mr.  John  Mubbat. 


0. 

(155)  Sir  Julius  GSBSar,  ^  28  April,  1636. 

London: — British  Museum  Library,      [MSS.']     Bolls  House, 

[MSS,] 

For  the  curious  history  of  those  of  the  C^bab  Papers,  which  are 
now  amongst  the  Lansdowns  MSS.,  the  reader  is  again  referred  to 
*IAves  of  the  Founders  and  Benefactors  of  the  British  Museum,^ 
Another  portion  of  these  important  State  Papers  is  at  'the  Bolls 
House.     A  few  of  them  have  been  dispersed. 

(156)  Caelus  Galcagnilli,  *  27  August,  1541. 

Ferrara : — Library  of  the  Convent  of  St,  Bominich  (J)  [Remains 
of  a  Library  of  Printed  Boohs  and  MSS.] 

The  father  of  this  celebrated  scholar  was  engaged  in  reading  at  the 
moment  when  the  fact  of  his  paternity  was  announced  to  him.  Like 
an  imaginary  personage  whose  very  real  biography  has  been  told  by 
the  hand  of  a  master  in  literature,  he  had  the  whim  of  surrounding 
himself  with  memorials  of  the  trivial  as  well  as  of  the  graver  inci- 
dents of  life.  His  author  at  this  interesting  moment  happened  to  be 
Cicero,  and  he  was  at  that  passage  in  the  Epistola :  ^Eao  de  pro- 
vincia  decedens  qucestorem  Cj&hivuproposui.'  "  To  me  also  is  born 
a  Cjblius,*'  said  he.  But  the  new  CTjelifs  resembled  Cicebo  in  little 
save  the  love  of  books,  and  was  ingrate  enough  to  conceive  an  animosity 
to  the  great  orator  who,  so  indirectly,  had  put  a  name  upon  him. 
But  he  marked  himself,  it  is  said,  as  one  who  was  bom  to  be  a  book 
collector — while  yet  in  the  nurse's  arms  at  tiie  baptismal  font, — by 
clutching  at  the  priest's  Breviary  so  firmly  aa  to  make  it  necessary  to 


[32]  BOOK  /r— HISTORICAL 


bring  belp  to  ito  ownor.  in  order  to  reacae  it  from   the  pewirt 
grasp  of  the  infantile  tinkers. 

CixcAOMiKi  loved  hia  booka  so  descljr  that  he  trad  an  loth  to  pi 
from  tbem  in  death  ta  he  had  b<-eu  to  part  with  the  Bitunl-bfns 
baptism.  He  ehoee  to  be  buried  close  br  their  aide,  and  direct 
this  inacripttan  to  he  plat-ed  abovu  the  Library  door  : 

"  Cum  Csliob    CALCAGXirs  nihil  magi»  oplavfri/,  atit»  i 

omnibut  pro  ForiiittiP  capta  bene  mereri  :    deeeJant  SM»otiae4 

in  quo  muitomatima  atatU  partem  egil,  in  morunt  driitm yntit 

pubticapil,  el  in  ea  ie  condi  mandavU."'  i 

And  thia  one,  also,  on  his  tomb  : — 

"  Sx  ifiKfumo  gludio  in  primig  hoe  dididt  MoT^alia  ^niua  cm 

temnere  et  ignoranUam  tuam  non  ignorare."f 

He  left  S584  veluBiea,  together  with  a  fund  for  maintenauce.   Bu 

the  ungrateful  Dominicans,  after  a  while,  buried  the  booici  a«  we 

as  the  Collector.     Many   of  tbem    have   aince   been  irrecorerabl 

lost. 

(157)  Augustine  Calmet,  ^  35  October,  1757. 

Paris  -.—ImptrvU  Library.  [,USS.] 
Epinal  •,'~Town  library.  [MSS.] 
The  MSS.  of  this  famous  Biblical  and  Patristic  Scholar  came  il 

fart,  by  his  own  gift,  to  the  then  Koyal,  now  Imperial,  Libnrj  ■ 

Fifty  other  Tolumes  of  his  MSS.  are,  or  lately  were,  in  the  Towi 
Library  at  Epuaal. 

(158)  Osilverley  Family  (of  Yorkshire  aiitl  Cheshire). 

London  1 — Britith  Muieuin  Library.      \^MSS.  and  Deed:] 
A  considerable  Collection  of  Charters,  Deeds,  and  other  Famil' 
Papers  of  the  Calverleys  were  inlierited  by  the  present  Sir  "Wait* 
CxLTKaLEY  Tbetbltan.     In  180C,  he  gave  them  to   the  Britid 
Muaeum. 

(159)  John  Calvin,  ►?«  -27  Miiv,  15(11. 
Geneva  : — Town  Library.     [Printed  Booka  and  MSS.] 
Calvix's  Library  was  bought  from  his  heirs  by  the  Town  0 
Geneva  in  1564  or  1565. 

(160)  Cinciii  Oalvoli,  *  .    .    . 

Florence  l — Magliabecchiana. 

Caxtoli  had  made  eitensive  MS,  Collectinna  on  the  History  ani 

■  tVyerlinck,  Theatrum  Vitit  Uumaia.  |  Bibliotliecre,  c.  227. 

t  Valery,  roj/affe  en  IlaUe.  4c.,  I.iT.  t\\.  c.  11. 

I  Bii}leti»  d*  BibUopkiU.  Vol.  »iv,  pp,  1722,  Ac. 
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Antiquities  of  Tuscan j.     Thej  are  now  preserved  in  the  Mctglia- 
hecchiana. 

(161)  WiUiam  Camden,  *  9  November,  1623. 
Westminster  Abbey:— ^^^^ -^«*''«ry-    [Printed 300108,1 

London : — British  Museum  Library,  [MSS,']  Heralds  College 
Library.     [MSS.'] 

The  rich  Historical  Collections  of  Camden  are  all,  or  nearly  all, 
preserved  in  the  metropolis  of  the  country  whose  antiquities  he  has 
so  nobly  recorded ;  but  they  are  divided  between  the  Museum,  the 
Herald's  College,  and  the  Library  of  the  Dean  and  Chapter  of 
Westminster. 

Those  MSS.  which  are  in  the  Museum  were  bequeathed  by 
Camden  to  his  friend  Sir  Eobert  Cotton.  [See  Lives  of  Founders^ 
Ac.,  as  above.]  His  Heraldic  MSS.  he  directed  by  his  last  "Will 
should  be  severed  from  the  rest  and  given  to  his  colleagues. 

(162)  George  Gampe,  *  .     .     . 

Emden : — Public  Town  Library.     [Printed  Books.'] 

Campe's  Library  is  now  part  of  the  Public  Collection  at  Emden. 

'  (163)  Peter  Ganetti  (of  Cremona),  ^  1714. 

Ravenna : — Town  Library.     [Printed  Books.] 

The  Library  of  Canetti  was  bequeathed  to  the  Town  of  Bavenna. 

[Gauge.     See  Imbert  de  Cang6.] 

(164)  David  Gannivari,  *  1625. 

Geneva: — Town  Library.     [Printed  Books,  ^c] 

Cannivabi*8  Literary  Collections  are  preserved  in  the  Town 
Library  of  Geneva. 

(165)  TAe  Abbate  GanonicL 

Oxford :  — Bodleian  Library,     [  MSS,] 
London : — British  Museum  Library.     [MSS.] 

Part  of  the  fine  Collection  of  Classical  and  Theological  MSS. 
which  had  been  brought  together  by  Canonici,  at  his  house  in 
Venice,  were  purchased  for  Bodley's  Library  in  1818.  A  smaller 
portion — consisting  chiefly  of  Italian  MSS. — was  acquired  by  the 
Trustees  of  the  British  Museum  at  the  same  period. 

The  Bodleian  portion  includes  some  choice  Ohental  MSS. 

[8] 
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(166)  Edward  Capell,  •!«  1781. 

Cambridge: — Library  o/  Trinity  College.  [ISSS.  and  Prim 
Book*.'] 

The  rich  '  Shakeapeariitna,'  and  other  MS.  and  printed  CoUeeti( 
of  this  genuine  Shakesperian  scholar  were  bequeathed  by  tk 
owner  to  Trinity  Library  at  Cambridge. 

(167)  Alexander  Gregory  Oapponi,  "i"  September,  \1A 

Home  ;— Fah'con  Library.     [Printed  Books.'] 

Cajpohi'b  Library  was  purchased  for  the  Vatican  on  the  C 
lector'B  death. 

(168)  Anthony  Caraflftl,  ^  1591. 
Itome: — f^atiean  Library.     [Printed  Bookt,  |-c.] 
Carit7a'b  Library  was  also  purishased  for  the  TaticaD  in  li 


(169)  Jerome  Cardan,  *i<  21  September,  1676.. 

Port  ofCASDAs's  MSS.  are,  I  believe,  still  preserved  in  Som 

but  I  am  unable,  at  present,  to  indicate  tlieir  precise   pbkce 
abode.    Cabsav  died  as  a  peneioner  of  Pope  Gkeqobi  XILI. 

(1 70)  John  Baptist  Oardona,  Archbishop  of  f'alencie 

*  16S9. 

Vienna  : — In^erial  Library.      [Printed  Book)  and  MSS."] 

This  eminent  Archbishap  of  Valencia  bequeathed  hia  Library, 
trust  for  public  use,  to  the  Francisean  Friara  of  hia  cathedral  toi 
But  those  good  monks  were  cruelly  tempted  by  the  offer,  on  the  p 
of  the  Emperor  Chakles  YI,  of  no  less  a  sum  than  eight  thousa 
ducats,  on  condition  that  the  Library  should  be  transferred  to  I 
Imperial  Collection  at  Vienna,  which  that  book-loving  Emperor  » 
intent  on  making  one  of  the  finest  Collections  in  the  world.  1 
Pranciscans  were  under  jfrcat  obligations  to  their  deceaaed  dioces 
but  the  charms  of  the  Emperor's  ducats  won  the  day  against  1 
obligations  of  duty  and  the  claims  of  gratitude; — greatly,  bowet 
to  the  advantage  of  students,  who  arc  much  better  treated,  aad  hi 
at  nearly  all  periods  been  much  better  treated,  in  Vienna,  than  tl; 
have  ever  been,  or  a^e  likely — whether  under  Spanish  revolutiom 
or  Spanish  monarchists — to  be,  at  Valencia, 


NOTICES  OF  COLLECTORS.  [35] 

(171)  Sir  George  CaTGW,  Earl  of  Totnes, 

*  27  March,  1629. 

London: — Lambeth  Library  [MSS,']\  and  British  Mtueum 
\_MSS.     Cotton  Collection]. 

Oxford :  —Bodleian  Library.     [  MSS.] 

The  Carew  MSS.  are  historical,  and  relate  chiefly  to  the  An- 
tiquities and  Political  History  of  Ireland.  The  Collector  bequeathed 
them  to  his  natural  son,  Sir  Thomas  STAFroBD,  Editor  of  the  Pacata 
Ilibemia,  The  larger  portion  is  now  in  the  Archiepiscopal  Library 
at  Lambeth,  and  most  of  the  remainder  are  in  the  Bodleian.  A  few 
documents  which  once  belonged  to  Sir  Q-.  Cauew  will  be  found 
amongst  the  Cotton  MSS.  A  Calendar  of  the  Cabbw  MSS.  is 
now  (1868)  in  the  press,  as  part  of  the  Bolls  House  Series. 

(172)  Dudley  Garleton,  Lord  Dorchester, 

^15  February,  1632. 

London : — liolU  House;  and  British  Museum.     [State  Papers.l 
Oxford : — Bodleian  Library.     [State  Papers.] 

Lord  Dorcuesteb's  Collections  were  made,  in  part,  as  Secretary 
of  State  to  King  Cuables  1  (who  is  said  to  have  remarked  of  him, 
and  of  his  fellow-secretary,  Falkland,  "  I  have  two  Secretaries,  one 
of  whom  (Dobchesteb)  is  a  dull  man  in  comparison  of  the  other, 
and  yet  pleases  me  the  best,  for  he  always  brings  me  my  own 
thoughts  in  my  own  words ;  while  Falkland  puts  them  in  so  fine 
a  dress  that,  often,  I  do  not  know  them  again  "),  which  office  he 
filled  from  1629  until  his  death  in  1632.  Another  portion  of  them 
was  gathered  during  several  embassies  in  Venice,  Holland,  and 
France.  Some  of  these  Carleton  Papers  have  been  long  alienated 
from  their  most  fitting  place  of  deposit  (the  State  Paper  Office), 
and  are  amongst  the  Cabte  MSS.  in  the  Bodleian  and  tne  Cotton 
MSS.  in  the  British  Museum. 

(173)  Thomas  Carte,  *  2  April,  1754. 

O^Otd  I— Bodleian  Library.     [MSS.] 

The  fate  of  the  large  Collection  of  Historical  MSS.  amassed  by  the 
historian  Cabte  is  a  curious  one.  He  died  without  having  made 
any  effectual  testamentary  disposal  of  them.  His  widow  remarried, 
and  at  her  death  left  them  by  Will  to  her  second  husband  during  his 
life,  and  then,  in  reversion,  to  the  University  of  Oxford.  The  his- 
torical value  of  the  MSS.  being  well  known,  Mrs.  Cabte's  relict 
made  a  trade  of  letting  them  for  hire  from  time  to  time.  In  this 
way  they  were  largely  used  by  Macphebson  and  by  Lord  Habd- 
wicKE,  amongst  others,  before  they  came  to  the  University. 
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(174)  CardinalJEROMK  Casanata,  *  March,  1700. 

Some  :— C(Mana(a  Library,  attached  to  the  Dominitan  Coneent  4 
S.  Maria  topra  Minerva. 

The  noble  Librarr  of  Casana.ta  nae  bequeatlied  to  the  Dominieaa 
of  9.  Maria  Bopra  MinerTa,  together  with  a  large  endowroeot  fuoii 
It  ie  widely  knowu  by  tlie  excellent,  though  unnniebed.  Catalogue  0 
AuDirrESDi  (1761-1786). 

(175)  Isaac  Casaubon,  *  July,  ifiU. 

London  ; — British  Muttum  Libranj.  {Printed Booka  and  MSS' 
Whea  Cahadboh  exileil  biniBeif  from  France  he  left  bie  Libnu] 
in  the  charge  of  the  President  De  Thou,  and  he  hud  coneiderablt 
difficulty  in  procuring  the  royal  permi^aion  for  \U  despatch,  aflei 
tbe  owner,  to  London.  The  Library  was  purchased  at  his  dealb  b] 
King  Jameb  I.  The  biognipherB  of  Dr.  Meric  Cabacbos,  boo  oI 
the  Collector,  tell  a  curious  story — '  curious,  if  true ' — of  an  off« 
made  hj  the  Prot«ctor  Ceomwell,  to  return  the  Library  as  a  gifl 
to  Menc  Casaubok,  if  be  would  undertake  to  write  "  an  impartial 
History  of  the  Civil  Wars."  And  he  was  promised,  it  is  said,  u 
annuity  of  £800  a  vear  besides.  Be  that  as  it  may,  the  profferec 
task  waa  declined.  The  Library  remained  at  St.  James's,  to  becomi 
part,  eventually,  of  the  great  national  Collection. 

(176)  Meric  Casaubon,  "i*  U  July,  1671. 

Oxford :— Bodleian  Library.      lMSSr\ 

Meric  ClAAtrBON's  MS 8.— Classical  and  Theological — were  b* 
queathed  by  the  Collector  to  the  University  of  Oxford. 

(177)  i)w*.?  e/'Oassano-Serra,  *  ■    .    . 

AltbOIp  Sonso  [P!orthampton»kire).     Lord  Spencer't  Library. 

This  fine  Collection — eminently  rich  in  Qaatfroeentttti — was  pur 
chased  by  Lord  Spikoeb  iu  1820.  His  own  Library  was  already  « 
well  furnished  with  similar  raritii'H  lliat  vt*r_v  iiiiiiiy  books  Wjj 
coveted,  in  vain,  by  collectora  then  became  'duplicates'  in  thi 
Althorp  Collection.     These  were  sold  by  auction  iu  1821. 

(178)  Kdmund  Castell,  4<  1685. 
Cambridge:— ^''"*'"*''yjf-'*'"'"'y[0r(>n(ai.2/ss] ;  andfoMMc 

College  Library  [Printed BooA*}. 
London; — ^l-  PouPa  Library.     [Printed  Booki] 
The  learned  Author  of  the  Lexicon  Ueptaglollon  bequeathed  hii 

Oriental  MSS.  to  the  University  of  Cambridge ;  a  selection  fron 
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his  Library  to  Henry  Compton,  Bishop  of  London;  and  the  re- 
mainder of  it  to  Emanuel  College.  Eventually  Bishop  Compton's 
Library  was  bequeathed  to  the  Dean  and  Chapter  of  St.  Paul. 

(179)  Balthasar  Gastiglione,  *  2  February,  1529. 

Turin  l — Boy  at  Archives.     [Letters.] 

Some  of  the  MS.  Letters  of  CA.8TiaLiONE  are  preserved  among 
the  Royal  Archives  of  Italy  at  Turin. 

(180)  Catherine  de  MedlciS,  Queen  Consort  of 
Henry  II,  King  of  France,  ^  5  January,  1589. 

Paris ; — Imperial  Library,     [Library,] 

The  Manuscript  department  of  this  Library  was  eminently  rich  in 
Greek  MSS. ;  and  this,  with  some  other  portions  of  it,  were  added 
to  the  Eoyal  Collection  of  France  in  1699,  mainly  at  the  instance  of 
De  Thou.  It  included  part  of  the  prior  Collections  of  Cardinal 
RiDOLFi  and  of  Marshal  Stbozzi.  It  was  also  rich  in  the  earlier 
poetry  of  France. 

Part  of  the  printed  Library,  to  the  extent,  it  is  said,  of  800  volumes, 
was  added  (at  the  same  period)  to  the  Collection  of  the  College  of 
Clermont.  Queen  Cathebine  had  gathered  nearly  all  the  Fibst 
Editions — some  of  which  are  now  priceless — of  the  Greek  and 
Boman  Classics;  an  extensive  series  of  the  Romances  of  Chivalry; 
and  a  group — more  curious  than  valuable — of  Treatises  on  Judicial 
and  Empirical  Astrology,  as  appliances,  no  doubt,  for  the  employ- 
ments of  those  famous  nights  in  the  'Tour'  which  have  been  so 
often  described  (more  or  less  truthfully)  both  by  biographers  and 
by  romancers. 

PiTHou,  it  seems,  had  been  called  in  to  value  the  Library  in  the  MiJ^rt^i 
year  1597.  He  appraised  it  at  6400  crowns.  If  a  like  collection  16W;  Brmu- 
were  now  valued  at  current  market  prices,  the  estimate  would  be  ^S^imUa^ 
multiplied  at  least  thirtyfold.  In  1858  the  old  Inventory  of  this  &J^^,,  , 
Library  was  printed  by  the  eminent  antiquary,  M.  Le  Boux  de  n.Sih^Bui* 
LiNCT.  I^-J*  ^^*- 

Of  the  books  that  were  at  Clermont  many  have  been  dispersed,  xui,  pp.  bis. 
Some  may  be  seen  in  the  Library  of  St.  Genevieve  at  Pans,  and  MuS^ji 
some,  I  think,  in  English  Libraries.     The  aggregate  extent  of  the  ^^^{}iif' 
Queen's  Collection  amounted  to  nearly  5000  volumes.^ 

(181)  Catherine  Parr,  Queen  Consort  of  Henry  Fill, 

*  1548. 

Cambridge  : — Christ  Church  College  Library,     [MS,  Carresp,] 

Part  of  the  MS.  Correspondence  of  this  last  of  the  Tudor  Queens 
Consort  is  now  in  the  Library  of  Christ  Church  College  at  Cam  ^ 
bridge. 
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(1S5)  John  de  Caulet,  BUhop  of  Grenoble,  ^  1772 

Grenoble : — To\cn  Library,     [Printed  Books."] 

The  townsfolk  of  Grenoble  raised  a  public  BabBcription  for  J 
purchase  of  this  fine  Collection  at  the  price  of  about  £2( 
(45,000  livres).  The  Corporation  of  AdYocates  added  to  thia  pul 
purchase  their  own  Library,  and  the  conjoined  CoUectiona  wi 
opened  to  the  public  in  1773. 

(183)  Cavendish  Family. 

ChatSWOrth  House  (Derbyshire). 

Part  of  the  old  Library  and  of  the  older  Archivefl  of  the  Cati 
DISHES  is  preserved  in  the  noble  seat  of  the  Duke  of  Dxyokbhiri 
Chatsworth. 

The  Dukc*8  Library  is  very  rich  in  early  English  literature,  a 

?art  of  its  choicest  treasures  were  acquired  by  William,  sixth  Dal 
here  is  a  privately  printed  Catalogue,  but  it  extends  to  only 
portion  of  the  Collection. 

The  illuminated  MSS.  are  numerous.  There  are  some  of  mu 
greater  beauty,  but  not  one  of  greater  intrinsic  and  hlBtorical  intere 
than  the  famous  Benedict ionale  of  St.  Ethxlwold,  Biabop  of  Wi 
Chester  (a.d.  970-984),  and,  as  his  contemporaries  were  wont 
say, '  the  Father  of  Monks.'  It  was  written  about  the  year  98 
contains  11 S  voUum  leaves ;  and  its  miniatures  and  borders  snrpi 
in  richness  and  in  beauty  those  of  the  best  Anglo-Saxon  MSS.  wni 
are  elsewhere  to  be  seen.  In  style  they  show  peculiarities  whi 
indicate  that  the  artist  had  studied  the  works  Doth  of  ^zanti 
and  Romanesque  illuminators.  The  MS.  marks  an  epoch  in  t 
history  of  English  art. 

Here  also  is  to  be  seen  a  Missal  of  King  Heutbt  YII,  with  1 
autograph.  It  was  a  gift  from  the  King  to  his  daughter  Maboab 
of  Scotland,  and  from  her  to  her  daughter  Margaret  Douglas,  t 
mother  of  Darxley,  and  the  grandmother  of  Arabella  Stuabt. 
probably  came  to  the  Cayendisues  through  the  marriage  of  i 
fifth  Earl  of  Lenox  (the  only  surviving  son  of  Margaret  Douou 
with  Elizabeth  Cavendish,  daughter  of  Sir  William  and  founder 
the  family. 

(1S4)  William  Cecil,  Lord  Buryhley,  ^  4  August,  152 

Hatfield  House  {Uerts) .     [Part  of  MSS,  and  pari  of  Idbrar^ 
London : — British  Museum  [Part  of  MSS,]  ;    and  Rolls  Ho\ 

[Part  of  MSS,] 

: — Imperial  Lihrary,     [Part  of  Printed  Books,] 


The  ver}'  curious  history  of  the  famous  Cecil  Library  and  Cb< 
State  Papers  at  Hatfield  may  ho  sufliciently  told  in  the  follow! 
extract  from  a  recently  published  Life  of  Sir  W.  Balegh  : — 
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"  Lord  BoBGnLEi  formed  n  conaiderable  Collection  of  State 
Papers  at  his  Hertfordahire  seat  at  Theobalds,  and  also  a  Library  of 
Bookfl,  both  priiit«d  and  manuacript ;  bequeathing  thetn  at  bia  death, 
together  with  the  Hertfordahire  estate,  to  hia  aecond  son  Kobert, 
afterwards  Earl  of  Salibbtjut.  When  Saj.isboby  aold  Theobalda 
to  King  Jamf.s  (receiving  HatSeld  in  exchange)  he  remored  hia 
Collection  to  Hatfield.  He  was  jerj  anitoua  about  its  perpetuation 
as  a  heirloom;  nevertheleas,  in  after  yeara  it  Buffered  much  from 
neglect 

"  Meanwhile,  other  portions  of  the  vaat  Cecil  CoUectiona  had 
wandered  far  afield.  Within  but  a  few  years  of  the  lifetime  of  Lord 
BtTBonLEV  himself— if  not,  even,  whiiat  he  waa  yet  alive — many  of 
hia  State  Papere  had  passed  into  the  hands  of  Sir  Bobert  CoTTOtr. 
Some  of  these  suffered  mutilation  by  the  Are  at  Aahhumham  Houae. 
Others  (after  many  hairbreadth  eacapea  from  deatruction)  came  in 
later  days  into  the  noble  CoUection  gathered  by  Bobert  Hablet 
and  Edward  Harlbt,  Earia  of  Oxford.  Another  large  aeriea  of 
Cecil  Papers  remained  (until  his  death)  in  the  handa  of  Sir  Michael 
HicKEa,  who  had  been  Secretary  succeasively  to  Lord  Bdbohlet 
and  to  Lord  Salisbubt,  and  whose  aecretarial  collections  seem  to 
have  included,  impartially,  original  papers  aa  well  aa  copies ;  for 
which,  indeed,  he  hod  too  much  precedent.  Part  of  UicEEa'a 
papers  passed  succeasively  into  the  handa  of  Stbyve,  the  his- 
torian, and  of  Jamea  West,  the  well-known  collector.  This 
portion  waa  eventually  purchaaed  by  the  first  Marqueaa  of 
LaHssowxe,  and,  iu  due  time,  became  part  of  the  great  national 
collection  in  the  British  Museum  (as  the  Cotton  MSS.  and  the 
Harleiaa  MSS.  had  previously  become).  But  some  of  the  '  Cecil ' 
or'Burghley  Papers,'  known  to  have  been  once  in  the  hands  of 
John  Stbtfe,  are  not  now  to  be  found  amongat  the  Lanadowne 
Manuxcripts.  They  have  strayed  into  out-of-way  piacea.  Many,  in 
nil  probability,  have  been  destroyed.  A  few  found  their  way  into 
the  Collection  which  was  formerly  one  of  the  oroaments  of  Stowe,  in 
Buckinghamshire,  and  are  now,  I  believe,  in  Lord  Aghdubhham's 
Library  in  Suaaei, 

"  In  like  manner,  during  the  bygone  daya  of  neglect  at  Hatfield, 
predatory  handa  were  laid  on  some  of  the  papers  which  had  formed 
part  of  the  old  Tusobalss  Collection.  Some  auch  have  paaaod,  by 
the  ordinary  channels  of  commerce,  into  private  CoUectiona.  A  few 
haTe  pasaeu,  occasionally,  into  the  great  national  repoaitory  in  Qreat 
Buaa^  Street,  and  form  part  of  different  groups  of  documents, 
Tariousty  acquired.  Thus  it  la  tliat  the  aearch  for  '  Cecil  Papers' 
carries  the  searcher's  inquiriea  not  only  to  the  CoUectiona  of  the 
Family  itself,  aa  well  aa  to  the  vaat  Archivea  at  the  Kolls  House, 
and  to  the  well-known,  and  more  or  less  well- catalogued,  Collections 
of  Collon  MS8.,  Rarleian  MSS,,aad  LaiuJownei  MSS.  at  the  British 

IMuseiun,  but  also  to  a  aeries  less  easily  consulted,  because  only  par- 
tially  [and  badly]    catalogued,    that   which  bears   the   designation 


I 

I 
I 
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'  Additional  MSS.^  in  the  anme  repoeitorv.  It  has  also  chsDced  t\iAt 
two  volumes  of  tranBcripte,  made  in  the  lifetime  of  James,  Earl  of 
Sajjsbukt  (sixth  of  the  Cscil  Garlit),  have  passed  hy  donatioa 
into  the  same  series  i  and  of  tuo  or  tbreo  of  the  papers  coottiini^ 
amongst  those  transcripts  tlie  originals  are  not  now,  it  seemi,  to 
be  found  at  Hatfield." 

A  few  of  Lord  Bubohlet's  pnpere  are  to  be  found,  too.  in  tbe 
Bodleian  Library  at  Oxfoi'd.  Tlicse  have  been  acquired  at  varioos 
times  and  from  varioua  sources,  but  their  number  is  incoueiderable. 

By  Bobert  Cecil  the  Collection  at  Hatfield  was  largelv  increued. 
It  still  includes  not  only  much  of  Itis  own  vast  CorrespondeDcea  in 
his  Bucceaaive  or  conjoined  cmplojmeijts  of  Privy  Councillor,  Secre- 
tary of  State,  Master  of  the  Court  of  'WardB.  and  Lord  High 
Treasurer  of  England,  but  also  considerable  Collections  of  paper* 
which  formerly  belonged  to  Robert  Devekecx,  Earl  of  Essex  ;  to 
Henry  Bbooke,  Lord  Cobham ;  and  to  Sir  Walter  Halebh. 

Soon  after  the  accession  to  the  Marquessate  of  the  late  Lord 
Salibboby  an  unaccountable  odour  in  one  of  the  Library  rooms  at 
Hatfield  led  to  a  search  in  the  basement  beneath.  There  a  mass  of 
neglected  and  fast-rotting  papers  was  found,  which  proved,  on  exa- 
mination, to  include  a  series  of  State  Papers  of  great  value.  Part  of 
these  were  irrecoverably  destroyed.  Another  and  larger  portion 
Iiord  SiiLiSBDBT  caused  to  be  carefully  arranged  and  catalogued,  and 
it  is  now  not  the  least  valuable  section  of  the  Collection  at  Hatfield. 

Of  Lord  BuBOHLBl'a  Printed  and  Manuscript  Library  part  is,  I 
believe,  at  Burghley  House,  in  Northamptonshire.  But  part  of  it 
has  been  dispersed.  For  example,  a  MS.  ou  vellum,  coDtjtining 
amongst  other  articles  extracts  from  a  MS.  of  Gildas  {Liber 
8.  Oilda  de  Qtttia  Atulorum),  which  once  belonged  to  Lord 
BuBOHLEY,  is  now  "  MS.  £ibl.  Imp.  Par.,"  6235"  (it  was  formerly 
marked  "MS.  Colb.,  5337  "J,  Another  MS,  on  vellum  of  the  15^ 
century,  containing  the  Encomium  Emma,  which  also  belonged  to 
Lord  BuBOHLEX,  is  in  the  same  volume.  It  came  to  the  Imperial 
Library  with  the  Colbebt  MSS.,  was  formerly  numbered  5337,  and 
it  now  'So.  6236. 

The  MS.  of  the  Imperial  Library  at  Paris  numbered  '4126'  was 
also  formerly  in  the  Library  of  I,ord  BcRiini.KT.  It  contains  a 
collection  of  pieces  relating  chiefly  to  British  History  made  by 
Eobert  de  Poppleton  of  York.  Amongst  them  are  works,  or  por- 
tions of  work's,  by  GiiiALDra  Cambrensis,  GF.OFFREr  of  Monmouth, 
Alpbbs  of  Beverley,  Hemrv  of  Huntingdon,  and  Ralph  HianEN, 


(186)  Robert  OCCil.  Earl  of  Snlixbiir,,,  *  24  May,  1612. 
[See  No.  184— William  Ctcii.,  Lord  Burghley \ 
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(186)  Brownlow  Cecil,  Ninth  Earl  of  Exeter,  ^  1739. 

London  : — British  Museum,     [Collection  of  Drawinga.l 

The  9th  Earl  of  Exeteb  gave  a  fine  Collection  of  Drawings  to  the 
Trustees  of  the  British  Museum. 

(187)  Conrad  Goltes,  ^  3  February,  1508. 

Vienna : — Imperial  Library,     [MSS.  and  Printed  Books,] 

The  Library  of  Celtes  was  purchased  for  the  Imperial  Library 
of  Vienna  in  (as  I  believe)  the  year  of  his  death. 

(188)  Manuel  do  CenaculO,  Archbishop  of  Evor a, 

*     .     .     . 

Hyora : — Public  Library,     [Printed  Books,] 

The  Archbishop  of  Evora  bequeathed  his  Library  to  his  townsmen. 

(189)  Sir  Robert  Chambers,  *  9  May,  1803. 

Berlin  : — Royal  Library, 

Sir  Eobert  Chambehs  was  for  many  years  Chief  Justice  of 
Bengal,  and  his  rich  Library  was  chiefly  formed  in  India,  at  a  very 
large  expense.  It  was  purchased  from  his  executors  by  the  King  of 
Prussia  at  the  instance  of  Bunsen. 

(190)  Charles,  Dui-e  of  ZweibrOck, 

Bamberg : — Royal  Library, 

The  Library  of  Duke  Chables  of  Zweibriick  was  given  to  Bam- 
berg in  the  year  1808. 

(191)  Jean  Charlier  de  Gerson,  *  12  July,  1429. 

Avignon  \—Town  Library.     [MSS,] 

Part  of  the  Library  of  this  famous  Churchman  of  the  14th  and 
15th  centuries  is  preserved  in  that  of  the  Town  of  Avignon ;  but  I 
am  unable  to  state  in  what  way  the  Collection  came  to  the  Munici- 
pality. 

(192)  Francis  Cherry,  *  1729? 

Oxford : — Bodleian  Library,     [MSS.] 

Dr.  Chehbt's  MSS.  were  given  by  his  widow  to  the  University  of 
Oxford  in  the  year  1729. 
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(193)  Gabriel  Ohiabrera,  *  14  October,  1637. 

Rome  : — Barberini,     \_MSS.'] 

The  autograph  MSS.  of  Ghiabbeba  are  preeerved  in  the  Barberini 

Library. 

(194)  Ohristma,  Queen  of  Sweden,  *  1689. 

Some  : — Vatican  Library.     [_Port  of  MS8J\    Alexandria  Library, 
[Printed  Boo^8.~\ 
Montpellier : — Library  of  the  Fabre  Museum.     [Pari  qfMSS.] 

Part  of  the  fine  Library  of  Queen  Chbistixa,  and  more  especially 
of  its  MSS.,  came  into  the  hands  of  Azzoliki,  and  waa  oy  him 
bequeathed  to  the  Vatican.  Most  of  the  printed  books  were  pur- 
chased by  Pope  Alexander  VII  and  given,  to  the  Library  whick  is 
called  after  him,  the  Alexandrian  Libraiy.  A  portion  of  CHaisnvA'i 
MS.  Correspondence  came  to  the  town  oi  Montpellier,  hftving 
formed  part  of  the  '  Alfiebi  Collection '  bequeathed  by  Fabbi  to 
that  community. 

(195)  John  Churchill,  Ditie  of  Marlborough, 

^16  June,  1722. 

Blenheim  Falaee  {Oxfordshire). 

There  is  at  Blenheim  a  very  extensive  collection  of  the  Cor- 
respondence of  the  Great  Duke  of  MABLBOBOVOH,batitisnotinthe 
best  conceivable  state  of  arrangement.  Nor  is  there  any  adeqoata 
Catalogue  of  it.  It  comprises  both  the  Duke's  correspondence  as  statai- 
man  and  his  despatches  as  the  Generalissimo  of  the  Allied  Annies. 
There  is  also  a  remarkable  series  of  military  plans,  and  others,  illustn- 
tive  of  the  campaigns.  Twenty-eight  other  volumes  of  original  lettsr- 
books  were  discovered,  in  the  year  1842,  in  the  old  Manor  House  of 
Kensington,  near  Blenheim,  where  they  had  laid  entombed  for  more 
than  a  century. 

(19C)  John  Rutter  Ohorley,  *  29  June,  1867. 

London : — British  Museum  Library.     [Printed  Books.'] 

Part  of  a  rich  and  choice  Collection  of  Spanish  Plays  was  giTenbj 
Mr.  Chobley,  in  his  lifetime,  to  the  Library  of  the  British  Maseam; 
and  a  large  addition  to  it  was  made  in  1867  by  Will. 

(197)  Leopold,  Cou?it  Oicognara,  ^  5  March,  1834. 

Home  ; — Vatican,     [Printed  Books.^ 


Count  CicoGN aba's  choice  Library — eminently  rich  in  the 

ture  of  the  arts  and  in  fine  illustrated  books — was  purchased  for  the 
Vatican  by  Pope  Gbeooby  XVI. 
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(198)  George  Clarke,  B.C.L,     *     .     .     . 

Oxford: — Pembroke  College  Library. 

Dr.  Cl^bke  gave  his  Library  to  Pembroke  College. 

(199)  John  Classen,  *    .    .    . 

Copenhagen  :— Classen's  Library.     [Printed  Books.] 

Classen's  bequest  of  the  Library  at  Copenhagen  which  bears  his 
name  was  made  in  the  last  century,  but  the  precise  date  is  not 
recorded  in  the  official  returns  of  its  character  and  extent.  The 
collection  is  eminently  rich  in  works  on  the  Natural  Sciences,  and 
also  in  books  of  travel  and  treatises  on  geography.  There  are  also 
many  technological  books. 

(200)  John  Claymond,  First  President  of  Corpus 

Christi,  Oxford,  ^  1557. 

Oxford  X^Corpus  Christi  Coll.  Lib.     [MSS.  and  Printed  Books.] 

Dr.  Clatmond's  Collections  of  MSS.  and  printed  books  were 
given  to  Corpus  Library  by  his  Will.  They  include  many  classics, 
as  well  as  works  on  theology  and  philosophy. 

(201)  Clement  XI,  [John  Francis  Albani], 

*  19  March,  1721. 

XTrbinO  ;•"  University  Library.     [Printed  Books.] 

The  CoUection  given  to  Urbino  by  Pope  CuEMEirr  XI  (in  1720) 
was  at  first  placed  in  the  Franciscan  Monastery  at  Urbino,  and 
about  the  year  1800  was  converted  into  a  Lyceum  Library.  It 
was  restored  to  the  University  in  the  year  1826. 

(202)  M.  Clement,  *  1712? 

Paris  ; — imperial  Library,     [Prints.] 

A  Collection  of  Engraved  Portraits  was  bequeathed  by  M. 
CLiiiEKT  to  the  then  Eoyal  Library  at  Paris  in  1712. 

(203)  George  Clinton,  First  Governor  of  the  State  of 

New  York,  *  20  April,  1812. 

New  York :— state  Library.     [MSS.] 

The  papers  of  Governor  Clinton  were  purchased  by  the  Govern- 
ment of  New  York  State  in  the  year  1853. 
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(204)  Thomas  Cobham,  Bis/io/j  of  Worcester,  j 
^  August,  1327. 

Oxford: — Oritl  ColUge  Liimrif. 

Bishop  CoBHiM'a  MKS.  were  procured  for  tlie  Library  wbi 
pOBsesses  a  portion  of  l!:eni — ia  a  somewhat  lawlero  way. 
quesitbed  them  in  these  terma : — ■'  For  the  use  of  the  Unireraity  «f 
Oxford,  in  c&se  tny  debts  imd  my  funeral  expenses  c&n  be  paid  with- 
out the  sale  of  such  books  aforestiid."  The  executors  declared  thtf 
the  estate  was  insufficieot,  and  sold  the  MSS.  to  Adam  of  Bromhaa, 
Ajum  of  Bromham,  it  seems,  desired  to  give  the  MSS.  to  the  Um* 
veraity,  and  so  to  carry  out  their  Coiiector's  original  intention.  Bat 
a  party  of  scholars,  saye  the  Chronicler,  laid  violent  hands  upon  tiie 
hooks  and  carried  them  to  Oriel, 

(205)  Christopher  Codrington,  *  7  April,  1710. 

Oxford :— Library  of  All  Sovia'  College.  [Printed  Bonk: 
This  munificent  benefiiclor  of  Oxford  was  a  native  of  Barhado«. 
He  had  been  educated  at  Christ  Church,  and  became  a  Fellow  of 
All  Souls  in  1689.  He  was  afterwards  Captain- General  of  the  Lee- 
ward Islands,  and  was  preRent  at  the  attack  on  Guadaloupe  in  L7ll3. 
He  died  in  the  West  Indies,  where  a  cansideratle  portion  of  hi*  life 
had  been  spent ;  but,  wiili  a  grateful  memory  of  the  place  whence  he 
had  derived  the  culture  and  the  tastes  which  had  sweetened  the  volun- 
tary exile  of  colonial  service,  he  bequeathed  a  fine  Librarjandi 
liberal  endowment  fund  to  All  Souls'  College.  Its  Library  is  amoagil 
the  moat  attrftctive  of  the  Collegiate  Collections  in  Oiford. 

(206)  Heniy  Charies  de  C.\mboust,  Duke  of  Ooislin  and 

Bishoj}  ofMetz,  *  1732. 
Paris: — imperial  Library.     [MSS.'j 

A  remnant  of  the  choice  MS,  Collections  of  Coisuu  ia  now  ia 
the  Imperial  Library  at  Faria, 

(207)  ^iV  Edward  Coke,  L-Cf ,  'i'  :i  Se])tcinbcr,  [tm 

IiOndon: — S'on  College  Library,      [MSS.,  ^-c] 

Lord  Coke's  Juridical  Collections  were,  in  part,  seized  after  bi> 
death  by  warrant  of  Privy  Council.  Tliey  «ere  restored,  or  partially 
restored,  to  his  heir.  Sir  Robert  Cokk,  by  order  of  the  Houie  of 
Commons,  in  1641.  And  Sir  K.  CoKE'sLibrary  passed  to  his  nephe* 
the  Earl  of  Berkeley  by  his  last  Will.  Sir  It.  Coke  became  pos- 
sessor of  some  of  George  Herbert's  MSS.  (by  his  marriage  with 
George  Herbert's  widow),  but  these,  it  is  believed,  were  destroyed 
at  Highmore  during  the  Civil  Wars.  Lord  Berkiilet  gave  Cokk'i 
Library  to  Sion  College  in  the  year  1682.     [See,  also,  No.  20S.] 
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(208)  Thomas  Coke,  Earl  of  Leicester , 

*  1759. 

Holkham  House  {Norfolk). 

This  fine  Collection — very  rich  in  MSS.,  both  of  History  and 
Literature — was  chiefly  gathered  in  Italy,  early  in  the  eighteenth 
century.  Of  the  MSS.  there  is  an  excellent  Catalogue  (in  MS.), 
which  was  compiled  by  William  Bosoos  (the  historian  of  Lorenzo) 
and  by  Sir.  F.  Maj)i>en.  Part  of  Sir  Edward  Coke's  papers  are 
also  here. 

(209)  John  Baptist  Oolbert,  *  6  September,  1683. 

Paris : — imperial  Library.     \_MSS.'] 

Colbebt's  MSS.  were  purchased  for  the  now  Imperial  Library  by  ^jotim.G4m. 
order  of  Lewis  XIV.  But  some  of  his  MSS.  have  been  sold  to  the  ^  jJjSKS' 
Imperial  Library  as  recently  as  in  I860.*  A  very  large  proportion  of  t^  jdox,  p! 
Colbert's  fine  printed  Library  has  come  to  England  piecemeal.  ^'^ 
'  CoLBEBT  books*  have  always  been  objects  of  very  careful  attention 
to  rich  English  collectors  when  they  have  occurred  in  the  Paris 
sales. 

(211)  Robert  Oole,  *     .     .     . 

London  : — British  Museum  Library.     [Prints.'] 

A  Collection  of  Prints  illustrative  of  London  Topography  was 
recently  bequeathed  to  the  British  Museum  by  this  Collector. 

(210)  Henry  Thomas  Oolebrooke,  *  10  March,  1837. 

JjOTLdOILl^ India  Ofice  Library.     [MSS.] 

The  Oriental  MSS.  which  had  been  collected  by  this  eminent 
philologist  were  bequeathed  to  the  Honorable  East  India  Company. 
With  the  other  collections  of  the  Library  formerly  at  the  India 
House,  they  have  been  removed  to  Westminster. 

(212)    .    .    .    Oolfe,  *    .    .    . 

LowiBhftni  {Kent)  : — Parochial  Library.     [Printed  Books.] 

Mr.  CoLFE  bequeathed  his  Library  to  the  Parish  of  Lewisham. 
It  is  now  attached  to  the  Grammar  School. 

(213)  Christopher  GolumbllS,  *  20  May,  1506; 
and  Ferdinand  ColumbUS,  *  8  July,  1539. 

Seville  : — Columbian  Library.     [Printed  Books  and  MSS.] 

A  precious  remnant  of  the  Library  of  Columbus — such  a  rem- 
nant as  Spanish  moths  and  Spanish  monks  have  allowed  to  escape 
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destruction — is  still  to  be  Been  at  Seville.  The  CoUectioii  i 
queathed  to  the  Town  of  Seville  by  the  descendant  of  Coli 
together  with  the  Library  which  he  had  himself  formed. 

(214)  Henry  Compton,  BisAqp  of  London^ 

*  7  July,  1713. 

London  : — Library  of  St,  PauVs  Cathedral,     [Printed  Be 

Bishop  CoMPTON  bequeathed  his  valuable  Collection  of  i 
books  to  the  Dean  and  Chapter  of  St.  Paul's.  It  still  fori 
chief  portion  of  the  Cathedral  Library. 

(215)  James  Contarini,  ^  1695. 

Venice : — St.  Mark's  Library,     [Printed  Booka,^ 

The  Library  of  Coktabini  was  bequeathed  to  13t.  Mark's  ix 

(216)  Nicholas  Contarilli,  *  1849  ? 

Venice : — Library  of  the  Correr  Museum,     [Printed  Books 

N.  CoNTARiNi  bequeathed  to  the  Municipality  of  Venice,  b 
dated  in  1849,  a  Collection  of  books  (together  with  a  consi^ 
Museum  of  Natural  History)  as  an  augmentation  to  the  < 
Museum.  The  Contarini  Collection  is  especially  rich  in  the  lite 
of  Ornithology  and  Entomology. 

(217)  Charles  Purton  Cooper. 

London : — LincoltCs  inn.     [Printed  Books,'] 

Part  of  the  Library  formed  by  Mr.  C.  P.  Coopsb  (Secret 
Lord  Broughau^s  Commission  on  the  Public  Records)  was  gi 
the  Honorable  Society  of  Lincoln's  Inn,  of  which  he  is  a  Bend 
the  year  1838.  Some  historical  and  arch»ological  books  fro 
same  Library  were  also  given  to  the  British  Museum. 

(21 8)  Eugene  Coquebert  de  Montbret, 

*  1S47. 

Souen : — Town  Library,     [Printed  Books,"] 

The  extensive  and  valuable  Library,  of  Coquebsrt  was  bequ 
to  Eouen.     It   contains   (according   to   Gustave   Brun£t) 
60,000  volumes  of  printed  books. 

(219)  John  Cosin,  Biahop  of  Durham,  ^15  Jan., 

Durham  : — Cosin  s  Library.     [Printed  Books  and  MSS,] 
Cambridge  l—Pefer-HoKse  Library.    [Printed  Books  and 
Bishop  Cosin  had  gathered  a  fine  Library,  with  the  greati 
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of  which  he  founded  a  Public  Collection  for  Durham.  Part  he  gave 
to  Peter-House.  He  was  also  a  benefactor  to  the  old  Cathedral 
Library  of  Durham. 

(220)  Solomon  da  Costa,  ^     .     .     . 

London  ; — British  Museum  Library.     [^Printed  Books.'] 

For  an  account  of  the  books  given  to  the  Trustees  of  the  British 
Museum  by  Da  Costa  I  refer  the  reader  (as  in  other  like  cases)  to 
Lives  of  the  Founders  and  Benefactors  of  the  British  Museum^  Book 
11,  c  1. 

(221)  .     .     .     Coste,  *  1853. 

Lyons  ; — Town  Library.     [Printed  Books.] 

A  rich  and  curious  Collection — chiefly  iUustrative  of  the  History 
and  Archaeology  of  Lyons —  was  bequeathed  to  the  Municipality  of 
that  City  by  M.  Coste  in  1853. 

(222)  Theodore  Oorrer,  *  1830. 

Venice : — Library  of  the  Correr  Museum.  [MSS.  and  Printed 
Books.] 

CoBBEB  bequeathed  to  the  Municipality^  of  Venice,  for  the  per-  ^J^^^Jg; 

petual  use  of  his  fellow- townsmen,  a  Collection  which  appears  to  have  des  Musmms 

exceeded  10,000  volumes  of  printedbooks,  and  which  was  pre-eminently  ^^  ^^ 

rich  in  the  Literature  of  Venetian  History.  According  to  Nsigsbaub  Mram,xiz.pp. 

(in  an  account  of  the  Correr  Museum,  drawn  up  in  1868),'  the  MSS.  ^*»»««>- 
are  nearly  3000  in  number,  and  relate  almost  exclusively  to  Venice. 

(223)  Sir  Robert  Bruce  Ootton,  *  May,  1631. 

London: — British  Museum.     [MSS.] 

The  reader  is  again  referred  to  Lives  of  the  Founders,  ^.,  Book  1, 
c.  1,  as  above,  for  an  account  of  the  Cottonian  Library. 

(224)  J.  B.  P.  JuLiEN  de  CoUTCelleS,  *  24  July,  1834. 

London : — British  Museum  Library,     [MS.  Charters.] 
Paris: — imperial  Library,     [MS.  Charters.] 

A  portion  of  the  Collection  of  Charters  formed  by  M.  de  Coub- 
CKLLEs  was  bought  by  the  Trustees  of  the  British  Museum.  The 
remainder,  I  believe,  is  preserved  in  the  Imperial  Library. 

(225)  Anthony  OoUTt  de  Gebelin,  *  10  May,  1784. 

Geneva : — Town  Library.     [MSS.] 
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(226)  William  Courten,  •}<  26  March,  1702. 

liOndon: — BritUh  Museum,      f  J'un'oiM  Colle«liait*.] 
The  Collections  of  William  CoLUTEB — both  literary  and  scientific— 
formed   tho  groundwork    of  thn»e   of  Sir  Hans    Sloa.X8,    bo  t^' 
CooBTEN  became,  in  tlie  eveat  iiad  virtually,  a  main  Fouod^Jj 
the  British  Museum. 

[See  Litret  oflbundern  and  Benefaetorg,  &c..  Book  I.  c  5.J 

(227)  M.  Cousin  [President  of  Parliament).  *  . 
Faria: — imperial  Library .  [Rei..-nt  of  Printed  BooAt  am 
Part  of  the  Library  of  President  CocsiH  was  bequeathed  to  ths 

Public  Library  of  the  Abbey  of  St.  Victor,  and  was  partially  dieperwd 

at  the  time  of  the  first  Bevolutiou. 

(228)  Victor  CouSin,  ^  February.  1867. 

Paris  I— Library  of  the  Unwertily  of  Franee.  IMSS.  and  Pnntti 
Bookt.} 

Couaiir  bequeathed  to  the  Sorbonne  a  choice  Library  of  It.OOO 
volumes  and  upwards,  together  with  all  his  MSS.  and  MS.  Collectioai, 
and  with  an  endowment  fund  equal  to  the  provision  of  about  £400 
a  year  for  maintenance  liud  augmentation.  The  bequest  was  in  tbeM 
words : — "  I  bequeath  to  the  Sorbonue  my  beat  work — my  Libraij" 

(229)  William  Oowper,  *b  ~^5  April,  1800.        ■ 

London: — British  Museum  Librari/.  ^^ 

Part  of  the  Correspondence  of  Cowpeb  was  purchased  by  the 
Trustees  of  the  British  Museum  in  1863. 

(230)  John  Ooxe,  of  Lincoln's  Inn,    4«     .     .     .    . 

jAmAoiX  I— Lincoln's  inn.      {Library^ 

Mr.  Coxb'b  Library— chiefly  on  Law— was  bequeathed  to  UneoUll 
Inn,  to  which  the  Collector  belonged. 

(231)  William  Ooxe,  *  15  June,  1828. 

London: — British  Museum  Library,      [MSS."] 
The  MS.  Collections  of  Archdeacon  CoiE  are  now  in  the  British 
Museum. 

(232)  Ciaytoii  Mordaunt  Crachcrode,  ^  1799. 

London: — British  Museum  Library.      [Printed  Books.] 
[See  Lives  of  Founders  and  Benefactors,  &c.,  Book  II,  c.  4.1 
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(233)  Thomas  Oranmer,  Archbishop  of  Canterbury^ 

*  21  March,  1556. 

liOndon  I — British  Museum  Library,     [Part  of  MSS."] 

Hatfield  House.    [Part  o/MSS.] 

Part  of  the  MS.  Collections  of  Archbishop  CsijncBB  was  pur- 
chased for  the  old  Bojal  Library,  and  is  now  included  in  the  Library 
of  the  British  Museum.    Another  portion  of  them  is  at  Hatfield. 

(234)  Andrew  OranstOlin,  ^1708? 

Keigftte  (Surrey)  i — Parochial  Library, 

Craii8touk*s  Library  was  given  to  the  parishioners  of  Beigate  in 

1708. 

(235)  Peter  CrSpSSO,  Bishcfp  of  Fiterbo,  ^  1538. 

Naples  : — Public  Library,     [Printed  Books  and  MSS."] 

The  Library  of  Peter,  Bishop  of  Yiterbo,  was  acquired  by  Charles 
lY,  King  of  Naples ;  apparently  in  the  year  of  the  Collector's  death. 
It  now  forms  part  of  the  Public  Library  of  Naples. 

(236)  Thomas  Oromwell,  Earl  of  E^ex, 

*  28  July,  1540. 

London  X—Rolls  House,     [MS8,'\ 

Part  of  the  MS.  Collections  of  Thomas  Cromwell  were  confiscated 
to  the  Crown  at  his  death,  and  were  preserved,  as  parcel  of  the 
Public  Records  of  the  Eealm,  first  at  Whitehall,  and  afterwards  in  the 
Chapter  House  at  Westminster.  Another  portion  came  (probably) 
from  the  earliest  Collection  of  *  State  Papers,' — as  distinguished  from 
the  Becords  of  Chancery  and  Exchequer — ^that  contained  in  the 
*  Paper  Office '  established  by  order  of  King  Henry  VIII. 

(237)  William  Oroiine,  *  2  October,  1684. 

London : — Library  of  the  College  of  Physicians,    [Medical  Books.^ 
Cambridge  : — Emanuel  College  Library.     [Rest  ofBooks,"} 

The  Medical  part  of  Dr.  Crounb's  Library  was  bequeathed  to  the 
College  of  Physicians,  and  the  rest  of  it  to  Cambridge. 

(238)  Ralph  Oudworth,  1),D.,  *  26  June,  1688. 

London : — British  Museum  Library.     [MSS,"] 

These  MSS.  became  the  property  of  Cudworth's  only  surviving 
daughter  and  child,  Damaris,  Laay  Masham,  and  remained  until 
about  1762  at  Oates,  in  Essex,  when  the  then  Lord  Masham  *  weeded' 
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hiB  Library  of  Codwobte's  MSS.  nnd  of  Locee's  printed  books, 
vhich  had  also  come  to  the  Mahhams  by  bequest.  After  many  intet^ 
TeDiDg  adventureB,  the  MS^.  of  Cltdwobth  were  purchased  for  the 
Museum  in  1777. 

(239)  Wimam  Oureton,  -D.-0.,  *  17  June,  1864. 

London  :-~BrituA  Mu*eum  Library.      [AfSS.] 

The  Oriental  MS.  Collections  of  Dr.  CFttETOtr— a  echolar  whose 
eminent  servicea  to  Syriac  literature  ia  particular  will  long  preMr*o 
his  honourable  memory  in  other  anil  'vmote  countries,  as  well  as  in 
hie  own — were  purobasedby  the  Trustees  of  the  British  Museum  from 
his  EzecutoTs. 

[See  Lives  ofFowtdera,  &c.,  Book  III,  e.  4,] 

(240)  Cieliua  Secundus  CuriO,  ■{<  2^  November,  1569; 

ind  Augustine  Ourio,  *  1616  ? 

Wolfenbnettel  •."Ducal  Library.     [MSS.  afui  Printed  Book:] 

The    conjoined    Collections   of  these   two  scholars    (father   and 

son)  were  acquired  for  the  Wolfenhuettel  Library  by  purchase  in 


(241)  Nicholas  de  Cusa,  Cardinal,  ^  1464. 

Cnsa  :-~Botpital  Library.     {MSS.] 

Cardinal  Nioholab'b  Library  was  bequeathed  by  the  Collector  to 
the  town  &om  whence  he  derived  the  name  by  which  he  is  most  com- 
monly known.  What  ia  ntill  to  he  seen  at  Cusa  ii,  perhaps,  but  a 
remnant  of  the  original  CoUection, 

(242)  John  Ouspinian,  •i'  1529. 

Vienna: — In^mal  Library.      {MSS.  and  Printed  Boott.'] 
Part  of  the  Libraiy  of  this  eminent  ciixleouth -century  Collector 
was  purchased  by  order  of  the  Emperor  Chahleb  V.,  for  the  Impe- 
rial Library  of  Vienna,  after  Cubpinian's  death. 

(243)  Prince  Adam  Ozartoriski,  *  15  July,  1861. 

St.  FeterBburgh  : — imperial  Library.      [Printed  Boo**.] 

A  Collection  of  7728  volumes,  formed  at  Pulawy,  was  seized  daring 

the  Polish  Insurrection  of  1830,  and  conveyed  to  St.  Peteraburgh 

(more  Rutsico). 
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(244)  John  Daille,  *  15  April,  1670,  and 
Adrian  Daille,  *  May,  1690. 

Zurich :— Public  Library.     [MSS.] 

The  MSS.  of  the  two  Daill^b  are  preserved  in  the  Public  Library 
at  Zurich  ;  probably  in  pursuance  of  a  bequest  by  the  Survivor. 

(245)  John  von  Dalberg,  Bis/iop  of  Worms,  ^  1503. 

Some : — Vatican  Library.     [Printed  Books  and  MSS.] 

The  Library  of  Bishop  John  von  Dalbebg  is  in  part  preserved  at 
the  Vatican,  notwithstanding  (as  I  believe)  the  recent,  but  partial, 
restoration  to  Heidelberg.  It  was  originally  a  bequest  to  the  lamous 
Palatine  Library,  and  formed  part  of  Tilly* s  plunder. 

(246)  Charies  von  Dalberg,  Archbishop  of  Batisbon, 

^  10  February,  1817. 

Aschaflfenburgh : — Public  Library.     [Printed  Books.'] 

The  Library  of  Charles  von  Dalbebg  was  given  by  the  CoUector 
to  Aschaffenburgh. 

(247)  Alexander  DaLrymple,  *  19  June,  1808. 

London : — Admiralty  Library. 

The  Geographical  and  Hydrographic  Library  of  Dalbtmplb — 
famous  for  his  acquirements  in  those  departments  of  Science — were 
purchased  by  order  of  the  Lords  of  the  Admiralty  for  the  public 
service  of  their  office. 

(248)  Peter  Daniel,  *  1603. 

Rome : — Vatican  Library.     [MSS,] 

Part  of  the  MSS.  of  Father  Daniel  were  purchased  for  the  Vatican 
Library.  Another  portion  is,  as  I  believe,  in  the  Imperial  Library 
at  Pans. 

(249)  D.  E.  Davy,  *    .    .    . 

London  : — British  Museum  Library.     [MSS.] 

MS.  Collections  for  the  History  of  Suffolk— of  considerable  ex- 
tent and  value — were  formed  by  Mr.  Davt,  with  a  view  to  a  topo- 
Graphical  work  which  he  did  not  accomplish.    They  were  purchased 
y  the  Trustees  of  the  British  Museum  in  the  year  1852. 
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(250)  John  Dee,  *  1608. 

London  l—BrHiah  Museum  Library.      [MSS.  and  Printed  jRwfa.] 

Part  of  the  Library  of  this  cok-brated  man  was  purchaMd.  ImS 

\  after  hia  death,  for  the  au^ineiitatioo  of  the  CoUectioa  of  tbe  Britirt 

\  Mueeum.     Other  portions  were  scattered  withm  hia  own  lifetinm 

Dke — half  scholar  and  half  viBitmary  dreamer  as  he  was — hia  told 

the  story,  in  character ie tie  thithioD,  iu  his  most  ouriood  Aidiin- 

graptuf. 

(351)  Charles  DeichmCkZUI,  •{•  17S0.        ^J 

ChriBtiana  l—PubUc  Tnvm  Library.      [Printed  Booka-I       "^^ 
Deichuadn's  Library  was  bequeathed  to  ChriBtiana. 

(262)  ChriBtinii  Henry  DeliUS,  ■$<  USO. 

WemigOrode  : — Slolberg  Library.      IPrinled  Bookt  and  Jfopi.] 
The  Librarr  and  Map  Collections  of  DEtir  s  are  now  in  the  ■  Stol- 
1>erg  Library    at  Wemigcrode. 

(253)  Count  Paul  Demidoff. 
Moscow : — Library  of  the  Demidqf  Museum.     [Prinled  Booh] 
The  Library  of  Count  Demisotf  forma  part  of  the  '  DsuiDorr 
Museum,*  at  Moscow,  by  gift  of  the  Collector. 

(254)  John  Des  Cordes,  *  1C42. 

Paris  I—^M"""*'  Library.  [Part  of  Printed  Book»  and  MSS.] 
The  Library  of  Dm  Cordes  (tlie  Catalogue  of  which  is  one  of  tiie 
earlieat  of '  model  Catalogues ')  was  purchased  by  Gabriel  NAros  f« 
Cardinal  Maeabis.  It  formed  tbe  grounitwork  of  tbe  Jirtt  of  tha 
Mazabu  Public  Libniries,  and  was,  tberefore,  scattered  during  th* 
Civil  Wars ;  but  part  of  its  contents  was  recovered  by  the  Cardinal, 
and  placed  in  the  second  and  still-exi sting  Collection. 

(255)  Robert  Devereux,  Earl  of  Essex,  ^  25  Feb.,  1601. 

London : — SotU  House.  Hatfield : — I^rd  SaHabury't  Liirory. 
Blithfield  -.—Lord  Bagot's  Library.  HultOn.  [3/SS.] 
Part  of  the  Corrpspondence  of  this  famous  statesnian  and  royal 
'fiivourite'  is  preserved  amongst  the  Cecii.  Collectionsi  at  Hatfield. 
(See  No,  1H2.)  Other  portions  are  in  the  Private  Library  of  Lord 
Bagot  at  Blithfield,  and  iu  that  of  Mr.  Hultuk,  of  Uulton.  Some 
letters,  again,  are  in  tbe  State  Paper  Department  of  the  General 
Eeeord  Office ;  and  I  think  I  have  seen  Home  in  the  MS.  Collection 
at  Lambeth  Palace.  The  bulk  of  the  scries,  however,  is  at  Hatfield; 
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and  80  undiscriminating  was  the  cpnfiscation  of  Lord  Essex's  papers 
that  some  of  the  most  private  and  most  personal  correspondence  of 
Lady  BicH  shared  the  fate  of  her  hrother's  Documents  on  State 
Affairs. 

(256)  Sir  Syraonds  D'EweS,  *  18  AprU,  1650. 

London: — BHtUh  Museum  Library,     [MSSJ] 

The  extensive  MS.  Collections  of  Sir  Symonds  D*Ewss,  together 
with  his  Autograph  MSS.,  Diaries,  and  Correspondence,  were  pur- 
chased by  the  Earl  of  Oxfobd,  and  now  form  part  of  the  HASLSiAir 
M8S.  in  the  British  Museum. 

(257)  Count  Dezialyiiski,  ^  .    .    . 

Fosen  : — Dezialynski  Library.     [Printed  Books  J] 

The  Library  of  Count  Dszialtubki  was  given  to  PoBen  by  the 

Collector. 

(258)  Denis  Diderot,  ^  2  July,  1784. 

The  Hermitage  {near  St.  Peterahurgh) : — Imperial  lAbrary. 
[Printed  Books  J] 

Didekot's  Libraiy  was  purchased  by  the  Empress  CAXHEitnfB  of 
Bussia,  in  the  year  ....  The  Parisian  wits  said,  at  the  time,  that 
Diderot  wore  his  legs  nearly  to  the  bone  in  running  about  from 
stall  to  stall  on  the  quays  of  Fans,  in  order  to  collect  the  Library 
which  the  Empress  had  agreed  to  purchase  from  him. 

(259)  Count  Christian  Emanuel  Diez  and  Liosberg, 

*  1603? 

Marburgll  \ — University  Library. 

The  Library  of  the  Count  of  Diez  aitd  Lissbebg  is  preserved  in 
the  existing  Collection  of  the  TJniyersity  of  Marburgh. 

(260)  Henry  Frederick  von  Diez,  ^  .     .     . 

Berlin : — Boyal  Library.     [Printed  Books.^ 

Yon  Di£z*s  Collection  was  purchased  for  the  Boyal  Library  of 
Berlin. 

(261)  J.  M.  Dilherr,  *  1669. 

Nuremberg: — Toum  Library,     [Ptinted  Books."] 

DiLHEBB  bequeathed  his  Library  to  the  Town  of  Nuremberg  in 
1669. 


i 
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(262)  John  James  DiUeniuS,  •!"  2  April,  1747. 

Oxford: — Library  of  the  Bolankal  Garden. 
The  Botanical   Librarr  of  Dillesiub   is   preeerved    in  tliat  ti 
Oxford,  attached  to  the  Bolauic  Garden  of  the  Uiu?enitj. 

(263)  Paul  Dionisi,  "i*  1450? 

Verona :— Chapter  lAlmry.     [MSS.] 
Diobibi'b   Claseical   and   other   MSS.  were   bequeathed  \ 
Chapter  Library  of  Verona  in  1450. 

(264)  Lambert  Distelmeyer,  *  1615? 

Halle  '.—Church  Library  of  St.  Mary.   [PrinUd  Boois  and  MSS.] 
The  Library  of  Canon  LisTELUerEB.  which  compriMrd  about  3300 

Tolnmes,  was  parchased  for  the  Halle  Church  Collection  in  the  veir 

1616. 

(265)  John  Dobrowski,  *  .    -    . 

Pragne  : — Library  of  the  National-  Mateum.     [Printed  Boot*.] 
Dobbowbei'b  Library  voa  ^iven  by  the  Collector  to  tbe  Natiousl 

Museum  of  Prague  in  the  year  1830.     It  is  ricL  in  works  reUting  U 

Bohemia. 

(266)  Roger  Dodsworth,  ►{«  1654. 
Oxford  :—A>rfZrifflii  Library.     [MSS.] 

The  important  Historical  MSS.  of  Dodswohth  were  sared  frwn. 
destruction,  during  the  w»rs  of  King  and  Parliament,  by  the  exei^ 
tions  of  Thomas,  Lord  FAiBFix.  by  whom  tbey  were  given  to  Oxford. 

Their  preservation  from  spoliation  by  '  Boundheod '  Tioleoce  hu 
done  something  more  than  hand  down  to  posterity  monuments  of 
archeology  which  otherwise  had  perished.  It  baa  secured  for  tha 
Collectors  memory  that  houounilile  and  chief  share  in  the  conceptica 
and  real  authorship  of '  Monasticon  Anglicanam.'  of  the  credit  of  which 
Sir  William  Dugdale's  clever  manipulatlona  of  the  title-pages  so 
lon^  deprived  him. 

The  recognition  that  Hoger  DoDSwoRTn  really  originated  one  of 
our  few  very  grand  and  national  worka  on  Archsology  has  been 
tardy,  and  yet  in  time  for  ultimate  justice  to  the  memory  of  a  very 
worthy  man. 

(267)   Prince  DolgOrOuki,  •{<         .      . 

St.  Peteraburgh  : — imperial  Library. 

The  Oriental  MSS.  collected,  during  mnnv  years  of  research,  bj 
Prince  DoLOORonKi,  are  now  preserved  in  the  Imperial  Library  si 
St.  Peteraburgh. 
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(268)  Francis  DOUCG,  *  80  March,  1844. 

Oxford : — Bodleian  Library.     [Printed  Books  and  MSS.'] 

The  large  and  most  choice  Library  of  a  true  book-lover — one  who 
ultimately,  though  somewhat  late  in  life,  united  the  genuine  tastes  of 
the  refined  collector  with  the  ample  means  of  the  monied  man — was 
bequeathed  to  the  University  of  Oxford,  immediately  after  the  Col- 
lector's return  from  a  visit  to  old  '  Bodley^  (in  company  with  Isaac 
D* Israeli),  and  under  the  influence  of  a  strong  feeling  of  obligation 
for  the  cordial  reception  which  had  been  given  to  the  two  anti- 
quarians, during  their  visit,  by  the  then  librarian,  Dr.  Baitbinel. 

(269)  Zore/ George  Douglas,  *  1694? 

Iidinburgh  : — Advocates*  Library. 

William,  Duke  of  QuEEKSBEBBr,  was  the  inheritor  of  the  Library 
which  had  been  gathered  bv  Lord  George  Douglas,  and  by  him  it 
was  given  to  the  Faculty  of  Advocates  of  Edinburgh,  in  1695. 

(270)  Henry  Dreyer,  *  1817? 

Lubock : — Town  Library.     [Printed  Books.'] 

Part  of  the  Library  which  had  been  collected  by  Dbeyeb  is  now 
preserved  in  the  Town  Library  at  Lubeck,  apparently  in  virtue  of  a 
bequest  [?]. 

(271)  William  Dnimmond,  ^ /fei^/^<>r;?flfe», 

^  4  December,  1649. 

Iidinburffh : —  University  Library.     [Part  of  lAbrary.] 

Part  of  the  Library  of  Dbummond  of  Hawthomden  is  now  in  the 
Collection  of  the  University  of  Edinburgh  by  Dbumicond'b  bequest. 
Some  of  his  MSS.  have  been  scattered,  if  not  lost.  A  few  are  in  the 
Advocates'  Library  in  the  same  city. 

(272)  Henry  jyu.  ^OUdiiet^  Lord  of  jBournonvilie, 

*  23  April,  1652. 

Paris: — imperial  Library.  [Remnant of  Du Boueket^s  Colleeticn.] 

Da  BoucHET  is  one  of  the  earliest  among  the  Founders  of  ^bee 
Tows  LiBBABiss.  He  gave  to  the  monks  of  St.  Victor,  near  PAris, 
a  fine  collection,  comprising  about  7500  volumes,  on  express  condi- 
tion that  they  should  maintain  the  collection  as  a  library  '  freely 
accessible  to  the  public*  of  Paris.  The  monks  managed  the  Library 
with  a  liberality  worthy  of  their  Benedictine  Order.  During  the 
first  Revolution  the  mobocracy  of  the  day  turned  it  out  of  window 
into  the  street.     Only  a  small  remnant  oi  it  has  been  preserved. 
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(273)  Andrew  Coltee  Ducarol,  ^  29  May,  1781 

Oxford : — Bodleian  Idbrary, 

Fart  of  the  Library  of  Dr.  Dvoakel — which  was  rich  in  CoU 
tions  of  a  Topographical  and  Archnological  sort — ^waa  acquired 
Bichard  Qouoh,  and  ultimately  formed  a  valuable  portion  of 
bequest  to  Bodley*s  Library  at  Oxford. 

(274)  Andrew  Du  Ghesne,  ^  30  May,  1640. 

Paiis : — Imperial  lAhrary,     [MSSJ] 

The  MS.  Collections  of  this  famous  French  Antiquary  and  S 
torian  are  in  the  French  Imperial  Library. 

(275)  Charles  Dufresno  Du  Cango,  ^  168S. 

is : — Imperial  Library,     [MSSJ] 


DrFRKSN£*8  valuable  MSS.  on  French  History  have  beenacqub 
by  the  Imperial  Library  piecemeal — by  a  series  of  purchases. 

(276)  Sir  William  Dugdalo,  10  February,  1686. 

Oxford: — Bodleian  Library.     [MSS,"] 

DuoDALE  bequeathed  both  his  extensive  MS.  CoUectionBy  and 
own  Autograph  MSS.  and  Correspondence,  to  the  Univenily 
Oxford  in  1686. 

(277)  James  Duport,  D.D.,  *  17  July,  1679. 

Cambridge : — Trinity  College  lAbrary, 

Dupobt's  Library  was   bequeathed  to  Trinity  College  by  1 

Collector. 

(278)  Peter  Dupuy,  *  1661. 

Paris : — imperial  Library,     [MSS,'] 

The  rich  and  varied  Historical  MSS.  of  Peter  Duput  descended 
his  brother  and  fellow-antiquarian,  John,  and  by  him  werebequeati 
— together  with  his  own  Collection — to  the  then  Boyal  Idbrai] 
Paris. 

(279)  John  Dupuy,  *  1656. 

Paris  : — Imperial  Library.     [MSS."] 

[See  No.  278.] 

(280)   Cardinaljyujnili,  *  .     .     . 

Milan : —  Brera  Library.     [Printed  Books."] 
Dubinins  Library  camo  to  the  Brera  by  bequest. 
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(281)  Lewis  DutenS,  *  23  May,  1812. 

London ; — Royal  institution  Library. 

A  large  Collection  of  Printed  Tracts  formed  by  Lewis  Dutbns — 
once  well  known  as  a  traveller  and  miscellaneous  writer — was  given 
by  the  Collector  to  the  Boyal  Institution  of  Great  Britain  soon  after 
its  foundation. 

E. 

(282)  Christopher  Daniel  Eboling,  *  1817. 

Cambridge    (Massachusetts)  :  —  Harvard    ColUge    Library, 
[Printed  Books  and  Charts,'] 

Ebelikg  was  a  native  of  Hamburgh,  but  his  Collection  was 
famous  in  his  day — not,  indeed,  for  its  size,  but  for  intrinsic  value — 
as  an  American^  not  a  German  Collection.  It  contained,  in  all  pro- 
bability, the  best  series  of  works  on  the  History  of  America  (in  all 
branches)  that  had  ever  been  formed  up  to  the  beginning  of  the  pre- 
sent century.  Israel  Thobndike,  of  Boston,  purchased  it,  in  1818, 
for  the  purpose  of  presenting  it  to  Harvard  College,  where  it  is  now 
preserved.  It  amounts  to  3200  volumes,  and  there  is,  in  addition,  a 
Collection  of  nearly  10,000  Maps  and  Charts,  chiefly  relating  to 
America. 

(283)  FredjBrick  A.  Ebert,  *  .     .     . 

Dresden : — Royal  Library,     [MSS,] 

Ebebt's  MSS.  were  acquired  by  the  Eoyal  Public  Library  of 
Saxony.     His  printed  books  appear  to  have  been  dispersed. 

(284)  Erasmus  Ebner,  *  1577. 

Nuremberg : — Toum  lAbrary.     [MSS.  and  other  Books.l 

Ebneb  had  profited  by  the  dissolution  of  monasteries  and  of  other 
establishments,  in  Q-ermany,  which  had  contained  Libraries,  and  had 
made  a  considerable  and  valuable  Collection.  He  gave  it  to  the 
Municipality  of  Nuremberg,  in  trust  for  the  public. 

(285)   Major  Arthur  Edwards,  *  1738. 

IiOndon ; — British  Museum  lAbrary,     [Printed  Books."] 
[See  Lives  of  the  Founders^  &c.,  Book  II,  c.  1.] 

(286)  Rev.  Dr.  Jonathan  Edwards,  Principal  ofJeaus 

College,  Oxford,  ^  .     .     . 

Oxford: — Jesus  College  Library.     [Printed  Books  and  MSS.] 

The  Library  of  Dr.  Edwards  was  bequeathed  by  the  Collector  to 
his  College. 
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(287)  John  Egerton,  Viscount  Brackley  and  Baron 

Ellesmere,  '^  1616. 
London : — Sridgewater  Bouse  Lib.     [MSS.  anrt  Printed  Beokt.] 
The  Collections  formed  by  the  Lord  Chancelbr  Eqehtoit,  ud 

BUgmeDted  from  time  to  time  by  some  of  his  earlier  dcacendaatt. 

were  further  and  largely  increased  by  tbe  enlightened  tasttu  iiiiJ 

liberal  expenditure  of  FranciB  Eoebtok,  Earl  of  filleemere,  whodisd 

in  1857. 

(288)  Francis  Henry  Bgerton,  Earl  of  Bri^acater, 

^  11  Febnmiy,  18:^9. 

London: — British  Mu»evm  Library.      [.VSS.] 

The  ninth  Earl  of  Bridgewatt<r  (eighth  of  thu  E>>ertoD  Earis)  wu 
a  collector,  and  a  very  zealous  one,  of  valuable  MSS.,  as  well  ta  t 
collector  of  curiosities  and  oii-'k-naokery.  He  wuh.  notwitbstandiDc 
his  many  personal  eccentricitieti,  a  benefactor  to  England  in  seven! 
ways.  Besides  founding  the  '  Bridgewator  Essay  s"  and  bequeatiung 
his  MSS.  to  the  nation,  he  left  a  considerable  endowmeut  for  ibe 
perpetual  increase  of  the  Library  he  had  bequeathed.  Hia  printed 
DoolcB  he  gave — also  with  a  perpetual  fund  far  increase — to  tbe 
Bector  of  Whitchurch,  in  Shropshire,  for  the  time  being. 

(289)  Count  k.  M.  d'Elci,  *  .      .     . 

Florence : — Palatine  Library.      [Printed  Books  and  MSS.] 
The  Ijibrary  of  Count  n'ELCi  v&s  bequeathed  aa  an  augnientatioa 
to  the  Palatine,  or  '  Pitti-Palace,'  Colleetion  at  Florence. 

(290)  .    .    .    Engelstoft,  >i*  1851. 

Copenhagen: — Royat  Library.     [Printed  Boots  and  MSS.} 
This  Library  is  said  to  have  contained  10,000  printed  volunm 

and  about  4O0    MSS.     It    was   given,    by   bequest,  to  the  Boj«l 

Public  Library  of  Copenhagen. 

(291)  Di'sideriiis  ErasmUS,  <i*  12  July,  1536. 

Ba.ae\:— Town  Library.  \V.VS.  and  Printed  300/11.2 
Erasmus  sold  hia  Library— reaerviug  a  right  of  usufruct  during 
his  iifttime — to  John  La.sc'KI.  A  portion  of  it  eventually  came  to 
England  (where,  in  part,  it  had  originally  been  gathered),  and  was, 
I  believe,  given  to  one  of  the  Refugee  Cougregationa  in  Londcm, 
but,  whatever  may  remain  of  it,  cannot  now  be  satiafactorily  traced. 
Another  portion  of  the  Library  olthegreutetit  scholar  of  the  aixteenth 
ceutury  ia  now  in  the  Town  Library  of  Basel.  Whether  it  caios 
thither  by  donation  from  Lascki  or  oy  purchase  is  now  imc«rtwn. 
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(292)  John  Augustus  Emesti,  *  11  September,  1781. 

Leipsic : — Town  Library,     [Printed  Boofcs  and  MSS.'] 

The  *  Ciceronian*  Library  of  Eenesti  was  bequeathed  to  the  Town 
of  Leipsic  by  the  Collector.  It  is  one  of  the  best  of  those  special 
Collections  of,  and  illustrating,  the  works  of  one  great  author  which 
are  known  to  have  been  formed.  Johkson,  it  may  be  remembered, 
said  that  to  form  one  such  Collection  at  least,  and  to  bequeath  it  to 
the  Public,  was  the  duty  of  every  scholar  who  could  affbnl  it. 

(293)  William  ErskinO,  *  .     .     . 

London: — British  Museum  Library,     \_MSS.'] 

The  Collection  of  Oriental  MSS.,  &c..  formed  by  Mr.  Ebskine, 
during  a  long  residence  in  India  and  elsewhere  in  the  East,  was 
bought  by  the  Trustees  of  our  National  Museum  in  1864. 

(294)    .    .    .    Erskine,  *  .    .    . 

St.    Petersburgh :  —  lAbrary  of  the  Academy   of  Sciences. 

[MSS.,  ^c] 

The  Collections  of  Mr.  Euskine,  long  a  resident  in  Bussia,  were 
purchased  by  the  Emperor,  and  given  to  the  Imperial  Academy  of 
Sciences. 

(296)  Francis  Lewis  von  Erthal,  Bishop  of  Bamberg, 

*  1795. 

Bamborff : — Royal  Public  Library.     [Printed  Books,'] 

Bishop   VON  Eethal's  Library 
Public  Library  of  Bamberg  in  1795. 


Bishop  VON  Ebthal*s  Libraiy  was   bequeathed  to  the  Boyal 
"Li' 


(296)  Prince  EugOnO  Of  Savoy,  *  1736. 

Vienna : — imperial  Library.     [MSS,  and  Printed  Books.'} 

EueEKB  of  Savoy  was  a  very  enthusiastic  and  persistent  Collector. 
Neither  the  toils  of  war  nor  those  of  diplomacy  prevented  him  from 
zealous  researches  for  rare  books  and  curious  MSS.  When  he  was 
in  London,  as  the  Emperor*s  Ambassador,  in  1712,  it  was  thought 
that  he  spent  nearly  as  much  time  in  book- hunting  amongst  old 
shops,  and  even  at  out-of-the-way  book-stalls,  as  he  spent  both  at 
the  Foreign  Office  and  with  his  own  Secretaries  at  home. 

At  length  he  had  amassed  a  most  valuable  Collection  of  MSS.,  and 
fipom  14,(XX)  to  14,500  volumes  of  printed  books,  bound  uniformly — 
at  least  as  to  a  very  large  proportion  of  them — in  red  morocco  with 
gilt  edges ;  a  sumptuous  and  praiseworthy  style.  Amongst  his 
choice  rarities  were  the  famous  Tabula  Peutinyeriana.  Amongst 
his  special  favourites  for  his  own  reading  were  Cjssab,  Q.  Curtivb, 
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and  Tacitus,  as  concemB  the  ancients ;  and  our  own  Tevf 

the  xnodemB. 

(297)  John  Evelyn,  *  27  Febniaiy,  1706. 

Wootton  House  {Surrey). 

Evelyn — as  might  have  been  expected  of  ao  esniest  a  lo 
books — took  steps  for  the  perpetuation  of  his  Library,  thouf 
did  not  (in  that  point)  carry  out  hia  own  advice,  aa  to  the  ] 
duty  of  founding  '  County  Libraries '  for  the  Public.  He  beqnc 
it  to  his  succosBors  at  Wootton  by  way  of  heir-loom,  and  it  ii 
a  principal  ornament  of  a  very  fine  seat.  Wootton  ia  ao  eham 
situated  that  even  an  emulator  of  John  Eteltv  in  the  love  of 
will  be  tempted  to  spend  not  a  little  of  hia  time  in  the  Pai^  i 
than  in  the  Library,  and  the  Park  owes  no  lesa  to  ErsZiTir  thai 
the  Librarv. 


P. 

(29S)  Francis  Xavier  Fabre,  *  .     .     . 

Montpellier : — library  of  the  Fabre  Museum.  [JfSS 
Printed  Books,'} 

Florence : — Laurentian  Library.     [itf55.] 

When  Fabbe,  by  his  marriage  with  the  Countess  of  Albasi 
come  into  possession  of  the  Library  and  MSS.  of  Alfiebi,  he 
a  part  of  the  latter  to  the  Laurentian  Library  at  FioreneeL 
bulk  of  both  Collections  he  bequeathed  to  his  townsfolk. 

(299)  George  Fabridus,  *  1576? 

Dresden : — Royal  Public  Library.     [Printed  Booke,^ 

Tlie  Library  of  George  Fabbicius  was  acquired,  probably  \r 
chose,  for  the  Boyal  Library  of  Saxony,  in  1576. 

(300)  Angelo  FabrOlli,  *  22  September,  1801 

Pisa : — University  Library.     [Printed  Books.'] 

Fart  of  the  Library  of  Angelo  Fabboni  is  now  in  the  Coll 
of  the  University  of  Fisa. 

(301)  Cardinal  C.  A.  Fabroni,  *  .     .     . 

Pistoia  : — Public  Library.     [Printed  Books,  ^c] 

Cardinal  FAiiBoyi  bequeathed  his  Library  to  the  Oratori 

Pistoia. 
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(302)  Nicholas  Facdo  de  Duiller,  *  1763. 

London  : — British  Museum  Library,     \_MSS,] 

The  MSS.  of  Faccio  db  Duilieb  possess  some  interest  in  con- 
nection with  the  Bistoiy  of  the  Foreign  Protestant  Befugees  esta- 
blished in  England.    They  are  preserved  in  the  British  Museum. 

(303)  Henry  Pagel,  *  1791. 

Dublin : — Trinity  College  Library.     [Printed  Books  and  MSS.'] 

The  richly  furnished  Library  of  Faosl  did  not  first  become  a 
Public  Library — as  to  its  use  and  enjoyment — when  purchased  for 
Trini^  College.  The  liberal  owner  had  already  made  it  widely  ac- 
cessible to  students  in  his  own  lifetime  and  at  the  Hague.  It  was 
purchased  for  Dublin  from  his  Executors. 

(304)  William  O.  Pairholt,  *  1866. 

London : — British  Museum  Library,     [Prints^  Etchings,  ^c] 

A  yaluable  Collection  of  Prints,  Etchings,  &c.,  which  had  been 
formed  by  this  accomplished  draughtsman  and  antiquary,  was  be- 
queathed by  him  to  the  British  Museum. 

(305)  Camille  FalcOnet,  *  1762. 

Palis  I — Imperial  lAbrary.     [Printed  Books,] 

Falcoket  gave  his  Library  to  the  Boyal  Collection  at  Paris  in 
his  lifetime. 

(306)  Cardinal  AlexmdeT  FamOSe,  *  1589. 

Naples  I — Public  Library,     [Printed  Books  and  MSS,] 

Cardinal  Fabnese  bequeathed  his  Library,  by  way  of  heir-loom, 
to  the  Fabnebe  family.  Ultimately,  it  became  part  of  the  Borbonica, 
or  Royal  Library  of  Naples. 

(307)  Anthony  Paure,  ^  .     .     . 

Paris ! — St.  Genevikve  Library,     [Printed  Books,] 

The  valuable  Literary  Collections  of  Anthony  Faube  were  pur- 
chased by  Archbishop  Letellieb  ds  Louyois,  and  formed  part  of 
his  benefaction  to  the  Library  of  St.  Genevieve. 

(308)  A.  J.  A.  Fauris  de  Saint-Vincens,  *  .  .  . 

Aix; — Town  Library.     [Printed  Books.] 

Faubis  de  S.  Vinceks  bequeathed  his  Library  to  the  town  of 
Aix,  for  free  public  vLse. 
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(309)  M.  Perey,  *  i  S07. 

Paris! — Advocate*'  Library,      yPrinted  Books.  \ 
The  Libnrr  of  H.  Febey  was  bequeathed    to   the   Sociefr 
Advocat«B  of  PariB  in  tbe  yeiir  1807. 

(810)  Charles  Fevret,  *^  12  August,  ItiSI. 

Syon : — Town  Library.     [Printed  Booka,  ^c] 

Part  of  the  Library  of  this  emiuent  eivilian  was  bequeathed  tetl 
Jeauits  of  DijoD.  Oa  their  BuppresfliDn  it  became  an  seceMiaB  I 
the  Public  Library  of  the  same  town. 

(311)  Charles  Mary  FevTct  de  Fontette, 

^  1(5  b'ebriiary,  1772. 

Paris : — Imperial  Library.      [Prinled  Boots  and  MSS.'] 

The  large  MS.  Collections  on  French  History  of  this  emineD 

archnologiat  were  purchased  for  the  Royal  Library  of  Paris,  b; 

order  of  Lewib  X  v  ,  from  his  Eiecutors. 

(312)  Marsiliiis  Ficino,  ^  1  October,  1499, 

FlorenC6! — Laurentian  Library,     [MSS.] 
A  Collection  of  ^e  MS.  Works  of  Ficino  ia  preaerred  in  th 
Lauren tiaii  Library. 

(318)  Francis  FilelfO,  "J"  U73. 
Milan  '.—Amhrotiiat  Library.     [MSS.'\ 


(814)  Finn  Magnusson,  *  .    . 

BdinhTirgll  •.—lAbraru  of  the  Fuctilly  of  Adrocalet.      [leelatJi 

Books.] 

Oxford  :— Bodleian  Library.     [Pari  of  Library.'] 

The  Icelandic  BooIib  of  this  eminent  northern  scholar  were  put 

cIiiiBed  by  the  Faculty  of  Advocates  in  the  year  1S25.     Anothe 

portion  of  hia  Library  is  in  the  Bodleian.    . 

(315)  Cou/if  FirmiBiii,  •}<... 

Milan  ;  —  Brera  Library. 

The  Library  of  Count  Fibmian  was  given  by  its  Collector  to  tb 
Brera,  during  the  term  of  hisgoverameat  of  Lombardy  for  Auatria. 
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(316)  Henry  Fitzalan,  Earl  of  Arundel,  KG,,  *  1579. 

London  I — British  Museum  Library.    [^MSS,  and  Printed  Books.'] 

This  Collection,  small  but  precious,  descended  to  Lord  Abukdel's 
son-in-law  John,  Lord  Lumley,  at  whose  death,  in  1609,  it  was 
bought  by  King  James  I.  But  the  'purchase*  was  much  after 
the  fashion  in  which  Kenilworth  was  'purchased'  for  Prince 
Hekrt,  and  Sherborne  for  Sir  Eobert  Cabb.  It  came  to  the 
British  Museum  as  part  of  the  gift  of  King  Q-eorge  II. 

(317)  William  Wentworth  Fitzwilliam,  Earl  of  Fitz^ 

William,  ^  8  February,  1833. 

Cambridge  : — Fitzwilliam  Library, 

Lord  Fitzwilliam  gave  a  fine  Library — especially  rich  in  works 
on  the  Arts  of  Design  and  in  illustrated  booKs — ^to  the  TJniyersity 
as  part  of  the  magnificent '  Fitzwilliam  Museum.' 

(318)  Matthew  PlacciuS,  or  Francowitz,  of  lllyria, 

*  1618. 

Helmstadt : — University  Library.     [MSS.  and  Printed  Books."] 

The  Library  of  Flaccius  Illyricus  was  given  to  the  University  of 
Helmstadt. 

(319)  John  Flamsteed,  *  3l  December,  1719. 

Shirbnm  Castle  (Oxfordshire).     [Part  of  MSS.] 
Greenwich : — Observatory  Library.     [^MSS. ] 

Part  of  the  MSS.  of  this  eminent  Astronomical  Observer  are  now 
in  the  fine  Library  of  the  Earl  of  Macclesfield,  at  Shirburn 
Castle,  in  Oxfordshire.  They  were  first  acquired  by  William  Jokes, 
F.RS.,  and  by  him  were  bequeathed  to  Q-eorge,  second  Earl  of  Mac- 
clesfield, and  President  of  the  Eoyal  Society.  Another  portion  is  in 
the  Royal  Observatory,  Greenwich.  Among  the  papers  at  Shirburn 
Castle  is  the  very  curious  Correspondence  of  Flamsteed  with  Sir 
Isaac  NEiPtoK,  respecting  the  publication  of  the  Historia  Celestis. 

(320)  G.  M.  Pontanieu,  *  .    .    . 

Paris  J — Imperial  Library.     [^Printed  Books.] 

FoNTANiEu's  Library  was  given  to  the  Eoyal  Library  at  Paris. 

(321)  Justus  Pontanilli,  Archbishop  of  Ancyra, 

*  15  April,  1736. 

San  Daniele  (j^ear  Udine)  : — Town  Library. 

Archbishop  Fontakini's  Library  was  bequeathed  to  San  Daniele, 
in  the  Friuli,  of  which  small  town  ne  was  (1  believe)  a  native. 
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(322)  Philip  von  Porell,  *  1806? 

Dresden : — Royal  Pubhe  Library. 

Forell'b  Library  was  incorporated  with  the  Royal  Collection 

Saxony  in  the  year  1806. 

(323)  Simon  Porman,  *  12  September,  1611. 

Oxford : — Bodleian  Library  {MhrncHe  ColleeHon).     [MS8J] 
London: — British  Museum  Library.     [MSS,"] 

The  MSS.  of  Simon  Fobma.n  are  partly  in  the  Ashmole  Colh 
tion,  which  now  forms  part  of  Bodley's  Library  at  Ozfbrd,  and  pari 

in  the  British  Museum. 

(324)  John  Remhold  Porster,  *  9  December,  1798 

Berlin : — Royal  Library,     [MSS.  and  Printed  Booka.^ 

The  Literary  Collections  of  this  eminent  scholAr  and  tniTeD 
were  purchased  for  the  Boyal  Library  of  Berlin  from  his  Executoi) 

(325)  3larqMis  Portia  d'TTrban,  *  .    .    . 

Paris  : — Imperial  Library. 

The  Qeographical  Collections  of  Fobtia  d^TJbbaf  were  purchaa 
for  the  Boyol  Library  of  Paris  after  the  Collector's  death. 

(326)  Marmaduke  Pottiorgill,  *  1731. 

York : — Cathedral  Library.     [^Printed  Books,^ 
roTUEROiLL's  Library  was  bequeathed  to  the  Chapter  of  York. 

(327)  Nicholas  Poucault,  *  7  Februaiy,  1721. 

Shirbum  Castle  {Oxfordshire),     [Printed  Books."] 
Oxford :  —Bodleian  Library.     [Printed  BooksJ] 

The  Library  of  this  eminent  French  administrator  and  antiooa 
was  sold  by  auction  after  his  death.  Much  of  it  was  purc&ai 
for  the  Lord  Chancellor  Macclesfielj},  and  is  now  in  the  chd 

Library  at  Shirburn. 

(328)  Nicholas  Pouquet,  *  1680. 

Paris  : — imperial  Library.     [Printed  Books  and  MSSJ] 

A  considerable  portion  of  Fouquet's  fine  Library  waa  confiacal 
upon  his  impeachment,  and  is  now  in  the  Imperial  Library  of  Erai 
at  Paris. 
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(328)  John  Poxe,  *  1587. 

London : — British  Museum  Library  (Harleian  Collection).  [MSS,"] 

The  MS.  Collections  of  the  Martyrologist  are  now  in  the  British 
Museum. 

(329)  Francis  Mary  II,  Duke  of  Urbino, 

*  28  April,  1631. 

'SiOlXk^X^yaticon  Library,     [3f55.] 

TJrbania : — Tovm  Library,     [Printed  Books,"] 

The  greater  portion  of  the  Literary  Collections  of  the  Dukes  of 
Urbino  is  now  in  the  Library  of  the  Vatican.  Some  of  their  printed 
Books  are  in  the  Town  Library  of  TJrbania  (formerly  Castel  Durante.) 

(380)  Paul  Jerome  Francis  Pranzoni,  ^  1773. 

Genoa: — Framonian  Library.     [Printed  Books  and  MSS,] 

Paul  Franzoni's  Library,  together  with  that  of  his  brother 
(who  died  in  1778),  were  given  to  Q-enoa,  and  form  now  the  fine 
^Public  Collection  known  as  the  Pbanzokiana. 

(331)  Frederick  II,   Xin^  of  Prussia, 
.    ^17  August,  1786. 

Sans-Souci  (near  Berlin): — Royal  Library. 

King  Pbsdebick's  Private  Library  is  still  preserved  at  Sans- 
Souci.  The  present  writer  has  given  an  account  of  it  in  the  volume 
entitled  Libraries  and  JEbunders  of  Libraries  (Lond.,  1864,  8vo). 

(332)  Frederick  I,  JS:%  0/ Sweden,  *  1761. 

Cassel: — Bueal  Library,     [Printed  Books,  ^c] 

Part  of  the  Library  of  King  Fbedebigk  of  Sweden  came  to  the 
Ducal  Pamily  of  Hesse  Cassel  by  inheritance. 

(833)  Frederick,  Duie  of  Urbino,  *  10  Sep.  1482. 

Some: — Vatican  Library,     [MSS,] 

Castel  Dnrantey  or  Urbania :— ^^ow^  Library,     [Printed 

Books,  ^c] 

The  superb  Collection  of  MSS.  amassed  by  Duke  Fbedebigk 
of  Urbino  is  now  in  the  Vatican  Library  at  Kome.  The  curious 
history  of  these  MSS.  has  been  told  in  a  former  section  of  this 
Volume.     [Book  III,  c.  5.] 

[5] 


[66]  BOOK  /r— HISTORICAL 


(334)  Frederick,  Margrave  of  BaWeutK  •!•  1741 
Erlangon ; — Unitertilt/  Library, 

The  Librtuy  of  Fkedebick,  Margrave  of  Batreuth,  wu  giro 
the  University  of  ErUugen  iq  Ihe  year  1743. 

(335)  Marquard  Freher,  •}«  18  May.  1614. 

■Wolfenbuttel:— ■D«*a'  L,bra>-j,.     [MSS.  a»d  Prinied  AmA 
Fart  of  Fbeheb'b  Libnry  wns  purchased  by  the  Doke  of  Sll 
wick  for  the  Ducal  labrary  of  Woll'enbiittel    in    the  year  16 
Anotiier  portion  of  it  seena  to  have  beeu  dispersed. 

(336)Ulrich  Pugger,  •{<  25  June.  15S4. 

Bome  l—VatKOH  Ubmry.      [MSS.  and  Printed  BooJtt  ] 
The  Librarr  of  Ulrioh  Puooer  was  bequeathed  to  the  Pril 

Palatine  for  uie  Library  of    Heidelberg,   and  formed  part  of 

booty  afterwarda  earned  to  Bome. 

(337)  H.  J.  Fugger,  *  1575. 

Manioh:— -Boya/  Ubranj.      {Printed  BooAs  and  MSS.} 
The  literary  Collectioni  of  H.  J.  Fl-qoeb  are  now  preserred 
the  Boyal  Library  at  Munich. 

(338)  Paul  E.  Pugger,  *       .     . 

Vjenna : — In^mul  LUrary.     [Prinled  Booti  and  AfSS.] 
The  Library  of  Paul  FruoKR  was  purchased  for  the  enlargeiDi 
of  the  Imperial  Collection  at  Viennn  

(339)  Henry  Fuiren,  •{<  1650.        ^H 

CopSnhag^en  : — Royaf  Library,      [PrinCfd  Book*."]         ^^^ 
The  Library  of  Henry  Fitiken  waa  given  to  the  King  of  Dennu 
as  an  augmentation  to  the  £oyal  Library  at  Copenhagen. 

(340)  Thomas  Fuiren,  >b  1073. 

Copenhagen : — Royal  Library.     [Printed  Booh."] 

The  LibraiT  of  Thomas  Fhikeit  is  also  preserved  in  the  IUk 
Collection  at  Copenhagen. 
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(341)  Marquess  De  Qabreja,  *  .     .     . 

Vienna : — Imperial  Library.     [Printed  Books  and  MSS."] 

The  Literary  Collections  of  the  Marquess  de  G-abbeja  were  pur- 
chased from  his  representatives  for  the  Imperial  Library  at  Vienna. 

(342)  Stephen  Qabrioau  de  Biparfond,  *  1704. 

Paris : — Louvre  Palace  Library  ?     [Printed  Books.'\ 

M.  Qabbieau  bequeathed  his  Library  to  the  Advocates  of  Paris, 
and  it  is  probably  still  a  part  of  the  existing  Collection  at  the  Louvre. 

(343)  Francis  Roger  de  Gaignieres,  ^  March,  1715. 

Paris; — imperial  Library.     [MSS.] 

Oxford : — Bodleian  Library.  [Archneological  and  other  Drawings 
and  Prints.] 

The  vast  Genealogical  Collections  of  De  GaionxIbis  now  form 
part  of  the  MSS.  of  the  Imperial  Library  at  Paris. 

Of  the  curious  circumstances  which  severed  the  Topographical  from 
the  Historical  portion  of  the  Collection  of  G-aiokiIbes,  the  follow- 
ing account  is  given  by  M.  Feuillet  de  Conches  : — 

"  Quatre  ans  avant  sa  mort,  arrivee  en  Mars,  1715,  Gaioni^bes  fit 
don  de  ses  Collections  k  Louis  XIY ,  qui  devait  le  suivre  de  si  pr^s  dans 
la  tombe.  I)u  nombre  etaient  cent  cinquante  ^normes  volumes  bourres 
d'autographes  des  Rois,  de  Beines,  de  Princes,  de  Ministres,  d* Ambas- 
sadeurs  Francois  et  etrangers,  depuis  Chables  YIl  jusqu'tl  Louis 
XIY ;  cent  dix  volumes  environ  de  m^moires,  d^peches,  instructions, 
lettres  politiques,  diplomatiques,  des  recueils  oe  chartes  fort  nom- 
breuz,  des  lettres  et  titres  originaux,  concernant  les  Provinces  et  les 
Abbayes.  Tout  cet  amas  pr^cieuz  figure  aujourd*hui  parmi  lea 
tresors  de  la  Bibliothique  Imperiale.  Tout, — je  me  trompe, — car  un 
arret  du  Conseil  d*Etat,  en  date  du  6  Mars,  1717,  qui  ordonna  le 
depot  de  la  plus  grande  partie  k  la  Bibliotheque,  prescrivit  ^galement 
la  vente  d'une  certaine  portion ;  et  en  outre,  on  ne  sait  comment, 
un  recueil  tr^s-important  de  dessins  de  monuments  religieux  et 
autres,  du  m^me  cabinet,  recueil  de  seize  volumes  non  compris  dans 
cette  vente,  se  trouve  aujourd*hui  dans  la  Bibliotheque  nodlienne 
d*Oxford,  ou  nous  sommes  forces  de  Taller  ^tudier." 
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(344)  Thomas  Gale,  *  S  April.  1702. 

(345)  Roger  Gale,  ►!*  25  June,  1744. 
Camliridge : — Trinity  Col/e^e  Library .  [Printed Book*  audi 
The  combined  CoUectionB  of  the  emment  AntiquarieB  Thomi 

Boger  Qale  were  given  to  Trinity  College  by  tlie  Utter  in  17^ 

(846)  Galileo  Galilei,  *  8  January,  1642. 
Plorence :  —  Palatine    Library.      [Autograph    MS8.  ,-     { 

apondenee ;   Annotated  liookt,  Sf-c.^ 

The  MS.  Correspondence  and  many  ol'  the  Annotated  Boo 
Galileo  appear  to  have  been  inlieritod  by  his  pupil  Vitiahi, 
whom  they  were  acquired  bj  tbeJjlrand  Duke  of  Tuscany,  and 
are  now  preserved  at  Florence  as  the  most  glorious  monumente  < 
Library  of  the  Pitti  I'alace,  otherwise  known  as  the  P»] 
Library,  The  Galileo  MSS,  of  the  Pitti  Palace,  together  with 
of  ViriAUi  and  Tokeicelli,  and  a  few  works  of  coguato  origii 
character,  have  recently  (1S08)  been  thrown  into  one  eeriet 
mirably  arranged.     They  exteud  to  more  than  300  volumes. 

(347)  Anthony  Galland,  •$*  17  February,  1715 
Paris  :—^'»p*'^'  Lihrmy.    [mss.^ 

The  Oriental  MSS,  of  Gauand  were  purchaeed  for  the  1 
Library  by  one  of  the  liist  of  the  many  orders  given,  or  rati! 
for  the  augmentation  of  the  repository  in  which  he  took  so  mud 
eo  justifiable  a  pride — bj  Lewis  the  Foukteekth. 

(348)  Alexander  Gambalunga,  *J«  1G17. 

Biinini  l — Town  lAbi-ary. 

OA.UBALUNOA  bequeathed  his  Library  to  Kimini. 

(349)  Cardinal  Garampi,  ^      .    . 

Bimilli  : — Town  Library.     [MSS.~\ 

The  MSS.  of  Cardinal  Gakampi  were  also  bequeathed  to  the' 


(350)  Philip  N.  Garelli,  *  1739. 

Lemberg  : —  Vniveralty  or  Garelli  Lib.  [Printed  Books  and  3 

This  Collection  was  enlarged  by  the    Founder's  son,  J.  ] 

Gauelli,  who  also  left  an  endowment  for  its  increase.     It  was 

nally  established  at  Vienna,  and  was  brought  thence,  as  a  fount: 

of  a  University  Library  for  Lomberj;,  in  the  year  178C. 
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•  (351)  David  Gtorick,  *  20  January,  1779. 

London  : — British  Museum  Library.    [Printed  and  MS.  Plays,'] 

Gabbick  spent  a  part  of  the  large  fortune  which  he  had  acquired 
upon  the  stage  in  the  formation  of  a  Library  and  of  other  Collections. 
Part  of  his  Library  consisted  in  a  very  fine  series  of  English  Plays. 
These  were  given  by  his  widow  to  the  Bntish  Museum.  And  it  is 
mainly  to  this  gift  by  Mrs.  Qabbiok  that  we  owe  Charles  Lamb's 
delightful  volume  entitled  Specimens  of  the  Old  English  Dramatists. 

(352)  John  Garzoni,  *  1506. 

Bologna ; — institute  Library.     [MSS,] 

The  MSS.  of  Qabzoni  have  long  been  in  the  Biblioteea  del  Insti- 
tuto  di  Bologna^  but  I  am  doubtful  whether  they  came  to  it  by 
bequest  or  by  purchase. 

(353)  Peter  Gassendi>  *  14  October,  1655. 

Vienna : — imperial  Library.     [Printed  Books  and  MSS.] 

Gasseitdi's  Library  was  purchased  for  the  Imperial  Library  after 
the  Collector's  death. 

(354)  Erasmus  Gattola,  *  1734. 

Monte  CaSSino: — ^«^-  of  the  Benedictine  Monastery.     [MSS.] 

Gattola's  CoUection  of  MSS.  gave  rise  to  Valeby's  interesting 
volumes,  entitled  Correspondance  de  Mabillon  et  de  Montfaucon  avec 
r Italic,  published  at  Paris  in  1840.  The  Collection  came  to  the 
Benedictines  of  Monte  Cassino  by  bequest. 

(355)  Gilbert  Gaulmin,  ^  8  December,  1665. 

Paris : — imperial  Library.     [Oriental  and  other  MSS.] 

Gaulmin's  name  deserves  memory  as  a  philologist  and  as  a  miscel- 
laneous writer,  but  it  has  been  really  perpetuated,  less  in  virtue  of 
bis  scholarship  or  of  his  useful  gift  to  the  Imperial  Library  of  a  valu- 
able series  of  MSS.,  than  by  an  incident  of  his  domestic  life.  It 
chanced  that  a  difficulty  with  his  parish  priest  led  him  (when  about 
to  enter  into  matrimony,  or  into  what  he  wished  to  make  pass  for 
matrimony,)  to  imitate  a  form  of  procedure  much  resembhng  that 
once  in  vogue  at  Gretna  Green.  A  tnal  which  grew  out  of  this  domestic 
act  attracted  so  much  of  public  attention  at  the  time  that  marriages 
out  of  church  came  to  be  called  **  marriages  a  la  Oaulmin,*'  and  the 
phrase  is  still  in  vogue. 
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(356)  Charles  Frederick  GauSS,  "i"  23  February,  II 
Ooettmgen; — Vnivernly  Library.  {^Printed  Book*.'] 
The  Collection — extending  to  nearly  5000  volumfv.  and  eapei 
well  fumiahed  in  th6  literature  of  Astronomy,  and  of  Mathea 
generally— formed  by  Professor  Gauss  was  purcbased  for  the  Lil 
of  the  UniverBity  of  Goettingen  alter  the  Collector'a  deatli. 

(857)  John  K.  Getiler,  *  1S13  ? 

LeipBic: — Vnivemitij  Library.     IMedieal  Libraiy.'] 

(358)  John  Cteiler  von  Kaysersberg,  *  10  Ma 

151U. 

Strasbtirgh : — foion  Library.     IMSS.  and  Printed  Booi*.^ 

This  famous  mediaeval  preacher  gave  hie  Library  to  Straaba 

where  he  had  lived,  nmidat  uniierBal  respect,   during  tbirty-i 

yearti.     He  had  maintained  a.  large  correspondence  with  the  echc 

of  his  time. 

(359)  Sir  William  Gell,  ^  4  February,  1836. 

London: — BritUh  Mwteum  Library.      ICollection  of  Drmeingi 

The   fine   CollectioQ  of  Drawings  in  the  gathering  of  which 

William  Gell  spent  much  of  his  time  and  of  his  fortune  came  to 

British  Museum  in  the  year  1853  by  a  bequest  of  the  Hoaon 

Keppel  Cb&tek. 

(360)  William  Gent,  *      .  .      . 

Oxford: — Bodleian  Library.      [Printed  Boots.'] 


(361)  GeOl^e  111,  AV//y  0/  Great  Britain,  &c., 
^  29  January,  1820. 

Loudon: — British  Musmm  Library.  [^Printed  Boott,  M< 
Printt,  and  Maps.} 

The  niagoiiicent  library  wliicb  had  been  gathered  by  E 
Geohqe  III  waa  given  (but  not  unreluctautly)  to  the  Bri 
nation  by  hia  son  and  sueccSBor.  It  had  been  the  wish  of  Geoboi 
to  sell  the  Library,  that  he  might  apply  the  proceeda  either  to 
payment  of  liie  liebte, — or  to  other  purpoaea.  At  the  time,  it 
umleratood  by  thoae  who  were  near  the  Court  that  an  inception 
least,  of  a  b.irgalu  with  Itussia,  on  advantageous  terms,  had  aire 
been  made.     Very  strong  representations — almost  uncourtly,  at  1 


NOTICES  OF  COLLECTORS.  [71] 

in  their  strength  and  tone — ^had  to  be  submitted  to  His  Majesty 
before  he  could  make  up  his  mind  to  bestow  upon  the  country  the 
princely  gifb  which  Lord  Litebpool  announced  to  Parh'ament,  amidst 
loud  cheers,  wherein,  for  once  at  least,  party  feeling  had  certainly  no 
place.  The  King, — ^resolved  to  have  some  pecuniary  equivalent  or 
other  for  the  loss  of  the  anticipated  gold  from  Bussia, — drore  a  some- 
what hard  bargain  with  his  ministers  about  the  '  Admiralty  Droits,* 
out  of  which  bargain  considerable  difficulty  arose  eventually  to  a 
later  Government. 

Geo  BOB  II  had  been  &r  from  setting  any  example  of  book- 
collecting  to  his  grandson,  the  only  one  of  the  Georgian  monarchs 
who  evinced  literary  tastes.  But  it  was  by  Geoboe  II  that  a 
liberal  and  willing  gift  had  been  made — in  the  shape  of  choice  books, 
printed  and  manuscript — to  the  Public,  without  being  hampered  by 
any  sort  of  bargain-driving.  Of  that  rich  CoUection  the  reader  will 
find  some  new  particulars  in  Lives  of  the  Founders  and  Benefactors  of 
the  British  Museum. 

The  liberal  tastes,  as  far  as  literature  was  concerned,  of  Geoboe 
THE  Third  were,  as  is  widely  known,  inherited  by  his  son,  the  late 
Duke  of  Sussex.  It  is  less  well  known,  I  believe,  that  it  was  the 
Duke's  ardent  wish  that  his  Hue  Library  should  become,  like  his 
father's  Library,  the  enduring  property  of  the  nation.  Had  he  been 
free  from  debt,  he  would  probably  Jbave  bequeathed  it.  As  it  was,  he 
gave  direction  by  his  last  Will  that  the  Collection  should  be  offered 
by  his  Executors  to  Parliament  on  more  favorable  terms  than  to 
any  other  purchaser.  But  the  Government  of  that  day  was  not  dis- 
posed to  give  effect  to  His  Boyal  Highness's  wish,  and  his  Library 
had  to  be  sold  by  public  auction.  A  selection,  both  of  Printed  Books 
and  of  MSS.,  was  bought,  at  the  sale,  for  the  British  Museum. 

(362)  John  E.  (Gerhard,  *  1668? 

Ootllft  l-^Bucal  Library, 

Gebuabd^s  Collection  of  Printed  Books,  &c.,  was  acquired  for  the 
Gotha  Library  in  the  year  1668. 

(363)  A.  T.  von  Gersdorf,  *  1807  ? 

GoerlitZ : — Library  of  the  Academy  of  Sciences  of  Upper  Lusatia. 

The  Library  of  Yon  Gebsdobf  was  given  to  the  Lusatian 
Academy  in  the  year  1807. 

(364)  Edmund  Gheast,  BisAop  of  Salisburify 

li^  28  February,  1577. 

Salisbury  : — Cathedral  Library. 

Bishop  GuEABT  bequeathed  his  Library  to  the  Dean  and  Chapter 
of  Salisbury. 
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(365)  Angelo  GMgi,  ^  1840? 

Siennfl: — Town  Library.      [Printed  SooJct.} 

Sienna  obtained  an  important  augmeotation  for  it«  Town  I^ 
about  thirty  Tears  ago,  by  the  bequest  of  Angelo  Ghioi,  but 
unable  to  give  the  precise  date. 

(366)  Marquesg  de  Gianfllippl,  *      .      .     . 
Verona  :—rotoit  Library.     [MSS.  and  Printed  Booit».'\ 
The  Librarr   of  the   Mnrquese   Giakfuiffi,    cuntauung  i 

n,O0Q  Printed  Volumes  and  336  MSS..  was  purchased  for  the  1 

Library  of  Verona,  at  the  price  of  42,000  lire. 

(367)  Edward  Gibbon,  *  16  January,  1794. 

Lausanne: — Cantonal  Library.  [Pari  of  Gibbon's  Libra 
Printed  Booii.] 

When  GiBBOir  retreated,  very  hastily,  in  face — as  he  thought- 
threatened  incursion  of  revolutionists  into  his  peaceful  retr« 
Lausanne,  he  left  hie  fine  Library  behind  him.  Eventually  it 
purchased  by  William  Becktoed,  and  jealouBly  kept,  aa  a  bi 
treasure,  in  an  unoccupied  house.  It  remained  so  for  more 
fifteen  years.  At  last  it  was  eold  by  auction,  but  a  part  of  it 
purchased  for  the  Canton.     Another  portion  went  to  America. 

(368)  Edmund  GibSOn,  BisAo/)  of  London. 
^  0  September,  1748. 
London: — Lambeth  Palace  Library.     [MSS.'] 
This  zealous   Prelate   and  eminent  Saxouist  bequeathed  to 
Archiepiscop^  Librarj  of  Canterbury  a  vaJuable  group  of  MBS., 
tinguiened,  in  the  claEniii cation  of  the  Library,  as  Codieet  Qiluon 
He  had  laboured,  witli  IiIb  own  hands,  at  the  improrement  of 
Collection  already  brought  tofjetlier  at  Lambeth,  both  as  reap! 
its  arrangement  and  its  latnlogue^' 

(:JG9)  Andrew  Gifford,  *  1!)  June,  I7S4. 

Bristol: — Library  of  the  Baplial  Academy.      [Printed  Booki 

Dr.  GiKFoni)  bequeathed  his  Library  to  the  Baptist  Acaden 
Bristol,  for  piibHc  use.  Tlic  Collection  had  been  formed  whei 
purchase  of  choice  and  rare  books  was  much  easier  than  it  no 
And  thus  Dr.  GiFFonn  had  obtained,  at  comparatively  small  pi 
books  some  of  which  would  now  sell  almost  for  their  weigh 
gold.  Among  his  acquisitions  was  a  remarkable  and  precious  t 
of  early  editions  of  our  English  Bible. 
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(370)  Sir  Humphrey  Gilbert,  *  10  September,  1584. 

London  \ — British  Museum  Library.     [Part  of  MSSJ] 

Part  of  the  MS.  papers  of  Sir  Humphrey  Qilbebt  are  preserved 
in  the  British  Museum. 

(371)  WiUiam  Gilbert,  D.D.,  ^     .     .     . 

Dublin  : — Trinity  College  Library,     [Printed  BoohsJ] 

Dr.  William  Q-ilbebt  was  Professor  of  Divinity  and  Vice-Provost 
of  Trinity.  He  gave  his  valuable  Libraly  to  his  College  during  hia 
lifetime,  and  helped  with  his  own  hands  to  arrange  the  books  upon 
their  new  shelves  for  public  use. 

(372)  Peter  Lewis  Ginguene,  *  11  November,  1816. 

London : — British  Museum  Library.     [Printed  BooksJ] 

The  fine  Library  of  GiKGUENi  was  bought  by  the  Trustees  of  the 
British  Museum  after  the  Collector's  death.  It  was  eminently  rich 
in  Italian  literature. 

(373)  Dominick  Giorgi,  *  1747. 

Some : — Casanata  Library,     [MSS,] 

The  Library  of  Dominick  Qiobgi  was  bequeathed  to  the  Ckisa- 
nata. 

(374)  Francis  di  Giorgio,  *     .     .     . 

Sienna : — Town  Library.     [Autograph  MSS.  on  Engineering.'] 

(375)  Count  B,  Giovanelli,  *  1846. 

Trent : — Public  Library. 

Giovanelli  bequeathed  his  Library  to  the  Town  of  Trent. 

(376)  Melchior  Giulandini,  *  1589? 

Venice : — St.  Mark's  Library.     [Printed  Books,  ^c] 
GiuiMLirDiNi  bequeathed  his  Library  to  St.  Mark's  in  1589. 

(377)  .     .     .  Giustiniani,  BisAcfp  of  Padua,  *  1775  ? 

Fadua  : — Seminary  Library. 

A  Library  of  7500  volumes  was  given  by  Bishop  Giustikiaki  to 
the  Seminary  of  his  diocesan  town. 
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(376)  Ajagttisne  Oiustiniani,  Bisiop  of  Net 

•{<  1536. 

Genoa:— 2««i  LUrary.     IMSS.  and  Printed  Bonka.'] 
This  eminent  author  of  the  Atinali  di  Ofitoca^distingniahed  ab> 
ae  &n  Orientaliat — bequeathed  his  Library  to  hia  Dative  tona.      ^h 

(379)  Julius  Giustiniaui,  •i*  1734  ?       ■ 

Vudoe  '.—St.  Mark't  Library.     {Printtd  Book*.']  ^* 

The  Collectioiia  of  Giulin  Giustix  si  were  added  to  the  oncirat 
LibrftTf  of  St.  Muk  in  1731. 

(880)  Giustiniani  ramiiy. 

Eolkham  (_Jfor/oik)  :  —  library  of  the  Earl  of  LeicttW. 
\_MuminenltJ] 

The  GiTJSTiinANi  MSS.  were  acquired  by  Thomas  Coke,  Eari  of 
Leicester,  during  bis  travels  in  Italy,  early  in  the  eighteenth  oes- 
tury.     The  Collector  died  in  175!). 

(381) .    .    .  Gnocchi,  *  .    .    . 

SoTiffO ; — Academy  Library. 

GnocoHi's  Library  was  given  to  Rovigo  in  1832. 


I 


(382)  Dennis,  Theodore,  and  James  Godefroy, 

*  1622-49-52. 

Paris : — L^raiy  <^  the  Inttitule  of  iYance.     [Juridical  JUSSij 

Thia  remarkable  Colleetion,  formed  by  the  several  rettearchM' 

three  famous  brothera,  all  of  whom  were  eminent  as  juristo,  w 

eventually  purchased  hy  auotber  eminent  French  iunst.  M.  Mokue, 

and  was  by  him  bequeathed  to  the  City  of  Paris  lu  1759. 

(383)  Sir  William  Godolphin,  >¥  .     .     . 
Oxford: — ^adham  College  Library.     [Spaniih  Booki.'} 
Sir  W.  Godolpiiin's  Collection  had  been  formed  in  Spain  during 

hia  Embassy.  ^ 

(384)  John  Wolfgang  von  GrOethe,  *  22  March,  1832. 

Weimar:— 2"*?  '  Goeihe  Iloune.'      [Prinfed  Baoia.] 
"  Against  the  wall  [of  the  Study]  on  the  right  is  a  long  pear-tree 
table  with  book-shetveH,  on  which  stand  Lexicons  and  Manuals.... 
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Here,  also,  a  medallion  of  Napolbov,  inBoribed :  '  Scilicet  immemo 
superest  ex  nomine  muiUum,^  On  the  side  wall,  again  book-ahelfea,  with 
the  works  of  Poets.  On  the  wall  to  the  left  is  a  long  desk  of  soft 
wood,  at  which  Goethe  was  wont  to  write.  On  it  now  lie  the  original 
MSS.  of  Ootz^  and  of  the  Elegies;  and  again  a  bust  of  Napolsok.... 
Prom  the  Study  we  enter  the  Library.  Rough  deal  shelves  hold  the 
books,  with  paper  labels,  *  Fhiloeophy^^  *  History^  *  Foetry^  Ac.,  to  in- 
dicate the  classification. 

*•  It  was  very  interesting  to  look  over  this  Collection.  The  English 
reader  will  imagine  the  feelings  with  which  I  took  down  a  volume  of 
Tatlob's  Historic  Sttrvey  of  German  Foetry^  sent  by  Cablyle,  and 
found,  on  the  piece  of  paper  used  as  a  book-mark,  a  bit  of  Cablyle's    l^J?'^-^' 
own  handwriting.  ^  S76-378. 

In  the  illustrious  Poet's  closing  years,  and  closing  days,  modern 
authors,  chiefly,  were  read  by  or  to  him.  It  is  pleasant  to  know 
that  among  the  works  which  ministered  to  the  latest  literary  eujoy- 
ments  of  Goethe  were  the  writings  of  Scott.  The  poet  of  Germany 
had  not  a  little  contributed  to  the  literary  pleasures  and  to  the 
mental  development  of  Scott,  when  Scott  was  in  the  joyous  morn- 
ing of  life.  The  poet  of  Britain,  in  his  turn,  contributed  to  cheer 
that  long  evening  of  life,  some  of  the  hours  of  which  must  needs 
have  brought  a  certain  dash  of  gloom  with  them,  even  to  a  Goethe. 
Two  and  twenty  years  had  intervened  between  the  birth  of  Goethe 
and  that  of  Waiter  Scott  ;  but  six  months  only  divided  their  deaths. 
The  last  book  recorded  to  have  been  iu  Qoethe's  hands  was 
Salvandy's  '  Seize  Mois.^  One  would  fain  wish  another  Book  had 
been  the  last.     But  the  great  poet  died  with  a  prayer  on  his  lips. 

(385)  John  M.  Goeze,  *     .     .     . 

Hamburgh : — Town  Library.     [Collection  of  Bibles,] 

An  extensive  Collection  of  Bibles,  which  had  been  formed  by  John 
G^EZE,  was  given,  in  1792,  to  the  Town  Library  of  Hamburgh  by 
the  Collector's  son. 

(386)  Melchior  Goldast  von  Hemiiigsfeld^ 

^  U  August,  1635. 

Bremen: — Town  Library.     [M8SJ] 

Copenhagen : — Royal  Public  Library.     [MSS.] 

The  Manuscript  CoUections  and  Library  of  Qoldast  of  Hemings- 
feld,  were  divided  after  his  death.  A  portion  of  the  former  was 
purchased  for  Bremen ;  another  portion  for  Copenhagen.  He  was 
the  greatest  German  Archaeologist  that  had  appeared  for  many  cen- 
turies, and  in  some  points  has  not  been  equalled,  perhaps,  even  in 
the  days  of  Pebtz  and  his  fellow- workers  of  the  jElerum  Germani- 
carum  Scriptores.     One  of  his  contemporaries  said  of  him  that,  had 
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he  lived  at  AtheoB  in  ucicnt  daya,  and  bad  he  done  for  the  uiti^ 
ties  of  Greece  what  he  accomplished  for  those  of  the  Empire, 
AtheniaoB  would  have  eatahlislied  him  in  the  Pri/lnnsum,  and  ml 
tttined  him  like  a  prince.  Having,  however,  the  ill-fortun« 
flourish  in  the  Bevecteenth  century,  GotDAST  lived,  and  died,  ami 
the  eitreineat  humiliations  of  poverty.  But  poor  as  he  was,  he  mi 
tained  areioarkably  eitensive  Coircapondouue  with  the  men  of  let! 
of  his  time.     Part  of  it  ia  preserved. 

(387)  James  GoliuS,  *  28  September,    1667. 

"Ley^Oni—Vnivtrtity  Library.      [Oriental  MSS.~\ 
Oxford  I—^orf/eian  Library.     [Part  of  MSS.] 

The  Oriental  MSS.  of  this  famous  scholar  remained  for  a  cm 
derahle  time  in  the  haEds  of  his  Executors.  An  iufftectual  aitei 
was  made  to  induce  the  Enp;lish  Government  to  obtain  them  eit 
for  Oxford  or  for  London.  At  length  they  were  in  part  secur^ 
Leyden  University  hy  purchase.  Another  portion  woa  bought 
that  enlightened  and  liberal  Irish  prelate  Archbishop  Mabhij,  i 
given  to  the  University  of  Oiford. 

(38S)  GrOnzaga  Family. 

Mantua:— J*«*'<e  Recird  office.  [MS.  CorrespoHdfnet  t 
Papert  (a.d.  1323—1716).] 

The  Gonzaga  MSS. — extending  over  almoat  five  oenturiee,  t 
illustrating  (in  a  wonderful  manner,  if  one  thinks  of  the  smaihii 
of  their  dominion)  the  history  of  a  large  portion  of  Europe— i 
preserved  at  Mantua,  after  escaping  perils  not  a  few. 

(389)  M.  J.  Goschitz,  *  U39. 
OoerlitS :— Library  of  the  Church  of  SS.  Peter  and  PokI. 
The  Library  of  Goscuitk  was  bcijueathed  to  Goerlilz. 

(390)  Richard  Gough,  >h  20  February,  1S09. 

Oxford ; — Bodleian  Library.      [Topograjihieal  Library,  and  Boi 

on  Northern  Arckaologij.'] 

Gouan  once  desired  to  bequeath  his  Library  to  the  Brit 
Museum,  and,  had  his  very  pardonable  ambition  to  be  made  a  Trusi 
of  that  Museum  been  gratified,  would  doubtless  have  given  effect 
hia  first  intention.  Failing  to  win  that  honour,  he  bequeathed 
important  portion  of  his  Library  to  Oxford,  and  directed  that  1 
rest  ahould  be  sold  by  his  Eiecutorn. 
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(391)  John  George  GrBBVius,  *  11  January,  1703. 

Beidelberg  l — TJnivernty  Library.   [Printed  Books,  ^c] 

The  Elector  Palatine  John  William  purchased  Gr»viu8*  Library  for 
Heidelberg. 

(392)  Guy  Grandi,  *  4  July,  1742. 

Fisa :  ^University  Library,     [MSSJ] 

The  MSS.  of  Gbandi  appear  to  have  come  to  the  University  of 
Pisa  by  the  gift  of  Ambrose  Soldani. 

[Granvelle,   Anthony  Perronet,    Cardinal  de. 

See  Perronet.] 

(393)  John  Greaves,  *  8  October,  1652. 

Oxford  i— Bodleian  Library.     [Part  of  MSS.] 

The  Executors  of  Professor  Gbeaves  gave  part  of  his  rich  Collec- 
tion of  Mathematical  MSS^  to  the  Bodleian,  as  an  augmentation  of 
the  former  gift  of  Sir  Henry  Savile. 

(394)  Lewis  Grempp,  *  1583  ? 

Tubingen: — University  Library. 

Gbempp  bequeathed  his  Library  to  the  University  of  Tubingen 
in  1583. 

(395)  Richard  Grenville  Brydges  Ghandos,  Duke 

of  Buckingham  and  Chandoa,  X.G.,  >^  29  July,  1861. 
Ashbumham  Place  (Sussex).    [MSS.] 

Lord  Ashbubkham's  Library  is  chiefly  notable  for  its  MSS.,  and 
of  these  by  far  the  most  valuable  portion — though  not  the  most 
showy  or  decorative  portion — came  from  the  late  Duke  of  Bucking- 
ham's noble  Library  at  Stowe.  A  few  of  the  MSS.  belonged  to  the 
old  LibrJEiry  at  Ashbumham  Place,  inherited  by  the  present  Earl  from 
bis  ancestors.  To  these  he  has  added,  besides  the  greater  portion  of 
the  Stowe  MSS.  acquired  in  1840,  a  splendid  series  from  the  Libri 
and  Barrois  Collections.  As  early  as  in  1853  the  aggregate  Collec- 
tion of  MSS.  at  Ashbumham  approached  nearly  to  6000. 

Among  the  MSS.  relating  to  British  history  is  the  earliest  known 
copy  of  3ie  *  Boldon  Book,  a  Survey  of  the  Palatinate  of  Durham, 
and  of  its  episcopal  revenues,  made  in  the  jear  1183.  This  tran- 
script came  from  the  Stowe  Collection,  and  is  believed  to  be  of  the 
thirteenth  century.     The  original  Survey  is  lost.     It  is  supposed 
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that  it  existed  aa  Late  a«  about  17dO  in  the  Auditor's  Office  i 
iHudf.sc  ham,  but  only  a  tapj  tnade  in  the  foartecDth  century  is  ocn 
M^i^'^  foond  in  that  offioe.i 

Here  also  is  a  yery  fine  MS.  of  the  Chronwa  Jterum  Angi 
of  William,  a  Can<m  of  Ncwburv.  It  is  said  to  have  been  a  j 
tation  copy  to  the  Library  of  Newbury,  and  may,  therefore 
the  author's  autograph.  It  formerly  belonged  to  Sir  Eoger 
BEN.  After  his  deatfi  it  was  in  the  hands  of  Thomas  HeabB 
passed  to  Lord  Ashbuiinham  from  the  Library  nt  Stowe.  H 
other  thirteenth  century  copy  of  this  Chronicle  is  that  contaj 
the  Cotton  Mfl.  Ve8pa'niun,  B.  vi.  "The  ABhbumham  MS. 
doubtedly  the  more  aniii'iit,"  says  Mr.  HiKDt  {Descr.  Cat.,  f 
note).  The  text  of  Mr.  Hamiltom'b  edition  of  William  of  Ne 
ia  based  on  a  MS.  of  tite  fourteenth  century  preserved  at  Lai 
Of  John  Lebsau'b  Chronique  du  roy  Bickard  d'  Anglelerre  tl 
atABhbumhamFlace,a  fiHeeuth  century MS.,<*  which  wasacqvi: 
Lord  AsHBDOKHAU  ^iji  the  Barrois  Collection  ;  and  also  aa  i 
mous  Livre  du  roy  Sk-hard  d'AxtjIeterre,  which  is  a  rellum  ] 
the  fifteenth  century.  It  ia  in  smnll  folio  si^e,  and  was  purobi 
Babbois.  The  Stowe  MSS.  entitled  Slafuta-  AjUiguo'  Aayl 
numerous,  and  chiefly  oi'the  fourteenth  and  fifteenth  centuries, 
are  also  many  'Wardrobe  Books  (chiefly  on  vellum)  of  English 
and  queens,  Irom  Bdward  1  to  Elizabeth,  Ail  of  these,  save  t 
longed  to  the  old  GoUeettou  at  Aaiiburnham.  Two  came  from 
Park.  Finally,  under  this  head,  may  be  mentioned  a  Vrai« 
niaue  d'Etcoec  ahregee,  of  the  fifteenth  century,  on  Yeltum, 
fofio  size.     This  M3,  was  acquired  from  Bakhois. 

Of  the  curious  circum stances  which  attended  the  formatiaa 
Collection  of  British  State  Papers  which  formerly  belonf 
Thomas  Astik,  and  wna  by  him  bequeathed  (conditionally) 
late  Duke  of  BnoKiirairAM,   I  have  elsewhere  given   an  a 

Kibrariet  and  Hmndeis  of  Ubrarics,  1864,  pp.  2(12,  203,  27Q 
at  Collection  formed  an  invaluable  portion  of  the  MS,  1 
formerly  at  Stowe  Paris,  and  a  p;reat  port  of  it  is  now  an  im[ 
division  of  the  Aahburuhaui  Library. 

(396)  Riffht  Hojiuurable  Tliouuia  Q-renville, 
*  17  December,  1S46. 

London  \ — BriUsk  Museum  Library.     [Printed  Book* and 

[For  an  account  of  the  noble  gift  n 
in  1846,  to  his  countrymen,  1  refer 
Founder* and Benefactort  of  llie  Briligk  Muneum  (Book  lll,chi 
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(397)  William  Grey,  Biskop  ofMy,^^  August,  1478. 

Oxford  X—BallM  Library.     [MSS.] 

Bishop  Obxt  bequeathed  his  Library  of  MSS.  to  Balliol  in  1478. 

(398)  George  Grimani,  Patriarch  of  Aquilda,  ^  1593. 

Venice : — S^-  Markka  Library,     [Printed  Books  and  MSS,^ 

The  Library  of  Gbucani  appears  to  have  been  bequeathed  to  St. 
Mark's  in  1598. 

(399)  Ulrich  Grosse,  *  1677. 

Leipsic : — Town  Library.     [Printed  Books,^ 

Gbossb  bequeathed  his  Library  to  Leipsic,  for  the  general  use  of 
the  townsfolk. 

(400)  Hugh  de  Groot  ['Grotius'],  *  28  August,  1645. 

Gbotius — as  the  well-known  anecdote  of  the  'book-box'  at 
Louevestein  Castle  sufficiently  shows — owed  his  life  to  his  books. 
But  he  did  not  mark  his  gratitude  by  taking  any  steps  for  their  per- 
petuation as  a  Library.  Part  of  his  Collection,  however,  is  preserved 
at  the  AlexandHna  in  !Bome.  That  portion  appears  to  have  been 
presented,  subsequently  to  the  Collector's  death,  by  one  of  his  heirs. 

(401)  Lewis  de  Bruges  de  Gmthuyse,  ^  1492. 

Paris : — imperial  Library.     [MSS."] 

Gruthxttse  was  a  famous  Collector  in  his  day,  and  the  MSS.  he 
had  gathered  are  of  great  beautv  and  value.  They  were  obtained 
for  the  Imperial  Library  by  purchase. 

(402)  John  Gruter,  *  20  September,  1627. 

Some  : — Vatican  Library.     [MSS.\ 

Some  of  Gbuteb's  MSS.  are  in  the  Vatican,  whither  they  came 
with  the  Public  Library  of  Heidelberg. 

[See  Buland,  Beitrag  zur  Kenntnits  der  Sandschriften  det  Janut 
Oruterus;  Scrap,  xviii,  209-218.] 

(403)  GualteriO  Family  (of  Florence). 

London: — British  Museum  Library.  [Papers and  Correspandsnec.'] 

The  GuALTiBio  MSS.  were  bought  for  the  Trustees  of  the  British 
Museum  in  1854. 
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(404)  Mario  Gruamacci,  •!• 

Volterra: — Ibum  lAlrary.     [Printed  Btxika.^ 
GcAEHACci  gave  his  Library  to  hia  townsfoik  of  Volleir*  ii 
1774. 

(405)  Marquard  Gude,  '^  26  November,  1681 

Wolfenbuettel:— -Z>uca;  Library.     [Printed  Bookt  and  I 

The  Library  of  Marquard  Gude,  or  Grnitra,  waa  bought  il 

by  the  Duke  of  Bkuitbwick.     KicLard  Bbxtlet  had  rainly  a 

himself  to  obtain  its  purcka^e  for  the  Btiy:il  Library  of  Enj^lau 

(406)  William  Guild,  ^  August,  1G57. 

St.  Andrew's  •.—Vnivf^mity  Library.      [  Printed  Boo**.] 
I)r.  Gdild  bequeathed   bis   Library  to    the    Univeraity   < 
Andrew's,  in  whictk  he  had  loug  served. 

(407)  J.  A.  Guenther,  *  isoe. 

Hamburgh: — L^rary  of  the  Society  for  the  Eneouragem 
Art*  and  Manufaetttret.     [Printed  Booig.] 

(408)  Charles  Theophilus  Gulschardt  ('  Quintt 
Icilius'),  *  13  May,  1775. 

Berlin: — Boyal  Library. 

Gcischahdt'b  rather  curioua  Library  was  bought  by  ordw  t 
oldmBBter(and  aponaor  in  a  sort  of  uu-Christiau  baptism),  Fbeui 
the  Great,  as  an  augmentation  of  the  Boya!  Library,  which,  i 
Fbei)£Bick,  received  but  few  gifts  or  acquisitions  of  any  sort. 

(409)  Samuel  Guise,  *  -     ■     . 

liOndon  X— India  O^ce  Library.     [Oriental  MSS.'\ 

The  Oriental  Collections  of  Samuel  GciSE  were  purchased  fo 

East  India  Company's  Library  ;,-■'•■" 

were  removed  to  Westminster,  < 

govern  ment. 

(410)  Peter  Gunning,  Bishop  of  Ely,  >t  6  July,  1 

Cambridge: — St.  John't  College  Library. 

Bishop  GmnfiNO  bequeathed  bia  Library  to  St.  John's  Colle 


Loadenball  Street,  whence 
1  the  abolition  of  the  Comp 
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.  H. 

(411)  John  Hacket,  Bishop  of  Lichfield, 
*  21  October,  1670. 

C&]Xlbridg^6  J — University  lAbrary,     [Printed  Books  and  MSSJ] 

Bishop  Hacket  was  throughout  life  an  emulator  of  the  public 
spirit  and  open-hearted,  as  well  as  open-handed,  liberality  of  his  old 
master,  Archbishop  Williams.  Both  of  them  were  men  who  re- 
membered the  Divine  injunctions,  '  Cast  thy  bread  upon  the  waters^ 
and  '  Withhold  not  thy  hand;*  and  who  obeyed  them,  as  well  in 
the  season  of  adversity  as  in  the  holiday-time  of  prosperity.  In 
IIacket,  as  in  Williams,  this  generosity  of  spirit  went  far  to  atone 
(to  the  Public)  for  mnny  faults.  Hackrt  bequeathed  his  Library 
to  the  University  of  Cambridge.  In  his  lifetime  he  had  also  been  a 
liberal  benefactor  to  the  Library  of  Trinity  College. 

(412)  .     .     .  Haeberlin  (of  Calcutta),  *  1838. 

Tuebingen ; — University  Library,     [Oriental  Collections.^ 

Haeberlin's  Collections  were  acquired  by  the  University  of 
Tiibingen  in  the  year  1838. 

(413)  John  Hales  (of  the  HanaperOflSce),  ^  28  January, 

1572. 

London : — British  Museum  Library.     [Af 55.] 
Hatfield  House  (Hertfordshire)  : — Cecil  Library. 

Part  of  the  MSS.  of  John  Hales,  who  acted  for  a  time  as  one  of 
the  political  agents  of  Lord  Bubohley,  were  eventually  acquired 
by  Robert  Harlet,  Earl  of  Oxford,  and  are  now  in  the  British  Mu- 
seum.    Another  portion  is  at  Hatfield. 

(414)  Sir  Matthew  Hale,  *  25  December,  1676. 

London : — Lincoln* s  Inn  Library,     [MSS,] 

This  illustrious  judge  aud  jurist  bequeathed  his  MS.  Books  to 
the  Honourable  Society  of  Lincoln's  Inn,  by  his  last  Will,  and  he 
then  added  these  words  : 

**  I  desire  that  they  shall  be  kept  safe,  and  hU  together,  and  be 
bound  in  leather,  and  chained.  They  are  not  to  be  lent  out  or  to  be 
disposed  of.  But  if  any  of  my  posterity,  being  of  that  Society,  shall 
desire  to  transcribe  any  book,  and  shall  give  good  caution  to  restore 
it  again  in  a  prefixed  time,  it  is  my  wish  that  they  shall  be  lent  to 
him,  but  only  by  one  volume  at  a  time They  are  a  treasure 

r<5] 


i^ 
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^.i:  not  fit  foreverj  man's  view,  nor  ie  erery  man  c&pable  of  mal 

*\  .  of  them." 

i'- 

4  (415)  Albert  von  Haller,  *  12  December,  17 

*  Milan;— JS'-W"  Libi-ary.     IPrinlcd  Bookt  and  JfSS.} 

t'  Tbifl  fine  CoUectioo  of  a  famous  man  was  bonght  by  tbe  I 

J  Maeia  Thkbesa  in  the  year  177H,  for  2000  louia  d'on.  It  a 

'.  to  about  13,500 ro) urn ee,  printed  and  MS.  together. 
'ij  ' 

■y  (416)  Gerwiii  von  Hameln,  *  1495  ? 

11  Brunswick: — 5'-    An<Irew'»    Ch'irth    Libranj,        {^MSi 

1  Frinted  Booki.'] 

jJi'  ,  Gerwin  von  Haueln  bequeathed  his  Collection  of  books. 

If  number,  to  tbe  Church  of  Mt.  Andrew,  in  BruDBwick,  for  the 

■x\  educated  pereons  dwelling  witliin  Brunswick,  by  hia  Will,  di 

'\\  1495.     ("  Ok  moghen  duaer  Liberey  undl  boeken gebruken,  dot 

''■  studirenje  uttde  tho   leeende    de   erlike    gelarden     Personen 
'Sm^nm,    Brauniehweig   wetende,"  &c.')     Ho  had  placed  this  Libnuv 

I  iTu^p-W.     Church  many  yeara  before. 

;'ij  (417)  Saron  Joseph  von  Hammer-Purgstal 

fl  *  10  December,  IS57. 

t>  YJPnnft!— -fny""'"^  Library.     [MSS.] 

U  Leipaio: — VniversUtj  Library.     [Printed  Booht.} 

g  I  The  valuable  MSS.  of  Baron  von  KAMMEit-PrEo stall's  X 

^  were  sold  to  the  Imperial  Library  of  Vienna  some  years  prior 

^  death.     The  printea  books  were  purchased  (by  order  of  the  M: 

?^i  of  Public  Initruction)  for  tbe  University  Library  of  Leipric  in 

I  Both  Collectiona  were  eminently  rich  in  Orient^  literature. 

(418)  John  Hancock  (of  Boston,  Massachusetti 
1-     -     -     - 

Cambridge    {J^UiMachusellt) .-  —  Harvard    College    Li6r 
[Printed  Book*.] 


Hancock — an  eminent  leader  in  the  American  struggle  foi 
pendence — gave  hia  Library  to  Harvard  during  his  lifetime. 

(419)  Simon  HarcOUrt  (of  Peuley),  *  1724 
London : — BritUh  Muteum  Library.     [MSS.} 
Tho  HABCouttT    Collection   included,   nDiongat   other    « 
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contents,  many  English  State  Papers  and  Chronicles,  a  series  of 
Mediaeval  Treatises,  and  much  Poetrj,  both  English  and  foreign.  It 
was  purchased  by  the  then  Earl  of  Oxfobd  in  1724,  and  is  now  a 
portion  of  the  HarUian  MSS. 

(420)  Julius  Charles  Hare,  ^  23  January,  1855. 

Cambridge  l—Trinity  College  Library.     [German  Library.'] 

Archdeacon  Habe  bequeathed  a  valuable  Collection  of  printed 
books  to  his  College.    It  consisted  mainly  of  German  literature. 

(421)  Francis  Hargrave,  *  16  August,  1821. 

London : — British  Mweum  Library.     [Law  Books,  and  Works  on 
English  History,  Printed  and  MS.] 

[See  Lives  of  the  Bounders  and  Benefactors  of  the  British  Museum 
(Book  III,  c.  2).] 

(422)  TheophUus  Christopher  HarleSS,  *  2  Nov.,  1818? 

Bonn : — University  Library.     [Printed  Books.  ] 

Haeless  bequeathed  his  Library  to  the  University  of  Bonn.     It 
was  added  to  the  University  Collections  in  1818. 

(423)  Robert  Harley,  Farlof  Oxford,  *  21  May,  1774 ; 
and  Edward  Harley,  Earl  of  Oxford,  ^10  June,  1741. 

London : — British  Museum  Library.     [MSS.] 

[See  Lives  of  the  Founders  and  Benefactors  of  the  British  Museum 
(Book  I,  c.  4  and  5).] 

(424)  William  Harris,  *  4  February,  1770. 

London : — Br.  Williams* s  Library.     [Printed  Books.] 

The  Library  of  Dr.  Harris  was  bequeathed  as  an  augmentation 
of  the  Public  Library  founded  by  Dr.  Daniel  Williams,  and  placed 
by  his  Trustees  in  a  building  in  JEted  Lion  Street,  London,  which  has 
recently  been  pulled  down.  The  conjoined  Libraries  of  Williams 
and  of  Harris  are  now  (temporarily)  placed  in  Queen's  Sqaarey 
London. 

(425)  Walter  Harris,  *    .    .    . 

DubUn :— Library  of  the  Royal  Dublin  Society.     [MSS.] 

The  important  MS.  Collections  of  this  Irish  archaeologist  and  his- 
torian were  purchased  by  a  vote  of  Parliament,  and  placed,  for  pub- 
lie  use,  in  the  Library  of  the  Dublin  Society. 
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(426)  Samuel  Harsnet,  Archbishop  of  Tork, 
»i<25  Mny,  1031. 
Colchester:— Town  Library.     [Printed  Booki  mtd  MSS.^ 

'  Archbishop  Ha.B8ITEt  bequeatiicd  his  Library  to  Colcheat 
the  eepecial  eerrice  of  the  Clergy  of  Es^ei.  Some  rem&rks  abo 
Colchest«r  Library  wiJl  be  found  iu  a  former  part  of  this  w 
(Book  III,  c.  2). 

(427)  WilUam  Harvey,  -'/.O.,  *  3  June,   165 

London: — Library  of  the  ColUge  of  I'ht/iiciaiti. 

Part  of  Habtkt'b  MS^.  had  been  deatrojed  in  his  houae  at  Li 
by  the  Farliamen tartan  troops,  soon  after  the  departure  of 
Chables  I  from  "Whitehall.  What  remained  of  thesie  he  b€()ne 
together  with  his  printed  hoolis,  to  the  College  of  PhyBic-tans. 

(428)  William  voii  Hasenburg,  *  1730  ? 

PTa^;Qe: — VniveraiUj  Library.     [.USS.J 

The  Library  of  Von  Hasenbuhu  was  bought  by  the  En 
Chagc.gs  IV,  in  the  year  1370,  and  was  gi^ren  by  the  purcbsi 
the  University  of  Prague. 

(429)  Bohuslaus  1011  Hassenstein  Lobkowil 

*  1510 p 
Eandnitz-on-the-Elbe  •.—LobkoKitz   Library,      [mss. 

Printed  Bookt.^ 

The  remains  of  a  Librurv,  once  remarkable  for  tlie  value  < 
MS8.,  is  still  to  be  seen  at  llaudnitz,in  the  castle  of  the  Lobkc 
family.  Much  of  the  Culleotioa  «aa  destroyed  during  the  den 
ing  wars  of  the  18th  and  17th  centuries. 

(430)  Edward  Hasted,  ►!•  M-  Jammry,  1S12. 

IiOndon: — British  Museum   Library.     \Tauograpkical  and 

MSS.] 

Habted's  mss.  were  purchased,  out  of  a  Parliamentary  grw 
the  British  Museum,  after  the  Collector's  death. 

(431)  Thomas  Hayne,  >i*  27  July,  1045. 
Leicester ; — Town  Library. 

TlioiiiiiH  IIaymi:  bequeatlied  a  small  hut  valuable  Library 
townsfolk  of  Leicester  by  bis  Inst  Will.     How  the  corporab 
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Leicester  were  wont  to  treat  the  books  of  their  benefactor  I  have 
bad  occasion  to  show  elsewhere  [^Memoirs  of  Libraries^  1859,  Vol.  I, 
pp.  749, 750] .  More  recently.  Dr.  Kimbault  has  given  an  instructive 
account  {mNotesand  Queries^  vol.2,p.94;  SrdSer.)  of  his  observations 
during  a  visit  to  the  Library.  Hayke  was  a  schoolmaster  of  Christ 
Hospital,  and  he  was  the  friend  of  S£LD£ir.  Amongst  his  precious 
gifts  to  Leicester  was  that  l^th  century  MS.  of  the  Greek  Testa- 
ment which  is  so  well  known  to  Biblical  philologists  as  Codex 
Leycesirensis. 

(432)  Thomas  Heame,  *  10  June,  1735. 

Oxford  \— Bodleian  Library,     [MSS.'] 

Eawlinsok  acquired,  by  purchase,  many  of  the  MSS.  of  Hearns 
— including  the  long  series  of  his  curious  *  Note-Books'  and  other 
Adversaria — and  bequeathed  them  to  the  University  of  Oxford,  in 
whose  service  the  original  Collector  had  passed  a  considerable  por- 
tion of  his  life. 

(433)  Arnold  Herman  Lewis  Heeren,  ^  7  Mar.,  1842. 

Goettingen : — University  Library,     [Printed  Books, '\ 

Such  books  of  the  Library  of  this  eminent  historian  as  were  already 
in  the  Uniyersity  Library  he  directed  to  be  given  to  the  Gymnasian 
library  of  Gottingen.  All  such  as  the  University  did  not  pre- 
viously possess  he  bequeathed  to  it. 

(434)  Daniel  HeinsiUS,  ^  25  February,  1G55. 

Oxford : — Bodleian  Library.     [Annotated  Boohs.^ 

(435)  Nicholas  HeinsiuS,  *  7  October,  ICSI. 

Oxford : — Bodleian  Library,     [Annotated  BooksJ] 

The  Annotated  Books  of  both  these  eminent  scholars  were  pur- 
chased for  the  Universily  of  Oxford  in  1090,  at  the  sale  of  the 
Library  which  had  been  gathered  by  Dr.  Edward  B£UNAB0. 

(430)  Ebcnezer  HehderSOn,  *  16  May,  1858. 

London  : — Library  of  the  Bible  Society.  [Hebrew  Bibles  and 
Icelandic  Books.] 

So  much  of  Dr.  Hendehson's  valuable  Collection  as  is  mentioned 
above  was  given  to  the  British  and  Foreign  Bible  iSociety,  in  that 
eminent  scholar's  lifetime. 


i 
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(437)  James  Hennequin,  *i*  1 65 1. 

TroyOS; — Town  Library. 
iTm.H  ^^  Libnu7  collected  by  Henkequdi  compriBed  about  , 
Hinicdin  volumee  of  printed  louka  and  a  few  volumes  of  MSS.  I 
d^'MSS%  gueathed  it  to  the  lowu  of"  Truyee,  as  the  fouDdalion  of  aj 
Sw"'™^!!  Collection,  expreasly  deairing  that  it  abould  be  frt-cly  aocM^ 
■l^ct.'        '    iouti  eeux  qui  detireroieiil  1/  entrer,  depuU  midg  ju*quea  a  aoU 

'^1  It  has  suffered  somewhat  from  post  neglect  in  former  dayi 

the  Library  at  Troyes  is  stiil  a  find  one. 

(438)  Robert  Henry,  DM.,  »J4  November,  179' 

LiulitbgOW •.—P"blic  Libraiij.     IPrinled  BuokaJ] 

Dr.  Eobert  Henbt  bequeathed,  in   17ilO,  his  Taluable  Colli 

as  the  foundation  of  a  Town  Library  for  Linlithgow.     They  <i 

as  might  be  expected  from  hia  hterary  pursuits  and  achieveme 

rich  in  the  clsas  of  History,  espeetally  for  Britain. 

(439)  F.  E.  von  Herberstein,  *    .    .    . 

Prague  1 — Univenily  Library.  [I'rinlfd  Booki  and  MSS.'\ 
The  Von  Hebbebstei^  Collection  now  forma  part  of  the  vai 
and  extensive  Library  of  the  ITniveraity  of  Prague.  Petzi 
speaks  of  it  aa  accruing  after  the  date  of  the  suppression  (i 
Austrian  Empire)  of  the  Jesuit  Order,  but  does  not  give  eithi 
date  or  precise  source  of  tbc  ncquiaitiou. 

(440)  Edward  Herbert,  lord  Ikrbert  of  Cherbm 
*  20  August,  1648. 

Oxford: — Jt»va  CulUgt  Library.  \H\»ioncttl  MSS.^ 
IiOndon: — JtritUk  Mrseiim  Lifinny.  [Parf  nf  Corret^mifi 
lij  that  curiouB  tractate  on  education  which  Lord  Hebbeb 
ineerted — somewhat  as  if  lie  had  thrust  it  in  by  the  ehouldei 
hia  Autobiography,  be  speaks  of  himself  as  having  pursued 
suri-ey  ('  pSBfled  over'  is  his  actual  expression,  but  he  employs 
words  in  their  old  and  now  obsolete  sense)  "all  human  literal 
If,  in  truth,  ho  bad  collected  booka  of  some  sort  about  every 
known  in  those  days,  we  may  reasonably  regret  the  diapers: 
much  of  his  Library.  That  it  contained  many  out-of-the-way 
is  certain,  from  iiis  statement  about  its  medical  portion  : — "  I  h. 
my  Library,"  he  suya,  "Pharmacopeia  Lomlinentis,  Paritienni 
slelodaiiiettfu't ;  and  those  ofQucrrelai',  Bntiilcroni,  Bfiiirifeus.  Vai 
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Scordus ;  the  Pharmacopeia  Colonientis,  Au^iufana,  Venetianay  Bano^ 
niensisf  Fhrentina^  JRomana,  Messaneims  ;*^  and  so  on.  For  a  man 
who  is  now  known  chiefly  as  metaphysician  and  historian,  and  who,  to 
his  contemporaries,  was  chiefly  known  as  soldier  and  diplomatist,  the 
minute  study  of  the  materia  medica  is  certainly  a  presumption  of 
almost  universality  in  reading.  For  the  context  shows,  plainly 
enough,  that  he  had  read  these  books,  of  which  he  speaks,  as  well  as 
bought  them. 

Those  of  Lord  Hebbebt's  MS.  Collections  which  are  now  at  Jesus 
College  are  chiefly  historical.  Part  of  his  Correspondence  is  among 
the  Harleian  MSS.  at  the  British  Museum.  The  MS.  of  bis  Auto- 
hiography  was  well-nigh  lost  to  the  world,  haying  been  long  and 
earnestly  sought  for  without  success,  and  being  at  length  discovered, 
I  believe,  in  a  neglected  charter-chest  at  Lymore. 

(441)  John  Godfrey  Jacob  Hermann, 
*  31  December,  1848. 

F]rag^6 : —  University  Library. 

The  Library  of  this  famous  philologist  was  purchased  for  the 
University  of  Frague. 

(442)  John  Henry  von  Heucher,  *  1778? 

Dresden :— Royal  Library. 

Heuciieb's  Literary  Collections  are  now  in  the  Eoyal  Library  at 
Dresden. 

(443)  John  Heuschreck,  *  1474. 

Koemhild: — Church  Library.     [MSSJ] 

Hettschbece  was  parish  priest  of  Bibra,  and  a  Canon  of  the 
Church  of  Borahild.  He  bequeathed  some  books,  both  MS.  and 
printed,  to  the  latter  in  1474.  Some  were  to  be  preserved  in  the 
choir  of  the  church,  ^^pro  nsu  et  utilitate  canonicorum  pnesentium  et 
futurorum,  ut  in  eisdem  libris  leyant,  studeant^  et  alios  lihrorum  cor- 
riganty  Others  were  a  legacy  to  the  pre-existing  Church  Library 
there:  ".  .  .  .  ad  Liberiam.,An  Romhiltlegavity 

(444)  John  Heylin,  ^    .    .    . 

Bristol: — Town  Library. 

The  Library  of  John  IIetltn  contained  also  a  portion  of  that 
which  he  had  inherited  from  Dr.  Petor  Hetlik.  The  combined 
Collections  came  by  gift,  in  176G,  to  the  Town  Corporation  of  Bristol, 
for  public  use. 
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■'  i  (445)  C3onrad  von  Haldesheim,  *i* 

. ,  1  Ratisbon ; — Town  lAbi-unj. 

^■'.  A  Reries  of  .Juridical  MSS.,  Ibrmed  by  Conrad  von  Kri.t>K«Dl 

}  I  was  presented  by  the  Colleitor.  in  1430,  to  the  Towd  of  SaUat 

as  a  groundwork  of  B  Town  Library. 

'  J  (446)  John  ^}elstje^n  Kosenkra,  *  1780, 

■  \  Copenhagen: — BjeUljfm  Library.     [Printed  Book*  «ntl  JO 

I  This  eitonaive  Collection  of  Scundinaviftn  and  otlier  printed  bat 

J  .'  andMSS.  was  bequeathed  in  17s(.i  totliu  Cityof  Co^teohag^n,  a*l 

II  groundwork  of  a  special  Library. 

,^  (447)  Sir  Richard  CoU  Hoare,  •$<  19  M.ij.  183S. 

r[  ■  London: — Brititk  Mutrum  Lilrarij. 

■\\'.  AForeign  Topographical  Library. coutuining  about  2000roluiB 

many  of  them  of  great  value  uud  rarity,  waa  girea   by  Sir  BicUi 

!  ''•  HoABX  to  the  Britiah  Museum  in  lS2o.     The  entire  Collection  k 

i  '.  been  purchased  during  a  ri'sideucc  of  five  years  on  the  Continei 

It  related  chiefly  to  the  local  history  and  lopof;rapby  t>f  Italr. 

.i,;  (448)  Baron  George  A\'illiu!u  von  Holl©ndor^ 

I  Vienna  ! — Itnptrial  lAhrari/.     [Printed  Booki  and  MS3.} 

Baron  von  HoHifirDOBiT's  Library  was  pun^hased  for  the  1id|i 
rial  Library  at  Vienna  after  the  Collector's  death.     A  Cat&loguC' 
it  bad  previoualy  been  printed  at  the  Hague  (1720,  8vo).     Amul 
the  MSt).  waa  a  portion  of  the  vnst  Correspondence  of  Fabbi  I 
.'^:^  PxiBESC. 

'S  (449)  Frincehems  Christian  Augustlii  von  Hohenlob 

Langenburg. 

Stuttgart:— ^"y'  Liira,y.     [Frialed  Itookt  and  MSS.] 
A  poDsiderable  Collection  of  liuguistical  books  waa  bequeath 
to  the  Itoyal  Library  of  W'irlemberg  by  i'rinee   HoiienluUK. 


(450)  lliclinicl  HoldSWOrth,  *  29  August,  1649. 
Cambridge: — If mcertil^  Library.      [Printed  Bookt-I  Emam 

"College  Library.      [Printed Boots.] 
Part  of  the  Library  of  Pr.  Koldsivoiith  whs  bequeatlied   to  t 
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University  of  Cambridge^  and  the  remainder  of  it  to  Emanuel 

College. 

(451)  Thomas  HoUis,  *  1  January,  1774. 

BemO  : — Town  Library, 

Part  of  the  Library  of  Hollis — a  collector  of  unusual  disinterested- 
ness and  extent  of  sympathy,  as  well  as  one  of  unusual  munificence 
in  giving — was  presented  to  the  townsfolk  of  Berne. 

When  he  sent  it  to  the  Council  of  the  town,  Hollis  accompanied 
it  by  a  presentation  note,  thus  expressed  : — "  An  Englishman  ....  is 
desirous  of  having  the  honour  to  present  nine  cases  of  books  to  the 
Public  Library  of  Berne,  as  a  small  token  of  his  unfeigned  respect  to 
that  Canton,  and  to  the  brave,  worthy,  and  free  people  of  Switzer- 
land." 

(452)  Robert  HolmeS,  *  12  November,  1805. 

Oxford \— Bodleian  Library.     [MSS,'] 

Some  valuable  Collections  of  Biblical  MSS.  were  given  to  the 
University  of  Oxford  by  their  Collector  in  his  lifetime. 

(453)  Luke  Holstein,  *  February,  1C61. 

Home  X — Baberini  Library,     [^JPrinted  Books  and  MSS."] 

Part  of  the  Library  of  Holstein  (or  Holstenius)  is  now  pre- 
served in  the  Barberini  Library  at  Home. 

HoLST£iN*s  personal  correspondence  is  occasionally  of  special  inte- 
rest to  the  Historian  of  Libraries,  on  account  of  the  many  researches 
in  them,  and  also  about  them,  in  which  he  was,  at  various  period:?, 
engaged.  It  is  also,  more  incidentally,  of  special  interest  to  the 
biographers  and  to  the  lovers  of  Milton. 

On  one  occasion,  during  the  travels  of  our  great  Poet  in  Italy, 
Holstein  needed  to  make  some  researches  in  the  Laurenziana  at 
Florence.     He  could  not  make  them  in  person,  and  asked  for  the 
friendly  ofiBces  of  Milton.     But  Milton,  it  setins,  was  also  obliged 
to  have  recourse  to  a  substitute.     In  March,  1639,  ho  wrote  to 
Holstein  that  his  attempt  to  satisfy  him  had,  for  the  present,  failed. 
The  poet  complains  strongly  of  the  pedantic  hiudraiun  s  which  then 
obtained  in  the  management  of  the  great  Library  of  Fh)rence,  and 
which  have  continued  to  obtain  in  some  other  great  Libraries  for 
about  two  centuries  and  a  half  later.     ''You  may  not,"  he  says, 
**  even  approach  the  tables  with  a  pen  in  your  hand."     And  then  he 
adds,  with  more  than  usual  energy  of  expression  : — "  Engaged  as  you     i  Muum  to 
are,  in  a  work  so  honourable  and  so  praiseworthy,  I  think  it  dis-  2afch."i(B9 
graceful  if  men,  methods,  and  circumstances,  be  not  made  to  bend  at  (oaoted  by 
your  bidding.-'i  ^-^6,™^ 

Many  years  before,  Holstein  himself  bad  found  reasonable  cause 
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' . ;'  to  camplaiu  of  the  impediinentB  which  made  the  LaurentiflD  Libl 

'    i  rather  a  hindrance  tnau  a   handmaid  to  learaiag,  and  be  toof 

'iV  I  (after  eharpening  the  sib  of  his  pen)  on  one  of  the  caiues  of  bo  ui 

'jl'i  Birable  a  circumatance,  ind  one  which  carries  its  application  heir 

i.  jl  ..    Florence  :— "  This  Libr&ry,"  writes  Holstbix,  "  like  some  others, 

''■'.\.  bIm^^  the  common  defect  of  being  under  the  charge  of  men  who  hara 

\f  DsT'iW    ^''^f^'^^'' ^^'^^S^  °^  *t^''hore,  even  by  Dame.    Bacb  men  we  a 

.!  S  (p«A,  1817.)  iookkeepert."                                                                                           j 

^l  f454)  Michael  HonywOOd,  D.D.,  *  IflSl.     | 

ii':l  IiinCOln: — Cathedral  Lilirary.      [Itemnanlg  of  Prtnlfd  Bookta 

It  "^'-^ 

\  \  Dr.  Hohtwood'b  liberal  gift  of  many  choice  and  precious  bo(^ 

^\\  the  Dean  (hia  Bucceseor)  and  tiie  Chapter  of  Lincoln  was  mode,  em 

f\ '"  in  the  present  century,  the  oecaaionofa  breach  of  trust.    The  bra 

;  !>  of  the  Fouoder'a  trust  was,  in  the  Lincoln  case,   less   flagr&nt 

j.''  degree,  butexoctlyaimilBrinkind,  to  that  committed  by  the  trustee! 

:'  ;!  Archbishop   Tsuiboh,  wlien   they   recently   dispersed  the  Libn 

:  j  founded  by  that  excellent  prelate  for  the  perpetual  use  of  the  Clei 

.,  of  Westminster.     Tbhibos'b  truatees  (with  the  connivance  oft 

't.  ';l  Charity  Commisaionera)  obtained  the  shelter  of  an  Act  of  Parliame 

'i^'  to  enable  them,  without  fear  of  penalty,  to  eTade  the  purpose  m 

'\.f'\  betray  the  trust  of  their  Founder.    They  are,  in  point  of  the  leU 

"t'l  of  the  law,  unassailable  and  blameless.     The  Dean  and  Chapter 

i,  Lincoln  sold  Michael  IIu>~vwoui>'s  books  without  any  Banctioa 

.|  consent  save  their    own.     Uu   the  other  band,  though  they,  tt 

ji,  violated  the  eipreas  "Will  of  a  true  and  generous  benefactor,  lis 

[,'  applied  the  proceeds  (with  strict  faithfulness,  so  far),  accruing  fro 

j'jl  the  sale  of  old  books,  to  the  purchase  of  now  books.     It  was  bm 

^."',  ungenerous  and  unjust,  however,  to  make  such  an  exchange,  for  tl 

,  fli  reasons  : — (1)  They  sold  the  valued^treaaures  of  a  benefactor  to  who 

■\  i'  they  owed  n  fine  and  costly  Library-building — ercctedout  of  bisol 

■  Jfj  puTBO— as  weH  as  a  choice  collection  of  books.    (2)  The  money  i 

St  obtained  to  buy  new  buoks  would  have  accrued,  had  they  waited 
few  years,  from  the  natural  increase  in  the  value  of  the  capitui 
property,  without  any  violation  ol'  llie  trust  of  the  Founder. 

(455)  Frederick  William  Hope,  >i«  15  April,  1862. 
Oxford  : — '  Hope  Library,'  attacked  to  the  Museum  of  Natm 
nUlory.     [printed  Booki.'\ 

A  Collection  of  Books,  very  rich  in  the  literature  of  Natural  H 
I  tory  aud  of  the  Sciences  allied  therewith,  was  bequeathed  to  t 

University  of  Oiford,  in   18C2,  by  Mr.  Hopk,  its  Collector.     1 
also  left  an  endowment  fund  for  its  augmentation. 
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(456)  Stephen  von  Horvath,  *  184... 

Festh : — National  Mu$eum  Library. 

HoBTATH*B  Library  was  purohased  for  the  National  Museum 
of  Festh. 

(457)  Thomas  Howard,  Earl  of  Arundel,  *  1646. 

London  t — Boyal  Society^ 8  Library,  [Printed  Books,"]  HeralcCM 
College  Library,    [Heraldic  MSS.]     BritUh  Museum,    [Other  MS8,] 

The  Library  of  this  magnificent  Collector — who  spent  so  much 
both  of  life  and  fortune  in  amassing  the  choicest  treasures  of  litera- 
ture, science,  and  art — is  almost  as  widely  scattered  as  the  Abundel 
Mabbles  or  the  Abundel  Pictubss.  Of  the  sad  state  of  neglect 
in  which  it  was  left  by  the  carelessness  of  the  Collector's  eventual 
heir,  Mr.  Henry  Howabd  (afterwards  Duke  of  Norfolk),  John 
Etelyn  has  given  a  curious  and  instructive  account  in  his  Memoirs. 
For  an  account  of  the  circumstances  of  the  eventual  partition  of  the 
surviving  part  of  the  Library  between  the  three  London  Libraries 
above  named,  and  also  of  the  nature  and  historical  importance  of  the 
Abundel  MSS.,  the  reader  is  referred  to  Lives  of  the  Founders  and 
Benefactors  of  the  British  Museum  (Book  II,  c.  8). 

(458)  Charles  d'  Hozier,  *  1  December,  1660  ? 

\— Imperial  Library,     [Genealogical  MSS.] 


The  MSS.  of  D'Hoziee  were  purchased  for  the  Eoyal  Library 
of  France  by  order  of  Lewis  XIV. 

(459)  Baron  von  HuepSCh,  ^  1805  ? 

D&imst&dt  \ — Bucal  Library,     [Printed  Books,] 

The  fine  Library  of  Huepsch  was  purchased  for  Darmstadt  afler 
the  Collector's  death. 

(460)  Peter  Daniel  Huet,  Bishop  of  Avranches^ 

^  26  January,  1721. 

Paris : — imperial  Library.     [Printed  Books  and  MSS.] 

Asllblirnham  Plaoe  {Sussex)  : — Lord  Ashburnham's  Library, 
[MS.  Correspondence,] 

Bit$hop  lIuET  bequeathed  the  books,  which  he  counted  as 
amongst  his  most  precious  possessions,  to  the  Jesuits,  after  many 
anxious  cogitations  about  the  choice  of  trustees,  for,  as  he  hopeo, 
their  assured  permanence  as  a  Public  Library. 

When  the  Jesuits  were  suppressed  the  Huet  Collections  were 
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of  the  student  of  science,  and  particularly  those  of  the  student 
of  the  physical  sciences  and  of  their  practical  applications. 

(46  5)  Robert  Huntillgton,  Bishop  of  Raphoe, 

*  2  September,  1701. 

{itlOxAx— Bodleian  Library.     \MSS,'\ 

A  valuable  Library  of  MSS.,  chiefly  Oriental,  was,  in  part,  given 
to  Bodlet'b  Library  by  this  eminent  Collector;  and,  as  to  the 
remainder,  was  purchased  from  his  executors.  It  had  been  gathered 
during  many  years'  travel  in  the  Levant. 

(466)  Philip  Hurault,  Bishop  of  Chartres^  *  1622. 

Paris  : — Imperial  Library,     [MSS."] 

A  Collection,  containing  418  volumes  of  MSS.,  was  purchased  (for 
12,000  livres)  in  order  to  the  augmentation  of  the  Eoyal  Library  of 
France,  in  1622,  from  the  Executors  of  Bishop  Hubault. 

(467)  John  Hurault  de  Boistaille,  *    .    .    . 

Paris  \ — Imperial  Library,     [^Greek  MSS.'] 

The  Greek  MSS.  of  John  Hubault  are  also  in  the  Imperial 
Library.     Possibly  they  were  inherited  by  the  Bishop  of  Chartres. 

(468)  Diego  Hurtado  de  Mendoza,  *  1502. 

The  Collection  of  this  celebrated  diplomatist  was  chiefly  formed 
during  his  long  residence  at  Venice  as  Ambassador  for  Spain.  He 
was  indefatigable  in  his  efforts  to  obtain  Greek  MSS.  from  Constan- 
tinople and  other  parts  of  the  Levant,' and  when  it  became  his  good 
fortune  to  be  the  means  of  ransoming  a  captive  son  of  the  reigning 
Sultan  he  solicited,  it  is  said,  that  any  reward  which  might  be  con- 
ferred upon  him  siiould  take  the  shape  of  a  present  of  MSS.  Besides 
his  more  direct  acquisitions,  he  employed  skilful  scribes,  at  Bome 
and  elsewhere,  to  transcribe  for  him  famous  Codices. 

(469)  Thomas  Hyde,  *  18  February,  1703. 

London: — British  Museum  Library.     \_MSS.] 

Oxford  X—Bodleian  Library,     ^MSS,] 

Part  of  the  Oriental  MSS.  of  Dr.  Hyde  are  now  preserved  in  the 
old  *  Royal  Collection'  at  the  British  Museum,  having  been  pur- 
chased, for  the  Queen,  after  his  death.  Other  MSS.  of  his  are  in 
the  Bodleian,  of  which  he  was  so  long  Principal  Librarian. 
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(470)  Edward  Hyndman,  *  lOlS. 

Oxford  :—rriBi/y  College  Library,     [MSS.'\ 
The  Library  of  Dr.  Smtsohxs  came  to  Trinitr  Coll^ 
bequeBt. 


(471)  M.  Imbert  de  Oange,  *    .    .  ' 

Paris.' — Imperial  lAhrary.     IPrin/eil  llook),] 
The  Litorai7  Collections  of  ^[.  Ihbebt  were  bought,  for 
livrea,  for  the  Eoyal  Library  of  Fraoci.',  by  order  of  Lewis  2 


\  (472)  Joseph  Ren^  Imperiali,  Cardinal,  4»  1 

I  Home  : — Imperiali  Library.     [Printed  Books.'] 

.^  Cardinal   Imfebia.Li    bcqueatlied   liis   Library,   in    triut 

Public,  to  his  nephew  Friiico  Franca\illa,  and  be  also  left  ui 
'*j  meiit  fund. 

{  (473)  Joseph  Dominick  d'lnguimbert,  MisA 

f  Carpenlras,  *i?  1757, 

]  Sishop  IlTGtTlUfitBT  be>quea,thed  bis  Library  to  the  Metn 

i  Town  of  his  See,  aa  a  Free  Public  Libmry  for  the  towns 

J  1787.  AaaTrappiatmonkbeieknownby  thenameofDoinBt 

I  (474)  Andrew  d'ltaliQSki,  •!•  20  June,  182' 

*  St  FetentlnU^h  l— imperial  Library. 

4  Italimski  bequeathed  his  Library  to  the  Imperial  Collet 

H  St.  Fetenburgh.     Hi»  own  Collection  was  peculiarly  rich  in  C 

I  boobi.     It  had  been  formed  during  two  succeasira   emban 

EuBsia,  to  Constantinople,  and  enlarged  durioff  the  Collectoi 

sequent  retirement  at  iiome.    The  Fmperor  Nicholas  pn 

the  heire  of  d'lTAliKSKi  with  a  gift  of  45,000  roubles, 

J. 

(475)  Francis  Henry  Jacobi,  '^  1819. 

Berlin  ; — Soyal  Libmnj.     [Prin/eil  Boots.'} 
The  Library  of  Jacobi  was  purdiaaed  by  tbe  King  of  Pi 
in  IS19,  and  added  to  the  lioyal  Library  nt  Berlin, 
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(476)  Henry  Joachim  Jaock,  ^     .     .     . 

Bamberg  : — Royal  Public  Library.     {^Printed  Books  and  MSS."] 

This  eminent  and  most  laborious  of  Librarians  bequeathed  to  the 
institution  over  ^bich  be  had  presided,  with  so  much  honour,  for 
many  years,  all  his  personal  Collections  in  Literature  and  Arch»- 
ology,  and  also  the  residue  of  his^personal  estate,  so  that  in  him  this 
celebrated  Library  may  almost  be  said  to  have  had  a  second 
Founder.* 

(477)  Jagellon  Family. 

Cracow: — University  Library.     [Printed  Books.'] 

One  of  the  Princes  of  this  £unou8  family  bequeathed  his  Library 
to  the  University  of  Cracow. 

(478)  John  Christopher  Jancke,  ^  1835. 

606rlitZ  I — Library  of  the  Upper  Lusatian  Academy  of  Sciences. 
Jancee's  Library  came  to  Goerlitz,  by  bequest,  in  1835. 

(479)  Thomas  JefTersOII,  *  4  July,  1826. 

Washington ; — Congress  Library,     [Printed  Books,'] 

The  Congress  of  the  United  States  passed  a  vote  of  supply  for  the 

purchase  of  the  Library  of  Jeffebson,  as  an  augmentation  of  its 

own  Library  in  the  Capitol  at  Washington. 

(480)  Sir  Lionel  Jenkins,  ^  1  September,  1685. 

London : — Rolls  House.     [MSS,] 

QyfnrH  •.—Jesus  College  Library.     [Printed  Books  and  MSS.] 

The  MS.  Collections  of  Sir  Lionel  Jsneiks  are  preserved  in  the 
new  Kolls  House  in  London.  Part  of  his  Library  was  given  to  Jesus 
College. 


(481)  John  Sobieski,  Kin^  0/ Poland,  *  179G. 

St.  Fetersbnrgh  ?     Imperial  Library  ? 

Part  of  the  Library  of  this  illustrious  sovereign  has,  I  believe, 
found  its  way  to  the  Russian  capital,  in  common  with  so  many  other 
Polish  spoils. 

(482)  John  AdolphuS,  l>ui:€  of  Saxe  WeissenfeU. 

Leipsic : — University  Library.     [Printed  Books  and  MSS.] 

Part  of  the  Library  of  Duke  Joun  Adolphus  is  now  preserved  in 
the  TJniversity  Library  at  Leipsic. 

*  An  interesting  and  appreciative  review  of  Jaeck's  life  and  labonra,  drawn  np 
with  much  ability,  will  be  found  in  the  8th  volnmc  of  Serapeum,  pp.  305 — 316. 
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(483)  William  Frnncis  Joly  de  Fleury, 

*  2:.'  Miirch,  1756. 

Paris  ; — imperial  Librarij.     [.VSS.] 

The  Juridical  and  other  BJSS  of  Jolt  de  Fledbt  w6i«pui 
for  the  augmentation  of  the  llnvdl  Library  after  tlie  OwU 
death.  They  iacladed  Bevernl  autograph  tracts  on  mattcn  '4 
prudence. 

(484)  Inigo  Jones,  ^  24  October,  1073. 

Oxford: — Wnree»ter  College  Lilirnnj.  [MSS.  and  Drawim 
IiOndon: — BritUh  Mtm^um  Libriinj.  ^MSS.  and  Vrawinf: 
The  MSS.  and  DrawinjB  of  Inigo  Jonkb  are  preserved 

Library  of  Worcester  College.    A  few  othera  are  preserved  ama 

Collections  of  the  British  Musi>um, 

(485)  John  Jones,  Becfor  of  Bouhe-llurst,  in  Bi 

*  1770? 

London:— Dr.  WUIianu't  Library.      [MSS.] 

This  Collector  bequeathed  hia  MSS.  to  Dr.  Williams's  Li 

Amongst  them  is  a  curioua  volume  of  Tracts  and  Ijettera  by 

lating  to  Raleoh.     They  are  merely  transLTipts,  but  Botnc 

originals  from  which  they  were  taken  appear  to  have  beoa  lost 

(486)  William  Jones,  F.B.S.,  »i<  July,  1740, 

Shirbnm  Castle  {Oxfordshire).      [Printed Book»  and  MS 

A  valuable  printed  Library  and  an  oxtonsive  series  of  Ital 

tical  MSS.  were  bequeathed  by  Wiiltiim  Jones  to  the  second  ] 

Macclebfikld.     Jonxs  was  the  friend,  and  oceasioQally    thi 

lldential  editor,  of  Nxwtok. 

(487)  Sir  William  JoneS,  ^  i7  April,  1794. 

IiOndon  : — Royal  Socielj/  Library.      [,1/SS.] 

The  Oriental  MSS.  of  tliia  celebrated  scholar  (aon  of  fl 

Jones,  F,R.S.)  were  given  to  the  Itoynl  Society  by  his  wido? 

WllLiAM,  like  his  father,  had  been  a'i'ellow  of  thiit  Society. 

(488)  Benjamin  JonSOn,  '»¥  16  August,  1G37 

Cambridge:—'^'.  JohiCa  CalUye  Library.      [Printed  Bool 

Some  Priiilcd  Buolis  from  JoNsoH's  Library  arc  now  presei 


NOTICES  OF  COLLECTORS.  [97] 

the  Library  of  St.  John's  College.     It  is  probable,  but  not  esta- 
blished, that  they  came  by  the  poet's  gift. 

(490)  Joseph  John  Baptist^  Archduke  of  Austria, 

*  1828. 

Graetz : — Johanneum  Library,     [^Printed  BooJesJ] 

The  Printed  Books  of  Archduke  Joseph  were  bequeathed  to  the 
Johanneum  of  Qraetz. 

(491)  Joursanvault  Family. 

Paris : — Imperial  Library,  [Part  of  Charters,  State  Papers,  and 
other  Muniments.'] 

London  : — British  Museum  Library.  [Part  of  Charters,  State 
Papers,  and  other  Muniments,] 

(492)  Stanislas  Julien,  ^  .     .    • 

Paris : — Imperial  Library.     [Chinese  Prints,  Books,  and  MSS,] 

The  Chinese  Library  of  Julien  was  purchased  for  the  increase  of 
the  Imperial  Library. 

(493)  N.  H.  Julius,  *  .     .     . 

fiambnrgll : — Toum  Library.     [Printed  Books  and  Tracts.] 

A  Collection  of  between  2000  and  3000  Books  and  Pamphlets 
formed  by  Dr.  Julitts  was  given  to  the  Town  Library  of  Hamburgh 
in  1858.  It  is  especially  noticeable  as  including  an  extensive  series 
of  works  on  various  departments  of  social  science. 

(494)  Julius,  Duke  of  Brunswick,  ^  .    .     • 

Wolfenbuettel : — Ihical  Library.     [Printed  Books,] 

The  fine  Library  gathered  by  Duke  Julius  is  part  of  the  exten- 
sive treasures  of  the  existing  Library  at  Wolfenbiittel. 

(495)  Francis  Junius,  ^19  November,  1G77. 

Oxford : — Bodleian  Library.     [Printed  Books  and  MSS.] 

Francis  Junius  (or,  in  the  vernacular,  Du  Jow),  who  had  long  been 
Royal  Librarian  in  England,  bequeathed  his  Literary  Collections  to 
Bodley's  Library.  He  had  often  profited  by  its  stores  in  early  life, 
and  by  its  world-famous  liberality  to  foreign,  as  well  as  to  native, 
scholars ; — a  liberalitv  which  is  not  one  of  the  least  considerable  of 
the  many  causes  which  have  made  the  word  '  Oxford '  a  household 
and  honoured  word  abroad,  as  well  as  at  home. 

[7J 
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r.H,   J  .^eiii  Jungmann,  ^  IC  Xovemljer, 

T—  L.'  rsrr  cf  Jry-rifAvy.  •n-.ir.entlr  rich  in  AVest-i 
a:.-:  rr-^-  -ij-lv  in  E:'::c-n::an.  literamre.  was  purchased  iVora 
:Vr  :!,t.-  Ir:  :»r:al  Librarv  of  Sr.  Petersburgh  in  1S56.     It  c 


K. 


(497;  Joseph  Keble,  *  August,  1710. 

liOndon  : — ^iroys  Inn  Lihrnnj.     'Legal  MSS.^ 

Mr.  St-rj»aiit  Kr-i:i.E  bequoatlu'd  his  Library  to  the  Ho 
Society  of  Grav's  lun.  of  which  he  was.  I  believe,  a  Benchei 

(10-)  Juhn  Kendall,  *  .    .    . 

Colchester : — P^'hUc  School  Lilrarg.  'Sold — with  the  t 
the  Chant II  Commissioners — in  1S65. 

The  history  of  tlic  Library  bequeathed  by  the  Founde 
*  Friciuls'  School '  at  Colcliester  is  verv  instructive,  alike  as 
}io\v  tlic  ])ros<Tit  Charity  Commissioners  exercise  the  powers  e 
to  them  by  Parliament,  and  as  showing  the  evil  results  wb 
from  the  iiincleqiiacy  of  the  provisions  of  the  'Public  Librai 
I  See  Hook  I,  e.  4. 

Kkndall  war*  a  genuine  lover  of  books,  and  he  was  anxioi 
])er|»et nation  of  liis  Library.  He  bequeathed  the  Collection. 
for  the  Public,  as  a  C(msultinjj.  not  a  Lending,  Library,  a 
especially  for  tlie  use  of  tlie  Teachers  and  Scholars  belongiz 
Priendrt*  School.     The  Trustees  neglected  their  duty. 

Upon  a  very  one-sided  and  inadequate  representation  of  t 
the!  nresent  Trustees  of  the  School  obtained  the  sanctioi 
Ciiaritv  Commissioners  to  the  sale  o^  the  Library,  in  ISO* 
di'clared  that  the  books  were  useless — to  the  School.  The  C 
e.xtended  to  only  lOMO  volumes;  eighteen  of  these  one  thoui 
thirty  brou^lit  more  than  a  hundred  and  tifty  pounds. 

That  the  Founder  desired  the  perpetuitt/  of  his  Collet 
Public!  use  is  unquestionable.  That,  to  conscientious  Tnis 
I'uldic  Jiibraries  Act  otlered  machinerv  for  makin!:»  Kendal. 
(lalion  th(^  basis  of  a  *  Free  Library'  for  Colchester,  is 
uiKjucstioiiable.  And  the  Founder,  whose  earnest  wishes  ^ 
set  at  nought,  had  ^iven  to  that  Town  three  thouHaml  j>ound^ 
his  books. 
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(499)  White  Kennett,  Bishop  of  Peterborough, 

19  December,  1728. 

Peterborough : — Cathedral  Library,     [Printed  BooJcs.'] 
liOndon : — British  Museum  Library.     [MSS,"] 

MaDj  of  Bishop  Kennett's  MSS.  are  preserved  in  the  Library 
of  the  British  Museum.  His  printed  Library  was,  I  believe,  be- 
queathed to  his  Cathedra],  although,  in  practice,  he  had  made  it  a 
Public  Librarv  long  before  his  death.  [See  Memoirs  of  Libraries^ 
Vol.  I,  p.  692.] 

(500)  Benjamin  Kennicott,  *  18  August,  1783. 

Oxford : — Bodleian  Library,     [MSS.I 

Dr.  Kennicott  gave  an  important  series  of  MSS. — chiefly  Biblical 
— to  Bodley's  Library. 

(501)  John  Keppler,  *  15  November,  1630. 

Vienna : — Imperial  Library,     [Printed  Books,  and  part  of  MSS."] 

Pulkowa* — Library  of  the   Imperial   Observatory,      [Part  of 

MSS.] 

Keppler' s  Autograph  MSS.  and  MS.  Collections  on  Astrono- 
mical subjects  appear  to  have  formed  no  part  of  the  purchase  made 
for  the  Imperial  Library,  after  the  Astronomer's  death.  The  point, 
indeed,  is  not  absolutely  certain  as  to  all  of  them  ;  but  such  is  the 
most  probable  conclusion.  James  Babtsch,  son-in-law  to  Ejbppleb 
and  his  last  assistant  in  his  labours,  seems  first  to  have  had  the  charge 
of  the  MSS.  Some  twenty  years  after  Keppleb*s  own  death  his 
MSS.  appear  to  have  been  at  Koenigsberg,  in  the  possession  of  his 
only  surviving  son,  Lewis  Keppleb.  After  his  death,  in  1663,  they 
appear  to  have  passed  by  purchase  to  the  historian  Heltetiub 
[Philosophical  Transactions,  of  1671]  ;  and,  in  turn,  the  son-in-law  of 
Heltetius  inherited  them,  in  1687.  From  him  they  passed  to 
Hausch,  the  Editor,  in  1718,  of  a  small  portion  of  their  contents 
(J.  Keppleri  aliorumque  Epistola  mutuai),  Hausch  was  too  poor 
either  to  continue  his  work  or  to  retain  his  MSS.  He  pledged 
them,  at  Frankfort,  for  a  trivial  sum  of  money,  and,  being  unable  to 
redeem  them,  they  passed  successively  into  the  hands  of  several  persons 
wholly  unable  to  estimate  their  value.  Accident,  however — after 
many  years — brought  them  to  the  knowledge  of  von  Mubb,  and, 
mainly  at  his  instigation,  they  were  purchased  by  the  Empress  Cathe- 
BINE  II  of  Russia,  in  1774.  By  her  they  were  given  to  the  St.  Peters- 
burgh  Academy  of  Sciences.  More  than  half  a  century  afberwards, 
the  Academy  presented  them  as  a  contribution  towards  the  noble 
Astronomical  Library  now  attached  to  the  Pulkowa  Observatory. 

As  Hausch  possessed  them,  the  Keppler  MSS.  were  contamed 
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in  twenty  folio  uid  two  quarto  volumea,  bouud ;  beaidea  soil 
bound  papers  and  charta.  Of  the  twenty-two  bound  toI 
eighteen  came  to  BuMia,  and  nre  now  at  Pulkowa.  Two  of 
are  in  the  Imperial  Library  at  Vienna.  The  others  cannot  ni 
trawd. 

That  the  two  Vienna  volumes  were  no  part  of  the  original 
chase  made  from  Eepflbb's  hein  in  evident  from  the  fact  thai 
were  in  Hauscb's  pOBseBiion  in  1712.  One  of  them  atill  n 
hia  binding. 

(502)  William  King,  Archbighop  of  Dabltn, 
*  8  May,  1739. 

Derry; — Clergy  Library.      [Part  of  Printed  Library.] 

Dublin:— ^""'y  CoUtge  library.     [MSS,} 

Part  of  the  Librai;  of  Archbishop  Ejko — a  Collection  of  | 
Talue — was  given  by  the  CoUector,  in  his  lifetime,  to  Derry. 
remainder  (consisting  chiefly  of  21SS.)  was  bequeathed  to  Tri 
College. 

(503)  John  Kinsky,  •$<  10  .  . 

Tiennai — Imperial  Library.     [Printed  Bookt.~] 

John  Kdiset's  Literarv  Collections  were,  soon  after  his  da 

purchased,  by  the  then  Emperor,   for   the   Imperial    Library 

Vienna, 

(504)  Co»«;  Kinsky,  ^  1777. 

PrajfU6  : — Univerrily  JAbrery,     [Printed  Books,  $«.] 

The  Library  of  Count  Kckbky  now  forms  part  of  that  of  i 

University  of  Prague.     I  am  nnaware  whether  the  accesaiona 

by  bequest  or  by  purchase. 

(606)  Richard  Kirwan,  XZ.O.,  *  1812. 

S&lem  (XanaeAtuetli)  : — Philosophical  Library  . 

Part  of  the  Library  of  this  eminent  Irish  Scholar  and  Natun 
came  to  Salem — by  means  quite  other  than  peaceful.  It  is  she 
in  that  quiet  village  of  Maasachusctts  as  a  trophy  of  war,  liai 
been  captured  at  sea,  not  far  from  the  coast  of  Ireland. 

(500)  Frederick  Maximilian  von  Kliuger, 
•}«  25  February,  1831. 
Dorpat  ■.—University  Library.     [Printed  Boot*.'] 
Klinoeb's  Library — of  about  6000  volumes — woa  purchased 
the  increase  of  the  UniverBity  Library  of  Dorpat  in  1845. 
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(507)  J.  P.  Kohl,  *  1788. 

AltOIIA  : — Gymnasium  Library.     [Printed  Books.^ 

The  Library  of  Professor  Kohl  was  purchased  for  Altona  after 
the  Collector's  death. 

(508)  Theodor  Kortuem,  *  4  March,  1858. 

NeUStrelitz  l — Ducal  Library.     [Printed  Books, "} 

KoBTUM*s  Library — of  about  1600  volumes — was  added  to  the 
Grand  Ducal  Library  of  Neustrelitz,  by  the  gifb  of  the  Collector's 
widow,  in  1858. 

(509)  Ulrich  Krafft,  *  1520? 

TJIm  I — Town  Library.     [MSS.  and  Printed  Books."] 

The  Town  Library  of  TJlm  was  founded  by  this  Collector,  in  the 
year  1516,  by  the  bequest  of  his  own  Collections.  Part  of  these 
have  survived  all  the  wars,  commotions,  and  minor  perils  of  three 
hundred  and  fifty  years. 

(510)  Count  Joseph  Krawkowski  von  Kolowrat, 

Frag^O  J — National  Museum  Library.     [Printed  Books,"] 

Count  Kbawkowski  gave  his  Library  to  the  National  Museum  of 
Bohemia  in  the  year  1818. 

(511)  G.  F.  A.  Kuenhaus,  *  1786. 

Erfurt : — Synod  Library.     [Collection  of  Bibles.] 

L. 

(512)  Lewis  Charles  de  La  Baume  Le  Blanc,  Duie 

of  La  Valliere,  ^  .     .     . 

Paris : — Arsenal  Library,     [Printed  Books  and  MSS.] 

The  splendid  Library  of  La  Batjme  Le  Blanc,  Duke  of  La  Yal- 
licre,  became  the  foundation  of  the  existing  Library  of  the  Arsenal 
by  purchase. 

(513)  Francis  GRUDii,  Sieur  de  La  Croix  du  Maine, 

*  1592. 

Paris ! — Imperial  Library.     [MSS,] 

Part  only  of  the  vast  Collections  of  this  famous  amasser  of  Histo- 
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C  rical  MS3.  have  been  preserved.     They  were  obtcuned  for  the  II 

1*  rial  Library  by  porchase. 

',  (514)  Jerome  Lagomarsini,  ^  iB  May.  1773^ 

fi  Borne  •.—Soman  College  Library.      [MSS.] 

4i  The  choice  and  curious  &IS.  Coilectious  on  Ciceko  of  tMa  dii 

1 1  guished  Italian  scholar  oow  form  port  of  the  Library  of  tU«  Ba 

^1  College. 

"'*  (615)  Arthur  Lake,  Bishop  of  Bath  and  Wi^,  '' 

,  :  "i*  4  May,  \U-2li. 

I  -i  Oxford  l—Neto  College  Library,     [rriiifed  Booka  and  MSS.] 

,     <(  Wells:  — '^'''*n''-n/  Librarij.      [Printed  Books  and  MSS.^ 

'    jj  Worcester ; — Cathedral  Library.      [Printed  Bookt  and  JtSS. 

■  '  I  Fart  of  Bishop  Laee's  Library  was  given  to  New  College,  in 

;    I  Collector's  lifetime.     This  portion  was  Baid,  at  the  time,  to  be  wi 

■l_  — in  the  money  of  that  day— about  four  hundred  pounds.     He  ' 

„  also  a  liberal  contributor  towards  the  Cathedral  Librttriee  of  H 

■^  ceater  and  of  Wells. 

j  (516)  Peter  Lambech,  *  ifiso. 

Tienna : — Imperial  Library.     [Printed  Books  and  MSS.] 
The  valuable  Library  of  Peter  L.vuoech  (who  had  been  Librsi 

to  the  Emperor)  was  purchased,  after  the  Collector's  death,  for 

Imperial  Library. 

(517)  John  Baptist  T.ami,  ^  G  February,  1770. 

Florence: — Sieeardian    Library    \Part  of  Printed    Baok»  j 


ifSS.]  i   Biarveeltiau  Library.     [Part  of  Printed  Books  and  MSS. 
Part  of  the  Library  of  this  scholar  and  author  was  bequeathei 
the  Sicearduma,  and  the  remainder  to  the  MarucelUana. 

(518)  Claude  Lancelot,  "J"  15  April,  1G95. 

Paris  ; — Imperial  Library.     [MSS.~\ 

Part  of  Lancelot's  MSS.  bavo  merged  into  the  vast  Cotlectie 
the  Department  of  MSS,  in  the  Imperial  Library. 

(519)  John  Mary  Lancisi.  >i<  21  January,  1720. 

Kome  l—Laacitian  Library.      [Printed  Books  and  MSS.] 
Lancisi  gave  bis  Library,  in  1711-,  as  the  groundwork  of « 
Public  Library  for  Rome. 
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(520)  Marquess  Ferdinand  Landi,  *  1850? 

FlaCOntia : — Landi  Library,     [Printed  Books  and  MSS.] 

Tbe  Marquess  Landi  bequeathed  his  extensive  and  choice  Library 
at  Placentia  to  Trustees,  for  the  use  of  the  Public,  by  his  Will  of 
10th  December,  1846,  and  by  a  Codicil  to  that  Will  in  1849.  He 
niso  bequeathed  for  its  augmentation  an  endowment  fund,  producing 
4000  lire  yearly,  and  made  provision  for  its  continuance  in  the  family 
mansion,  and  for  its  full  accessibility.  Within  a  few  years  of  the 
founder's  death  the  number  of  volumes  reached  43,000.  The 
Library  includes  an  extensive  series  of  MSS. 


(521)  John  Langermann,  *  17C2? 

Hamburgh : — Toum  Library.     [Printed  Books,'] 

A  Library,  containing  about  7000  volumes  of  printed  books,  col- 
lected by  Lanoebmann,  was  added  to  the  Town  Library  of  Ham- 
burgh, by  gift  of  the  Executors  of  the  Collector,  in  1762. 

(522)  John  Larpent,  *  1824. 

London ; — Bridgewater  House  Library.  [MS,  Plays  by  English 
Authors.] 

In  1853,  Lord  Ellesmebe  purchased  several  hundred  MS.  Plays 
written  between  1737  and  1824.  They  are  the  copies  which  were 
sent  officially  to  the  Licensers,  and  therefore  often  contain  omitted 
passages  and  sufficiently  curious  notes ;  with  a  large  body  of  corre- 
spondence, relating  to  dramatic  censorship,  entirely  unpublished.  In 
its  present  form  the  censorship  dates  from  1737,  and  it  was  Mr.  Lar- 
pent (iji  1824)  who  obtained  his  predecessors'  MSS.  They  were 
sold  by  his  widow  in  1825  for  £180,  and,  thirty  years  afterwards, 
were  offered  to  the  Trustees  of  the  British  Museum  at  the  same 
price.    The  Trustees  declined  the  purchase. 

(523)  Constantine  Lascaris,  ^  1493. 

Messina : — Town  Library,     [Part  of  MSS,  and  Printed  Books.] 
EsCOrial : — Royal  Library,     [Part  of  MSS,  and  Printed  Books,] 

This  eminent  Greek  grammarian  and  helper  in  the  revival  of  learn- 
ing in  Western  Europe  bequeathed  his  Library  to  Messina.  But 
part  of  it,  during  the  wars  m  Italy,  was  carried  off  to  Spain.  Some 
of  the  books  suffered  in  the  great  fire  at  the  Escorial.  Some  still 
survive. 
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(524)  John  Lascld,  *  156M 

Basel;— rown  Library.   {_Parl  of  Printed  Bookt  amdMSi 

EsCOrial ; — Royal  Library.      [Part  of  Printed  Book*  am 

Part  of  the  Library  ofBRisMia  descended  to  his  friend 

(by  a  bargain  between  the  tKo.  in  virtue  uf  which  the  eurvi 

to  inherit  the  Literary  CoUections  of  the  other),  and  of  t 
bined  Collection  a  portion  came  to  the  Library  at  Basel  \ 
portion  went  to  Spain,  and  is  still,  I  believe,  tn  the  Escoi 
third  portion  came  to  London,  and  was  long  preaerved  in  a 
Library,  founded  by  foreign  refugees.  Of  its  preeent  pla/^  of 
I  am  unable  to  give  any  satia feet or>'  and  trustworlby  account 
I  have  reason  to  think  that  tbe  bouke  survive. 

(525)  M.  Laterrade,  *  .    .    . 

Paris: — Imperial  Library.  [Collection  of  Prints  and 
itifft,  $T.] 

A  vast  Collection  of  Portraits  and  other  Prints  relating 
French  Bevolution,  formed  by  Latebuade,  ie  now  in  the  li 
Library  at  Paris,  It  was  purchased  either  from  the  Collec 
from  his  Executors. 

(526)  John  Latham,  M.D.,  *  4  Pebruaiy,  IS 
London: — BrilitA  Mmeum  Library.     [MSS.] 
The  Collectiona  on  Hampshire  Topography  of  Dr.  L1.THAI 

purchased  for  the  British  Museum,  and  are  now  MSS.  Addit 

28,774—26,781. 

I  (527)  LatiDius  Latioi,  ^  21  January,  1593, 

Si  ViterbO ;— Cathedral  Library.     [Pi-inted  Booki.^ 

'•'•'  A  Library — said  to  be  rich  in  annotated  books— formed  I 

eminent  scholar,   now   forms    part   of  tlie  Capitular  Collect 


(528)  BeatuR  F.  A.  J.  D.  Latour  Chatillon 

ZurlaubeU,  ^  \'A  March,  171)5. 

Aaran : — Public  Cantonal  Library.     [Printed  Books  and  Jl 

Tliu  fine  Library  of  Baron  Zcrlauben  (eminent  both  as  1 

lector  and  aa  a  military  writer)  waa  purchased,  by  the  Senate 

Canton  of  Aargau,  aa  the  foundation  of  a  Library   for  tbe  C 

and  was  established  in  Aarau,  the  chief  town  of  the  Canton. 
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(529)  William  Laud,  Archbishop  of  Canterbury, 

*  1645. 

Oxford : — Bodleian  lAhrary  [MSSJ]  ;    St.  John's  College  Library 

[MSS,]. 

London: — Lambeth  Palace  Library  [State  Papers]  ;  Rolls  House 
[State  Papers,'] 

That  open-handed  public  spirit  which,  in  Archbishop  Laud,  was 
not  a  whit  less  conspicuous  than  was  his  political  rashness,  or  his 
inability  to  sympathise,  mentally,  with  his  political  opponents  (so  as 
to  realise  to  himself  either  their  aims  or  their  stand-point),  made  him 
a  liberal  contributor  and  fellow- worker  with  Bodley,  in  his  youth,  for 
the  creation  of  the  great  central  Library  of  Oxford,  notwithstanding 
his  eager  and  lifelong  interest  in  the  augmentation  of  the  specifd 
Library  of  St.  John's  College — to-  which  he  may  be  said  to  stand 
almost  in  the  relation  of  second  Founder.  His  gifts  of  MSS.— espe- 
cially of  Oriental  and  other  Biblical  MSS. — to  the  Bodleian  were 
magnificent.  Not  less  so  were  his  benefactions  to  St.  John's.  Part 
of  his  State  Papers  fell  into  the  hands  of  Pbyiine.  Another  portion 
is  preserved  at  Lambeth.    And  yet  another  is  in  the  Kolls  House. 

(530)  John  de  Launoi,  ^  10  March,  1678. 

Laon : — Town  Library.     [Part  of  Printed  lAbrary,] 

By  his  last  Will,  Launoi  divided  his  books  between  the  Missions 
of  the  Place  Boyale  at  Paris  and  the  Seminarists  of  Laon.  From 
the  monastic  owners  last  named  it  passed^  eventually,  to  the  Town 
of  Laon. 

(531)  Charles  Leber,  *  1838? 

Souen : —  Town  Library.     [Printed  Books,  ^c] 

The  splendid  Library  of  Lebeb  was  purchased  by  the  Town  of 
Bouen,  in  1838,  for  70,000  francs.  There  is  a  special  Catalogue  of 
it,  which  extends  to  four  volumes^  in  print. 

(532)  John  Giles  Le  Port,  *  9  February,  1718; 
and  James  Henry  Le  Port,  *  3  October,  1751. 

Liege :  —Archives  of  the  Town,     [MSS,] 

The  very  remarkable  Genealogical  Collections  of  these  eminent 
Antiquaries  (father  and  son)  contain — (1)  710  Genealogies  of  noble 
and  conspicuous  families,  not  alone  of  Belgium,  but  of  other  coun- 
tries, elaoorately  drawn  and  illustrated.  (2)  Extensive  and  miscel- 
laneous Collections  of  Genealogy.  (3)  Genealogical  Collections  re- 
lating specially  to  the  City  and  Province  of  Liege.  The  first 
Collection  is  arranged  in  twenty-five,  the  second  in  twenty-seven 
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volumes.    The  third  ia  anbuund,  but  is  arranged  in  caiae 
nearlj  3000  faeadinga. 

(533)  Anne  Lewis    Francis- de-Pmile  Le    Fff 

d'Ormesson  de  Noyseau,  ^  1794? 

Paris: — Imptrial  lAbratij.     [I'rinU,  ^-c.] 

An  extensive  Collection  of  Portraits  and  other  lli^torica] 
formed  during  manj'  years'  researcli  by  Lk  li'EvnK  d'Orhb 
now  an  important  constituent  of  t!io  magnificent  and  olmoot 
quite)  unrivalled  Print-Boom  of  tlie  Imperial  Library. 

(534)  George  WiUiitm  von  Leibnitz,  ^171 
HftUOTCr : — Royal  Library.  [3ISS.  and  Printed  Book*.'] 
TheeiteoBiTe  Literary  and  Historical  CollectionB  of  Ll 

were  bequeathed  by  bim  to  tlie  Royal  Library  of  HaDover. 

of  his  Autograph  Letters  were  intliided  in  the  sale  of  Libri  ] 

London,  in  March  and  April,  ltJ39.     They  have,  probaU 

added  to  the  ABbbumham  Library  in  Susaex. 

(535)  Robert  Leiglltozi,  jirc/ibis/top  of  Glaegi 
1  Fcbruaiy.  1084. 
Dtmblane : — Cathedral  or  Episcopal  Library. 
Archbishop  Leiohtoh  bequeathed  his  Library  tta  the  grou 
of  a  Public  Collection  for  Dunblane. 

(536)  John  Lelaud,  ^  18  April,  1552. 
Oxford  :—Bodlnan  Library.    [MSS.] 
Hatfield  House  {Hertfordshire).    [MSs.] 

London ; — British  Museum  Libnmj  [MSS.] ;  Soils  Houm  [ 
Part  of  the  MS.  Collections  of  Li^i.ijsd  are  now  iu  the  B« 
by  the  gift  of  William  Burton,  a  worthy  follower  in  Ll 
atepa.  Another  portion  was  obtained  by  Lord  Bitroiii.et, 
now  at  Hatfield.  Many  papers  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  ui 
gatherer,  Sir  Eobert  Cotton,  and  are  now  io  the  British  M 
Others  wure  long  preserved  in  the  Chapter  Houae  of  AVestt 
and  are  now  in  the  new  Bolla  House. 

(537)  Albert  Le  Mire,  *  IGIO. 

Antwerp  -.—Towtt  Library.     [Prinfed  Booksand  MSS.] 
The  Library  of  Le  Mike,  containing  important  Collect!' 
the  Hiatorv  of  JJolgium,  waa  bequeathed  to  the  Town  of  Ai 
by  the  Collector,  to  be  kept  oa  a  Public  Library. 
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(538)  Peter  Le  Neve  {Norroy  King -of- Arms)  ^ 

^  24  September,  1729. 

liOndon : — British  Museum  Library.     l^MSS."] 

Part  of  the  MSS.  of  Peter  Le  Neve  are  in  the  British  Museum. 
Part  have  been  dispersed.  Nearlj  total  dispersion  has  been,  I 
believe,  the  fate  of  the  large  Collection  of  his  relative  and  brother- 
antiquary,  John  Le  Nete,  author  of  the  Fasti  Ecclesiw  Anglicana, 

AmoDg  the  Le  Nete  Papers  in  the  Museum  are  some  Letters 
and  MS.  Collections  on  Heraldry.  These  form  part  of  the  Harleian 
Library,  and  were  purchased  by  Lord  Oxfobd.  (See  Wanley's  MS. 
Diary.) 

(539)  Sampson  Lennard,  ^  August,  1633. 

London : — British  Museum  Library,    [Heraldic  MSS  J] 


(540)  Leonard,  of  Vinci  (in  the  Valdarno), 

*  2  May,  1520. 

Windsor  Castle :  —  The  Queek's  Libbaby.  [Drawinys, 
Sketches,  and  MS.  Notes.'] 

Milan : — Ambrosian  Library,  [Physico-Mathematical  MSS,  and 
Sketches.'] 

Had  the  suryiving  MSS.  of  this  famous  man  borne  any  &ir  pro- 
portion to  the  extent  of  his  studies,  or  of  those  achievements  which 
his  energy  enabled  him  to  crowd  into  a  less  space  than  the  ordinary 
threescore  years  and  ten,  they  would  have  been  not  less  encyclopaB- 
dical  in  their  character  and  breadth  of  subject  than  large  in  num- 
ber.    But  the  £Eite  of  his  MSS.  has  been  singularly  unfortunate. 

When  Fbancis  the  First  invited  Lionabdo  to  France,  the  great 
artist  left  his  books  and  drawings  in  the  charge  of  his  friend 
Francis  Melzi  at  Valpiro.  Subsequently,  he  gave  them  to  Melzi 
by  bequest.  1  By  the  year  1687,  they  had  fallen  into  such  neglect,  \piot,c^H» 
that  a  dishonest  tutor  employed  in  the  Melzi  family  was  able  to  n^tde  rjau^ 
extract  thirteen  volumes  of  MSS.  and  Drawings  from  an  old  paper  eJ!''  ^^''  ' 
chest  without  detection.  He  carried  them  to  Florence,  in  the  hope 
of  selling  them  there.  At  Florence  they  attracted  the  attention  of 
a  scholar,  one  Mazzenta,  who  became,  at  least  in  intention,  the 
means  of  restoring  them  to  the  Melzi  family.  But  when  he  offered 
them  to  the  then  head  of  it,  Horace  Melzi,  he  was  told  that  he  was 
welcome  to  keep  them  for  himself.  '*  1,*'  said  Horace,  '*  have  a  lot 
of  boxes  full  of  them  in  my  garrets,  and  they  are  more  than  I 
want.  You  needed  not  to  have  given  yourself  the  trouble  of  bring- 
ing me  these."  The  news  of  Melzi*s  'liberality'  spread  abroad, 
and  he  soon  had  more  applicants  for  Da  Vinci  Sketches  and  MSS. 
One  of  these  told  him  that  if  he  had  given  the  thirteen  volumes  to 
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(544)  John  Leyden,  *  28  August,  1811. 

London: — British  Museum  Library,  [MS.  Collections  and  Cor- 
respondence.^ 

Leydek's  MSS.  were  purcliased  from  his  Bepresentatives  by  the 
Trustees  of  the  British  Museum. 

(545)  Edward  Lhwyd,  *  July,  1709. 

Shirbum  Ca49tle  {Oxfordshire).     [MSS.] 

Middle  Hill  {Worcestershire).     [MSS.] 

IiOndon  X — British  Museum  Library.     [MSS.] 

Part  of  the  Archaeological  MSS.  of  Lhwyd  are  at  Shirbum, 
whither  they  came,  by  the  bequest  of  William  Jokes,  P.B.S.,  to 
the  second  Earl  of  Macclesfield.  Another  portion  of  Lhwyd's 
MSS.  was  purchased  by  Sir  Thomas  Sebbight,  of  Beechwood. 
These  were  eventually  sold  by  public  auction.  A  part  of  those  so 
sold  is,  I  belieye,  now  in  the  Middle  Hill  Library.  Others  are  in 
the  British  Museum.  The  Sebright  part  of  the  Collection  ex- 
tended to  150  volumes,  relating  chiefly  to  the  antiquities  and  the 
philology  of  Ireland  and  of  Wales. 

(546)  Cbi^w^  WiUiam  Libri 

Ashburnham  Park  {Sussex).  [Part  of  MSS.  coUecied  by 
him.] 

(547)  Duncan  Liddel,  17  December,  1613. 

Aberdeen  : — Mareschal  College  Library, 

Dr.  LiDDEL  bequeathed  his  Library  to  Mareschal  College. 

(548)  Baptist  de  Lignamine,  BisAop  of  Fadua, 

*  1455. 

Padua  l^Si.  John's  Library.     [MSS.] 

Bishop  Baptist  deXiGKAHnrs  gave  his  MSS.  by  Will  to  St.  John's 
Library  at  Padua,  in  1455. 

(549)  Peter  LigoriO,  ^  1580. 

Turin : — Archives.     [Autograph  MSS.] 
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(550)  .    .    .  \on  Lindenau,  ^ 

Altenborgh: — Ci/mnaaium  Library. 
Von  LiMUKNAO  gave  hia  Libraty  to  the  Gyi 
burgh  during  hie  lifetime. 

(551)  John  Lindsay  (of  Balcarres),  Lord  Mem 
^  3  September.  1598. 

Edinbui^h : — Advocates'  Library.      [BUlorieal  lUSS.J 

Thegreaterpartof  LordMKNMurit'g  MS.  CoUectione,  bettei 

M  the  '  Balcarres  MSS.,'  relate  to  tlie  affairs  of  Scotland  dm 

reign  of  Mazy.     It  iacludes  a  masa  of  State  Correapaudeti 

France. 

(552)  Charles  LlnnEBUS,  >¥  10  January.  177 

IrfmdOn:— Xtwirt""!  Sodehj  [Printed  Bookg,  MS.  Con 
mee,  and  Mutnttn]  ;    British  Museum  LUran/  [Part  of  IdSS.' 

Charles  Likh^ds  tbc  younger  purchased  the  Libraiy  ai 
aeum  from  his  mother,  but  Burn-ived  only  until  1783.  At  bii 
the  Collections  reverted  to  the  vendor,  by  inheritance,  and  w< 
to  Sir  J.  E.  Smith.  By  gift  of  the  ultimate  purchaser  they  ( 
the  Linniean  Society,  of  vhich  he  was  the  founder. 

(B53)  Joseph  Nicholas  de  Lisle,  •{<  11  July,  13 
Paris  I — Librarj/  of  the  Naval  Department      [Attrmutmit 

Oeographical  Collections. 1 
The  scientific  CoUectiona  of  De  Lible  came  to  the  Fren 

miralty  by  a  purchase  of  Lewis  XV. 

(554)  Clement  LittiU,  <¥  I5S0. 

Edinburgh: — Vniversi/i/  Library/.      [Prinlrd  Boots  and  i 
This  Collection  woa  the  groundwork  of  the  existing  Lib 
Edinburgh  University. 

(555)  Ferdinand  von  Lobkowitz,  ^  .     . 

RaildnitS*OIl>£lbe  : — Lobkowit:  Library. 

[See  No.  429.] 
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(556)  J.  D.  Loevensen,  *  i7io. 

Hanover: — St.  Gileses  Church  Library,     [Printed Books.'] 

This  Library  was  bequeathed  to  St.  Giles's  Church  bj  tbe 
Collector. 

(557)  James  Logau  (of  Pennsylvania),  ^  .     .     . 

Philadelphia : — Town  or  Franklin  Library,     [Printed  Booki.'] 

LooAN  bequeathed  his  Library  as  an  augmentation  to  that  which 
FBAiirKLiN  had  founded  for  the  Town  of  PUladelphia. 

(558)  Augustus  Lomenie  de  Brienne,  ^  1C38. 

Paris : — Imperial  Library.     [State  Papers  and  other  MSS.] 

liOndon: — British  Museum  Library.     [State  Papers  and  other 

MSS.] 

For  an  account  of  the  curious  incident  which  brought  part  of  the 
papers  of  this  famous  Collector  and  statesman  to  London,  I  refer 
the  Beader,  once  again,  to  Lives  of  the  Founders  and  Benefactors  of 
the  British  Museum. 

(559)  Abbe  de  LoUVOiS,  *  .     .     . 

Paris  J — Imperial  Library.     [MSS.] 

Abbe  de  Louvois'  Papers  were  purchased  from  his  heirs  for  the 
Imperial  Library. 

(560)  Sir  Hudson  Lowe,  ^10  January,  1844. 

London  : — British  Museum  Library.     [MS.  Correspondence,  ^eJ] 

Sir  H.  Lowe's  Correspondence  was  purchased  by  the  Trustees  of 
the  British  Museum  in  1854. 

(5C1)  Andrew  Lucchese,  ^  .     .     . 

Girgenti : — Town  Library. 

This  Collector  bequeathed  his  Library  to  the  Townsfolk  of  Ger- 
genti. 

(5C2)  Ami  Lllllin,  *  .     .     . 

Geneva :—  Town  Library.     [  Printed  Books.] 
Lulliit's  Library  is  preserved  at  Geneva  for  public  use,  by 
bequest  of  the  Collector. 


[112]  BOOK  /r— HISTORICAL 


(563)  John  de  LlUnley,  Lord  iMmley,  ^1© 

London  :—B"'mA  Maamim  Library.     {Printed  Boolu  ant 

Shirbom  Castle.    [J'"'-'  o/ Printed  Booi^.} 

Oxford: — Bodleian  Library.  [Part  of  Printed  Bookt-I 
Thelost  Lord  LuuLEY  had  inherited  partof  the  Literary  Col 
of  the  family  of  FixzaJiAN,  nnd  iiaJ  purchased  part  of  the  Lil 
Archbishop  Cbuiueb.  His  Library  was  purebtwed  by  Prince '. 
BOQ  of  King  James  L  Od  the  Prince's  death  part  of  it  cam) 
Boyal  Library.     Another  part  wae  dispersed.   Some  books,  fl 

tart  of  the  LuMi-ET  and  Prince  Hkskt  CoUeetioas,  are 
birbum  Caatle.  Others  are  in  the  Bodleian.  ^VTiat  rema 
the  Koyal  Collection,  as  Gkoboe  11  had  inherited  it  (rom ! 
deceMors  on  the  throne,  w&s  given  by  bim  to  the  nation  in  1' 

(564)  Martin  Luther,  >i*  IS  February,  154( 
Wolfenbuettel :— Dkco/  Library.  [Part  of  MSS.-] 
Part  of  Luthkb'b  Library  waa  bought  at  Erfurt,  of  the 
AuBiPABKH,  by  Duke  JoLius  of  Bruoswick,  about  tbe  yes 
Another  and  larger  portion  <if  what— if  preserved  intact- 
bare  been  a  priceless  treasure,  has  been  dispersed.  A  fei 
ftre  still  preserved  in  the  Dniveraity  Library  of  Halle. 

(565)  Daniel  LysOUS,  ^  ISOO. 
London  l^Brititk  Miuettm  Libranj.     [M5S.  and  Printed 

(566)  Charles  Lyttleton,  Bis/toj)  of  Carltsh 
^  17(!"J. 
AshbnmluUll  Fla06 : — [MS.  Corretpondenee-I 


M. 

(567)  Nicholas  Machiavelli,  'i'  22  June,  15 
•i<  2  May,  1C21. 

Florence  ;—Po^"''"<  Library.  [MSS.  and  Corretponden 
London  ! — British  Muteam  Library.  [Part  of  Corretpom 
Part  of  the  MSS.  of  Macuiatelli  came,  after  his  death,  i 
hands  of  his  friend  Suonaccobst  ;  but  it  is  hard  to  trace  the 
sequent  history.  On  that  point,  1  have  consulted,  in  va 
official  (and  moat  valuable)  Stattetica  delle  Biblioteehe  d^l 
d'ltalia,  drawn  up  by  order  of  the  Minister  Natoli,  in  1865. 
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(568)  Sir  George  Mackenzie  (of  Rosehaugh),  ^  .     . 

Edinburgh : — Library  of  the  Faculty  of  Advocates.  [Printed 
Books  and  MSS.^ 

This  eminent  Collector  and  Advocate  gave  his  Library  to  the 
Faculty  in  his  lifetime. 

(569)  William  Maclure,  *  1818. 

Philadelphia: — Academy  of  Natural  Sciences.  {^Printed  Books.'] 

Dr.  Maclube  gave  his  Library,  as  the  groundwork  of  a  Public 
Collection,  to  the  Academy  of  Natural  Sciences  of  Philadelphia. 

(570)  Thomas  Madox,  *  1733. 

IiOndon: — British  Museum  Library.  [Historical  MSS.  and 
Records.] 

Madox*s  Collections  are  invaluable  for  British  History.  They 
were  given  to  the  Museum  by  his  Widow.  The  series  embraces  the 
labour  of  the  best  years  of  the  Collector's  life. 

(571)  Nicholas  Magens,  *  .    .    . 

Manchester  \—Free  City  Library. 

Of  the  curious  Commercial  Library  formed  by  Magenb,  and  now 
at  Manchester,  I  have  already  given  some  notice  in  the  present 
volume.     (See  c.  iv  of  Book  I.) 

(572)  Anthony  Msgliabechi,  *  1747. 

Florence  : — National,  or  Magliabechian  Library.  [Printed  Books 
and  MSS.] 

[See  Book  III,  c.  vi.] 

(573)   Cardinal  Angela  Mai,  ^  8  September,  1854. 

Kome : — Vatican  Library, 

This  fine  Library,  rich  in  linguistics  (6950  volumes  of  Printed 
Books,  and  292  MSS.),  was  bought  by  Pius  IX  for  the  sum  of  19,733 
scudi.  Of  the  remarkable  career  of  the  great  scholar  who  collected 
it,  the  following  is  an  epitome;  derivea,  in  part,  from  his  recent 
biographer : — 

Angelo  Mai,  bom  at  Schilpario,  in  the  Province  of  Bergamo, 
7  March,  1774,  was  the  pupil  of  Luigi  Mozzi,  a  Jesuit.  He  joined 
that  order,  in  the  Duchy  of  Parma,  in  1799 ;  then  went  to  Milan,  and 
was  made  a  Doctor  of  the  Ambrosiana.  Here  he  entered  on  his  true 
vocation,  amidst  its  Palimpsests. 

[8] 
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been  gathered  by  M.  Feuillet  de  Conchbs,  to  whose  liberality  her 
recent  Editor,  M.  Latalleb,  is,  I  believe,  indebted  for  the  commu- 
nication of  between  nine  hundred  and  a  thousand  several  documents. 

(577)  Nicholas  Malebranche,  *  1715. 

Paris : — Library  o/M,  Feuillet  de  Conches.     [MSS,] 

The  rich  and  precious  MSS.  of  Malebbakche  descended  to  John 
Felix  Adby,  the  Oratorian,  in  virtue  of  his  heirship  to  the  Jesuit 
Ahdr^,  the  well-known  friend  of  the  French  philosopher.  From 
Adry  they  came  to  Millon,  at  whose  death,  in  1840,  a  considerable 
portion  of  Malebbanche's  papers  was  acquired  by  their  present 
possessor. 

(578)  Sir  John  MalCOlm,  *  31  May,  1833. 

IiOHdon: — British  Museum  Library.       [Collection    qf  Persian 

MSS.] 

Sir  J.  Malcolm's  MSS.  were  bought,  in  1864,  by  the  Trustees  of 
the  British  Museum 

(579)  Edmund  Malone,  *  25  May,  1812. 

Oxford :  — Bodleian  Library.     [Part  of  Printed  Library.] 

Malone's  Library,  rich  in  Shakesperian  literature,  was  be- 
queathed to  the  Bodleian.  Its  treasures  have  scarcely,  in  1868, 
been  fairly  examined  and  explored. 

(580)  Marquess  Yrederick  MaXlfcediDij  *  1829? 

Padua : — Seminary  Library. 

A  choice  and  extensive  series  of  Prints,  bequeathed  to  the 
Seminary  Library  at  Padua  in  1829. 

(581)  Anthony  Mary  Manni,  *  about  1730. 

Florence  : — Magliabechian  Library. 

Makni's  Library  was  given  to  the  Magliabechiana  by  the 
Collector. 

(682)  William  Lort  Mansel,  D.D.,  *  .     .     . 

Oxford : — Jesus  College  Library.     [Printed  Books  and  MSS.] 
The  fine  Library  of  Maksel  was  bequeathed  to  Jesus  College. 
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(583)  Thomas  Mansell,  Lord  ManneU  of  Mar^a 
*  1723. 

IiOndon '. — -British  Uluieum  Lttraiy.     [CoUeetiott  t^  Ctiarta 
Lord  Maksell  gave  bis  Collection  to  Lord  Ozroao.     It  CU 
the  MuBeiun  aa  part  of  the  Ha&lkiak  MSS. 

(584)  Robert  Mapletoft,  iji  20  August,  1677. 

Ely; — Cathedral  Library/. 

This  Collector  gave  liia  books  to  Ely  by  hie  last  Will.  Dr.  Sti 
TOFT  alao  bequeathed  £100  to  tbe  University  of  Cambridge, 
contribution  towards  the  purcboef' money  necessary  for  the  acq 
tion  of  the  Oriental  Library  of  Jamefl  Oolics.  That  Colieo 
however,  or  much  of  it,  was  acquired  for  the  Bodleian,  munly  b] 
exertions  oflfarcissus  Miasn,  then  Principal  of  Alban  Hail. 

(585)  Prosper  Marchand,  ^  14  June.  1756. 

IiOyden; — Vnivertily  Library.      [Printed  Book*  and  MSS.] 
Mabchattd  bequeathed  his  Library  to  Leyden. 

(686)  Anthony  Marsand,  •!<... 

Paris ; — Louvre  Library.      [Petrarehian  Library. '\ 
MAKBAKn'a  Librarj',  rich,  above  all,  in  Petrarehian  literature, 
bought,  in  1826,  for  ihc  Louvre, 

(587)  William  Marsden.  *  1836. 

IiOndOni — King's  College  Library.      [Printed  Boots,  ^.'] 

(588)  George  P.  Marsh,  <i'  ■    .     . 

Burlington  (Vermont): — Vermont  College  Library.  [Pri 
Book».~\ 

This  eminent  writer  gats  bia  Library  to  Vermont  College. 

(589)  Narcissus  Marsh,  Archbishop  of  DttbHn, 
*.     .     . 

Dublin  \—^!arsh's  Public  Library.      [Printed  and  MS.  Libr, 
Oxford  :— Bodleian  Library.     [Oriental  MSS.] 
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(590)  Thomas  Marshall,  Bector  of  Lincoln  College, 

*  13  April,  1685. 

Oxford :  — Bodleian  Library,      [^ISS,'] 

Dr.  Mabshall  bequeathed  to  the  Bodleian  a  Collection  of  MSS., 
159  in  number,  most  of  which  were  Oriental,  together  with  all 
such  printed  books  in  his  Library  as  were  not  already  to  be  found 
in  the  Bodleian  Collection.  « 

(591)  Lewis  Ferdinand  Marsigli,  *  1  Nov.,  1730. 

Bologna  : — University  Library,     [MSS,  and  Printed  Boohs,'] 

Count  Lewis  Ferdinand  Marsigli,  a  native  of  Bologna,  was 
eminent  alike  for  his  great  knowledge  of  the  arts  of  war,  and  for  his 
severe  calamities  in  most  of  his  campaigns.  Marsigli  attained 
greater  eminence  still  by  a  higher  faculty  and  a  rarer  fortune. 
Amidst  the  bitterest  trials  of  a  Turkish  captivity  at  one  period,  and 
of  professional  disgrace  at  another,  he  always  found  consolation  in 
profound  scientific  study,  and  made  his  personal  misfortune  the 
source  of  great  public  services.  He  had  uniformly  continued  to  be 
a  hard  student,  whether  serving  in  the  field  or  languishing  in  a 
Turkish  prison.  Amidst  circumstances  of  life  which  forced  him 
almost  perpetually  to  be  a  wanderer,  he  attained  great  distinction, 
not  only  as  a  soldier,  an  engineer,  and  a  naturalist,  but  as  an  Oriental- 
ist, as  a  student  in  many  widely  remote  departments  of  archaeology, 
and  as  a  practical  hydrographer.  And  in  every  one  of  these  varied 
pursuits  he  kept  directly  public  and  philanthropic  aims  steadily  in 
his  view.  In  his  native  town  he  was  the  founder  of  a  Museum,  a 
Library,  an  Academy  of  Arts  and  Sciences,  and  of  a  Public  Print- 
ing Office,  richly  furnished  with  Greek  and  Oriental  founts,  as  well 
as  with  the  more  ordinary  stock  of  types,  and  established  expressly 
that  it  might  work  for  scholars  at  prime  cost.  No  man  could 
better  enter  into  the  personal  enjoyments  of  intellectual  culture  for 
culture's  sake ;  and  Marsigli  gave  much  more  than  half  of  his 
active  mental  life  to  the  direct  service  of  the  Public  and  of  posterity. 

Count  Marsigli's  gift  to  the  University  of  Bologna  included 
a  collection  of  Greek,  Arabic,  Turkish,  and  Persian  MSS.,  partly 
gathered  during  his  imprisonment  or  on  his  return  from  it ;  and 
another  considerable  series,  both  of  printed  books  and  manuscripts, 
chiefly  on  the  physical  sciences.  When  once  reorganized,  the  TJni- 
versity  Library  grew  apace.  Within  but  a  few  years  of  the  gift  by 
Marsigli,  part  of  the  Collections  of  Buonfiglioli  and  of  Aldo- 
BRAKDiNi  were  added  to  it. 

(592)  Michael  De  MaroUeS,  *  6  March,  1681. 

Paris : — Imperial  Library,     [Prints,  ^c] 

An  extraordinary  Collection  of  Prints,  chiefly  historical,  amassed 
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bjr   MABOLtBe,   wflfl   actjuireiL   by  parchaae,    for    the    thfn 
library  at  Paris,  after  the  Coneetor'a  death. 

(593)  Prancis  Martin,  >£•  .    .    ^^H 

Caen  '.—Towtt  Libmnj.     [Printed  Book*.]  ^^| 

Fart  of  the  ine  Library  left  by  MA.KTi)!r  (Abbot  of  tlt«  11 

terj-  of  the  Cordeliers)  satt'ered  from  the  ravages  of  the  Beroli 

ieta,  but  a  very  valuable  remnant  of  it  is  atill   preaerred  ^ 

Town  Library  of  Caen. 

(594)  John  Martyn,  ►!<  29  January,  1768. 

Cambridgfe:— .Bo/aiiic    Garden    library.      [Printed  Bookt 

The  Botanical  Library  and  other  Colleotioas  of  Mabttit 
given  by  him  as  a  groundwork  for  the  University  Botanic  Gai 
and  Library  at  Cambridge,  seven  years  before  hia  deatlu 

(595  Peter  Martyr,  '^  12  November,  1562. 

Geneva:— r<wn  Library.      [Printed  Book*  and  MSS,] 
The  Libraty  of  Peter  Maktte  was  bought,  in  the  year  1565 
the  Town  of  Geneva,  for  the  augmentation  of  its  Pubhc  Library 

(696)  Francis  Marucelli,  '^  •    ■    . 

Florence  I — Mamcr/Han  Library.      [Printed  Books  and  MSi 
Francis  Marecelli  bequeathed  to  Florence,  together  with 
endowment  fund,  a  Colleetion  of  books  which  became  the  foundal 
of  the  large  and  fine  Libniry  that  now  boars  his  name. 

(597)  Henry  MaSOn,  "i*  .     .     ■ 

Oxford ; — Sratencse  College  Lifiriiry.      [  Printed  Boak«.'\ 
According  to  an  old  writer,  TTeury  Mason  gave,  in  his  lifeti 
a  valuable  Library,  together  with  a,  fund  for  its  augmentation 
Brasenose.     But  tliere  is  no  prc^iiac  record  of  the  fact. 

(598)  Robert  Mason,  *  1841. 

Seeond  Founder  n/  the  Library  of  Queen's,  Oxford. 
The  Rev.  Bobert  Mason  was  not  himself  eminent  among  bi 
collectors,  but  heia  a  Prince  among  the  Founders  and  Benefactoi 
Libraries.  To  Queon's  he  gave  £30,000;  to  Bodley's  Libr 
£30,000.  The  entire  sum— £06,000— was  to  be,  and  is,  applie< 
lh<'  purchase  of  books. 
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(599)  Jean  Baptiste  Massillon,  *  28  Sept.,  1742. 

ClennOUt : — Town  Library,     [Printed  Books  and  MSS,] 
Part  of  the  Library  of  ^LLBBILLON  is  preserved  at  Clermont. 

(600)  Camillo  De'  Massimi  {Papal  Nuncio  in  Spain), 

*  1660? 

London: — British  Museum  Library,     {_MS,  Correspondence,] 

The  Diplomatic  Correspondence  of  this  eminent  Nuncio  was  pur- 
chased by  the  Trustees  of  the  British  Museum. 

(601)  Increase  Mather,  *  23  August,  1723. 

(602)  Cotton  Mather,  *  13  February,  1728. 

Worcester  (Massachusetts)  : — Library  of  the  American  Anti- 
quarian Society.     [Printed  Boohs,] 

The  Libraries  of  these  two  eminent  Divines  of  New  England  were 
given  to  Worcester,  by  a  descendant  of  the  Collectors. 

(603)  Matthew,  BisAop  of  Worm,  "^  1415. 

Heidelberg : — University  Library.     [MSS.] 

A  remnant  of  the  MS.  Library  bequeathed  to  the  Elector  Pala- 
tine by  Matthew,  Bishop  of  Worms,  is,  I  believe,  still  preserved 
at  Heidelberg. 

(604)  Tobias  Matthew,  Archbishop  of  York,  *  1629. 

Bristol ; — Town  Library,     [Printed  Boohs.] 

York : — Cathedral  Library,     [Printed  Books^] 

Archbishop  Matthew  was  a  genuine  lover  of  books.  He  gave 
part  of  hia  Collection,  in  his  lifetime,  to  Bristol,  as  the  beginning  of 
a  Public  Library  for  the  Town.  The  gift  was  liberally  welcomed, 
and  zealously  seconded,  by  the  contemporary  Corporation,  and  as 
grossly  neglected  by  their  successors  in  Georgian  days.  At  length — 
that  they  might  be  no  longer  bothered  about  its  maintenance — they 
turned  it  into  a  Private  Subscription  Library  in  1775.  The  exer- 
tions of  Mr.  TovET,  of  Bristol,  and  of  some  other  citizens,  redeemed 
this  dit^grace,  quite  recently ;  after  a  lapse  of  more  than  two  genera- 
tions.  The  remainder  of  the  Archbishop's  Libraiy  was  given  by 
his  widow  to  York  Cathedral.  This  residue  contained  more  than 
three  thousand  books.  In  recording  their  gratitude  to  Mrs.  Mat- 
thew, the  Dean  and  Chapt<5r  remark  of  it,  that  it  was  "  a  rare 
example  that  so  great  care  to  advance  learning  should  lodge  in  a 
woman's  breast."     But  at  least  another  example  has  to  be  recorded 
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whilet  these  sheeta  are  jiaasin^  through  the  preae.    [See  c  iv  or 
I,  and  also  the  enti?  under  "  William  Sii.T,"  hereafter.] 

The  Deaa  and  Chapter  also  recorded  od  this  occaaion  tba 
Tery  honourable  to  theiuselveB,  that  their  Zjibrarf  w^aa  a  Fublifl 
"TBrough  this  Church,"  eaj- they,  "her  liberality  flom  apot 

country The  booke  are  given  to  public  uae,"      Oo  maxij  O 

books  which  the  Archbishop,  in  hia  lifetjine,  gave   to  Bndrti 
wrote  this  inscription : — 

Tohlni  Eborat^m. 
Viu  inilii  ChrirtM. 


(605)  Edward  Maurice,  Bhhop  of  Ossory,  «i<  171 
Kilkenny  :—i>''"'"''n  Library.     [Printed  BooIm.] 
Bishop  Madbice  be(|ueathed  his  Library  to  Kilkenny  by  bit 


(606)  ^i>  Thfiodore  Turquet  de  Mayeme, 
^  15  March,  1655. 

London: — Library  of  the  CuUege  of  Phyiieiani  [Prinlfd  Boe 
RolU  Houae  [Letlert,  l-c'.]. 

TuBQUET  DE  Mateiine  bpqiieathed  his  Library  to  hia  profe«n 
colleagues  and  brethren.  Ht;  waa  eminent  in  hia  day,-  but  of 
it  was  said,  with  more  tliao  the  cominou  emphasis,  that  lie 
deeply  indebted  to  the  earth  for  hiding  hie  bad  work.  A  9 
book  and  some  of  his  Cor respon deuce  is  in  the  Bolls  Hou»e. 


(607)  M.  de  Mazaugues,  •$<... 

CorpentrftS  ; — Town  Lihrary.      [Printed  Books.'] 
The  Library  of  this  Collector  {distinguished  in  the  pursuit,  i 
day)  was    purchased   by  iMiil:u-hL    d'lsta  iMnKdT,    Bishop    of 
pnntras.    and    by  that  Prelate  was  bestowed  on  the  toHDsfo 

(OOS)  Mark  Aittliouy  Mazerot.  >i<  1G59. 

I<yOnS  I-^^wion  Library,      [Printed  Books.'] 
JIazeiiot  bequeathed  his  Library  to  Lyons. 
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(609)  Julius  Mazzarini,  Buke  of  Nivemois  and 
Cardinal,  ^  9  March,  1661. 

Paris  ; — Library  of  the  Ministry  of  Foreign  Affairs  [Political  and 
Diplomatic  Correspondence^ ;  Imperial  Library  \_Note- Books  and 
other  MSS.I  ;  Mazzarine  Library  [Printed  Books], 

Peruria ; — Town  Library.     [Part  of  MS,  Correspondence.'] 

London ; — British  Museum  Library,  [Part  of  MS,  Correspon- 
dence,] 

If  both  the  political  and  the  literary,  as  well  as  the  artistic,  Col- 
lections of  Cardinal  Mazzabini  are  now  widely  scattered,  the 
dispersion  is  in  no  degree  to  be  ascribed  to  any  want  of  care  or  of 
forecast  on  his  part.  It  may  fairly  be  inferred  that  he  foresaw  how 
much  the  preservation  of  his  MSS.  would  tend  to  enhance  his  fame, 
as  well  for  rare  versatility  and  breadth  of  genius  as  for  that  practi- 
cal force  of  character  which  enabled  him  to  fight  successfully  against 
a  host  of  enemies,  attacking  him  from  almost  all  points  of  the  com- 
pass at  once ;  to  raise  himself,  twice  over,  to  the  top  of  affairs ;  and 
to  accumulate,  twice  over — on  the  second  occasion,  when  in  the 
decline  of  health — those  magnificent  treasures,  both  of  art  and  of 
literature,  the  possession  and  love  of  which  makes  it  indeed  life  to 
live,  but  adds  terribly  (as  no  one  felt  more  keenly  than  did  Maz- 
ZARTNi)  to  the  sorrows  of  death.  The  precious  possessions  which 
the  Cardinal  had  gathered  around  him,  within  few  years,  and  after 
his  enemies  had  denuded  his  palace,  and  had  twice  forced  its  owner 
to  flight,  perhaps  added  nearly  as  much  to  the  bitterness  of  Mazza- 
BiNi's  closing  days  as  they  had  added  to  the  enjoyments  of  the  days 
which  went  before  them.  The  well-known  exclamation,  *  These  are 
the  things  which  make  Death  fearful,^  shows  how  hard  a  wrench  it 
was  to  part  from  them.  But  it  is  honourable  to  the  memory  of  a 
man  who  lacked  the  highest  qualities  of  all — those  which  enable  a 
man  to  enter  fully  into  the  scope  of  the  words  *  It  is  more  blessed 
to  give  than  to  receive,'* — that  his  care  to  perpetuate  his  possessions 
for  the  enjoyment  of  posterity  was  not  a  merely  posthumous  care. 
In  France,  he  was  the  first  man  to  open  the  doors  of  a  great  Li- 
brary to  all — without  exception — who  cared  to  come  in.  He  did  this 
in  the  prime  of  life,  and  when  under  the  full  beams  of  greatness. 
And,  when  regulating  on  his  death-bed  the  future  disposal  of  his 
rich  Collection  of  State  Papers,  he  was  anxious  to  make  them  con- 
tributive  to  the  greatness  of  France,  when  he  himself  should  be  in 
the  grave.  They  were  to  bo  placed,  absolutely,  at  the  disposal  of 
Colbert. 

The  Cardinal's  directions  on  this  point  are  thus  expressed  in  his 
last  Will : — "  In  regard  to  all  the  Despatches,  Letters-missive,  Ne- 
gotiations, Treaties,  and  other  papers,  relating  as  well  to  his  personal 
affairs  as  to  the  afiairs  of  State — wheresoever  they  be — the 
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Cardioal-Duke  humbly  bci^s  His  Majestj  to   permit  and 
nand  that  the  whole  ehail  be  placed  iu  the  hauiia   of  tl 

.  CoLBEBT.i  He  further  desirta  that  all  mnttera  of  iuTcm 
Bcription,    arrangement,  and    tlic   like,    shall    be   left    enl 

.  Colbert's  decision,  with  libertj-  to  advise,  for  any  needfu 
once,  with  the  Bishop  of  f  n-jiitt,  aa  regards  papers  relating  I 
and  with  M.  de  Lionite  id  rt-^p-'i't  of  all  otliers." 

If  Cardinal  Mazzabisi's  nnxiuua  provisions  for  the  hondi 
of  hia  papers  had  failed  eslirely  to  be  carried  out  by  the  c 
tial  friend  to  whom  he  gfive  tlie  charge  of  them,  his  early 
tnenta  as  soldier  and  as  adnuoistrator  would,  doubtless,  si 
survived  iu  Uistory,  as  well  as  his  more  widely  spread 
diplomatist  and  statesman  ;  though— in  regard  to  botli  dep« 
of  greatneaa— its  meature  must  uefds  have  been  Icsa  act-ural 
it  is  only  by  the  accident  of  tlie  preservation  of  some  of  hii 
letters  amongst  the  muuimenta  of  a  Roman  family,  that  { 
has  come  to  know  that  the  man  who  raised  himself  from 
Italian  tutorship  to  bo  Prime  Minister  of  France  had  also  i 
a  pKtwer  in  using  the  rhetoric  of  posaion  not  altogether  unw 
that  master  in  the  art — 

"  Whow  love  wiB  pHBsion's  essence  ;  wTio,  like  tree 
On  fire  bv  ligbtuitig,  with  ethereal  flsime 
Was  kindled." 

Mazzabihi's  papers  included  the  vast  Collection  of  his  co 
rary  statesman,  Henry  Auguatua  Louemb  de  Bbienne,  n 
had  purchased.  The  comhined  Collection  came,  along  wv 
beet's,  t«  the  then  Bo^al  Library  of  T'^rauce.  There 
remained.  But  the  greet  series  of  political  Correeponde 
been,  in  our  own  days,  claimed  as  the  rightful  iuherilano 
Foreign  Department.  In  the  French  Foreign  Office  betw© 
hundred  and  four  hundred  volumes  of  the  Corresponde 
State  Papers  of  Mazzaeini  are  ddw  in  excellent  arrangem 
they  are  to  be  seen,  and  used,— by  such  historical  students  h 
the  needful  voucher.  Another  and  smaller  portion  of  the 
still  in  the  Imperial  Libriry.  And  a  few  of  the  Cardinal'i 
are  to  be  found  even  in  our  own  national  ri>[Hwitory,  the 
Museum,  iu  addition  to  those  which  have  long  been  prest 
Perugia. 

The  Cardinal's  rich  Library — the  succeaaor  of  that  whicl: 
made  a  Public  Library  as  early  aa  1643 — was  bequeathe! 
Executors,  in  truat  for  the  Public.  But  it  was  not  made 
avadable,  to  the  full  eitent  of  the  donor's  intention,  unt 
It  was  then  established  in  the  CoUeye  ilft  Qualre  Lofton, 
now  iu  tho  Palace  of  the  French  lustitute.  When  the  ) 
bequeathed  it  to  France,  in  couuectiou  with  Ids  College, 
tained  about  C0,000  printed  volumes.     At  the  close  of  IS6i 
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grown,  I  believe,  to  nearly  205,000  printed  and  about  8000  MS. 
Tolumes. 

(610)  Lorenzo  de'  Medid,  *  April,  1492. 

Florence : — Laurentian  Library. 

Lorenzo  '  the  MagniRcent '  gave  his  Library  as  the  foundation  of 
the  Laurenziana,  Fart  of  it  was  the  ancestral  Collection  which  he 
had  inherited ;  but  the  bulk  of  it  had  been  gathered  by  his  own 
zealous  researches  and  costly  missions.  Foliziai^o  ana  Fico  of 
Mirandola  were  among  his  ablest  seconders  in  the  work,  and  on  his 
death-bed  Lorenzo  expressed  to  both  of  them  the  regret  he  felt  that 
he  could  not  see  the  Laurentian  Library  further  augmented.  He  was 
expecting,  almost  at  the  moment  of  death,  the  arrival  of  a  rich  cargo 
of  oooks  from  the  Levant. 

(611)  Medici  Family. 
Ashbumhain  Place.    [.MS,  Letters,'] 

An  important  series  of  Msdici  Fapers  (obtained  from  Libri's 
Collection)  is  now  among  the  rich  store  of  MSS.  which  have  been 
acquired,  within  a  brief  period,  by  the  present  Lord  Ashbxjrnham. 

(612)  Gerard  Meerman,  ^15  December,  1771. 

(613)  John  Meerman,  *  15  August,  1815. 

Middle  Hill  (  WoreeaterMre) .     [MSS,] 

A  considerable  portion  of  the  combined  MEERMAir  Library  was 
purchased  by  Sir  Thomas  Fhillips,  when  at  the  Hague,  in  the  year 
1824. 

(614)  Count  Mejan  (of  Munich),  ^  ,     .     . 

Berlin : — Royal  Library.     [Printed  Books,] 

King  Fbederice  William  IV  purchased  the  Library  of  Count 
Mejan  in  1847,  as  an  addition  to  the  Boyal  Public  Library  of 
Berlin. 

(615)  Philip  Melanchthon,  *  19  April,  1560. 

Rome:—  Ghigi  Library ;  Dresden:— i^oy  a/    Ubrary; 

Ootha: — Bucal   Library;  Nnremberg: — Public  Library; 

BreslaU  l—Royal  Library  ;  Aschaffeilblirgh :  —  Town 

Library  ;      Wittenberg :—  University  Library  ;       Olmuetz :  — 
University  Library.     [MS.  Letters  and  other  Papers,] 

The  enumeration  given  above  will  enable  the  reader  partly  to 
estimate  what  sort  of  task  it  was  to  which  Francis  Vak  de  Veldb 
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devoted  tlie  beat  years  of  bia  life,  upon  uodertaking  the  publiciticii 
of  ft  complete  edition  of  the  Lfttera  of  MelanchtHox.  Bui  tint 
enumeration  is  only  a  partiftl  one.  Melanchthon'b  Letters  u* 
Bcattered  over  all  parta  of  Europe,  and  have  to  be  gatliered  fraK 
nearly  tbirty  different  Librariea.  Witb  vast  labour,  Vak  dh  Vklbi 
had  at  length  collected  more  tban  four  hundred  letters  ;  but  the  diS- 
culties  ciultipbed,  find  the  Collector's  health  began  to  flag.  He  died, 
with  the  task  yet  incomplete,  leaving  it  to  be  resumed  by  other,  trul 
not  more  loving  or  more  able,  hands-  A  large  proportion  of  tbf 
letters  which  Vak  dg  V£ij>e  himself  prepared  for  publication  luy 
really  bo  said  to  have  been  disinterred.  Prior  to  the  reeemlM  I 
which  he  set  on  foot  they  were  unitnowu,  great  as  is  their  value  fw 
the  literary  as  well  as  for  the  religious  history  of  the  first  half  uf  lh« 
siiteenth  century. 

The  number  of  letters  at  Gotha  alone  in  more  than  s  hundred; 

the  number  of  those  preserved  at  Nuremberg  is  also  large.     Of  tit 

labours  of  Van  db  \  elde.  Dr.  Scheleb  has  recently  given  a  veij 

<  aehcin,    interesting  account.^ 

uli^iia.        The  MSS.  of  the  Uoiversity  Library  of  Olmutz  include  the  Auto- 

«™,tc.      graph  MS.  of  Melanchthon'b  Loci  Communal,  with  numeroua  ud 

roL  iinii!"'  moBt  characteristically  elaborate  corrections,  in  the  same  hand,  wliicli 

Pp.so.ttqq.).  appeal  to  show  that  this  MS.  was  prepared  for  preea.     In  1600  it 

was  the  properly  of  Elias  Htitter.  who  wrote  upon  one  of  iti  Ht- 

leavea^"  Bieta  Jiuch  aollen  meine  Erhen  nichl  von  tirh   latttn,"  tc. 

At  a  much  later  period  it  became  the  property  of  Ferdinand  Hon* 

MAiT,  Baron  of  Oruenpuechel,  &c.,  who  was  attached  to  the  CouH  of 

Yieana,  and  from  his  Collection  it  passed  to  that  of  the  Olninti 

University. 

(616)  Giles  Meneige,  *  23  July,  1692. 
Paris  ! — Impfirial  Library.     [MSS.] 

Part  of  the  SISS.  and  MS.  Collections  of  BIenaoe  are  now  m  dw 
French  Imperial  Library,  whither  tbey  appear  to  have  come  hj 
purchase. 

(617)  Nicholas  Menciforte,  *  .    .    . 

AnCOnH: — Town  Lil/rary.      [Printed  Book*.] 

ME^"CIFOllTB  bequeathed  liis  Library  to  the  Town  of  Ancona. 

(CIS)  Joseph  Mendham,  *  1S5G. 

Oxford; — Bodleian  Library.      [Italian  and  Spanish  MSS.~\ 
Mendham  bequeathed  his  valuable  ifSS.  ("about  fifty  in  number) 
to   the    University   of  Oiford.      Uis   well-known   lalMurs    on   the 
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curious  literary  history  of  the  Papal  'Indexes'  indicate,  in  large 
measure,  the  special  character  of  his  Collection. 

(619)  James  Mentel,  *  1670? 

Paris  : — Imperial  Library,     ^Printed  Books."] 

Mextel's  Library  was  purchased,  by  order  of  Lewis  XIV,  for  the 
then  Boyal  Library  at  Paris. 

(620)  John  de  Mesmes,  ^  .     .     . 

Middle  Hill  (Worcestershire):  —  Library  of  Sir  Thomas 
Phillipps  [MSS.] 

Paris: — Imperial  Library.     [MSS."] 

Part  of  the  MSS.  of  the  President  de  Mesmes  was  purchased  by 
Sir  Thomas  Phillipps.  Another  and  more  considerable  portion  of 
them  is  preserved  in  the  Imperial  Library  at  Paris. 

(621)  Peter  Metastasio,  *  12  April,  1782. 

Siemia: — Town  Library.     [MS,  Letters,] 

Lisbon: — National  Library  of  Portugal.     ^Printed  Books  and 

MSS,] 

Metastasio's  Library  was  purchased  for  the  National  Collection 
of  Portugal  after  the  Collector's  death.  Part  of  his  Correspondence 
is  at  Sienna. 

(622)  Cardinal  Joseph  Caspar  Mezzofauti., 

*  15  March,  1849. 

Bologna : — University  Library.     [Printed  Books  and  MSS.] 

Pope  Pius  IX  bought  the  Library  of  this  famous  linguist  and 
scholar,  that  the  Collections  which,  indirectly,  had  rendered  great 
service  to  learning  in  their  owner's  lifetime,  might  still  subserve  its 
interests  in  perpetuity. 

Mezzopahti  began  his  useful  career  in  Bologna  itself,  as  Univer- 
sity Librarian,  in  1815,  and  he  retained  that  office  until  1832.  He 
then  went  to  Eome,  where  the  greater  part  of  the  remaining  seven- 
teen years  of  his  life  were  past. 

His  writings — like  those  of  many  other  men  who  have  risen  to  a 
conspicuous  position,  and  to  widespread  conversational  renown,  as 
lions  in  linguistics — are  very  inconsiderable.  But  his  acquirements 
were  made  generously  available  to  other  scholars ;  and,  as  a  Librarian, 
be  was  a  zealous  and  a  useful  worker  throughout  a  long  life. 

To  this  brief  mention  of  a  deservedly  famous  man  I  will  but  add 
the  amusingly  characteristic  words  of  Bxsoy  in  relation  to  him. 
They  were  written  whilst  MEzzorAiTTi  was  Librarian  at  Bologna. 
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"I  da  not  recollect,"  utb  Bybo^,  "a  single  foreign  literKr^" 
that  I  wished  to  see  twice,  except  Meszofanti,  who  i«  a  | 
language,  a  BriareuB  of  the  purtu  of  Bpeech.  ...  I  tried  Iiin 
language  of  which  I  knew  but  an  oath  or  adjuration  of  the  go 
postilions,  aavages, .  pirates,  lioatmcn,  Hailoiw,  pilots,  g 
muleteers,  camel-drivere,  vetturini,  post- masters,  post-ba 
post-houses — and  everything  in  post — and,  by  Heaven !  b 
me  in  my  own  idiom." 

Cardinal  Meszofahti's  Library  ia  more  conetpicuoua  for 
bined  richnesa  and  (in  some  measure,  at  least)  rarity  of  iU, 
than  for  its  numerical  extent.  It  was  eminently  the  Libnc 
priate  to  a  working  linguist  and  philologist.  And — ns  man 
well  know — some  of  the  bonkR  which  linguists  mo:<t  covet  an 
amongst  books  very  hard  to  be  obtained.  To  acquire  some 
the  Collector  may  nave  to  watcli  and  to  wait  during  half  a 
And  he  will  have,  aa  like  -vratehfiil  competitors  in  the  qu* 
Collectors  who  care  nothing  about  linguistics,  hut  covet  soi 
&  most  curious  amongst  linguistieal  books,  simply  as  rare  ai 

?■  markinir  memorialH  of  thn  pit^ciinifni  into  riimol.n  nnd  ntill    \i 


ti 


marking  memorials  of  the  eitcTision  into  remote  and  still  t 
lands  of  the  art  of  printing.  Of  books  of  this  sort  Mekzop 
amassed  not  a  few. 

(623)  H.  J.  Michael,  *  1S47. 

IiOndon*. — SntUh  Mtueum  Librari/.  [Printed  Boot^.1 
Oxford ; —JJorf'*"*"  Lilrari/.  [Hfbreio  and  other  OrieiUi 
The  books  of  this    famous   Hebrew    Collector    were    i 

for  Oxford  and  for  London   respectively,    by   purchaae   I 

Executors. 

(624)  John  George  Milich,  *  1720. 

Ooerlitz : — PubUe  Library. 


(625)  William  Henry  Mill,  D.D.,  <^  25  Dec., 

Oxford'.— Bodleian  Library.     [MSS.] 

Tilt-  valuable  Oriental  MSS.  of  Dr.  MitL  were  acquire< 
University  of  Oxford  (in  two  several  purchases)  in  the  year 
1858.     They  extend  to  160  volumes,  and  were  bought  lor  £ 

{6-2G)  Atibin  Lewis  Millin,  •$«  14  August,  II 

Paris  : — imperial  Library.      [Archaological  MSS.'] 

A  valuable  Collection  of  MSS.,  formed  by  this  eminent 
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and  Archffiologist,  was  acquired  by  the  Imperial  Library,  after  his 
death. 


(627)  Rev,  Dr.  Millington,  Rector  of  Newington, 

*  1729. 

New  York : — Society  Library.     [Printed  Books.'] 

Dr.  MiLLnroTOW  bequeathed  his  Library  to  the  English  Society 
for  the  Propagation  of  the  Gt)8pel.  By  the  Committee  of  that 
Society  it  was  immediately  presented  to  the  Corporation  of  New 
York,  "  for  the  use  of  the  Clergy  and  Gentlemen  of  that  Colony  and 
of  the  neighbouring  Provinces."  The  gift  may  be  regarded  as  one  of 
the  fruits  of  the  exertions  of  the  liberal-minded  Dr.  Bba.t  [see 
Book  I,  c.  i,  of  this  volume],  as  well  as  one,  among  many,  gratifying 
instances  of  the  public  recognition  of  the  real  solidarity  of  interests 
between  England  and  America,  a  solidarity  which  is  not  less  real — 
despite  all  surface  differences  and  passing  animosities — in  the  nine- 
teenth than  it  was  in  the  eighteenth  century. 


(628)  C.  B.  von  Miltitz,  *  .     .     . 

Dresden : — Royal  Library.     [Printed  Books.] 

Part  of  the  Library  of  Baron  von  Miltitz  was  acquired,  in  1845, 
for  the  Royal  Library  of  Dresden. 

(629)  M.  Mtron,  *  .    .    . 

Paris ; — imperial  Library. 

MiBON  bequeathed  part  of  his  Library,  in  trust  for  the  Public,  to 
the  Doctrinists  QPretres  de  /«  Doctrine^).  It  suffered,  in  common — 
more  or  less — with  nearly  all  similar  bequests,  in  the  outrages  of  the 
first  Eevolution  ;  but  a  remnant  of  it  is,  I  believe,  still  preserved  in 
the  Imperial  Library  at  Paris. 

(630)  Caesar  de  Missy,  *  10  August,  1775. 

London ; — British  Museum  Library.     [Printed  Books.] 

Part  of  the  Library  of  CsBsar  de  Missx  was  bought  by  the 
Trustees  of  the  British  Museum. 

(631)  /SiV  Andrew  Mitchell,  *  28  January,  1771. 

London : — British  Museum  Library.     [MSS.] 

The  Diplomatic  Correspondence  and  other  State  Papers  of  Sir 
Andrew  Mitohell  were  bought  from  his  Executors  by  the  Trustees 
of  the  British  Museum. 
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(632)  Peter  Mitte  von  Caprariis,  HE** 

Menunil^en : — Tnwn  Library.      [MSS.] 
The  MSS.  which  bad  been  gathered  bj  Mittb  tos  Cap 
were  presented  by  the  Collector,  in  1467,  to  hia  feilow.U 


(633)  J.  G.  Moenckeberg,  *  .    .    . 

Hambunrh: — Record  Uoute  Library.  [MSS.  anxl  I 
Books] 

Extenaive  Printed  unJ  MS.  Collections,  relating  to  Haml 
which  had  been  gathered  by  MoEKCKEBEna,  and  are  now 
Libraryof  the  Eecord  Bouse,  were  bought  in  1843  ;  appiirenti; 
,|!  the  Collector'a  Executors. 

f,  (634)  Baron  von  Moll,  »I<  .      .     . 

n*  IiOndOn: — Britith  Museum  Librartf.      [Printed  Books,  ^.] 

g  A  large  portion  of  the  estensivc  Library  which  had  been  6 

.3  by  VoK  Moll  waa  purchased  by  the  Trustees  of  the  Brittah  Mi 

&  ■                        early  in  the  present  century. 

'i  (635)  Joachim  von  Moltke,  ^  .     .     . 

''a  CopenlULgen : — TTnivernty  Library.      [Printed  Books,  ^.' 

,  '^  The  Library  of  Vow  Moltke  uow  forms  part  of  the  extl 

i  Collectiona  belonging  to  the  University  of  Copenhagen. 

(636)  Edward  Montagu,  Bari  of  SaTidtcich,  K.i 

i^  1(572. 
Oxford: — Bodleian  Libi-arij.  [MS.  Corrtipondenee  and 
Papers.] 
The  important  Moktauu  Papers  uow  in  the  Bodleian  came  t] 
with  the  large  Carte  Collectiuns  [see  No.  17:tl.  They  relate 
especially  to  the  Naval  Service — both  under  the  Commonwealt 
under  Chables  II — but  are  also  of  high  value  for  the  general  h 
of  the  period,  and  particularly  for  that  of  events  iramediatelj 
ceiling  the  liestoration. 

(037)   Captain  Montagu  Montag^U,  ^  1S63. 
Oxford:— -B"(//fi«n  Library.     [Printed  Bookt.'] 
Captain  Moktaou  bequeathed  to  the  University  of  Oxfords 

but  both  curious  and  valuable,  Library  of  "00  volumea  of  p 

boolia. 
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(638)  Michael  de  Montaigne,  *  13  September,  1592. 

Paris; — imperial  lAhrary,     [Part  o/MSS."] 

The  fine  Library  of  which  Montaigne  has  given  so  delightful  an 
account  in  his  Essays  has  long  been  dispersed.  But  the  devotion  to 
his  memory  of  Dr.  Paten  has  led  to  the  recovery — with  almost 
infinite  labour — of  a  goodly  number  of  volumes  which  now  adorn 
the  Paten  Collection.  A  few  Montaionb  MSS.,  consisting  of  letters 
and  other  papers,  are  preserved  in  the  Imperial  Library  at  Paris. 

(639)  John  Moore,  Bishop  of  Fly,  *  31  July,  1714. 

Cambridge: — University  Public  Library,  [MSS,  and  Printed 
Books, "l 

Bishop  BuBNRT  (who  rarely  indulges  in  rapturous  expressions, 
especially  about  literature)  has  spoken  with  unwonted  emphasis  of 
laudation  when  describing  the  Library  which  Gsoboe  the  Fibst 
afterwards  gave  to  Cambridge.  Of  Bishop  Moobe*s  Library  he  says, 
''  It  is  a  treasure,  both  of  Printed  Books  and  MSS.,  beyond  what  one 
would  think  the  labours  and  life  of  one  man  could  have  compassed." 
"  And  the  Bishop,"  he  adds,  '^  is  as  ready  to  communicate,  as  he  has 
been  careful  to  collect  it." 

Geoboe  I  made  the  good  prelate's  liberality  perennial  by  the  well- 
known  donation  which  stands  as  one  of  the  very  few  acts  of  public 
encouragement  to  Literature  of  which  that  reign  can  boast.  It  was 
a  generous  act,  apart  altogether  from  the  political  tincture  by  which 
it  was  marked. 

Among  Bishop  Moobe*s  MSS.  an  eighth-century  copy  of  Beda's 
Historia  Ecclesiastica  Oentis  Anglorum  is  pre-eminent.  Being  con- 
temporaneous with  the  author  (according  to  competent  opinion),  it 
was  long  thought  to  be  in  his  autograph.  Closer  examination  has  shown 
that  it  is  the  work  of  two  scribes,  and  that  both  were  working  from 
a  common  original,  and  under  the  hand  of  a  reviser,  by  whose  hand 
their  errors  are  corrected  and  certain  omissions  supplied.  And  the 
history  of  this  MS.  is  in  other  respects  curious.  It  passed  into 
France,  and  long  remained  there.  In  the  reign  of  William  III  it 
was  bought  at  a  public  sale  by,  or  for.  Bishop  Moobe. 

[Montbret,  see  Coquebert  de  Montbret.] 
(640)  Henry  Monteil,  *  .     .     . 

London : — British  Museum  Library,     [MS,  Charters^] 

An  important  selection  from  the  MS.  Collections  of  this  eminent 
French  Historian  was  bought  by  the  Trustees  of  the  British  Museum 
at  a  recent  period. 

[9] 
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(641)  John  Gabriel  Foit  de  Montempu" 
*  17G0. 

ParlB :— J^'*'"<"y  »/  the  Vmeer»ity  of  Franr-e,  [Pri>tl 
and  MSS.] 

ThiB   Collector,  who  was  a  litetor  of  tbe    Universilv 

bequeathed  to  that  bodv  a  Librnry  of  Denrly  8000  rolum 

years  later  the  Library  of  Petit  he  Mdntkupots  was  estal 

the  building  formerly  belonging  to  *  Lewis-the- Great  Ca 

which  the  TJniveraityhad  renioved.    la  1764  it  ftcquired,by  j 

a  large  portion  of  the  former  Library  of  that  College.     ITw 

was  tranaferred  to  the  Sorbdnni.'  in  1S2.J,  but  the  title  of  "1 

Library"  was  little  used  unlil  l^iU.    Since  that  date  there 

a  liability  to  confugion  of  names,  innsmueh  as  the  aacient  i 

1  Kndud,  famotiB  "  Sorbonne  Library,"  about  1 792,  was,  for  the  m 

r^^trtur      dispersed  amongst  other  doliections,  public  and  private,  bi 

lif^'is^    amongst  the  Public  Libraries  of  Paris.'     The  MSS.   wen 

igji,         '    Imperial  Library  ("  Mmd»  ^oi-boiine  "). 

On  the  16tK  March,  1861.  tlis  Emperor,  on  the  propositi 
then  Ministerof  Public  InsI  mot  ion.  ordered  that  the  *  Libra 
Sorbonne'  should  thencefortli  be  railed  '  Library  of  the  U 
of  France,'  as  it  had  originally  been  tailed.  Petit  de  Mojt 
may  be  regarded  as  its  virtual  founder,  nud  Victor  Corsii 
recent  splendid  bequest  {see  No.  228]  may  claim  the  faonoui 
tinction  of  having  become  k>  it  a  second  founder. 

(642)  Charles  de  St.  Bavos  dr  MontesquL 

>i«  10  Febnmi-y,  1755. 
LaBrede: — MoHXEsqiriEr     Library.      [Printed    lAbn 
Antograph  MSS.'] 

The  Library  of  Mohtebquiec  ia  Raid,  by  a  recent  and 

Bcriber  of  it,  to  include  "  everything  that  antiquity  has  beque 

•  Braiiei,     us  of  gupreme  importance.     Tbe  Library  offers  nothing  sti 

diauMctii,  the  way  of  luxury.     The  books  preservpd  at  La  Brede  an 

^»«-  books,  and  many  of  them  bear  tbe  traces  of  long  oud  consta; 

(043)   Cardinal  Pliilip  Monti,  *  .      .     . 

Bologna  : —  Vnii-ersity  Library. 

Cardinal  Monti  be(iueathed  hia  Library  to  tbe  Unin 
Bologna. 

(041)  Philip  Morant,  >h  -'■'>  December,  17. 
Aahburnham  Place  (SKMej^).—/.oj-rfAsi[BunNH.^M'8 

[MSS.] 

The  MSS.  of  the  well-known  Historian  of  Essex  passed 
Stoue  Park  Library  to  that  at  Ashburnhani. 
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(645)  Morel  de  Thoisy,  *  .    .    . 

Paris  ; — imperial  Library,     {^Printed  Books.'} 

A  Collection  of  Tracts — chiefly,  I  believe,  historical — ^was  given  by 
Morel  de  Thoisy  to  the  then  Boyal  Library  of  France,  in  the  year 
1728. 

(646)  James  Morelli,  *  1819. 

Venice ; — «S^^«  Markka  Library.     \_Printed  Books  and  MSS."] 

Important  Collections  of  MSS.  and  of  Printed  Tracts  were,  by  the 
Collector's  bequest,  acquired  by  St.  Mark's  Library  in  1819. 

(647)  M.  Morieau,  *  1765. 

Paris  I — Library  of  the  Institute  of  France,     [Printed  Books."] 

MoRiEAT7  (who  was  the  King's  Attorney-General  at  Paris) 
bequeathed  his  Library  to  that  City,  where  it  long  continued  to  be 
preserved  as  part  of  the  Library  of  the  Town  Hall.  It  is  now  [see 
book  III,  c.  1]  part  of  the  Library  of  the  French  Institute. 

(648)  Sir  Samuel  Morland,  *  January,  1696. 

IiOndon; — British  Museum  Library.     [Part  of  MSS.'} 
Cambridge: — University  Library.     [Part  of  MSS.} 

Sir  Samuel  Mobland  was,  in  his  own  day,  conspicuous  both  as  a 
clever  and  shifty  political  emissary,  and  as  a  mechanical  inventor, 
brimming  over  with  ingenious  contrivances  of  a  labour-saving  sort. 
But  he  is  now  chiefly  remembered  for  the  interest  he  took  in  the 
sufferings  inflicted  on  the  Vaudois,  under  the  rule  of  Savoy  (when 
Savoy  was  yet  in  its  phase  of  subserviency  to  Spain  and  to  the  Pope). 
The  religious  sympathy  he  felt  for  the  Vaudois  led  Moblaih)  to 
collect  their  Historical  MSS.  and  to  give  them  to  the  University 
Library  of  Cambridge,  for  safe  preservation.  The  preservation  has 
been  so  very  safe  that,  for  almost  half  a  century,  no  use  whatever 
had  been  made  of  the  greater  portion  of  the  Moeulnd  MSS.*  The  booI^Pos 
answer  to  innumerable  inquiries  was,  "  The  other  volumes  are  ^^V^- 
lost.'*  They  were,  during  all  the  time,  it  seems,  on  the  shelves — 
but  hidden  behind  other  books — and  were  at  length  found  to  be 
there  in  1861. 

(649)  George  Morley,  BisAop  of  Winchester,  ^  1684. 

'WmxAienieT  \— Cathedral  Library. 

Bishop  MoRLET  bequeathed  his  Library  (which  was  of  consider- 
able value)  to  the  Dean  and  Chapter  of  Winchester. 
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(050)  John  MorOSini,  ^  7  November,  1756. 

Vercelli  : — Town  lAhrary.      [Printed  Books. ^ 
John  ^loiiosiKi  bequeathed  a  Librar}'  of  about  9000  volun 
the  Town  of  Vercelli,  together  with  a  small  fund  for  its  augm 

tion. 

(051)  Peter  Morosini,  *  1633? 

Venice : — ^t-  Mark's  Library,     [Printed  Books.'] 

The  Literary  Collections  of  Peter  Mohosini  now  form  part  o 
Library  of  St."  Mark  ;  probably,  by  the  Collector's  bequest. 

(052)  Lewis  Morris,  *  1765. 

London  : — British  Museum  Library,     [Tf'elsh  MSS."] 

\  considerable  Collection  of  Welsh  ^MSS.,  and  some  Printed  B< 
wore  bcMjueathed  by  the  Collector  to  the  Welsh  School,  Gray's 
Lane,  London.  The  wh<)le  was  purchased,  many  years  afterwj 
bv  the  Trustees  of  the  British  ^luseum. 

(053)  AVillinm  MorriS,  *  1764. 
Shirburn  Castle:— -'^^^''^  Macclesfield's  Lib,  [Welsh  M 

Another  Collection  of  AVelsh  !MSS.,  which  had  been  gath 
dnrinu;  niany  yeiirs'  researches  by  William  ^roRRTS,  is  now  pre« 
in  Lonl  Macclksfilld's  Library,  whither  it  came  as  part  o! 
J()Ni:.s  be(iuest.     .  S(?e  Xo.  4s0. J 

(()5I)  Robert  MoiTison,  D.D.,  ^  1  August,  183 

London  : — British  Museum  Library.     [^Chinese  Books. ^ 

JM  OKU  I  SON — enn'nenf  as  a  laborious,  scholarly,  and  exoxn] 
]\Iissionary  in  China— had  collected  a  valuable  Chinese  Lib rarj', 
descended  to  his  son,  from  whom,  or  from  whose  representatir 
was  purchased  In  the  Trustees  of  the  British  Museum,  in  1845. 

(()55)   Counf  Mortara,  ^  14  June,  1S55. 

Oxfor.ll — Bodleiai}  Library.      [Printed  Boolrs.'] 

Count  MoiiTAKA  was  one  of  those  Collectors  whose  aim  it 
gather,  not  many  hooks,  but  choice  books.     His  Collection  sea 
exci'i'diHl,  in  number,   1100  volumes,  but  it  is  counted  amom 
Hodlciaii  trcii  urcs. 

(050)  Morton  Family. 

Dalmahoy.      [Muniments.  ] 

All  important  series  of  ^luniments  of  the  MoRTOX  Family— 
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it  Deed  scarcely  be  said,  in  materials  for  Scottish  History — ^is  pre- 
served at  Dalmaboy. 

(657)  John  Motteley,  *  .    .    . 

Paris  I — Louvre  Library.     [Printed  Books,] 

Part  of  the  Library  of  Mr.  Mottelbt  came,  by  his  bequest,  to  the 
Library  at  the  Louvre,  at  a  recent  period. 

(658)  Francis  Mozzi,  *  1787. 

Macerata: — Communal  Library.     [Printed  Books.] 

Mozzi  bequeathed  his  Books  to  the  Town  or  Commune  of  Macerata. 

(659)  John  von  Mueller  (Historian),  *  29  May,  1806. 

Schaffhansen  l—Town  Library. 

The  Literary  Collections  of  this  eminent  Historian  were  acquired 
for  the  Town  of  Schaffhansen,  in  the  year  1809. 

(660)  John  von  Mueller  (Physiologist), 

*  28  April,  1858. 

Brussels : — Royal  Library.     [Printed  Books.] 

Muelleb's  Library  was  bought,  in  1861,  as  an  addition  to  the  ji^^^'g^ 
Boyal  Collection  at  Brussels.     It  contains  4877  works,  in  about  enmai  $ur  /« 
9600  volumes,  and  is  entirely  in  the  classes  of  *  Natural  History,'  £'Sw/Sr'' 
*  Physiology,'  and  *  Comparative  Anatomy.'     Its  value  corresponds  {ijg"^*''» 
to  the  fame  of  this  eminent  Naturalist,  and  the  cost  to  the  Belgian  ' 

Government  was  only  £1200  (30,000  francs).* 

(661)  Sebastian  Mueller,  Bishop  of  Augshurgh, 

*  1644. 

Municll  \ — Baycil  Library.     [Printed  Books  and  MSS.] 

The  Library  of  Bishop  M^lleb  was  acquired,  for  the  Boyal  Col- 
lection at  Munich,  after  that  Prelate's  death. 

(662)  George  Mund,  *  .     .     . 

"Elhing  • — Town  Library.     [Printed  Books.] 

The  Library  of  George  Muhd  was  bought,  in  1844,  for  the  aug- 
mentation of  the  Town  Collection  at  Elbing. 

(663)  Mark  Anthony  Muret,  ^1585. 

Kome : — Vatican  Library.     [Library  and  Autograph  MSS.] 
MuBXTTJB  bequeathed  his  Library  and  his  MS.  CollectionB  to 
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and  breadth— whatever  may  be  thought  about  vigour  and  force  of 
style — its  productions  will  as  little  compare  with  those  of  the 
imperial  pen,  as  the  Duke*s  recorded  speeches  in  the  House  of 
Lords  will  compare,  for  depth  of  thought  and  range  of  forecast,  with 
the  recorded  speeches  of  Napolbon  in  the  CouncU  of  State. 

An  interesting  account  was  given  by  M.  Libbi,  many  years  ago, 
of  Napolbon*8  youthful  MSS.  now  at  Ashburnham,  in  the  Bevue  dea  d^ujUSHuii 
Deux  Mandes,  but  it  fails  to  satisfy  completely  a  reader's  natural  jl*  ^^'^^ 
curiosity  about  the  early  history  of  the  papers  themselves.     It  is  ^^  d^ 
known,  however,  that  they  were  at  one  time  in  the  possession  of  Car-  ^^^*  ^ 
dinal  Fesch.*    In  their  dates,  they  range  from  1785  to  1793.  — soi). " 

(668)  Gabriel  Naude,  *  29  July,  1653. 

Palis : — Mazarine  Library,     [Printed  Books.'] 

Naude  gave  part  of  his  own  Library  to  the  famous  Collection  to 
the  building  up  of  which  his  thought,  labour,  and  far-extended  travels, 
bad  already  so  conspicuously  contributed. 

(669)  A.  von  NeCZetiCZ,  *  1414? 

Prague : — Chapter  Library,     [MSS.] 

(670)  Julius  Caesar  NegriSOli,  ^  .     .     . 

Mantua  \ — Town  Library. 

The  son  and  representative  of  Neqrisoli  gave  his  father^s  Literary 
Collections  to  the  Town  of  Mantua. 

(671)  Henry  von  Neithard,  *  1440? 

Ulm  \—Town  Library.     [MSS.] 

Henry  von  Neithabd's  gift  was  the  groundwork  of  the  *  Town 
Library'  of  Ulm  ;  and  was  one  of  the  earliest  instances,  in  Germany, 
of  a  foundation  strictly  to  be  called  a  Municipal  Libirary. 

[See  Book  I,  c.  1.] 

(672)  J.  W.  Neuhaus,  ^  1777  ? 

Leipsic : — Town  Library.     [Printed  Books^ 

Nbuhatjs  was  the  Collector  of  a  very  curious  Horatian  Library; — 
that  is,  a  Collection  of  Editions  of  the  famous  Poet,  and  of  works 
in  some  way  or  other  illustrative  of  his  Poems  and  Life. 

(673)  .    .    .  Neumann,  ^  .    .    . 

Municll : — Soyal  Library,     [Chinese  Books,] 
NEUMAinf's  Chinese  Collections  were  acquired  for  Munich  by 
purchase. 
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(074)  Camille  de  Neuville,  Archbuiliop  of  Lyons, 

*  1693. 

Lyons  : — Toicn  Library,     [Printed  Books,"] 

Archbishop  De  Neuyille  bequeathed  his  Library  to  the  Town 
Lyons,  in  161)3. 

(675)  Thomas  Nevill,  Dean  of  Canterbury, 

*  2  May,  1615. 

Cambridge  : — Trinity  College  Library, 

The  Library  of  Thomas  Netill  was  given  by  the  Collector 

Trinity  College  in  his  lifetime. 

(676)  William  NewCOme,  Archbishop  of  Amiayh^ 

^  11  January,  1800. 

London: — Lambeth  Palace  Library.     [Printed  and  Annotai 

Books.] 

{(ill)      .    .  Newcome,  *  .    .    . 

Grantham  : — Toicn  Library.     [Printed  Books.] 

The  Library  of  Mr.  Newcome  was  given,  by  Will,  to  the  Town 
Grantham,  in  the  course  ot  the  last  century.  Nothing  more  th 
tlie   fact  of  the  bequest  seems  to  have  been  recorded  about  t 

Testator. 

(07S)  Sir  Isaac  Newton,  *  20  March,  1727. 

Hurstbourne  Park  {Hants)  .-  —  Lord  Portsmouth's  Librm 
[Part  of  Library  and  of  MS.  Correspondence.] 

Shirburn  Castle  (Qjoon.):  —  Lord  Macclesfield's  Zt6rai 

[Part  of  Library  and  of  MS.  Correspondence.] 

Cambridge  : — Corpus  Christi  College  Library,     [Part  of  Lihrc 

and  of  MS.  Correspondence .] 

Oxford: — Trinity    College  Library.     [Other  portions   of  Cor, 

spondc/we.] 

Xkwton  left  behind  him,  say  his  biographers,  more  than  40 
sheets  of  |)a])cr  iilled  with  MS.  in  his  autograph.  The  reader  w 
ri<;htly  estimates  tliat  fact,  and  what  it  involves  (as  to  the  uumb 
oi'ycars  over  which  the  authorship— very  little  of  which  was  dc 
beratcly  prepared  or  intended  for  the  press — extended),  can  hare 
feel  surprised  at  the  wide  dispersion  of  ^iEWTOn's  MSS. 

The  extensive  Collection  at  Hurstbourne  Park  came  to  the  PoBi 
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MOUTH  family  by  their  descent  from  Newton's  relatives,  the 
CoNDUiTTS.  That  at  Sliirbum  Castle  consists,  in  a  large  measure, 
of  Collections  made  during  Newton's  lifetime  by  his  friends  and 
fellow-workers,  John  Collins  (iJi  10  November,  1683)  and  William 
JonES  (iji  July,  1749),  both — but  at  different  periods — eminent 
Fellows  of  the  Society  over  which  Newton  so  long  presided. 

Jones  repeatedly  acted  as  the  Amanuensis 'and  Editor  of  Sir  Isaac 
Newton,  and  he  had  inherited  the  papers  of  Collins.  He  was  the 
survivor  of  Newton  by  twenty-two  years ;  of  Collins,  by  sixty-six 
years.  At  his  own  death  he  bequeathed  his  extensive  Collection  to 
Sir  Isaac  Newton's  successor  in  the  chair  of  the  Boyal  Society, 
George,  second  Earl  of  Macglesfietj). 

Among  Newton's  MSS.  at  Hurstboume  Park  are  copies  and 
extracts  of  numerous  Works  on  Alchemy,  including  The  MetamoT" 
phosea  of  the  Flanete,  by  John  de  Monte  Sntdees  [62  pp.  4to,  with 
a  key  to  that  work]  ;  a  large  '  Indea:  Chemicuij  and  '  Supple- 
mentum  Indicis  Chemici,^  These  are  in  his  own  hand,  as  are  also 
many  pieces  of  Alchemistical  Poetry  from  Norton's  *  Original*  and 
Ba8il  Valentine's  *  Mystery  of  the  Microcosm,^  and  a  small  treatise 
entitled  '  Thesaurus  Thesaurorutn,  sive  Medicina  Aurea.'^  A  printed 
copy  of  the  worthless  book,  entitled  '  Secrets  Revealed,  or  an  Open 
Entrance  to  the  Shut  Palace  of  the  King^  by  W.  C.  (London,  1699), 
is  covered  with  notes  in  Sir  Isaac's  hand. 

His  correspondence  with  Cotes,  on  the  Second  Edition  of  his 
'  Frincipia,'  is  in  Trinity  College,  Cambridge,  and  has  been  published 
by  EcLESTON.  His  letters  to  Flamstesb  are  in  Corpus  Library  at 
Oxford.  Flamsteed's  letters  are  partly  at  Shirburn  Castle,  and 
partly  at  Hurstboume.  Many  ot*  the  Theological  MSS.,  and  a 
considerable  portion  of  Newton's  Correspondence,  are  also  at 
Hurstboume  Park.  Of  the  Newton  MSS.  at  Shirburn  Castle,  I  have 
given  a  somewhat  detailed  account  in  '  Libraries  and  their  Ibunders ' 
[1864]. 

(679)  Claude  Nicaise,  *  October,  1701. 

Paris ; — imperial  Library,     \^MSS,'\ 

The  MSS.  of  Nicaibe  were  purchased  for  the  Boyal  Library  of 
Prance  early  in  the  last  century. 

(680)  Fcfpe  Nicholas  V  [Thomas  of  Sarzana], 

^  24  March,  1455. 

Kome: — Vatican  Library,     [AfS5.] 

Pope  Nicholas  V  bequeathed  the  fine  Library  which  be  had 
gathered  during  widespread  researches  throughout  Europe  and  the 
East.  Like  other  contemporary  benefactions,  it  suffered  injury  and 
loss  during  the  stormy  period  which  followed.  But  a  remnant  of  it 
Burviyes. 
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(681)  Nicholas  NiCOU,  *  23  January,  1437/^ 

Florence ; — LaurenHan  Libianj.     [3/SS.] 

Nicoti  obtains  a  pW-c  amongst  the  illustrioua  meu  of  Ibtlr— 
a  roll  ao  long  that  the  title  Co  a  pluce  of  any  name  in  ic  may  weU  b( 
subjected  to  keen  acrutiny — leas  by  hia  writings  tban  by  bia  touijil- 
cecce  to  his  tellow-town^t'olk.  Tlie  render  who  is  int«re«t«d,  eitbr 
in  the  man  or  in  the  literarv  taatea  of  the  period,  will  find  a  stnUng 
estimate  of  Nicoli  and  of  his  gift  drawn  up  by  the  baud  of  a  (rieod 
and  famous  contemporary,  Fog!;io  Bbacoioldii,  in  tbe  Vetenm 
Seripiorum  Amptmima  C'olleclio,  vol.  iii,  cols.  730-736. 

(682)  John  Norden,  HE<  i(i2(i. 

liOndOn: — BrilUh  Museum  Library.      [Topographical  MSS.] 
Part  of  Nobdbh'b  MSS.  were  purchased  by  the  Trusteed  of  ihf 

British  Museum.    Othen  came  to  the  same  repository  aa  part  ofttw 

Harleian  Collection. 

(683)  Frederick  North,  t^ixth  Earl  of  Guildford, 

*  182... 

London  :—Brituh  Museum  lAbrary.     [Printed  Bookt  and  MSS] 

Part  of  Lord  GcitDFonw's  Librnry — eminently  rich  in  Greek,  uid 

especially  in  Bomaic  Literature — was  purohasod  by  the  Trusttwi  of 

the  British  Museum  after  the  Collector's  death. 

(684)  Ferdinand  Nunez  de  G-USmail,  ^  1553. 

Salamanca! — Univrmitt/  Library. 

NuMBZ  BE  CtuBUAK  jpivo  his  Library  to  the  University  of  S»!t- 


o. 

(685)  O'Oonor  {of  Belaganarc).  »i«  .     .     . 
Ashbumbam  Place  {Smaex)  .— iorrfAaHBUENHAM'a  Uirary. 

[MSS.] 

A  valuable  Collection  of  Irish  MSS.,  and  of  MSS.  relating  to  the 
Hiftory  and  Antiquities  of  Ireland,  was  acquired  by  Hichard,  Duke 
of  IJiTCKiNoniM,  from  the  O'CoNOB  Family,  and  placed  in  the  Library 
at  Stowe,  whence  it  passed  into  the  possession  of  the  present  Lord 
Ahubursuam. 

(080)  Adam  Oelschlager,  »i*  21  February,  1761. 

Holstein  -.—Town  Library.      [Printed  BooA».] 
The  Library  of  Oleabiitb  is  preserved  in  Holstein,  but  whether b; 
gift  or  by  purchase  1  know  not. 
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(687)  George  Offor,  *  4  August,  1864. 

XiOndon  l — British  Museum  Library,     \_MS,  Collections. 1 

Mr.  Offob's  MS.  Collections  were  purchased  by  the  Trustees  of 
the  British  Museum  shortly  after  his  death.  Thej  relate,  more 
especially,  to  the  History  of  the  English  Bible,  and  of  Biblical 
Literature  in  England  during  the  16th  century.  They  now  form 
Additional  MSS.,  26,670  to  26,675. 

(688)  Thomas  Oldys,  *  15  April,  1761. 

London  : — British  Museum  Library.     [MSS."] 

Part  of  the  MS.  Collections  of  Thomas  Oldts — invaluable  for 
the  Literary  History  of  our  country — were  bought  by  Edward 
Habley,  Earl  of  Oxford,  and  are  now  part  of  the  Harleian 
Collection. 

(689)  Godfrey  OlearillS,  *  20  February,  1685. 

Loipsic: — University  Library,     [Part  of  Library,'] 

The  Library  of  Oleabitjs  (chiefly  consisting  of  controversial 
writings  on  points  in  conflict  between  the  Bomanist  and  Protestant 
Communions)  is  now  part  of  the  extensive  Collection  of  the  Univer- 
sity  of  Leipsic. 


(690)  Hannibal  OUvieri  degU  Abbate, 

29  September,  1789. 

FesarO : — Totmi  Library.     [Printed  Books  and  MSS.] 

Oliviebi's  Collection  was  specially  rich  in  works  relating  to 
Fesaro  and  its  neighbourhood.  It  contains  also  many  choice  MSS. 
of  Italian  Literature.     It  was  bequeathed  by  the  owner  to  Fesaro. 

(691)  David  Oppenheimer,  *  1737. 

Oxford : — Bodleian  Library, 

The  magnificent  Hebrew  Library  of  the  Offenheimebb  was  pur- 
chased by  the  University  of  Oxford,  after  the  Collector's  death.  Dr. 
HoFFMAifN  (of  Hamburgh)  has  given,  lately,  in  the  Serapeum,  an 
interesting  series  of  articles  containing — not,  indeed,  its  history,  but — 
most  valuable  materials  for  its  history,  as  a  Collection. 

(692)  Charles  d'Orleans  de  Rothelin,  *  1746. 

Madrid :— Royal  Library,      [Part  of  Library,  Printed  and  MS.] 

Fart  of  the  Library  of  Charles  d'OBLEAKS  db  Eothelin  is  now 
preserved  in  the  Eoyal  Collection  at  Madrid,  whither  it  came,  by 
purchase,  in  1746. 
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(693)  Robert  Omie,  •!<  14  January,  19 

IiOndon : — India  Office  Libraiy.      [FrinteH  Books  and 

A  very  valuablo  Collection  of  Books  and  Charts  on  tl 

India,  formed,  duHug  many  years  of  l&borious  research,  b 

"        ■  "a  Collector  to  tbe  1 

I  part  of  the  Libn 


(694)  Falvio  Orsini,  ^  IS  January,  or  8  Maj 

Home: — ymican  Libranj. 

Oksini's  Library  was  bequeathed  ty  the  Collector  to  tt 

(695)  James  Philip  d'Orville,  *  U  Septemb 
Oxford;— Bodleian  Library.     [MS5,] 

The  rich  Collection  of  MSS,  formed  by  D'Obtillb  waa 
by  the  Univereity  of  Oxlbrii,  after  that  Oollector'e  death. 

(695)  Jerome  OsorlO,  SisScp  o/S^va, 
*  20  August,  1580. 
Oxford : — Badleian  Liirary.     [Printed  Books  and  MSI 

Of  the  acquisition  of  the  Library  of  Biahop  Osobio  two 
accounts  have  been  given.  Aceordrng  to  one  account,  itwai 
to  Bogland  by  the  P^url  of  Essex  ;  according  to  another,  it 
of  tbe  spoil  won  by  Uu.eoii,  and  was,  by  him,  given  t 
BiXKOB  nad,  before  the  Islands  Eipedition  of  1587,  beei 
factor  to  the  University  ;  but  hie  Correspondence  throws  ni 
the  particular  incident  here  referred  to. 

(697)  Arnold  d'Ossat,  Cardinal,  ►!«  13  March 
Paris ; — imperial  Libraiy.     [Pari  of  Correspoitdenee.l 
The  MSS.  of  Cardinal  d'OssAi — or,  rather,  part  of  them- 

Coi:D£RT,  and,  with  his  other  Collections,  passed  from  bis  b< 

Hoyal  Library  of  France. 

(698)  .    .    .  OssoUnski,  *  .    .    . 

Lemberg: — Toicn  Library  ?     [Printed  BooAi.] 
OssOLiMSEi's  Library  was  given  to  Lemberg  by  the  own 
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(699)  Ottoboni  Family. 

Rome : — Vatican  Library  [MSS,  and  Printed  Books]  ;  Ottoboni 
Library  [MSS,  and  Printed  Books']. 

The  Ottoboni  Collections  are  of  two  periods,  and  are  preserved 
in  separate  Libraries,  but  both  at  Eome.  The  earliest  are,  I  believe^ 
in  the  Ottoboni  Library  founded  by  Pope  Alexandeb  VIII  (Peter 
Ottoboni),  who  died  on  the  1st  February,  1691.  The  later  Collection 
seems  to  have  been  purchased  by  Pope  Benedict  XIY  (Prosper 
Lambebtini,  i{<  3  May,  1758),  for  the  Vatican  Library. 

(700)  Thomas  Otway,  JBis/iop  of  Ossory,  *  1692. 

Kilkenny : — Diocesan  Library,   .  [Printed  Books.] 
Bishop  Otway  bequeathed  his  books  to  Kilkenny,  in  1692. 

(701)  William  Oughtred,  *  30  June,  1660. 

Shirbum  Castle : — ^rd  Macolebfielb's  Library.  [Mathema- 
tical MSS.] 

Oughtbed's  MSS.  formed  part  of  the  Collections  [mentioned  in 
No.  486]  of  William  Jones,  by  whom  they  were  bequeathed  to 
George,  second  Earl  of  Macclesfield. 

(702)  Sir  William  Ouseley,  *  1839. 

Oxford :— Bodleian  Library.     [MSS.] 

The  OrieutaV  MSS.  collected,  with  vast  research  and  liberal  expen- 
diture, by  Sir  William  Ouselet,  were  bought  by  the  University  of 
Oxford  in  the  year  1844.  They  amounted  to  750  volumes,  and  the 
purchase-money  was  £2000. 

(703)  Sir  Gore  Ousoloy,  ^  18  November,  1844. 

Oxford :— Bodleian  Library.     [MSS.] 

Sir  Gore  Otjselet's  Collection  of  Oriental  MSS.  was  purchased 
by  the  University  of  Oxford  in  1858  (fourteen  years  after  the  acqui- 
sition of  the  still  richer  Collection  of  his  brother  Sir  William),  for 
£500. 


P. 

(704)  Paul  Mary  Paciaudi,  *  2  Febraary,  1785. 

Parma : — University  Library.     [Printed  Books.] 
Paoiafdi  gave  his  books  to  Parma  in  his  lifetime. 
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(705)  .     .     .  Packer  {of  Dunmow),  HE*  . 

IiOndOn : — British  Museum  Library.      {Prinl9.'\ 

A  Collection  of  Hooiimi'a  Printa  was  formed  hy  Mr.  '. 

Dunmow,  and frbin  iiim,  orfromhiarepreeeutativeB,  itwa* 

in  1823,  for  the  British  Muaeum. 

(706}  .    .    .  Paesiello,  ^  .    .    . 

Naples  '.—Library  attached  to  the  Theatre  of  S.  Carl 
graph  MSS.} 

Fabsiello'b  IvISS.  seem  to  bave  been  purchased  for  8. 

(707)  Gabriel  Paleotti,  Cardinal,  *  15i 

Bologna ; — University  Library.     [^Printed  Boofit.'] 
The  Literary  Collections  of  Paieottt  are  now  part  of  thel 
Library  of  Bologna. 

(708)  William  Palliser,  ArrMMop  of  Cat 

Dublin ; — Trinity  College  Library.     [Printed  Sooki.] 
Archbishop    Paxhsbe    gave    hia    Library    to   Trinity 


Dublin. 

(709)  Tliomas  Palmer,  »i«  1S20. 

Cambridge  {Massachusetts): — Harvard  College  Libranf 
Book*.}        ^ 

The  Library  of  Mr.  Paluer  was  given  by  him  to 
College,  partly  in  his  lifetime,  and  partly  by  bequest. 

(710)  Oimfi-ius  Panvini,  *  1568. 

Borne  X—J^ttticn  Library.     [MSS.] 
Pamtiki'b  MB.  Collections  ore  preserved  in  the  Libn 
Vatican. 

(711)  George  Wolfgang  Panzer,  ^  0  July, 

Stuttgart  '.—Royal  Library.      [Printed  Books.] 
A  oonaiderable  Collection  of  printed  Bibles,  formed  by  thi 
Bibliogrnpher,  is  preserved  in  the  Koyal  Library  at  Stuttg 

(71;;)  Peter  Alexander  Paravia,  'J"  ■      . 

Zara  '.—Towa  Library.      [Printed  BooK-k  and  MSS.'] 
Pabatia,  who  was  Professor  of  Italian  Literature  and  1 
Z;ira,  gave  his   Library,  comprising  about  10,000  volumi 
native  town,  in    1856.     It  became  the   first  Public   Lib 
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established  Id  Dalmatia,  and  the  Municipality  of  Zara  entered  upon 
its  trust  in  an  exemplary  spirit. 

(713)  John  Paul  Paiisio  (Janus  Parrhasius), 

*  1534. 

Vienna : — Imperial  Library,  [^Oreek  and  other  MS8,'] 
This  Library  was  brought,  in  1729,  from  the  Convent  of  St.  John 
Carbonaro  at  Naples  (to  which  it  had  been  bequeathed  by  Cardinal 
ScRiFAKDi),  in  order  to  save  the  monks  the  trouble  of  accommodating 
in  their  convent  a  Qerman  transcriber  who  had  been  sent  to  inspect 
the  MSS.,  and  to  make  extracts  from  them  for  Vienna. 

(714)  Matthew  Parker,  Archbishop  of  Canterbury, 

*  17  May,  1575. 

Cambridge:— I7ntver«t7y  Public  Library  [Part  of  MSS.  and 
Printed  Books]  ;  Corpus  Christi  College  Library  [Part  of  MSS.  and 
Printed  Books']. 

Archbishop  Parker  divided  his  Library  between  the  University 
and  the  Library  of  Corpus. 

Among  the  choice  MSS.  given  by  him  to  Corpus  is  the  earliest, 
though  not,  perhaps,  the  most  valuable,  copy  now  known  to  exist 
of  the  Anglo-Saxon  Chronicle.  The  scription  of  this  volume  is  in 
several  hands,  and  the  earlier  part  of  the  text  has  received  various 
additions  and  interlineations  by  a  scribe  of  the  twelfth  century.  A 
full  account  of  the  MS.  will  be  found  in  Hardt's  Descriptive  Cata- 
logue  of  the  Materials  of  British  History,  Vol.  I,  pp.  652,  seqq.  The 
Corpus  MS.  298,  also  given  by  Parker,  contains  a  curious  Collec- 
tion of  Papers  relating  to  the  See  of  Canterbury. 

(715)  Thomas  Parker,  Earl  of  Macclesfield  dJiA  Lord 
High  ChanceUor  of  Great  Britain,  ^  28  April,  1732. 

Shirbum  Castle  {Oxfordshire).  [Printed  Books  and  MSS.] 
Lord  Chancellor  Macclesfield  began  to  collect  books — in  Polite 
Literature,  in  Theology,  in  Mathematics,  and  in  Linguistics — 
almost  as  soon  as  he  began  to  study  law.  As  his  fortunes  advanced, 
his  book-buying  advanced  also.  Nor  was  that  the  only,  or  the  chief, 
way  in  which  he  testified  his  love  of  learning.  He  was  a  munificent 
promoter  and  patron  of  literature  in  many  other  ways,  and  by  many 
channels  of  encouragement. 

Like  some  other  great  jurists  and  statesmen,  whom  posterity  has 
learnt  to  honour  in  a  larger  measure  than  they  were  honoured  by 
their  more  prosperous  contemporaries — reversing,  in  that  respect, 
the  fate  of  some  among  the  most  belauded,  for  the  moment,  of  those 
contemporaries  themselves — Lord  Macclesfield,  by  a  too  great  love 
of  power,  precipitated  his  own  political  fall.  He  was,  also,  over- 
covetous  of  gold,  but  he  was  wont  to  use  it  very  nobly.  He  was 
made  a  scapegoat  for  other  men's  corruption,  as  well  as  for  his  own 
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in  trust  for  pnblic  use,  and  as  an  augmentation  of  the  Angelica 
Library  in  Home. 

(720)  Paston  Family  (of  Norfolk). 

liOndon  : — British  Museum  Library,     [MS.  Letters  and  Paper  si] 

Many  readers  will  remember  how  curiously  the  old  interest  of  the 
*  Paston  Correspondence  *  was  freshened  up,  a  year  or  two  ago,  by 
Mr.  Herman  Mebiyale's  vigorous,  but  oyer-hasty,  onslaught  upon  i^ 
character  for  authenticity.  Part  of  the  original  MSS.  were  acquired, 
in  1866,  for  the  British  Museum.  Another  portion  of  them  is  yet 
missing. 


(721)  Francis  Patrizzi,  *  1B97. 

EsCOrial  Palace : — Royal  Library  of  Spain.     [MSS.] 

(722)  William  Patten,  *  .     .     . 

Oxford : — Magdalen  College  Library. 

This  Collection  was  the  groundwork  of  Magdalen  Library.  The 
Collector  appears  to  have  given  it  to  his  College  during  his  lifetime. 

(723)  Jerome  Paumgartner,  *  1B65. 

Xuremberg  l—Town  Library.     [MSS.  and  Printed  Books.] 

Paumoabtxeb  bequeathed  his  Library — chiefly  rich  in  theological 
books — to  the  Town  of  Nuremberg. 

(724)  Robert  Paynell,  ^  .    .    . 

London : — British  Museum  Library.     [Law  MSS.] 

Patnell's  Juridical  MSS.  form  part  of  the  Harleian  Collection. 
They  were  purchased  by  Eobert  Hablet  (first  of  the  Harleian 
Earls  of  Oxford),  in  1721. 

(725)  Pays  d'Alissac  Family. 

ValreaS  {Vaucluse)  .* — Chateau  Library. 

Among  the  archives  of  this  family  are  preserved  many  letters  of 
Calvin,  of  Henbt  IV,  and  of  Catuebine  of  Medicis. 

(726)  Zachary  Pearce,  Bis/iojj  of  Hoc/tester,  ^  1774. 

liOndon  l — Library  of  Westminster  Abbey.     [Printed  Books.] 

Bishop  Peabce  bequeathed  the  bulk  of  his  Library,  in  trust  for 
the  Public,  to  the  Dean  and  Chapter  of  Westminster.  A  few  books 
of  his  came  by  gift,  in  his  lifetime,  to  the  Lord  Chancellor  Maccles- 

[lOJ 
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FIELD,  and  to  the  Chancellor's  son,  the  second  Earl  of  that  faiE_,^ 
and  are  now  in  the  Librurj  at  Sliirbum  Castle.     [See  No.  715.]  j 

(727)  Francis  Peek,  *  13  August,  1743. 

London  •.—BritUh  Mmeum  Library.     {Part  of  JtSS.] 

Some  of  Peck's  MSS.  cnme,  cyentiially,  into  the  poraeBsion  of  the 

TmateeB  of  the  British  Muaeuni,  but  I  am,  at  present,  unable  to 

identify  the  source  of  the  acquisition. 

(728)  Nicholas  Claude  Fabri  de  Peiresc, 

*  24  June,  1G37. 
Carpentras;— rown  Library.     {Part  of  MS.  Cullettio 

Cor  regp  ondence .  ] 

Paris: — Imperial  Libmry.      {Pari  of  MS.  Colleeliont.^ 

TSismea  •.—Toion  Library.     {MSS.'\ 

Rome: — Barberini  Library  {Part  of  CorresponJencel ; 
Librury  [MSS.]. 

Yietma.'.—L'np'rifil  Library.     [M.SS.] 

The  extensive  MS.  Collections  and  Correspondence  of  this  illos* 
triouB  Scholar  are  BCattered  Boinewhut  widely.  Their  interest  is  great. 
He  posaessed  both  sympathies  and  acfjuirements  in  the  most  varied 
fields  of  human  learning  and  endeavour.  He  corresponded  witb 
England,  with  Northern  Europe,  with  Constant iuo pie,  and  with 
Asia,  as  well  as  with  Italy,  Holland,  and  Germany.  Amongit  hii 
correspondents  he  numbered  Rolwrt  Celtl,  Peter  Paul  lirBSFa^ 
and  Qalileo,  aswell  as  De  Thod,  Salmabius,  and  G^asskiidi.  Suck 
was  Ilia  variety  of  knowledge  ond  of  acientifn!  inquiBitiveness  that, 
whilst  our  English  gardens  owe  to  him  some  of  their  most  beautiful 
flowering  shrubs,  our  best  erchjeologists  owe  also  to  him  the  shreW 
hint — derived  from  close  observation  of  certain  traces  of  lamitm 
seen  alike  upon  ancient  marbJea  and  upon  ancient  gems — which  htf 
enabled  them  to  add  new  names  to  the  annals  of  Greek  art,  as  woU 
as  to  the  records  of  Greek  mythology. 

The  best  account  of  those  of  the  Peiresc  MSS.  which  are  pre- 
served in  France  is  that  which  was  drawn  up  by  M.  RiTAJsadS,  b 
his  capacity  of  Inspector  of  Public  Libraries,  in  the  year  lft41,  and 
published,  shortly  afterwards,  aiihei  Journal  Giafral  de  t tnttruelieit 
Fublique.  That  article  is  an  instructive  one,  as  well  in  regard  to  tho 
history  and  management  of  French  Libraries,  as  to  tho  biography  of 
Pbikkbo  and  the  history  of  intellectual  culture  in  Europe. 

Among  the  causes  of  the  dispersiou  of  Peieesc's  invaluable  Col- 
lections, family  neglect  and  idlenesa,  the  peculations  of  a  certain  elwa 
of  Autograph  Collectors,  and  the  carelesB  government  of  Libnuiei, 
may  all  be  numbered.  For  many  months,  it  is  said,  '  Peibssc  MSS.' 
served  one  of  tho  scholar's  fair  nieces,  by  way  of  curl-papera,  and 
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also  served  that  lady's  domestics,  by  way  of  alliimettes.  Perhaps, 
when  the  waste  was  discovered,  the  innocent  culprits  may  have 
replied  interrogatively ; — like  one  of  their  more  recent  English  imita- 
tors, that  celebrated  waiting-maid  of  Coleeidgb,  who,  when  taken 
to  tusk  for  destroying  some  of  his  writings,  enquired  what  was 
the  use  of  so  much  old  rubbish.  Sixty  volumes,  at  least,  of  precious 
MSS.  seem  to  have  been  destroyed,  in  Peieesc's  own  house,  to  save 
firewood. 

Happily,  a  considerable  portion  of  the  MSS.  fell  into  better 
hands.     They  were  purchased  by  Malachi  d'iNGUiMBEBT,  Bishop  of 
Carpentras,  and  by  him  given  to  the  Public  Library  of  his  diocesan 
town,  of  which  ho  and  Mazauoes  were  the  joint  founders.     [See  ■ 
Nos.  473  and  607.] 

Some  of  Peibesc's  MSS.  were  acquired,  in  comparatively  recent 
times,  by  the  Baron  von  HoHEynoEFP,  and  they  now  form  part  of 
his  bequest  to  the  Imperial  Library  at  Vienna.     [See  No.  448.] 

Another  part  of  his  MS.  Correspondence  is  at  Eome,  in  the  Bar- 
berini  Library.  It  seems  probable — but  is  not,  I  think,  certain— 
that  this  part  of  the  widely  dispersed  series  was  also  purchased  by 
the  Founder  of  that  Library.  According  to  Valeey  (Book  XV, 
c.  33),  the  number  of  Peieesc's  letters  now  preserved  in  the  Bar- 
heriana  is  not  less  than  four  hundred. 

(729)  John  Pell,  *  12  December,  1685. 

liOndon : — Royal  Society  Library,     [MSS.'\ 

Dr.  Pell's  MSS.  were  purchased  for  the  Library  of  the  Boyal 
Society. 

(730)  Samuel  Pepys,  *  26  May,  1703. 

Cambridge : — Magdalen  College  Library,  [MSS,  and  Printed 
Boo/cs,'] 

Oxford  \— Bodleian  Library.     [MSS,'] 

As  Pepys  was  one  of  those  Christian  worshippers  who  make  little 
scruple  to  use  a  Church  as  a  house  of  assignation,  so  also  was  he 
one  of  those  literary  benefactors  who  aim  much  more  at  personal 
ostentation  than  at  public  service.  His  bequest  to  Cambridge  is 
clogged  with  the  most  absurd  restrictions  and  impediments,  and 
consequently  it  has  rendered  small,  if  any,  service  to  learning. 

Samuel  Pepys  seems  to  have  been,  in  truth,  a  lover  of  literature 
and  of  archajology  much  as  he  was  an  admirer  of  women — for  what 
he  could  get  from  them. 

An  important  part  of  the  Admiralty  and  Miscellaneous  MSS.  of 
Pepys  came  eventually  into  the  hands  of  Richard  Kawlinson,  and 
formed  part  of  his  bequest  to  the  University  of  Oxford,  in  1765. 
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(731)  Percy  Family. 

Alnwick    Castle    {Northumberland).      [MSS.    and    Printed 

Books.] 

Among  the  surviving  Perct  MSS.  there  are  Btill  preserred,  I 
believe,  some  relics  of  two  men  who  had  won  a  certain  measure  of 
fame  of  the  literary  sort ;  as  well  as  relics  of  the  world-famous  Perciss 
of  war  and  of  statesmanship.  Henry  Pehct  (2lBt  Earl  of  North- 
umberland, and  the  'Wizard  Earl '  of  the  anecdote-books)  left  many 
curious  MSS.  behind  him,  which  serve  to  illustrate  some  of  the  pur- 
suits that  gave  rise  to  the  curious  popular  awe  with  which  he  was 
regarded  in  his  lifetime.  Our  current  writers  greatly  underrate  his 
abilities,  of  which  Sl-llt  took  a  far  more  accurate  measure  than 
did  most  of  his  compatriots.  "  None  of  the  English  lords,"  said 
SuLTiY  to  his  royal  master,  "possess  more  talent,  capacity,  or 
courage."     This  was  written  in  1603. 

Another  Pkkcy — the  well-known  Bishop  of  Dromore — ^Jeft  MSS. 
which  wtTO,  for  some  years,  p^e8er^'ed  in  Northumberland  House  in 
London.  Of  these,  some  were  destroyed  and  others  much  injured 
by  a  fire  which  occurred   in  the  time  of  Hugh,  fourth  Duke  of 

NORTIIUMBERLAM). 

Other  books,   which  the  Bishop  had   borrowed   from   Dulwich 

College  Library,  escaped  the  fire,  and  followed  the   Bishop  into 

Ireland.    There  they  lay,  for  a  long  time,  unexamined  and  forgotten. 

1  Bp.  Percy  And  the  oversight  gave  occasion — as  the  Bishop  tells  one  of  his 

Aprit^7W.     correspondents — "  to  cruel  insinuations."^ 

(732)  Gonzalo  Perez,  *  .    .    . 

Escorial : — Boyal  Library  of  Spain.     [^MSS.  and  Printed  Booh.] 

In  a  certain  qualified  sense,  there  may  be  truth  in  the  often- 
repeated  statement,  that  the  famous  Library  of  the  Escorial  was 
founded  through  the  acquisition — first  by  Gonzalez  Pebez,  Secretary 
of  State  to  the  Emperor  Chables  V,  and  then  by  Philip  II,  as  the 
inheritor,  or  confiscator,  of  the  Collections  of  Perez — of  the  MSS. 
which  had  been  gathered  by  ALPnoyso  V  of  Arragon  and  Naples. 
But  only  a  very  small  portion  of  the  Library  of  Alphovso  can  have 
passed  into  that  of  Pebez.  The  bulk  of  what  remained  of  it,  after 
many  losses  in  the  wars  of  Italy,  came,  indeed,  into  Spain,  but 
not  to  the  Escorial.  [See  heretofore,  Book  III,  chap,  riii.] 
Another  surviving  portion  of  it  was,  in  course  of  time,  widely  dis- 
persed, so  that  choice  MSS.,  which  once  belonged  to  Alphovso,* 
and  are  still  adorned  with  the  armorial  bearings  of  Arragon,  may 

*  Or  to  his  immediate  heirs,  more  than  one  of  whom  made  additioni  to  tbe 
inherited  Collection,  not  easily,  as  it  seems,  to  be  distinguished  from  the  books  of 
the  founder. 
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be  Been  (for  eiample)  in  the  Imperial  Library  of  Paris,  and  in 
private  Collection  at  Holkham.     [See  No  23.] 

Besides  an  important  series  of  printed  books  and  MSS.,  Gonzalez 
•nKEz  had  amassed  many  State  Papers  and  Historical  Docuineuta  in 
ihe  course  of  iiia  long  employment  as  Secretary  to  Chaei-eb  the 

:FTn  and  to  Fuilip  'TIie  Second.  All  these  Collections  passed  to 
'bilip  on  the  Secretary's  death.     This  Pebiez  was  both  the  father 

id  the  predecessor  in  office  of  the  more  widely  known  Antonio, 

■me  of  whose  MSS,  had  the  same  fate  as  bis  father's. 

The  date   of  the   acquisition  —or  confiscation* — by  Pmiip  thb 

icOND  of  the  Library  of  GonKalez  Peeez  is  not  recorded,  but  it 
Faa,  probably,  nearly  contemporaneoua  with  the  foundation  (1563)  of 
the  new  palace  itself.t 

In  the  year  1570aconBiderable  accession  to  the  new  Royal  Library 
accrued,  probably  on  the  same  easy  terina.  On  the  death  of  Juau 
Perez  db  Castbd,  another  servant  of  the  Spanish  Crown,  Philip 
directed  an  inventory  to  be  made  of  bis  books  and  papers,  in  order 
to  the  setting  apart  for  the  Esconul  of  all  such  aa  should  be  deemed 
worthy  of  a  place  there.  Some  choice  Classical  MSS.  were  amongst 
the  additions  thus  mnde.  Two  years  Jater  (1572),  Philip  gave  to 
Ambrose  de  Morales  a  commission  to  vLnit  the  principal  monasteries 
■nd  churches  of  his  dominions,  with  a  view,  first,  to  a  full  report  to 
the  King  himself  of  the  choice  MBS.,  printed  books,  and  holy  relics, 
meseired  in  them ;  and,  secondly,  to  the  eventual  enrichment  of  the 
fscorial  Collection  at  the  eipeuse  of  such  churches  and  abbeys  as 
-might,  by  various  means,  be  induced  to  yield  up  their  treasures, 
JdoBALEs'  journey  proved  to  be  a  fruitful  one  for  its  main  object 

(733)  James  Perizonius,  "i*  G  April,  1717. 
IiSyden : — Vnivertity  Library.     [Prinled  £ooia.~\ 
Pebizonius  bequeathed  his  Library  to  the  TJaiversity  of  Leyden. 

(734)  Anthony  Perronet  de  Granvelle,  Cardinal, 

*  1'jS(>. 

BeBaSgOn: — To\cn  Library.      [MSS.'] 

This  remarkable  Collection  may  be  sufficiently  described  by  the 
following  extract  from  Menioirt  of  Libraries,  printed  in  1839 : — 
"  The  Library  of  Beaan^on  is  chiefly  noticeable  for  its  possession 
of  those  famous  MSS.  of  Cardinal  Obakvbllb  which  so  nar- 
Kiwly  escaped  destruction.     He  Jeft  them  at  bis  house  in  this  town, 

*  Thii  word,  of  course,  U  only  spplicable  t«)  the  (Giiate  of  the  pTivHte  Librirj 
of  the  Spanish  Secrctury. 

t  Perec  wua  living  in  1564,  but  no  later  notice  nf  hii  eiiatence  wema  to  occur. 
See  Ibe  citation  referred  to  in  tlie  ab\a  esBiy  of  Vooel,  of  DreHdeu,  entttted 
Sitiga  mr  Qetehiehie  der  Emiriatbi&tiotkek  tnler  Philipp  II.  Strap.,  vol. 
vUi,  pp.  273—285. 
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to  be  found  at  Home ;  others  must  be  sought  at  G^neya.  There  are 
some  curious  notices  of  the  Library,  and  of  its  Collector,  among  the 
letters  of  Voss  and  Hehtsius. 

(737)  Paul  Petau,  *  about  1660? 

Some: — Vatican  Library,     [MSSJ] 

Paul  Petait  was  one  of  the  two-joint  purchasers  of  the  MSS. 
which  Peter  Daniel,  of  Orleans,  had  obtained  from  the  famous 
Monastery  of  Fleury-on-Loire.  Petau's  share  descended  to  his 
son  Alexander,  and  (like  the  Collections  of  Dennis  Petau,  brother  of 
Paul)  was  sold  to  Queen  Chbistina  of  Sweden.     [See  No.  736.] 

(738)  Peter  of  AylliaCO,  Cardinal,  *  .     .     . 

Seville  l— Cathedral  Library.     [MSS.'] 

Amongst  the  MSS.  of  Cardinal  Peteb  de  Aylliaco  which  have,  as 
yet,  survived,  notwithstanding  that  habitual  and  deep-rooted  neglect 
of  literary  treasures  which  is  so  pre-eminently  *  cosa  de  Espana^^  is  a 
precious  Cosmographical  work  which  was  wont  to  be  frequently  in 
the  hands  of  Columbus,  and  of  which  the  margins  abound  with  his 
MS.  notes.  Some  of  these  contain  his  own  statements  of  his  own 
reasons  for  that  hypothetical  theory  which  led  to  the  discovery  of 
America,  and  they  were  written  before  it. 

(739)  Theodore  PetrSBUS,  *  1677? 

Berlin  \ — Royal  Library,     [Printed  Books,  ^c] 

The  Literary  Collections  of  Theodore  Petrous  now  form  part  of 
the  great  Library  at  Berlin.  I  believe  that  they  were  acquired  by 
purchase,  after  the  Collector's  death. 

(740)  Francis  Petrarch,  *  18  July,  1374. 

Venice: — Si*   Market  Library.      [Remains  of  a    Collection  of 

MSS.] 

The  remarkable  story  of  Petraech's  gift  of  his  beloved  books  *  to 
St.  Mark'  has  been  often  told.  Only  a  very  poor  fragment  of  the 
gift  has  survived. 

(741)  Henry  Petrie,  *  17  March,  1842. 

London : — Rolls  Howe.     [MS.  Collections  on  History  of  Britain.] 

The  Petrib  MSS.  now  preserved  in  the  Bolls  House  consist, 
chiefly,  of  Collections  made  for  the  *  History  of  Britain,'  under  the 
authority  of  Parliament  and  of  the  Treasury.  They  are  specifjly 
placed  at  the  service  of  the  Editors  of  the  '  Chronicles  and  Memorials,^ 
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bnt  ate  also  made  available,  under  dud  regulation,  for  tlw  a 
literary  ftpplicaata. 

(742)  George  Petrie,  ZjC.^..  ►!«  1S66? 
Dublin :— Library  of  the  Royal  IritA  Academy.  IMSS.^ 
The  important  Collections  of  tbia  eminent  Irish  Antiquvj 
Scholar  have  beea  purchased,  by  authoritj  of  Parliament  (u 
virtue  of  a  vote  paaaed  in  the  Sefision  of  18G8,  fop  £1580);  luxi 
are,  I  believe,  to  oe  placed,  for  public  uee,  in  the  I^ibrarj  of  the  fi 
Irieb  Academy. 

(743)  William  Petty  Pitzmaurice,  First  MargiK 
of  Lamdovme,  "}«  1805. 

IiOndon: — lAhrary  of  the  London  Intlitution  [Printed  Soli 
Brituh  Muteum  Library  {MSS.']. 

[For  an  accoont  of  tbeLABsnowirKMSS.,  and  of  their  aoqniii 
for  the  Public,  see  Livea  of  the  Founder*,  &c..  Book  II,  c.  5.J 

(744)  William  Pettyt,  *  3  October,  1707. 

IiOndon : — Inner  Temple  Library.  [MSS.,  ^.] 
"William  Petttt  bequeathed  his  MSS.  to  Truatoes,  with  direct 
that  they  should  be  preserved  for  public  uee,  and  that  due  prei 
tiouB  should  be  taken  to  prevent  all  danger  of  sale  or  embeeuem 
For  their  better  security  he  also  bequeathed  the  sum  of  £150  tow: 
the  purchase  or  erection  of  a  suitable  repository.  The  Tma 
assigned  both  books  and  money  to  the  Hononraole  Society  of 
Inner  Temple,  in  whose  Library  the  hooka  are  now  preserved, 
are  open  for  public  use. 

(745)  JuHua  Pflug,  BisAop  of  Naumburg,  •}«  1560 

If aumblirg : — Tovm  Library.     [Printed  Bookeand  MSS."} 

Bishop  Pri.uo  betjuentlied  his  Library,  for  public  uee,  under 
custody  of  the  Municipality  of  Naumburg. 

(746)  Robert  PhelpS,  »!«... 

AshbUmham  Place  (S«mm).      [MS.  Correspondence.] 

(747)  Joseph  Piazzini,  •i'  March,  1S32. 
Pisa: —  Unieersifif  Library,     [Printed  Books.~[ 
Nearly    1.5,000  volumes   of    excellent  books,    with     an     end 
ment  fund  of  5000  dollars,  were  bequeathed  to  Pisa  by  its  emii 
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Aatronomical  ProfeaBor  and  Librarian  of  1S23-1832.  It  was  by 
PlAZzrsi's  care  tlmt  the  Library  wqb  removed  to  its  present  very 
suitable  abode  iu  the  '  Palace  of  the  ijapienza,'  and  he-  is,  as  yet,  its 
most  diatinguished  benefiictor.  He  directed  that  his  legacy  of 
money  should  be  annually  applied  to  the  purchase,  mnro  especially, 
of  books  on  history,  philosophy,  and  the  mathematical  sciences. 
'Zt  ia  estimated  that  at  present  (1868)  one  third,  at  leaat,  of  the 
Cxiatiug  Library  has  accrued  from  PiAZZisi'e  gil't. 

(7-18)  Henry  PicciolpaSSO,  «J<  1650? 

Milan  •,^Ambro»ian  Library.      [Printed  Boolr».'\ 
Picciolpabsd's  Library  was  added,  after  the  Collector's  death, 
to  the  Ambrosian  Library  at  Milan  ;  whether  by  bequest,  or  other- 
wise, is  uncertain.      It  does  not  seem  to  be  mentioned  in  the  ofGcial 
£leiieo  delle  BibUoteche  of  18tio. 

(749)  Thomas  PichOD,  (otherwise  Tyrrel),  •{<  1780. 

Vire  '.—Town  Library.     [Printed Booki,  ^c] 

This  Collection  was  made  by  a  Freoehmao — a  native  of  Vire— 
during  a  long  residence  iu  England.  Of  some  curioua  incidents  in 
the  history  both  of  PicnoN  and  of  his  Library,  I  extract  the  follow- 
ing  notice  irom  Memoir*  of  Libraries  (1859)  :— 

"  Thomaa  PicaoB  (bom  in  1700)  began  life  as  an  advocate,  was 
ftfterwarda  attached  to  the  judicial  service  of  the  French  armies  in 
Germany ;  went  to  Canada  in  IT-IQ,  in  official  employment,  and 
remained  there  until  the  capture  of  Cape  Breton  in  175S,  when  he 
retired  to  England,  apparently  in  disgust  with  the  management  of 
the  French  Colonial  affairs,  and  assumed  (from  some  family  con- 
nection, I  think)  the  name  of  Tyrrel.  He  gave  himself  thence- 
forward to  the  collection  and  study  of  books  ;  occasionally,  with  hia 
pen,  adding  to  their  number.  At  hia  death,  in  17SI,  he  bequeathed 
nis  Library  to  his  native  town,  for  public  use.  The  gift  was  not  a 
mean  one.  He  is  said  to  have  possessed  about  30,000  volumes,*  and 
these  chosen  by  a  man  who  seems  to  have  been  accurately  described 
OS  'fort  Itttre  et  bibliophile.'  At  the  Peace  of  Versailles,  the  Col- 
lection was  sent  over  to  Vire,  but  the  troubles  which  heralded  in  the 
Eevolution  were  already  at  hand.  Fifteen  years  elapsed  before  the 
Collection  wae  completely  unpacked,  but,  unfortunately,  this  circum- 
stance did  not  preserve  it  from  pillage  (so  inaccurate  ia  Dibdik'b 

■  "  I  make  tUs  ttat^nient  on  tbe  very  compptent  and  oRlf^iB]  aatlioritj'  of  M. 
BilTllssoN.  1  kaow  Dut  wb>t  inrormutian  led  Dr.  DlBUlH  to  ny :  '  Moniicur 
Picno!(...toak  bia  books  over  nith  him  fo  Jcraei/,  wLere  he  died  in  1730 ;  and 
bequratbed  them,  about  "  3000  "  in  number,  to  his  native  town.'  1  fiud  no  nim- 
tion  of  Jem'7  in  the  noticM  of  Piouon'b  lifo  prererved  iu  tbe  Library  itaclf,  for 
copies  of  which  I  am  indebted  to  mj  friend,  ProfeiHur  CaaUTia." 
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"  Jean  Baptiste  Marie  Piquet,  Marquis  de  M^J&nea,  was  bom  at 
fcrles,  in  1729.  He  began  his  career  aa  a  Cullector  about  1750,  and 
Xmtinued  it  until  Iiis  deatb,  in  178G,  but  never  permitted  it  to  witb- 
Iraw  bifl  attention  from  the  duties  of  bis  poaition.  The  agricultural, 
nnitaiTi  and  fiscal  improvement  of  Provence  was  the  task  of  hm 
ife-  The  gathering  of  some  80,000  volumes  of  books,  printed  and 
■wnuecript,  was  its  relaxation.  Ue  bestowed  especial  care  on  the 
oUectioD  of  the  records  and  other  materials  of  Provencal 
listory.  His  teBtamentary  disposal  of  his  Library  was  thus 
apreaaed: — 'I  give  and  bequeath  all  my  books,  as  well  those  at 
Lries  and  at  Aix,  as  those  at  Avignon  and  at  Paris,  my  whole  Library, 
n  fact,  with  its  eases  and  appurtenances,  and  all  my  MlSS.,  to  the 
Province  of  Provence,  on  condition  that  an  open  Library  shall  be 
inaintained  in  the  City  of  Aii,  for  public  advantage. ..but  under  the 
ttpresB  stipulation  that  no  books  shall  be  lent  out  of  the  Library 
mder  any  pretext.'  He  further  bequeathed  certain  bonds  and  sums  of 
noney,  producing  an  income  of  about  5000  francs  a  year,  for  the  sole 
iirpose  of  augmenting  the  Library.  Part,  however,  of  this  capital  was 
infiaeated  by  the  legislation  of  1791.  As  will  he  seen  by  the  extract 
om  the  Founder's  Will,  the  books  were  widely  separated.  It  was 
rcbably  a  happy  thing  for  the  Library  that  the  mnjori^  of  them  ofL>t" 
ere  still  in  their  packing  cases  when  the  troubles  of  the  Revolution  »»''  y. 
iroke  out. "I  ^ 
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(754)  Willibald  Pirckheiiner,  *  22  Dec,  1530. 
Tflmembeig'—Town  Libraiy.     [MSS.  and  Printed  Books.'] 
London ; — lioyal   Sodely't  Library    [Printed   Books]  ;    Britith 

Iduieum  Library  [MSS.]. 

The  heirs  of  this  celebrated  Mediteval  Collector  sold  part  of  his 
library,  it  appears,  to  Nuremberg.  Another  part  was  sold,  long 
afterwards,  to  Lord  Abumhel,  during  his  travels  in  Germany. 
"What  survived  of  Lord  Ahdhdel'b  purchase  in  the  time  of  Henry 
Howard  (aftenvarda  Duke  of  Norfolk)  was  given  by  him  to  the 
Eoyol  Society.  But,  eventually,  the  it.SS.  (well  known  as  '  Arundei. 
MSS.')  came  to  the  British  Museum,  whilst  the  printed  booka 
remained  with  the  Hoyal  Society,  of  whose  Library  titey  still  form 
part. 

Pihckheimee's  life  was  devoted  to  the  dissemination  throughout 
Germany  of  Literature  and  tlie  Sciences.  That  is  now  his  chief 
claim  to  honourable  memory.  His  choice  Library,  rich  in  rare  MS3., 
was  open  to  the  use  of  all  students.  His  fortune  permitted  him  to 
keep  a  large  establishment,  and  his  family  circle  usually  embraced 
» large  number  of  men  of  letters  and  of  artists.  It  was  a  saying 
among  his  contemporaries  that  Pirceheiueb's  house  was 'an  asylum 
of  the  Muses.' 


,';  [156]  BOOS  I 

:| 

i^  (765)  Peter  Pithou,  'i*  1  November,  1596. 

r^  TrOyeS  l—Town  Library.      [Par*  of  MSS.  and  Printed  Bm 

'^l  MontpelUer :— ^oitn  LUrari/.      [Part  e/J/SS,] 

ij  PiTHOO  bec|Ufiathed  hia  Library  to  the  Oratoriana  of  Troye*. 

•i  t  the  Buppression  of  the  Diouastii;  orders,   these  literary  collet 

f.  were  sent  to  the  TowD  Library.     But  in  consequence  of  the  nri 

li  subsequently  given  by  the  Kaiional  Assembly  to  Chaboos  d 

f  EocHETTi  and  to  Phitnelle,  some  of  the  choiceet  Plthod  MS 

'  f  well  AB  thoae  of  many  other  Cullectiona,  were  removed  to  ii 

■  \  pellier. 

:i  One  of  PiTHOC'a  biographers  speaks  thus  of  his  Collection:- 

ju  "  Bibliotheca  nee  ut  optaverat  Integra  ab  heredibus  coniei 

I  est,  nee  uui  emptori  tota  vceniit.      Inspecta  autem  et  eipet 

f  multis  Aulffi,  Ubis,  omnium  ordinum  primoribua  Codices  MS.  ali 

!'  iDirdT     apud  Fba-NCIBCUm'  fratrem  maueerunt  et  hi  nunc  quoqueaptid] 

J  Fob,,  1621.     Claudiura  PELETEHirM  Eegni  Administrutn  viBuntur.    M^FJn'^ 

I  pars  in  bibliothecam  Thuanfeatn  invecti.     Acta  et  iostrumenta, 

I'  aut  Kegiffi  libraris,  aut  Theeauro  Chartanun  legata  er&nt,  incej 

f  quouiam  abierint.  Librorum  Yulgatorum  partem  puto  TBniiM, 
tern  Berratam  in  domo  Pithoeie."  (P.  PUhm  Vita;  cura  Bor 
Sylloge,  Ac,  li,  10.) 

(756)  John  Pits,  *  1616. 

Verdun t—rown  Library?  [MS.  Colleetiont.'] 
Some  of  the  MSS.  of  Pitb  (who  had  a  Canoniy  at  Verdim] 
known  to  have  been,  at  some  time  in  the  seventeenth  centuiy, 
served  in  the  Collegiate  Church  of  Terdun;  whence,  inallprobabi 
they  passed — or  what  remained  of  them  passed — to  the  Vt 
Library  of  tbat  town,  after  the  Bevolution. 

(757)  G.  F.  Pitt,  *  .     .     . 

Southampton : — Town  Library. 

Tliia  Collection  was  bequeathed  to  the  Town  Council  of  Soi 
ampton,  in  trust  for  the  public  use  of  the  inhabitants,  but  on  eo 
tion  that  no  book  he  lent  or  taken  away  from  the  Library,  wl 
is  placed  in  tlie  Council  Chamber.  It  is  said  to  contain  14, 
volumes,  of  which  many  are  scarce  and  valu.-jble. 

(75S)  Pope  Pius  II  [^neas  Sylvius  Piccolomixi] 

►J<  14  August,  1404. 

Rome  : — Vatican  Library.      [_MSS.'] 

Pope  PiUH  II  was  a  benefactor  to  the  J'uticaua,  although 
accessions  to  its  stores  made  during  his  Pontificate  are  quite  eclip 
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the  annals  of  the  Library,  both  by  thoae  made  under  hia  pre- 
decessor, a  few  yeara  before^Pope  Nicholas  V,  aod  by  thoae  of 
Pope  SiiTCs  iV,  who  soon  followed  PiDs  on  the  Papal  Throne 
(1471— Ht). 

(7r)g)  Vincent  PlacciuS,  6  April,  1699. 

Hamburgh  : — Town  Library.      [Printed  Boo/^t.'] 
Placcitis— ao  eminent  Juriat  as  well  as  a  Bibliographer — left  to 
le  Town  of  Hamburgh  (by  Will  and  Codicil  dated,  respectively,  in 

1675  and  I6S3)  a  valuable  Library  of  some  four  thouaand  volumea. 

jDiey  were  added  to  the  Public  CoUection  at  the  Town  Hall,  in  1704. 

(760)  Francis  Place  (of  Westminster),  ^  1850? 

London: — British  Museum  Library.     [WSS.] 

Monchester: — Pree    CUy    Library.     IPrinled    CoUeetiom    on 

Political  Economy.'] 

Praticifi  Place  waa,  in  his  day,  a  well-known  member  of  the 
Political  Economy  Club,  and  the  Collections  which  he  bad  gathered 
ta  topics  of  Politics  and  Social  Science  were  extremely  curious. 
Phe  printed  portion  of  them  was  purchaaed  (by  the  present  writer,) 
for  the  Free  Library  of  Manchester,  in  1851.  The  MSS.  were  pur- 
chased by  the  Trustees  of  the  British  Museum  for  our  National 
Collection.  They  now  comprise  'Additional  MS3.,'  volumes  27,789 
to  27,859,  inclusive. 

(761)  Leonard  Plukenet,  •!<  1706? 

London: — Linnean  Society's  Library,      [MSS.] 
TtVXZKET'B  Botanical  MSS.  were  purchased  for  the  Library  of 
the  Linnean  Society,  of  which  they  now  form  part. 

(7C2)  Thomas  Plumer,  *  1700? 

Maldon  {Ewex)  : — Church  Library. 

A  small  Collection  of  books  was  bequeathed  to  Maldon  Parish 
fc^  Thomas  Plcmeb,  its  Collector,  as  the  foundation  of  a  Church 
fahrary,  in  the  year  1700. 

(763)  Charles  Plumier,  *  1701;. 

Fans  : — Library  of  the  Muieum  of  Natural  History.     [Botanical 
MSS.} 
The  MS.  Collections  of  Plumteb  relate  more  especially  to  the 

Iriora  of  the  West  Indies.     I  am  uncertain  whether  their  acquisi- 
tion by  the  Museum  came  by  way  of  bequest  or  of  purchase. 
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woman  got  through  the  keyhole  somehow,  and  tripped  up  even  the 
foliowerB  of  Lotol4.  If  the  old  fellow  in  1600  did  not  actually 
marry !  He  married,  and  had  two  sons,  and  this  was  more  than 
enough  to  in?alidate  and  revoke  each  and  every  prior  bequest.  She 
must  have  been  a  clever  woman,  for  we  hear  of  no  more  will-makirig 
in  favour  of  monba,  or  citiea,  or  Jesuits,  till  1615,  when  Giacomo 
BALOEacni,  some  relation,  probably,  of  ^Eoeas,  got  round  him  and 
induced  him  to  make  a  formal  bequeat  to  the  City.  Ferhapa  Mrs. 
Prospero  Podiani  had  grown  incautioua  from  esceBsive  confidence, 
or  bad  begun  to  lose  her  first  influence.  Be  that  aa  it  may,  in  llilS, 
I  Bay,  he  again  lelt  hia  Library  to  the  City  of  Perugia.  I  cannot 
think  but  that  the  struggle  would  have  commenced  atresh,  and  that 
there  would  have  been  another  series  of  codicils,  bad  not  Prospero, 
luckily  for  the  City,  suddenly  died  in  the  November  of  that  year, 
and  left  books,  and  children,  and  friars,  and  decemvirs,  to  settle  the 
affair  amongat  themBelves  aa  best  they  might.  For,  despite  bis  last 
fonnal  benuest,  there  was  yet  a  good  deal  to  settle.  The  authorities 
immediately  carted  his  books  back  again  once  more  to  the  Palazzo. 
Litigation  forthwith  began.  The  sons  of  the  deceased  put  in  tlieir 
claim,  and  the  Jesuits  followed  by  asserting  tlieirs.  Evervbody  else 
stood  aside,  content  to  watch  the  issue  aa  tried  between  tliese  great 
contending  parties.  Not  many  monks,  however — not  many  Domi- 
nicans, Augnstinians,  Cassinesi,  or  Cappucini,  I  guesa, — lived  to  see 
tberesalt,  which  was  not  declared  for  two  -  an  d-fil%  years.  In  1667, 
not  before,  was  the  City  of  Perugia  declared  to  be  the  rightful  heir 
of  the  Prospero  Pouiam  who  had  died  in  16IS.  I  confess  that  in 
tbe  whole  range  of  comedy  I  meet  with  no  auch  comic  figure  as  this 
old  fellow,  making  and  unmaking  testamenta.  Not  in  Plautus,  not 
in  Terance,  not  in  Moliere — and  where  else  should  I  look  'f — do  I 
meet  with  this  whimsical  book- col  lector's  equal.  I  never  paaa  the 
FalaxEO  Communale  but  I  fancy  Prospero  PoDiAia  is  within,  sitting 
ID  an  honourable  place,  and  eating  hia  dinner  for  nothing.  I  laughed 
at  him  at  first,  and  I  laugh  at  him  still.  But  1  have  a  liking  for 
him  also.  For  see !  He  left  his  books  to  none  of  the  above.  He 
left  them  all  to  me.     Morning  after  morning  I  have  spent  in  that 

t library,  and  nobody  came  to  keep  rae  company.  Only  adoor-keeper, 
.who  handed  me  donn  what  bookit  I  could  not  reach,  and  sat  near  the 
doorway,  cobbling  shoes,  in  the  interval. 
"  But,  even  in  1667,  Perugia  hod  not  done  with  Prospero  Podiaki. 
Fifty  years  later,  bis  bequest  had  been  succeeded  by  so  many  others 
that  it  was  necessary  to  transfer  all  the  volumes,  thus  become  the 
TOopertyof  the  City,  from  the  Palazzo  to  a  more  convenient  locality. 
This  was  accordingly  done  in  1717;  and  on  the  staircase  of  the 
library,  as  I  daily  mount,  I  read  in  print,  on  a  marble  tablet,  the 
Latin  assurance  that  Prosper  Podtands  is  deemed  to  be  worthy  of 
on  no  account  yielding  to  tlie  chief  personages  of  our  age  in  nobility 
and  greatneM  of  mind,  as  principally  manifested  in  hia  foundatiou  i 
of  this  Library."' 


I  Forlniflia* 
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(771)  John  Augustus  von  Ponickau,  ^  26  Feb.,  1802. 

Hallo: — University  Library.     {_MSS.  and  Printed  Books,"] 

VoK  Ponickau  bequeathed  to  the  University  of  Wittenherg  a 
very  noble  Library.  It  comprised,  at  the  Testator's  death,  more 
than  18,000  volumes  of  Printed  Books  (estimating  therein  the  pro- 
bable number  of  volumes  which  would  then  have  been  added — to 
the  volumes  already  bound — by  the  binding  of  the  extensive,  but  un- 
bound,'series  of  tracts  and  dissertations) ;  and  640  MSS.*  He  also 
bequeathed  a  fund  for  augmentations.  But  the  special  value  of  this 
great  gift  to  Wittenberg — one  of  the  noblest  of  those  ancient  seats 
of  learning  which  have  helped  to  make  Germany  what  she  is — lay  in 
the  fact  that  it  was  pre-eminently  the  Collection  of  a  patriotic,  not 
of  a  cosmopolitan,  scholar.  The  Collector  had  a  strong  feeling^,  not 
merely  for  Germany  (though  the  wide  Fatherland  had  also  in  him  a 
devoted  son),  but  for  Saxony  in  particular,  and  he  made  a  vast  col- 
lection of  Saxon  hif^tory  and  literature. 

He  was  also  the  Founder  of  the  Church  Library  at  Eoehrsdorff. 

But  the  gift  to  Wittenberg  was  destined  to  prove  unfortunate  in 
its  after-history.  When  Yon  Pokickau  died,  days  of  gloom  were 
drawing  nigh. 

The  circumstances  which  led  to  the  suppression  of  the  University 
of  Wittenberg,  and  to  the  compulsory  transfer  of  most  of  its  staff 
and  possessions  to  Halle  need  not  be  related  here.  They  belong  to 
one  of  the  best-known  portions  of  German  history.  In  the  course 
of  the  eventful  year  1815,  the  Library  which  had  been  the  object  of 
80  much  forethought  and  so  many  cares  was  almost  reduced  to  a 
wreck. 

After  the  first  successes  of  the  Allied  troops,  the  French  Governor 
of  the  district  ordered,  peremptorily,  that  the  rooms  appropriated  to 
the  Library  should  be  cleared  within  twenty-four  hours.  The 
books,  both  of  the  old  University  Collection  and  of  the  Ponickau 
Library,  were  then  hurriedlv  thrust  into  sacks,  and  piled  up, 
in  separate  heaps — even  in  that  moment  of  haste  and  trouble  the 
terms  of  Von  Pokiokau's  Will  were  kept  in  mind — in  a  neighbour- 
ing house.  Presently  came  an  order  from  Dresden  to  pack  them 
into  cases  and  bring  them  thither,  in  the  charge  of  Professor  Geb- 
itACH,  who  was  directed  to  superintend  their  embarkation  in  barges 
at'Wittenberff,  and  their  disembarkation  at  Dresden.  The  inten- 
tion, it  is  said,  was  to  conceal  them  in  the  vaults  of  the  Church  of 
the  Holy  Cross. 

Geslaoh  (very  unwillingly,  no  doubt)  complied  with  the  order ; 
embarked  the  books,  and  went  up  the  Elbe  with  them.  The  wind 
was  unfavourable,  and  the  vessels,  on  the  fifth  day,  were  but  near 
Meissen.  There  they  learnt  that  the  truce  was  at  an  end,  and  that 
the  French  armies  were  approaching.  And  the  further  progress  of 
the  boats  was  prohibitea  by  a  military  commandant.     Professor 

*  1150,  iMcordiBg  to  another  itatement  {Serap.,  xix,  Sapp.  81). 

[11] 
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r  I  QzBi'AOH  then  took  upon  liimsolf  the  reeponsibilitj  and  i 

'.  ii  seeking  a  place  of  concealment  near  at  hand.      H^e  fonod  one  - 

'i  1  country-house  of  a  Leipaic  merchant  at  Seuaelitz.     Whilst  thi 

'  J ..  of  unlading  was  yet  not  quite  finiBhed,  a  troop  of  Cossacks  t 

i  l  the  spot.     The  officer  in  command  seized  the  two  akifls,  buti 

■'  1  the  books  on  being  told  that  they  were  "  the  Library  of  LothI 

'''t'  MELiJiOHTHOir."     Almost  inetantly  the  French  came  up,  dm 

^J  the  Cossacks  after  some  conflict,  and  seized  the  ekiffa  in  theii 

'  il  But  by  this  time  the  books,  by  dint    of  Gesi^ch's  arduoO 

'  j  were  safely  lodged  at   Seuselitz.     And   there,    too,  their  pro 

*'^  remained  to  keep  watch  over  them, 

*■ '.  Scarcely  had  the  dangers  from   the  soldiers  of  NapolkoJ 

■!  J  from  the  Cossacks  of  the  Csar  been  warded  off,  when  tiie  Froi 

i''l  began  to  stretch  out  their  predatory  hflode.      On  what  pret 

I'll  Frussisn  (who,  in  his  turn,  had  a  command  near  Seuaelitz)  cl 

ii  "the  Library  of  LuTHEaandof  MELiNcnTno>","  in  order  toes 

'.■  to  Breslau,  it  is  hard  to  discover.     The  claim,  however,  was  i 

V,  and  FrofesBor  Gxrlach  was  ]>laced  under  arrest  for  resisdi 

,'  i  But  his  colleagues  made  such  representations  to  the  profisioui 

;  J  tiioiities  who  had  been  put  into  office  at  Lcipsic  after  the  bati 

I  \  had  the  effect  of  preventing  the  contemplated  remoral  to  Bn 

- 1  And,  within  a  few  months,  the  course  of  political  events  «i 

I  '  Gbblach  to  crown   his  honourable   eiertiona  by  conTeving 

i-,  remained  of  the  Library  back  to  its  old  abode  at  Wittenbei^.* 

it  had  suffered  so  much  in  these  forced  removals  that  it  reta 
little  more,  perhaps,  than  the  half  of  what  it  had  been,  in  real  ^ 
and  availability.   - 

There  it  was  destined  to  remiun — as  respects  its  most  impa 
contents — only  for  a  very  brief  period.  In  1816  the  Prusnai 
vemment  determined  on  the  removal  of  the  ancient  UoiTeni 
Wittenberg  to  Halle,  there  to  be  united  with  that  joanger  Vt 
sity  which  had  won  for  itself  such  distinction  during  the  eic 
year   that  had  preceded  the  '  War  of  Independence,'     The 

Cof  the  older  Library  of  Wittenberg,  and  the  whole  of  tbs 
ICKAU  Library,  together  with  the  University  Becords.t 
also  transferred.  A  *  Seminary  '  took  the  place  of  the  Umvera 
Wittenberg,  and  was  endowed  with  a  portion  of  the  books  ii 
classes  of  Theology  niiJ  Philology.  These  continue  in  the  Cc 
sity  building,  as  before  tho  transfer ;  and  some  small  proyiaii 
made  for  augmentation. 

The  Libraries  thus  united  at  Halle  probably  contained,  in  ' 
between  95,000  and  100,000  printed  volumea,  besides  934  MSS. 

•  Die  EtHung  der  Wilienbergtr  Uninfriitati-Bihliothel  ditvi  dertm 
Cuatot  M.  QoHlob  Wilhtlm  Gbbuch.  Comp.  BOhmer,  GeickUkU  dei 
Poniciauaehen  Bihiiolhet  (Halle,  1867,  4ta). 

t  GerUch,  Die  Rettvng,  kt:,,  u  nbove.  "  Man  dlipoiilrte,"  he  addi,  "  ab 
littcniriachen  Sch&tze  WUtenbeq;^  und  beniitite  tit,  ohne  zu  iriu^t)  « 
■n  der  Erhattung  dergelbeD  meio  Leben  g^gangen  hntte." 
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The  annual  increase  is  estimated  at  about  600  volumes,  and  the 
present  number  of  printed  volumes  (1868)  as  nearly  110,000.  The 
sum  allotted  to  purchases  (according  to  the  official  returns  sent  to 
the  Foreign  Office  in  1850)  averages  £375  yearly,  besides  a  small 
separate  fund  transferred  from  Wittenberg  with  the  books. 

JN'evertheless,  the  fine  Collection  of  Von  Poniokau  is,  as  I  have 
said,  little  more  than  a  wreck  of  what  it  was  before  1813. 

The  original  extent  of  the  specially  '  Saxon '  Library  (i.  e,  histo- 
rical works  relating  to  Saxony,  and  the  various  appendages  to  them) 
was  about  12,000  volumes.  It  is,  at  this  moment  (1868),  only 
about  6500  volumes.  The  miscellaneous  books,  and  the  vast  col- 
lection of  tracts,  may,  together,  be'taken  as  originally  6000  volumes ; 
they  now  do  not  much  exceed  500  volumes.* 

This  statement  is  based  on  an  actual  counting,  book  by  book, 
effected  in  1863. 

(772)  Alexander  Pope,  *  30  May,  1744. 

London : — BritUh  Museum  Library,     [  MSS.  ] 

Part  of  the  MS.  Correspondence  of  Pope  was  purchased  in  the 
year  1864,  by  the  Trustees  of  the  British  Museum. 

(773)  Richard  Porson,  *  25  September,  1808. 

Cambridfi^O  \ — Trinity  College  Library.     [Printed  Books,'] 

Pobson's  Library  was  dispersed  after  his  death.  Part  of  it 
was  purchased  for  Trinity  College.  Other  selections  from  it  were 
made,  I  think,  for  the  London  Institution,  of  which  Pobson 
-was  the  first  Librarian;  but  the  great  scholar  was  not  so  ex- 
emplary in  librarianship  as  he  was  in  scholarship.  '*  We  should 
scarcely  know,  Mr.  Pobsok,'' — said  a  Member  of  the  Committee  to 
him,  on  one  occasion, — **  that  we  have  the  honour  to  possess  you,  as 
our  Librarian,  but  that  we  see  your  name  on  the  quarterly 
cheques."  There  is  no  mention  of  any  purchases  from  Pobson*s 
Library  in  the  preface  to  Mr.  Bichard  Thomson's  very  able  Cata- 
logue of  the  Institution  Library,  but  that  Collection  is  rich  in 
CJassicB — some  of  which,  in  all  probability,  were  acquired  when  the 
major  part  of  Pobson*8  books  went  to  Cambridge. 

(774)  John  Pory,  *  1635. 

London  : — British  Museum  Library.     [MS.  Correspondence.] 

The  PoBT  MSS.  were  purchased  by  the  Trustees  of  the  British 
Museum.  They  now  form  part  of  the  Collection  known  as  "  Addi- 
tional MSS." 

•  Bdhmer,  Oesekichte  der  Von  Paniekauisehen  Bibliothek  (Halle,  1867,  4ito}. 

« 
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(782)  Stephen  Quatremere,  *  1857. 

Munich : — Royal  Library.     [MSS,  and  Printed  Books,^ 

This  fine  Library,  rich  especially  in  Oriental  Literature,  waa 
bought,  in  1858,  for  the  Boyal  Library  of  Munich.  It  is  said  to 
extend  to  43,800  printed  volumes,  and  to  about  1200  MSS.  It  cost 
the  King  of  Bavaria  more  than  £12,000  sterling. 

(783)  John  Mary  Querard,  ^  1867. 

Bordeaux: — Library  of  Mr.  G-ustavus  Bbuket. 

The  bibliographical  MSS.  and  printed  Library  of  Qu^rasd  were 
purchased,  after  the  death  of  that  eminent  labourer  in  an  ill-rewarded 
field,  by  Mr.  Q.  Bbunet,  a  scholar  well  able  to  turn  to  public  profit 
whatever  of  valuable  and  unused  material  the  Collector  may  have 
left  behind  him. 

(784)  Cardinal  Augelo  Mary  Querini,  *  1759. 

Some : — VaUean  Library,     [MSS,  and  Printed  Books,'] 
Brescia : — Toum  Library,     [MSS,  and  Printed  Books,] 

Cardinal  QuEBun  formed  two  successive  Libraries,  both  of  which 
are  extensive  and  valuable.  The  first  he  gave  to  the  Pope  for  the 
augmentation  of  the  Vatican  Library.  The  second  he  gave  to  the 
Town  of  Brescia. 

(785)  Henry  John  Quin^  *  23  September,  1794, 

: — Trinity  College  Library. 


A  Library,  collected  by  Mr,  Qriir,  and  containing  many  curious 
and  valuable  books,  both  printed  and  MS.,  was  bequeathed  by  the 
Collector  to  the  Dublin  University.  The  bequest,  however,  was 
hampered  by  many  restrictions  as  to  the  use  to  be  made  of  the 
books ;  and  some  of  these  seem  scarcely  more  reasonable  in  their 
character  than  complimentary  to  the  community  intended  to  be  bene- 
fited. C<  My  books,"  said  the  Testator,  in  his  Will,  being  <<  liable 
to  be  stolen,  if  placed  in  a  situation  easy  of  access.") 
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year  1860.    In  date,  tbey  range  from  1762  to  1808,  and  form  part 
of  the  series  known  as  '  Additional  MSS.' 

(792)  Sir  Walter  Ralegh,  *  29  October,  1618. 

Hatfield  House  {Hertfordshire)  : — Lord  Saxisbubt*s  Library. 
[Letters  and  Remnant  of  MSS."], 

London : — Rolls  House  [Letters  and  Remnant  of  MSS,"]  ;  British 
Museum  Library  [Part  of  MS,  Correspondence']. 

Of  the  circumstances  attendant  upon  the  dispersion  of  the  fine 
Library  which  Ralegh  had  collected  I  have  given  some  brief 
account  in  Life  and  Letters  of  Sir  Walter  Balegh  (1868)  ;  and  also 
of  the  still  more  remarkable  dispersion  of  his  Correspondence  and 
other  papers.  (See,  more  especially,  the  Lttroduction  to  Vol.  II,  and 
the  letter  printed  at  p.  414  of  that  volume.) 

(793)  Count  Henry  Railtzau,  ^  1  January,  1598. 

Copenhagen : — Royal  Library.     [Printed  Books,'] 

(794)  Vincent  Ranuzzi,  *  .     .     . 

Middle  Will  {Worcestershire) :  —  Library  of  Sir  Thomas 
Phlllipps. 

Part  of  the  (MSS.  chiefly  Italian)  of  the  Ranuzzi  Collection  were 
purchased  by  Sir  Thomas  Phillipps  for  the  Library  at  Middle 
HiU. 

(795)  Amplonius  Ratillk  (or  Rattingun),  ^  .     .     . 

Erfurt  \— Royal  Public  Library,     [MSS,] 
[See  Book  II,  chap.  2.] 

(796)  Richard  Rawltoson,  *  1755. 

Oxford : — Bodleian  Library  [MSS,  and  Part  of  Printed  Books]  ; 
Library  of  St,  John^s  College  [Part  of  Printed  Books], 

[See  Memoirs  of  Libraries,  Vol.  II,  p.  127  (1859).] 

(797)  John  Raynham  {Fellow  of  Merton),  ^  .     .     . 

Oxford  X—Merton  College  Library,     [MSS,] 

(798)  William  Reed,  Bishop  of  Chichester,  ^  1885. 

Oxford : — ^^^  College  Library  [Part  of  MSS.]  ;  Merton  College 
Library  [Part  of  MSS,]. 

Bishop  Reed*s  very  valuable  MSS.  were  divided,  at  his  death. 
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between  New  College  and  Merton,  with   both    of  which 

cuiinectod. 

[Rehdiger.    See  Rhediger.] 

(799)  Thomas  Reid,  *  1624. 

Aberdeen : — Marischal  College  Library.      \^Printed  Book 

K bid's   Library  came  to   Marischal   College,    in    1624, 

Collector's  bequest. 

(800)  Thomas  Relnesius,  ^17  January,  166 

Naumburg:— -^^'^^  Library, 

The  Library  of  Reinesius  was  purchased  by  Duke  Maih 
Saxony  from  the  heirs  of  the  Collector,  and  now  forms  paurt 
*  Naumburg-Zeitz '  Library  in  the  Town  of  Zeitz. 

(801)  Christian  ReitZOr,  *  .      .      . 

Copenhagen: — Royal  Library. 

l^olh  the  Czar  Petee  *the  Great'  and  oup  own  eminen 
lector  Charles  Spencer,  Earl  of  Sunderland  (founder  of  the  I 
at  Blenheim)  were  rival  bidders  for  the  large  and  valuable  I 
uf  Reitzkk,  when  the  owner's  wish  to  dispose  of  it  came  to  b 
licly  known  ;  but  the  ])atriotic  owner  preierred  to  sell  it  to  h 
Government,  for  a  smaller  sum  than  that  offered  either  by  the  w 
Englisii  Statesman  or  by  the  Emperor  of  Kussia,  that  so  it 
remain  in  Denmark,  and  continue  to  assist  the  studies  of  his  i 
countrymen. 

(8(1:2)  Eusobius  Renaudot,  *  1720. 

Paris  V—Lnperial  Library,     [Printed  Books.'] 

Eknaudot  bequeathed  his  Library  to  the  Abbey  of  St.  Ge 
des  IV^s,  at  Paris.      It  sulfered  the  usual  injuries  during  the 
lution,  but   pjirt    of  it  survives,    I  believe,  in  the  great  Xa 
Library  at  Paris. 

(803)  John  Reuchlin,  *  1455. 

Carlsruhe  :  — Grand  ])uml  Library.     [Printed  Books  and  2 

The  Library  of  Rkuciilix — or  what  survived  of  it — ^was  ei 
ally  j)urchased  by  the  Grand  Duke  of  Hesse  for  the  Libn 

Carlsruhe. 
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(804)  John  D.  ReUSS^  *  1838. 

Tubingen  t —  Univernty  Library,     \_MSS.  and  Printed  BookM,"] 

Professor  Beuss  bequeathed  bis  Library  to  the  Uniyersity  of 
Tubingen. 

(805)  Charles  Emanuel  Alexander  Rovlczky, 

>Ji  August,  1793. 

Althorpe  House  (Northamptonshire)  :  —  Lord  Spekceb's 
Library,     [Printed  BooksJ] 

Beticzkt*8  Collection  was  especially  rich  in  the  first  printed 
editions  of  the  Greek  and  Soman  Classics,  and  in  the  choice  pro- 
ductions of  famous  printers.  This  fine  Library  was  bought  by 
Lord  Spenceb,  just  three  years  before  its  Collector's  death.  The 
▼endor  had  chosen  to  take  great  part  of  the  price  by  way  of  annuity. 

(8b6)  James  Reynolds  (of  Cambridge),  >b  1868. 

Cambridge : — Free  Library.     [Printed  Books,"] 

A  Collection  of  2720  volumes  of  books  was  given  to  the  Cam- 
bridge Free  Library  by  Mr.  Beynolds  in  his  lifetime.  And  to  the 
gift  he  added,  by  his  last  Will,  a  bequest  of  the  sum  of  £200  for 
the  further  augmentation  of  the  Library. 

(807)  Thomas  von  Rhediger^  *  1576. 

Breslau: — ^BnEDiOEBan^  Town  Library  [formerly  in  the  Church 
of  St.  Elizabeth],     [MSS.  and  Printed  Books,] 

Thomas  von  Rhedigeb  was  a  wealthy  townsman  of  Breslau,  bom 
in  1541,  whose  love  of  learning  showed  itself  almost  from  the  cradle. 
During  a  very  short  life  he  made  himself  conspicuous  both  for 
literary  attainments  and  for  an  intimate  acquaintance  with  the  most 
civilised  parts  of  Europe— reformed  and  unreformed — as  well  as  for 
his  zealous  and  successful  pursuits  as  a  Collector  of  books  and  anti- 
quities. Having  studied  Doth  at  Wittenberg  and  at  the  Sorbonne, 
having  explored  Italy  and  the  Netherlands,  he  died  in  1576,  from 
the  consequences  of  the  overturn  of  a  carriage  whilst  on  his  way  to 
Breslau.  He  had  already,  it  is  said,  expended  no  less  a  sum  than 
17,000  gulden  in  the  purchase  of  his  Library  and  its  appendant 
Collections. 

These  Collections — both  of  books  and  of  antiquities — ^he  be- 

gueathed,  in  trust,  to  be  maintained  as  a  public  institution  of  Bres- 
lu, — *'  ut  ilia  bibliotheca,  cum  suis  omamentis,  non  tantum  Rhedi- 
geriana  familia  {penes  quam  eamperpetuo  esse  volo),  verum  etiam 
aliis  usui  et  voluptati  esse  possit.''  Despite  these  earnest  expressions 
in  his  last  Will,  advantage,  it  seems,  was  taken  of  the  circumstances 
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(813)  Mary  Rich,  Lady  Warmch,  *  1674. 

Lcmdon : — British  Museum  Library.     [MSS.'] 

The  Papere  of  Lady  Warwick  have  recently  heen  acquired  hy  the 
Trustees  of  the  British  Museum.  They  form  Nos.  27,351  to  27,358 
of  the  *  Additional  MSS.' 

(814)  Claudius  James  Rich,  *  1825, 

London : — British  Museum  Library,     [Oriental  M8SJ\ 

The  very  valuable  Collection  of  Oriental  MSS.  formed  by  Mr. 
HiCH,  during  a  long  residence  in  India  and  in  Persia,  was  purchased 
by  the  Trustees  of  the  British  Museum,  after  the  Collector's  death. 

(815)  William  Richards,  LL.D.,  ^  1818. 

PrOVideHCO  (Bhode  island) : — Library  of  Brown  University, 
[Printed  BooksJ] 

Dr.  BioHABDS  bequeathed  his  Library  to  Brown  University,  in 
1818. 

(816)  Cardinal  kxm^^ndi  Julius  de  Richeliou,  ^  1642. 

Paris  J — Imperial  Library  [MSS.  and  State  Papers']  ;  Library 
of  the  Foreign  Office  [Part  of  State  Papers'], 

Cardinal  db  Biohelieu  bequeathed  his  Library,  then  including  588 
valuable  MSS. — about  half  of  which  were  Hebrew — to  the  Doctors 
of  the  Sorbonne.  After  the  dispersion  of  the  old  Library  of  the 
Sorbonne,  much  of  the  Richelieu  Collections  came  to  the  Imperial 
Library. 

(817)  Gloucester  Ridley,  *  November,  1774. 

Oxford  \—New  College  Library.     [Biblical  MSS,] 

Dr.  Gloucester  Bidley  bequeathed  his  MSS.  to  New  College. 

'  (818)  John  Godfrey  Riemor,  *  1728. 

BreslftU : — Bhedigbb  Library.     [Printed  Books.] 

A  valuable  Historical  Library  which  had  been  formed  by  Biemeb 
was  bequeathed,  by  way  of  augmentation,  to  the  Bhediger  Library 
[see  No.  807],  on  the  Collector's  death. 

(819)  Fabricius  Rilli-Orsini,  *  .    .    . 

Poppi  (*»  Tuscany)  : — Billi  Library, 

The  Billi  Public  Library  at  Poppi,  in  the  province  of  Arezzo, 
was  founded,  by  gift,  in  December,  1825,  as  a  municipal  institution. 
The  Founder  gave  also  an  endowment  fund.      The  Collection  has 
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been  angmeatod  bj  Bubaequeot  beae&ctora.    [See  bel 

'  SOLOASI.'] 

(&20)  Robartes  Family. 
Iianliydrooh  (Cornwall)  .-~~Bobabte)I  Lidrary, 
I'  A  curiouB  old  Family  Library  is  still  preseiTed  at 

.^:  and  a  very  interesting  notice  of  its  conteats  appeared 

'''  ago,  in  the  Quarterly/  Eevieta. 

(821)  Robert  of  Sorbonne,  *  15  Angi 

Taxia:— Imperial  Library,      [lltmaaiil  of  MSS.] 
BoBSBT,  Founder  of  the  Sorbonoc,  bequeathed  bia  ] 
Facultr.     Oq  the  dUpersion  of  the  ani^ieat  Library,  par 
Tiring  MSS,  came  to  the  Imperial  Library. 

(822)  Thomas  Robinson,  First  Lord  Gra 
^  1770. 
Ixjndon : — BrilUh  Miueum  Library.     {Diplomatic  C» 
and  other  J£SS.] 

(823)  Thomas  RoblnSon,  Second  Lord  Gt 
*  1786. 

London : — Brilith  Museum  Library.  {Diplomatie  Cor 
and  other  MSS.] 

The  papere  of  the  first  and  second  Lords  Ghistha] 
together  an  important  aeries  (very  valuable  for  our  politii 
of  122  rolumes — came  to  the  British  Museum,  in  tlie  yei 
the  gift  of  Lady  Cowper,  their  descendant.  Thc-y  now 
23,780  (»  23,878,  and  Nos.  24,157  to  24,179,  of  the  ■  A 
MSS.' 

(824)  Mr.  Justice  RobinSOn  [one  of  the  Jus 
King's  Bench  in  Ireland),  *  1787. 

Dublin : — King's  Jnna  Library. 

The  Library  left  by  Ju(1pe  Eobinsox  waa  purchaa 
augmentation  of  that  of  the  King's  Inns. 

(825)  Richard  Robin  son,  Lord  Rokeby,  Arch 
Armagh,  ^  October,  1794. 
Armagh : — I'ubUe  Library. 

Archbinhop  RoDrasoN  bequeathed  hia  Library  to  liis 
Town,  as  the  foundation  of  a  Public  Library. 
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(826)  Cardinal  Angelm  RoCCa,  *  8  April,  1620. 

Home : — Angelica  Library,     [Printed  BookaJ] 

Cardinal  Eocga  bequeathed  his  Collection  for  the  foundation  of  a 
new  Public  Librarj  in  Borne. 

(827)  Simon  della  Rocca,  *  1747. 

SaVOna : — ^Booga  lAhrary.     [Printed  Books,} 

The  small  Collection  of  books,  bequeathed  to  Savona  by  the  Canon 
DELLA  BocGA,  is  stiU  maintained  as  a  separate  Public  Library. 

(828)  Cardinal  Francis  De  La  RochefOUCauld, 

^  14  February,  1645. 

Paris : — Library  of  St.  Genevihe.     [Printed  Books.'] 

Part  of  the  Library  of  the  Cardinal  Djb  La  Bochefoxjoauld 
became,  by  the  Collector's  gift,  the  foundation  of  that  of  St. 
Geneyieve. 

(829)  Sir  Thomas  Roe,  *  November,  1644. 

Oxford :— Bodleian  Library.     [MSS,] 

Sir  Thomas  Boe*b  MSS.  were  given  to  the  University  of  Oxford  in 
1628.  They  had  been  collected  during  his  Embassies  to  India  and 
to  Constantinople,  between  the  year  1614  and  the  date  of  their  gift 
to  Oxford. 

(830)  J.  H.  Roeding,  *  .    .    . 

Hamburgh : — Commercial  Library,     [Printed  Books,"] 

An  extensive  Collection  of  books  on  the  art  of  Navigation,  and  on 
some  cognate  subjects,  formed  by  Boxdino,  was  purchased  by  the 
Directors  of  the  Commercial  Library  of  Hamburgh. 

(831)  Daniel  Rogers,  *  11  February,  1590. 

London : — British  Museum  Library,     [MSS.] 

Daniel  Rooees  was  one  of  the  Clerks  of  the  Privy  Council  in  the 
earlier  years  of  the  reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  and  was  afterwards 
employed  upon  several  embassies  to  the  Continent.  Many  of  his 
Diplomatic  MSS.  passed  into  the  hands  of  Sir  Bobert  Coxroifr,  and  so 
came,  eventually,  to  the  British  Museum. 

(832)  Paul  Anthony  Rolli,  *  1767. 

Lucera:— r<wn  or  Communal  Libraty,     [Printed  Books,] 
BoLLi's  Library  was  sold  shortly  after  his  death.     The  bulk  of  it 
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vCollectioQ  which  formerly  belonged  to  the  Mathe mat ico- Nautical 

Kfichool,  founded  in  1751 ;  and  also  the  '  copyright '  hooke,  or  books 

Pvrinted  within  '  the  Littoral,'  and  claimable  by  law.     Collectively, 

Bueae  amounted,  at  the  same  date,  to  164^3  volumes.    The  third  and — 

■in  some  points  of  view — the  must  valuable  department  embraees  the 

"  mdid  Petrarchian  ('  Petrarchesca ')  and  Piccolominean  {'Piccolo- 

ra  *)  CollectioDB,  which  formed  part  of  the  bequest  of  Dominick  do 

[oesETTi.     The  volumes  of  Petbarch  are  in  number  772  -,  those  of 

pODe  Pica  II  (,,£neas  Sylvius  Picoolomini)  123  ;  those  illtutratioe 

*f  Doth  authors,  750;  in  ail,  IGiS  volumes,     These  are  the  numbera 

fficially  reported  in  1855.    There  is  also  appended  to  this  Collection 

toother  EosBETTi  series — that  of  books  on  nmritiine  law — comprising 

3S5  volumes,  and  including  some  of  great  rarity. 

Tiie  hulk  of  Rosbetti's  noble  gift  was,  with  hia  own  sanction, 
B;»inalgamated,  for  utility's  sake,  with  the  General  Collection,  That 
Biglift  contained  in  all  7000  volumes  ;  but  these  special  aud  famous 
Vgroupa  of  bouks  (that  on  Petbasoh  has,  on  the  whole,  no  rival)  are, 

■  not  less  wisely,  kept  apart,  both  in  honour  of  the  donor  and  of  the 

■  fomous  Italian,  ail  the  known  editions  of  whose  works  it  was 
■BossETTi'a  ambition — and  is  now  the  ambition  of  the  guardians  of 
B'lliB  Collection — ultimately  to  gather  together. 

rould  be  very  fallacious  to  regard  such  an  aim  as  the  merely 

(eurious  solicitude  of  a  bibliomaniac,  or  as  an  elaborate  Collection  of 

)  mere  tools  of  his  craft  made  by  a  bibliographer,     Some  sucli 

lought,  however,  is  apt  to  arise  in  many,  and  not  uncultivated,  minds. 

b  once  chanced  to  the  present  writer  to  show  to  a  man  of  some 

iducation,   and  of  eminent  social  position,  a  remarkable  series   of 

iertaia  early  and  choice  editions  of  SitiEEsPEARK. — '  What  can  be 

the  use  of  so  many  Shakespeares  P     Is  not  one  enough  ?'     These 

were  the  only  remarks  which  the  sight  suggested,  notwithstanding 

we  notoriety,  in.  these  days,  of  much  of  that  wonderful  literary 

istory,  of  which  the  successive  editions  and  successive  translations  of 

tlie  world's  dramatist  are  the  speaking  memorials.     As  with  Shakk- 

niARE,  80  (although  in  lesser  degree)  with  PETfiAUCH.     A  mere 

Ties  of  the  editions  and  translations,  in  the  order  of  their  appear- 

(uggests  a  chapter — ^and  not  the  least  instructive  chapter— in 

khe  History  of  Civilisation,  And,  like  pictures  in  medieval  churches, 

luch  a  series  may  be  made  to  give  tood  for  thought  even  to  men 

lidebarred  from  reading — whether  so  debarred  by  engrossing  labour  or 

by  sheer  ignorance. 

Every  year  adds  something  to  the  Petrarchian  Collection  at  Trieste, 
and  not  a  few  foreigners  have  helped  to  augment  it  by  gifts,  from 
remote  places,  of  hooka  so  rare  as  to  have  escaped  the  eager  search 
of  RossETTi.  When  will  any  like  Special  Collection  be  set  apart  for 
public  view,  in  honour  of  Shakespeare,  in  our  British  Museum?  As 
yet,  the  Free  Town  Library  of  Birmingham  is  the  only  Public 
Library,  I  believe,  in  the  empire  which  has  formed  such  a  separate 
Collection,  on  any  adequate  scale. 
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(844)  David  Ruhnken,  *  14  May,  1798. 

Loyden: — University  Library,     [Printed  Books  and  MSS.'] 

The  Literary  Collections  of  this  eminent  Philologist  were  given  to 
the  University  of  Leyden  during  his  lifetime. 

(845)  Count  Nicholas  RumiantSOV,  ^  .     .     . 

St.  Fetersburgh : — Library  of  the  SuMiANTSOV  Museum, 

The  fine  Library  and  other  Collections  of  Count  Bumiantsov 
were  organized,  as  a  public  institution  of  the  Eussian  capital,  in 
1827. 

(846)  John  Baptist  Rusca^  ^  .     .     . 

MUftn : — Jmbrosian  Library,     [MSS,"] 

(847)  Peter  Martyr  Rusconi,  *  1856. 

Sondrio  («»  Lombardy)  : — Town  Library,     [Printed  Books.'] 

In  the  year  1861,  P.  M.  Busooni  became  the  Founder,  con- 
jointly with  the  Municipality,  of  the  present  Town  Library  of 
Sondrio.  Six  years  before,  he  had  bequeathed  to  the  town  his  own 
Collection,  of  aoout  2000  volumes,  together  with  a  small  fund  for  main- 
tenance, in  the  event  of  adequate  steps  being  taken  by  the  authorities 
for  ensuring  the  permanence  of  the  institution.  The  Collection  is 
already  almost  thrice  as  large  as  when  it  was  first  opened, — scarcely 
eight  years  since. 

(848)  Thomas  Rymer,  *  14  December,  1713. 

London  : — British  Museum  Library,     [MSS,] 

The  MS.  Collections  on  British  History  of  the  Editor  of  the 
Ihedera  are  preserved  in  the  British  Museum. 


s. 

(849)  Sir  Ralph  Sadler,  *  30  March,  1587. 

Hdinburgh: — Advocates^  Library,     [MSS.] 

Part  of  the  MSS.  of  Sir  Kalph  Sadler  were  acquired  for  the 
Library  of  the  Faculty  of  Advocates,  by  purchase. 

(850)  Paul  Joseph  Safarik,  *  18G1. 

St.  Petersburgh : — Library  of  the  Imperial  Academy  of  Sciences, 
[Printed  Books.] 

Fart  of  this  Library  of  this  eminent  Sclavonic  Philologist  was 

[12J 
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porchaBed  of  tiis  heirs  hj  the  St.  Feteraburgh  Acadenir  a 
in  the  yew  1863. 

(851)  John  Saibante,  •}• .    .  H| 

Ojf'Ori.l—Sodleian  Library.     [_MSS.1  HH 

8AiBAitT£'B  Greek  MSS.  were  bought  by  the  Umversity  i 
for  jSSOO,  in  the  year  1820. 

(852)  James  Samt-Amand,  ■!•  5  September; 

Oxford ;  —  Bodleian  Library  [Printed  Books]  ;  Liiifoli 
Library  [Prinled  SooAii]. 

James  Sacnt-Amand  bequeathed  to  Bodley's  Librar 
books  in  hia  posaesaion  of  whieh  copies  were  not  alreu 
The  reddne  he  gave  to  Lincoln  College. 

(853)  Saint  G-enis  Family. 

Paris: — Lowre  Library.     [,1/SS.  and  Printed  Book*.} 
The    Juridical    CoUeetiona  of    several   generations  of 

lawyers  of  this  family  are  now  preaerved  in  the  I^brar 

Louvre. 

(854)  Sir  Richard  Saint  George,  *h  -    - 

Oxford  \— Bodleian  Library.     [MSS.! 

The  Gtenealosical  MSS.  of  this  emioent  Member  of  the  1 
College,  togftlier  with  those  of  his  brotlier  and  collesf 
Thomas  8aint  George,  were  purchased  by  Richard  Em 
and  formed  part  of  the  vast  MS.  Collection  which  he  be^ 
to  Bqdlet'b  Library. 

(855)  Oliver  Saint  John,  *  .    .    . 

London  •.—British  Museum  Library.     IMSS.} 

A  portion  of  the  MSS.   left  by   Oliver  Sai>t   Johk, 

mainly   to   Theology   and   Jurisprudence,   was   purchased 

Trustees  of  the  British  Museum,  ia  1863. 

(856)  John  Baptist  de  La  Curne  dk  Saint  Pal 
►{<  1  Marcli,  17S1. 

Paris  -.—hiiperial  Library.      [.USS.] 

Part  of  the  MS.  CoIIectious,  on  Archteological  subjects,  i 
Maim  Palaye  are  now  in  the  National  Library  of  France 
been  acquired,  as  it  Gccins,  by  purchase  after  tlie  Collector'a 
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(857)  Count  Claud  Henry  de  Saint  Simon, 

*  19  May,  1825. 

■ 

FlerS  {Ome) : — Chateau  Library, 

Part  of  the  papers  of  this  would-be  reformer  of  modem  society 
are  preserved  (in  company  with  many  ancient  family  muniments 
belonging  to  a  period  saiiently  in  contrast  with  the  age  of  'St. 
Simonianism ')  in  the  Chateau  of  Flers. 

(858)  John  Francis  Fauris  de  Saiut  Vincent, 

*  22  October,  1798. 

AiT  \—Town  Library.     [MSS.'] 

The  MSS.  of  Saiitt  Vikcbnt,  preserved  at  Aix,  relate  to  Provencal 
History  and  Literature. 

(859)  John  SambuCUS,  *  1531. 

Vienna : — imperial  Library.     [MSS.  and  Printed  Books.'] 

The  Library  of  Sambucus  was  purchased,  after  his  death,  for  the 
augmentation  of  the  Imperial  Collection  at  Vienna. 

(860)  Roderick  Sanchez,  Bishop  of  Falencia, 

*  4  October,  1470. 

Rome ! —  Vatican  Library,     [MSS.'] 

Part  of  the  MSS.  of  Sai^cusz  are  now  in  the  Vatican  Library. 

(861)  William  Sancrofb,  Archbishop  of  Canterbury y 

^  24  November,  1693. 

Oxford : — Bodleian  Library.     [MSS.] 

London  : — British  Museum  Library.  [MS.  Correspondence  and 
Part  of  MS.  Collections.] 

Cambridge  X— Emanuel  College  Library.     [Printed  Books.] 

Part  of  the  Library  of  Archbishop  Sancboft  passed,  by  his  gift, 
to  the  College  of  which  he  was,  in  so  many  wa^s,  an  eminent 
benefactor;  but  his  precious  MSS.  have  been  widely  dispersed. 
Some  of  them  came,  by  successive  purchases,  as  it  seems,  to  the 
founder  of  the  Hnrleian  Library ;  others  were  bought  by  Bishop 
Tanner  (from  one  of  the  Archbishop's  nephews),  and  eventually 
formed  part  of  his  noble  gift  to  the  University  of  Oxford.  To  Arch- 
bishop SAycBOFT*s  deep  and  life-long  interest  in  our  national  history 
and  antiquities  we  owe  the  preservation  of  many  historical  mum* 
ments  of  great  value. 
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(868)  Sir  Henry  Savile,  *  19  February,  1622. 

Oxford : — Bodleian  Library,     [MSS.  and  Printed  Books,'] 
London: — British  Museum  Library.     [MSS.] 

Sir  Henry  Satile  presented  part  of  his  fine  Library  to  the  Bod- 
leian during  his  lifetime.  He  also  formed  at  Oxford  a  special 
Mathematical  Collection  for  the  use  of  the  Savilian  professors. 

Some  of  his  books  and  MSS.  were  dispersed  after  his  death,  and, 
of  the  latter,  part  became,  eventually,  national  property,  by  the 
public  acquisition  of  the  Harleian  MSS. 

(869)  Count  Savioli,  *  .     .     . 

Bologna  l — University  Library.     [Prints,"] 

A  Collection  of  Prints  of  considerable  value,  formed  by  Count 
Savioli,  passed  to  the  University  of  Bologna,  by  purchase,  in  the 
year  1789. 

(870)  Dides  of  Savoy. 

Turin ; —  University  Library,     [MSS,  and  Printed  Books.] 

The  valuable  Library  which  had  been  formed  by  many  generations 
of  the  Dukes  of  Savoy — but  which  had  suffered  considerable  injury, 
by  fire,  in  the  year  1667 — was  given  to  Turin  by  Victob  Amadeus 
II,  in  1723.    The  gift  was  for  the  benefit  both  of  Town  and  Univer- 
sity, but  the  Collection  bears  the  name  of  *  University  Library,'  as 
being  more  especially  intended  to  meet  the  requirements  of  the 
professors  and  students.     Despite  the  losses  of  1667,  it  contains 
many  precious  treasures,  both  in  printed  books  and  in  MSS.  Amongst 
the  latter  are  palimpsests  of  Cicero,  ascribed  to  the  third  century  ; 
a  Sedulius  MS.  (Carmen  Paschale),  said  to  be  of  the  fifth  century; 
and  the  famous  *  Arena  Codex,'  containing  De  Imitations  Christi, 
There  are  also  several  valuable  Oriental  MiSS.^    Among  the  printed  jp,^^  jj}}^ 
rarities  are  the  Rationale  Divinorum  OJpciorum  of  Johu  Fust,  and  Bibiiouehe 
also   his  CiCEBO  De  Officiis ;  and  a  copy  of  the  Antwerp  Biblia  ^jlf^/j^^ 
polyylotta,  which  was  given    by  Philip    the    Second   to  Duke  lu^m^^' 
Emanuel  Philibebt.     The  Library  is  liberally  maintained  and  (iscs). 
liberally  managed. 

(871)  Frank  Sayers,  3LR,  iji  .     .     . 

Norwich : —  Cathedral  Library,     [  Printed  Boohs,] 

Dr.  Satebs  bequeathed  his  Library  to  the  Dean  and  Chapter  of 
Norwich,  as  Trustees  for  the  Public. 
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(878)  Henry  Schedel,  *  .     .     . 

: — Royal  Library,     {Printed  BookB,"] 

(879)  John  Christian  von  Scheres-Zieritz,  *  1704. 

Coburgh : — Schebes-Ziebitz  LH,     [Printed  Books  and  MSSJ\ 

The  Collections — partly  gathered  and  partly  inherited  by  the  first 
founder — known  as  the '  Schebes-Ziebitz  Library,'  are  maintained  in 
execution  of  a  testamentary  trust  of  1704. 

(880)  C.  W.  O.  A.  von  Schindel,  *  1830. 

Schoenbrunn  {near  Goerlitz)  .—Schindel  Library ,  [Printed 
Books,'] 

Schindel  bequeathed  his  Library  in  trust  for  public  use  in 
1830. 

(881)  Augustus  William  von  Schlegel,  ^  12  May, 
V  1845. 

Berlin  l^-Royal  Library,     [MSS.] 
Bonn : — University  Library,     [MSS.] 

The  valuable  MSS.  and  MS.  Collections  of  A.  "W.  von  Schlegsl 
— rich  in  the  Oriental  and  in  other  departments  of  Philology — were 
divided,  after  his  death,  between  the  Koyal  Library  of  Berlin  and  the 
University  Library  of  Bonn,  having  been  purchased  by  the  Prussian 
Government. 

(882)  B.  Schmid,  *  1840? 

Jena  : — University  Library.     [Printed  Books,"] 

Schmid's  Collection  was  more  especially  rich  in  Theology  and  in 
the  History  of  Eeligious  Missions.  It  came  to  Jena  by  the  Collec- 
tor's gifb. 

(883)  R.  J.  F.  Schmidt,  *  1761. 

Hamburgh : — Town  Library,     [Printed  Books,] 

A  curious  Collection  of  alchemical  and  astrological  books — chiefly 
valuable  as  materials  for  the  history  of  human  error,  but  casting 
many  side-lights  on  the  growth  of  true  science — had  been  formed 
by  Schmidt  towards  the  middle  of  the  last  century.  After  his  death, 
it  was  purchased  by  the  Municipal  Authorities  of  Hamburgh. 
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(892)  Thomas  Scott,  Archbishop  of  York  and  Lord 
Chancellor  of  England,  ^  29  May,  1500. 

Cambridge : — University  and  Public  Library.  \MSS,  and 
Printed  Books,'] 

This  eminent  prelate  and  statesman  became  the  real  Founder  of 
the  great  Library  of  Cambridge,  although,  many  years  before  his 
benefaction  of  14/5,  the  rudiments  of  a  small  Scholastic  Library  had 
existed  there.  Archbishop  Scott  (known  in  contemporary  docu- 
ments as  T)iQmn&  of  Rotheram)  built  a  Library,  and  furnished  it  with 
a  choice  Collection  of  books,  both  printed  and  MS.  His  building 
was  the  abode  of  the  Public  Collection  of  the  University  until  the 
year  1755.  Many  of  his  books  may  be  seen  and  used  almost  four 
centuries  afber  their  gifl;. 

(893)  Sir  Walter  Scott,  *  21  September,  1832. 

Abbotsford : — Scott  Library.     [Printed  Books  and  MSS,] 
London  l — British  Museum  Library.     [Autograph  MSS."] 

The  Abbotsford  Library,  together  with  the  entire  contents  of  the 
house,  were  restored  to  Sir  Walter  Scott,  in  1830,  by  his  trustees 
and  creditors.  The  restoration  was  agreed  to  at  a  meeting  of  the 
persons  concerned  in  the  trusteeship  of  Sir  Walter's  property  (after 
the  commercial  failures  of  1826),  *^  as  the  best  means  the  creditors 
have  of  expressing  their  yery  high  sense  of  his  most  honourable  con- 
duct, and  in  grateful  acknowledgment  of  the  unparalleled  and  most 
successful  exertions  he  has  made,  and  continues  to  make,  for  them." 

Among  the  printed  books  at  Abbotsford  are  ballads  which  Scott 
collected  in  early  boyhood.  Among  the  Autograph  MSS.  are  notes 
of  law  lectures  made  during  his  years  of  studentship,  and  a  considerable 
series  of  MSS.  of  the  Poems  and  Waverley  Novels. 

In  1867,  Mr.  Cadell's  Executors  sold,  by  public  auction  in  London, 
a  Collection  of  Scott's  Autograph  MSS.,  which  produced  £1317. 
Those  of  Bokebyy  of  l^ie  Lord  of  the  Isles,  and  o£  Anne  of  Oeierstein, 
were  then  added  to  the  Abbotsford  Collection,  being  purchased  by 
Mr.  Hope  Scott. 

Among  the  Scott  MSS.  treasured  up  in  the  British  Museum  is 
that  of  Kenilworth  (bought,  in  1855,  for  £41).  In  the  sale  of  1867 
a  few  fragments  of  Waverley  sold  for  130  guineas. 

(894)  James  Scott,  ^  .     .     . 

Hdinburgll : — Advocates^  Library.     [MSS.'] 

MS.  Collections  on  Perthshire,  formed  by  James  Scott  early  in 
the  last  century,  were  purchased  by  the  Faculty  of  Advocates  after 
the  Collector's  death. 
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(895)  Jerome  ScripaXldi,  ^  -     .     . 

"Vienna  I^^"'^""'"''-'^'^'''"'^'     [Part  ofLi&rary.J 
Naples  I — National  [formerti/  Royal}  Library.      [A»4 
afid  Mi>S.'\  \ 

ScBiPA>i>T  bequeathed  bis  Library  to  the  Xespolitan  ] 
St.  Jolm  Carbonaro,  By  those  monhs  a  valuable  portion  a 
given  to  the  Imperial  Library  of  Vienna  io  the  year  17S 
remninder  of  it  appears  to  ba?e  merged  in  the  Xalional  14 
Naples.  I 

[Scultetus,  see  Schultz,] 

(S96);  Albert  vou  Sebisch,  *  1G89? 

Breslan:— Pni'ifrf  Toxn  Library.  [Printed  SooJta,  Mi 
Pfiiils.] 

Sebisch  bequeathed  his  Literary  Collectioua  and  his  Prin 
augmentation  of  the  Public  Library  of  Breelau,  founded  by  Ba; 
and  now  united  with  the  other  Public  CoUectioDS  of  the  tow; 

(897)  Thomas  Seeker,  Archbishop  of  Caniertt 

*  176S. 

London  : — Lambeth  Palace  Library.     [Printed  Boots,  ^ 

Archbishop  Seckeb  bequeathed  bis  Library  to  his  succa 

Lambeth.     It  included  estenaive  Collections  of  printed  Hitn 

of  political  and  historical  tracts. 

(898)  Peter  Seguier,  ChanceJlor  of  Francf, 

^  2S  Jnniiary,  1673. 
London:— .B''''mA  A/hmuw  Library.  [MSS,'\ 
An  extensive  Collection  of  MSS.  which  had  been  formed 
Chancellor  Sequieb  was  purchased  by  Robert  Haslet,  J 
Oiford,  in  the  year  1720,  and  came  eventually  to  the  British  S 
as  part  of  the  Ilarleinn  MSS,  It  iDcluHea  Stnle  Papers 
fifteenth,  siiteenth,  and  seventeenth  centuries  ;  C'hroniclea  ani 
historical  compilations,  chiefly — but  not  exclusively — French 
large  series  of  literary  miBcellanies  in  various  lanuuages.  Par 
Collectioua  of  Lom^nie  i)e  Beiesse  [See  No,  558]  had  pass 
the  SEGtriEH  Library. 

(S99)  John  Selden,  *  30  November,  1654 

Oxford  '.—Bodleian  Library.     [MSS.  and  Printed  Boots.} 
London  : — Lincoln's  Inn  Library.     [Juridical  MSS.  and  i 

JhaAs.] 
It  was,  perhaps,  owing  in  part  to  the  political  circumatancea 
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time  that  Seldeit  made  no  precise  disposition  of  bis  large  and  pre- 
cious Library,  but  left  to  bis  Executors  a  very  wide  discretion  as  to 
its  appropriation,  simply  instructing  tbem  to  provide  for  its  perma- 
nent preservation,  eitber  "  in  some  convenient  Public  Library,  or  in 
some  College  in  one  of  the  Universities."  The  first  offer  seems  to 
have  been  made  to  the  Society  of  the  Inner  Temple,  but  that  offer 
failed  of  result,  owing,  as  it  seems,  to  differences  of  opinion  about  the 
erection  of  a  suitable  building  to  receive  the  Library.  The  delay  had 
one  unhappy  consequence,  in  the  destruction  of  a  valuable  series  of 
Historical  MSS.  by  fire,  whilst  they  remained  in  the  Executors' 
possession.  But  the  bulk  of  the  Library  was  saved,  and  came,  even- 
tually, to  the  Bodleian ;  the  juridical  portion  of  it  being  given  to 
the  Society  of  Lincoln's  Inn.  The  Bodleian  received  about  8000 
▼olumes,  including  a  rich  series  of  Oriental  and  other  MSS.  The 
Executors  covenanted  with  the  University  of  Oxford  that  their  gift 
should  "be  placed,  and  for  ever  hereafter  continued,  in  the  ne\\*-built 
west  end  of  the  Public  Library,  in  some  manner  and  with  such  dis- 
tinction from  the  other  parts  of  the  Library,"  as  they  should  deem 
appropriate  for  "  the  perpetual  memory  and  honour  oi  the  said  John 
Seldbn." 

(900)  Bartholomew  Selvatico,  *  1630. 

Padua : — University  Library,     [Printed  Books,  ^c] 
Selvatico  bequeathed  his  Library  to  Padua. 

(901)  John  Christian  Senckenberg,  *  1772. 

Frankfort»On-Mailie  :  —  Senckenbebo  Library,  [Printed 
Books  and  MSS,"] 

The  Library  bequeathed,  with  other  and  Scientific  Collections,  to 
Frankfort,  by  John  Christian  Senckenbebg,  was  ultimately  united 
with  that  of  the  Naturforschendt-  GeseUscha/t. 

(902)  Renatus  Charles  von  Senckenberg,  *  1800. 

GiOSSOn : — University  Library.     [Printed  Books.'} 

"R.  C.  von  Sewcbienbebo  bequeathed  his  Library  to  the  University 
of  Q-iessen,  in  the  year  1800,  together  with  a  fund  for  its  augmenta- 
tion. The  Library  contains  nearly  15,000  volumes,  and  is  maintained 
as  a  separate  Collection. 

(903)  M.  Serilly,  *  .    .    . 

PariB  X^-Imperial  Library.     [MSS.'\ 
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(904)  Anthony  SertoriO,  *h  1>>14? 
Pieve  di  Teco  : — Town  Library.  [Prutled  BookL] 
Sf.rtoeio  became,  by  Lis  gift  made   in  1814.  the  Fou 

small  Library  {Biblioleea  Cinica)  of  Pieve  di  Teco. 

(905)  Peter  Anthony  Sertorio,  "i*  1821 
Bormio :— Sebtouio  LUtraiy.     ^Printed  Soais.^ 
P.  A.  Sebtorio  beq  ueathed  his  LibrBry  to  Sormio,  as  ii 
work  of  n  P  ,  and  he  gave  atao  an  endowir 

Uutil  1855,  hn  pied  out  hia  infentiona  ;  but  in 

the  fiind  was  v  1  applied  to  the  restoradoii  oj 

which  had  beei 

(906)  Edw  tymour,  Du/i^e  of  Somen 

!  Jftiiuary,  1553. 
London: — British  'um  Library.      IPart  qfJlS.  0 

Cambridge  l—-'""*  Coikge  Library.  [Pari  of  Mi 
aponde/tce.] 

(907)  Frances  SevmoUT,  Duchess  of  Somn 

•i"  \GT2. 
Lichfield:— Co/AcAa/  Library.     IPrinled  Bookt.'\ 
France?,  DaclicBs  of  Somerset,  bequeathed  her  Libra 
Dean  and  Chapter  of  Lichfield. 

(908)  Claude  de  SeySSOl,  Archbishop  of  7I/( 

^  81  Mny,  1520. 
Torin; — Vnivertily  Library.     [Autograph  MSS.'] 

(909)  John  Sharpe,  Archhkhop  of  York,  ^  2  Fe 

1714. 

Bamboreh    {Northumherland)  :  —  Cattle     Library. 
Booki,  ^-c.j 

An'hbishop  Suaiipk  beijueathed  hia  Library  to  his  familj. 
befjiieat,  miidc  in  17{I2,  of  Dr.  John  Sihupe,  the  Arehbishop'. 
ROD,  it  came  as  an  augmeotation  to  the  Public  Collectioa  i 
burgh  Cnstle,  which  had  been  founded,  in  177S,  under  trusts 
Ijv  the  laet  Will  of  Nathaniel-,  Lord  Cbewe,  Bishop  of  I 
'i'he  Archbidhop'n  Collection  had  been  considerably  augme 
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Dr.  John  Shabpe,  the  donor,  who  had  also  been  a  benefactor  to  the 
Hamburgh  Library  by  yarions  gifts  made  during  his  lifetime. 

The  groundwork  of  the  Bamburgh  Collection  itself  had  been  laid  bj 
the  purchase  (by  Lord  Crewe's  G^-ustees)  of  the  Library  of  another 
member  of  the  same  family — the  Reverend  Thomas  Shabpe,  Curate 
of  Bamburgh. 

(910)  Granville  Sharpe,  *  0  July,  1813. 

London  l  — Library  of  the  Bible  Society,     ^Collection  of  Bibles.] 

A  remarkable  series  of  Bibles,  formed  by  Granville  Shakpe,  was 
added  to  the  Library  of  the  Bible  Society,  in  1813,  by  the  Col- 
lector's bequest.  The  rest  of  his  Library — ^which  was  of  consider- 
able extent  and  value — was  sold  by  auction. 

(911)  John  Sheepshanks,  *  October,  18C3. 

London : — British  Museum,     \^Prints.'\ 

An  extensive  Collection  of  Dutch  Drawings  and  Etchings,  formed 
by  Mr.  Sheepshanks,  was  purchased  for  the  Print  Boom  of  the 
British  Museum,  in  the  year  1836. 

(912)  Gilbert  Sheldon,  Archbishop  of  Canterbury, 

*  9  November,  1G77. 

Oxford :—  Bodleian  Library.     [MSS.  ] 

Part  of  Archbishop  Sheldon's  Collection  of  Original  State 
Papers  was  sold  hj  one  of  his  great- nephews,  Sir  John  English 
DoLBEN,  to  the  "University  of  Oxford,  in  tne  year  1824.  The  Arch- 
bishop, in  his  lifetime,  had  been  a  benefactor  to  the  Library  at 
Lambeth. 

(913)  Ralph  Sheldon,  ^  24  June,  1C84. 

Compton  Vemey  (Warwickshire)  :— Library  of  Lord  WiL- 
LOUQHBT  DE  Bboke.     {^Printed  Books,"] 

Part  of  the  Library  of  Ealph  SnELDON — an  Antiquary  and  Col- 
lector of  considerable  note  in  his  generation — passed,  eventually, 
into  that  of  Lord  Willouohbt  de  Broke,  at  Compton  Vemey. 

(914)  Richard  Shepherd,  *  1761. 

Preston  {Lancashire)  : — Town  Library,     [Printed  Books,] 

The  Town  Library  of  Preston  was  founded  by  the  bequest  of  a 
Collection  of  books  formed  by  Mr.  Suepuebj>. 
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(915)  WiUiam  Sherard,  *  12  August,  172?4. 

Oxford: — i^hrary  of  ihf  Botamc  Garden  {Bolaiiieai  LUn 
St.  John't  College  Library  [Remainder  of  Library]. 

8HSBA.BI)  bequeathed  all  the  Botanical  Book«,  MSS..aiid  Dra« 
in  his  Library,  to  the  Uaiveisity  of  Oiford,  towards  the  foond 
of  the  Botanic  Garden  and  Museum.  The  restof  hig  CoUectuI 
bequeathed  to  St.  John's  College. 

(916)  Thomas  Sherlock,  Bishop  of  London, 
^  IS  July,  1761. 
Cambridge  : — library  of  Catharine  Hall.     [Printed  B^ 

Bishop  SbikloOe's  Library  came  to  Catharine  Hall  b; 
bequest. 

C»17)  Sir  Robert  Slbbald,  *  1712. 
Edinburgll : — Adeoeates'  Library.     [lUSS.,  ^.] 
The  MSS.  of  this  eminent  Scottish  Antiquary,  together  wid 

of  his  printed  Library,  are  preserved  in  the  Library  of  the  Fi 

of  Advocates. 

(918)  John  Sibthorp,  '^  S  February,  1796. 

Oxford:— ^t'^rajy  of  the  Botanic  Garden.  [J/SS.,  Brm 
and  Printed  Boolu.} 

Dr.  SiBTHOBP  bequeathed  to  the  University  of  Oxford  the ' 
of  his  Library  and  of  his  Scientific  Collections,- together  withi 
siderable  endowment  fund  for  the  Chair  of  Botany  and  &» 
increase  of  the  Collections. 

(919)  J.  G.  Simon,  •}"  1696. 

Halle: — Vnivernty  Library.     [Printed  Booka,  ^-c] 
Simon's  Library  was  purchased  by  the  University  of  Halle, 
the  Collector's  death. 

(950)  Richard  Simon,  *  April,  1712. 

Koaen: — Cathedral  Library. 

The  Library  of  Richard  Simon,  rich  iu  theological  literatun 
especially  in  that  polemical  department  in  which  he  was  himi 
eminently  skilled,  wm  bcijuoatheJ  to  Eouen  Cnthedral. 


NOTICES  OF  COLLECTORS.  [191] 

(921)  Victor  SM,  *  1683. 

Parma: — National  Library,     [Af5.  Correspondence  J] 

Part  of  the  MSS.  of  Sibi  appear  to  have  passed  into  the  pos- 
session of  the  Benedictines  of  Parma,  and  eventually  into  the 
S'ational  Library. 

(922)  William  SirletO,  successively  Bishop  of  S.  Marco 
(in  Calabria)  and  of  Squillaci,  ^  8  October,  1585. 

Home : — Vatican  Library,     [MSS,  and  Printed  Booka,"] 

The  Library  of  Bishop  Sibleto  was  bought,  after  his  death,  by 
Cardinal  Asconius  Colokna.  Eventually,  it  was  added  to  the  great 
Collection  of  the  Vatican,  of  which  Sibleto  had  been  for  many 
years  the  zealous  Librarian.  His  devotion  to  the  practical  duties  of 
that  office  led  him,  at  length,  to  resign  his  bishopric. 

(923)  Sir  Hans  Sloane,  *  11  January,  1752. 

London: — British  Museum  Library,  \_MSS.,  Printed  Books, 
and  other  Collections,'] 

[See  Lives  of  the  Founders  and  Benefactors  of  the  British  Museum, 
Book  I.] 

(924)  Andrew  von  Slommow,  ^  1413. 

Dantzic : — '^l*  Mary^s  Church  Library.     [MSS."] 

VoN  Slommow  was  a  member  of  the  Teutonic  Order,  as  well  as 
Priest  of  St.  Mary's  Church  at  Dantzic  and  Founder  of  its  Library. 
In  a  contemporary  record  it  is  declared  that  his  object  in  the  founda-  HandbJch'  ' 
tion  was  to  enable  his  successors  the  better  "  to  teach  and  show  to  ^Sihthr'teu 
the  People  the  way  of  truth  and  of  eternal  salvation.'*^  pp.  78, 79. 

(925)  Sir  Thomas  Smith,  *  12  August,  1577.. 

Cambridge: — Queen^s  College  Library.  [Printed  Books  and 
Part  of  MSST] 

London  \~^Britiah  Museum  Library,     [Part  of  MSSJ] 

Sir  Thomas  Smith  bequeathed  the  bulk  of  his  Library  to  Queen's, 
at  Cambridge;  but  part  of  his  MSS.  passed,  eventually,  to  the 
Hablbts,  IatIs  of  Oxford,  and  so  came  to  the  British  Museum. 

(926)  Joseph  Smith,  British  Consul  at  Venice, 

^  ,     ,.    , 

London : — British  Museum  Library,     [Printed  Books,  ^c] 
Blenheim  Palace    {Oxfordshire):  —  Library   of  the   Duke  of 
Mabldohough.     [GreeTt  and  other  MSS,"] 

The  first  of  the  successive  Libraries  gathered  by  Consul  Smitu, 
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during  hia  residence  at  Tenice,  wa«  purchased — in  block — for 
Geohoe  III,  and  became  the  groundwork  of  the  '  Eoyal  Colla 
now  at  the  Museum.  A  valuAble-portion  of  his  MS8.  ia  prei 
at  Blenheim.  According  to  Humphry  Wauley's  Diary, 
SusDEBLUJD  gave  £1500  "for  these  MSB.  (Lansd.  MS.  771.folB 
Lord  Osi'osn  was  anxioua  to  procure  them  for  the  Hnrleian  Lib 
but,  whilst  he  was  haggling  for  a  cheaper  bargain,  the  MSS. 
eagerly  secured  by  Lord  Suniiehland,  always  much  lees  solie 
about  the  precise  cost  of  his  acquisitioiiB  than  was  hia  chtef  ril 
Collectorship.  . 

(927)  William  Smith,  D.D.,  >$<  12  Januan-,  17S3 
Oxford :— Bodleian  Librart;.     [Prinled  Booh.} 
Dr.  William  Smith  bequeathed  to  the  University  of  Oifc 
curious  and  extensive  Collection  of  printed  Tracte  on  the  Bom 

Controversy, 

(928)  William  Smith,  *  .     -     - 
IiOndon : — BriUth  Museum  Library.     [Prin/*.] 
An  extensive  Collection  of  '  Giir.nAY  Caricatures,'  formed  by 
William  Smith,  came,  by  hia  gilt,  in  1851,  to  the  British  Musei 

(929)  John  Solera,  •{•  1S54. 
Crema: — Town  Library.     [Printed  BooAs.] 
SoLEKA  bequeathed  a  Library  to  the  Municipality  gf  Cremi 
Loiubardy),  in  ISoL     It  consisted  of  about  10,000  volumes. 

(930)  Rudolph  Solger,  <i*  I70(i. 
Nuremberg : — Town  Library.     [Printed  Book*,  ^-c] 
The  Library  of  Soloee  came  to  Nuremberg  by  tho  CoUed 
bequest. 

(931)  John  Somers,  Lord  Somers,  ^  26  April,  17 

Oxford  ■—Bodleian  Library.     [AfSS.] 

Part  of  the  large  MS.  Collections  of  Lord  Somers  were  acqu 
by  Bichard  IIawlinsoh,  and  eventually  formed  part  of  his  iKq 
to  tho  University  of  Oxford. 

(933)  William  Somner,  *b  30  March,  1GU9. 

Canterbury':—  Cathedral  Library.     [Printed  Book*  and  Ml 

Somneh's    Library    was    purchased    for   Canterbury    Catht 

after  his  death.     It  is  rich  in  works  of  history  and  topography. 


NOTICES  OF  COLLECTORS.  [193] 

(933)  John  Lewis  Giraud  Soulavie,  ^  1813. 

MUDich  J — Library  of  the  Leuchtenberg  Palace,  [MSS,,  Prints, 
and  Drawings,'} 

A  very  curious  arcbseological  Collection,  illustrative  of  French 
History,  which  had  been  formed  by  M.  Gieaud  Soulavie,  was 
acquired  by  Prince  Eugeke  Beauhabnais,  and  is  now  preserved  at 
Munich.     It  is  said  to  comprise  nearly  18,000  pieces. 

(934)  Canon  SozZOmenO  (of  Pistoia),  ^  1458. 

Pistoift  I— 'Town  or  Forteguerri  Library,     [MSS,"] 

SozzoMEiro  was  the  companion  of  Poggio  BBAOCiOLiNr,  and  of 
Bbuni,  in  the  famous  exhumations  of  MSS.  at  St.  Gtdl  and  else- 
where. Some  of  the  MSS.  brought  from  Switzerland  are  still  at 
Pistoia,  and  part  of  them  bear  the  MS.  notes  and  glosses  of 
SozzoMENO  and  of  other  distinguished  restorers  of  learning  in  Italy. 

(935)  Lazarus  SpaUanzani,  ^12  February,  1799. 

Seopcrio  • — Town  or  Communal  Library,     {^Autograph  MSS,"] 

The  valuable  MSS.  of  Spallanzaiti — published  and  unpublished 
— were  bought,  in  1801,  for  the  Communal  Library  of  £eggio. 

(936)  Ezekiel  Spanheim,  ^  7  November,  1710. 

Borlin : — Royal  Library,     {^Printed  Books  and  MSS,"] 

Spanheim's  Collection,  acquired  by  purchase,  in  the  year  1701, 
contained  about  9000  volumes.  It  was  at  first  placed  in  the  "  Consis- 
torialgebaude  "  at  Berlin,  and  was  not  removed — apparently  for  want 
of  room — to  the  Eoyal  Library  until  1735.  At  that  date,  a  large 
selection  of  works  on  the  Mathematical  Sciences  and  on  Medicine 
had  been  made  from  the  Eoyal  Library  and  given  to  the  Academy  of 
Sciences  of  Berlin.  The  Spaniieim  books  served  to  fill  up  the 
vacancy  thus  created. 

(937)  J.  G.  Sparvenfeldt,  *  1727. 

StOCkllolni-! — Royal  Library,     [Printed  Books  and  MSS,] 

The  Oriental  Collections  of  Spaevenfeldt  were  given  by  the 
Collector  to  the  Swedish  Eoyal  Library. 

(938)  Sir  Henry  Spelman,  *  1641. 

Oxford  :— Bodleian  Library.     [Part  of  MSS.] 
London: — British  Museum  Library,     [Part  of  MSS,] 

Sir  Ifenry  Spelman's  extensive  historical  and  miscellaneous  Coi» 

[13] 
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lection  descended  to  hia  son,  Sir  John  Spei-mas,  who  died  " 
about  two  jean  vX  bia  fntlier's  death.  The;  tli«a  pnseed 
Henry's  Bon-in-law,  Sir  Koipli  Whitfield,  and  several  of 
were  Bubsequentlv  used  by  the  Editors  of  Sir  Henry  Spei. 
works.'  EventuJly  they  became  disperaed.  Some  of  them 
passed  to  the  Bodleiau  by  the  gifts  of  various  donora,  Othc 
now  to  be  found  in  the  British  Museum,  as  well  in  the  Harid 
in  other  MS.  CoUectionB. 

(939)  Spencer  Family  (of  Wormlcighton,  Althorp, 
\A'iiubIedon). 

Althorpe  (Northamptonshire)  .-  —  Lord  Speuceh's  Lii 
\Frinted  Bookt  and  MSS.] 

London: — BrUM  Mineum  Library.     \_MSS.'\ 

A  group  of  papen  formerly  belonging  to  the  Sfkkceb  F 
was  purchased  By  the  Trustees  of  the  British  MuBeum  in  1863 
the  magnificent  Library  formed  by  George  John,  Earl  Spi 
(^  1834),  I  have  given  a  brief  history,  heretofore,  in  '  Librarit 
Founders  qf  Libraries'  (18G4-). 

The  Spencer  Papers  now  in  the  Museum  form  Additiokal  '. 
25,079  to  25,088. 

(940)  Alexander  Sperelli,  Jiis/io/)  of  Gebbio, 
*  1()()G? 
Oubbio : — Speeet.i,!  lAbrary.     [Printed  Books.] 
Sfbkslli  founded  the  existing  Library  of  Gubbio  by  the  gi 
his  own  Collection,  during  his  episcopate. 

(941)  L.  T.  Spittler,  *  1810. 

Tubingen: — Vniversilij  Librui'j.     [Printed  Book».'\ 
SPITTI.EB  bequeathed  his  Library  to  Tubingen.    It  compi 
more  espedalJy,  works  of  theology  and  of  ecclesiastical  histoiy. 

(942)  Stanislaus  I,  Kin^  of  Poland,  •}<  23  Febn; 
1 70(). 
Nancy  :—ro«Jn  Library.     [MSS.  and  Printed  BooktA 

(9-13)  Ralph  Starkey,  *  .    .    . 

London:— S'->Vr«A  Museum  Library.      [3/.«S.] 
Tho  MS.  CollectioEB  of  Kalph  Stasset  relate  chiefly  to  En 
History  nix!  Topography,  nnd  were  ncquired  by  Kobert  Hai 
Earl  ot  O.XFOKD.     Tliey  how  form  part  of  the  Harluian  CoUecti 
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(944)  Joseph  Steame,  Bishop  of  Dromorey  ^  1746. 

Dublin: — Trinity  College  Library  [^MSSJ]  ;  ArchbisJiop  Mabsh's 
Library  [Printed  Books.'] 

Bishop  Steabi^e  bequeathed  his  MSS.  to  the  University  of  Dub- 
lin. He  had  previouslj  given  part  of  his  printed  books  to  Mabsu's 
Library. 

(945)  George  Stepney,  *  1707. 

London : — British  Museum  Library,     [MSS.'] 

The  Diplomatic  Correspondence  of  Mr.  Stepney,  during  his  em- 
bassies abroad,  is  preserved  in  the  British  Museum,  amongst  the 
*  Additional  MSS.' 

(946)  Count  Caspar  von  Sternberg,  ^  .     .     . 

PraffUO  J — National  Museum  Library.     [Printed  Books.'] 

The  Library  of  Count  von  Stebndebq  was  added  to  the  National 
Collection  at  Prague  by  gift  made  in  the  year  1818. 

(947)  Edward  Stillingfleet,  Bishop  of  Worcester, 

^  1699. 

Dublin: — Archbishop   Mabsh's   Library.     [Printed  Books  and 

MSS,] 


Bishop  Stillinoflbst's  Library  was  purchased,  after  his  death, 
hoishop 
ficent  gift  to  Dublin  by  his  erection  of  the  Library  at  St.  Patrick's 


by  ArchDishop  Mabsh,  and  became  part  of  that  Prelate's  muni- 


in  170! 

The  Stillingfleet  Collection  amounted  to  nearly  10,000  volumes. 

(948)  Walter  Stirling,  *  1799. 

OlaSgOW : — Stiblino's  Library.     [Printed  Books,] 

Walter  Stiblinq  bequeathed  to  the  Public  of  Glasgow  his  own 
small  Collection  of  books,  together  with  an  endowment  fund  for  its 
maintenance  and  increase.  It  has  now  grown  to  be  a  valuable  Town 
Library  of  between  10,000  and  12,000  volumes. 

(949)  Louisa  de  Stolberg,  Countess  of  Albany, 

^  29  January,  1824. 

Montpollior  : — Town  Library,     [Printed  Books  and  MSS,] 

The  Countess  of  Albany  had  inherited  a  large  portion  of  the 
literary  Collections  of  Alfiebi,  and  also  a  portion  of  the  Stuabt 
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Papers  ;  from  her  they  desceiitk-d  to  Fabb 
gift,  to  the  town  of  Montpellicr 

(950)  Joseph  Story,  Cliirf  Justice 
of  America,  ^  1 6  Septem 
Cambridge      (Mauaehiuetlt)  ■  —  Bar 
[printed  BooJts.^ 

The  Law  Library  of  Mr.  Justice  Stobt 
vard  College  after  tiiB  death. 

(951)  Baron  Philip  von  StOSCh,  » 
Itonte: — Vatican  Library.  [MSS.,  Pri 
■yienna ; — imperial  Library.  \_Geoffrai 
The  Library  and  some  other  Collection 

were  purchased  for  the  Vatican,  by  Pope 

the  CoUector'a  lifetime. 

(952)  John  Stowe,  *i>  5 
London  l — Brilith  Mmtum  Library.     [ 
Part  of  the  MS.  Collections  of  John  St( 
Other  portio 


md  wide, 
and  are  included 


I  the  Harleian,  Lansdowi 


(953)  .    .    .  Strobel, 

Knremborg : — Town  Library.     [Prill* 
Stbodel'b  literary  Collections  are  nov 

the  Town  of  Nuremberg,  having,  intermedi 

Ebheb  Collection. 

(964)  Gardiner  Stroubric^ 

Dublin:  — 7'Wj..7(/  College  Lihrnnj.      \\ 

(iJ-jT)   Strozzi  Fa 

Paris  :-l>"J>''rial  Lil,r,„y.      [MSS.  | 

Florence  :—j'^''.'/''"''^'''""«  hHiranj.    [ 

Si'vcral  of  llie  Stkdzzt  appear  to  linve 
but  tlic  most  OMiiui-nt  in  that  ivny  vas  1,. 
bulk  of  ivIkiso  Collection  passed  into  llic 
>rc(iiciH,  ami  p.i,  event.mllv.  into  the  (ii 
]'Vnjice.      M.Tnv  choice  MSS.,  however,  rei 


^\ 
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which  are  now  in  the  Magliabechiana,  whilst  others  have  been  dis- 
j)er8ed.  Amongst  the  latter  were  beautiful  copies  of  the  Rime  of 
Peteabcu,  and  of  the  Can^oni  of  Dante.  They  were  sold  in 
London  at  the  Libri  sale  of  1859. 

(956)  John  Strype,  *  11  December,  1737. 

London : — British  Museum  Library,     [MS.  Collections.'] 

In  the  MS.  Diary  of  Humphrey  Wanley  there  is  an  amusing  and 
very  characteristic  passage,  which  shows  how  eagerly  the  writer 
watched  the  lengthening  years  and  (as  he  thought)  the  fast  declinin>> 
health  of  Stetpe,  his  fellow  antiquary — and  a  far  more  productive 
labourer  in  the  field  than  "Wanlet — m  the  hope  of  seeing  Sthype'b 
large  MS.  Collections  gathered  into  the  Harleian  garner. 

"I  went  to  Mr.  Wint,  the  bookseller'*  (writes  Wanlet,  in 
1720),  "  and  engaged  him  to  watch  upon  Mr.  Steype  (who  is  above 
seventy-six  years  old,  and  has  lately  had  an  apoplectic  fit) ;  telling 
him  that  if  he  would  buy  in  time  Mr.  Strype's  MS.  books,  papers, 
and  parchments,  my  Lord  wiU  buy  the  same  of  him,  and  allow  him 
a  reasonable  profit. 

When  this  passage  was  written  its  subject  was  almost  thirty  years 
older  than  was  its  writer.  But  the  worthy  parson  of  Low  Layton 
Buryived  the  diarist  eleven  years, — dying  at  the  age  of  ninety-four, 
after  having  written  almost  as  many  books  (if  we  count  the  small 
with  the  large)  as  the  years  he  had  lived. 

Eventually  his  large  Collections  came  into  the  hands  of  the  first 
Marquess  of  Lansdownb,  and  so  passed  into  the  same  great  reser- 
voir into  which  they  would  have  merged,  half  a  century  earlier,  had 
WAifTLEY  attained  his  wish. 

(957)  Stuart  Family. 

Windsor  Castle  \— Royal  Library.     [3/55] 
Montpellier: — Town  Library.     [MSS."] 

King  James  the  Second,  during  his  exile  at  St.  Gerinains,  gave 
his  MS.  memoirs  and  some  other  papers  into  the  custody  of  Lewis 
Inkes,  then  Principal  of  the  Scottish  College  at  Paris.  Of  the  fate 
of  these  papers,  or  of  part  of  them,  conflicting  stories  have  been 
told.  But  it  seems  to  be  established  that  some  of  James'  MSS. 
were  destroyed  during  the  troubles  of  the  French  Eevolution. 

Of  the  subsequent  Stuaet  Papers,  illustrative  of  the  negotiations 
and  history  of  the  Pretenders  and  their  adherents,  some  came  to 
Montpellier  as  part  of  the  Fabbe  bequest  [See  No.  919].  A  more 
important  series  passed,  eventually,  into  the  hands  of  James 
Waters,  a  member  of  the  Community  of  English  Benedictines  at 
Home.  These  with  some  other  portions  of  the  Stuart  papers,  were 
purchased  by  King  George  the  Fourtu,  and  are  now  in  the  Royal 
Library  at  Windsor. 
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the  papers  thus  referred  to,  the  present  writer  was  in  Normandy, 
and  was  informed  that  Sully's  Cnateau  of  fiosnj  was  then  in  the 
market  for  sale.  It  was  said,  also,  that  it  still  contained  some  portion 
of  his  Library.  That  portion,  I  believe,  was  soon  afterwards  sold 
and  dispersed. 

(960)  Alexander  Hendras  Sutherland,  3/.i)., 

^  21  May,  1820. 

Oxford  I — Bodleian  Library.     [Prints  and  Illustrated  Books,] 

Dr.  Sutheblaitd's  large  and  valuable  Collections  of  Prints,  histo- 
rical and  topographical,  were  continued,  after  the  Collector's  death, 
by  his  widow,  and  were  by  her  presented  to  the  University  of  Oxford 
in  1837. 


(961)  Gerard  van  Swieten,  *  18  June,  1772. 

Vioima : — Imperial  Library,     [Printed  Books,  ^c] 

The  literary  Collections  of  G^erard  Van  Swietek  were  purchased 
for  the  Imperial  Library  after  his  death. 

(9C2)  Godfrey  van  Swieten,  ^  March,  1803. 

Vionna: — University  Library,     [Printed  Books,  ^,'} 

Qt>dfrey  Van  Swieten  bequeathed  his  Library  to  the  University  of 
Vienna. 

(963)  Count  Francis  Szechenyi,  ^  .     .     . 

Festh : — Library  of  the  Hungarian  National  Museum.  [Printed 
Books  and  MSS,] 

Count  Francis  SzEoniKYi  gave  his  magnificent  Collections  of 
MSS.  and  of  Printed  Books  to  his  fellow-countrymen  as  the  founda- 
tion of  a  Hungarian  Museum,  which  he  also  endowed  with  a  fund 
for  augmentations.  To  this  gift  Count  Lewis  Szechenyi  made  a 
large  addition  by  settling  a  sum  of  money  for  the  special  acquisition 
of  Hungarian  books  and  of  books  illustrative  of  Hungarian  history. 


T. 

(964)  Talbot  Family. 

London : — Library  of  the  Heralds^  College,     [MSS.] 

An  extensive   Collection  of  Talbot  Papers  is  preserved  at  the 
Heralds'  College. 
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The  Letters  now  in  the  Middle  Hill  Library  were  bought  by  Sir 
Thomas  Phillipps  at  Heber's  sale. 

The  Tasso  MSS.  at  Montpellier  formed  part  of  the  Alfiebi  Col- 
lection, given  to  that  town  by  Fabbe. 

Among  the  chief  places  of  deposit  of  some  minor  MSS.,  known 
to  exist  in  Italy  in  Collections  not  already  mentioned,  are  (or  lately 
were)  the  Ghigi  Library  in  Bome,  the  Trivulzio  Library  at  Milan, 
and  the  Archiepiscopal  Library  of  Udine.  Some  Tasso  MSS.  are 
said  to  be  preserved  also  at  Modena. 

An  autograph  sonnet  of  Tasso,  written  in  a  printed  copy  of  the 
Cartegiano,  has  given  a  curious  celebrity  to  that  volume.  Within  a 
quarter  of  a  century  it  was  sold  by  auction  in  England  oil  five 
several  occasions,  and  at  prices  varying  from  £30  to  £100.  In 
1818,  it  fetched  £30;  in  1829,  £100;  in  1833,  £68;  in  1835,  £41 ; 
and  in  1840,  £64. 

(967)  Henry  Tattam,  *  .     .     . 

IiOndOU: — British  Museum  Library,     [^Syriac  MSS."]  n 

An  extensive  Collection  of  Syriac  MSS.  formed  by  Dr.  Tattam 
during  his  travels  in  the  East  was  purchased  by  the  Trustees  of  the 
British  Museum. 

(968)  John  TaylOF,  LL,D.,  ^  14  April,  1766- 

Shrewsbury : — P^^^  School  Library.     [Printed  Books."] 
Cambridge  : — University  Library.     [^MSS.] 

The  valuable  Philological  MSS.  of  Dr.  John  Taylob  passed  into 
the  Library  of  Askiw,  from  whose  Executors  they  were  purchased 
by  the  University  of  Cambridge. 

A  portion  of  his  printed  Library  was  bequeathed,  by  Taylor 
himself^  to  Shrewsbury  School. 

(969)  Count  Joseph  Teleki,  4^ .     .     . 

Pesth : — Teleki  Public  Library.     [Printed  Books  and  MSS.] 

A  valuable  Library — rich  in  Hungarian  Literature  and  History — 
was  given  to  Pesth  by  Count  Joseph  Teleki. 

(970)  Count  Samuel  Teleki  de  Sz^k,  ^  7  August, 

1822. 

MarOS-Vasarhely  («w  Transylvania)  : — Teleki  Public  Library. 
[Pnnted  Books  and  MSS.] 

Count  Samuel  Teleki  de  Sz^k  founded  a  Library  at  Maros- 
Vasarhely,  in  the  year  1812,  by  the  gift  of  a  noble  Collection  of 
books,  extending  to  nearly  60,000  volumes.     It  is  still  the  most 
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about  2000  volumes  which  were  not  to  be  found  in  the  former. 
His  Oriental  MSS.  and  some  of  the  choicest  of  his  books  in  other 
departments  passed,  eventually,  to  the  Eoyal  CoUection  by  pur- 
chase. 

(975)  Charles  Theyer,  *  .    .    . 

(976)  John  Theyer,  *  .    .    . 

London : — British  Museum  Library.     [MSS.] 

The  valuable  MSS.  which  had  been  collected  by  the  Theyebs 
passed,  after  the  death  of  the  survivor,  into  the  possession  of  a  book- 
seller, hj  whom  they  were  sold  to  King  Chablxs  II  for  the  Boyal 
Library  in  1678. 

(977)  Hugh  Thomas,  *  1720. 

London : — British  Museum  Library,     [MSS.'] 

A  Collection  of  Heraldical  MSS.,  relating  more  particularly  to 
AVelsh  Genealogies,  was  bequeathed  by  Thomas  to  the  then  Earl  of 
Oxford.   They  passed  to  the  British  Museum  as  part  of  the  Harleian 

MSS. 

(978)  Isaiah  Thomas,  *  1821. 

Worcestershire  (Massachusetts)  : — Library  of  the  American 
Antiquarian  Society.     [^Printed  Books,] 

The  Library  of  Isaiah  Thomas  came  by  bequest  to  the  American 
Antiquarian  Society,  and  is  open  to  pubUc  use. 

(979)  George  ThomapSOn,  *  1666. 

London: — British  Museum  Library,  [Printed  Books  and  MS. 
Political  Tracts,] 

Thomason*s  remarkable  CoUection  of  the  books  and  tracts 
printed  in  England  between  the  years  1640  and  1660  inclusive  was 
purchased  by  King  Qeoboe  III  in  1762  from  the  representatives  of 
a  bookseller  by  whom  they  had  been  acquired  from  the  CoUector's 
heirs  in  the  reign  of  Chablss  II. 

(980)  Grim  Jonson  Thorkelin,  *  4  March,  1829. 

Edinburgh : — Advocates^  Library,     [Printed  Books  and  MSS.] 

This  eminent  Icelandic  scholar  had  formed  a  remarkable  Collection 
of  books  on  Northern  literature  and  Archaeology.  After  his  death 
it  was  purchased  by  the  Faculty  of  Advocates.  Another  series  of 
MSS.,  chiefljr  Icelandic,  which  Thobkelin  had  collected,  was  pur- 
chased, in  his  lifetime,  by  the  Trustees  of  the  British  Museum. 
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(986)  Frederick  Constantine  Tischendorf. 

Leipsic  l  —  University  Library.     [Oriental  MSS.^ 

Dresden : — Royal  Library,     [Oriental  MSS.] 

St.  Fetersburgh : — imperial  Library,     [Oriental  MSS,"] 

Parts  of  the  Collections  of  Oriental  and,  more  particularly,  of 
J^iblical  MSS.  made  (at  various  periods ;  chiefly  during  successive 
Oriental  tours  in  1844,  in  1853,  and  again  in  1859)  by  Tiscuendobf 
have  been  purchased  for  the  Libraries  above  pamed. 

(987)  John  Toland,  *  11  March,  1722. 

London: — British  Museum  Library,     [MSS."] 

Some  of  the  MSS.  of  Tolaj^d  are  now  among  the  *  Additional 
MSS.'  at  the  British  Museum. 

(988)  Br.  TomlinSOn  (of  Newcastle),  ^  1745. 

NeWCastle-On»Tyne ; — Parochial  Library,     [Printed  Books.'] 
Dr.  Tomlinson  bequeathed  his  Library  to  his  fellow-townsmen* 

(989)  Cuthbert  Tonstal,  Bis/iop  of  Durham, 

>i^  18  November,  1559. 

Cambridge: — University  Library. 

Part  of  Bishop  Tonstal's  Library  was  given  to  the  University  of 
Cambridge  in  his  lifetime. 

(990)  Jerome  Torini,  *  1602. 

AreZZO : — Library  of  the  *  Fraternith  dei  Laid '  of  Arezzo. 
[ Prin ted  Books,"] 

By  his  last  Will,  dated  31  January,  1602,  Tobini  bequeathed  his 
Collection  of  Books  to  the  Fraternity  above  named,  as  Trustees  for 
the  Public.  It  remained  in  the  Testator's  house,  and  was  maintained 
as  a  Public  Library  by  his  heirs,  until  the  year  1634,  when  it  was 
removed  to  the  *  Palazzo  di  Fraternita,'  in  wnich  it  is  still  preserved. 
It  was  augmented  by  the  incprporation  of  part  of  the  Library  of 
Francis  Eedi  towards  the  close  of  the  last  century. 

(991)  Evangelista  Torricelli,  *  1627. 

Florence  : — National  [formerly  Palatine]  Library,     [MSS.] 

Part  of  the  MSS.  of  Torhicelli  are  in  the  *  Palatine  Section '  of 
the  National  Library  of  Florence, — formed,  in  1862,  by  the  union  of 
the  *  Magliabechiana  '  with  the  *  JPalatina,* 
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Hastiicgs,  then  Governor- General  of  India)  was  purchased  by  the 
University  of  Oxford  in  the  year  1806. 

(999)  John  Twyne,  *  24  November,  1581. 

Oxford  l—Corpus  Chrisii  College  Library.     [MSS.] 

Some  of  the  MSS.  of  John  Twyne  were  given  to  the  Library  of 
Corpus  by  his  grandson*  Bryan  Twtks. 

(1000)  Bryan  Twyne,  *  4  July,  1644. 

Oxford  \— Bodleian  Library.     \MSS,'] 

The  MSS.  of  Bryan  Twinb,  now  in  the  Bodleian,  came  thither  by 
bequest. 

(1001)  Olaus  Gerard  Tychsen,  *  30  Dec,  1815. 

HostOCk  : — Univerniy  Library.     [Printed  Books,  ^c] 

Twtsden's  Library  was  purchased,  in  1817,  by  the  University  of 
Bostock. 

(1002)  Peter  Tyrawloy,  ^  .    .    . 

London: — British  Museum  Library,     [MSS.'] 

A  Collection  of  Ttbawlby  MSS.  was  purchased  by  the  Trustees 
of  the  British  Museum  in  the  year  18G0. 

(1003)  Thomas  Tyrwhitt,  *  15  August,  1780. 

London : — British  Museum  Library.     [Printed  Books,  ^c] 

Ttrwhitt*s  Libraiy  was  bequeathed  to  the  British  Museum  by 
the  Collector. 


u. 

(1004)  Zacbary  Conrad  von  Uffonbach, 

^  6  January,  1734. 

Hambnrgh : — Town  Library.     [MSS."] 

The  splendid  series  of  UrFEWBAcn  MSS.,  now  in  the  Town 
Library  of  Hamburgh,  has  accrued  by  successive  bequests  of  the 
brothers  John  Christopher  Wolf,  and  John  Christian  Wolf. 
Uffenbach's  Hebrew  MSS.  were  acquired  by  Christopher  Wolf  in 
1731,  and  his  vast  series  of  autograph  letters  of  celebrated  men  in 
1735.  The  larger  portion  of  what  remained  of  IlFFENBACifs  MSS. 
(some  of  which  had  been  bequeathed  to  ScnsLnoRN)  was  purchased 
by  Christian  Wolf  in  1749.    In  its  integrity  Uffekbacd^s  Library 
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(1009)  Francis  Le  Vaillant,  *  22  November,  1824. 

Beauvais  l — Private  Library  of  the  Family  of  Lb  Caboit  du 
Tkoussukes.     [M5<S.] 

Part  of  the  papers  of  this  famous  traveller  and  naturalist  liave  been 
dispersed — like  His  rich  Collections  in  natural  history — but  another 
portion  of  them  is  still  preserved  at  Beauvais.  Le  Yaillakt  rettimed 
to  France  just  before  the  Bevolution.  Even  at  that  period  the 
importance  of  preserving  his  Collections  for  the  public  was  perceived, 
but  negotiations  about  the  terms  of  acquisition  were  still  pending 
in  the  days  of  the  National  Convention;  nor  was  an  equitable 
arrangement  facilitated  by  the  fact  that  the  unfortunate  traveller 
was  presently  imprisoned  as  a  man  '*  suspected  "  of  disliking  a  Beign 
of  Terror.  A  Committee  of  the  Convention  bought  part  of  his  rare 
specimens  of  exotic  birds — probably  rather  on  their  own  terms  than 
on  those  of  the  Collector,  who,  besides,  had  to  content  himself  with 
books,  instead  of  payment  in  money.  The  books  so  assigned  to 
him  were  said,  by  tlie  vendors,  to  be  auplicates  from  the  confiscated 
Libraries.  Another  part  of  his  Collections  was  afterwards  disposed 
of  in  Holland.  Le  Vaillant  survived  until  1824*,  but  lived,  it  seems, 
in  poverty ;  after  devoting  the  prime  of  his  life,  and  much  of  his 
private  means,  to  the  progress  of  the  natural  sciences.  But  his 
name  lives,  and  will  live,  as  that  of  a  public  benefactor. 


(1010)  Thomas  Valperga  di  Caluso,  *  l  April, 

1815. 

Turin : — University  Library.     [Printed  Books,  ^c] 

The  Abbate  Yalpeboa  di  Caluso  bequeathed  his  Library  to  the 
University  of  Turin. 

(1011)  Leander  Van  Ess,  iji  .     .     . 

Middle  Hill  {Worcestershire) :  —  Library  of  Sir  Thomas 
Phillipps. 

Vak  Ess  had  brought  together  a  valuable  and  extensive  Collection 
of  MSS.,  most  of  which  had  originally  beh)nij^ed  to  the  Libraries  of 
German  monasteries.  The'  bulk  of  his  Collection  was  purchased  by 
Sir  Thomas  Phillipps. 

(1012)  J.  B.  B.  Van  Praet,  *  1837. 

Paris ; — imperial  Library.     [Printed  Books,  ^-c] 

Van  Praet  bequeathed  a  selected  portion  of  his  private  and  choice 
Collection  to  the  great  Library  over  which  he  had  so  long  and  so 
honourably  presided. 

ri4] 
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(1020)  z.  Vogel,  *  .    .    . 

Hamburgh : — Town  Library,     [Printed  BooJc8.'\ 

A  Collection  of  works  on  the  Medical  Sciences  (and  chiefly  those 
of  Greek,  Soman,  and  Arabic  writers),  which  had  been  formed  by 
VooEL,  and  had  passed  into  the  possession  of  Burgomaster  Amsnick, 
of  Hamburgh,  was  given  by  the  possessor  to  the  Town  Library  in 
the  year  1800. 

(1021)  John  Philip  Vogt,  *  1783. 

Srlangen: — Unitersity  Library.     [Printed  Books,  ^c] 

The  Library  of  Dr,  J.  P.  Vogt  now  forms  part  of  that  of  the  Univer- 
sity of  Erlangen,  by  his  bequest. 

(1022)  Francis  Mary  Arouet  de  Voltaire,  ^  30  May, 

1778, 

St,  Petersburgh  (T^^  Hermitage  Palace)  :  —Imperial  Private 
Library,     [Printed  Books  and  MSS.] 

The  Library  of  Voltaibk,  and  thd  MSS.  which  were  in  his  posscs- 
fiion  at  the  time  of  his  death,  were  (in  October  of  the  same  year) 

Purchased  by  the  Empress  Cathebine  II  from  his  niece  and  heiress, 
ladame  Denis.  They  are  now  in  the  Libraiy  of  the  imperial  resi- 
dence called  'The  Hermitage.'  Some  of  Voltaire's  letters  to 
Fbedebick  the  Great  are  in  the  University  Library  of  Bologna, 
His  Correspondence  with  Bettinelli  is  preserved  in  the  Town 
Library  of  Mantua. 

In  the  University  Library  at  Bologna  there  is  also  a  presentation 
copy  of  Voltaire's  Mahomet,  with  an  autograph  letter,  addressed  by 
the  author  to  Pope  Benedict  XIV.  The  mere  collocation  of  the 
names  of  author,  subject,  and  donatee,  is  a  curiosity.  When  it  is 
called  to  mind  that  the  performance  of  the  piece  was  suppressed,  in 
Paris,  as  "  offensive  to  religion,"  the  piquancy  of  this  literary  relic 
is  enhanced. 

A  recent  traveller  in  Eussia — M.  Leouzov  Le  Due — says  of  the 
Collection  at  the  Hermitage — "  Voltaire's  Library  is  coinpoj*od  of 
about  7500  volumes  in  philosophy,  history,  and  literature... Many 
volumes  are  covered  with  MS.  notes  in  his  autograph,  but  most  of 
them  are  either  insignificant  or  unworthy... Of  his  ^ISS.,  one  section    1^.^0,01, lc 
relates  to  Eussian  history  under  Peteb  the  Great.   The  other  scetiou   Due,  Etudei 
comprises  a  large  number  of  works,  partly  unpublished,  and  a  mass  J^s^^"^'' 
of  MS.  materials."! 
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(1030)  Henry  William  Wales,  *  1850. 

Cambridge  (Massachusetts) :  —  Harvard  College  Library, 
[Printed  Books.'] 

A  small,  but  very  choice,  Collection  of  printed  books — including 
many  on  Oriental  literature — was  bequeathed  by  the  Collector  to 
Harvard  Library.     It  comprised  about  1500  volumes. 

(1031)  Briff adier- General  Alexander  \7aIkieTf  ^  .     . 

Oxford :  ^Bodleian  Library.     [MSS,] 

The  Arabic,  Persian,  and  Sanscrit  MSS.  of  General  Walkeb  were 
given,  by  the  Collector's  son,  Sir  William  Walkeu,  to  the  Univer- 
sity of  Oxford,  in  the  year  1845. 

(1032)  John  Walker,  D.D.  (of  Exeter),  ^  1730. 

Oxford: — Bodleian  Library,     [MSS,] 

The  extensive  MS.  Collections  on  the  Church  History  of  En<;land 
of  the  eminent  author  of*  The  Sujfferings  of  the  Clergy,*  were  given  to 
the  University  of  Oxford,  in  the  year  1751,  by  his  sou,  William 
Walkeb. 

(1033)  Thomas  Walker,  Master  of  University  Colle(/e, 

Oxford,  *  .     .     . 

Oxford: — University  College  Library,     [MSS.] 
Bequeathed,  by  the  Collector,  to  University  College. 

(1034)  Frederick  F.  Wallraff,  *  1824. 

Cologne  : — Town  Library.     [Printed  Books  and  MSS.] 

Professor  "WALLBArr  bequeathed  his  Library  to  Cologne,  for 
public  use;  together  with  large  and  valuable  Collections  of  works 
of  art. 

(1035)  Izaack  Walton,  *  15  December,  1083. 

Winchester : — Cathedral  Library,     [Printed  Boohs,  ^c] 
S^lishury  :—C(^ltiedral  Library,     [Printed  Boohs.] 

Part  of  Izaack  Walton's  books  came  to  Salisbury  by  the  gift  of 
Izaack  Walton,  a  Canon  of  Sarum,  son  of  the  Collector. 

The  portion  now  preserved  at  Winchester  was  bequeathed  to  the 
Dean  aud  Chapter  of  that  Cathedral  by  another  doncendant. 
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(1040)  William  Warham,  Archbishop  of  Canterbury, 

^  1532. 

Oxford: — ^ll  Souls*  College  TAbrary  [Theological  Books,  ^c]  ; 
New  College  Library  [Juridical  Books], 

Winchester: — St,  Mary*s  College  Library,  [Collection  of 
Church  Music] 

In  addition  to  the  books  on  the  Civil  and  Canon  Law  which 
Archbishop  Waeham  bequeathed  to  New  College,  he  also  gave  to 
that  Society  his  Collection  of  Greek  MSS.,  moat  of  which  had  been 
brought  from  Constantinople  by  the  refugees  of  the  fifteenth 
century. 

(1041)  John  Warner,  BMop  of  Rochester, 

^W  October,  1G66. 

Oxford: — Magdalen  College  Library,     [Printed  Books,  ^c] 

(1042)  Richard  Warner,  *  11  April,  1775. 

Oxford: — Wadham  College  Library,     [Printed  Books,  ^c] 

(1043)  Christopher  Wase,  *  29  August,  1690. 

Oxford: — Corpus  College  Library,     [MSS,] 

(1044)  George  Washington,  ^  14  December,  1799. 

Boston  {Massachusetts)  : — Athenaeum  Library,     [Printed  Books.] 
Washington : — Congress  Library,     [MSS.] 

Washington's  Library  remained  intact  at  Mount  Vernon  until 
after  tbe  death  of  hia  nephew,  Bushrod  WAsniNOxoN.  It  was  then 
di\'ided  between  the  co-heirs,  and  that  part  of  it  which  was  removed 
was  eventually  sold.  Congress  bought  the  State  Papers.  The 
printed  books — including  an  extensive  series  of  pamphlets— were 
bought,  by  subscription,  for  the  Boston  AthonaBum.  Two  thirds  of 
the  Bound  volumes  are  said  to  contain  his  autograph,  beginning  with 
one  writt<3n  when  he  was  about  nine  years  old.  Many  books  contain 
also  his  MS.  notes. 

(1046)  John  Watts  de  Peyster,  *  .    .    . 

New  York : — Library  of  the  Historical  Society.  [Printed  Books.] 

By  gift  of  the  Collector.  The  books  relate  chiefly  to  Holland  and 
to  Dutch  History. 


NOTICES  OF  COLLECTORS.  [217] 

(1053)  Baron  Westreenen  de  Tiellandt, 

*  20  November,  1848. 

Hague : — Tiella^dt  Museum  Library,  [Printed  Books  and  Block 
BooksJ] 

A  considerable  series  of  early  printed  books,  xylographs,  &c.,  was 
bequeathed  by  Baron  Westbeenek  as  a  Public  Collection. 

(1054)  Henry  Wharton,  *  5  March,  1695. 

London  : — Lambeth  Palace  Library,     [MSS,'] 

Whahton'b  MSS.  were  purchased  by  Archbishop  Tenisoit  for  the 
Lambeth  Library. 

(1055)  Charles  Wheatley,  *  13  May,  1742. 

Oxford: — St.  John^s  College  Library.     [Printed Books,"] 
Wh£atl£y*b  Library  was  bequeathed  to  St.  John's  College. 

(1056)  Sir  George  Wheler,  *  18  February,  1724- 

Oxford: — Lincoln  College  Library.     [MSS.] 

The  Whelee  MSS.  were  given  to  Lincoln  College  in  1683.  They 
had  been  chiefly  gathered  during  the  Collector's  travels  in  Eastern 
countries. 

(1057)  John  White  (of  Southwark),  *  .     ,     . 

Oxford  l—St.  John's  College  Library.     [MSS,] 

(1058)  Thomas  White,  i>.i>.  (Founder  of  Sion  College, 

London),  *  1  March,  1624. 

Windsor : — Collegiate  or  Chapter  Library.     [Printed  Books  and 

MSS,] 

Dr.  AVuiTS  bequeathed  his  Library  to  the  Dean  and  Canons  of 
"Windsor. 

(1059)  Henry  A.  Whitney,  *  .     .     . 

Cambridge      {Massachusetts) : — Harvard      College     Library. 
[Printed  Books.] 
By  gift,  in  1852. 
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(1066)  John  Williapins,  Archbishop  of  York, 

*  25  March,  1650. 

London ; — Library  of  Weatminster  Abbey.     [Printed  Booha,'] 
Cambridge : — 'Si/.  John's  College  Library,     [Printed  Books  and 

MSS.] 

Archbishop  Williams  bequeathed  part  of  his  Library  to  St.  John's 
College,  Cambridge.  Another  part  he  had  given,  in  his  lifetime, 
towards  the  foundation  of  a  Library  in  Westminister  Abbey  for 
public  use. 

(1067)  Daniel  Williams,  B.I).,  *  26  January,  1716. 

London : — ^.  Williams's  Library,     [Printed  Books  and  MSS.} 

Dr.  Williams's  Library  was  founded,  under  the  trusts  created  by 
his  Will,  for  public  use,  and  more  especially  for  the  use  of  the  Non- 
conformist Clergy  of  the  Metropolis ;  his  private  Collection  being  its 
groundwork.  It  was  opened,  in  1729,  in  feed  Cross  Street,  Cripple- 
gate,  and  remained  there  for  more  than  a  centnry.  Kecently  it  has 
been  removed  to  Queen  Square,  in  Bloomsbury,  the  original  site 
having  been  acquired  for  railway  purposes. 

(1068)  Sir  Joseph  Williamson,  *  1701. 

Oxford : — Queen's  College  Library,     [MSS,  and  Printed  Books,'] 
London : — Rolls  House,     [MS,  Collections.'] 

Sir  Joseph  Williamson  bequeathed  his  MS.  Collections  on 
political  afi&irs — extending,  when  fully  bound,  to  more  than  400 
volumes — to  the  State  Paper  Office,  whence  they  passed  to  their 
present  repository  in  the  new  Bolls  House.  His  other  MSS.,  toge- 
ther with  his  Printed  Library,  he  bequeathed  to  Queen's. 

(1069)  Browne  Willis,  *  5  February,  1760. 

Oxford  \— Bodleian  Library.     [MSS.] 
Acquired  by  gifb,  in  the  Collector's  lifetime. 

(1070)  Henry  Winder,  *  9  August,  1752. 

Liverpool : — Congregational  Library.     [Printed  Books.] 
Founded  by  Windeb's  bequest. 

(1071)  George  Benedict  Winer,  *  12  May,  1858. 

Leipsic : — University  Library.     [Printed  Books  and  MSS.] 

The  greater  part  of  Wineb's  Library  came  to  Leipsic  by  his 
bequest. 
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printed    books,  to  the  Ashmolean    MuBeum,  whence   thej  have 
recently  been  removed  to  the  Bodleian. 

(1077)  Thomas  Wood,  *  .     .     . 

London ; — Sion  College  Library,     [Printed  Books  and  MSSJ] 

Wood's  bequest  was,  substantially,  the  foundation  of  Sion  College 
Library. 

(1078)  Daniel  Wray,  *  29  December,  1783. 

London : — Library  of  the  Charter  Home. 

Daniel  Weat'b  Library  was  given,  by  his  Widow,  to  the  Charter 
House. 

(1079)  Sir  William  Wynne,  *  .     .     . 

Cambridge : — Trinity  Hall  Library,     [Printed  Books,"] 
Bequeathed  to  Trinity  Hall  by  the  Collector. 


Y. 

(1080)  Thomas  Yoiing,  *  10  May,  1829. 

London : — British  Museum  Library,     [MSS,] 

Part  of  the  MS.  Collections  on  Egyptology  of  Dr.  Thomas  Touwo 
were  purchased  by  the  Trustees  of  the  British  Museum.    They  form 

*  MSS.  Addit.  27,283 '  to  '  27,286.' 

(1081)  Philip  Yorke,  Pirst  Earl  of  Hardmche, 

*  6  March,  1764. 

Hardwicke   (Oloucestershire)  : — Lord  Habdwicks's    Library. 
[^Historical  MSS.  and  Printed  Books,] 

The  Library  of  the  first  Earl  of  Habdwiceb  is  rich  in  materials  of 
British  History,  of  which  the  series  published  under  the  title  of 

*  Habdwicke  State  Papers '  comprises  but  a  small  portion. 

(1082)  John  de  Yriarte,  *  23  August,  1771, 

Madrid  :—Boyal  Library.     [MSS.] 
Oxford : — Bodleian  Library.     [MSS.] 

Middle  TTill  {Worcestershire) : — Library  of  Sir  Thomas  Fhil- 
Lipps.     [MSS.] 

(1083)  Major-General  YvlQy  *  .     .     . 

London  : — British  Museum  Library.     [MSS,] 

A  Collection  of  Persian  MSS.,  formed  by  General  Yulb,  was  given 
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Imperial  Library  had  been  already  laid,  but  this  was  its  first  impor- 
tant acquisition. 

(1086)  Count 'Francis  Zambeccari,  *  21  Sept.,  1812. 

Bolog^ft : — Universi ty  Library.     [Printed  Books, ] 
By  gift  to  the  University. 

(1087)  J.  J.  Zamboni,  *  .    •    . 

Oxford  \— Bodleian  Library,     [MSS.  ] 

Zamboni  was  Venetian  Resident  in  England  during  the  earlier 
part  of  the  eighteenth  century.  His  MSS.  were  purchased  by 
JiAWLiNSON,  and  formed  part  of  the  bequest  of  that  Collector  to  the 
University  of  Oxford  in  1755. 

(1088)  Ubaldo  Zanetti,  *  1766? 

Bolognft : —  University  Library,     [Printed  Books.l 
Acquired,  by  purchase,  in  1776. 

(1089)  z.  Zapp,  *  .    .    . 

Dantzic : — Town  Library.     [Printed  Books.] 
By  the  CoUector's  bequest. 

(1090)  Philip  Zeisold,  *  .    .    . 

Altonburgh ; —  Gymnasium  Library.     [Printed  Books,] 
Acquired  in  1695. 

(1091)  Dominick  2jOppetti,  ^  .     •     . 

Venice : — Library  of  the  Correr  Museum,     [Printed  Books  and 

MSS,] 

This  laborious  inquirer  into  Italian  antiquities,  and  more  espe- 
cially into  those  of  Venice,  bequeathed  to  the  Municipality  of  that 
City,  in  addition  to  his  other  Archa)ological  Collections,  a  small,  but 

UnglUh  Cyclopadia,  has  carcfally  examined  the  Rassian  accoants  of  the  transport 
of  the  Zaluski  Library.  He  has  shown  that,  after  dae  allowance  for  the  possible 
niisreckoning  of  mere  pamphlets  as  '  volumes/  the  aggregate  number  of  the  latter 
(which  are  given  in  classes  and  with  much  detail)  can  hardly  bo  reduced  below 
235,000.  He  then  adds  : — "  If  this  number  be  correct,  and  it  is  as  well  vouched 
for  as  the  census  of  most  Libraries,  it  will  not  only  follow  that  the  Collection  of 
books  made  in  his  lifetime  by  one  Por^h  bishop,  with  the  assistance  of  another, 
was  the  largest  Collection  ever  made  at  private  expense,  but  that  it  actually  sur- 
passed in  numbers  the  magnificent  Library  of  the  Kings  of  France,  and  was  at 
the  head,  in  that  point,  of  all  the  Collections  in  Europe,  some  of  which  had  bei>n 
gathering  for  centuries  at  the  expense  of  nations." — English  Cgclop,  (I)iv.  'Arts 
and  Sciences'),  vol.  v,  p.  206. 
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A. 

Laran,  Public  Library  of  the  Canton  of 

Aargan,  at,  [104] 
ibbate,  Hannibal  Olivieri  degli,  [139] 
tbbot,  Qeorge,  Archbishop  of  Canterbury, 

[3] 
.bbot,  Robert,  Bishop  of  Salisbury,  [3] 

.bbotsford.  Library  at,  [185] 
ber^een,   Marischal  College  Library  nt, 
[109];  [168] 
cciajoli  Family,  [3] 
dami,  Leonard,  [3] 
danioli,  Peter,  Gift  to  Lyons  of,  [4] 
dams,  Fitzherbert,  [4] 
delnng,  John  Christopher,  [4] 
l^ard,  Arthur,  [4] 

gucchi.  Count  Alexander,  Qift  to  Bologna 
of,  249 

gostin,    Anthony,    Archbishop    of  Tar- 
ragona, [4] 
lilwardt,  Peter,  [5] 
IBDBIS,  Town  Library  of — 

Foundation,  Rules,  and  Statifttics, 
Table  facing  page  292 
roldi,  Ctpsar,  Gift  to  Palermo  of,  250 
X,  Town  Library  of — 

Foundation    and    StntiRtics,     204; 

[154] 
acquires   the    MSS.    of    Lewis    de 

Boisgelin,  [24] 
acquires  the   Library  of  A.  J.  A. 

Fauris  de  St.  Vincent,  [61] 
and  that  of  Andrew  Tournon,  [206] 


Albani,  Alexander,  [5] 

Albany,  State  Library  of  New  York  at,  278 

Albert,  Prince  Consort,  gives  a  series  of 
choice  books  to  Manchester,  71 

Albicini,  Marquess  Anthony,  -fonnds  a 
Town  Library  at  Forli,  251 

Albizi,  Professor  degli,  [5] 

Albomoz,  GiltiS  Alvarez  Carillo  de.  Arch- 
bishop of  Toledo,  [5] 

Aldini,  John,  Gift  to  Bologna  of,  249 

Aldrich,  Henry,  [5] 

Aldrovandi,  Ulyssts,  [5] 

Aleandro,  Cardinal  Jerome,  [6] 

Alexander  VII,  Pupe,  removes  to  Rome  the 
Town  Libraries  of  (Jrbino  and  Urbania, 
262 ;  founds  the  Ghigi  Library  at  Rome, 

[6] 
Alfieri,  Victor,  [6] 

Alissac,  Family  of  Pays  d',  [145] 

Allan,  George,  [6] 

Alleyn,  Edward,  [6] 

All  Souls'  College,  Oxford,  Library  of,  [8] 

Almanzi,  Joseph,  [6] 

Almeloveen,  Theodore  Janssen  van,  [7] 

Alnwick  Castle  (Northumberland),  Library 
at,  [148] 

Alphonso  V,  King  of  Arragon,  [7] 

Altenburgh,  Gymnaaial  Library  at  [110]; 
[223] 

Althorpe  House  (Northamptonshire),  Li- 
brary at,  [36]  ;  [169] ;  [194] 

Altona,  Gymnasial  Library  at,  [101] 

Alvarez  Carillo  de  Albornoz,  Giles,  Arch- 
bishop of  Toledo,  [6] 

[15] 
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AsTOB   Fbeb   Libbabt  at  New  York 
(continued) — 

regulationf    of    pablic    access    to, 

320 
opening  of,  321 
staiifMes   of   use    by    the  Public, 

822 

ftports  of  1863  and  1864,  323 
retirement  of   Dr.    Cogswell,   and 
testimony  borne  to  his  services, 
324 
4itor,  John  Jacob,  emigrates  to  America, 
309;  bis  detention  in  Chesapeake  Bay 
and  its  results,  ib, ;  his  early  mercantile 
career,  310;  embarks  largely  in  the  fur 
trade,  and    founds  the  American  Fur 
Company,  311 ;  his  attempted  coloniza- 
tion at  the  mouth  of  the  Oregon,  312 ; 
bis   building    enterprises,    312;    nego- 
tiates for  the  purchase  of  the  Boutourlin 
Collection   as  a  basis  for  his  intended 
Library  to  be  given  to  the  City  of  New 
York,   313;    his  death,  314;  terms  of 
his  Will,  312;  incorporation  of  his  Trus- 
tees, 314 
Utor,  William  B.,  gpves  a  valuable  Tech- 
nological Collection  of   books    to    the 
Library  founded  by  his  father,  317 
i.TH,  Town  Library  of — 

Statistics  of  the,  266 
Ltkinson,  W.  G.,  178 

kubigne,  Frances  d'.  Marchioness  of  Main- 
tenon,  [114] 
kubrey,  John,  [10] 
LUOSBrBGH,  Town  Library  of — 

Foundation  and  History  of  the,  234 

Transfer  to  Munich  of  part  of  its 

rare  MSS.  and  printed  books,  235 

is  augmented  from  other  Bavarian 

Libraries,  236 
statistics  of  extent,  and  use  by  the 

Public,  Table  facing  page  226 
acquires    the     Bosner    Collection, 

[174] 
Mark    Welser's    bequest    to    the, 
[216] 


I 


Aunay-les-Bondy,  864 
AurifUber  Library,  [10] 
AUTUN,  Town  Library  of,  210 
AuxEBBB,  Town  Library  of,  210 
Avignon,  Town  Library  of— 

Foundation  of  the,  206 

statistics  of  extent  and  public  use, 
204 

MSS.  of  Charlier  de  Qerson  in  the, 
[41] 
Avogadro,  Rambold  degli  Azzoni,  [10] 
Azzoni,  Joseph,  [10] 
Azzoni  Avogadro,  Rambold  degli,  [10] 


B. 


Babington,  Gervase,  Bishop  of  Worcester, 

[11] 

Bacon,  Sir  Nicholas,  [11] 

Bacon,  Francis,  Viscount  St.  Albans,  [11] 

Bacon,  Anthony,  [11] 

Bagford,  John,  [11] 

Bagnebes,  Town  Library  of,  209 

Baker,  David,  [11] 

Baker,  Thomas,  [12] 

Baldinger,  Ernest  Godfrey,  [12] 

Balfour,  Sir  James,  [12] 

Ballard,  George,  [12] 

Balthasar,  Joseph  Anthony,  [12] 

Baluze,  Stephen,  [13] 

Bambsbo,  Royal  Town  Library  of — 

Origin  and  History  of  the,  T<a)1e 
facing  page  226 

acquires  the  Collections  of  Bishop 
John  Godfrey  von  Aschhausen, 

[9]| 
and    those    of   Charles,    Duke    of 

Zweibriick,  [41] 
and  of  Bishop  F.  L.  von    Erthal, 
[59] 
Bamberg,  Chapter  Library  at,  [28] 
Bamburgh  Castle  (Northumberland),  Pab- 
lic Library  at,  [188] 
Bancroft,  Richard,  Archbishop  of  Cante^* 
bury,  [13] 
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Beflser,  John  von,  [20] 

Betham,  Sir  William,  [21] 

Bethune,  Maximilian   de,  Duke  of  Sullj, 

[198] 
Bethune,  Count  Philip  dc,  [21] 
Bettinelli,  Xavier,  [21J 
Beveridge,  William,  Bishop  of  St.  Asaph, 

[21] 
Seyerlinck,  Lawrence,  [21] 
Stanchini,  Francis,  [21] 
Viener,  — ,  [21] 
iiENNE,  Town  Library  of,  24.1 
iigelow,  John,  originates  a  Public  Suh- 
Bcription  for  the  Boston  City  Library,  in 
Massachusetts,  281 
Bigot,  Emery,  [22] 
liparfond,  Stephen  Gabriean  de,  [6] 
Hrch,  Thomas,  [22] 
tiBKENHEAD,  Town  Library  of^ 

Foundation  and  Statisticsof  the,124 
its  expenditure,  126 
tlBHiNGHAM,  Town  Libraries  of^ 

Rejection  of  the  first  proposal  to 
introduce  the  Libraries  Act  into 
Birmingham,  in  1852,  139 
adoption  of  the  Act  iu  1860,  ib, 
formation    of    Branch     Libraries, 

140 
extent  and  classification  of  the  Con- 
sulting  and   Lending   Libraries, 
and  of  their  issues,  141 ;  155 
foundation  of  a  Shakespeare  Collec- 
tion, 153 
the  new  building,  and  its  cost,  154 
extracts  from    the  Reports  of  Mr. 
J.  D.  Mullins  on  the  character  of 
the  reading  in  the,  145 
comparison  of  the  working  of  the  Bir- 
mingham Free  Libraries  with  those 
of  Manchester  and  Liverpool,  148 
News*  Rooms  of  the,  149 
expenditure  of  the,  156 
further    Statistics    of    the.    Table 
facing  page  192 
irmingham,  the  old  Proprietary  Library 
of,  its  foundation  and  history,  150 


Biscioni,  Anthony  Mary,  [22] 

Blackburn,    Town    Library    of,     Table 
facing  page  192 

Blair,  William,  [22] 

Blakeway,  John  Brickdale,  [22] 

Blayney,  Benjamin,  [22] 

Bleecker,  Harman  [22] 

Blenheim  Palace,  Library  at,  [28]  ;  [42]  ; 
[191] 

Blois,  Town  Library  of,  207 

Bocage,  John  Denis  Barbie  du,  [14] 

Boccaccio,  John,  [23] 

Bocchi,  —  (of  Adria),  [23] 

Bochart,  Samuel,  [23] 

Bodley's  Library  at  Oxford,  [3];  [9] 
[10] ;  [12]  ;  [14] ;  [15]  ;  [17] ;  [19] 
[22] ;  [33]  ;  [35]  ;  [41] ;  [54]  ;  [55] 
[66J;  [62];  [64];  [67];  [70];  [76] 
[85]  ;  [89]  ;  [93]  ;  [97]  ;  [99]  ;  [105] 
[106]  ;  [115]  ;  [117]  ;  [124]  ;  [126] 
[128] ;  [132]  ;  [189] ;  [140]  ;  [141] 
[147]  ;  [158]  ;  [167] ;  [173] ;  [178] 
[179] ;  [181]  ;  [192] ;  [193] ;  [199] 
[200] ;  [204] ;  [206]  ;  [208] ;  [213] 
[214] ;  [218] ;  [219] ;  [220]  ;  [223] 

Bodmer,  John  Jacob,  augments  the  Town 
Library  of  Zurich,  243 

Boeckel,  — ,  [23] 

Boehl  von  Faber,  J.  N.,  bequeaths  a 
Spanish  Library  to  the  City  of  Ham- 
burgh, 230 

Boerner,  Caspai;,  [23] 

Boineburg,  Philip  William  von,  [23] 

Boisgelin,  Lewis  de,  [24] 

Bologna,  Town  Library  of — 

Foundation   and   Statistics  of  the, 

248 
yearly  aggregate  of  its  readers,  tb, 

Bologna,  Library  of  the  former  Spanish 
College  at,  [5] 

Bologna,  Library  of  the  University  of, 
[6]  ;  [18];  [69];  [117];  [125]  ;  [130]  ; 
[142]  ;  [181]  ;  [223] 

Bolton  (Lancashire),  Town  Library  of — 
Foundation  and  early  experience  of 
the,  156 
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Boucbet  de  BoumonviUe,  Henry  Da,  be- 
queaths hU  Library  to  the  Monki  of  St. 
Victor,  for  the  free  use  of  the  Public  of 
Pkris,  197;  [55] 
Bouhier,  President  de,  [26] 
BOTTLOGNS,  Town  Library  of,  210 
Bourbon,  Charles  de,  Duke  of  Bourbon, 

[26] 
BoirBBOUBG,  Town  Library  of,  209 
BOUBGES,  Town  Library  of,  207 ;  208 
Bourg^ignon  d'Anville,  John  Baptist,  [26] 
Bonrnonville,  Henry  Du  Bouchet  de,  197; 

[55] 
Boutourlin,  Demetrius  Petrowicz,  [26] 
Boutourlin  Library  at  Florence,  313 
Bowditch,  Nathaniel,  bequeaths  a  Mathe- 
matical Library  for  public  use  in  Boston 
(Massachusetts).  286 
Boyd,  Jaines,  Bishop  of  Glasgow,  [26] 
Boyd,  Zachary.  [27] 
Bojrle,  Charles,  Earl  of  Orrery,  [27] 
Boylston,  W.  N.,  [27] 
Bracciolini,  Poggio,  [27] 
Brahe,  Tycho,  [27] 
Branca,  John  Baptist,  [27] 
Brancaccia,  F.  M.,  Cardinal,  [27] 
Brandes,  G.  F.,  [27] 
Bray,  Thomas,  and  the  '  Parochial  Libraries 

Act' of  1709,  4 
BiUKMSir,  Town  Library  of-^ 

Foundation,  Rules,  and  Statistics  of 

the.  Table  facing  page  226 
acquires  the  Library  of  George  Bux- 

torf,  [30] 
and  also  part  of  the  Literary  CoUec* 
tions  of  Melchior  Goldast,  [75] 
Brera    Library    at    Mikn,    [56];     [82]; 

[150] 
Bbescia,  Town  Library  of— 

acquires  the   Library  of   Cardinal 
Querini,  [165] 
Bbsilau,  Town  Library  of^ 

Foundation  Collections  of  the,  232 ; 

[169] ;  [171] ;  [184] ;  [186] 
union  of  the  Rhediger,  Bemardin, 
and  other  Libraries,  in  1864^  26-i 


Bbsslau,  Town  Library  of  (eoiUinmed) — 
statistics  of  their  extent  and  public 
use.  Table  facing  page  226 
Breslau,  Library  of  the  Jewish  Seminary  at, 

[180] 
Bridgewater  House  Library,  [58]  ;  [103] 
Brienne,    Henry    Augustus    Lomenie  de, 

[111] 
Bristol,  Town  Library  of— 

Gift    of    John     Heylin     to    the, 

[87] 
and  that  of  Archbishop  Matthew, 
[119] 
Bristol,  Library  of  the  Baptist  Academy  at, 

[72] 

Brooke,  Robert,  and  his  gift  of  books  to  the 
Parish  of  Whitchurch,  Hants,  11 

Brotherton,  Joseph,  founds  the  Free 
Borough  Library  and  Museum  of  Sal- 
ford,  105 ;  notice  of  his  public  and  par- 
liamentary career,  105;  107 

Broiigliam,  Henry,  Lord  Brougham,  speech 
of,  at  the  re-opening  of  the  Town  Library 
of  Liverpool,  118 

Brown,  Sir  William  (of  Liverpool),  Bart., 
mercantile  and  public  career  of,  110;  his 
local  services  to  Liverpool,  111 ;  his  par- 
liamentary labourii,  112 ;  builds  a  Town 
Library  for  Liverpool,  113  ;  his  remarks 
on  the  choice  of  books,  117 

Brown  University  at  Providence,  Rhode 
Island,  Library  of  the,  301;  [171] 

Browne,  Simon,  [28] 

Bruce,  James,  363 

Bruce,  Jumes,  Earl  of  Elgin  and  Kincar- 
dine, promotes  the  establishment  of  Free 
Township  Libraries  in  Canada,  351 ;  his 
testimony  to  their  value,  when  resigning 
the  government  of  Canada,  356 

Bruehl,  Count  Henry  von,  [28] 

Bbuges,  Town  Library  of,  266 ;  267 

Brnni,  Anthony,  founds,  in  1861,  at  Prato 
(near  Florence),  the  first  of  the  Popular 
Lending  Libraries  of  Italy,  263;  rapid 
spread  of  his  example,  265 

Brunquell,  Philip,  [28] 
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^unneti,  Peter,  founds  tbe  Town  Library 

of  Rayenna,  251 ;  [33] 
^lanniyari,  Dayid,  [33] 
/anonici  CoUectiou,  [33] 
Canterbury,     Library    of    tbe    Catbedral 

Cburch  of,  [192] 
Japell,  Edward,  [34] 
!apponi,  Alexander  Gregory,  [34] 
laprariis,  Peter  Mitte  von,  [128] 
!araffa,  Antbony,  [34] 
/ardan,  Jerome,  [34] 
!arditp.  Town  Library  of — 

Statistics  of  tbe.  Table  facing  page 
192 
ardona,    Jobn    Baptist,     Arcbbisbop    of 
Valencia,  [34] 

arew,  Qeorge,  Earl  of  Totnes,  [35] 
arleton,  Dudley,  Lord  Dorchester,  [35] 
arlsburg,  Public  Library  of,  [15] 
arpenter,  John,  gifb  of  books  to  tbe  Town 
Library   in    the    Quildball  of    London 
by,  4 

ABFSifTBAS,  Town  Library  of— 
Statistics  of  the,  207 
acquires  tbe  Mazaugues  Library,  by 
tlie  gift  of  Bishop  d'Ingnimbert, 
[120] 
contains  part  of  tbe  MSS.  of  Peiresc, 
[146] 
irrari,  Vincent,  MSS.  of,  in  tbe  Town 
Library  of  Bavenna,  254 
irte,  Thomas,  [35] 
isanata,  Jerome,  Cardinal,  [36] 
isaubon,  Isaac,  [36] 
issano-Serra,  Duke  of,  [36] 
LSSKL,  Town  Library  of — 

Origin,  Rules,  and  Statistics  of  tbe, 
Table  facing  page  226 
istell,  Edmund,  [36] 
istiglione,  Balthasar,  [37] 
italognes  of  Town  Libraries,  51 ;  95 ;  ex- 
amples of.  Table  facing  page  193 
tberine  de  Medicis,  Queen    Consort  of 
Prance,  [37] 

tberine  Parr,  Queen  Consort  of  England, 
[37] 


Caulet,  John  de,  [38] 

Cavendish  Family,  [38] 

Cecil,  William,  Lord  Burgbley,  [38] 

Cecil,  Robert,  Earl  of  Salisbury,  [40] 

Cecil,  Brownlow,  Earl  of  Exeter,  [41] 

Celtes,  Conrad,  [41] 

Cenaculo,  Manuel  do,  Arcbbisbop  of  Evora, 

[41] 
Cessna,  Town  Libraries  of — 

Foundation  of  the  ancient    Mala- 

testa  Collection,  258 ;  [114] 
its  augmentation  by  Masini,  259 
its  choice  MSS.,  ib. 
foundation    and    statistics    of   tbe 
Communal  Library,  248,  258 
Chalmers,  Qeorge,  364 
Chambers,  Sir  Robert,  [41] 
Charles,  Duke  of  Zweibriick,  [41] 
Chablkvillb,    Town    Library    of,    207  j 

208 
Charlier  de  Gerson,  John,  [41] 
Chabolles,  Town  Library  of,  [209] 
Charterhouse  Library  in  London,  [221] 
Chabtbes,  Town  Library  of— 

Schomberg  MSS.  in  the,  [182] 
Chateau-Qontieb,  Town  Library  of,  209 
Cbatillon  de  Zurlauben,  Beutus  F.  A.  J.  D. 

Latour  de,  [104] 
Chattllon-sfb- Seine,  Town  Library  of, 

210 
Chatsworth  (Derbyshire),  Library  at,  [38] 
Cbelli,  Joseph,  founds  the  Town  Library  of 

Qrosseto,  364 
Cherry,  Francis,  [41] 
Chester,  Cathedral  and  Town  Library  of,  is 
founded  by  Dean  Ardeme's  bequest,  [8] 
Cbetbam,  Humphrey,  founds  a  Town  Li- 
brary  at  Manchester  by  a  bequest  to 
feoffees,  199 ;  circumstances  which  have 
checked  tbe  growth  of  his  Library,  861 
Chiabrera,  Gabriel,  [42] 
Christiania,  bequest  of  Charles  Deichmana 

to  the  Town  of,  [52] 
Christiania,  University  Library  of,  [15] 
Christina,  Queen  of  Sweden,  [42] 
Chorley,  John  R  utter,  [42] 
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Court  de  Gebelin,  Anthony,  [47] 

Courten,  WUliam,  [48] 

CooBin,  President,  [48] 

Coasin,  Victor,  [48] 

Cowper,  William,  [48] 

Coxe,  John,  [48] 

Coxe,  William,  [48] 

Cracberode,  Clayton  Mordaunt,  [48] 

Cracow,  University  Library  at,  [95] 

Cranmer,  Thomas,  Archbishop  of  Canter- 
bury, [49] 

Cranstoun,  Andrew,  [49] 

Cromwell,  Thomas,  Earl  of  Esiez,  [49] 

Cbema,  Town  Library  of— 

acquires  the  Library  of  John  Solera, 
[192] 

Crestadoro,  A.  (of  Manchester),  notice  of  a 
Catalogue  of  the  Free  Town  Library  of 
Manchester  prepared  by,  95;  exertions 
of,  for  the  improvement  of  that  Library, 
96;  specimen  of  an  Index-Catalogue  of 
the  Hnlme  Branch  Library  prepared  by 
him.  Table  facing  pa^e  193 

Croix  du  Maine,  Francis  Grad^  de  La, 
[101] 

Cronstadt,  in  Transylvania,  Library  of  the 
Gymnasium  of,  [176] 

Croune,  William,  [49] 

Cudworth,  Ralph,  [49] 

Cureton,  William,  [60] 

Curio,  Angustine,  [50] 

Curio,  Cfelius  Secundus,  [50] 

Cusa,  Public  Library  of  the  Hospital  at,  [50] 

Cusa,  Nicholas  de,  Cardinal,  [50] 

Cuspinian,  John,  [50] 

Czartoriski,  Prince  Adam,  [50] 

D. 

Daill^,  Adrian,  [51] 

DaiUe,  John,  [51] 

Dal  berg,  John  von,  Bishop  of  Worms,  [51] 

Dairval,  Charles  Caesar  Baudelot  de,  [16] 

Dalberg,  Charles  von.  Archbishop  of  Ratis- 

bon,  [51] 
Dalrymple,  Alexander,  [51] 
Daniel,  Peter,  [51] 


Daittzic,  Town  Library  of— 

Origin,  Rules,  and  Statistics  of  the. 

Table  facing  page  226 
acquires  the  Zapp  Collection,  [223] 

Dantzic,  ancient  Library  of  the  Church 
of  St.  Mary  at,  [191] 

Danyeks,  South  (in  Massachusetts),  Town 
Library  of — 

is  founded  by  George  Peabody,  807 
its  growth,  ib, 

D'Argenson,  Mark  Anthony  Ren^  Voyer, 
Marquess  of  Paulmy,  [51] 

Darmstadt,  Ducal  Library  of,  [12]  ;  [91] 

D*Aubign^,  Frances,  Marchioness  of  Main- 
tenon,  [114] 

Davy.  D.  E.,  [51] 

Dee,  John,  [52] 

Deichmann,  Charles,  [52] 

Delias,  Christian  Henry,  [52] 

Demidoff,  Count  Paul,  [52] 

Derby,  causes  of  the  failure  of  the  pro- 
posal to  introduce  the  Libraries  Act 
into,  32 

Derby  Museum  at  Liverpool,  116 

Derry,  Clergy  Library  at,  [100] 

Des  Cordes,  John,  [52] 

Devereux,  Robert,  Earl  of  Essex,  [52] 

D'Ewes,  Sir  Symonds,  [53] 

Dezialynski,  Count,  [53] 

Dickens,  Charles,  72 

Diez,  Henry  Frederick  von,  [53] 

Diez  von  Liesberg,  Count  Christian  Ema- 
nuel, [53] 

Dijon,  Town  Library  of— 

receives,  in  1803,  part  of  the  books 
of  the  Town  Library  of  Troyes, 
199 
statistics  of  the,  210 

Dilherr.  J.  M.,  [53] 

Dillenins,  John  James,  [54] 

Dionisi,  Paul,  [54] 

Distelmeyer,  Lambert,  [54] 

Dix,  John  E.,  proposeis  in  1835,  a  system 
of  rate-supported  School-District,  or 
Township,  Libraries,  for  the  State  of 
New  York,  327 
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Ewart,  William,   labours  of,  for  the  pro-   .' 
motion  of  Free  Town  Libraries,  13,  teqq, 

Ewart's  Act  of  1850,  and  the  sabsequent 
Acts  for  its  amendment  and  extension, 
13;  18;  19;  21;  25;  190 

F. 

Fabre.  Francis  Xavier,  [6] ;  [60] ;  [196] ; 
[197] 

Fabricius,  George,  [60] 

Fabri  de  Peiresc,  Nicholas  Claude,  208; 
[146] 

Fabroni,  Angelo,  [60] 

Fabroni,  Cardinal  C.  A.,  [60] 

Faccio  de  Duilier,  Nicholas,  [61] 

Fagel,  Henry,  [61] 

Fairholt,  WiUiam  O.,  [61] 

Falconet,  Camille,  [61] 

Farnese,  Cardinal  Alexander,  [61] 

Faure,  Anthony,  [61] 

Fauris  de  St.  Vincens  bequeaths  his  Li- 
brary to  the  Town  of  Aix,  [61] 

Ferey,  M.,  [62] 

FsBBABA,  Town  Library  of — 

MSS.  and  choice  editions  of  Ariosto 

in  the,  [9] 
bequest  of  Cardinal  Bentivoglio  to 

the,  [18] 
Tasso  MSS.  in  the,  [200] 

Fevre  d'Orraesson  de  Noyseau,  Anne 
Lewis  Francis-de*Paule  Le,  [106] 

Fevret,  Charles,  [62] 

Fevret  de  Fontette,  Charles  Mary,  [62] 

Ficino,  Marsilius,  [62] 

Filelfo,  Francis,  [62] 

Finn  Mag^usson,  [62] 

Firmian,  Count,  [62] 

Fitzalan,  Henry,  Earl  of  Arundel,  [63] 

Fitzwilliam,  William  Wentworth,  Earl  of 
Fitiwilliam,  [63] 

Flaccius,  Matthew,  [63] 

Flamsteed,  John,  [63] 

Flers  (in  the  Department  of  the  Orme), 
Library  at,  [179] 

Fleury,  William  Francis  Joly  de,  [96] 

Florence,  Libraries  at,  [6] ;  [22] ;  [28] ; 


[27];  [29];  [32];  [68];  [62];  [68]; 
[102];  [112];  [113];  [115];  [118]; 
[123];  [138];  [196];  [205];  [210] 

Fontanieu,  G.  M.,  [63] 

Fontanini,  Justus,  Archbishop  of  Ancyra, 
[63] 

Fontette,  Charles  Mary  Fevret  de,  [62] 

ForeU,  Philip  von,  [64] 

FOBLI,  Town  Library  of— 

is  founded  upon  a  bequest  made  by 

Anthony  Albicini,  251 
accessions  to  the,  ib. 
statistics  of  its  extent  and  public 
use,  248 

Forman,  Stephen,  [64] 

Forster,  John  Reinhold,  [64] 

Fort,  John  Giles  Le,  [105] 

Fort,  John  Henry  Le,  [105] 

Forteguevri  Library  at  Pistoia,  [193] 

Fortia  d' Urban,  Marquess,  [64] 

Foscolo,  Hugh,  365 

Fothergill,  Marmaduke,  [64] 

Foucault,  Nicholas,  [64] 

Fuuquet,  Nicholas,  [64] 

Fournier,  James,  [18] 

Foxe,  John,  [65] 

France,  Town,  Communal,  and  Popular 
Libraries  of,  195  ;  210 ;  official  returns 
relating  to  them,  published  between 
1857  and  1859,  200;  204;  207;  209; 
statistics  of  them,  published  in  Didot's 
AnnuairCf  196,  nole ;  establishment  of 
Primary  School  Libraries  in,  as  Public 
Libraries  for  the  inhabitants  of  School- 
Districts  and  of  Communes,  211 ;  other 
Popular  Libraries,  214 ;  debate  in  the 
French  Senate  on  the  selection  of  books 
for  the  Popular  Libraries,  215 

Francis  Mary  II,  Duke  of  Urbino,  founds  a 
Town  Library  at  Castel  Durante  (now 
Urbania),  261 ;  [65]  ;  bequeaths  MSS.  to 
the  Town  of  Urbino,  262 ;  uliimate  fate 
of  his  Collections,  263 

Fban kpobt-on-Mainb,  Town  Library  of— 
is    founded    by    Lewis    von    Mar- 
burg, 2;  236 
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I  mftintennnce,    regulations,    and    public 

g         accessibility,   Table  facing   page    226; 
.  Pbpular  Libraries  of,  238;  239 

Gerhard,  John  E.,  [71] 

Oersdorf,  A.  T.  von,  [71] 

Gerson,  John  Charlier  de,  [41] 

Gessner,   Solomon,  augments    the    Town 
Library  of  Zurich,  2-13 

Gheast,  Edmund,  Bishop  of  Salisburyj  [71] 

Ghent,  Town  Library  of,  265 ;  266 

Ghigi  Library  at  Rome,  [6] 

Ghig^,  Angelo,  bequeaths  a  Library  to  the 
Town  of  Siena,  [72] 

Ghislen  von  Busbcch,  Auger,  [30] 

Gianfilippi,  Marquess  dc  [72] 

Gibbon,  Edward,  [72] 

Gibson,  Edmund,  Bishop  of  London,  [72] 

Gifford,  Andrew,  [72] 

GUbert,  Sir  Humphrey,  [73] 

GUbert,  William,  [73] 

Ging^en^,  Peter  Lewis,  [73] 

Giorgi,  Dominick,  [73] 

Giorgio,  Francis  di,  [73] 

Giovanelli,  Count  B.,  [73] 

Giraud  Soulavie,  John  Lewis,  [193] 

GiBGEiTTi,  Town  Library  of— 

Bequest  of  Andrew  Lncchese  to  the, 

[111] 

Giulandini,  Melchior,  [73] 
Giustiniani,  Bishop  of  Padua,  [73] 
Giustiniani,  Augustus,  Bishop  of  Nebbio, 

[74] 
Giustiniani,  Julius,  [74] 

Giustiniani  Family,  [74] 

Glasgow,  Town  Library  of — 

is    founded    by    Walter    Stirling, 

[195] 

Glasgow,  Library  of  the  Hunterian  Museum 

of,  [92] 
Glasgow,   Library  of   the  XJniyersity  of, 

[26];  [27] 
Glynn,  Henry,  366 
Gnocchi,  — ,  [74] 
Godefroy,  Denis,  [74] 
Godefroy,  Theodore,  [74] 
Godefroy,  James,  [74] 


Godolphin,  Sir  William.  [74] 
QOEBLITZ,  Town  Library  of — 

Origin,  Rules,  and  Statistics,  Tahle 

facing  page  226 
bequest  of  John  George  Milich  to 
the,  [126] 
Goettingen,  University   Library   of,   [9] ; 

[29] 
Goethe,  John  Wolfgang  von,  [74] 
Goeze,  John  M.,  [75] 
Goldast  von  Hemingsfeld,  Melchior,  [75] 
Golius,  James,  [76] 
Gonzaga  Family,  [76] 
Goschitz,  M.  J.,  [76] 
Gough,  Richard,  [76] 
Graetz,   Library   of   the    Johanneum    at, 

[97] 
Grsevius,  John  George,  [77] 
Grandi,  Guy,  [77] 
Granvelle,  Anthony  Perronet  de.  Cardinal, 

[149] 
Gbinthah  (Lincolnshire),  Town  Library 

of,  [136] 
Greaves,  John,  [77] 
Greifswald,  University  Library  of,  [5] 
Grempp,  Lewis,  [77] 
GssiroBLE,  Town  Library  of — 

is  founded  by  a  public  subscription 

of  the  citizens,  204  j 
receives  large  accessions  from   the 
Monastery  of  the  Grande  Char- 
treuse, ih, 
its  average  number  of  readers,  210 
Grenville-Brydges-Chandos,  Richard,  Duke 

of  Buckingham  and  Chandos,  [77] 
Grenville,  Thomais,  [78] 
Grey,  William,  Bishop  of  Ely,  [79] 
Gresham,  Sir  Thomas,  4 
Grimani,  George,  [79] 
Groot,  Hugh  de,  [79] 
Grosse,  Ulrich,  [79] 
Gbosbbnhaik,  Town  Library  of— 

Origin,  Rules,  and  Statistics,  TahU 
facing  page  22,*J 
Gbossbto,  Town  Library  of— 

is  founded  by  Joseph  Chelli,  364 
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.  Hargrave,  Francis,  [83] 

Harless,  Theophilus  Chriatopher,  [83] 

Harley,  Robert,  Earl  of  Oxford,  [83] 

Harley,  Edward,  Earl  of  Oxford,  [83] 

Harris.  William,  [83] 

Harris,  Walter,  [83] 

Harrisburg,  State  Library  of  Pennsylvania 
at,  278 

Harsnet,  Samuel,  Arcbbishop  of  York,  [84] 

Hartley,  Henry  Robinson,  bequest  of,  to 
the  'Town  of  Southampton,  187 ;  terms  of 
his  Will,  and  causes  of  the  litigation  con- 
cerning it,  188;  the  suit  compromised, 
189;  erection  of  a  Town  Museum  and 
Library,  190 ;  the  public  opening  in  1862, 
ib. ;  necessity  of  the  introduction  of  the 
Libraries  Act  in  order  to  the  efficient 
working  of  the  Hartley  Institution,  192 

Harvard  College  (Massachusetts),  Library 
of,  [196] ;  [213] ;  [214]  ;  [217] 

Harvey,  William,  [84] 

Hasenburg,  William  von,  [84] 

HaasensteinLobkowitz,  Bohuslaus  von,  [84] 

Hasted,  Edward,  [84] 

Hatfield  House  (Hertfordshire),  Library  at, 
[38]  ;  [49] ;  [52] ;  [167] 

Hatbb-db-Qbacs,  Town  Library  of,  207; 
208;  210 

Hayne,  Thomas,  [84] 

Heame,  Thomas,  [85] 

Heeren,  Arnold  Herman  Lewis,  [85] 

Heidegger,  John  Conrad,  augments  the 
Town  Library  of  Zurich,  243 

Heidelberg,  University  Library  at,  [15] ; 
[77] ;  [119] 

Heinsius,  Daniel,  [85] 

Heinsius,  Nicholas,  [85] 

Helmstadt,  University  Library  at,  [63] 

Helsingfors,  University  Library  at,  [160] 

Hemingsfeld,  Melchior  Goldast  von,  [75] 

Henderson,  Ebenezer,  [85] 

Hennequin,  James,  founds  the  Town  Li- 
brary of  Troyes,  197 ;  [86] 

Henry,  Robert,  [86] 

Heralds'  College,  in  London,  Library  at 
the,  [199] 


Herberstein,  F.  E.  von,  [86] 

Herbert,  Edward,  Lord  Herbert  of  Cher* 

bury,  [86] 
Hermann,  John  Godfrey  Jacob,  [87] 
Heucher,  John  Henry  von,  [87] 
Heuschreck,  John,  [87] 
HeyUn,  John,  [87] 
Hildesheim,  Conrad  von,  [88] 
Hjelstjeru  Rosenkra,  John,  [88] 
Historical  Society  of  New  York,  Library 

the,  [215] 
Hoare,  Sir  Richard  Colt,  [88] 
Hohendorff,  Baron  Qeorge  William  von, 

[88] 
Hohenlohe   Langenburg,  Lewis  Christian 

Augustine,  Prince  of,  [88] 
Holkham   House    (Norfolk),    Library    at, 

[45];  [180] 
Hollis,  Thomas,  [89] 
Holmes,  Robert,  [89] 
HoLSTEiy,  Town  Library  of— 

acquires  the  Library  of  Adam  Oehl- 
schlager,  [138] 
Holstein,  Luke,  part  of  the  Library  of,  is 

added  to  the  Barberini  Collection  at 

Rome,   [89] ;    and  part  to    the  Town 

Library  of  Hamburgh,  229 
Honywood,  Michael,  [90] 
Hope,  Frederick  William,  [90] 
Horvdth,  Stephen  von,  [91] 
Houghton,    Richard    Monckton    Milues, 

Lord,  93 
Howard,  Thomas,  Earl  of  Arundel,  [91] 
Hozier,  Charles  d',  [91] 
Huepsch,  Baron  von,  [91] 
Huet,  Peter  Daniel,  Bishop  of  Avranches, 

[91] 
Hugh,  Archdeacon  of  Leicester,  [92] 
Hull,  John  Fowler,  [92] 
Hulthem,  Charles  J.  E.  van,  [92] 
Hungarian    National   Museum  at  Pesth, 

Library  of  the,  [199] 
Hunter,  William,  [92] 
Huntington,   Robert,   Bishop  of  Raphoe, 

[93] 
Horaalt,  Philip,  Bishop  of  Chartrei,  [93] 

[16] 
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Kereal  Cell  (near  Manchester),  Library  at, 
[30] 

Kilkenny,  Diocesan  Library  at,  [120] 

King,    William,    Archbishop    of    Dublin, 
[100] 

King's  Inns  at  Dublin,  Library  of  the,  [172] 

Kinsky,  John,  [100] 

Kinsky,  Count,  [100] 

Kirwan,  Richard,  [100] 

Klinger,  Frederick  Maxiinllian  von,  [100] 

Kohl,  J.  P.,  [101] 

KoEKiosBEBa,  Town  Library  of — 

Origin,  Rules,  and  Statistics,  Table 

facing  page  226 
acqnires  the  Library  of  John  Poli- 
ander,  [160] 

Koentgsberg,  University  Library  of,  [20] 

Kolowrat,  Count  Joseph  Krawkowski  von, 
[101] 

Kortuem,  Theodore,  [101] 

Kraffl,  Ulrich,  [101] 

Krawkowski  von  Kolowrat,  Count  Joseph, 
[101] 

Kuenhans,  G.  F.  A.,  [101] 

Kuestner,  Charles  Theodore  von,  [366]. 

Kuhnhoefer,  Conrad,  founds  the  Town  Li- 
brary of  Nuremberg,  2 

L. 

La  Baume  Le  Blanc,  Lewis  Charles  de, 

Duke  of  La  Valli^re,  [101] 
Laborde,  Marquess  Leon  dc,  on  a  proposed 

reorganization  of  the  Public  Libraries  of 

Paris,  217 
La  Br^de,  Montesquieu  Library  at,  [130] 
La  Croix  Du  Maine,  Francis  Qrude,  [101] 
Lagomarsini,  Jerome,  [102] 
Lake,  Arthur,  Bishop  of  Bath  and  Wells, 

[102] 
Lambech,  Peter,  [102] 
Lambertini,  Prosper,  [IS] 
Lambeth  Palace,  Library  at,   [3]  ;   [11] ; 

[13]  ;  [16]  ;  [35] ;  [72]  ;  [105]  ;  [136]  ; 

[186] J  [202] 
Lami,  John  Baptist,  [102] 
Lancelot,  Claude,  [102] 


Lancisi,  John  Mary,  [102] 
Landi,  Marquess  F.,  [103] 
Langford,  J.  A.,  150 
Langermann,  John,  [103] 
Langworthy,  E.  R.,  105 
Laon,  Town  Library  of — 

acquires   part  of  the    Library  of 
John  de  Launoi,  [105] 
Lappenberg,  J.  M.,  230 
La  Rochelle,  Town  Library  of,  207 ;  208 
Larpent,  John,  [103] 
Lascaris,  Constantiue,  [103] 
Lascki,  John,  [lOi] 
Laterrade,  M.,  [104] 
Latham,  John,  [104] 
Latini,  Latinius,  [104] 
Latour  Chatillon   de    Zurlauben,   Beatus 

F.  A.  J.  D.,  [104] 
Lanbach,  Solms  Library  at,  [184] 
Lauban,  Town  Library  of — 

Origin,  Rules,  and  Statistics,  TahU 
facing  page  226 
Laud,  William,  Archbishop  of  Canterbury, 

[105] 
Launoi,  John  de,  [105] 
La  Vallierc,  Lewis  Charles  de  La  Baume 

Le  Blanc,  Duke  of,  [101] 
Lawrence,  Abbott,  makes  a  bequest  for  the 

augmentation  of  the  Free  City  Library 

of  Boston  (Massachusetts),  285 
Lbamingtox,  Town  Library  of — 

Foundation    and   Statistics,    TabU 
facing  page  192 
Leber,  Cliarles,  purchase  of  the  Library  of, 

by  the  City  of  Rouen,  205  ;  [105] 
Le  Caron  Library  at  Beauvais,  [209] 
Le  Due,  N.  Viollet,  [210] 
Le  Fort,  John  Giles,  [105] 
Le  Fort,  John  Henry,  [105] 
Le  Fevre   d'Ormesson  de  Noyseau,  Anne 

Lewis  Francis-de-Paule,  [106] 
Legendre,  Adrian  Mary,  313 
Leibnitz,  George  William  von,  [106] 
Leicebtsb,  Town  liibrary  of — 

Bequest  of  Thomas  Hayno  to  tbe» 
[84] 
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Lobkowitz,  Ferdinand  yon,  [110] 

LoCHBS,  Town  Library  of,  209 

Loevensen,  J.  D.,  beqneatba  a  library  to 
the  Church  of  St.  Giles  at  Hanover, 
[111]  ;  hia  Collection  merges,  eventually, 
into  the  Town  Library  at  Hanover, 
Table  facing  page  226 

Lofttso,  Dominick,  Duke  of  Scrradifalco,  aug- 
ments the  Town  Library  of  Palermo,  250 

Lognn,  James,  plans  a  Free  Town  Library 
for  Philadelphia,  2/3,  3 42  ;  bestows  his 
books  on  the  town  by  deed  of  gift,  but 
dies  before  the  deed  is  perfected,  ib, ; 
foundation  of  the  Library  by  his  repre- 
sentatives, and  incorporation  of  trustees, 
ib,\  its  subsequent  transfer  to  the  Li- 

•    brary  Company  of  Philadelphia,  274 

Logan,  William,  augments  the  Library 
planned  by  James  Logan  for  Philadel- 
phia, 342 

Log^nian  Library,  274 ;  342 

Lomenie  de  Brienne,  Henry  Augustus,  [111] 

Xiondon,  City  of,  failure  of  the  attempt  to 
introduce  the  Libraries  Act  into  the,  and 
its  causes,  184 

London,  Public  and  Proprietary  Libraries 
•t,  [3];  [4];  [6];  [9];  [10];  [11]; 
[12];  [13];  [16];  [19];  [21];  [22]; 
[28]  ;  [29]  ;  [30] ;  [31]  ;  [33]  ;  [35] ; 
[36] ;  [38]  ;  [41] ;  [44]  ;  [45]  ;  [46] ; 
[47] ;  [48]  ;  [49] ;  [60]  ;  [51] ;  [52]  ; 
[53]  ;  [57] ;  [58] ;  [69]  ;  [61]  ;  [69]  ; 
[70];  [72];  [73];  [78];  [79];  [80]; 
[81]  ;  [82] ;  [83] ;  [86]  ;  [91]  ;  [92]  ; 
[93] ;  [95] ;  [96] ;  [97] ;  [98]  ;  [99] ; 
[104];  [105];  [106];  [107];  [109]; 
[110];  [HI];  [112];  [113];  [115]; 
[116];  [119];  [121];  [126];  [127]; 
[128];  [129];  [130];  [131];  [132]; 
[134];  [136];  [138];  [139];  [140]; 
[142];  [145];  [146];  [147];  [151]; 
[152];  [155];  [157];  [163];  [164]; 
[171];  [172];  [173];  [177];  [178]; 
[179];  [182];  [183];  [184];  [185]; 
[186];  [188];  [189];  [191];  [193]; 
[200];    [201];    [202];    [203];    [206]; 


[207];    [210];    [214];   [216];    [217] 
[219];  [221] 
Lorenzo  de'  Medici,  [123] 
Louvain,  University  Library  at,  [21] 
Louvois,  Abb^  de,  [111] 
Lowe,  Sir  Hudson,  [111] 
LuBECE,  Town  Library  of — 

Origin,  Rules,  and  Statistics,  Table 

facing  page  226 
acquires  the  Dreyer  Collection,  [55] 
acquires  the    Scharbaa   Collection, 
[182] 
Lucca,  Library  of  St.  Frediano  at,  [180] 
Lucchese,  Andrew,  [111] 
Lucerne,  Cantonal  Library  of,  [12] 
LucEBA,  Town  Library  of,  [173] 
Lullin,  Ami,  [111] 

Lumley,  John  de.  Lord  Lumley,  [112] 
LUNEBFBGH,  Town  Library  of— 

Origin,  Rules,  and  Statistics,  Table 
facing  page  226 
Luther,  Martin,  [112] 
Lyons,  Town  Library  of — 

Foundation,  and  subsequent  neglect 

and  losses,  196 
its  restoration  under  Napoleon,  ib, 
statistics  of  its  extent  and  public 

use,  204;  210 
Adamoli's  bequest  to  it,  [4] 
and  that  of  Coste,  [47] 
and  that  of  Archbishop  de  Neuville, 
[186] 
Lysons,  Daniel,  [112] 
Lyttleton.  Charles,  [112] 
Lytton,  Edward  Q.  £.  L.   Bulwcr,  Lord 
Lytton,  73 


M. 


Maosbata,  Town  Library  of — 

Bequest  of  Mozzi  to  the,  [133] 
Machiavelli,  Nicholas,  [112] 
Mackenzie,  Sir  George,  [113] 
Macluro,  William,  [113] 
Macmullen,  J.  (of  New  York),  273 
Madox,  Thomas  [113] 
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Manni,  Anthony  Maxy,  [115] 

Manael,  William  Lort,  [115] 

Mansell,  Thomas,  Lord  Mansell  of  Margaro, 
[116] 

Mantua,  Town  Library  of— 

Bequest  of  Xavier  Bettinelli  to  the, 
[21] 

Mantua,  Gonzaga  MSS.  in  the  Record 
Office  at,  [76J 

Mapletoft,  Robert,  [116] 

Marburg,  Lewis  von,  founds  the  Town  Li- 
brary of  Frankfort-on-Mainc,  2;  and 
Table  facing  page  226 

Marchand,  Prosper,  [116] 

Mari,  Augustine  Mary  di.  Bishop  of  Sa- 
Tona,  founds  the  Town  Library  of  Sa- 
vona,  261 

Marischal  College  at  Aberdeen,  Library  of 
the,  [109] ;  [168] 

Maros-Vasarhely,  Public  Library  at,  [201] 

Marsand,  Anthony,  [116] 

Marsden,  William,  [116] 

Marsh,  George  P.,  [116] 

Marsh,  Narcissus,  Archbishop  of  Dublin, 
[116]  ;  Library  of,  [195] 

Marshall,  Thomas,  [117] 

Marsigli,  Lewis  Ferdinand,  [117] 

MaroUes,  Michael  de,  [117] 

Martin,  Francis,  [118] 

Martyn,  John,  [118] 

Martyn,  Peter,  [118] 

Marucelli,  Francis,  [118] 

Marucellian  Library  at  Florence,  [102]; 
[112] 

Masini,  Nicholas,  augments  the  Malatesta 
Town  Library  at  Cescna,  259 

Mason,  Henry,  [118] 

Mason,  Robert,  [118] 

Massachusetts,  State  of,  legislation  on 
behalf  of  Township  nnd  School- District 
Libraries  of  the,  302 ;  and  on  behalf  of 
the  City  Library  of  Boston,  281 ;  and 
for  the  erection  of  Free  Town  Libraries, 
generally,  303 

Massillon,  John  Baptist,  [119] 

Massimi,  Camillo  de*,  [119] 


Mather,  Increase,  [119] 

Mather,  Cotton,  [119] 

Matthew,  Bishop  of  Worms,  [119] 

Matthew,  Tobias,    Archbishop    of   York, 

[119] 

Maurice,  Edward,  Bishop  of  Ossory,  [120] 

Mayerne,  Sir  Theodore  Tnrquet  de,  [120] 

Mazaug^es,  M.  de,  [120] 

Mazerot,  Mark  Anthony,  [120] 

Mazarine  Library  at  Paris,197;  [52] ;  [121] 

Mazzarini,  Julius,  Duke  of  Nivemois,  and 
Cardinal,  [197];  [121] 

Mechlin,  Town  Library  of,  266 

Medici,  Lorenzo  de*,  [123] 

Medici,  Catherine  de',  [37] 

Medici  Family,  [123] 

Medici,  Michael,  augments  the  Town  Li- 
brary of  Bologna,  269 

Meerman,  Gerard,  [123] 

Meerman,  John,  [123] 

Mejan,  Count,  [123] 

Mejanes,  John  Baptist  Piquet,  Marquess  of, 
[154] 

Melanchthon,  Philip,  [123] 

Memminobn,  Town  Library  of— 

Bequest  of  Peter  Mitte  von  Capra- 
riis  to  the,  [128] 

Menage,  Giles,  [12-4] 

Menciforte,  Nicholas,  [124] 

Mendham,  Joseph,  [124] 

Mentel,  James,  [125] 

Mentz,   Town   Library  of.  Table  facing 
page  226 

Mesmes,  John  de,  [125] 

MsssnrA,  Town  Library  of— 

Bequest  of  Constantine  Lascaris  to 
the,  [103] 

Metastasio,  Peter,  [125] 

Metz,  Town  Library  of — 
Statistics  of  the,  210 
acquires   part    of   the   Library  of 
David  Ancillon,  [7] 

Meusebach,  Charles  Hartwig  Greg^y  von, 
character  of  the  remarkable  Library 
formed  by,  [367] ;  its  acquisition  for  the 
Royal  Library  of  Berlin,  [368] 
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Mallins,  J.  D.,  on  the  character  of  popular 
reading  in  the  Free  Libraries  of  Birming- 
ham, 145 

Mund,  George,  [138] 

Municipal  Corporations  and  Parish  Vestries, 
in  their  connection  with  the  working  of 
the  British  Ijibrarics  Acts,  22 

Monster,  Chapter  Library  at,  [30] 

Muret,  Mark  Anthony,  [133] 

Mnrhard,  Charles,  and  Frederick,  found  a 
Town  Library  for  Cassel,  Table  facing 
page  227 

Murray,  Joseph,  [134] 

Musgrave,  Sir  WUliain,  [134] 


N. 


Namub,  Town  Library  of,  266 
Nancy,  Town  Library  of— 
Statistics  of  the,  210 
MS8.  of  King  Stanislaus  of  Poland 
preserved  in  the,  [195] 
Nani,  John  Baptist,  [134] 
Naiytbs,  Town  Library  of,  210 
Naktua,  Town  Library  of,  209 
Naples,  Libraries  at,  [27]  ;  [186] 
Napoleon    I,     Emperor    of   the    French, 

[134] 
Napoli,    Frederick,    Prince  of  Vesultana, 
augments  the  Town  Library  of  Palermo, 
250 
Nabni,  Town  Library  of,  260 
Natoli's  report  on  the  Public  Libraries  of 

the  Kingdom  of  lUly,  245 ;  246,  note 
Naude.  Gabriel,  [135] 
Naumbubo,  Town  Library  of — 

is  founded  by   the  bequest  of  the 
Library  of  Bishop  Julius  Pflug, 
[152] 
Naumburg-Zeitz  Library,  at  Zeitz,  [168] 
Neczeticz,  A.  von,  [135] 
Ncgrisoli,  Julius  Ceesar,  [135] 
Neidhart,   or    Neithard,   Henry    von,  2; 
[135] 


Nbupchatrau,  Town  Library  of,  210 
Nkupchatbl,  Town  Library  of— 

Correspondence  and  MSS.  of  Rous- 
seau  in  the,  [176] 
Neuhaus,  J.  W.,  [135] 
Neumann,  — ,  [135] 
Neuville,  Camille  de.  Archbishop  of  Lyons, 

[136] 
Nevill,  ITiomas,  [136] 
Nbw  Bedfobd  (Massachusetts),  Town  Li- 
brary  of — 

is  founded  under  the  Massachusetts 

Libraries  Act  of  1851,  304 
purchase  of  a  Proprietary  Library 

for,  ib, 
subsequent    growth   and  issues  of 

books,  305 
cost  of   the   Library,  and   annual 
expenditure,  806 
New  Brunswick  adopts,  with  »  modifica- 
tion, the  Township  Free  Library  system 
originated  in  Upper  Canada,  351 
Nbwbubyfobt  (Massachusetts),  Town  Li- 
brary of — 

Foundation  and  extent,  306 
benefactions  to  the,  ib, 
Newcastle-on-Tyne,  Parochial   Library  of, 
is  founded  by  a  bequest  of  Dr.  Tomlin- 
son,  [205] 
Newcome,  William,  Archbishop  of  Armagh, 

[186] 
Newcome,  Mr.,  [136] 
New  Hampshire,  State  Library  of,  277 
Newhaven  (Connecticut),  Library  of  Yale 

College  at,  [19] 
Newton,  Sir  Isaac,  [136] 
Nbw  Yobk,  City  of,  foundation  of  the  first 
Town  Library  of,  271 
its    augmentation  and  subsequent 

neglect,  272;   [127] 
is    converted    into    a    Proprietary 
Library,  273 
New  York,  Society  Library  at,  278 ;  [127] ; 

[220] 
New  York,  State  of,    legislation  for  the 
creation  of  School-District  Libraries  of 
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Orsini,  Pulvio,  [140] 

Orsini,  Fabricius  Rilli,  [171] 

OrviUe,  James  Philip  d',  [140] 

OsiMO,  Town  Library  of,  260 

Oflorio,  Jerome,  Bishop  of  Sylva,  [140] 

Onat,  Arnold  d',  Cardinal,  [140] 

©.-•iiolinski,  — ,  [140] 

Ottoboni,  Peter,  [141] 

Ottoboni  Family,  [141] 

Otway,  Thomas,  Bishop  of  Oatory,  [141] 

OUDENABDS,  Town  Library  of,  266 ;  268 

Oughtred,  William,  [141] 

Ouseley,  Sir  Gore,  [141] 

Ouseley,  Sir  William,  [141] 

Oxford,  Town  Library  of — 

Foundation  and  Statistics,  174;  and 
Table  facing  page  192 

Oxford,  Library  of  the  University  of  [see 
under  *  Bodlby's  Library '] 

Oxford,  Collegiate  Libraries  of,  [5] ;  [8] 
[27];  [43];  [44];  [57];  [74];  [79] 
[86];  [94];  [95];  [96];  [102];  [105] 
[115];  [118];  [136];  [145];  [166] 
[167];  [178];  [180];  [207];  [212]; 
[213];  [215];  [217];  [218];  [219] 

Oxford,  Library  of  the  Botanic  Museum  at, 
[54];  [190] 

Oxford,   Library  of  the  Natural  History 
Museum  at,  [90] 


P. 


Paciaudi,  Paul  Mary,  [141] 

Packer,  — ,  [142] 

Padua,  St.  John's  Library  at,  [109] 

PaesieUo,  — ,  [142] 

Palagi,  Pelagio,  augments  tbe  Town  Li- 
brary of  Bologna,  249 

Paleotti,  Gabriel.  Cardinal,  [142] 

Palliser,  William,  Archbishop  of  Cashel, 
[142] 

Palmer,  Thomas,  [142] 

Panvini,  Onufrius,  [142] 

Panzer,  George  Wolfgang,  [142] 

Paravia,  Peter  Alexander,  [142] 


Pabis,  City  Library  of,  217 

Becent   foundation   of  Arrondisfle* 
ment  or  District  Libraries,  219 

Paris,  Public  Libmries  of,  Ijeon  de  Lftborde 
on  the  need  of  re-organizing  and  classi- 
fying tbe,  217 ;  notices  of  Collections 
which  have,  at  various  periods,  been  in- 
corporated into  Public  or  Proprietary 
Libraries  at,  [6]  ;  [13] ;  [14]  ;  [16] ; 
[21];  [22];  [24];  [26];  [28];  [81]; 
[32];  [86]  ;  [38]  ;  [43]  ;  [44]  ;  [45] ; 
[47];  [48];  [52];  [55];  [66];  [61]; 
[62] ;  [63] ;  [64]  ;  [67] ;  [68] ;  [69]  ; 
[74];  [79];  [91];  [93];  [94];  [96]  j 
[97];  [101];  [102];  [104];  [108]; 
[110];  [111];  [116];  [117];  [121]; 
[124];  [125];  [126];  [127];  [129] | 
[130];  [131];  [133];  [134];  [186], 
[137];  [140];  [14<5];  [157];  [168]; 
[171];  [172];  [173];  [176];  [178]; 
[180];  [187];  [196];  [198];  [202]; 
[204];  [206];  [209];  [210];  [212]; 
[214] 

Paris,  transfer,  in  1803,  to,  of  part  of  tho 
books  of  the  Town  Library  of  Troyei^ 
199 

Parisio,  John  Paul,  [143] 

Parker,  Henry,  [144] 

Parker,  Matthew,  Archbishop  of  Canter- 
bury, [143] 

Parker,  Thomas,  Earl  of  Macdesfield, 
[143] 

Parker,  Theodore,  bequeaths  his  Library 
to  the  City  of  Boston,  286;  367 

Parma,  National  Library  of,  [176]  ;  [191] 

Parsons,  Robert,  [144] 

Pasqnali,  Peter  Paul,  augments  the  Towa 
Library  of  Forli,  251 

Passerini,  Peter  Francis,  bequeaths  to  a 
College  at  Piacenza  a  Collection  of  books, 
which  becomes,  eventually,  the  founda- 
tion of  a  Town  Library,  253;  367; 
[144] 

Passionei,  Dominick,  Cardinal,  [144] 

Paston  Family,  [145] 

Patent    Office  (Great   Seal)    in  London, 
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Pinelli,  John  Vincent,  [154] 
i    Piquet,  John  Baptist,  Marquess  of  M^janes, 

[154] 
,     Pirckheimer,  Willibald,  [155] 
«    Pisa,  Libraries  at,  [5] 

PiSTOiA,  Town  Library  of— 

MSS.  of  Canon  Sozzomeno  in  the, 
[193] 

Pithou,  Peter,  [156] 

Pitt,  G.  F.,  bequest  of  a  Tovjrn  Library  to 
Southampton  by,  187 ;  370 ;  [156] 

Pius  II,  Pope,  [156] ;  [175] 

Placcius,  Vincent,  [157] 

Phicentia,  tee  Piacenza 

Place,  Francis,  [157] 

Plukenet,  Leonard,  [157] 

Plumer,  Thomas,  [157] 

Plumier,  Charles,  [157] 

Pococke,  Edward,  [158] 

Podiani,  Prosper,  gives  a  Library  to  the 
Town  of  Perugia,  [158] ;  revokes  the 
gifk,  and  makes  conflicting  bequests  of  it, 
[159] 

PoeUtz,  Lewis  H.  E.,  [160] 

Pogodin,  — ,  [160] 

Pohto,  Matthew,  [160] 

PoiTiKfts,  Town  Library  of,  207 

Poliander,  John,  [160] 

Ponce  de  Leon,  Peter,  Bishop  of  Piacenza, 
[160] 

Ponickau,  John  Augustus  von,  [161] 

Pont  de  Vaux,  Town  Library  of,  209 

Pope,  Alexander,  [163] 

POPPI,  Town  Library  of,  [171] 

PoBBENTZUT,  Towu  Library  of,  241 

Porson,  Richard,  [163] 

Pory,  John,  [163] 

Posen,  Raczynski  Public  Library  at, 
[166] 

Potsdam,  Popular  Libraries  of,  238 

Potter,  Sir  John,  founds  the  Free  Town 
Libraries  of  Manchester,  62 ;  his  parlia- 
mentary and  other  public  services,  63 

Praet,  J.  B.  B.  van,  [209] 

pRATO,  Town  or  Boncioni  Library  at, 
[174] 


Prato,  Foundation  of  the  Popular  Lending 
Library  of,  263 ;  rapid  spread  of  the 
example  throughout  Italy,  265 

Pbbsbubgh,  Appony  Public  Library  of 
the  Town  of,  [8] 

Prescott,  William  Hickling,  [164] 

Prescott,  WiUiam,  [164] 

Pbeston,  Town  Library  of— 

is  founded  by  a  bequest  of  Richard 
•   Shepherd,  [189] 

Preston,  Samuel,  [164] 

Prideaux,  Humphrey,  [164] 

Priestley,  Joseph,  and  the  Birmingham 
Library  of  1779, 151 

Prince,  Thomas,  bequeaths  to  trustees  a 
Collection  of  books  for  public  use  in 
Boston  (Massachusetts),  286;  870 

Protzer,  John,  [164] 

Prousteau,  William,  [164] 

Providence,  Rhode  Island,  Library  at« 
[171] 

Pnisaye,  Count  Joseph  de,  [164] 

Pulkowa,  Library  of  the  Rusnan  Observa- 
tory at,  [99] 

Q. 

Quatrem^re,  Stephen,  [165] 
Qu^rard,  John  Mary,  [165] 
Querini,  Cardinal  Angelo  Mary,  [165] 
Quin,  Henry  John,  [165] 


R. 


Rabutin,  Mary  de.  Marchioness  of  Sevign^, 
[166] 

Racine,  John,  [166] 

Raczynski,  Count  E.,  [166] 

Radzivil  FamUy,  [166] 

Rainolds,  John,  [166] 

Rainsford,  General  Charles,  [166] 

Ralegh,  Sir  Walter,  [40] ;  [140] ;  [167] 

Rambach,  J.  A.,  makes  an  extensive  Collec- 
tion in  German  hymnology,  which  is 
added  to  the  Town  Library  of  Ham- 
burgh, 230 
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[166];    [165];    [173];    [179];   [191]; 
[196]  ;  [200] 

Boncioni,  Mark,  [174] 

Bosenkra,  John  Hjelstjem,  [88] 

Kosenmneller,  E.  F.  C,  [174] 

Rosewell,  John,  [174] 

EoBner,  J.  G.  A.,  [174] 

Bossetti,  Dominick  de,  [174] 

Bo88i,  William  de,  [176] 

Rossi,  Canon  (of  Treviso),  [175] 
^     BoBtgaard,  Frederick,  [175] 

Bofltock,  University  Library  at,  [207] 

Both,  Paul,  [175] 

Both,  Stephen,  [175] 

Bothelin,  Charles  d'Orleaus  de,  [139]' 

BousK,  Town  Library  of— 

Notice  of  the  history  of  the,  204 
beqnest  of  Coquebert  de  Montbret 

to  the,  205 ;  [46] 
acquires,  by  purchase,  the  Library 

of  Charles  Leber,  205;  [105] 
statistics  of  its  use  by  the  public^ 
210 

Bouen,  Cathedral  Library  at,  [190] 

Bouland,  M.,  establishes  in  France  a  new 
system  of  Primary-School  and  Com- 
munal Libraries,  213 ;  its  gprowth  and 
results,  ib, 

Bousseau,  John  James,  [176] 

Badolstadt,  Schwarzburg-Budolstadt  Li- 
brary at,  [184] 

Buhnken,  David,  [177] 

Bulant,  —  Schroeder,  [184] 

Bumiantsov,  Count  Nicholas,  [177] 

Busca,  John  Baptist,  [177] 

Bnsconi,  Peter  Martyr,  founds  a  Town 
Library  at  Sondrio,  261 ;  [177] 

Byerson,  Egerton,  plans  a  system  of  Free 
Township  and  School-District  Libraries 
for  Upper  Canada,  344;  his  report  to 
the  Governor-General  on  that  subject, 
345 ;  procures  the  passing  of  the  School 
and  Library  Act  of  1850,  347 ;  his  ar- 
rangements for  the  supply  of  books  to 
the  Township  Libraries,  348;  and  for 
procuring  local  assessments  for  their  sup- 


port, 349 ;  extracts  from  his  reports  on 
the  prog^ress  and  results  of  the  Canadian 
Free  Libraries,  352,  »eqq. 
Bymer,  Thomas,  [177] 

S. 

Sadler,  Sir  Ralph,  [177] 

Safiirik,  Paul  Joseph,  [177] 

Saibante,  John,  [178] 

Saint  Amand,  James,  [178] 

Saint  Bavon  de  Montesquieu,  Charles  de, 

[130] 
Saint- Daitiel  (in  the  Friuli),  Town  LU 
brary  of — 

Foundation  of  the,  3 
acquires,  by  bequest,  the  Library  of 
Archbishop  Fontanini,  [63] 
Saintbb,  Town  Library  of,  207 
Saint  Etiennb,  Town  Library  of,  210 
Saint   Etienne    Popular     Libraries,   214; 
notice  of  a  reoent  debate  in  the  French 
Senate  on   the  selection  of  books  for 
them,  215 
Saint  Gau.,  Town  Library  of,  [216] 
Saint  Genis  Family,  [178] 
Saint  George,  Sir  Richard,  [178] 
Saint  John,  Oliver,  [178] 
Saint  Palaye,  John  Baptist  de  La  Cume 

de,  [178] 
Saint    Petersburgh,  Libraries    at,    [26]; 
[50];  [53];  [54];    [59];    [94];   [95]; 
[166] ;  [205]  ;  [211]  ;  [222] 
Saint  Simon,  Claud  Henry  de,  [179] 
Saint  Vincens,  John  Francis  Fauris  de,[l79] 
Salamanca,  University  Library  at,  [138] 
SALE3C  (Massachusetts),  Town  Library  of, 

[100] 
Salfobd,  Free  Town  Library  of — 

The  founder  and  his  public  career, 

104 
formation  of  the  Library,  in  con- 
nection  with  a  Museum,   under 
the  Act  of  1845,  106 
its  growth  and  useful  results,  107; 
and  Table  facing  page  192 
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Salisbury,  Cathedral  Librafy  at,  [213] 

Samljucus,  John,  [179] 

Sancbez,  Boderick,    Bishop    of   Palencia, 

[179] 
Saocroll,  WiUiain,  Archbishop  of  Cantcr- 

burj,  [179] 
Sandei,  Felino,  An-hbiihop  of  Lacca,  [180] 
Sandfotd,  Joseph,  [180] 
Sarpi,  Paul,  [180] 
Sara™!.  Loo  von,  [180] 
SiBSEociuiHEs,  Tovn  Library  of,  210 
Sautereau,  M.,  [180] 
Savary  de  Breves,  Fraacis,  [160] 
Savile,  Sir  Henry,  [181] 
Savioli,  Connt,  [181] 
SivOKA,  Town  Library  of — 
Foandatioa  of  the,  2G1 
sUtiBticB,  260 
Savona,  Rooea  Library  at,  [173] 
Savoy,  Dukes  of,  [181] 
Snwyer,  Matthev  Plant,  helps  to  found  the 

Town  Library  of  Newburyport  in  Massa- 

chusetts,  306 
Sajers,  Frank,  [181] 
Scaliger,  Joseph  Justus,  [162] 
Scaveiiius,  Peter,  [182] 
Schad,  E.,  [182] 
ScnAPFRiuaKK,  Town  Library  of,  [133] 

Scbnrbau.  Henry,  [182] 

Schedcl,  Henry.  [183] 

Scheres-Zieritz,  Jutm  Christian  von,  [183] 

Scbiavo,  Uicliael,  Bishop  of  Mazara,  ang- 

menta  the   Town   Library  of  Palermo, 

250 
Sclilller  Collcclion  at  Hamburgh,  230 
Sc'hin.lcl,  C.  W.  O,  A.  vun,  [183] 
Sehlegel,  Augustus  William  von,  [183] 
Schmid,  B.,  [183] 
Si'liinidt,  It.  J.  F..  [183] 
Mchniirrer,  Cbri^liiiu  vou,  [184] 
Si'lioenbrnn..,  Scliindel  Library  at,  [183] 
Schocptlein,  John  Daniel,  [181] 
Schomberg  Fuiuily,  [182] 
Schrocckli,  Luke,  [ISl] 
Nclirowler-Kulaiit,  — ,  [181] 
Xohnet;-,  J.  J„  [181] 


Schulenbnrg,  Connt  A.  C.  F,  va 
Sohulti,  Poter,  [181] 
SrhnlU,  Chryustom.  [161] 
Schwunburg-KudoUtadt,  J  obi 

Prince  of,  [181] 
Scott,  Thomaa,  Archbiahop  of  1 
Sodtt,  Sir  Walttr,  ri8&] 
Scott,  James.  [186] 
SiL'ripandi,  Jerome,  [186] 
Si'uUetiu,  Peter,  [181] 
Sohiseh,  Albert  von,  [186] 
Seeker.  Thotuas,  Archbishop  of 

[186] 
Scguier,  Peter,  [186] 
Selden,  John,  [180] 
Sellius,  Thomas,  Musical  Colled 

by,  are  added  to  the  Town 

Hamburg-h,  229 
Selvatico,  Bartholomew.  [187] 
Senckenberg,  John  Christian,  [ 
Senckenberg,  Etcnatus  Charlea 
Senigailia,  Town  Library  of,  2t 
SerLUy,  M,  [187] 
Sertorio,  Autbony,  [188] 
Sertorio,  Peter  Anthony,  [188; 
Sbtille,  Town,  or  Columbian, 

[«] 

Seville.  St.  Jamed*  Library  at, 
Seville,  Cathedral  Library  at,  [ 
Seymour,  Edward,  Duke  of  S 

[188] 
Seymour,   Frances,  Duchen  c 

[188] 
Seyssel,  ClaQde  de,  Archbiaho 

[188] 
SlialLt'S|>earc  Collection  at  Birnv 
Sharp,  Jobn.  b«|ueath*  a  l.il 

City  of  New  York,  an 
Sbnrpo,    John.    Arvhbishop   of 


VHthS 


wbii'h   i 


sened  for  public  use  (imdtT 
Natlianiol  Crewe.  Ilisbop  of 
Bamlmrgb  CBBtl.%  [1S3] 
Sharpe,  Orauville.  [189] 
Sharp,'.  TlioniiiB,  [189] 
SliC(.-p»haufc«,  John,  [I8!tj 
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Shsffhid,  Town  Library  of — 

iB  founded  under  the  Libraries  Act, 

127 
its  growth  and  progress,  128 
comparative  statistics  of  its  public 
use   in   earlier  and   later  years, 
128;  132;  133;  136 
classification  of  its  aggrregate   is- 
sues, 135 
expenditure  of,  138 
present  statistics  of.    Table  facing 
page  192 
Sheldon,   Gilbert,  Archbishop  of  Canter- 
bury, [189] 
Sheldon,  Ralph,  [189] 
Shepherd,  Richard,  [189] 
Sherapd,  WiUiam,  [190] 
Sherlock,  Thomas,  Bishop  of  London,  [190] 
Shirburn  Castle  (Oxfordshire),  Library  at, 
[63]  ;  [64] ;  [96]  ;  [132]  ;  [136] ;  [143] 
Shrewsbury,  Library  at,  [201] 
Sibbald,  Sir  Robert,  [190] 
Sibthorp,  John,  [190] 
SiSKA,  Town  Library  of— 

is  founded  upon  a  Collection  first 
g^ven  to  the  University  of  Siena, 
[13];  251 
its  subsequent  prog^ress,  252 
statistics  of  extent  and  public  use, 

248 
Azzoni  Collection  in  the,  [10] 
letters  of  Metastasio  in  the,  [125] 
acquires    the    Library    of   Angelo 

Ghigi,  [72] 
and  the  autograph  MSS.  of  Francis 
di  Giorgi,  [73] 
Simler,  John  Jacob,  Historical  Collections 

of,  in  the  Town  Library  of  Zurich,  244 
Simon,  J.  G.,  [190] 
Simon,  Richard,  [190] 
Sion  College  in  London,  Library  of,  [221] 
Sin,  Victor.  [191] 

Sirleto,  William,  Bishop  of  Squilkd,  [191] 
Sloane,  Sir  Hans,  [191] 
Slommow,  Andrew  von,  [191] 
Smith,  Joseph,  [191] 


Smith,  Sir  Thomas,  [191] 

Smith,  William,  [192] 

Smith,  William,  D.D.,  [192] 

Sobieski,  John,  King  of  Poland,  [95] 

Solera,  John,  [192] 

Solger,  Rudolph.  [192] 

Solms  Library  at  Laubach,  [184] 

Somers,  John,  Lord  Somers,  [192] 

Somner,  William,  [192] 

SoKDKio,  Town  Library  of— 

is  founded  by  P.  M.  Rusconi,  261 ; 

[177] 
statistics  of  the,  260 

Soulavie,  John  Lewis  Giraud,  [193] 

Southampton,  Town  Library  of^ 

Bequest  of  a  Collection  ('4000' 
volumes,  not  *  14,000,'  as  printed) 
to  Southampton,  by  G.  F.  Pitt, 
[156] 

Southampton,  Hartley  Institute  at,  and 
its  Library,  187;  192 

Sozzomeno,  Canon,  of  Pistoia,  [193] 

Spallanzani,  Lazarus,  [193] 

Spanheim,  Ezekiel,  [193] 

Sparvenfeldt,  J.  G.,  [193] 

Speciale,  Gregory,  acquisition  of  the  Li- 
brary of,  as  a  foundation  for  the  Town 
Library  of  Nicoma,  260 

Spelman,  Sir  Henry,  [193] 

Spencer  Family,  [194] 

Sperelli,  Alexander,  Bishop  of  Gubbio, 
founds  a  Public  Library  at  Gubbio, 
[194] 

Spittler,  L.  T.,  [194] 

Squarzi,  Luke,  augments  the  Town  Library 
of  Bologna,  249 

Stanislaus  I,  King  of  Poland,  [194] 

Stanley,  Edward,  Earl  uf  Derby,  bequeaths 
a  Museum  of  Natural  History  to  Liver- 
pool, 116 

Stanley  (of  Alderle.v),  Lord,  57 

Starkey,  Ralph,  [194] 

Staunton,  Sir  George  Leonard,  370 

Steame,  Joseph,  Bi^hnp  of  Dromore,  [195] 

Stepney,  George,  [195] 

Sternberg,  Count  Caspar  von,  [195] 

[17] 
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still  in  gfleet,  Edwnrd.  Bishop  of  Worceiter, 

[196] 
Stirling,   Walti-r,  beqoeatbs  a  Ltbrarf  to 

the  Town  of  Glasgow,  [195] 
Stolherg,  Louisa  de,  ConDteaa  of  Albanj-, 

[195] 
Story,  Joieph,  [196] 
StOBch,  Rnron  Philip  roD,  [ltl6] 
Stowe.  John.  [196] 
STBiflflUEQll,  Town  Library  of— 

Founilntion  and  increase  of  the,  201 

statistics  of  the,  210 

contains  the  Literary  Collections  of 

Gciler  voo  Kaysersberg,  [70] 
acquires     the     Ijihrary    of    J.    D. 
Schoepflein,  [184] 
Strobe],  — ,  [196] 
Stroubridge,  Gardiner,  [196] 
Stroizi  Family,  [196] 
Strjpe,  Jobn,  [197] 
Stuart  Family,  [197] 

Subscription  Libraries,  union  of,  with  Free 
Town    Libraries,  68;   162;  168;   Table 
facing  page  Zi/S;  273;  274 
Suhm,  Count  Peter,  [198] 
Sully,   Haximiliau  de  Bethune,  Duke  of, 

[198] 
Sntberlaud,  Alexander  Hendnu,  [199] 
Swieten,  Gerard  van,  [193] 
Swieten,  Godfrey  van,  [199] 
Switzerland,  Town  Libraries  of,  2-10 
Siech^nji,  Count  Francis,  [199] 
Siek.  Samuel  Teleki  it,  [201] 

T. 

Tnlliot  Family.  [199] 

Tanner,    Thomas,    Itishop   of    St.    Awiph, 

(.2<X1J 
TasB,^  Torqnnto,  [200] 
Tatliim.  Jli-nry,  [ani] 
Tnylor.  John.  LL.l).,  [201] 
Teleki,  Count  Joscpli,  [201] 
Ti'lfki  lie  Sick.  Count  Samuel,  [201] 
Tuniton,  Thiinms,  Arclilnshop  of  Can 
bury,  1 202  I 


TiTriesi,  Francis,  [2021 
IVrsau,  Charlss  Philip  Cntupio 
■rhaekemy,  W.  JJ.,  72 
Therenot,  Nicholas  Melchiaedl 
TliGjer,  Cbarlea.  [203] 
Ttivyer,  John,  [803] 
Tliomas,  Hugh,  [203] 
TLomawn,  Geor^,  203 
TiioNHE,  Town  Library  of,  241 
Tharkelin,  OriiD  Jonson.  [203] 
Tliott,  Count  Otlio  de.  [204] 
Thouret,  William  Francis  Antl 
Thurloe,  John,  [204] 
Ticknor,  George,  angmenta  tht 

Library  of  Boston,  Massachi 

370 
Tiellaniit,  Baron  Westreenen  4 
Tiellandt  Museum  at  the  Ha^ 
TiUemont,  Sebastian  Le  Xain  d 
Timboscbi.  Jerome,  [204] 
Tischendorf,  Frederick  ConstaD 
Toland,  John,  [205] 
Tomlinaon,  Dr.,  [205] 
Tonstal,  Cuthbert,  Bishop  of  Doi 
Torini,  Jerome,  [205] 
Torricelli,  Evangelista.  [205] 
TOUL,  Town  Library  of,  210 
TOiTLOCrSB.  Town  Library  of,  2( 
TocBNiT,  Town  Library  of.  26" 
Tanmefort,  Joseph  PitCon  de,  [ 
Toarnon,  Andrew,  [206] 
Toumon,  Francis,  [206] 
Tbent.  Town  Library  of,  [73] 
TbKTBB,  Town  Library  of^ 

Origin.  Ttules,  and  Statii 
Tallef.,ci«gpag,22<i 
Thbviso,  To«u  Lilirnry  ,.r— 
Itocehi'h  iK'qncflt  to  liie. 


^3  llic  I.iU'ra 


t  Co 


Mdrii,     H> 


Tri'W,  Cl.ri.tiiplicr  Jacul-.  371 
Tricbct  Du  Frcsne.  Itsphacl.  [•!• 
Ttoll,  l.'iio  dc.  Archbii-hop  of  V^ 
Tri.n,-hpt.  FrHncis  Denis.  ,206] 
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Tbotbb,  Town  Library  of— 

is  founded  by   James   Hennequin, 

197;  [86] 
receives   large  accessions  from  the 
Libraries  of  dissolved   Monaste- 
ries, 198 
acquires  part  of  the  MS.  Collections 
of   the    President    de    Boohier, 
[26] 
MSS.  of  Pithou  in  the,  [156] 
and  of  John  Racine,  [166] 
loses  part  of  its  books  by  transfers 
to  Paris,  Montpellier,  and  Dijon, 
190 
statistics  of  extent  and  pnblic  nse, 
204;  210 
Tubingen,  Libraries  at,  [77] ;  [81] ;  [169] ; 

[182];  [194] 
Turner,  Samuel,  [206] 
Turner,  WiUiam,  [206] 
Turquet  de  Mayerne,  Sir  Theodore,  [120] 
Twyne,  Bryan,  [207] 
Tivyne,  John,  [207] 
Tychsen,  Olaus  Gerard,  [207] 
Tyrawley,  Peter,  [207] 
Tyrwhitt,  Thomas,  [207] 
Tyrrel,  Thomas,  [153] 
Tzerstede,  Conrad  von,  founds  a  Town  Li- 
brary  at   Hanover,    Table  facing  fage 
226 


IT. 

Ubaldini,  Count  Bernard,  bequeaths  his 

Literary  Collections  to  Urbania,  263 
Uffenbach,  Zachary  Conrad  von,  [207] 
Ulm,  Town  Library  of — 

is  founded  by  Henry  Neidhart,  2 ; 

[135] 
and  augmented  by  Ulrich  Krafft, 
[101] 
Ulrich,  John,  founds  the  Town  Library  of 

Zurich,  243 
Urban  IV,  Pope,  [208] 
UBBAiilA,  Town  Library  of,  262;  [65] 
Urbino,  Dukes  of,  261 ;  [65] 


Ubbino,  Town  Library  of,  262 

Ussher,    James,   Archbishop   of  Armagh, 

[18] ;  [208] 
Usteri,  Leonard,  augments  the  Town  Li- 
brary of  Zurich,  243 
Utbecht,  Town  Library  of — 

acquires,  by  bequest,  part   of  the 
Library    of    Theodore    Janssen 
▼an  Ahneloveen,  [7] 
Utrecht,  University  Library  at,  [14] 
UxelJes,  M.  d',  [208] 

V. 

Vadianus,  Joachim,  [216] 

Vahl,  Martin,  [208] 

Vaillant,  Francis  Le,  [209] 

Valence,  Town  Library  of,  210 

Valencia,  Town  Library  of,  [7] 

Valliere,  Lewis  Charles,  Duke  of  La,  [101] 

Valperga  di  Caluso,  Thomas,  [209] 

Valreas,  Library  at,  [145] 

Van  £ss,  Leander,  [209] 

Vannss,  Town  Library  of,  210 

Vanni,  Alexander,  founds  the  Town  Library 

of  Palermo,  249 
Van  Praet,  J.  B.  B.  [209] 
Vansittart,  Nicholas,  Lord  Bexley,  [210] 
Venice, Public  Libraries  at.  [6];  [20];  [46]; 

[47];  [78];  [74];  [79];  [181];  [182], 

[134];  [151];   [154];    [180];    [200]; 

[210];  [223] 
Venice,  Library  of  the  Town  or  Correr 

Museum  at,  [46] ;  [47] ;  [223] 
Ventimiglla,  Town  Library  of,  [8] 
Ventimiglia,   Joseph   Emanuel,  Prince  of 

Belmonte,  augments  the  Town  Library 

of  Palermo,  250 
Ventura  d'Este,  Caspar,  [210] 
Venturi,  Abbate  (of  Verona),  [210] 
Venturoli,  Matthew,  augments  the  Town 

Library  of  Bologna,  248 
Vbbcelli,  Town  Library  of — 

Foundation  and  Statistics  of  the, 

260 
bequest  of  Morosini  to  the,  [132j 
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Vercelli,  other  Librerieg  at,  126 
Vebucm,  Tuwn  Library  of,  [156] 
Vermont  College   Library  at   BarliDgton, 

[116] 
VbbONA,  Town  Library  of— 

acquires,   by    parcbHte.   the  Oian- 

filippi  Collection,  [72] 
bequest  of  the  Abbale  Ventura  to 
tlie,  [210] 
Verona,  ChaptfT  Librarj-  at,  [21] 
Vbrsiillib,  Town  Library  of,  204 
Verlne,  George,  [210] 
Vescovi,  Anthony  de',  [210] 
VksOUl,  Town  Library  of,  207  (  208  j  210 
VlCBBZA,  Town  Library  of  [19] 
Victor  Emanuel,  King  of  Sardinia,  givea 

the  Bcrian  Library  to  the  City  of  Genoa, 

253 
Vienna,  Libraries  at,  [30]  ;    [34]  i   [41] 

[50];  [69]!  [66]  1    [67]!   [88];  [99] 

[100] J    [102];    [143];    [146];    [179] 

[186] ;  [199] 1  [200] 
Viticenzi  Beuincnga,  Eleanor,  371 
Viocl,  Lionsrdo  da,  [107] 
Viollel  Le  Dae,  N..  [210] 
ViEB,  Town  Librarj  of,  [163] 
Viterbo,  Catbedral  Librarj  at,  [104] 
Viviani,  Vincent.  [210] 
VizziHl,  Town  Library  of,  [260] 
Vogel.Z.,[211] 
Vogt.  John  Philip,  [211] 
Voltaire,  Francia  Mary  Aronet  de,  [211] 
VOLTBHBA.  Town  Library  of,  260;  [80] 
Vixaius,  Gerard  John,  [212] 
Voyer  d'Arpenson,    Mark  Anthony  Benf, 

M«riiii(S>  of  Puuluiy,  [212J 


W. 

Wackerbartli,  A.  C.  von,  [212J 
Wadding,  Luke.  [212] 
Wiigonsml,  John  ('Inistopher,  [2121 
Wukc,  Williiim.  Archbisliop  of  Canterbury 

[ai3j 
Wnldschinid,  .1.  M.,  [212] 


Walefl,  Henry  William,  [213] 
\\'Hlker,  Aleiaoder,  [313] 
«*iilker,  John,  [213] 
Walker.  Thomaa,  [213] 
WuUraf,   Ftederick  £.,  [213] ; 

faring  page  as 
Walton,  Izuck,  [213] 
Waiialeb,  John  Michael,  [214] 
Warburton,  John,  [214] 
Ward,  Samuel,  319 
WiirJen.  D.  B„  [211] 
Ware,  Sir  James,  [214] 
Warham,  William,  Archbiibi^ 

bury,  [215] 
Warner,  John.  Bishop  of  Kocha 
Warner,  Richard.  [215] 
Warsaw,     Zaiuski    Public     Lil 

[2221 
WARBlNaTOir,   Town   Library 

facing  page  192 
Wase,  Christopher,  [215] 
Washington,  George,  [215]  ;  [2i 
Washington,    Congresa    Library 

[95],  [215] 
WntUde  P«y6t«r,  John,  [215] 
Watte,  Joachim  von,  [216] 
Webb,  Philip  Carteret,  [218] 
Weimar,  Goethe  Library  at,  [7S 
Weiiel,  —  (of  Geneva),  [216] 
Wellesley,   Kichartl,   Marqueaa 

[216] 
Wells,  Cathedral  Library  at,  [2C 
Wolaer,  Mark,  [210] 
Werner,  Abraham  Gottlob,  [216 
West,  James,  [216] 
WESTU1^STEH,  Free  Library  of  11 

of  St.  Mai^ari't  and  St.  John,- 
Founrbtionortht',  lt<6 


■i  of  e: 


and   1 


Table  facing  page  laz 
I'Xpendituri',  ib. 
West  minster  Abbey  Library,  [31 

[^19] 
W..:*troen.Mi  do  Tii'llLimlt.  Ilarou 


in,  iU'ur 
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Wheelwright,  William,  gives  a  Colleciiou  of 
books  on  the  affairs  of  the  South  Ameri- 
can States  to  the  City  Library  of  Boston, 
288 

Wheler,  Sir  George,  [217] 

Whitcliorch  (Hants),  Parish  Library  at, 
11 

White,  John,  [217] 

White,  Thomas,  [217] 

Whitney,  Henry  A.,  [217] 

Whitting^n,  Sir  Richard,  founds  a  Town 
Library  in  the  Quildhall  of  London,  6 

Widmannstadt,  John  A.,  [218] 

Wielhorski,  Count,  [218] 

Wight,  Osborne,"  [218] 

Wilkinson,  Thomas,  [218] 

Will,  G.  A.,  [218] 

William  of  Wykeham,  Bishop  of  Win- 
chester, [218] 

Williams,  Daniel,  [219] 

Williams,  John,  Archbishop  of  York,  [219] 

Williamson,  Sir  Joseph,  [219] 

WUlis,  Browne,  [219] 

Winchester,  Cathedral  Library  at,  [131]  ; 
[213] 

Winchester,  Library  of  St.  Mary's  College 
at,  [215] 

Winder,  Henry,  [219] 

Windsor  Castle,  Library  at,  [5]  ;  [21] ; 
[107];  [197] 

Windsor,  Library  of  the  Collegiate  Chapel 
at,  [217] 

Winer,  George  Benedict,  [219] 

Winthrop,  John,  [220] 

Wisconsin,  Township  and  District  Libraries 
of  the  SUte  of,  333 ;  387 ;  defecU  of  the 
original  Library  law,  and  their  amend- 
ment in  1859,  334 ;  testimony  of  Henry 
Barnard  to  the  working  of  the  new  sys- 
tem, 335 

Wittenberg,  University  Library  at,  [123] 

Wodrow,  Robert,  [220] 

Wolf,  John  Christian,  229 ;  [220] 

Wolf,  John  Christopher,  229 ;  [220] 

Wolfenbuettel,  Ducal  Library  at,  [10]; 
[50];  [66];  [80];  [97];  [112] 


Wood,  Ani^hony,  [220] 

Wood,  Thomas,  [221] 

Wood,  William,  promotes  the  establishment, 

in  Massachusetts,  of  Free  Libraries,  for 

i^prentiees  and  handicraftsmen,  838. 
Wootton  (Surrey),  Library  at,  [(50] 
Worcester,  Cathedral  Library  at,   [11] ; 

[102] 
Worcester,  in  MassaebasettB,  Library  of 

the  American  Antiquarian  Society  at^ 

[119];  [203] 
Wray,  Daniel,  [221] 
Wynne,  Sir  William,  [221] 


Y. 


York,  Cathedral  Library  at,  [29] 

Yorke,  PhiUp,  Earl  of  Hardwicke,  [221] 

Young,  Thomas,  [221] 

Ypbbs,  Town  Library  of,  226;  267 

Yriarte,  John  de,  [221] 

Yule,  Major-General,  [221] 


Zaiuski,  Joseph  Andrew  Junosza-Thabaai, 
Count  of,  founds  a  Public  Library  at 
Warsaw,  [222] ;  which  is,  eventually, 
carried  off  to  St.  Petersburgh,  ib. 

Zaiuski,  Andrew  Stanislaus  Kostsa,  Count 
of,  co-operates  in  the  foundation  of  the 
Zaiuski  Public  Library  at  Warsaw,  [222] 

Zambeccari,  Count  Francis,  [223] 

Zamboni,  J.  J.,  [223] 

Zanetti,  Ubaldo,  [223] 

Zapp,  Z.,  [223] 

Zaka,  Town  Library  of— 

is  founded  by  P.  A.  Ptoivia,  [142] 

Zasius,  XTlrich,  371 

Zeisold,  Philip,  [223] 

Zeitz,  Naumburg-Zeitz  Library  at,  [168] 

Zoppetti,  Dominick,  [223] 

ZUBICH,  Town  Library  of— 

Origin  and  founders  of  the,  242 
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From  the  MoBNiira  Post  (November  12, 1868) :~ 

**  Mr.  Edwards  has,  both  in  the  Biography  and  the  Correspondence,  brought  to  light 
many  new  facts  respecting  Ralegh's  Life  and  Times,  notwithstanding  the  nnineroos 
works  which  have  already  appeareid  respecting  that  great  man,  and  the  era  in  which  he 
lived." 

From  the  Majtohsstsb  ExAMnrsB  (November  25,  1868) : — 

'*  These  volumes  form  a  brilliant  contribution  to  Elizabethan  history The 

Letters  are,  in  truth,  treasures  in  themselves Mr.  Edwards  has  performed 

his  work  with  great  care.    His  volumes  ought  to  be  in  the  possession  of  every  lover  and 
admirer  of  Elizabethan  history." 

From  The  Scotsman  (December  4,  1868)  : — 

"  No  worthy  biography  of  Sir  Walter  Ralegh  existed,  until  Mr.  Edwards  produced 
this."  • 

From  the  Pall  Mall  Qazxttb  (December  6, 1868) : — 

"  Mr.  Edwards  has  written  the  '  Life  of  Ralegh '  from  fuller  information  than  any 
previous  biographer.  He  is  intelligent,  industrious,  sympathetic ;  and  the  world  has,  in 
his  two  volumes,  larger  means  of  knowing  Ralegh  than  it  ever  possessed  before.  The 
new  Letters  and  the  newly  edited  old  Letters  are,  in  themselves,  a  boon.    ....    Mr. 
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